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The suggestion of alcohol is 
enough for beer drinkers
When beer drinkers taste alcohol-free beer without knowing it, the reward 
effect in the brain is just as big as when they taste alcoholic beer, showed  
a study by the Human Nutrition chair group. 

To find out whether the reward centres 
in the brain respond differently to 
alcohol-free beer than to alcoholic beer, 
researchers gave 21 regular beer drinkers 
little sips of beer while they were in an MRI 
scanner. The participants did not know 
that some of the beer they were tasting 
was alcohol-free. The result suggests that 
it is primarily the taste of beer that sets 
off the reward effect, and not the presence 
of alcohol. This is probably because 
people associate the taste of beer and the 
suggestion that they are drinking beer 

with the reward effect of alcohol. Further 
research is needed on the effect, including 
research in a setting in which people are 
aware that they are drinking alcohol-free 
beer. Also, brain activity in other taste-
related areas of the brain was greater after 
drinking alcoholic beer than alcohol-free 
beer. This appears to be down to the 
stimulation of sensors by alcohol rather 
than to a reward response. The study  
was published in the scientific journal 
Chemical Senses. 
Info: paul.smeets@wur.nl

New graduates are 
finding jobs faster 
Unemployment among new Wageningen 
graduates went down from 13 per cent 
in 2013 to 8 per cent in 2017, shows the 
National Alumni Survey. This nationwide 
survey of recent Master’s graduates is 
done every two years at the behest of 
the Universities Association (VSNU). 
Nationally, unemployment among 
graduates went down from 10.3 to  
5.5 per cent. 
Wageningen alumni take a bit longer, 
on average, to find their first paid job: 
3.7 months as opposed to 2.7 nationally. 
Many Wageningen alumni go on to 
do PhDs: 21 per cent compared to the 
national average of 12 per cent. And  
40 per cent of WUR alumni do an 
internship abroad during their Master’s 
degree, compared to the Dutch average 
of 16 per cent. 
Info: silvia.blok@wur.nl

DNA test for rare  
cow breeds
The Centre for Genetic Resources, the 
Netherlands, at WUR, has developed 
a DNA test for threatened Dutch cattle 
breeds such as blaarkoppen. The test deter-
mines the breed of a cow for which there 
is no pedigree information. The cow can 
then be entered in a stud book. The more 
stud-book cattle there are, the broader 
the genetic basis of the breed, and the 
bigger its chances of being maintained. 
Info: anouk.schurink@wur.nl
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Unique species on Windward Islands
The islands of St Martin, Saba, St Eustatius 
and the Saba Bank are home to 223 en-
demic species and sub-species: animals 
and plants that only occur in a small geo-
graphical area. This unique indigenous life 
has been documented under the leadership 
of Wageningen Marine Research. The 
223 species include many beetles, locusts, 
crickets, birds, snails and vascular plants. 
The true number of endemic species in this 

zone is probably much larger: very little  
taxonomic marine research has yet been 
done around the Windward Caribbean 
islands.
Small populations on small islands  
make species vulnerable to extinction.  
So the researchers are putting the case 
for the development of conservation 
strategies. 
Info: dolfi.debrot@wur.nl 
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