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EXERCISE IN THE BREAK
Participants in the PauseXpress class in 
Atlas wave their smoveys — green rings 
filled with little metal balls. ‘This active 
break gets you out of your chair and exer-
cising for about 10 minutes,’ says Ingi 
Alofs, instructor at De Bongerd sports 
centre. ‘It’s good for your blood circula-
tion and mobility and it’s sociable. You 
don’t sweat so you don’t have to change 
out of your office gear either.’ The Paus-
eXpress, a collaborative initiative of 
Move@work and De Bongerd, kicked off 
during the Surf Your Stress week. From 
now on, staff can take part free of charge 
at 10 locations spread across different 
campus buildings. The timetable is on 
the intranet.  TLPH
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LOCALS CRITICIZE
BORN-OOST PLANS

WUR does not want to revise the 
large-scale building plans for Born-
Oost. Local residents are disappoin-
ted, as became clear during a public 
consultation evening on 11 November.

Born-Oost is the part of the campus on 
the other side of Mansholtlaan 
between Droevendaal and Grintweg, 
currently the home of NIOO and Aeres 
University of Applied Sciences. WUR 
wants to develop it into a business 
park with a floor area of 80,000 square 
metres. That would double the present 
area for businesses on campus. Local 
residents are angry about the plans, 
which they see as on far too big a scale 
and much more extensive than they 
were previously led to believe.
Plans from 2011 were based on limited 
construction in park-like surroun-
dings. The current plan envisages  
twice as much office space plus  
250 student rooms near ’t Gesprek  
restaurant. According to WUR project 
manager Martijn Hoenkamp, this  
turnaround is because of how the Food 
Valley has developed. The business  
premises on the west side of the  
campus are now all occupied and there 
is still a lot of demand for space. And 
Born-Oost is the only option because 
Wageningen does not want expansion 
into the Binnenveld rural area.  RK

The Dutch Research Council (NWO) and 
participating parties are providing over eight 
million euros for Wageningen research on 
improvements to vertical agriculture and the 
welfare of pigs and chickens.

The funding is part of NWO’s Perspective 
programme. The aim is for scientists, together 
with companies and other organizations, to set 
up new lines of research that have an economic 
and social impact. NWO is making almost 18 
million euros available in total for five different 
research programmes. The participating 
companies and other organizations are investing 
a further eight million. WUR is leading two of the 
research programmes, for which 8.1 million 
euros is available.The anIMAl Group sENsor 
programme, or IMAGEN in short, combines 
research on animal behaviour with computer 
science in order to improve the health and well-
being of pigs and chickens. The researchers will 
develop a system that automatically detects the 
animals’ behaviour in a group using cameras, 
sensors and artificial intelligence. ‘Tail-biting  
is a significant welfare problem in pigs, for 
example,’ says programme manager Piter Bijma 
of Animal Breeding and Genetics. ‘We know 
genetic make-up plays a role in both biters  
and their victims. But it is difficult to get a  
grip on this in such large groups because we  
have not been able to measure the behaviour  
on a big scale to date.’ The researchers want to 
use the data to get a better picture of the 

relationship between behaviour and genes.
In the Sky High research programme, researchers 
will be improving vertical agriculture. By growing 
plants on shelves in stacked platforms and using 
LED lighting with specific colours, it should be 
possible to produce fresh vegetables throughout 
the year all over the world, in a range of climate 
conditions. ‘Vertical agriculture is a completely 
new form of food production,’ explains 
programme manager Leo Marcelis. ‘However,  
at present it still costs a lot of energy.’ The 
scientists will be collaborating with light 
specialists, growers, horticulture technology 
companies, architects and food suppliers to 
investigate how vertical agriculture could be 
made cheaper and more energy efficient.  TL

8.1 MILLION FOR ANIMAL WELFARE
AND VERTICAL AGRICULTURE


