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Two worlds?

Oversimplified!

Qualitative
Research

Ungeneralizable!

Anecdotal!
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Combining strengths

Structured analysis

Conceptual coherence

Elaboration on causes and effects
Informed methodological decision-making

Large data sets Narrative understanding




Why study fisher behaviour?
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Understanding fisher behaviour
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Boonstra & Hentati-Sundberg (2016) offer a solution

What the fisherman himself
thinks of his behaviour

Fishing styles:

Patterns of actions, which aim to create congruence between
normative notions about how fishing should be practiced,
and fishers’ dependence on different social and ecological contexts

/

| The external factors that motivate |




The Boonstra & Hentati-Sundberg (2016) method

28 interviews with fishers .
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One métier: TBB_70-90 DEF
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Which social factors might matter?

; s How the fisher thinks
"We are... Well, here in Urk most people are religious, are | fishing should be done

Christian. They don't fish during the weekend and on
Sundays. I also don't. I have never fished on Sunday [...]
Yes, there are of course people who go seven days in the
week. Yes, it earns more money.”

| Dependence on social context

"You can have religious reasons not to fish on the weekend,land then
you can have economic reasons to do it anyway, but you can also have

biological reasons not to do it” - Urk skipper \




How do these factors affect the sea?
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Potentials in modelling and management

Random Utility Models:
e Add more social factors to explain choices in the fleet

Fishers with vessel code UK (Urk) less likely to extend trip length when fishing
conditions are favourable
Agent Based Modelling:

e Program agents with the characteristics and/or social values that we have
observed

We can expect a fisher from Urk to resist switch to continuous fishing for longer
than others due to social context

Management strategies:
n




Limitations and challenges
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Take-home message:

" Profit and regulations matter, but they aren’t everything
® Social factors matter, but they also aren’t everything

® Mixed method research is necessary to answer complex questions
in times of change

® We still have a lot to learn about behaviour

How would you
describe your
behaviour as a
fisher?

My behaviour
as a fisher!
Even I can't
tell you that!
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