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Editorial.
Peter Sips
While reading the articles in this issue I remembered one of
my grandfather's statements, one that I misinterpreted at
the very moment he spoke to me. I must have been about 6
years old when he told me that a standstill was equal to an
arrest of development or, even worse, to retrogression.
Back then I responded by starting to run through the house,
afraid to stop growing or even of shrinking.
Many years later my father told me about the fact that my
grandfather's business-partner, who had taken over the
accountant-firm and newspaper-firm after my grandfather
had died, had gone bankrupt. When I asked him if he felt
sad about it he reminded me of my grandfather's statement
and explained what he had meant by it, just the way his
father had explained it to him.
"If you have something you value very much, you must
cherish it. You'll have to be willing to spent time, energy
and money on it. If so, its value will only grow. If not, its
value is likely to perish."

Knowing my fascination for plants and animals my father
used a rose-garden as a metaphor.
I was somewhat surprised about the similarity of the
metaphor and the issue dealt with in the various articles.
They all tell about the tropical forests and its value to
nature and mankind. They also tell about the short-term
interest some take in these forests and their lack of longterm commitment to these multi-purpose sources of
abundance. Fortunately the articles also report on initiatives
taken in order to safeguard the value of these forests for the
future and on the progress made.
In the six articles you will encounter the "bad guys", like
e.g. MUS A, the Indonesian logging company in Suriname
or a mining company in Brazil, as well as the "good guys",
like the Trio in Surinam and SWIFT and PHF in the
Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea. As usual one
article gives an overview of recent developments in the
field of sustainable forest management and certification.
You will also find some interesting "rose-garden" activities
of the BOS Foundation.
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Wildlife-Logging Interactions in Tropical Forests.

Robert A. Fimbel1

Introduction
Protected areas in the tropics are currently
inadequate to protect the biological diversity characterizing
this region, owing to their limited size, number,
distribution, and composition. Within forested landscapes,
production forests may contain significant biodiversity not
found within totally protected areas. In many countries, the
large size and varied habitats of these forests can
complement the existing system of reserves, and taken as
part of the landscape, can make significant contributions to
biodiversity conservation.
Current exploitation trends and practices within production
forest however, have direct and indirect positive and
negative impacts on many plant and animal species. Steps
must be taken to improve our understanding of the effects
of management practices on biological diversity, ways to
mitigate negative aspects associated with them, and where
our efforts should focus in the future to achieve ecological
and economic sustainability of our natural resources.

Workshop
A workshop was organized by WCS and BOLFOR
(Proyecto de Manejo Forestal Sostenible en Bolivia) in
Santa Cruz, Bolivia form 13 - 15 November 1996 to
evaluate our current understanding of the interactions
between wildlife and timber production in the tropics, and
the implications for sustainable forest management. This
meeting was part of a process that will result in the
publication of a book being developed by WCS (Wildlife
Conservation Society) along the same theme (to be
1 Research Forester, Wildlife Conservation Society, International
Programs, 185th Street and Southern Blvd. Bronx, NY 10460; Phone: 001718-2205888; Fax: 001-718-3644275; Email: Rfernan963@aol.com
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completed in early 1998). In a mixed forum, foresters,
wildlife biologists, resource managers, and policy makers
reviewed the importance of wildlife as a component of
production forests, and the ways in which conventional
logging practices impact their populations. Discussions
focussed on clarifying:
•
•
•
•

•

the reasons for conserving wildlife in production
forests;
the methods needed to evaluate timber harvestingwildlife interactions;
current techniques to reduce silvicultural impacts on
biodiversity;
the role of natural forest management and
certification programs in biodiversity conservation;
and
where research and management efforts should be
focussed in the future.

Findings of the workshop
The workshop resulted in several findings. The most
important are listed below.
Biological diversity is important for maintaining the longterm health and productivity of natural forests. We do not
understand or appreciate the roles that all organisms play in
this process, but prudence suggests that efforts must be
made to maintain suitable habitat for these organisms within
major forest types. Production forests that are carefully
managed for timber and non-timber products (NTFP) cab
significantly contribute to the conservation of biodiversity
at the stand and the landscape levels.
There are a few tropical forests carefully managed for their
long-term productivity and ecological integrity, with current
timber harvesting practices in most areas having direct and
indirect negative impacts on biodiversity of these forests.

While economic incentives and government policies have
begun to slowly shift this trend of forest exploitation
towards sustainable forest management, most timber
harvesting practices for the foreseeable future will continue
to degrade the biological quality of production forests.

intermediate practices;
determining the size, shape, distribution, value, and
percentage of reserve areas within actively managed
landscapes (i.e. large contiguous block versus many
small parcels linked by corridors);
identifying similarities/dissimilarities between
natural disturbance events and silvicultural practices;
locating gazetted tropical production forests onto
GIS maps that identify the biodiversity values of
these; and
establishing rotation lengths and recovery periods
for major forest types that maintain both ecological
health of the resource and economic viability of the
management operation.

Basic techniques exist to evaluate the impacts of timber
harvesting practices on biodiversity. A two-tiered approach
to biodiversity inventorying and monitoring, using
longitudinal (pre/post treatment) multi-taxonomic studies at
the landscape level and evaluations of rare, threatened, and
exploited species (plant and animal) at the stand or
management unit (i.e. concessions) level, is suited to
providing resource planners and managers with feedback on
their management prescriptions.

The Wildlife Conservation Society, established in 1895,
is a non-governmental, non-profit conservation
organization dedicated to conserving wildlife and wild
places throughout the world. WCS's strategy is to
support comprehensive field studies to gather
information on wildlife needs, train local conservation
professionals, and work with in-country staff to protect
and manage wildlife and wild areas for the future.
WCS's international conservation programs consist of
more than 250 field projects in 52 countries across
Africa, Asia, Latin America and North America. With
over 150 professional conservationists, and more than
100 research fellows, WCS has the largest professional
field staff of any US-based international conservation
organization.

All forest management activities impact biodiversity,
however basic techniques exist to mitigate many of the
negative impacts associated with silvicultural practices.
Careful implementation of reduced logging impact (RIL)
measures can help to lower the direct and indirect impacts
of these activities on native fauna and flora communities
(minimizing roads, directional felling, control of hunting,
etc.), thus helping to conserve biological diversity.
Stream corridors and steep sloping sites within concessions
should be withdrawn from harvesting activities given their
importance in protecting water and soil resources, and their
apparently high value as forested corridors for reserve
status, as these uncut parcels create refuges from which
animals and plants disturbed by silvicultural activities can
eventually recolonise and stabilize the post-treatment area
(from both ecological and economic standpoints).
Research is still to refine the above mentioned techniques,
with priority topics including:
•
•

clarifying the role of keystone/indicator species
within logged and unlogged landscapes;
assessing site specific impacts of silvicultural
practices on stand structure and composition
(biodiversity), including harvesting systems and

In many areas of the tropics "cultural" changes are required
before forest managers will be in a position to implement
practices that effectively reduce ecological impacts while
maintaining the economic viability of silvicultural
treatments. Steps to overcome these obstacles include:
•

supporting continued improvement and expansion of
RIL systems that demonstrate real promise for
reducing harvesting impacts and costs;
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identifying and disseminating knowledge about tax
incentives and other government policies that
promote reinvestments in to sustainable forestry by
both the public and private forestry sectors;
developing and expanding certification programs
that can provide both financial and non-financial
incentives for ecologically-sound management in
production forests;
involving all stakeholders (foresters, wildlife
managers, concession holders, researchers, policy
makers, local communities, etc.) in the design,
application, and betterment of natural forest
management practices;
convening working sessions where foresters,
concession holders, researchers, and the general
public together can share ideas regarding the value
of biodiversity to the forest and their respective
interests, and measures that might be undertaken to
protect these assets;
strengthening laws and the enforcement capacity of
government agencies that protect and promote
biodiversity conservation and sustainable forest
management efforts, including gazetting of
additional reserves and production forests;
developing and broadly disseminating practical
manuals, public education materials and applied
training programs focussed on how to effectively
incorporate the conservation of biological resources
into commercial forest management, targeting
audiences such as public and private sector forestry
specialists, loggers, wildlife managers,
environmental groups, and the general public.

/
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In many production forests, reducing harvesting impacts
and regenerating commercial timber species for a long-term
yield of timber, offer the best hope of retaining forest cover
and the habitat it creates for the native fauna and flora.
However, in other areas biodiversity may best be conserved
by other means, including gazetting the forest for other
purposes such as NTFP production, low impact recreation,
ecological research, watershed protection or some mix of
these low-intensity, resource-use activities. A central
challenge for donors, policy makers, conservation
biologists and foresters is to identify and adopt the most
effective means to conserve biodiversity in forest
landscapes including production and protected forest areas.

Asian Forestry Incursions. Indonesian Logging in Surinam.
Report on N.V. MUSA Indo-Surinam1.

- On the occasion of an official Indonesian government visit to Surinam, headed by President Suharto in
October last year, the involvement of Indonesian forestry investment in the country was brought to
prominence. It was reported that President Suharto has urged the Surinam government "not to hesitate
to take action against Indonesian companies proven to have conducted unsustainable practices Hasjrul Jiinairi1'

Introduction
The Surinam parliament (Nationale Assemblee) still
has before it an application to grant a one million hectare
logging concession to Berjaya (Malaysia). In October 1995
and again in January 1996, planned parliamentary
discussions were postponed. The latest official
parliamentary position is that President Venetiaan's
government is still engaged in the process of consulting
affected local communities (Maroons and indigenous Amer
indians). Hence, and as a response to political pressure, no
action can be undertaken pro tem.
If the Berjaya application were to be considered, however,
it is highly improbable that other standing applications,
each for one million hectare concessions, by N.V. MUSA
Indo-Surinam and Suri-Atlantic of Indonesia, would be
entertained.
The report on N.V. MUSA Indo-Surinam (hereafter
MUSA) is based upon more than two years monitoring and
a recently conducted investigatory visit to Surinam. The
object of this report is to describe the general track-record
of MUSA and it's conduct in Surinam. This is a means to
publicise MUSA's overall impact on Surinam's internal and
1 The report was prepared by SKEPHI Indonesia (NGO Network for
Forest Conservation in Indonesia) and SKEPHI European Support Office,
in association with the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW).
For further information contact: Hasjrul Junaid, SKEPHI European
Support Office; Phone/fax: +31-(0)20-6147972; Email:
skephieu@xs4all.nl.

external political and economic relations, in particular vis à
vis Indonesia. In response to the serious consequences of
MUSA's dubious practices, the report makes a number of
concrete recommendations.

MUSA's influence upon the politics of
Surinam
According to political sources, the dubious
intentions and operations of Indonesian companies and
especially the proven misbehaviour of N.V. MUSA, have
created problems in both internal and international affairs,
particularly for Surinam governing parties which have
hitherto been keen to support this kind of investment.
So far MUSA is the only Indonesian logging enterprise to
have been granted (1993) a preliminary concession,
150.000 ha. in the Apoera district (West Surinam).
Although reports of misconduct by Malaysian logging
companies in Papua New Guinea and South Pacific
countries have started to worry Surinam parliamentarians,
forestry mismanagement by MUSA continues. This has
become the principal reason for the Surinam government to
look askance at Indonesian companies' requests and to
ignore and marginalise their applications.
In order to bypass parliamentary approval and scrutiny and
to ensure much larger concession areas in Surinam, MUSA
has registered no less than sixty-nine shadow companies
with the Surinam Chamber of Commerce. This has caused
outrage within Surinam political circles. Porodisa,
questioned over the issue by Indonesian officials, indicated

BOS NIEUWSLETTER / Vol. 16(2) /

No. 36

//une 1997 /

7

that Mr. Willy Sumita, Surinam's former minister of Social
Affairs had engineered the shadow companies.
Investigations in Surinam revealed that a number of wellplaced politicians and officials had facilitated MUSA's
entry and expansion in that country. Aside from the
aforementioned Mr. Sumita, the former Indonesian
ambassador to Surinam, Mr. Suwandi Kusumohadinoto and
leading members of the KTPI party took a personal interest
in facilitating MUSA's ambitions. MUSA has even gone so
far to suggest that the Indonesian head of State, President
Suharto, supported MUSA's plans for Surinam.
A further complication is caused by the presence of local
warlords. It is well known that MUSA's illegal timber
purchasing activities have been made possible with their
help. They are behind the recent rise of new "forestry
enterprises" which earn a lot of money by being involved in
both direct exploitation and the mediation of timber
transactions. The activities of the company owned by Mr.
Desi Bouterse offer a conspicuous example. Since much
illegal logging in Surinam, such as that around CELOS
plots, involves military personnel, it is unfortunate that no
action has been undertaken by the Surinam Ministry of
Defence.
The general lack of accountability of the Ministry for
Natural Resources and other departments of the Surinam
government is another reason for concern. Despite dozens
of queries, parliamentarians and local community leaders
have, to date, been unable to obtain specific information
relevant to MUSA's operation. The export of protected
species has been made possible with the cooperation of
strategically positioned officials. This includes the
falsification of records on timber volumes and species.
Surinam lacks an effective and committed system to curb
such unscrupulous dealings.

MUSA's structure and conduct
Research in Indonesia shows that MUSA's parent
company Porodisa is an ordinary middle-ranking
Indonesian logging company. In 1993 Porodisa was placed

8
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under supervisory management by the Indonesian Ministry
of Forestry owing to their systematic abuse of Indonesian
forestry regulations. One major Porodisa (West-Irian) was
even revoked as a consequence of the company's
mismanagement. Furthermore, Porodisa has failed to fulfil
its financial obligations to the Indonesian state (e.g.
royalties and re-forestation fees).
MUSA lacks any clear structure or system of management.
Hence, forestry operations are not based upon proper forest
surveys and forest management plans. Operations are
simply geared towards yielding the highest volume of
timber possible. MUSA does not apply even the minimum
requirement of Indonesian "TPTI" (selective cut) system.
Nor could it be demonstrated that MUSA applies the
"CELOS system" as has been claimed, and which is
included in their agreement with the Surinam Ministry of
Natural Resources.
In so far as MUSA's logging operations in Surinam can be
said to follow any management principles, this principle can
be described as the phenomenon of "the flying bulldozer
brigades". This practice has been the cause of systematic
trespass on other concession areas or communal forests.
Environmental damage in and around MUSA concessions
in Apoera has been attested by Surinam parliamentarians
who visited the area in 1994, one year after MUSA started
work on that site. MUSA's claim that it will bring social
and economic benefits to local communities are a cynical
misinterpretation of the facts. Communities in the Apoerea
area have complained that MUSA has not paid money
owing for timber felled. They have also protested against
damage caused by MUSA's heavy vehicles to roads built by
the local community.
Moreover, approximately seven months after being granted
the Apoera concession (August 1993), MUSA expanded its
forestry activity many hundreds of kilometres away from its
own concession. This has lead to the presence of MUSA to
be equated with total environmental devastation in many
areas of central, north-east and north-west Surinam.

Marrons use the timber left behind in a MUSA logging site. Right now the are hollowing out a small trunk (or the construction of a
small canoe. ®ß. Dijkstra, 1997.

On closer examination most of MUSA's activities turn out
to be in violation of existing laws and regulations.
According to the preliminary agreement for the concession
in Apoera MUSA is permitted to obtain only 10% of its
timber supply from a third party. Timber felled and sold to
MUSA is derived from logging concessions given to the
local community called the "HKVs" (logging permits). But
these are permits which were issued to local people to allow
them to fell trees for their own domestic and household
needs, which in any case were revoked by the Government
in 1986. It therefore follows that MUSA's timber purchases
are illegal.

MUSA is still purchasing timber from local people outside
its concession. Many of the areas lie beyond the one million
hectare concession currently applied for by MUSA, and for
which no activity has been approved by parliament. These
activities not only violate existing laws, but also abuse
agreements between the government and the people of the
interior. Many of these relate to the 1989 Peace Agreement
which assures the people of the right to develop their own
economic zones.
Illegal logging sponsored by MUSA has been taking place
in scientific and forestry experimental plots in Surinam.
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Logging activities commissioned by MUSA even caused
damage to the well known experimental forestry plots in
Akintosoela (Central Surinam) which are managed by the
University of Surinam and more commonly known as
CELOS experimental plots. In view of the recent agreement
on forestry cooperation between Indonesia and Surinam,
such dismal conduct may tarnish Indonesia's image and
credibility in matters of ecological concern. CELOS
forestry experiments are world-famous as they offer viable
options for sustainable timber extraction.
MUSA's treatment of its workforce is also less than
acceptable. All MUSA's workers complain about constant
delays im payment of the monthly wage (one reason is that

MUSA has problems managing its daily cash flow. In order
to pay its workers MUSA even has to borrow a steadily
increasing amount of money from a variety of Surinam
sources). The facilities provided for workers in the field are
of low quality. They do not conform to basic health
requirements: inadequate housing, bad drinking water, no
electricity, delay of food supply, etc.

Conclusions and recommendations
MUSA lacks the financial ability to sustain a large
concession. The most likely scenario is that MUSA will
settle for short-term non-sustainable operating methods in
order to maximise its immediate cash flow and enable the
servicing of its up-front overheads. Already social tension

Members of the SKEPHI team visiting a local private sawmill. Because the Government fails to fulfil its promised operative
provisions these small-scale enterprises have to give way to large-scale enterprises. ® B. Dijkstra, 1997.
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has evolved into open hostility owing to unfulfilled
promises of payment for timber by the company. In fact,
none of MUSA's activities will provide any meaningful
long-term employment for Surinam or Indonesian workers.
Members of local communities who currently fell trees for
MUSA and earn money will soon find out that they have
destroyed their own natural resource and be left empty
handed.

Surinam. In 1995 President Suharto urged the Surinam
government "not to hesitate to take action against
Indonesian companies proven to have conducted
unsustainable practices in Surinam." In addition, it is
recommended that the Government of Indonesia assists
Indonesian workers to return to Indonesia and help ensure
that all remaining financial dues by MUSA are fully
reimbursed.

Should MUSA be allowed to continue its operation in
Surinam increased hostility is to be expected. MUSA not
only caused a rift in the Surinam political scene but also
affected the unity of village communities. Tension may
further increase within the Surinam-Javanese community.
The presence of MUSA in Surinam is almost a synonym
for capricious and wanton environmental destruction. This,
coupled to abuses of social, political, economic and cultural
rights of the people of the interior, reflects a clear contempt
for the country's constitution.
The recommendations of the report also stress the
importance of the bilateral relation between Indonesia and
Surinam. As the authors of the report note, both counties,
as members of the Non-Aligned Movement, strongly
emphasize brotherhood, solidarity and non-exploitative
principles in their relationship. Both countries have been
consolidating their diplomatic relation. Statements of
intention regarding development cooperation between these
countries - fortunately made after MUSA set foot in
Surinam - may remain empty rhetoric, and even cynical, if
such activities by MUSA are allowed to continue. Whilst
for some years now governments of both the North and the
South have jointly addressed the world's problems of
unsustainable forestry, this case has the very potential to
represent a new phenomenon of "South-South"
exploitation.
To avoid further damage, both to the Surinam society and
Indonesia's reputation, it is strongly recommended that the
Surinam and Indonesian governments put an end to
MUSA's involvement in Surinam. Such as a resolution
seems to be also preferred by the Indonesian embassy in
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The Trio Indians of Southern Surinam.
- Before taking a decision, a delegation of Indians went to visit the marron village of Koffiekamp, the
population of which has had previous experience with gold mining. "We found the people in Koffiekamp
in a very sad mood", says Mr. Aretina.
"The rivers and brooks were poisoned with mercury. You can't drink the water there and also it gave
the death blow to all fishing anywhere near the village. We felt really pity for our friends in
Koffiekamp. Thus, after our investigation, it became clear to us, that we should not allow such
activities in our so far unspoiled territory. " -

The economy

Jenne de Beer1

Introduction
Mr. Aretina, representative of the Trio village
Kwamalasamoetoe, recently visited the Netherlands to
address a conference on the future of the rainforest in the
Royal Tropical Institute (Koninklijk Instituut voor de
Tropen, KIT) in Amsterdam. Together with Mr. Cees
Koelewijn2, a former school teacher in the same village and
now secretary of the Foundation of Indians of the Upper
Interior (Stichting Bovenlandse Indianen Suriname, BIS),
he was interviewed by Jenne de Beer.

The people
The Trio Indians live in the Surinam - Brasil border
area. Only two decades ago they were close to extinction.
Although the Trio used to have extensive knowledge of
medicinal plants, traditional knowledge did not include
cures against introduced diseases from the old world. The
Trio area is very isolated and many of the diseases arrived
relatively late to the area. Thirty years ago medical posts of
the 'Medical Mission of Surinam' were established in four
of the villages. Since then, the Trio population in Surinam
has doubled again and today numbers almost 2000 people.
A smaller group of Trio live in Brasil.
1 Jenne H. de Beer is an anthropologist specialized in the indigenous use of
and knowledge on non-timber forest products. Phone: +31-(0)26-4455101.
2

BIS; Phone/fax: +31-(0)71-4029623; Rijnstraat 128, 2223 EB Katwijk.
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The Trio economy revolves around subsistence
farming, hunting, fishing and the collection of forest
products. Products collected include food, such as honey
and fruits, and construction materials, such as 'ajaware', a
liana used in construction works in stead of nails.
The major sources of cash income for the entire community
are the tiny state pensions paid to the elderly and the
salaries of the few civil servants working in the area. Other
income is almost exclusively derived from the sale of
animals. Firstly, parrots are bartered with Brasil; secondly,
hunting dogs - the quality of which goes unchallenged in
the country - are sold to the marrons living down stream
the Sipaliwini river, while songbirds and toukans are
purchased by the inhabitants of Surinam's capital
Paramaribo.
In addition, some town-based traders come to the village to
buy snakes and frogs. Particular in demand is the extremely
rare tree frog Dendrobates azur eus. One notorious Dutch
trader would pay US$ 0.20 a piece to the Indians. The
latter felt already quite uneasy about this trade, because the
frog is rare and occurs only in one particular small place in
the whole area. When they found out that the amphibians
were sold in the USA for no less than US$ 300 each, the
Trio stopped collecting frogs altogether. Now, the village is
exploring ways to sell a limited number of animals through
bona fide trade channels.

After consultation with Dr. Hoogmoed, a herpetologist with
extensive experience in the region, it was suggested to
contact 's Lands Bosbeheer, the agency in charge of
licensing permits for the export of animals, to work out
jointly a plan for a well-regulated small-scale trade in
amphibians and reptiles.

Ten years ago, the department of forestry of Surinam,
bought a small quantity of brasil nuts for the Paramaribo
market. The price paid was very low and after one season
there was no follow-up. Now, the Trio are themselves
searching for ways to market the product. The village is
contemplating export to The Netherlands. It was suggested

Mr. Aretina from the Trio village Kwamalasamoetoe standing in his "kostgrondje". ® C. Koelewijn, 1997.

Brasil nuts
A three days boat trip away from the village there
are good stocks of Bertholletia excelsa, the tree which
produces the nutritious and tasty brasil nuts. The people in
Kwamalasamoetoe routinely collect the nuts for own
consumption.

to try the Paramaribo market first. After all, it is relatively
close-by and, as it is now in Surinam, nuts are imported
from Brasil or Bolivia.

The forest and the environment
The forest in the area is still in good shape. In the
past, the communities were approached by several logging
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companies for permission to start logging in their territory.
As they have seen the negative consequences of logging
across the border in Brasil, it didn't take the Trio long to
turn the requests down. More recently, a mining company
intended to start gold mining in the area. Before taking a
decision, a delegation of Indians went to visit the marron
village of Koffiekamp, of which the population has had
previous experience with gold mining.
"We found the people in Koffiekamp in a very sad mood",
says Mr. Aretina. "The rivers and brooks were poisoned
with mercury. You can't drink the water there and also it
gave the death blow to all fishing anywhere near the
village. We felt really pity for our friends in Koffiekamp.
Thus, after our investigation, it became clear to us that we
should not allow such activities in our so far unspoiled
territory. "

Farming
In agriculture, cassava is traditionally the main crop.
Besides, rice, oranges, peanuts, and various vegetables are
grown in small plots in the forest, the so-called
'kostgrondjes'.
Nowadays, the village experiences increasing problems
with certain pests, in particular caterpillars and ants. On the
question, if any practices existed in the past to control these
pests, Cees Koelewijn answers: "I remember, that a
shaman would sprinkle a liquid on the plants, that were
attacked by caterpillars. The liquid contained, among other
ingredients, the extract of a liana. Actually, it was the same
liana that is used in fishing. It stuns the fish, after which it
is easy to catch with bow and arrow. "
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Then this must be Lonchocarpus sp., the raw material for
the production of rotenone, a biodegradable pesticide,
widely used in the west and, indeed, originating from this
part of the world. This way, the circle has come fully
round. It is dazzling: as a consequence of the apparent
failure of their own medicines against new diseases, the
people of Kwamalasamoetoe lost confidence in the vast
repository of traditional knowledge relating to medicinal
and other useful plants. However, it appears, that gradually
among some of the Trio a new interest and pride in their
ancient wisdom is arising.

Issues in the Production and Marketing of Sustainable Timber
from Community Based Projects in Papua New Guinea and The
Solomon Islands.
Report on the Consultative Meeting on Eco-Timber, September 22-28 1996, Rabaul, Papua New Guinea.

- Although the concept of eco-timber production and marketing is a logical answer to the current
destruction of the forests, its implementation is a process in which many hurdles at the local, national
and international level need to be cleared. -

Gert van Rees & Jochem Schneemann1

Introduction
ICCO, Interchurch organisation for development
co-operation, is a co-financing organisation based in the
Netherlands. Its major objective is to support and finance
projects and partners involved in poverty alleviation and
empowerment of less advantaged groups in developing
countries in Africa, Asia, Pacific, Latin America and
Central and eastern Europe. It, therefore, finances projects
in these countries, especially those based on local
initiatives.
For a number of years, ICCO has been supporting projects
throughout the Pacific that enhance the community based
sustainable timber production, referred to as eco-timber.
The production of community based eco-timber is valuable
for three reasons:
•

•

primarily, it can provide income to local
communities which are lacking alternative income
generating activities;
secondly, it can conserve the natural resources to a
large extent if done in a sustainable way. As such it
integrates development and conservation;

ICCO, Interchurch organisation for development co-operation, PO Box
151, 3700 AD Zeist, The Netherlands; Phone: +31-30-6927811; Fax:
+31-30-6925614; Email: admin@icco.nl
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•

in the third place, it gives the communities the
possibility to keep control over the natural resources
they largely depend on.

For these reasons ICCO supports projects on the production
side of eco-timber. To facilitate access to the international
(Dutch) market ICCO supports also some activities at the
demand side. For example, ICCO is financing a study
aiming at clarifying the characteristics of some lesser known
Pacific timber species.

The demand side of sustainable timber
The market for tropical timber is undergoing
structural changes. In The Netherlands, after Japan the
second largest per capita user of tropical timber, continuous
actions by the environmental movement have led to a drastic
reduction in demand for tropical timber. Notwithstanding the
opportunities of the regular Dutch timber traders and lack of
action on the part of the Dutch Government approximately
one-third of the Dutch professional end-users of tropical
timber have now agreed to look into using sustainable
sources of timber in the near future. Especially regional
municipal authorities, progressive Do-it-yourself (D-I-Y)
companies and investors looking for a "green" image of
tropical timber in The Netherlands. ICCO plays an important
role as it supports the only projects that are actually
exporting sustainable tropical timber to The Netherlands at
this stage.
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The development of a number of practical and operational
guidelines for sustainable forest management by the Forest
Steward Council (FSC) has been a major step forward in
the development of a production and marketing chain for
sustainable timber as it ensures a check on forest
management in the source countries while guaranteeing
customers that they get what they pay for.
The Dutch market for tropical timber is one driven by two
layers of demand. On one hand, one has the professional
end-users consisting of the trading, building, manufacturing
and retailing companies. On the other hand their are
customers consisting of public sector bodies, building
corporations, D-I-Y retailers and individual consumers.

The demand for the use of sustainable timber in projects and
products produced by the professional end-users is mainly a
result of increased awareness among their customers. It is
the insistence on the use of sustainable alternatives, that
results from the alliance between producers in the source
countries and final consumers in Europe, which is
increasingly forcing the intermediate trade and professional
end-users to take the development of sustainable timber
seriously.
The professional end-users are traditionally used to high
quality timber in large volumes and are usually inflexible in
the nature of their contracts. If the new sustainable timber
trading companies in The Netherlands are to be successful

Trunks left on the loading-berth of a large-scale logging company near Munda, Western Province, Solomon Islands. ® ICCO,
October 19 96.
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they will, in the first place, have to aim for conformity in
the quality of their timber and services with that of the
regular timber trade. Especially consistency of supply and
sufficient volume are essential for a successful development
of the trade.
Steps that can be taken in The Netherlands to increase
volume and improve the continuity of supply are:
•

•
•

•

improving the communication between the producers
of sustainable timber and the marketing companies
so as to meet the requirements of the market;
increasing directly available volume by building up
stock in The Netherlands;
making use of joint ventures between producers in
the source countries as well as between marketing
companies in Europe; and
grouping diverse species into similar end-use
categories.

Securing a more flexible outlet for sustainable timber can
be pursued by attempting to find a long-term buyer
prepared to accept some flexibility in terms of volume,
species and timeliness of delivery.

The supply side of sustainable timber
Forest policies in Papua New Guinea (PNG) and the
Solomon Islands have in common that over the last decade
the issuing of timber permits has grown above the estimated
sustainable yield. As a result, the forests of especially the
Solomon Islands and a number of provinces in PNG are in
serious risk of being depleted. Essential to the discussion
on the exploitation of natural resources in both countries is
the fact that land and resource ownership lies with the local
clans and is embedded in the constitution of both nations.
The pressure on forest resources in PNG and the Solomon
Islands has increased over the last decade. The logging
operator hands out cash, outboard motors, dinghies and
beer, and organises a few influential clan members into a
landowner company os sorts to obtain the signatures with
which the clans natural resources are signed away. Once

operations start the valuable trees get harvested in a few
years time, while the infrastructural package never
materialises or is of such a low standard that roads, bridges
and other construction works collapse within a few years
after the operators' departure. In the end communities
remain behind with very little benefits to show for the
resources lost. Traditional lifestyles have been destroyed,
decision making structures corrupted, the money has been
spent and natural sources of livelihood degraded.
The obvious institutions to counter these effects, ensure
compliance with environmental regulations, monitor the
quality of construction work and capture the largest possible
value for the exported resource are the National
Governments. Unfortunately the Governments in both
countries are hampered by:
•

•
•

the institutional weakness that results from an
inexperienced and politicised civil service that has to
operate in geographically complicated countries with
a dispersed population;
their increasing dependence on forest revenue to fund
their operations; and
the rent seeking behaviour by individuals with
political power, many of whom have been actively
involved in the support of foreign logging companies.

The alliance against destructive industrial logging can not
thus expect much help from any of the involved
Governments at this moment. It must rely on a combined
movement of: -critical consumers of tropical timber, -the
national and international NGOs that aim at rasing awareness
and the development of sustainable alternatives amongst the
grassroots people, and -in PNG, the World Bank that plays a
critical role in the improvement of the present policy
framework. Continues lobby towards the respective
governments remains important.
The community based sustainable forestry projects that are
being supported in PNG and the Solomon Islands address a
number of the issues which are conducive to the destruction
of the remaining Pacific forests. The projects allow
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Portable sawmill in operation near Lae, Papua New Guinea. ® ICCO, October 1996.

landowners to exploit their resource at a much higher return
per unit of timber than they would receive under a contract
with a logging company. They can thus provide their own
income in an environmentally sustainable way which
respects their gardens, religious sites, and those trees
needed for subsistence purposes.
The role of NGOs working in community based sustainable
timber projects is, in the first place, to make landowners
aware of the choice they face with regard to the exploitation
of their forest resources. If landowners choose for
sustainable timber production the NGO provides assistance
in the acquisition and application of the saw milling
technology, the certification of the sustainability of their
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operations and in the collection, purchase, upgrading and
export of their timber.
The situation with regard to logging in the Pacific is such
that sustainable timber projects find themselves in constant
competition with the large logging companies who actively
try to access new forest resources. As a result one has to
continuously convince landowners that it is in their interest
to continue with eco-forestry operations rather than allowing
the logging operator to take the trees out in exchange for
timber royalties. The three main incentives to keep
landowners interested consist of:

•

•

•

the economic incentive which involves the payment
of the highest possible price for their timber and the
need to continuously purchase their output;
the shared ownership of the processing and
marketing operations between landowners and the
supporting NGO; and
the moral incentive which emphasises the negative
impacts of large scale logging and the need for
environmental conservation for future generations.

Substantial returns for the sale of sustainable timber are
essential in order to build the necessary marketing
infrastructure, to purchase timber at a reasonable price and
build up stock and to pay for expensive support and
certification services to timber producing communities.
Until now, however, profit margins have been low as, in
the first place, sustainable timber projects have to compete
with the regular trade in tropical timber where prices are
artificially low due to the fact that a number of social and
environmental costs are not included in the final price of
the product and, secondly, because the Pacific countries are
geographically difficult and expensive to work in. Am
emphasis on the commercial viability of the projects would
include:
•
•

•

producing for the export market rather than the local
market;
increasing the number of sawmills or entering into
larger sustainable logging operations in order to
increase the volume, thus achieving economies of
scale; and
by entering into downstream processing as greater
added value lies in the drying, re-sawing and
moulding than the delivery of the raw material.

In addition, it seems important that the supporting NGO
focuses on a limited number of activities and a limited
geographical area in order to minimise per unit overheads.
Essential for the future of community based sustainable
timber projects is the FSC certification of operations and
transfer of timber. This has the advantage of:

•
•
•
•
•

increased market access;
the "green" image that comes with the certificate;
the reduced risk for the customer who is assured that
he or she gets what is being paid for;
a quality brand on the final product; and
a potential price premium in the first few years.

Need for consultation
Although the concept of eco-timber production is a
logical answer to the current destruction of the forests, its
implementation is a process in which many hurdles at the
local, national and international level need to be cleared.
Through its cooperation with partners in the Pacific, ICCO
has become aware of the constraints and problems that ecotimber producers encounter, but also of the opportunities.
Therefore, ICCO felt it was time far an exchange and
analysis of experiences, in order to identify potential
strategies to overcome major problems in the future. The
meeting was designed to focus mainly on the coordination of
supply and demand of eco-timber.
The main objectives of the consultation were:
•

•

•

•

to further the eco-timber concept by bringing
interested parties from both source and destination
countries together, to improve contacts between
them, and foster better cooperation between
organisations and projects;
to identify and address the practical production
problems and opportunities faced by the community
based eco-timber producing groups in the Pacific;
to identify and address the practical problems and
opportunities of the marketing organisations in the
European countries, with special emphasis on the
requirements of the European market for tropical
timber;
to come to practical recommendations for the
improvement of the design and implementation of
existing and new eco-timber projects and their
marketing channels and to determine which practical
steps have to be taken by individual organisations to
make these projects a success; and
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•

to clarify the role of ICCO and other donors can
play and the limits to its involvement in the
development of the marketing chain for eco-timber.

Organisation
The meeting was organised by ICCO and one of its
partner organisations in Papua New Guinea, the Pacific
Heritage Foundation (PHF). Fitting to these themes being
discussed, the meeting took place on Ulatawa Estate, the
plantation and saw milling site of the PHF.
The programme consisted of morning sessions with
introductions on several aspects of the supply and the
demand side. In the afternoon workshops focussed on
specific topics and towards the end of the week the various
interest groups elaborated their action plans. More than a
hundred participants from 12 countries attended the
consultation, the majority from PNG and The Netherlands.
ICCO partner organisations from the Solomon Islands and
Vanuatu also attended. In other countries, such as Brazil,
Surinam, India, and the Philippines, ICCO partner
organisations are confronted with similar threats to the
rainforests and these organisations attended to learn from
eco-timber experiences in the Pacific.

Results
The general opinion among all participants was that
the large scale and destructive logging should be stopped
because of all the negative social, economic, and
environmental effects. The production and marketing of
eco-timber is part of the answer. Although other income
generating non-timber forest products should also be
focussed on.
It was a positive sign that mainstream institutions like local
banks and regular traders participated actively and
seriously, looking for a role to play. At the same time it
was positive that local producers, local NGOs and the
environmental movement acknowledged the role that these
institutions can play.
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Pacific Heritage Foundation, Papua New Guinea
As in the Solomon Islands, foreign logging companies are putting severe
stress on the forest resources in Papua New Guinea. Ninety percent of
the land area, and therefore the forest resources on the land, is owned
by the people. Most of the people are (still) unaware of the true value of
their natural assets and are not experienced in financial negotiations or
major commercial activities. Along with these facts the Government has
(or wants) only little control over the foreign logging companies.
Although the present Government is trying to gain more control of the
situation, PHF believes that, also due to the widespread corruption on
government level, the final responsibility rests with the landowners
themselves.
In the Wide Bay Area, in the East New Britain Province, PHF has set
up a community based eco forestry project in three villages, involving
about 800 people and 65.000 ha. The main reasons to choose this area
are: - the area was already designated for export logging but until today
the villagers have resisted the foreign loggers, - the area is defined as
very high priority area for biodiversity conservation, - the total lack of
cash income for the local population. The project aims at establishing
cash income for the villagers by means of sustainably community based
forestry.
After a land and forest survey, a Landowner Company has been set up
with the landowners as shareholders and representatives of the village
groups in the board of directors. Legal requirements, like registration
and license application were taken care of by PHF. PHF for instance:
gives training courses e.g. in drawing up management plans
and operation and maintenance of the "walkabout" sawmills,
gives on site assistance during the initial start up,
provides (by means of loans) spares and repair support,
initially organizes the marketing of the timber (not
obligatory)
and supplies funding (by means of loans) of a "walkabout"
sawmills.
Forest management and logging operations are all in line with the FSC
criteria. At the moment two mills are in operation in the project area.
The Wide Bay Area community based eco forestry project is part of the
PHF Eco Forestry Programma which also contains e.g. biodiversity
surveys and data collection and environmental awareness and education.
The PHF Eco Forestry Programma is financed by the Directorate
General International Cooperation (DGIS) of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Netherlands for the period 1995-1997. Supervision,
assistance and financing of the project is coordinated by ICCO.

There was a strong commitment among the eco-timber
traders (who trade exclusively eco-timber) to
professionalise. It was clear to all participants that
management, technical know how and expertise is needed,
in order to achieve a substantial role in the market.
As one of the main obstacles in the eco-timber production
and marketing it was recognised that the economic viability
in monetary terms of portable sawmill enterprises is not
always evident. Production of eco-timber by local
communities offers cash income which in itself is probably
so important that the people opt for it. But the costs of
operation and of marketing of the timber are still relatively
highCertification is necessary to distinguish eco-timber from
currently produced timber. FSC certification was broadly
supported by most of the participants. However, NGOs and
landowners made the point that certification is very
expensive and requires a lot of administration, which is an
additional burden especially for small producer
organisations. Therefore, the application of FSC
certification at local level and small producer organisations
needs further attention. Other themes for further attention
are:

Table 1:

•

•

the effects of eco-timber programmes on the position
of women and how women can benefit more from
such programmes;
the role that non-timber forest products can play in
sustainable forest management and as an income
generating activity.

Right after the consultative meeting all producer groups and
NGOs from the Pacific had a meeting to discuss further
action. It was decided that plans for a saw-millers
association in PNG will be elaborated. Two organisations
will make an update of all portable sawmills that operate in
PNG. Furthermore some Dutch eco-timber and regular
traders have started a dialogue on future collaboration. In
general all participants expressed the need to maintain the
established cooperation in eco-timber production and
marketing.

Volumes of eco-timber produced by participants from the Solomon Islands and PNG at the
consultative meeting and where this was marketed (not complete).
1996

1997 (expected)

Production m3

Local use %

Export %

Production m3

Local use %

Export %

PNG

3,165

98

2

8,900

90

10

Solomon Islands

1,900

3

97

2,600

7

93

Total

5,065

11,500
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Sustainable Forest Management and Certification.
Peter Sips
Through the ages the world's forest resources have been used and managed by mankind for a wide
range of products, including goods and services. Today these involve e.g. carbon sequestration, erosion
control, biodiversity conservation, timber and non-timber forest products, recreation and tourism and
indigenous culture preservation.
Given the supply of this broad variety of goods and services, forests have to be looked upon as multi
functional production systems, as sustainable sources of goods, as well as an end-product in itself with
specific management needs.
In this context, and given the fact that the quality and quantity of the world's forest resources are more
and more under siege, this column signalizes, without any value judgement and from an independent
point of view, initiatives taken worldwide in the field of sustainable multi-functional forest management
and certification of forest management systems and forest products.

International Organisation for
Standardisation (ISO)

•
•

SC5 on Environmental Life Cycle Assessment; and
SC6 on Terms and Definitions.

5th Annual Meeting of ISO/TC 207, on Environmental
Management.
On April 19 and 25 1997 the ISO technical
committee (TC) 207 on Environmental Management met in
Kyoto, Japan for its annual meeting. Following the
discussions it was decided to improve both internal and
external coordination and cooperation between working
groups, technical commissions and subcommittees. This in
order to guarantee the mutual consistency of the ISO 14000
norms.

The most important highlights resulting from the meeting
are:
•

TCI took steps to encourage a consistent approach
be taken with respect to interpretation of ISO 14001.
It was recommended that ISO/CASCO (ISO
Committee on Conformity Assessment), the
International Accreditation Forum, the European
Accreditation of Certification, or any other similar
body that produces conformity assessment guidelines
include a statement in these guidelines that:

1.

Interpretations of ISO 14001 developed by
accredited Certification Bodies should be made in
coordination with National Standards Bodies; and
National Standards Bodies should resolve questions
of ISO 14001 interpretation according to the

TC 207 consists of 5 subcommittees, namely:
•
•
•
•

SCI on Environmental
SC2 on Environmental
SC3 on Environmental
SC4 on Environmental
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2.

procedures to be developed by the Secretary of SC 1,
whereby SCI will respond to these questions.
•

•

SCI approved a proposal regarding the formation of
a task group made up of representatives from TC
207/SC1 and TC 176/SC2 (Quality management and
quality assurance) tasked with: identifying the areas
of compatibility between the Environment and
Quality management system standards, and
submitting recommendations to the representative
SCs on how such compatibility could be achieved.
SC2 decided to continue on the development of
Environmental Assessment of Sites and Entities
(EASE). EASE is a non-physical environment
assessment aiming to submit environmental
information in order to identify business risks.

•

SC3 formed an ad hoc group to study the trade
implications of the Type III labelling, in which
products' environmental performance is evaluated
by a third-party certification company across a range
of indices that are relevant to its product category.

•

SC4 instructed its leadership to prepare a report on
Environmental Management - Environmental
Performance Evaluation - Guidelines.

•

SC5 agreed to continue to proceed with the
finalization of the four Life Cycle Assessment
standards.

WG2, the working group on Forestry Management,
reported good progress in the preparation of a document on
the promotion of the implementation of ISO 14001, aimed
at the stimulation of sustainable forest management.
The next Annual Meeting will be held in San Francisco
from 14 to 21 June 1998.
For more information contact: Ir. L.J.M. Dielen, SBH
(Chairman Dutch ISO Working Group); PO Box 253,

6700 AG Wageningen; Phone: + 31-(0)317-424666; Fax:
+ 31-(0)317-410247; Email: mail@sbh.nl or D. Hortensius
(Secretary), NNI; PO Box 5059, 2600 GB Delft; Phone:
+31-(0)15-2690390; Fax: +31-(0)15-2690190.

International Tropical Timber
Agreement 1994 (ITTA-1994)
In 1983 the original ITTA was signed, with a life
span of 10 years. The specific mandate was to foster the
expansion and diversification if the international trade of
tropical timber, based on sustainably managed forest
resources.
The ITTA-1983 was renegotiated between 1992 and 1994,
the outcome being the IATA-1994. The new IATA-1994
incorporates the Year 2000 objective, according to wich
tropical timber in international trade must come from well
managed forests, by the year 2000. The concept of wellmanaged refers to forests managed according to ITTO's
"Guidelines for the Sustainable Management of Natural
Tropical Forests", and the ITTO's "Guidelines for the
Establishment and Sustainable Management of Planted
Tropical Forests". National standards are expected to be
developed, in compliance with these generic guidelines.
ITTO has made several attempts at estimating the resources
needed by tropical countries to achieve the Year 2000
objective. An external expert panel estimated the amount
needed on two billion dollars per year. It seems evident that
cooperation must be significantly strengthened between
producing and consuming countries, industry, trade and
NGOs. A clear strategy and actions need to be implemented
to ensure progress in this direction. Ratification of IATA94 by all member countries would provide an indication of
the commitment to achieve this fundamental and strategic
goal.
So far many member countries have failed to ratify the new
agreement, including the USA, Germany, the United
Kingdom, France, the Netherlands and all other members
of the European Community, Finland, Russia, Brazil,
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Colombia, Venezuela, Cameroon, Congo, Cote D'Ivoire,
Gabon, Papua New Guinea and the Philippines. Only 22 of
the 53 members have done so. Countries who have had
ratified the IATA-94 by September 13, 1996 are:

For more information contact: Jan-Willem Heezen, Skal
Forestry Certification; PO Box 384, 8000 AJ Zwolle, The
Netherlands; Phone: +31-(0)38-4226866; Fax: +31-(0)384213063; Email: skal@euronet.nl

•
Industrial countries:
Australia, Canada, Denmark, Japan, New Zealand,
Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland.

Postponement of Workshop Non-timber
Forest Products in Guyana

•
Developing countries:
Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, South
Korea, Thailand, Ghana, Liberia, Togo, Ecuador, Bolivia,
Panama, and Peru.
For more information contact: ITTO Secretariat;
International Organisations Centre, 5th floor, PacificoYokahama, 1-1-1, Minato-Mirai, Nishi-ku, Yokahama220,
Japan; Phone: +81-45-2231110; Fax: +81-45-223-1111.

Skal, Inspection Organisation for
Organic Production Methods
Since January 1997 Skal is accredited by the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC), thus being the fifth
organization allowed to certify forest management and
awarding the FSC hallmark.
Skal, founded in 1985, started investigating the possibilities
to certify sustainably produced timber and initiated its
"Forestry Certification Program" in 1994. Based on
production conditions of the organic agriculture, the Dutch
forestry policy plan, international regulations and the FSC a
certification system was developed. Certification of
sustainable forest management and its products aims at:
•

•

promoting sustainable timber production, sustainable
forest management in general and conservation of
the living environment of local population;
separating sustainably from non-sustainably
produced timber; and
providing reliable information to the consumer.
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As mentioned in the article "The Status of the
Extraction and Marketing of Timber and Non-Timber
Forest Products by Amerindians in the Guyanese Context"
in BOS NiEuWSLETTER 35, pp 15-22, February 1997, a
workshop on Non-timber Forest Products (NTFPs) was to
be organized by the Guyana Forestry Commission (GFC).
Funds for the organization of the workshop were made
available by the Guyana Government.
However, for the time being the workshop has been
postponed. GFC insisted that the Government would follow
the recommendations from the workshop on extraction and
marketing of NTFPs. The Guyana Government did not
want to comply to this demand upon which GFC decided to
postpone the workshop.

Logging in the Amazon
On May 8th Reuter forwarded the news report
"Greenpeace says Asian loggers put Amazon at risk."
According to the press release "Asian logging companies,
that have exhausted forest reserves in their own countries,
are moving into the Amazon rainforest, changing forever
the ecological, social and economic composition of the
region.", said Greenpeace in its report Logging the Planet.
It is stated that Southeast Asian logging companies have
acquired logging rights in Surinam, Guyana and, more
recently, land and sawmills in Brazil. According to
government estimates already 14% of Brazil's Amazon has
been destroyed. Last year WTK Group of Malaysia stated it
bought 300,000 hectares of forest deep in Amazonas state
and began doubling capacity at a sawmill it purchased in the
city Manaus. Brazil's Congress believes that multinationals
have already bought 1.4 million hectares of land in the
Amazon.

In its report Greenpeace urges the Brazilian government to
audit logging companies to prevent the worst players in the
forestry sector having access to Brazil's forest resources
and suspend issuing new logging licences to large foreign
firms.
For more information contact: Ana Toni; Email:
pdario@dialb. greenpeace.org

Cut and Run:
Illegal logging and timber trade in four
tropical countries
Investigations by Friends of the Earth International
(FoEI) and partner organizations (FoEI-AP in Brazil,
Enviro-Protect in Cameroon, FoE Ghana and Sobrevivencia
in Paraguay) in 1995-1996 have uncovered ample evidence
of continuing illegality in logging and timber trade in
Brazil, Cameroon, Ghana and Paraguay.
The case study in Brazil showed that timber concessions,
mostly for the extraction of mahogany, seem to serve as an
instrument to legalize timber coming from illegal sources,
including indian reserves and protected areas. Partly as a
result of NGO pressure and press coverage, the President
suspended the granting of new mahogany and virola
concessions in the Amazon for two years, and ordered an
unprecedented audit of concession management plans. This
audit revealed that at least 71 % of these plans were illegal.
The Ghana case study estimated that about one-third of the
logs are harvested illegally, with timber volumes still
increasing. Illegal chainsaw operations are the main factor,
often backed by people with political connections, and by
timber processing companies. Only 18% of all chainsaws in
the country are registered. Foreign exchange losses as a
result of illegal logging are estimated at over US$ 600,000
each month. If wood prices remain low and exploitation
continues as in recent years, the twelve species most in
demand will become extinct by 2006.

The project in Paraguay involved a one million hectare
illegal colonization scheme pushed by top government
officials in the Alto Paraguay area, with land speculation
involving members of the presidential family, violations of
indigenous land rights and illegal logging. All of this took
place within the context of the Hidrovia Industrial
Waterway Scheme, a mega-project involving five countries
and two river systems (the Parana river and Paraguay river
are to be canalized in order to open up the hinterland and
facilitate shipping. Countries involved are Argentina,
Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay, and Uruguay, ed.). In another
case, further south, illegal logging and cross-border log
trafficking to Brazil were exposed. Arrest warrants were
issued to some high officials, ans a parliamentary hearing
was held on the involvement of the Minister of Agriculture
and other government officials.
The project in Cameroon concluded that contradictory and
sometimes impracticable legislation plus totally inadequate
enforcement resources and wide-spread corruption were the
main reasons for thriving illegal practices in the timber
sector. Cameroon's drastic economic crisis since the late
1980s and harsh economic adjustment schemes pushed by
international aid agencies and financial institutions are
essential underlying factors.
Resentment among the local population against logging
companies in the main timber producing province in the
south-east is growing. They consider the granting of
concessions by the state as a handing over of their ancestral
lands to foreign interests, without any meaningful
compensation or benefits. An alarming side-effect of
logging is the depletion of the region's unique animal
diversity as a result of large-scale poaching and bushmeat
trade, in which logging employees and truck drivers play a
crucial role.
The case studies have demonstrated the importance of
continuous independent monitoring of logging and the
timber trade, the implementation of regulatory mechanisms,
and of the potential for successful lobbying of policy and
decision makers. There is an obvious role to play here for
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NGOs, who can form alliances with well-meaning officials
and government departments, and with involved local
communities that are committed to sustainable forest use
alternatives.

Third International Conference of the
International Alliance of Indigenous and
Tribal People of Tropical Forests

An appeal is made to the respective governments, to
international development aid and investment agencies, and
to timber traders and industry to use the results of the
project for policy reforms, better laws and regulations, and
action against those involved in illegal practices.

The "Alliance of Tropical Forests People" is the
only organization representing indigenous and tribal peoples
from Asia, Africa and South and Middle America. Since its
founding conference in February 1992 in Malaysia and the
second conference in Peru in 1993 the number of members
has drastically increased.

FoEI urges the International Panel on Forests (IPF) to give
priority to the issue of widespread illegality in the timber
sector in developing countries and countries with economies
in transition: not with generally phrased statements in its
final report, but in the form of action-oriented
recommendations to the coming sessions of the UN
Commission on Sustainable Development. These
recommendations should focus on:

In March the third conference took place in Nagpur, India.
Given the fact that many new members attended the
conference there was good opportunity to meet en get to
know each other and exchange ideas. However, because for
many participants the subjects were new little discussion
took place on items like the UN draft-Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples or the establishment of a
Permanent Forum for Indigenous Peoples.

•

As was reported on the conference, indigenous
representatives from South and Middle America and
Malaysia were denied visas by the Indian Government.
Likewise, no permission was given to visit several tribal
areas in the vicinity of Nagpur. It was stated that this was
an indication that some governments are getting quit
nervous if indigenous peoples are involved.

•

•

a global assessment, within one year, of the extent
of the illegal international trade in timber and other
forest products;
international assistance to governments in improving
national legislation, strengthening enforcement
agencies and involving NGOs and local communities
in the prevention and monitoring if illegal logging;
a critical review of existing international instruments
applying to the trade in forest products; wether
reforms of such instruments are an effective answer
to the problem should take priority over the question
of wether they restrict the freedom of trade.

For more information contact: FoEI; PO Box 19199, 1000
GD Amsterdam, The Netherlands; Phone: + 31-206221369; Fax: +31-20-6392181; Email: foeint@antenna.nl
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For more information contact: Leo van der Vlist, NCIV,
PO Box 94098, 1090 GB Amsterdam, The Netherlands;
Phone: +31-20-6938625; Fax: +31-20-6652818; Email:
nciv@antenna.nl

International Wood Congress
From 5-10 May the Ligna/Interholz exhibition took
place in Hannover, Germany. During this exhibition the
International Wood Congress took place, dealing amongst
others with the specific problems of forest management
certification. During the two days congress the gap between
producer en consumer countries on the subject of
certification repeatedly became clear, resulting in several
interesting statements.

The Brazilian Parliamentary Under-Secretary of the
Ministry of Environmental Affairs dr. Raimundo Deusdarâ
Filho reduced the problems of forest management
certification to economical proportions. "In the past many
mistakes have been made. Sustainable development is a
reaction to that. However, sustainable initiatives are costly
and if you lack money, any cost increase is a problem.
Certainly when you are not sure if there is any market for
your more costly product. Moreover, timber from natural
forests is always cheaper than timber from plantations. So,
solely calling for certification of forest management has
little meaning. What is needed is a partnership between
consumers and producers in order to stimulate the demand
for sustainable produced timber. The economic value and
the value of biodiversity are to be coupled."

Marian Fisher, chairman of the German Association of
Forest Owners, stated that "the German forest owners are
not interested in certification. We will build up our own
credibility. The consumer can get enough information
through a mark of origin. Our recognition is openness,
everybody cam have a look at out forests. There is no
prohibition of entrance. Institutionalization through
certificates only costs money."

Dr. Filho was supported by dr. H.S. Leng from the
Malaysian Timber Council who warned for a to fierce
European pressure. "The Europeans don't always realise
that we as producers take the biggest interest in sustainable
forest management. If our forests would be closed or
destroyed the Malaysian economy would collapse.
Therefore it can't be a sunset-industry, we have to go on.
But in our own pace and in line with the year 2000 goal as
agreed on in the ITTO context. Mainly the West has an
over strained expectation of certification. Only 1,5% of our
commercially felled timber is exported to the European
market. The private sector will therefore only have forests
certified producing timber for the European market.
Furthermore authorities have only limited funds for
forestry. An increased demand for certification will stow
this budget to model-forests. Unreasonable certification
demands will therefore only benefit a small proportion of
the global forests, while the rest will be increasingly
threatened. "

Tony Rotherham of the Canadian Pulp and Paper
Association disappointed those "who think that all problems
with certification are resolved within five years." He also
said that the process is taking much time and has to deal
with a growing world population. "The growing world
population is the biggest threat for the forests and in this
respect certification will not resolve anything." He also
stated that "in Canada a certification plan was started with
participation of the government, organizations and the
population under ISO, because this approach does not result
in any trade barriers." "Besides the provinces Ontario and
New Brunswick also 15 companies and 2 private forest
owners have committed themselves to this process,
coordinated by the Canadian Standards Organisation and
covering more than 15 million hectares." According to
Rotherham realisation of the chain-of-custody is difficult
but will in the long run be established, hopefully based on a
percentage-based timber flow in stead of segregation of
sustainable from unsustainable produced timber.

Dr. Leng also stated that "there is no evidence that the
consumer is willing to pay more for sustainably produced
timber and a potential price increase will favour cheap and
less environmental friendly alternatives."

On behalf of Initiative Tropenwald Stefan Schardt informed
that the period of awareness raising on sustainable forest
management and formulation of criteria is now over.
Recently the organization has started a process to transform
itself into a more service-oriented organization aiming to
mediate between producer countries, certifiers, importers

Mr. Louis Djomo of the African Forest Action Network
stated that "in Africa certification is surrounded by
uncertainty. Ten percent of our products is exported to the
European market. The Asian market is open for all
products, certified or not. If the discussion goes on like
this, Europe is going to mis African timber."
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and trade and processors. A private hallmark will have give
certainty to the consumer.
Given the statements of Brazil and Malaysia it may seem
that both countries are refractory. However, the opposite is
true, both countries acknowledged. Brazil has issued an
alteration of the law and cut subsidies on the opening up of
forests. "But these initiatives are only meaningful if they do
not negatively influence the timber market. It is therefore of
great importance that initiatives are taken in all timber and
timber products producing countries."
Malaysia in its turn has implemented cutting restrictions
and has committed itself to the ITTO objective to come to
sustainable forest management in the year 2000.

The seminar concluded that:
•

there exists a clear demand for certified timber in
some North European countries which should be
addressed by the region as soon as possible;

•

there is a need to support the current processes in
Ghana and Cameroon (where national working
groups on certification have already been set up and
a draft set of standards will soon be field-tested) and
to create new initiatives of national working groups
in countries of the region. These should comprise
different stakeholder groups in the forestry and
timber sectors, in order to produce national
standards of "good forest management" which can
be applied for certification. These working groups
need the support of their respective governments but
should also be able to work on an independent basis;

•

market information for the national initiatives on
forest certification and timber labelling should be
improved and a local certifier capacity should be
established;

•

on the regional level there is a need to share
information between the different national initiatives
through the establishment of an independent regional
structure, eventually to be overseen by the African
Timber Organisation.

Source: Het bos heeft een probleem, het westen weet de
oplossing. Houtwereld, jaargang 50, no. 11, 28 mei 1997.
Phone: +31-(0)10-4274167; Fax: +31-(0)10-4732640.

Promotion of Certification in Africa
On 25-16 November 1996 the African Regional
Seminar on Forest Certification and Timber Labelling took
place in Accra, Ghana. The objective of the seminar was to
share information amongst stakeholders in West and
Central Africa, on the purpose, evolution and opportunities
of forest certification and timber labelling, and on recent
developments in the African region.
The seminar aimed to access how specific regional
initiatives could help countries to adopt certification
approaches that both respond to market demands and
improve forest management. The seminar was organized by
the WWF-Belgium and the International Institute for
Environment and Development (IIED), within the
framework of their project "Promotion of Sustainable
Forest Management and Certification in West and Central
Africa." The seminar was funded by the European
Commission.
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For more information contact: Mr. Jean-Luc Roux, Project
Manager, WWF-Belgium, rue de l'Abbaye 46, 1050
Brussels, Belgium; Fax: +32-2-3400954.

Ministry of Primary Industries Malaysia
In the Malaysian New Strait Times of 12 April 1997
Minister Dr. Lim Keng Yaik said that Malaysia is not
against a convention or mechanism to protect the wold's
forests, provided that it is transparent and not aimed at only
certain types of forests.

Referring to the exploitation of tropical forests, now guided
by the I ATA, Dr. Lim said it was difficult to justify that
developed countries have no simular parallel commitment
for temperate and boreal forest. If there was a serious
attempt by countries of the North and NGOs to implement
sustainable forest management, as decided by the Rio
summit, then such a mechanism should be in place.
It was reported that the 15 European Union countries,
Canada and several tropical wood producers like Malaysia
and Indonesia are proposing a new legally-binding
convention to protect the world's forests. However, the US,
Brazil and some developing countries are against such
mechanism. NGO also oppose arguing that reaching
consensus will mean that countries might have to negotiate
for the lowest common denominator.
Dr. Lim also stated that "boycotts and banning, and
negative campaigns of tropical forest products would only
aggravate problems of producers, especially poor
countries."
The Malaysian Business Times of 25 April 1997 reported
on Dr. Lim statements regarding Malaysian firms to uphold
the country's name and image. Dr. Lim said that these
firms had been asked to conduct their business operations
fairly and practise good management to bring economic as
well as social benefits to their host country.

In a statement issued on his return from an official visit to
Gabon and Cameroon, Dr. Lim said he informed the
companies concerned that the Government was monitoring
their activities to ensure that they were conducted in a
responsible manner. "I have also indicated that Malaysian
timber companies are not inclined towards the outright
purchasing of local business enterprises or engaging in
short term business ventures, but would prefer to enter into
long-term relationships for mutual benefit."
At his visit the Minister offered to share Malaysia's
experience in developing policies in forestry, the
strengthening of institutions as well as development of
criteria, indicators and targets for sustainable development.
The Malaysian Business Times of 15 April 1997 reported
on Mr. Haron Siraj, secretary-general of the Ministry of
Primary Industries. At the opening of the ITTO workshop
on tropical forestry an timber trade statistics he said:
"Europe, which used to be a significant market for tropical
timber, saw a continual decline in imports of tropical
timber. With the emergence of China and South Asian
countries as major timber importers, the focus of timber
trade has now shifted to Asia Pacific."
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DUTCH MEDI@ REPORTING...
The Dutch media regularly reports on national and international public and political developments and
points of view on issues regarding forests, forestry, sustainable forest use and management, and forest
products trade. This column presents translations of articles and news reports in the Dutch media which
are found relevant, interesting or original. If you are struck by an article or you find a news report
worthwhile for inclusion please send it to us.
Laurens Vogelezang

It journaal, Volume 6, No. 7, 15th of May 1997, page 3.

Hallmarks stimulate sustainable timber production
Timber trade organisation wants to banish "inapt timber" before 2000
Year-long actions against the clear cut of tropical rainforests have had their results: the demand for "inapt timber" has
declined drastically. Producers and traders are now preparing for the year 2000. The international timber trade
organisation (ITTO) aims that trade by then is restricted to timber stemming from sustainably managed forests. Hallmarks
are to play an important role in this. However, how unambiguous are such hallmarks when billions of dollars are at stake?
The Solomon Islands and Malaysia are tackling the issue in their own way.
On the 23 rd of April the atmosphere
was exuberant on the timber-yard of
Swift Hout in Dieren. With a good deal
of singing, applause en satisfied faces
the extensive delegation from the
Solomon Islands received their eagerly
desired certificate. The Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) - an
international independent council for
forest management with among others
the environmental movement, timber
traders and forest managers in its midst
- definitely judged the 250 producer
groups of Swift (Solomon Western
Islands Fare Trade) to manage their
forests in a sustainable way. Likewise
FSC declared that there is no danger of
"wheeling and dealing" in the Swift-
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chain from producer to consumer.
Therefore, from now the FSC hallmark
may decorate sawn trunks. And if the
Dutch consumer is willing to pay a bit
more for this sustainable product, the
continued existence is secured.

is benefiting insufficiently, and the
predatory methods predict the worse
for the future. The United Church of
the Solomon Islands could not bare this
any longer; with strong financial
support from the Dutch interchurch
development organisation ICCO it took
Because the enormous forest area of the the lead in the establishment of a smallarchipelago is diminishing rapidly, the
scale, sustainable alternative, the Swift
strive for sustainability is not a
project. By awarding the FSC hallmark
superfluous luxury. Now the Asian
the chances for survival of Swift have
forests are running out logging
considerably been increased.
companies are among others setting
foot in the Solomon Islands. With many With that the Swift producers seem to
false promises and waving with money be well prepared for the magical year
bags they now acquire large
2000. By then trade in tropical timber
concessions. Timber exports have
will be restricted to timber originating
increased considerably but the country
from sustainably managed forests. At
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least that is what was stated by timber
producing and consuming countries,
united in the ITTO, the international
timber trade organisation. This
intension was expressed by the ITTO in
1990 under strong international
pressure, as a result of the worldwide
deforestation. It is true that with the
2000-decision ITTO can not force its
affiliated producers to sustainable
management but it does influence the
tone on the market. Many producers
now fear for market loss if they do not
adjust their management. The 2000
decision has thoroughly stirred the
sector.

market worldwide, against a global
flow of trade of about 3,5 billion cubic
metres. The year 2000 is rapidly
closing in and the share of "sustainable
timber" in the total amount of
production is by far not sufficient. Are
ITTO members to slowly prepare
themselves for a worldwide evasion of
their own rules of the game, or are
there alternatives?

Shortcomings

The Malaysian working group
has at the moment made the biggest
progress. This is not so surprising
because Malaysia has to deal with a
considerable problem. Because of
environmental actions the timber sale in
the Netherlands - the main European
business partner - has diminished by
almost 50%. The Malaysian timber is
"contaminated" and urgently needs to
In 1995 this question was the reason for
be cleansed.
the Dutch Government for a different
approach; the second road to
The Malaysians have taken the ITTO
sustainable forest management. An
criteria for sustainable forest
approach based on the
management as starting point for this
recommendations of the Wageningen
purification and adapt them for use in
retired professor in Nature
Rigorous
three states. On this basis an
Management Prof. Dr. Claus
FSC-timber passes the ITTOindependent inspection institute, SGS
Stortenbeker.
He presided a scientific
test easily, so you would expect that
Malaysia, has assessed the three
producers in great numbers nock on the commission trying to formulate
involved forestry department. SGS
unambiguous criteria for sustainable
door of the FSC, at this moment the
recorded some important shortcomings.
forest management. This proved to be
most important hall-mark supplier.
Incorrect road construction for example
an impossible job. Stortenbeker
However, this is not the case. FSC is
caused excessive erosion. Also accurate
therefore advised to come to a precise
not equally beloved everywhere.
estimation of potential negative effects
formulation of criteria per country,
Producing countries can not directly
of timber harvesting on the biodiversity
taking the specific conditions into
exert influence on non governmental
is lacking. This is hindering the
account
and by means of bilateral
organizations. The sometimes see FSC
implementation of preventive measures.
deliberation. Furthermore, forest
as a pendant of the detested
The departments have promised to
managers should be able to adapt their
environmental movement. Besides,
implement the necessary improvements
management gradually; if not they are
according to some forest managers the
before the year 2000 and have received
not willing to cooperate and you may
FSC requirements are to rigorous and
a "provisional certificate".
forget
large-scale sustainable forest
hinder the conduct of business. And
management. Together with the Dutch
certification is expensive, while the
Furthermore the inspection institute
timber trade sector, the Dutch
guaranty for a higher price is lacking.
assessed five timber processing
In short, there are billions of dollars at Government therefore started
companies in order to see if they could
stake and producers don't feel any need negotiations with the most important
guarantee a segregated timber flow.
tropical timber supplying countries:
for critical inquisitive persons
They all can. Besides, four of the five
Indonesia, Gabon, Cameroon, and
disrupting the lucrative trade.
solely process timber from the
Malaysia. Step-by-step four bilateral
provisionally certified forests and
working groups are working out the
This year about half a million cubic
therefore received the so-called "chainplans.
metres of FSC-timber will enter the
of-custody certificate". The assessment
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FSC certified timber from the Solomon Islands in the SWIFT yard. From left to right: Klaas Kuperus,
mr. Tineke Lodders-Elfferich, chairman of
ICCO; Silas Teu, head of the forestry section, member of SWIFT; Cert van Rees, team leader East-Asia of ICCO. ® Fred Floogervorst, 1997.

by SGS can be seen as a small
revolution. Never before were such
inquisitors tolerated in Malaysia.
Among tropical timber experts however
there exist indistinctness about the
contract between Malaysia and SGS. It
would have been broken. It is said that,
instead of a provisional certificate, one
now talks of a declaration. This
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indistinctness raises the question if the
contract as regards content has been
altered. Have the criteria been
changed? Can SGS maintain its
independence in the struggle for power
of authorities, traders, multinationals
and the environmental movement?
Essential questions, because without an
independent controlling institute the
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Netherlands-Malaysian construction
would immediately collapse.

Forest campaign
Frank Miller, director of SGS
Oxford, is without a shadow of doubt
in respect to the integrity of his
Malaysian colleagues. Nevertheless it is
true that the first shipment of timber to
the Netherlands is accompanied by a

declaration - not a provisional
The government has just recently tried
certificate - addressing where the origin to meet Hart voor Hout by formulating
of the timber and the requirements met. as yet minimum requirements for the
A document that can't be
assessment of hall-marks for
misinterpreted, thinks the director.
sustainably produced timber. This is at
right angles to the aspiration to settle
This is supported by Dr. Ir. Herbert
the management through bilateral
Diemont. Working for the Institute for
agreements. This twist is mainly a
Forestry and Nature Research (Instituut political compromise. The four
voor Bos- en Natuuronderzoek, IBNinvolved Ministries - Economic Affairs,
DLO) he is an independent expert
Agriculture, Nature Management and
within the Malaysian working group.
Fisheries, Housing, Spatial Planning
He is pleased that Hart voor Hout
and the Environment, and the
(Heart for Timber) - the forest
Directorate General for International
campaign of Milieudefensie (Friends of Cooperation - are sometimes in conflict
the Earth Netherlands), Novib and
and the Parliament and the
WWF Netherlands - will not call for a
environmental movement are constantly
boycott of this first shipment. Hart
picking on the ministers. Van Aartsen
voor Hout is a supporter of the FSC
and Pronk therefore finally conjured up
hall-mark and has never wanted to
the package of minimum requirements.
cooperate to the phased bilateral
approach of the government and trade
Diemont investigated for them if the
sector; the second road that is to lead to first Malaysian shipment could uphold
sustainable forest management.
to this test. He judged positive,
Diemont hopes that Hart voor Hout will stressing that it was his interpretation of
now overcome this gap.
the woolly ministerial criteria. That
these criteria for sustainable forest

management remain shadowy is not so
surprisingly. Stortenbeker already
stumbled into this problem before and
therefore advised the bilateral
approach. Diemont clearly isn't happy
with this ambiguous government policy
but accepts it "as a political fact".
Malaysia has more than 10 million
hectares of forest to its disposal and
Indonesia even a 100 million hectares.
Diemont: "In Malaysia three states now
take part, but it is spreading to the rest
of the country. Maybe even Sarawak
(now known as the school example of
bad forest management) will join.
Malaysia has been severely talked
about, mainly after the 1990 ITTO
report criticizing its forestry practices.
On the other hand, Malaysia was the
first to allow a ITTO mission. If it
doesn't succeed now in Malaysia, it
won't succeed anywhere."

On the 17th of March this year the BOS Foundation
was commissioned a project by the Keurhout Foundation.
The project envisages a study on the "Pilot study on timber
certification in Malaysia", which is part of the bilateral
cooperation between Malaysia and The Netherlands.

the chain-of-custody in the three West-Malaysian states. It
also briefly deals with reactions on the pilot study in
Malaysia and The Netherlands. The report also includes a
discussion, and conclusions and recommendations with
respect to the progress of the process to come to sustainable
forest management in Malaysia before the year 2000.

In brief the report gives insight in the cooperation between
Malaysia and The Netherlands and the pilot study, also
against the background of (inter)national developments in
the field of sustainable forest management. The report deals
with the methodology and the results of the assessment
carried out by SGS-Malaysia of the forest management and

Given the preparation of the report the above article,
although in general describing the difficult issue
appropriately, offers incomplete information/deficiencies on
some important matters information. When the report is
finished you will be further informed in detail on the
subject.

Note from the editor
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BOS News.
The Congo Basin.
The Congo Basin covers the Central African Republic,
Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly
Zaire), Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, and Cameroon. The
region is characterized by a great biological and cultural
diversity. The region includes a large number of centra of
plant diversity and endemism. Some examples are Mount
Cameroon (Cameroon), the Cristal Mountains (Gabon) and
Mayombe (the Congos).
Until today the Congo Basin is a more or less closed forest
area. However, the last decennium the biological and
cultural diversity are becoming more and more threatened.
Because of a growing population, deforestation, timber
exploitation, plantations, fires, hunting and mining the
forest area is diminishing and is the environment of forest
people, e.g. of the pygmies, affected. The situation is
worsened by political circumstances like wars, selfenrichment by authorities, and the entrance of foreign "well
known" (timber) companies.
The negative effects on the biological and cultural diversity
are alarming. The BOS Foundation and the Netherlands
Committee for IUCN intend to give insight in the biological
and cultural diversity of the region, the recent
developments threatening this diversity, and above all the
local, national and international initiatives for sustainable
use and management of the tropical forests and natural
resources in the Congo Basin.
Like the publication "The Guyana Shield; Recent
Developments and alternatives for Sustainable
Development" the BOS Foundation will dedicate a theme
number of the BOS NiEuWSLETTER to the Congo Basin.
In the framework of its Tropical Forests Programme
realisation of the issue will take place in close collaboration
with the NC-IUCN. Publication is foreseen in both English
and French.
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The theme number on the Congo Basin will be published in
October 1997 and will again include a special full-colour
section. The publication will have three main field of
attention:
•
•
•

biological and cultural diversity;
recent developments: threats to biological and
cultural diversity;
local, national and international initiatives for the
protection and sustainable use and management of
the tropical forests and natural resources in the
region.

Those who wish to contribute to this publication are kindly
requested to send their contribution to the editor of the BOS
NiEuWSLETTER. The deadline for contributions is set on
September the 15th. For guidelines for articles please see
the back-cover. I am awaiting your reactions.
If you know others who might be interested in contributing
please let them know.

Pilot study on Timber Certification in
Malaysia.
On the 17th of March this year the BOS Foundation was
commissioned by the Keurhout Foundation to implement a
project. The project envisages a study on the "Pilot study
on timber certification in Malaysia", which is part of the
bilateral cooperation between Malaysia and The
Netherlands.
In brief the report gives insight in the cooperation between
Malaysia and The Netherlands and the pilot study, also
against the background of (inter)national developments in
the field of sustainable forest management. The report deals
with the methodology and the results of the assessment
carried out by SGS-Malaysia of the forest management and
the chain-of-custody in the three West-Malaysian states. It

also briefly deals with reactions on the pilot study in
Malaysia and The Netherlands. The report also includes a
discussion, and conclusions and recommendations with
respect to the progress of the process to come to sustainable
forest management in Malaysia before the year 2000.
The project is financially supported by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries, Directorate
Nature Management, Department of International Affairs.
Implementation of the project took place in close
cooperation with a supervisory group, including
representatives from the Keurhout Foundation, the Ministry
of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries, the
Institute for Forest and Nature Research, and Both Ends.
Preparation of the report is now in its final stage. Further
information will soon follow.

Management of Tropical Secondary
Forests in Africa and Asia. An inventory.
In May 1997 the Directorate General for International
Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs granted the
project "Management of Tropical Secondary Forests in
Africa and Asia. An Inventory." to the BOS Foundation.
The project aims to give insight:
•

•

in the origin, area, location, property and
management potential of tropical secondary forest in
Africa and Asia;
in the problems and solutions concerning the
significance and development potentials of tropical
secondary forest management.

The project will also give an overview of existing literature
and persons and institutions involved in tropical secondary
forest management.
The project includes the organization of a workshop, most
probably in the beginning of December, which aims to
come to final conclusions and recommendations in order to
stimulate the significance and development potential of
tropical secondary forest management.
Publication of the report is envisaged in October 1997. It is
also envisaged that the report will be presented at a sideconference on secondary forest at the World Forestry
Congress in October this year.
If you have relevant information on the subject, please do
not hesitate to inform Bert van der Linden or Peter Sips at
the BOS secretariate.

Subscription for 1997.
Along with this issue you will find a giro-check for
payment of your subscription fees for 1997.
Like for 1996, the subscription fees are as follows:
Individuals
•
Dfl. 30,- for students;
•
Dfl. 60,- for others in Europe;
•
Dfl. 75,- for others outside.
Organizations
•
Dfl. 75,- for local organizations in the tropics;
•
Dfl. 125,- for other organization.
Your subscription is highly valued, as goos for
contributions to the BOS NiEuWSLETTER.
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Short News.
Meetings
1997
• July, Santa Cruz, Bolivia
Symposium on Sustainable Management and
Low-impact Logging in the Tropics.
Contact: William Cordero, BOLFOR, Casilla
6204, Santa Cruz, Bolivia; Phone: +591-3367404; Fax: +591-3-364319; Email:
bolfor@ugrm
• 7-12 July, Pullman, USA.
Forest Products for Sustainable Forestry.
Contact: WSU Conferences & Institutes; Phone:
1-509-3353530; Fax: 1-509-3350945; Email:
wsuconf@mail. wsu. edu
• 17-19 July, Bangkok, Thailand.
Community Forestry at a Crossroads:
reflections and Future Directions in the
Development of Community Forestry.
Contact: Dr. Somsak Sukwong, Director
RECOFTC, Kasetsart University, PO Box
1111, Bangkok 10903, Thailand. Phone: +66-29405700; Fax: +66-2-5614880; Email:
ftcss@nontri.ku.ac.th or
corveer@mozart.inet.co.th
• 20-26 July, Panama, Panama.
Segundo Seminario taller Latinoamericano y
tercer taller Centroamericano de
Investigacion y Extension Forestal y
Agroforestal.
Contact: Calos Sanchez, Pres. de CONIEFA,
Apdo. 813-0203, Zona 3, Panama; Phone:
+507-993-3585; Fax: +507-993-3386.
• August, Colombo, Brazil.
Symposium on Silviculture and Genetic
Improvement of Eucalyptus.
Contact: Coordinator of Technical Committee,
EMBRAPA - CNPF, C.P. 319, CEP 83411000, Colombo, Brazil; Email:
eucalypt@cnpf.embrapa.br
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• 11-15 August, Yogyakarta, Indonesia.
Forest Environment in a Changing World.
Contact: Timothy Boyle, CIFOR, PO Box 6596,
JK PWB, Jakarta 10065, Indonesia; Fax: +62251-326433; Email: boyle@cgnet.com
• 24-29 August, Salvador, Brazil.
4"' Conference of the Latin American and
Caribbean Forestry Information Systems
Network.
Contact: E. Schaitza, Secretaria da Commissäo
Organizadora, EMBRAPA/CNP Florestas, C.P.
319, Colombo, PR, CEP 83 411-000, Brazil;
Phone: +55-41-3591313; Fax: +55-413592276; Email: eucalypt@cnpf.embrapa.br
• 24-29 August, Salvador, Brazil.
IUFRO Symposium on Silviculture and
Genetic Improvement of Eucalyptus.
Contact: Secretaria, EMBRAPA/CNP
Florestas, Caixa Postal 319, Colombo, PR, CEP
83, 411-000, Brazil; Phone: +55-41-3591313;
Fax: +55-41-3592276; Email:
eucal ypt@cnpf.embrapa.br
• September, Belém, Parana, Brazil.
Low Impact Logging in the Tropics.
Contact: Perminio Pascoäl Costa Filho,
Brazilian Agricultural Research Corp., C.P. 48,
CEP 66240 Belém, Parana, Brazil; Phone:
+ 55-91-2266622; Fax: +55-91-2269845.
• 1-6 September, Antwerp, Belgium.
XXXVth International Apicultural Congress.
Contact: APIMONDIA, General Secretariat,
Corso Vittorio Emanuele 101, 1-00186 Rome,
Italy; Phone/Fax: +39-6-685-2286; Email:
APIMONDIA@MCLINK. IT
• 3-5 September, Valdivia, Chile.
Modelling Growth of Fast-growing Tree
Species. IUFRO 4.01.00
Contact: Alicia Ortega, Dept. of Forest
Management, Universidad Austral de Chile,
Casilla 567, Valdivia, Chile; Phone: +56-63216186; Fax: +56-63-224677; Email:
aortega@valdivia.uca.uach.cl
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• 6-12 September, Nairobi, Kenya.
2nd IUFRO Extension Working Party
Symposium: forestry extension: research and
practice for the 2V century.
Contact: Dr. Alice A. Kaudia, Kenya Forestry
Research Institute, PO Box 20412, Nairobi,
Kenya; Phone: +254-154-32541; Fax: +254154-32844; Email: akaudia@ttsasa.unon.org.ke
• 8-13 September, Kyoto, Japan.
Sustainable Management of Small-Scale
Forestry - IUFRO 3.08.00.
Contact: Ikou Ota, Graduate School of
Agriculture, Kyoto University, Kitashirakawa
Sakyo, Kyoto 606-01, Japan; Phone: +81-75753-6183, Fax: + 81-75-753-6191; Email:
ikuota@kais. kyoto-u .ac.jp
• 13-22 October, Antalya, Turkey.
Forestry for Sustainable Development:
Towards the 21st Century. XI World
Forestry Congress.
Contact: Mesut Y. Kamiloglu, SecretaryGeneral, XI World Forestry Congress, Ministry
of Forestry, Ataturk Bulvari 153, Ankara,
Turkey; Phone: 90-312-4177724; Fax: 90-312417417; Email: obdi-f@servis.net.tr
• 20-27 October, Thimphu, Bhutan.
Forest Operations in Himalayan Forests with
Special Consideration of Ergonomie & Socio
economic Problems.
Contact: W.Guglhoer, IFMP Liaison Office,
Thimphu, Bhutan; Fax: +975-2-24496 or H.R.
Heiniman, ETH Zentrum; Phone: +41-1-6321111, Fax: +41-1-632-1146; Email:
heiniman@piw.waho.ethz.ch
• November, Pucón, Chile.
Pests of Forest Trees of Rapid Growth with
emphasis on Pinus and Eucalyptus.
Contact: R.I Alfaro, Forestry Canada - Pacific
and Yukon Region, 506 West Burnside Rd,
Victoria, British Columbia V8Z 1M5, Canada;
Fax: +1-604-3880775; Email:
ralfaro@al. pfc. forestry. ca

• 10-12 November, Turrialba, Costa Rica.
Ecology and Management of Tropical
Secondary Forests: science, people and
policy.
Contact: Bryan Finegan, CATIE, 7170
Turrialba, Costa Rica; Phone: +506-556-0401;
Fax: +506-556-1533; Email:
bfinegan@computo. catie.ac.cr
• 25-26 November, Wageningen, The
Netherlands.
Contribution of Research to the Conservation
and Sustainable Use and Management of
Tropical Rainforests.
Contact: Prof. Dr. K.J. Beek, Tropenbos, PO
Bos 232, 6700 AE Wageningen, The
Netherlands; Phone: +31 (317)-426262; Fax:
+ 31 (317)-423024; Email:
tropenbos@iac.agro.nl

1998
• ?

New Approaches to Integrated Management
of Primary and Secondary Forests for the 21st
Century.
Contact: Dr. Natilio Silva, Brazilian
Agricultural Research Corp., C.P. 48, CEP
66240 Beiern, Para, Brazil; Phone: + 55-912266622; Fax: +55-91-2269845; Email:
natalino@marajo.secom.ufpa.br
• 9-14 February, Hanoi, Vietnam.
Leucaena - Adaptation, Quality & Farming
Systems.
Contact: Dr. R.C. Gutteridge and Assoc.
Professor H.M. Shelton, Department of
Agriculture, University of Queensland, Brisbane
Qld 4072 Australia; Phone: +61-7-3365-2807;
Fax: +61-7-3365-1188; Email:
r. gutteridge@mailbox. uq. edu. au

• 24-28 August, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario,
Canada.
Third International Forest Vegetation
Management Conference.
Contact: IFVMC # 3, Ontario Forest Research
Institute, Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources, 1235 Queen St. E., Sault Ste.
Marie, Ontario, Canada P6A 5N5; Phone: (705)
946-2981; Fax: (705) 946-2030; Email:
ifvmc3@epo.gov.on. ca
• 12-17 October, Seoul, Korea.
Forest Ecosystem and Land Use in the
Mountain Areas.
Contact: Don Lee, Seoul National University,
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Dep.
Of Forest Resources, 103 Seoodoondong,
Suwon 441-744, Korea; Email:
leedk@plaza. snu. ac. kr
• 22-28 November, Valdivia, Chile.
Sustainable Management of Forest Resources:
Challenge of the 21s1 Century.
Contact: secretaria de CONAF, Avenida Bulnes
286, 6e piso; Phone/fax: +56-2-6972273;
Email: dejecuti@iusanet.cl

Courses
1997
• 5 July-8 August, Oxford, United Kingdom.
Agroforestry: Trees in support of Agriculture.
This 5 week course addresses the key issues in agroforestry, emphasising
the philosophy and practice of agroforestry. Key topics include: place and
management of trees within agroforestry systems, tree-crop interactions,
and the role of agroforestry within national development. Environmental
and social aspects of agroforestry will also be explored. The course
includes a one week field visit to sites around the UK.
Location: Oxford Forestry Institute, Oxford, UK. Language: English.
Costs: £ 3.900 excl. accommodation. Contact:
• 11 August-12 December, Bangkok, Thailand.
Certificate Course in Community Forestry.
As governments throughout the region decentralize their bureaucracies and
attempt to hand management of forest back to local communities, forestry
and natural resource professionalism must not see their role solely as
protectors of the forest-, but should also be adept at recognizing
communities' needs, facilitating discussion and debate, and mobilizing and
engaging local communities effectively. This course provides an
introduction into participatory management and community-based forestry.

Language: English. Location: Bangkok, Thailand. Costs: US$ 9,950.
Contact: Dr. Sukwong Somsak, RECOFTC, Kasetsart University, PO Box
1111, Bangkok 10903, Thailand. Phone: +66-2-9405700; Fax: +66-25614880; Email: ftcss@nontri.ku.ac.th or corveer@mozart.inet.co.th
• 18 August-21 August, Leusden, The Netherlands.
Environment and Sustainable Development.
Attention is paid to recent developments in the field of sustainable
development in developing countries. The course tries to link policy,
analysis and development, and concrete projects.
The four days course starts from an environmental angle, the Netherlands
policy towards sustainable development, and visions on the relation
between men, nature and economy. The second day is focussed on the
analysis of environmental problems at project level. Day three focusses on
the development of guidelines for design and implementation of projects
and activities aimed at environment and sustainable development. On day
four a plan of action is designed integrating all aspects of sustainable
development within ones one working situation.
Language: Dutch. Location: Leusden, The Netherlands. Costs: f. 3000,Guilders. Contact: ETC Foundation, Verona Groverman or Ellen
Radstake, ETC, PO Box 64, 3830 AB Leusden; Phone: +31 (0)33-
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4943086; Fax: +31 (0)33-4940791; Email: office@etcnl.nl
Deadline for application: 7 July 1997.
• September 1997-January 1999, WAU, Wageningen, The Netherlands.
International Master of Science Tropical Forestry.
The 17 months programme is a problem-oriented, focussing on report
writing and thesis research. Thesis research fields include: tropical rain
forest ecology and management in West Africa, rain forest canopy
research in French Guyana, utilization and management systems of
silvopastoral vegetations in the Sahel, and the role of forestry in land use
planning in the Atlantic zone of Costa Rica. The course offers two
specializations: social forestry and silviculture & forest ecology.
The specialization social forestry provides opportunities to focus on social,
economical, extension and policy aspects of the use of trees and forests by
rural people. The specialization silviculture & forest ecology provides
opportunities to focus on ecology, silvicultural systems based on natural
regeneration, and timber production. Applicants should have a BSC in
forestry (or equivalent), fluency in English, and preferably working
experience. Deadline for application for the 1998-1999 course: before
November 15'\ 1997. The programme starts annually in September.
Language: English. Location: Wageningen, The Netherlands. Costs: f.
11.000 + f. 1.000 - 5.000 for research overseas + f. 1.500 Guilders for
costs of living. Contact: Ms Jeanine Hermans, PO Box 453, 6701 DH
Wageningen, The Netherlands; Phone: +31-317-482680; Fax: + 31-317484464; Email: jeanine.hermans@DOFFS.SZ.WAU.NL

• September 1997-September 1998.
Forest Survey.
The professional master course aims to provide participants with specialist
knowledge and technical skills to enable them to design and lead the
execution of survey projects involving the acquisition and analysis of
geographical data to support forest resource management and land use
planning.
The course in designed for staff from forest management agencies. The
course contains a natural resource management module, discipline specific
subjects, remote sensing/GIS module, land evaluation/land use planning
module, fieldwork, personal study topic, and an exit module.
Language: English. Location: Enschede, The Netherlands. Costs: f.
17.000 + f. 1.500 Guilders subsistence allowance. Contact: ITC Student
Registration Office, Mrs. A. Scheggetman, PO Box 6, 7500 AA Enschede,
The Netherlands; Phone: +31-(0)53-4874205; Fax: +31-(0)53-4874238;
Email: education@itc.nl
• 7 September-12 December, Wageningen, The Netherlands.
International Course on Local Level Management of Trees and Forests
for Sustainable Land Use.
The aim of the course is to strengthen the ability of participants to design
and evaluate policies and programmes which promote community forestry
in programmes for rural development as well as for forest protection and
biodiversity conservation.

• September 1997-September 1998.
Forestry for Rural Development.
The professional master degree course aims to provide participants with
specialist knowledge and skills to enable them to acquire and use
geographical information for decision support on the strengthening of the
role of trees and other woody plants for local communities and in
sustainable rural development.

Training is participatory and experience-based. Apart from lectures, the
training methods include workshops in small groups, role plays, slide and
video presentations as well as individual work sessions. Case studies will
be extensively used as models for illustrating the effect of approaches,
conditions and context on the impact and sustainability of community
forestry. Short technical excursions and a period of field work will
confront concepts and case material with development practice in the
Netherlands and will strengthen participants' skills in methods of rural
appraisal.

The course is designed for staff from government and ngo's involved in
community forestry projects and programmes or rural development
projects in which trees play an important role. The course contains a
natural resource management module, discipline specific subjects, remote
sensing/GIS module, land evaluation/land use planning module, fieldwork,
personal study topic, and an exit module.

Language: English. Location: IAC, Wageningen, The Netherlands. Costs:
f 5.500 Guilders. Contact: IAC; PO Box 88, 6700 AB Wageningen, The
Netherlands; Phone: +31-317-490111; Fax: +31-317-418552; Email:
IAC@IAC. AGRO. NL

Language: English. Location: Enschede, The Netherlands. Costs: f.
16.500 + f. 1.500 Guilders subsistence allowance. Contact: ITC Student
Registration Office, Mrs. A. Scheggetman, PO Box 6, 7500 AA Enschede,
The Netherlands; Phone: +31-(0)53-4874205; Fax: +31-(0)53-4874238;
Email: education@itc.nl

• 21 September-3 October, Clemson, USA.
Managing Forested Ecosystems.
Objective is for silviculturists, biologists, and related specialists to explore
opportunities and techniques for managing forest structure and composition
to achieve compatible objectives or wildlife, fisheries, timber production
and other uses. Focus is on landscape and stand-level aspects for eastern
forest types.
Language: English. Location: Clemson University. Costs: $2000. Contact:
Dr, J. Haymond, Clemson University, Clemson, SC 29634-1003, USA;
Phone: +864-656-4831.
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• 22 September-3 October, Canberra, Australia.
Forest Conservation genetics: principles and practice.
The course aims to give participants:
an understanding of plant population genetics principles sufficient
for strategic planning and assessment;
an appreciation of the role of population genetics in forest
biodiversity conservation;
an awareness of the impacts of human interventions on forest
genetic structure and dynamics;
the capacity to apply their understanding to better conserve forest
biodiversity in both natural and managed ecosystems.
The course comprises classroom and field-based learning, and preparation
and presentation of case studies by groups of participants.

Language: English. Location: IAC, Wageningen, The Netherlands. Costs:
f. 5.500 Guilders. Contact: IAC, Wageningen, The Netherlands, PO Box
88, Phone: +31-317-490111; Fax: +31-317-418552; Email:
IAC@IAC.AGRO.NL
Deadline for application: 1 August, 1997.
• October-December, Edinburgh, United Kingdom.
Tree Improvement.
This specialist short course is designed to meet the needs of those who are
involved in tree improvement programmes. It provides postgraduate level
expertise in topics relevant both to tree improvement programmes and
related areas. The structure of the programme is such that participants
have the opportunity to pursue private study in areas raised in the module.
The course aims to provide:

Language: English. Location: Canberra, Australian National University,
Australia. Costs: $A 2,000. Deadline for application: 9 September.
Contact: Course Administrator, ANUTECH Pty Ltd, GPO Box 4,
Canberra ACT 2601, Australia; Phone: 616-249-4713/249-0617; Email:
anutech.courses@aplemail.anu.eu.au; Internet:
http://www.anutech.com.au/forestry/courses.html
• 29 September-24 October, Canberra, Australia.
Environmental Assessment for Development Projects.
The course will cover environmental screening of projects, identification
and scoping of environmental impacts, and environmental appraisal in
project design, monitoring and evaluation. Topics include environmental
impact assessment procedures; methods in the assessment of social
impacts; rapid appraisal techniques; environmental accounting and
valuation; and community participation in environmental assessment and
management.
The 4 weeks course is designed for resource planners, project managers
and technical experts to develop effective skills in environmental
assessment for use in project planning and management.
Language: English. Location: Canberra, Australia. Costs: $A 8,200.
Contact: Course Administrator, ANUTECH Pty Ltd, GPO Box 4,
Canberra ACT 2601, Australia; Phone: 616-249-4713/249-0617; Email:
anutech.courses@aplemail.anu.eu.au; Internet:
http: //www.anutech .com. au/forestry/courses. html
• 5 October-18 October, IAC, Wageningen, The Netherlands.
Gender in Policy Development for Sustainable Land Use.
The aim of the course is to strengthen the ability of participants to develop
policies that warrant an appropriate balance between sustainable land use
and gender issues and to enhance the motivation to take these issues to
heart. The course provides the participants with information, viewpoints
and tools that will help to conceptualize, plan and formulate policies on
sustainable land use from the perspective of gender.
The training methodology is participatory and experienced based. Apart
from lectures, training methods include analysis of case studies,
workshops in small groups, and individual work sessions.

an understanding of the nature, extent and expression of variation
within forest trees and the appropriate techniques to evaluate and
utilise the variation.
the means to implement tree improvement strategies to maximize
productivity while maintaining cumulative gain over generations.
an appreciation of the need for genetic conservation and its
relationship with tree improvement.
recognition of the importance of planting stock quality and
optimal silvicultural treatments to enhance production of desired
end-products.
Language: English. Location: University of Edinburgh, Institute of
Ecology and Resources Management, Edinburgh, United Kingdom. Costs:
course fee: £4,886, accommodation: £1,440. Contact: Vikki Hilton,
Schools of Forestry and Ecological Sciences, Institute of Ecology and
Resources Management, Darwin Building, The King's Buildings, Mayfield
Road, Edinburgh, EH9 3JU; Phone: +44 (0)131-6506439; Fax: +44
(0)131-6620478; Email: vikki.hilton@ed.ac.uk
• 10 November-19 December, Canberra, Australia.
Integrated Forestry Planning - Community needs and sustainable
management.
Participants of the course, designed both for middle-to senior-level
planners, foresters and other managers working in government or
commercial forestry, and for rural development workers or NGO
representatives involved in community forestry or land rehabilitation
programs, will gain knowledge and skills in:

-

the identification, design, appraisal, monitoring and evaluation of
forestry projects, with an emphasis on community participation;
methods for planning the sustainable utilization of natural forests,
plantations, woodlots and community forests;
methods for rehabilitating degraded land to meet community and
environmental needs;
the use of computers, particularly for resource planning, and for
species choice and site matching;
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financial, economic and social analysis of forestry projects from
both community and national perspectives;
methods to engender peoples' participation, both women and
men, in forest resource management and for designing
interventions to complement local resource management
techniques;
techniques for stakeholder analysis and conflict resolution.
Language: English. Location: Australian National University, Canberra,
Australia. Costs: $A 11,400. Contact: Course Administrator, ANUTECH
Pty Ltd, GPO Box 4, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia; Phone: 616-2494713/249-0617; Email: anutech.courses@aplemail.anu.eu.au; Internet:
http : //www. anutech.com. au/forestry/courses. html

1998
• January-March, Edinburgh, United Kingdom.
Tree Improvement.
This specialist short course is designed to meet the needs of those who are
involved in tree improvement programmes. It provides postgraduate level
expertise in topics relevant both to tree improvement programmes and
related areas. The structure of the programme is such that participants
have the opportunity to pursue private study in areas raised in the module.
The course aims to provide:
an understanding of the nature, extent and expression of variation
within forest trees and the appropriate techniques to evaluate and
utilise the variation.
the means to implement tree improvement strategies to maximize
productivity while maintaining cumulative gain over generations.
an appreciation of the need for genetic conservation and its
relationship with tree improvement.
recognition of the importance of planting stock quality and
optimal silvicultural treatments to enhance production of desired
end-products.
Language: English. Location: University of Edinburgh, Institute of
Ecology and Resources Management, Edinburgh, United Kingdom. Costs:
course fee: £4,886, accommodation: £1,440. Contact: Vikki Hilton,
Schools of Forestry and Ecological Sciences, Institute of Ecology and
Resources Management, Darwin Building, The King's Buildings, Mayfield
Road, Edinburgh, EH9 3JU; Phone: +44 (0)131-6506439; Fax: +44
(0)131-6620478; Email: vikki.hilton@ed.ac.uk
• 29 June-18 September, Edinburgh, United Kingdom.
Tropical Forest Management and planning.
This 12 week course provides in-service training in modern management
methods for foresters with experience in government or commercial
forestry. The management of both native and plantation forests are
considered in the course, together with fuel wood plantations and woodlots.
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The social dimensions of forest management form a part of the course, as
do extension techniques and financial management. The course is designed
for those already involved in tropical or subtropical forestry. It is
anticipated that graduates in forestry, biological subjects or economics
would have at least two years and holders of forestry diplomas at least four
years field experience.
The objectives are to develop understanding of the functioning of tropical
forest and forest plantations; to develop competence in successful
indigenous and plantation management in tropical and subtropical
countries; to introduce modern planning and monitoring methods and their
applications in forest management and to include the concepts of
participatory forestry.
Location: University of Edinburgh, Institute of Ecology and Resources
Management, Edinburgh, United Kingdom. Costs: course fee: £4,886,
accommodation: £1,440. Contact: Yvonne Kinnaird, University of
Edinburgh, South College Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9AA, United Kingdom.
Phone: +44 (0)131-6509017; Fax: +44 (0)131-6509019; Email:
yvonne.kinnaird@ed.ac.uk
• 29 June-18 September, Edinburgh, United Kingdom.
Tropical Agroforestry.
This 12 week course combines four major components: agroforestry,
forestry, agriculture, and extension methods. It provides vocational
training for the introduction or improvement of agroforestry systems,
participatory forestry, farm woodlands, silvopastoral systems, and other
compatible mixtures combining trees, crops and also farm animals. The
course provides training for holders of Degrees or Diplomas in forestry,
agriculture, and allied subjects, preferably with at least two years
experience in government, commercial or private forestry, farming or
advisory activities.
The course objectives are to examine the economic and environmental
benefits of agroforestry systems; to understand the ecological principles
and management related to integrating tree cultivation and farming
practice; extension programmes for introducing or improving agroforestry
schemes; communication and presentation skills and project preparation,
implementation, management and appraisal.
Language: English. Location: University of Edinburgh, Institute of
Ecology and Resources Management, Edinburgh, United Kingdom. Costs:
course fee: £4,886, accommodation: £1,440. Contact: Yvonne Kinnaird,
University of Edinburgh, South College Street, Edinburgh, EH8 9AA,
United Kingdom. Phone: +44 (0)131-6509017; Fax: +44 (0)131-6509019;
Email: yvonne.kinnaird@ed.ac.uk
• 2 November-11 December, Queensland, Australia.
5"' International Course on Fodder Tree Legumes - Multipurpose
Species for Agriculture.
The 6 week course provides a program of lectures and field visits to
commercial properties and experimental stations in tropical and sub
tropical Australia. The course aims to inform participants of the range of

fodder tree species available to agriculture, to review their environmental
adaptations, and to examine their role in animal production, soil fertility
improvement and erosion control.

Language: English. Location: University of Queensland, Brisbane,
Australia. Costs: A$ 12.000. Contact: Fodder Tree Legumes Course
Secretariat, Dept. Of Agriculture, University of Queensland, St. Lucia,
Queensland 4072; Phone: 617-3365 2062; Fax: 617-3365 1188; Email:
r.gutteridge@mailbos.uq.edu.au

Publications
• The Large Scale Biosphere-Atmosphere Experiment in Amazonia.
Concise experimental plan.
The LB A Science Planning Group.
The Large Scale Biosphere-Atmosphere Experiment in Amazonia (LBA) is
an international research initiative lead by Brazil. LBA is designed to
create the new knowledge needed to understand the climatological,
ecological, biogeographical, and hydrological functioning of Amazonia,
the impact of land use change on these functions, and the key questions
that will be addressed through multi-disciplinary research, integrating
studies in the physical, chemical, biological, and human sciences:
•
•

how does Amazonia currently function as a regional entity?, and
how will changes in land use and climate affect the biological,
chemical and physical functions of Amazonia, including the
sustainability of development in the region and the influence of
Amazonia on global climate?

In LBA emphasis is given to observations and analysis which will enlarge
the knowledge base for Amazonia in six general areas: physical climate,
carbon storage and exchange, biogeochemistry, atmospheric chemistry,
land surface hydrology and water chemistry, and land use and land cover.
The program is designed to address major issues raised by the climate
convention. It will help provide the basis for sustainable land use in
Amazonia, using data and analysis to define the present state of the system
and its response to observed perturbations, complemented by modelling to
provide insight into possible changes in the future.
44 pages. LBA Latin American project office. Dr. C.A. Nobre, Centra de
Previsäo de Tempo e Estudos Climâticos, Institute Nacional de Pesquisas
Espaciais. Phone: +55-125-612822; Fax: +55-125-612835; Email:
nobre@cptec. inpe. br
• What about the Wild Animals? Wild animals in community forestry in
the tropics.
Forests, Trees and People. Community Forestry Note 13.
Community forestry aims to assist local people to improve their
livelihoods by successfully managing their natural resources, particularly
trees and forests, through forestry-related projects. Wildlife plays an
important role in the lives of many of the people targeted by these
projects.

Animals are everywhere, and everywhere they are valued by humans for a
wide variety of reasons. Because animals are most frequently valued by
humans for their meat, this study chiefly examines the use and
management of wildlife species for food, and primarily for subsistence.
Animals are used for other products vital for subsistence, such as clothing,
tools, medicine and material for handicrafts and art. Animals have also
other values, including religious and spiritual values, biotic function
values, and ecological values in the equilibrium of their habitats.
The document seeks to raise issues and expand professional thinking on
benefits from learning more about wildlife from local people. The study
tries to: -provide a framework for community forestry professionals to
consider ways to integrate wild animal species into projects, -document
ways in which humans interact with wild animal species in tropical
settings, -provide a review of ways in which humans have managed animal
species, and -propose ways that wild animal species could be successfully
integrated into community forestry projects in the tropics.
Chapter 1 investigates the biogeographical and ecological factors that
influence the use of wildlife. Chapter 2 discusses the various socio-cultural
values of wild animals, including the role of gender and the role of market
forces in their management and harvest. Chapter 3 considers the effect of
various property regimes and ownership issues, differentiating between the
use and management of wildlife and paying particular attention to the
concept of sustainability. Chapter 4 is designed to provide some guidelines
to help project planners decide which types of animals might be
appropriate for inclusion in community forestry projects. Chapter 5
provides a series of brief cases of innovative wildlife use and management
in Africa, Latin America and the Southeast Asian and Pacific region.
96 pages. Forest, Trees and People or FAO, Viale delle Terme di
Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy; Phone: +52-255688; Fax: +52-255155;
Email: pubIications-sales@fao.org
• Rates and Causes of Deforestation in Indonesia: towards a resolution
of the ambiguities.
W.D. Sunderlin and I.A. Pradnja Resosudarmo, CIFOR.
Some degree of deforestation in Indonesia is needed to satisfy growing
demand for food production and other activities related to economic
development. The government of Indonesia has designated conversion
forests (appr. one-quarter of total forest land) as areas appropriate for
deforestation. Deforestation and degradation, however, go well beyond the
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boundaries of conversion forests, and there have been some notable
problems with inappropriate land use designations.

• Current Issues in Non-timber Forest Products Research.
M. Ruiz Pérez and J.E.M. Arnold (eds.)

In order to adequately address the problems posed by inappropriate forest
cover loss in Indonesia, it is necessary to know the rate of forest cover
change and its causes. It is necessary to resolve certain fundamental
ambiguities concerning the rate and causes of deforestation in Indonesia. A
clearer understanding of the situation is a necessary precondition for
formulating new policies and adapting existing policies aimed at improving
the welfare of forest communities and the conservation and management of
Indonesia's forests. Questions addressed in the study are: - how do we
define "forests", "deforestation" and "agency" in the context of
Indonesia?, - what are the socio-economic characteristics and land use
practices of the various agents that have been lumped under the term
"shifting cultivation"?, - is the relationship between increasing population
density and loss of forest cover causal or incidental?, - why do some
concessionaires reportedly maintain their sites well, while others do not?,
and - what have been the net forest cover effects of macro-economic
restructuring and changes of commodity prices since the early 1980s?.

The book contains a number of commissioned background papers
presented at the workshop on "Research on non-timber forest products".
Bringing together the experiences from different regions and professional
backgrounds, the book attempts to analyse the complexity of multiple use
of forests from a multi-dimensional perspective that incorporates
environmental, social, economic, technological, political, historical and
cultural factors.
Current topics of discussion are reviewed. These include the possibility of
matching the conservation and development agendas through promoting
NTFP as proposed by a number of initiatives, the uni-directional path of
development from extraction to intensive agricultural production, the roles
of NTFP on people's livelihood strategies, the internal differentiation
amongst communities, the different forms adopted by actions meant to
secure tenure and their diverging effects, as well as the meaning and
convenience of using NTFP as an analytical category.

19 pages. CIFOR. CIFOR Occasional paper no. 9; PO Box 6596, JKPWB
Jakarta 10065 Indonesia; Phone: +62(251)-34-3652; Fax: +62(251)-326433; Email: cifor@cgnet.com

A general conclusion to be drawn from the book is the need to build up an
inter-disciplinary research agenda, as well as the need to employ more
than one approach or method in addressing the complex situations that
characterise the multiple use of forests.

• Forests in International Environmental Politics. International
Organisations, NGOs and the Brazilian Amazon.
Ans Kolk

264 pages. CIFOR/ODA, PO Box 6596 JKPWB, Jakarta 10065,
Indonesia; Phone: +62(251)-34-3652; Fax: +62(251)-32-6433; Email:
cifor@cgnet.com

When Brazilian President Cardoso signed a decree in January 1996
allowing interested parties more leeway in filing injunctions against the
demarcation of indigenous areas, he was attacked on all sides. National
and international NGOs and the European Parliament protested, and
requested that the World Bank, the European Union and the G7 take
measures.

• Trees and Light. Tree development and morphology in relation to light
availability in a tropical rain forest in French Guiana.
Frank Sterk

Increasing concern over the environment in the past decade has incited
new attempts at policy-making, in which international organisations and
environmental NGOs have played a substantial role. As the environmental
issue becomes more important in international politics, vested political and
economic interests are threatened.
The book systematically explores the dynamics of international
environmental politics, looking specifically at the Brazilian Amazon,
covering issues like: - how did deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon
become a source of international concern, and what does this mean for
national Brazilian politics?, - which national and international approaches
have been adopted to address the environmental problems?, - what has
been the influence of a decade of environmental mobilisation on NGOs and
the World Bank?, and - what are the repercussions for the study of
international relations and for international environmental politics?
336 pages. International Books, Utrecht, The Netherlands; Phone: +31(0)30-2731840; Fax: +31-(0)30-2733614.
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The PhD thesis is focussed on the development and morphology of trees of
canopy species in relation to the light availability in tropical rain forest.
The possible consequences for survival, growth, and reproduction of trees
are not assessed directly, but are discussed on a speculative basis.
The relationship between the light environment, tree development, and
morphology are investigated for tree of different size, ranging from small
saplings to trees of adult stage. Trees of increasing size are compared in
order to explore the changes in tree development and morphology, and
their relation to the light environment, with ontogeny (the overall growth
and development pattern during tree life, both for individual trees and for
a given tree species).
The field work was carried out in French Guiana at the biological stations
"Piste St. Elie" and "Les Nourages". Two canopy tree species were
selected for this study: Dicorynia guianensis Amshoff and Vouacapoua
americana Aubl., both common species in the forests of French Guiana
and considered as late successional or shade tolerant species. The two
species are of commercial interest in French Guiana and surrounding
countries.

The ecological knowledge on commercial species presented in this work is
thought to be useful for the fine tuning and improvement of forest
management systems. In these systems, canopy gaps of different size are
created, and they may affect the growth of trees. The results of this thesis
indicate that manipulations of light availability (either by killing dominant
trees thus inducing light level increase, or by shading) in forests may
increase the timber production in trees.
122 pages. ISBN: 9054856734. Wageningen Agricultural University, PO
Box 342, 6700 AH Wageningen; Phone: +31-(0)317-482120; Fax: + 31(0)317-483542; Email: office@ca.bosb.wau.nl

•

•
•

•

•
• Communities and Forest Management.
A Report of the IUCN Group on Community Involvement in Forest
Management.
Mark Poffenberger (ed.)
Over the past two centuries the nationalization of much of the world's
forests has eroded and alienated local community forest management
systems in many nations. Forest departments, with limited financial and
human resources, have experienced increasing problems ensuring the
sustainable use of millions of hectares of land under their jurisdiction.
Communities and indigenous peoples, with few legal rights or
responsibilities over the public forest domain, have stood by, while
witnessing the rapid commercial exploitation of the last half-century.
Growing rural populations competing for poorly controlled forest
resources are intensifying use pressures and accelerating deforestation. Yet
as important forest products scarcities increase and conflicts mount over
resource access at the end of the twentieth century, many communities
around the world are taking action to stabilize these important forest
environments.
One of the most promising emerging strategies is to promote sustainable
forest management policies that enable the active involvement of local
communities and indigenous peoples in public forest use and protection.
Each year more nations are approving initiatives that provide forest user
groups with greater rights and responsibilities in the care of protected
areas, upland watershed forest, production forest, and timber concessions.
These actions mark a historic shift in world forest management policy and
practice.
The case studies presented here, drawn from four countries, reveal a
number of common experiences that have important implications for
national and global policies:
•
•

•

communities are increasingly concerned over forest degradation
and growing resource scarcities;
community members often distrust forestry department staff and
are fearful that large private sector timber interests will further
degrade already threatened and eroding natural forest resources;
communities are increasingly organizing and taking operational
steps and political action to gain greater authority over local
resources;

communities are building on traditional institutions and
environmental values while integrating new planning skills and
management practices in evolving forest protection systems;
forestry department are under growing political and financial
pressure to involve communities in public forest management;
national policies and programs supporting community forest
management initiatives are encouraging them to develop and
spread;
community involvement in forest protection is leading to a
stabilization of degraded ecosystems, enabling natural
regeneration; and
in many countries, community involvement is proving to be costeffective, socially just, and environmentally sound approach to
stabilizing forests.

Given the observable worldwide shift to policies and programs supportive
of community involvement and decentralization in forest management, the
question is often not wether this transition should take place, but how? The
twenty-first century challenge is to facilitate a devolution of greater
authority to forest-based communities while minimizing conflicts, and to
support new partnerships among communities, government and the private
sector to ensure the meeting of community needs, forest resource
conservation and sustainable use. Clarifying forest use rights and
responsibilities and creating adaptive policies and programs that allow for
intensified access controls can lead to more sustainable forest
management. This requires appropriate institutional arrangements that
allow the shifting of authority over forest resources back in the direction of
local forest-dependent community groups and indigenous peoples. Much
work remains to be done to involve millions of small rural communities
formally in the management of the world's forest ecosystems.
44 pages. ISBN: 2831703603. IUCN Publications Services Unit, 219c
Huntington Road, Cambridge CB3 ODL, UK; Phone: +44-223-277894;
Fax: +44-223-277175.
• Surviving with the forest; perspectives for sustainable forest
management.
Oikos, Greetje Witte-Rang & André Leliveld
This brochure deals with the problems of the disappearing tropical forests
and the question how, by means of hall-marks, the international tropical
timber trade can contribute to sustainable forest management.
Starting point is that sustainability means "conservation of the
environment" but also "conservation of local communities", often
depending on the forest for their livelihood. The brochure deals with the
importance of tropical forests, the causes of deforestation, the international
tropical timber trade, the use of tropical timber in The Netherlands, and
what alternatives are available in The Netherlands to make the trade in
tropical timber sustainable.
Oikos, PO Box 19170, 33501 DD Utrecht, The Netherlands; Phone: +31(0)30-2319424; Fax: +31-(0)30-2364903.
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Advertising in the BOS NiEuWSLETTER and BOS Consultancies.
Advertisements

Consultancies

The BOS NiEuWSLETTER offers good opportunities for
advertisements. Based on the size of the BOS
NiEuWSLETTER the following options are available:

The BOS Foundation offers consultancies and services on
various topics in the field of sustainable use and
management and conservation of tropical forest, like:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full page
19 cm height
x
18 cm width

Forest ecology and management;
Conservation of biological diversity;
Reforestation/plantation forestry;
Social forestry;
Nurseries;
Sustainable forest management and certification;
Forest products, processing and marketing.

Consultancies and services include e.g.:
•
•
•
•

Half page I

Literature surveys;
Literature information service;
Desk studies;
Advising.

9.5 cm height
x
18 cm width
For more information contact:

Quarter page
9.5 cm height
x
9.5 cm width

Half page II
19 cm height
x
9 cm width
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Guidelines for contributions to the BOS NiEuWSLETTER
Articles
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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not more than 2500 words;
text should be delivered on disk in at least Word Perfect 5.1 (or in flat ASCII) and preferably on paper;
articles should be written in English;
articles should include at least 2 clear illustrations and/or photos (with a minimum of 3 in total);
please state full caption and names and dates of illustrator or photographer;
photos should preferably show interactions between man and nature;
specify all references in text by author and year of publication. In the list of references please state author,
year of publication, title, publisher and number of pages;
tables and figures should be numbered according to their sequence in the text. Please fully state the source
if necessary;
please include keywords and an abstract (not more than 150 words);
please include short information on the author (not more than 150 words);
please include a lead (on a separate sheet): three o four especially interesting excerpts that draw the
attention of the reader (this is not an abstract).

Comments /opinions
•
•
•
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not more than 500 words;
please include 1 illustration and/or photo;
please state full caption and names and dates of illustrator or photographer;
always include name, address, occupation and telephone, fax and e-mail numbers.

For further information please contact the editor.
The editor is entitled to make changes. As regards content this will only be done after consulting the author(s).
The final responsibility lies with the author!
Disk, illustrations and photos will always be returned to the author.
You are cordially invited to send your contribution to:
Peter Sips
The Editor
BOS NiEuWSLETTER
PO Box 23, 6700 AA Wageningen, The Netherlands.
Phone: +(0)317 - 4778833; Fax: +(0)317 - 424988; Email: stichting.bos@ibn.dlo.nl

