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R-LINK in context
• Redressing Long-term societal challenges through space for 

Incremental urban development, small-scale and bottom-up 
initiatives to produce New Knowledge for vital and inclusive 
urban regions

Critical narrative 

• Development atrophy due to GFC 
• Government devolution of 

responsibilities

Policy narrative 

• Market adaptivity and  
development flexibility  

• Increased democracy and citizen 
participation



Toentje in de Stad, Groningen, The Netherlands



Suikerunie Terrein, Groningen, The Netherlands



Community-Led Incremental Urban Developments

Government/
Overheid

Citizen/Burger Market/Markt
Small-scale and bottom-up initiatives, and incremental urban development



R-LINK asks...
How can strategic urban development ambitions be realized in 
tandem with community-linked incremental urban developments 
(CLIUDs) to resolve long-term societal challenges?

I WHAT Role of CLIUDs in urban 
development (NL & elsewhere)

II HOW Strategic planning & CLIUDs

III HOW Contracts/norms & CLIUDs

IV WHOM Social innovation and learning in 
CLIUDs 

V WHEN/
WHERE

Activating CLIUDs & new            
action perspectives

VI WHEN Business models & legitimacy of 
CLIUDs

+ THEME Ruimte voor Wonen | 
Energietransitie

I: CLIUDs?

II: Strategic 
Planning III: Contracts 

IV:  
Social learning and 

innovation

V: Activating

VI: Legitimacy



R-LINK International comparison
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Healey, P. (2003) Collaborative Planning in Perspective. Planning Theory. 2 (2), 101–123.

“The metaphor ‘collaborative planning’ became used 
and misused by politicians and policy-makers in the 

UK from the mid-1990s onwards to describe their 
ambitions for a new form of governance, borrowing 

heavily from business management literature”



Ebbingekwartier, Groningen, The Netherlands



Curious?
http://rlink.tertium.nl  |  @R_LINK_SURF 
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