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Abstract

Foralmost fifty years, Albania was an isolat€dmmunistdictatorship. 28 years ago, the regime fell
andfree travel,democratic values and capitaliswere embraced in the count. This past however

still has great influence on lifim Albania. Traces from communism afigible inLJS 2 L SQ&a YAy Ra
a20AS80esx Ay LRtAGAOA [THeRnost prominéhSmaterdaldagritattrondgh + NO K A |

communist periodare bunkers.To defend the country against a war that never ca@@Q.000 to
750.000 bunkers have been buillany of them still stand, and thelie no clear idea owhat to do

with them. By some they are considered a waste of finances and labour: the money coulabatdi s
have been spent on those who had no food or no apartment. Scholars often consider them to be a
constant reminder of a traumatic period of time, althougbme recognise elements of nostalgia.
Since a few years, discussions on the meaning of the bgddire slowly starting to rise by museums
and small initiatives, yet it istdl a difficult subject for certain groups within the population.
Simultaneously, the younger generation seems to have forgotten all about it.

Since the fall of the regime, any bunkers have been destroyed. They are a source of scrap metal,
they are considered inaesthetic atigey create a problem for farmers when it comes to ploughing.
Today, he Albanianlandscape is rapidly transforming and bunkers are destroyed in the eairs
constructionprojects. Many of them however still stand. On what used to be strategic locations, they
can now be found on the most unexpected and seemingly random placeseighbourhoods,
graveyards, backyards, farms and alongside the rdadse bukers are often abandoned, but also
find re-use in the most ingenious way$hey are functioning agorage facilities, sheds, reatrarts,
businessedpilets and more When repurposing occurs, ownership becomes an important issue since
this is not alwayslearly definedOne cannot help but wonder howll#fanians think of thee objects:
whether they are constantly reminded dfe past due to this architecture. Are they an eyesore? Do
people still see them? Do they play a part in the memor€ofmmunisnor aNB  ( KSe& wadza i
Do they stimulate tourism? Are they considered heritage or are they destroyed when it is more
convenient? Are these thoughts in line with how the population feels almmmunisnin general?
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1. Research design

1.1Introduction

From 1944 to 1991, Albania was isolated in an s@mmmunistdictatorship. Tie borders wee shut

andthe Party of Laboudefinedeveryaspect of life When the regime fell 28 years ago, Albania was
introduced to tavel, capitalism and democracyhe transition period away from dictatorial rule is

ongoing, and th&Communisterahas left dloadedK SNA G 3S Ay LIS2L) SQa YAYyRax
governmentand in the landscapeTangible Communistheritage exists of apartment buildings,

factories, prisons and above all: a concrekefence systemthat was meant to protect against a

possible nucleaattack from abroad. It existed of tunnels andderground sheltersbut mostly of
mushroomshapedbunkers(bunkeré). Not only were they built in an ideology défence they also

O2y iNROGdzG SR (2 | 2EKIF Qa &GNF GS3e irthe AbaniaifsSchét@.y (A y 3
No clear statistics exist on theumber of bunkers, but estimates are made between 200.000 and
750.000.During the 1990s and still todalargescaledestruction of these bunkers has been taking

place. However, many are also suiniy. They form an important part of the material heritagetbé

Communist regimeand initiatives are taken to giwome ofi KSY | LJzZN1J2aS Ay (2RI ¢
is done by museums and organisations, but also by individuals that transfer them intq Stamage

spaces, sheds dreven shops, restaurants amalrist attractiorsd ¢ KS Wo dzy 1 SNJ LIKSy 2YS
gone unnoticed by foreigners, many of whom enjoy buying bunker magnets and postcards.

The oddmushroomshapedstructures raisecuriosity, what NB (KSe& &dGAft R2AY
modernising landscape? What meaning do they have now? Are they functional, or emotionally
loaded? Are they ugly, traumatic or fascinating? Formerly located in strategic places, they now seem
to be randomly placed ithe mounfins, in neighbourhood®n fields, playgrounds, cemeteries and
beaches. They hold different meanings and interpretations, which makes their existence
complicated. The Albanian population has differing opinions about the period of time, and as a result
they also have different views about what to do with the bunkers. There is no clear governmental
decision on what to do with them.

This thesis studies what is going on with these bunkehgs is done by researching currgmbcesses
of memory in Albania, # interaction withCommunistheritage in general and aasestudy on

bunkers. It is thus studied ho@ommunisms remembered, how it ishbught to future generations
and what role heritage plays in this process. The research is basedfietdwork periodof two

months in Tirana, from the 5of February to the 17 of April 2019.

1.2Problem statementand aim

Twenty-eight years agoni1991,the Communist regimé Albania fell and the country became open
to travel, democratic transitions and many unpeslented forms of freedoniThis relatively recent
transition is still ongoing and has come with many problenmgluding corruption, poverty



unemployment of youthand migratiori. To undestand contemporary sociefyt is valuable to study
the past becaus current problems make people reflect on how it was befarecomparison to how
it is now. This thesis studies how contemporary Albanians look ba€koomunismand how they
process their difficult historyn light of today This phenomenon is studiedyblooking through the
lens of contested cultural heritage, with a case study on bunkers. This twststsof three main
chapters: reflecting o€ommunism dealing with theCommunistheritage in Tirana and dealing with
bunkers.

Processinghe communist pasts a topic that has low priority for many Albanians, especially
youth. Its importance howewveshould not be underestimated. THegommunistmemory in Albania
has not beenaddressed critically or comprehensively studied in the last thirty yesssnoted by
Godole and Idrizi (20197): & ! significant lack of awareness regarding the complexity of the
phenomena of experience and memonGaimmunisntan be noticedin Albaniafp & goes as far that
the younger generation (read: under the age ofti is not aware of what their parents generation
has lived through, and does not have an eye for the past of the country, only for the ffure.
narrative about this period of time isardly taught, so that children do not learn about the lessons
that can be taken away from iFurthermore, theCommunisimentality is notonly historical, butalso
entangled in contemporary politics. The aim of this thesis is to study contemporary soaietyth
the lens of theCommunistheritage of Albania, to answer quéms such asWhat kind ofharrative is
being created abouCommunismand transferred to future generationg?ow is the cultural heritage
used in this narrative? And taking bunkers as a symbol, what do weTémse form the basis of the
research questios, explained in the next section.

1.3 Research questions and structure of the thesis

The above questions ledto a main research questior{mrq) that will be answered by the study of
three subquestions(sq) Each sub question is treated in an empiridadpter that builds onto the
theoretical framework in chapter three.

Mrq: Giventhe difficult relationshipwith their Communispast,how do contemporaryAlbanians
relateto the remainingbunkersaspart of the contestedcultural heritagefrom this period?

Sy 1: How docontemporary Alaniansrelate to theirCommunispast?

Heritage cannot exist withoutistory. However,historical and heritage narratives do not always co
align,as will be explained in the theoretical chapter. To understand whetindrow this is the case,

the memory ofCommunisnis studiedin the first empirical chapter (chapter.Shischapter explains

the complexity of the communist memory. It can thereafter be studied how this is reflected in
material heritage. Aset of phenomenaelated to the pro@ssing of the padhas been observed: the
national narrative on communism, the memories and opinions about the communist regime,

! Albania scores 36 on a scale from O (very corrupt) to 100 (very)di@am.transparency.or) It ranks 68 on
the UNDP poverthy index and has 30% youth unemploynietg:(/hdr.undp.org). The population habeen
declining since 1990 (wihethe bordersof the country opened), from 3.@iillion people to 2 people in 2017
(https://data.worldbank.org)
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silencing in families and schools, the historical disconnection of youth and silencing in the
government.

Sy 2: How do contemporaryAlbanians relate tdhe catested cultural heritage fron€ommunisifa
The second questioaims to find a relationship betweethe monumentsof history and current
social processes. Who gets to remember and how? What is presenlalgig@s an overiew of the
Communistheritageof Albania and elaborates cexistingdebates abouit. It also includes museum
efforts of explaining the pasfdark)tourism andthe commercsing of communism

Sy 3: How do contemporary Albanians socially irdet with and relate to the remaining bunkers
The third subquestion focuses on theumker situation of Albania. It studidsow people interact
with bunkers anchow theyfeel about them.Social practicesrelations and reasoning as to dealing
with this heitage are explained, as well as theys in which people make these places inhabitable
and/or enjoyable.lt is studied how these bunkers symbolise the treatmenthaf communist pasin
Albania.

1.4 Justification of the research
GTo neglect heritage is@F NRA Yt &aAy s> (2 ALoWedthabl99B,kidA a | yI GA2Y

Why to include heritage in a sociological stualyout Communismin Albani& According to lacono

and Kéllici (2015 Communistheritage is important for two reasons: to remember thesaeeds of

GKS NBIAYSIT odzi Ffaz2 oSOl dzaS A Grépe, nSudiggN®bani (0 A f € L
Furthermore, leritage isa G KS OKA ST F20dza 27F LJ ( NRAa&doliagyio I y R |
Lowenthal 1998, xii). By choosingthis heritage perspective,a practicaland handson approachis

taken to analyse contemporary issues. Therefore this thesis combines two inherently
interdisciplinary studies: heritage studies and international development studies.

CommunistAlbania was chosen as aseastudy becausef its unique history, the fact that it has
many social problems and that it is largely understudiezineighbouring countries, Greece, former
Yugoslavian countries, and Italy, have received more attention in literafltfteough Albanias are a
small population, theylive all over the world they have become one of the mostternational
populations of theplanet The reason to focus on bunkers, is that they objectively seem the most
obvious heritage from a the contested period@dmmursm: they can be found everywhere in the
most unexpected placés ¢ KS Gg2NR W200A2dzaQ ¢l a OKz2aSy (2 RSa
they are so easy to see in all kinds of landscapes, and everyone knows that they are there. That also
means thatievely Albaniarcan be interesting as a respondent.

The research for this thesis has been largely done in the surroundings of, Nidaich lies in
the middle of the vertically elongated country of Albaniamust therefore be noted that the results
desaibed in this thesis do not apply for Albania as a whole, since the country knows great regional
variation. The reasorotfocus on Tiranavasthat it is the biggest city, the centre and the capital of
the country. Many problems come together here and mampple from different regions of the
country live hereAlso, duringCommunismit was the city where the regime and the Sigurimi were
most concentrated. The area of Blloku in the city centre was the residential area of the leaders,
including Enver Hoxh#.therefore also has a symbolic meaning.
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The phenomena describeth this thess therefore do not account 1:1 to other regions of the
country. Specific, regional factors there might play important roles, that do not account in Tirana.
This is especilgl the case folNorthern Albaniawhich was even more secluded duri@@mmunism
The far south might therefore have completely different feelings towards bunkers than the north.

A final justification for this study is that it might bring more attention tfoe presence bthe heritage
in the country. Bnkers are becoming a forgotten subjectjnce there are more stressing
contemporary issuegelated to poverty and unemploymeiisee footrote 1on page 10jhat demand
attention. It is not claimed that heritagyis a first priority, but iis hopedto shed some light otthe
potential of heritage as aqwerful tool of rememberingand education This thesis is based on the
assumptionthat the past isan important factor in studying and preparing for the futui@d that
complex social processes can only be understood by studying what people have come from.

1.5 Situating the thesis in existing literature

Not too much has been written about theommunistheritage of Albania, and about bunkers even
less. It is a smd| understudied country in the shade of former Yugoslaama Greece. While
researching the topic ad€ommunismand bunkers in Albanighe sameauthorskept recurring. Also
during fieldwork, when interviewing respondents, certain names would pop up aggudarly. It is a
small niche.

A few previous studies on th€ommunistheritage of Albania were particularly relevant for this
GKSairad LY HnanmpZ Yy dzy LINB OS R SgfideBRunderdiznginig Zatidl G A @S
perceptions ofthe communist pasin Albania § R SELISOG | (A 2 y & heDmyaliisaiidnS T dzii d
for Security and Goperation in Europe (OSCE). They measured throughout tiiee ecountry,
differentiating fourregions,three age categories and by gender. The survey had 995 respondents.

This source has been used to support some of the findings in the empirical chaptetker study,

by Stefa andMlydyti (2012) describes the bunker situation in Albania in detail, and proposes ways in

which they can beactivelyreused for contemporary pugses.In two articles by Eaton (2011) and

Eaton and Roshi (2014), the mateit@mmunistheritage of Albania is studied in order to deal with

the traumas of the pasfThe master thesis of ¥hberg (2011) explores theommunistheritage of

Tirana by asking/hether it is unwantedShe foundhat opinions vary, and the claih ¥  Wdzy 6 y 1 SR Q
thus complex! vy | NIAOfS o6& LIFO2y2 oOHnmMyO ol a dzaSTdzZ Tz
transfer from a dictatorship into democracy, and in lacono and Kélligisa studyon nostalgiais

given of dPiramidad X pydamidshaped piece of architecture built by Hoxha as a musaurthe

centre of Tirana. That heritage can be powerful and influenigdlearntfromD | £ | G & |y R 21 G1A
(2004)heritage under dictatotsip. Godole and Idrizi (2019) very recently explained WeJdzo t A O | Y R
private recollections oCommunismA y O2 y (i S Y LJ2 Nrindly an !insSightfuy articl® @vas

written by Lagerqvist (2015), who describes the complexity of heritage in line with alociet
development with a case study on Gjirokastra.

This thesis distinguishes itself from existing literature by framing the complexity of the heritage

situation on abroaderlevel, not only in material relationsor in light of development issues, but also

in connection to wider phenomena in the remembering @dmmunism It is a general study that

does not focus on one particular site or building, but studies complex phenomena as a whole. This
12



has not been done yet on a large scal¢hile studying the bunkersf Albania itwasimpossible to

not land upon the broaderCommunist heritage of Albania, the complex politics and the
multidimensional way that is being reflected on this period of time. There is a great variety of
opinions on the heritage ofCommunism which is deeply layered into contemporary Albanian
society.This thesis aims to describe this complexity.
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2.Theoretical frameworkg Storytelling through contested cultural
heritage

2.1 Contested cultural heritage

This research ishaped in theheoretical famework of contested cultural heritegTangible heritage

is a visual reminder of a past. When this is a difficult past, and memoriedieéige its heritage can
be(come) contested, as is the case in Albania. The topiCoofimunismis in many regards §ll
sensitiveand its corresponding material remains are a reflection and reminder offthiss.concept of
contested cultural heritagehas existed for over 30 years in a range of disciplines including
anthropology, archaeology, history and tourism (S¥éry  H niThisais ecadse we live in an
increasingly fraught world where religious, ethnic, national, political, and other groups manipulate
(appropriate, use, misusexclude,erase) markers and manifestationsof their own and 2 i K S N& Q
cultural heritageas a means for asserting, defending, or denying critical claims to power, land,

f SAAGAYIFO&x yR a2 .WithiNFikies obcpniested SINMDl heritage) thereSis m 0
often conflict on ownership, on identity, or historical events in whicl heritage plays a symbolic

role. Heritage is both a social and cultural process: it not only engages us in where we came from, but
also in where we are going (Smith 2006). It can influence cultural, social and political change (Smith
2006).Policies, asvell as practices concerning cultural heritage are political in nature, which mean
that they are vulnerabléo manipulation (Silverman 2012e can ask many questions in this regard:
OWhat is considered heritage? Why? By whom? Why? What is not? Why?is\tkell managed?

Why? What is ignored or erased? Why? What is included in the discourse of nationhood? Why? What
A&d SEOf dzRSEMRran2®e, BY. Yy Yl yeé Ol aSaxr KAAG2NBEThesy Tt dzSy
Oy o6S8S 2y | avyl tt onaaQarde Scale, 2oy &aniple Fatriofidnt. BleTitage beh
provoke feelings because it can make one feel closer to a certain past. Thie gaod or bad, but

often involves a complex grey aregentiment, grandeur, jealousy and conflict are only a few of the
possible feelings that can be triggered by (small and large) objects of memory.

G¢KS FoAfAGe G2 O2y(NRf @2dz2NJ 26y ARSydGAles G2
community belonging is emotionally and politically a powerful act. A senserdityjdeust inevitably

draw on a sense of history and memayywho and what we are as individuals, communities or
nations is indelibly formed by our sense of history and the way individual and collective memory is
dzy RSNRG22RX O2YYSY2 KEmith2606 B3R LINR LI Il §SRDE

When heritage, tangible or intangible, triggers a mix of feelings from a variety of groups, or when the
heritage reminds of a traumatic event, we spgald WO2 y i S & G S R QThéc@nhdeptisadmitd f 0 K S
always referred to in these waRa O{ Af OSNXYIY wHwHAamm0IX a2YSiAYSa A
O{Af GSNXIY HAMMOY WKSNRAGFEAS GKFG KdzNIaQ 6! 11 St ¢
0KS G Sbivnterprétatiofo ! 11 St € mopyd Ay 11 Biterpretatiof Bat . I £ £ |y
apprecieates the need for and injects an affective component into its subject matter, where
I LILINE LOdkkel @n8 Ballantyne 2008, 508)zzell implies that visits to heritage are often not
solely cognitive and objective experiences, BuK | & a ¢S T NB adzomaSod G2 | Fd
NEBalLlRyaSacdo! 11 Sttt | yERRon and Réshi y201,y335) explainytiat heritaged @
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LINE OS & & SB2 Qzizalz 2y 8LIGNI A Odzt | NI & A (i ast BidereNDra (LSSB)NI 6 A G Y
£ f iKS&4S W[ ASdE G(KS YSY2ANBQY aLl O0Sa 2F vSvyz

2.2David Lowenthal (1985): a malleable past
One of theearlyfounders of the study ofontested cultural heritage is professor David LowentBgal.
connectinganthropology,sociology, history, archaeolggand heritage hdaid the groundwork for
studies on remembering, preservation studies, history and herit@hough of course he was
AYALIANBR o0& 20KSNBR>X &4dzOK Fa | 206ao0l gwaassheaale 2
published arunprecedented adA y ¥t dzZSy A+t 06221 OFff SFistMéwaS LI &
based on the firsparagraphof the novelW (i K & Sz $ 8y @ ®t dthel pashi & Hreigh W
country, they do things differently K S(Na3t@y 1953 in Lowenthal 1985). Imajor work of almost
500 pages, Lowenthal explaihew history, memory and heritage reveal the past but also create the
past that we want. It is thumalleable (Lowenthal 1985).

Thirteen years later, in 1998, he publishedwrcessocalled W i K S ag& Gusddeiand the
aLkRAf a ,hich hetaddRessRdQhe effects of heritage. He writes that its popularity can both
bring benefits and harm, that it can trigger possessive rivalry, and that there is a distinction between
history and heritage. Higry is an effort to learn what happened in the past, and heritage borrows
from this and then tailors it to presertay purpose® [ 2 ¢ Sy (i K ¥t historp tby i6 abheritage.
The history we normally accept without demur stems from seltisted faith h the cumulative
probity of historians, even when we know their chronicles were fergédn trumpeted in the
crucibleof selh vy (i SINBEAIEY I Kl f MddyE EAOD® ¢KA& &dl GSYSyid N
is written by the@ A O (oRaNlBaSiy its survivors.

Although over twenty years have maisinceWi KS K S NA Ggpehid, Goiivérks Bré @ell

respected, often cited and relevant up tois dayW¢ KS LI aid Aa || FTRABRSYAOZ azy
perceptions of the past.The plenomena described by Lowenthal are tested al@nonstrated in

YIyed RAFFSNByid aiddzRASaz AyOfdzZRAYy3d YlIyeé RAFTFSNBY
edited by Helaine Silverman (Silverman 20I)e books are of a general nature, contain lots o

cases studies but do not focus on a patar region.¢ 2 3ISHEKSNE WGiKS LI ad Aa |
WGiKS KSNAGF3IS ONHzal RS Q difiruNderitage il &P atmyfeiRt. IrothisitHsisF 2 NJ &
it is used as a theoretical foundation in stinly the relationship between Albanians and their
Communisthistory, and the role thaheritage plays in thisBelow, a few elements from these books

have been chosen, to which the fieldwork for this thesis is refledtef. Wi KS LJ ad Aa | F2
Lowenthal (1985, XIXXX)widely describes three main phenomena which explain how the past is
0SAYy3 &aKILISR 08 AYRAGARdAzZ fa FyR O2ffSO0AGBSad ¢K
Wi SENYAY3I | 02dzi GKS .IThei wilhbe EhyoRtedid® belowH AS/ INYUAKST LU 652
GKS LI adQ Aa AyOf dzRSR Ay WOKIyYy3aIAy3d (GKS LI adQzr a
Then followsa sectionon heritage, which is considered one of the tools for cliagthe past, which

is malleable.
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2.2.1Remembering the past

Lowenthal explains thahie pastcan bothenrich and inpoverish us, and peopleaneither embrace

or shun it. The past can have benefits, but also fears and drawbacks. Somgqieogde can feel

nostalgia for childhood and earlifd, in which they embracemagined pats. For others,tto endure

present life we may want to forget or obliterate a malign or traumatic heritage. A glorious heritage

YFEe tA1S6A4S 20SNBKSEYS AlGa &dzliS jawend (985x8.E G A y 3 dz
This quote explains that the past can be numbing: it can withhold a variety of narratives that
together would form a more realistic truth about the past. Dealing with a difficult past can be

LINR 0 f SWeé mialni ilealize or demonize thespaot as a foreign country, but as close kin to

our own presenR I @ K 2 Y(Sdwentha §998, ix). Howevdrowenthal writesunlike historians

have long believed, human nature was not the same in the past,caRISy AT Sya 2F 2 (K¢
thought and actedn ways and for reasons unlike our agi{howenthal 1998, ix).

In addition to this, Mondal€1994, 20xontributes by sayingthat 4 KS LJ &4 YSIya RAFTTS
different stages in life. For youngsters, the past is what happened to other peoples@atit are

likely to rebel against an immediate past and perhaps idealize a past beyond their memories: Middle

aged people tend to put the past off to one side. The eldarlg there are more of us all the time

tend to sift through memories, increasigghs they age, often as a means of connecting a blurring
LINBaSyid ¢AGK AYONBIF aAyYy3f eThigaiddd Rumh& VistydirSlecting F | NE
on the past.

A relevant article on dealing with a difficult past in the specific context sfeea Europe is written

by professor Mitja Velikonja (2009). Higade an analysis of the way pesicialist countries deal with

the communist past The transitional stage in which Albania at the moment, with its dif€ult

political and economic situatig is not unique to Albanians alon€he transition fromCommunism

to democracy might have happened later for Albania than for former Yugoslavia, they underwent

similar processes. And these processes do not run smootfdfikonjaRS & ONRA 0S&a K24 (KS
2OAFtAalG GNXyarAdA2y QX FaARS FNBY LRAAGAGDS OKI y:
LX dzNJ £t RBISYBSRYE @ YR2 NI Q& 0 FMelikahjd 2009y 53 8. IH8 dedcBhbes (i NP dz
negative processes such as the demolition of the w8lfard (i I 1 ©F LWG HzZNA A Y QX (G KS N
injustices, repatriarchalisation, réi N} RAGA 2yt Aal A2y > Of SNRobdnd A & (A 2
postsocialist country, not even the most successful, was spared such negative consequences, their
YIfATy STFSOGA O NEikKoyad2008,y587 ¥ elikonfas divdéshe aetatiostd £

Eastern Europeans with thefommunisipastinto four categories: anthostalgia, amnesia, historical

revisionism and nostalgia.

With antinostalgia he meansrenunciation § KS of I Ol Ay 3 2dziNe#g T &2 07
ideologies such as nationalism, liberal democracy, the free market, and consumerism are created and
developed on the basis of a complete condemnation of everything that came beforeaNangry
words about theCommunistReich, decades of terror, culture of death, terrible years, bloodthirsty
tyrants, red beast of€Eommunisia | Y R {VKli&onj& 2009 35878In many former Communist
Eastern Bloc countries, the heritage Gommunismhowever is highlighting thenegative and
NI dzYr GAO OKIF NI OGSNJ GKNRdzAAK (GSN¥Ya & WRAFTTFAOMZL GC
lacono and Kéllici (2015) describe thatthe process of shaping memoriethese theories are
centred aroundhe experience of trauma.

Amnesiaignores everything that happened before the fall @®dmmunism as if it never
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K I LILIS ¥ideRadse the familiar metaphors of the spring of nations, democratic awakening, or the
Y Sg avelikedjad?609, 537).

Historical revisionisniully reinterprets the socialist past (Velikonja 2009), by blaming it fully
on a particular phenomenon or individual, or by framing it in a particular narradivéor example,
as something merely imposed by the Soviets, yrabfistful of local Bolsheviks, terrorizing the
YI 22 NR (@& 3 (vdlikbriga 2609, 5F)y £

Nostalgiais uncritical and glorifies the past, despite realifyhis links to what Lowenthal
(1985)wrote about embracing the pasiNostalgia is a recuent theme in the study of gst-socialist
memory. In fact, it can be sedar every severgeriod of repressionlacono and Kélligi (2015) write
that in Albania, historians and cultural experts recognise a sentiment of nostatgiartain aspects
of life during the regime. Althoughanti-nostalgia and nostalgissound contradictory, their
coexistence is rather commafhlacono and Kéllici 2015). They argue that becatismmmunismstill
WKFdzyGaQ LI NIGA& 2F 91 adi Sihdes éhduNahids ShindeyaOd pai A y 3 | f
Communistnostalgia haverun parallel (lacono and Kéllici 2015, 10&fter studyingl 2 EK | Q&
Piramida in Tirana, they conclude ttiatK A & G 2 NA OF € o6dzZAft RAy3a owddde O2f f
that cannot be pigeonholed into an@hO2 YLI aaAy 3 O (S32 NE(ad®wio atdNI dzY |
Kéllici 2015, 112). There can also be fond memories.

2.2.2Changing the past

a 2e change what has come down toéy&owenthal 1985, xix). People change the narrative of the
past and their memories, ch effects society and ourselve$.K A & A & uir&diéctizisindd 2
our surroundings make us aware of the past, inds S NBa L2y R (2 . (Bodedtkal {1y 2 6 ¢
1985, xix). Lowenthal (1985) describes the ways in which we become informed about thé ga& S
past itself is gone; all that survives are its material residues and the accounts of those who
S E LIS N §uowiestRal 1985 éxxii)lhis means, according to his theory, that there is no absolute
evidence about how the past oaed. What survive lives in books and in our heads, which is already

a selection that will be altered over time (Lowenthal 1985). Perhaps it is already aléeted &N

be no certainty that the past ever existed, let alone in the form we now conceive it, but sanity and
aSOdzNR (& NXBI dzh NB  draweritrdl 1985 &xk) SH8 Slesdiilfes that reinoryRshaRes &
personal identity, the links between personal and communal memory, that different types of
memory allow us accedo the past, that there is a power of fgetting, and that time changes
existing memories, and invents new ones (Lowenthal 1985).

Memories are changed when they are revised (Lowenthal 1985). Lowenthal (1985, 206) explains that

the past is not a fixed given, but thatecollectionsare malleable ad flexible; what seems to have

happened undergoes continual chargg¥/hen certain memories are raised in light of particular

events, they are reinterpreted in the context of these events and present need (Lowentha)l. 1985

dWe remould the past for remnsii K I G Y A NNE NUowviekitgl 1885xyiiS. Fhis ietnéulding,

WiKS YL t fishkecaessatydWithodt & gast that is malleable asell as generously preserved,

the present will lack models to inspire it and the future be deprived of a lifeliite past.(Lowenthal

1985, 411).However, according to Mondale (1994), it is also always problematic. It is therefore

crucial to beselfcritical and selreflective when decisions have to be made about what should be

remembered, and what can be forgotie She describes that specific pasts to preserve have to be

selected:a s KSy ¢S 02yaSNBS | LIadz ¢S YIS KAAG2NEC

dzy RSNB GF YR 2dzNBESf @Sa |y BMonBalizgNIDO4INB. dHeweter, (Dis NX0odzY & (0 | y
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should be) bilt from constant negotiations with all stakeholders (Mondale 1994). If not, it is
imaginable that groups of people feel ignored, or that decisions are based on an incomplete set of
AYTF2NXYEGA2Yy ® { KS dilphsys have cordetpiencésKiéindlebriaté @i rdenetridobs
(deceptive) LI 31X ¢S OKSI MShgale 299NH S Badh&ad Bendero(1992) writes
something similar: freezing the past and embracing nostalgia neutralises the pdlgtcsre involved

with the creationof that past.

Loventhal distinguishes history from heritagbistory studies growing pastsnd heritage clarifies

this pastand links itwith cortemporary purposes (Lowenthal 1998 A 4 1 2 N® NB I OB a T2 NJ
what happened in the pasand heritageis what the pastmeans to a society today. It is often
narratedfor a beneficial purpose-e sees #arge gap between the twechools of thoughtSome of

his citics argue thatthey have a common causdut Lowenthal(1998) doubts this possibility in a
world of massentertainment, and the fact that most of the history that is learned in schoolbooks is
taken from heritage sourcesirL most school texts, history remains ediemersional even were
O2y (i NP @S NBE & (LdwanthaN1998,J4 37 )liowénthal (1998)does stressthl- (i thedtwo
enterprisesare inextricably conjoinegd(Lowenthal 1998, xi)because history cannot be studied
without passion or personal interest, and heritage cannot disregard history because it must be
believable. However, he says, it is iongant to notice that their intents differ. He argues that history
constantly inspects and flects on the past, while adapting when truths get outdated. However,
heritageshapeshe past which makes it inflexible and steersiit such a way that it benefits society

and identity of a particular individual or peopl#.is not relective: dcheritage is held to fossilize, to
preclude ambivalence, to tolerate no doubtdowenthal 1998, 88)Historical faith is instilled in
school [...], textbooks are not to be questionfidowenthal 1998, 116). Lowenthal (1998) stresses the
gap and argues that heritagdapes history into a certain truth that does not alwaysatign with

the complex processes that in reality happened. And this happens everywhere in many different
ways.

Heritage and history may differ in purpose, both are equaitgl. A balance must be existein

GKAOK KSNRAGEFIS NBLINBaSyda KAald2NRB | yWR neéd tNNI G S a
undersl YR g KI G AYLMzZ aSa RNXJS edzact abiéering iand\id ddris@eS (1 K S
others for faults equally our own. Yet we should also realize that in thus corrupting we also enhance

the spoils of history, breathing new life into them for ourselves and our inheritors by fabricating
KSNR i 3 Gowenthsl 4998, xvi).

2.3The tool of heritage in the malleable past

Heritage plays an imptant role in the malleable past, because it impacts countless realms of
contemporary life (Lowenthal 1998)¢ KS a L2 Af & 2F KA @awenth®1998AxH). I £ £ |
I SNAGF3IS A& NBETFESOUSRSNA yBELI HIyNRACKINMEOY A@GNRIRZ 3 QK SW
KAAG2NE QX GKS WRSf dza2 NE R NS lofffisial chifhants lodefiS & I y R
SYot SyaQ o[ 26SyiKI determineshwhat isEndrih (preserviry Mid ivhad &n be
destroyed or thrown awayand thus what narratives are worth telling, and which are. i#ritage

has the power to both celebrate victory and consecrate loss (1998). Howevekdacies of victors

areprai SFyS GOODBGKS f SIFOASA GKF G (USeibaldems 682 4G |+ R
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In a way, heritage explains how we feel and validates how we act (Lowenthal 198&nthal
6 mMpdy = E @rhehacifplnfingfizld ds vell @s a nourishing MIJ B playsba role in national
identity, inour relationships with our ancestors, offspring and neigimscand it makes us feel rooted
(Lowenthal 1998). However, it also plays a role in national conflict, in racism, in genetic determinism,
global thet and illicit trade (Lowenthal 1998). It can be oppressive, defeatist and decadent
(Lowenthal 1998). It guides museum and commemorative policy and decisions on repatriation. It
creates the story about the past, which is taught to youth and outsiders.

Loventhal (1998) abundantly speaks thie battle between history and heritage, that many
critics argue that heritage would be biased and influenaed that history is moré#tueQ Yet, the
positive power of heritage is hardly describ&ihen dealt within anoble manner heritage can be
powerful and even stimulat@rocessing a traumatic memory within a country.-&grification of
material heritage for examplecan asst in confronting the past (Eaton and Roshi 20Hgwever,
indeed, when abusedijt can k& dangerous. Lowenthal (1998) explains that when the benefits of the
LI &G I NB KELISRZI | yR A iharitage lby i Sélghatule N&RitesSpartisaa S NI (i S
extremes (Lowenthal 1998, xiv)] NB O2dzZNBARS (2 LI GNRAY2y& &K it KSNX G
glamorizes narrow nationalism (Lowenthal 199&yainglory vindicates victors and solaces the
vanquished, justifying jingoisfigchauvinismpandinflaming partisan zea.(Lowenthal 1998, xiv)his
means that if abused by people in power, heritage caaffirm the position of the winners and
consolidate those who lost, while justifyispauvinism and the vain of extreme ideas.

l'Yy20KSNJ LIKSYy2YSy2y GKFG [ 26 Syhistry 5 stilb mabttpy = Ty (
written by the winners. But heritagincreasingly belongs to the losers. Even victors now aspire to a
f S3I O0& 2The meRAdrySof tiadmiatic events keeps the past in the present. He explains that
RSFSIG Aa 2dzaid Fa YdOKYikAESAAT2 BB S@EvENEEAIDIBZ AR G2 ¥ |
74). It also can evoke sympathy, which can again be beneficial and problematic, when abused:
GAroOA GASE INB Ay@21SR a KSNARGFEAS y2i 2yte (2 ¥F2
(Lowenthal 1998, 75).

Lowenthalalso explains therelation between individual and collective legaciéét first yours or
mine, heritage soon becomes inherently collective. We share what we inherit among colleagues and
O2YYdzyAGGAS&asY ylIiAz2ya YR FlLrAGKaAaD wXP8 lapdng I NB &K
legacies; allegiance compels painful choices. Personal bequests conflict with collective patrimonies
Ff&d&2 G 2RRa® X8 9FOK |GGlFIOKYSYyilis 6KSUKSNI FAE!
Choices amug personal and collective legacies&var g A (1 K Odzf  dzNBLoweyfttial 1898,F 3S 2 F
55). Collective roots and private interests or personal legacies can both struggle in comparison to
each other(Lowenthal 1998). Lowenthal gives the example of rebel youth and rugged individuals in
the Urited States, who prioritise being seffade over tradition, society of famil@n the other hand,
personal legacies and collective heritage can also go hand in hand, such as in the elite in Britain
(Lowenthal 1998)The dominance of either collective oriyate heritage can bring benefits and
drawbacks. A danger can emerge whasllective narratives cancel out individual perspectives, but
also when there is no communality and shared memories of a space.

When a heritage is collective, it is often magaB o0& | KA Pbfuishy  Of | & 2
notwithstanding, heritage normally goes with privilege: elites usually own it, control access to it, and
ordain its public image. That heritage still buttresses elitegpisites strikes some as morstdza ¢ ¢
(Lowenthal 199890).
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Material cultural heritage
Ly GKAa (GKSaAra [ 2 ¢ agabiadicadcepsibduseea dpdeifically onsn&ibih | 3 S
heritage.lacono (2018) explains thatitiv fast revolutionary changes, the past aislheritage are
very important inlaying a foundation for new value systems, and new social relationships. This also
applies to material heritage. After allehitage is a broad concept that encompasses many different
aspects of memory and legacy, tangible and intangible. Material culterdbye can exist of objects,
buildings and landscapeshis type of heritage can be powerful because it is the vislyal reminder
ofthepastdt KS aL}2Afa 2F KALdveAtNELIOB, kW, intalitéral waltBrattione dza £
withthisvist £ KSNAGF3IS Oy 6S | WNBFIRFIOoESQ NBTt SOGA2Y
time, and what it reminds them of. Destruction-s@nification (Eaton and Roshi 2014) or
abandonment can thus be very expressive a€grthermore, it can serve as adl in explaining
what happened, and to make sure it is remember&d.mentionedabove,oour recollections and our
AdzZNNR dzy RAy3a YI 1S dza 61 NB 27F (KS. (lowenthak1985y R o d dd
xix).Lowenthal (1985) says that the pastly survives in books and in our heabst it also survives
in buildings and object3 hey can be useful in teaching foreigners or younger generations that did
not experienced this timghat happened and what should be rememberedAbout this, Lowenthal
(1985,269-271) writesthatt ! ¢ NSy Saa 2F (GKS GFy3AaoftS LIad Aa af
telling where it is and what it was. Markers celebrating this relic or forbidding access to that one
profoundly influence what we make of them. Even thestleanspicuous sign on the most dramatic
site affects how history is experienced. [...] Mere recognition thus transforms the visible past.
Identifying and classifying may tell us much abaalics but often occludes ouiew of them,
sacrificing communiog A G K G KS LJ & GHel 2 a2 @ Nahowsg afiliik paitische
common result of identifying it. Labelling a relic affirms its historical significance; displaying it
Sy Kl yOSa (Roiventhdl 19BIS271Hé thus states that the wayaterial heritage is
presented or conserved, influences the way history is perceived.

Material heritagecan become contestedhen itbelongs to araumatic period of timeand
often when there is a variety of stakeholdetshas the power to misrepeent an erapr highlight
only certain elementson purpose or by acciderit can also steer the narrative that is being told in
the way the building or object is restored or maintairnadavour of particular groupsrhroughout
history, all over the wod, this has been a recurring form of abulds thus certainly contributing to
the malleable past.

2.4 Studying the malleable pasif Albania
The theory described above indicates the complexity in which the past can be reflected on #ind dea
with. The past is malleable: what happened factually cha and is reinterpreted over time.
(Material) heritage can play an important role in this. These issues are studied in thestcaeof
Albania, where theCommunisthistory is recent and has not been processeet. It is therefore an
interesting country to study these phenoma&nEaton and Roshi (2014) speak of variGaesnmunist
aA0Sa Ay l'tolFyAl GKFEGO b2NlX ompy v @2dzZ R O2yaARS
Spag), central Shkodra, the castieGjirokasér, the Communistpyramid in Tirana, the city plans of
socialist citiespand defensiveworks, such as th hundreds of thousands of mushm pillboxes or
nuclearbunkers]...].€ (Eaton and Roshi 2014, 315). Many of these sites have survoreétimes as
ruins. However, they still have a powerful significance and a way to address them has not been
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decided yet.This thesis aims to understand hdlae communist pastn Albania is malleabland/or
fossilized,and in which direction it isbeing shapd, by studying contemporary processes in the
creation of narratives about this history. This is done by looking at individual memories, social or
political programmes, by private or state museums ah@ management ofCommunistsites,
particularly bunkers s there a power of forgetting (Lowenthal 1985)#e the results from
(mis)management problematic, as described by Mondale (19®H&s resignification assist in
confronting the pastaWho benefits from the remoulding of the past8 history written by le
winners or the losers?

The first empirical chapteconcernsboth rememberingthe past andcchanging the pastt will
be studiedif i KS LI ad WSYNAOKSA 2NJ AYLRISNRAAKSAQ ! f0ol yAl
(Lowenthal 1985)It is dso studied whether the heritage @&@ommunismis individual or collective,
and whether individual and collective legacies struggfecomparison to each otheithe theory of
Velikonja on feelings towards this past (antistalgia, amnesia, historical reiisism and nostalgia)
will be studiedin the findings from the interviews in this thesis. That different stages iiNMtendale
1994)haveinfluence on the interpretation of heritage, is also something that will be studigdally,
it will be researchedhow the past is transferred and taught to future generations, and how the past
is accessed. These three elements all influence the malleable past in Albania.

The second chapter focuses on the efforts to address the past by looking at heritage. As
Lowenthal (1998) describes, heritage directs the past for contemporary purposes. Whether this
steering takes place, and in what way, will become more clear though studying the phenomena of
how heritage is treated now in TiranH.is studies whether heritagéti Yl yIF 3SR gKAt S 0S5
ONRGAOINRTFE gRONGSOQTAY GKS ONBIiGAy3a 2F 02ttt SOGA D!
(Mondale 1994).1s a division between heritage and history visiblEffe perspectives that are
conserved and ignored will om to light in this chapter.

The third chaptemuses the same theory as the second chapter, but will fepesificallyon
bunkers.Bunkers are the most abundaf@ommunisimaterial heritage in the Albanian landscape.
there a difference between ther¢atment of Communistheritage in general, and of bunkers? Does
this material heritage reflect the way people are remembe@@gnmunisn?
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3. Methodology

This thesis ibased oma literature study andh qualitativefieldwork period of two months in Tirana
and its surroundings. The choice for this approach was made in lingheithim of the research: to
look at bunkers and othelCommunistheritage in order to describe the complex variety of
perspectives, narratives and processes arouhe communist pastin Albania. Ethnographic
fieldwork methodsenabled meo understandcomplex processes and perspectivele combination

of informal, semistructured and unstructuredinterviews, observations ana literature study
assured method triangulatiorby using twoor more study methods, the design of the research is
strengthened and the ability to interpret findings increased (Thurmond 20D49.results of the
ethnographic fieldwork are based dB unstructired/semistructured interviews and®2 informal
interviews Observations were helthroughout the entire research period, which included many site
visits of bunkers and museums.

3.1 Respondents
The respondents for this research were sampled through two methods: convenience sampling and
snowball samplingBeforeleaving for fieldwork, it was difficutb find an entrance into the Albanian
society. Thereforel| seized the opportunities that were available. The snowballing method proved
very useful here, and this allowed the planning of seven interviews in thaiocsweeks of arrival in
Tirana These were also achieved througimails to museums and organisations, sent in advance to
the fieldwork. Once in Albania, respondents became more easy to Biaedausd was not able to
speak Albanian, almostllainterviews were held in English. Two were held in Albanian with a
translator, and in a few informal conversations Italian was spoken, since thimigguage that many
Albanians speak to a certain level becaaséhe vicinity of Italy, and the influence ithasbrf 0 I YA I Qa
popular culture.One intaview was surprisingly held inuizh. Many respondents lived abroad during
their youth or during their studies. For a few respondents, this was the Netherlands.

Almost everyone was willing to cooperate when asked. ddvantage of this research topic
was that it concerns everyone, and therefore everyone was interesting to speak with on this topic.
On the other hand, this was also a difficulty: sometimes decisions had to be made who to speak with
and who not to speak wit In one moment of the research, respondents became too many to
process.

It was in the interest of the study to sample a large variety of people, with different backgrounds,
ages and perspectives (as far as possible considering the language bardistinction could also be
YFERS 6SisSSy Wy2N¥It AydiSNBASsa | yR WSELIBNI Ay dS
journalists one television presenter, a retired English teachem, unemployedwoman a retired
military manand seven peoplavorking different tourism branchesThe informal interviews also fall
under this categoryThe expert interviews were held with &8 YLJX 28 SS FTNRY WwWOdz {dz
GAUK2dzi 02NRSNRBRQ> (62 dzy A OSNBAGPamudREnTdBeltdraNBE O N
zoologistand a heritage specialist who also wasarfer prisonerduringCommunism

It is particularly important to notice the relevance of age in this research. Sitice
Communist regiméell in 1991, everyoneinder the age of 28 hasot lived duringthe Communist
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regime! f a2 LIS2LX S Ay GKSANI nnQa KIFIR RAFFSNByld YSY
memories differed greatly from adult memorieBhe age categories of respondents we28-30 (3),

3040 (4), 4650 (6), 5660 (1), 6670 (2) ad 7080 (2). Some of the ages are an estimation.
Unfortunately, no respondents from under 20 years old were interviewstause the relevance of

this was realised too late during the fieldwork peridthe list of all intervieweewith more detailcan

be found in appendiA.

3.2 Methods
Site visits and observation
Overall, observations enablade to become aware of certain processes or phenomena that were
not spoken of during interviews. This was also the case to become aware abd¢empamary social
problems. An example were the mentalities towards the many protests in Tirana. Furthermore, and
important element of this study was the study of material aspectger@fore many site visitwere
made. Observations were held in locationglsias museums, statues, monuments and bunkéne
findings were all written down soon after or during observations, and also became field notes.
Photography was a very important tool in this fieldwork meth8de visits of museums, statues and
monumentswere held in Tirana and Gjirokastér, a small city in the south of the country which is the
birth town of Enver Hoxha. Site visits of bunkers were held mainly in the environment of Tirana.
In museuns, it was observed what story is being told ab@ammunism Hereby attention
was paid to the way objects were displayed, whether information was given and if so, what it said
and in which languages, and what kind of atmosphere was created. At the national history museum,
for example, the only exhibition oBommursm focused on crimes and terror. It was one of the few
rooms where photography was not allowed, and the dark sides of the period were portrayed
strongly. At statues and monuments, it was obserwdgbther and howpeople interacted with them,
looked at themor spoke of themFor bunkers the same was done, with the addition of a study of
their contemporary use. It was closely studiedhat the bunkers seemed to be used for, by
registeringtraces of human presence. This could be garbage, graffiti, stored mlateztcetera.

Since the fall of the regime the number of bunkers in Albania is decreasing fast. Many have
disappeared or are covered up. However, we still find them in abundant numbers in formerly
A0NI GS3IA0 t20F0GA2yazr y2¢ FdaskistapéAdselddtionydtzhe Ay L
bunkers that were observeduring the fieldwork periodire indicated on figurd. Included were the

bunkers in the center of Tirana: at first sight onlydzy” 1 1Q.I dyli | Xaind\tie memorial park were

noted, but lateralso better hidden bunkers were noted. These included a small mushroom bunker in

the courtyard of the Rogner hotel, one iine pavement of a main street, one in a river bedding and

multiple small ones in the cemetery of Sharres, in the southwest of Tifldr&e was also a tunnel in

the garden of the House of Leavesd many small mushroom bunkers on Mount Dajti, a hill close to

the city centre.Villages surrounding Tirana have private properties that use bunkers for farming
purposes. At Kepi i Rodonit,small peninsula north of Durres, popular amongst Albanians for its

natural beauty, a row of large tunnel bunkers look out over the sea, and many small ones are seen
Ff2y3 GKS KATAYy3 GNFAC FYR 2y (GKS o0SIFEOK® hy W

2 The museum of Secret Surveillance in taater of Tirana.

23



restaurants and for storag&Vhen leaving Tirana to the harbour city of Durres, many small bunkers
lay alongside the road in private propertiead betweenapartment buildings. In the harbour of
Durres many bunkers can be seen, both on land and in therwatewere mushroom bunkers (large
and small), mostly lying abandoned in the landscape as well.

Shkoder

Bulqgize

*
Tirana

Durré

Elbasan

Lushnja

Kugove

Fier Berat

Figure 1: map with indicated site visits of bunkarselection)
(Sourceapplication maps.me, downloaded map of Albanianadded pins)

Literature study

The fieldwork period was accompanied by desk research, which happened lzafdrafter the
ethnographic study. Prior research enatblmeto be more prepared in the field and in advance be
aware of existingissites andtopics. A literature study after the fieldworkvas done to clarify
observed phenomenand place itinto a theoretical framework.The literature included mainly
primary and secondary sourcdait also a fewnews articles and aocial media study.

Unstructured and semstructured interviewing
Both wnstructured and semstructured interviews were heldduring the fieldwork period.In
particular meetings, it was difficult to tell the two apart. Arntarview could go in both directions
accordingto the nature or tendency of the interviewee. Therefore, they are described together in
this section
Unstructured interviewing allowethe to have freeconversationawith the respondents, but
with a clear plan kept in mind (Bernard 201lhaR f A GGt S O2y GNBf 2 @SNJ LIS2 LI ¢
had the freedom to open up @hexpress themselves in their own wayd in their own pace
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(Bernard 2011). This method was mainly used with respondemtisabuld be met more than once
Unstructured inteviewing gave a lot of insight into éhperspective of the respondent and clearly
showed what he or she was passionate or felt strongly about. These interviews were often longer
than the semuistructured interviews.

Formost of therespondents that culd only be met once, and with a limited amount of time,
I chose a semstructured interviewing method. This allows the respondents to take the lead, but it
wasd I aSR 2y 'y  awiteSINtIdiAgdestiond datl ®ECY thad need to be covéneal
LJ- NJi A O dz{Berhard 204.R $5B)EThis wascessary because one can make sure not to forget to
address certain important topics thought of ahead. For each respondent the list of questions was
adapted.An example of this interview guide canfoend in appendix 1.

Often it was not clear beforehand how much time the respondent would have, and what the
respondent expected from the interview. In prior contadt,l £ 61 8a | &1 SR F2NJ

VRPN

WO22YDSNEIF GA2YyQ 2N WKI AN I yI YORYRTBNIASS 6iA0y0a itKIAR 200,

atmosphere which usually led to people opening up more and feeling comfortable. This also fitted
best with the style of interviewingl'he interviews were always prepared with an interview guide, yet
throughout the interview | would decide whetherd use it or not. Bpending on how easily the
respondent started talking, and in which directions this werdecided to take an unstructured or
semistructured approachThis flexibility was fruitful becauseften, when the respondents spoke
freely for a while without interrupting them with questions, they would become more personal after
a while. Most of the interviews lasted one to one and a half hour.

The majority of thel8 interviews were planned a few days invaahce, but some were spontaneous
by seizing opportunities on particular momenks.most cases, the interviews were recorded, except
for a handful in whicH sersed it would not improve the quality of the interview, or when it would
make the respondent urmnfortable.

Interviewing technigues

Duringsomeinterviews, certain techniques were used pat the respondent at ease, dp receive

more information on a particular topic. For examplgon meeting a respondent would always

start with a brief,friendly conversation abousomething positivebefore getting on-topic. Attention

was paid to giving respondenthe space to talk freely, but also to interrupt them when the
conversation was going in an unrelated direction for too long. Usuddigd the conersation only a

little to define the content:& ¥et people on to a topic of interest and get out of the way. Let the
AYF2NXEY(H LINRPGARS Ay TF2NXNI (A2 yBerdakdl2011, €6D). Andthera K S
dza S ¥ dzf (i 2 2 Y [thé Isténulathighfleaddspbriént to produce more information, without

G

AyeSOiAy3 e2dNBESETF 42 YdOK Ayid2 GKS AyGaSNI Qirazy

(Bernard 2011, 161). Manyifferent types of probing existBernard 2011)a few of which proved

useful during this fieldwork. The first waset silent probe, in whichduietly waited for a respondent

G2 O2yUAydzsS GFLtl1Ay3Id {2YSGAYSAE aKS ¢g2dd R y2RZ
her the time to think. Not everyone talked as easilyffast as othersSome respondents openedg

fast and others slow or not at allhis was avery importantprobe to keep this in mind: to give
people time.An affirmative soundvasalso a form of probingnodding along sometimes helped the
respondent to fel more motivated to continue (Bernard 2011). It was hereby important to stay
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engaged and look at the informants while doing so. Another form of probing that waswased
WSOK2AY3IQY LI NI LKNI&AYI 2N NBLISE GAYy3Angsaik bpgn a2YS2
jdzSatAz2y &adzOK |a WNBIffeKQ:s WiKSy ¢gKIG KILLSYySRI
ensura the respondent that what they sd w asinteresting andgave more insight in what the
respondentwastruly thinking or feeling aboua sibject Then therewasii KS Wi 2y 3 jt@zSad A2y
break the ice. This consisted of asking a long broad question, to receive a longer and broader answer.
Then, later in the interview one can become more specific. This is also katjedhd tour questio®

(Spradley 1979 in Bernard 2011, 163). Thissoasetimesdza SR | & 'y W2 LISyAy3IQ 27
the respondent choose the direction in which to talk, according to his or her frame of reference. This
sometimes gave valuable insights.

Informal interviewing

Informal interviewing was anotheémportant ethnographic fieldwork method that wasequently

used during the research. Some of them were already hefdre leaving for fieldwork, by talking to
people that have travelled to or lived in Albania.eyhprovided prior insight into the country. They
also provided the start of the snowballing sampling method, slramild use a part of their network

to start finding respondents in Albania. During the fieldwork itself it also proved to be very practical
on spontaneous encounters with peoplalthough these informal conversations lack structure or
control, they wereusefulfor me to settle in, to get a feel about certain topics anddo..] uncover
ySg G2LIA0A 2F AyGSNBad { KBeihardY2d1d,K156)l followed thé SSy 2 ¢
conversations closely and wrote down the findings afterwaedssoon as possibl&hese became
field notes.Altogether, 22 informal interviews were helohost of which lasted 180 minutes. There
were some exceptions thaasted much longer, one to three hours. Informal interviews often
happened by chance.

3.3 Data andysis

Most of the interviews were recorded’hey have all been transcribed, which was largely done in
Tirana and parthyin WageningenSubsequently, the fidings were analysed by coding the findings
into categories that were in accordance witteated categories andhapters/sectionf the thesis.
This enabled the large amounf information to be already dided over the righsections Having
this informaion together, the findings were stitacted, filtered and written downThe main codes
that were used are indicated in table 1 on the next page.
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Background

Communism

Bunkers practically

Bunkers in a larger
picture

Politics

9 Nobody is
happy

9 Everpne
leaves

1 Communismis
not over: the
same peoplen
parliament

1 Balkan spring

Visions onCommunism

1 The youth does not care

1 Differences in generations

1 It has not yet been
processed

fLO KIFayQi

9 Optimism

1 It was a bad time. And it
still is.

9 There is no trus

9 Painful subject

1 We are jist starting the
conversations.

f PeopleR2 y Qi

OK

0l f

Communistbunkers

9 History of bunkers

9 Memory of bunkers

9 Locations of bunkers

9 How many bunkers

9 Types of bunkers

1 How common are bunkers?

Bunkers are symbolic
(Dark) touism
Commergalisation

Heritage is not part of
the political agenda,
nor of the interest of
youth

Changing the layout of
the city, but nothing
real

Communist
heritage

9 In Tirana
9 Outside Tirana

Types of remeniscing

9 Nostalgia

9 Anti-nostalgia

9 Amnesia

9 Histori@al revisionism

9 The youth does not
understandCommunism

What is happening to them

9 Abandonment
i Reuse

1 Projects

9 Destruction

Museums

. dzy 11QF NI
. dzy 1 X2+ NI
9 Cold war tunnel in
Gjirokastér

Albanian Whatis thought of them Destruction
identity 1 For (arban)
' Not an item development
9 There are too many 1 For iron
1 Poverty 1 Painful association
1 Religion 1 Waste of money
9 Should be kept: history and
identity
9 Useful for contemporary
purposes
9 Good for tourism (tourist
views on bunkers)
9 Bunkers are identity
History: They should be kept
11997
1 Memories from 1 Itis our identity
Communism 1 They are useful
9 Historical 9 Bunkers and biodiversity

explanations

9 Bunkers for tourism

Ownership issues

Table 1: the main codes used to analyse the fieldwork data.

27




3.4 Bhical considerations

While interviewing respondentsa few ethical considerations were taken into accouRar any
researcher, it is important to be reflexive during fieldwork. s particularly importantduringthis
research, since the topic addressan emotional postonfict situation thatl was not personally
familiar with. Reflexivity results in more objective findings and reduces the risk of harming
interviewees¢ KA & Aa Ay fAYyS gAGK GKS ARSI 2F w52 y2 K
potential for physical bemotional harm to participantbad to be avoided, during the fieldwork as
well as during the writing of the thesis, and after submission and presentdtiovas always asked
whether the meeting could be recorded. At the end of each intervieagked wiether the name of

the respondent could be usedor informed consent This wasusuallythe case except for three
respondents who wanted to see the text before approving. This has been respected. Furthermore,
upon interviewing anyone he reason foithe study was always explained and that it was a master
thesis. It was always made sure that the respondents were comfortable, and that they could
withdraw from the research whenever they wanted. This was never necessary, but when a
respondent became uncomfortéd about a topid made sre not to ask further.This wasboth to
protect the interviewees, and to not obstruct future resear¢fowever, emotions themselvedid

not have to obstructhe research: theywere sometimesmportant empirical data (Diphoorn 20).2

Both the emotions of the informant and the researcher can provide a deeper understanding of the
researchsetting (Diphoorn 2012)This was the case in multiple interviews, when respondents
became fierce about padular topics of njustice. It was herep easy to be drawn into these
emotions. However, it was always attempted not to fully lose sight of the objectiveness of the
research when sharinghe emotions of participantsWhen this was not achieved during the
research, it was reflected upon afterwardo not steer the research and data collection too much
into that emotion.

Furthermore,l always made clear to bimterested in the opinions and observations of the
interviewee. It was sometimes noted by respondents that they did not know enofigite subject
to helpme along. In these cases, they were reassured, and explained why their opinions were truly
interestingand valuable to the researchnd thatl wastrying to learn from them (Bernard 20114t
the end of each interview would alwaw thank the respondent for his or her time. Oftdnyas
thanked in return for the interest.

Finally, Giddens(1982) wrotel 6 2 dziT (1 KS LKy &Sy 2 K S ]2MRBHYUS dzi A O 3
means that the data collected by a researchedii& S NX & S| NNBKIS$ NI R yA YHFSNIKS LI
interpretation. When atranslator is used, there is even a third interpretation. Thereforbge t
formulation of information never comes directly from the sour&®r this reasonl always tried to
record an interview when possift S (2 adleé Fa Oft24aS G2 (KS NBaLR
However, @ta is never fully objectivéGiddens 1982). Alsosa researcher, it is unavoidable to be
AYyFEdzZSYOSR o8& 2 yasdbiés. @né yan anly O a3 dective Rs orsvire of this
bias. Coming from a different country, with values that are not 1:1 applicable to Albania, it was
impossible to not be surprised or moved by certain statements or events. However, these personal
feelings were always written down in field netéo be aware of the way one was influenced by the
research setting.
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3.5 Llimitations and strengths
Limitations

The most important limitationof this research was language. In preparation of the fieldwork
practiced Albanian in an online course aamtdhe start of the fieldworK practiced it on a daily basis.
This enabledne to have avery basic understanding of certain phrases words However, it was
not possible to engage inraore elaborateconversationwith a nonEnglistitalian speaker This has
influenced thetype of respondentsthat participated in the reearch. All interviewsvere held in
English, except for twavhich wereheldin Albanian with two differentranslators. Italian was helpful
in certain situations als@ne interview was held iDutch.

A second limitation was access. For the majority of the tirdil not have access to a car,
and was limited to the public transport, which existed of buses and-buses. This sufficed, but
disabled the acced® certain interesting remote aasor the abilityto stop in certain places where
bunkers were seen.always photograpbd bunkers along the road and indicated them on the app
maps.me, so thalater | could retrace the location if necessafhe winter season of the fieldwork
was a furber disadvantage, since many Engkgieaking locals working in tourism, for example,
were nd present in smaller towns during this time of year dodals were often surprised to see a
foreigner. This didjive the advantage that | was almost always kindbeived. \Qually people tried
to communicate anyway with gestures.

Thirdly, a clear limitation was the time spaks with any research, there is a maximum of
time available to do fieldwork and write the thesis. two monthsl aimed to study observe and
become aware of as much information as possible, but it is likelylthlto missed a lo# lack of
time also influenced the data collectiohtranscribed and processed intervieas soon as possible,
many already in Tirana. However,litould have reflected on more interviews already during the
fieldwork, | could have asked mespecific questions to certain respondents. Some questions only
proved to be valuable after starting analysing the data.

As to the research methods, in hindsighivoud have donesome elements differently next time.
When starting the research,focused orfinding respondentsvith knowledge on the topiclt was
only after a few weeks thdtstarted to pay more attention taliversifying the type of respondents,
becausd realisedthat only peopleabove the age oapproximately 35 remembered theommunist
era well (since it fell 28 years agoTherefore,| started to look for respondents of different age
groups,from middle-aged to senior. Through the netwotkat | built up in the hostel] also founda
FS6 NBaLRyRSyida Ay GKSANI vwnQaod ,andihSeNhalshg eNy A y 3
data, it became cleaio me that it would have been an interesting addition to the research to also
add the perspective ah child or a teenager, especially for the first qukestion. This was a lesson
learnt.

Another lesson learnt was that next time, it might be betterconsequently ask participants
I FS¢ ljdzSadAz2ya |G GKS al0INBL I NBE Rydz FWNERIKIDA SV 2 6
Y2 KSNE RAR @2dz aINRg dzZLIKQ Wl 2¢g f2y3 KI @S &2dz f )
information became clear anyway, but not of all. In hindsight, this information proved to be more
important than was initially tlought. As a solution, the missing age of some respondents was
estimated.
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Strengths

A strength was thehoice of accommodation type during the fieldwork period. The majority of the
stay was at theTirana Backpackers Hostel. This hostel provideahy different contacts and
entrances. Albanians were employed herand had friends coming ovethere were longerm
volunteers and many passing travellers, even in winter. This creasaficbase to start a network
and find respondents. By exchangingomfation with many different peoplel was able to gain
more understanding about Albanian society by comparing the perspectives of diffateanians,
and also to compare it to a few perspectives from abroad.

Another strength wagreative thinkingand seizing opportunitiesThere were multiple cases
where a respondent wafund unexpectedly and questions had to be formed on the spot. Fast and
creativethinking was helpful in tise momentsOnce an interview was deniea,. dzy |, Gecahsé
they weredgetting ready for the new season which we willdpening in April and we don't have a
LISNE2Y ¢ K2 (@inalfromS 8z 1) GAdéfed and asked a range of questions through
e-mail instead. Social media such as Facebgalges and ristagram wasalso included which
sometimes gave additional insights. Not all opportunities cdédorepared fothoweverand it was
therefore important to be flexible and to listen carefully. An example of this was during an interview,
when a respondent tolame about aconference (Memorial Days 2019) that was held on that very
moment.l changed myplans and made sure to gain access to that conference.

As explained, access was sometimes problematic since many bunkers lie on remote locations
that are not easy to reachy bus. © solve this, | kept up a list of locations that were valuable to visit
throughout the fieldwork periodin the last weekend| had the possibility to hire a cand travel
together with a companion, in whidhvisited and observedll these loctions strategically
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4.BackgroundAlbania a country in transition

This thesis aims to understand the difficult relationship that Albanians have with @oEiTmunist

past, and the role that bunkers and other contested heritage play in this. Thisangkplained in the

next three empirical chapters. However, it is crucial to first provide a background on three [Evels

first is an introduction to the country, to understand its location in Europe and its geographical
position. The second ishastorical oversight of th&Communistperiod and its collapseHistory is an

essential part of this thesis, and current processes of memory cannot be studied without an
explanation of what has occurred. The bunkerisation programme is also introduced herey,Tairdl

sketch is made afontemporaryissues inTirana. Many respondents relate@ommunisnto issues in

their contemporary life, wherefore it is valuable to explain certain processes that are currently
200dz2NNA Y3 Ay ¢ A NSoryereerenceisanade ol irfedviewDdatidAthislcliagter, to

illustrate certain historical and contemporaryexplanations.Ly a4SOGA2Y noénX WiKS
AAlGdzr A2y 2F 1fo0lFyAlIQY NBFSNByOSa IINB Ffaz2z YIR
contemporary isses within the country. During interviews, the conversation almost always ended

up landing on these topics. iBhdatais clearlydistinguished from literary information iseparated

guotations.

4.1 Albaniain a nutshell

The research area for this thesiasvTirana and its surroundingds explained in the justification,

Tirana lies in the middle of the vertically elongated country. It iscdygitaland counts over 400.000

inhabitants Thisisk f Y240 2yS &AEGK 2F GKS O2 deyimatehy Qa8 LJ2 Lidz
million people) ywww.worldpopulationreview.cojn Albania is a small country east of the iedic

sea, heighbouring Bhtenegro, Kosovo, Macedonia and Greeaed Italy overseas (figure 2 and. &

is a stretched country witlan over 450 km log coastline Geographically the country is variedth

beaches and hills in the west along the Adriatic coast, and mountains and canyons in the east.
Zooming out a little, Albania lies in the Balkan penins@ilaania joined NATO in 2009, and formally

applied for a membership of the European Union. Negotiations have not yet started.

During the Cold Walkurope was divided in two parthhe Communisteast and the capitalist west.

Most of the Balkan countries were included in former Yugosiayitihough itsurrounded Albania

like a hand, and Albania knew simil@ommunistoppression, it was never a ganf Yugoslavia. It
followed its own course in history. It therefore also has a unique language, which the population
takes pride inMultiple respondents toldabout the strong character of Albanians, that they were
able to keep their language and character despite the change of occupying forces and religions.
Duringthe Communist regimeeligion was prohibited, but it returned during the 1990s. However,
still today, patriotism trumps religion and ethnicity. One could see this as an inheritance form

P dazatl oAl O2y aAal SR Basa afidHRrzegoRida, Moftehe® ySkrbias, KosoMPahd
North-Macedonia. It surrounded Albania like a hand, but Albania was never part of it.
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Communism Contemporary Albanian know a variety of religions: Islam,ekBashi Islanf,
Catholicism, the Albaniaarthodox church and more. Generally however, religisras not
considered important by most respondents. For those who did call themselves religious, it was rather
considered a culture or a family heritage than a practBefore being religious, you are Albanian.
Some respondents have referred to thisfdbanism,or Albanianism

Estonio
Latvis

Lithuania

falarus

Germarny

Romania

Bulgeria

|

Figure2 (left): Map of AlbanigSourcewww.ezilon.com Figure3 (right): Location of Albania in Eurep
(Sourcehttps://www.google.com/maps/place/

4.2 TheCommunisthistory of Albania

4.2.1 Occupiedpyalty, occupied, diatorship
Albania knows a long history of occupatidhwas dominated by Romans, Byzantines, Venetians,
Normansand for roughly 430 years it belonged to the Ottoman empites thereforeunsurprising
that Turkish traces are vis®l Ay ¢ A NJ yd; Ienguade Madl Kfdod) Suburalbbdia was the
last Balkan country to become independdrdm the Ottomansn 1912 In the next decaddlifferent
regions of the country fought guerrilla warfare againstops from Germany, Italy$erbia, Greece,
France and Yugoslavialbanianssuffered from large scale poverty atdvoc In 192Q Tirana was
OK2aSy | a {KS Anyirmporfarg yl&yér inQHisLdacisibnf washmed Zoguwho first
became minister, thepresident, and subsequelgtKing Zog | of Albania in 1928

King Zog lwas a dictatorial leader and kept up his power position until 1939, when Mussolini

* The Bektashi order is a liberal form ofitsl Albania (and Tirana in particular) houses the largest Bektashi
community in the world.
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AYy@FrRSR !folyAl (2 aLXtAd GKS O2dz/ i NE rndridure SG 4SSy
version of the Italian Faist statd¢ 6+ A O1 SNE MdddpS ™ O.Ths isktgtlay sl K ND S NE
NEFf SOGSR Ay GKS OF LIA G f Qaéouth fiid SkaddsSried GaeSand - & G NJ
severaliconicbuildingsin the centre of Tiranalhe Italian troops were replaced liserman troops in

1943 who kept the power for one yeafhree years before, in 1941, intellectuals, students, youth

and peasants came together in thopular AlbanianCommunistParty. It grew fast from afew

hundred people to an army of 70.000 partisaftey wanted to fight both the Albanian nationalist
organisations and the German occupation. This led to a civil WMae. party founded a small
government in 1944, with Enver Hoxha as its leader, who succeeded to unite the partisans
(Lagerquist 2015) ancki§ SR 'y 2 LR NIidzyAde Ay (KS OsdzyaNBOR K
of rgecting this history, Hoxha embraced itsing it to argue for the importancef a strongly

centralised, authoritarian government, a xenophobic foreign policy, and a pdeierf Y A {Ghldty NB & ¢
and Watkinson 2004).

4.2.2The Communist regime

The AlbaniarCommunistPartyintroducedthe economic modelpolitics and ideologpf the Soviet
Union At the end of 1944, industry, banking and transportation were all controlled bystiue.
When the Second World War ended new elections were .hAlldcandidates were member of the
Communistparty. A land reform was implemented in 1945, in which land was redistributed amongst
peasants all over Albania. In this period, Albania was ttergst country of Europewith destroyed
architecture and inaccessibleads, ports, bridges and mines. Thaimultaneouslywas a shortage
of food and a fasgrowing population. The UN and Yugoslavia started providingraitio46 the

t S2 L} S Q&ReplbficdhAlbaniaZPBRA) was foundadiddition to prime minister and minister
of defence Enver Hoxha declared himsédireign minister and commandeén-chief of the armed
forces

To the dissatisfaction of most Albanians, Yugoslavia wanted to unite Atbania. They broke
relations in 1948&nd! f 6 F YAl (Gdz2NYySR (2 GKS {20AS0i | yA2yd ¢K
Communistt F NIieQ G2 (GKS WtIFNIe 2F [l 062dzNJ 2F 1 fo6FyAl
underdevelopment, the economy was centeagld, and aimed towards sedfifficiency through a
(smallscale) heavy industry. This led to the building of the Lenin hydro power plant and the Stalin
textile mills, and in the 1950s electrifying and industrialisation processdbe form of factories

were installed. Albania became increasingly isolated, but electricity was brought to remote regions,
agricultural development increased (with the intention to become-safficient), free education and
healthcare was offered, and an equal status between med women was implemented (Lagerqvist

2015). Over time, tle entire countrybecame more and mordightly controlled and everything,

including landscapes, was turned to the purpose of the PLA (Eaton and Roshi 2014).

In the late 1950s, a few Eastern EuropeBtates, the Soviet Union and China supported Albania
SO2y2YAOlfftes ¢gKAOK 3IF @S GKS O2dzyiNEB AlGa WD2fR
conditions, better education, improvement of literacy and the founding of a university (Myhrberg

® An interesting side note is that despite the occupation by fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, nearly 2000 Jews
found refuge with Albanians, who treated them with th&aditional custom of hospitality, calldsksa A
handful of respondents spoke of this. They were proud of this history.
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2011). Staln died in 1953. In 1961, the relations to the Soviet were brokéen the new Soviet

Party Secretary, Khrushchev, improved the relations whit Yugoslavia, to the dissatisfaction of the
Albanians. Also, Khrushev disagreed on developing industry rather tiéculdure. To secure the
Albanian independencend in line with always joining th@ost conservative wings @@ommunism
(interview Eduard Kurtezi (780), retired English teacher amdterpreter for BBC)Hoxha tightened

its relations with China insteg@rigure4 and 5. This led to further economical problems, since China
did not provide as much financial support as the Soviet Union had done. New industrial complexes
were nevertheless built in the early 1960s.

NS g | RREARAER SFTRMRERRS:

Figure4 and 5 propagandapostersof the partnership of China And Albania (198®urcehttps://chineseposters.net)

In 1967, Albania became a secular country. Unther Communistregim&é G ¢+ & adF G SR I &
first atheist state. Religion was prohibitegeople that were religious were imprisoned. It was
especially hard for Catholics.v& 2000 religious building&hurches, mosques and tekk¥sand

Ottoman bazaarswere transformed or demolishedonly a few were preserved as cultural
monuments.Thisinfluencedthe layout of practically all city centres. The socialist citizen was not

to be interested in religionsinceti 61 & O2y aARSNBR QhutWlisreand 2 F G K.
entertainment (which was fully controlled by the PLKany cultural institutions wer¢hus founded

Ay GKS WcGOodmuhispRpaganda indhe shape of literature and art were stimutitas

GSNBE ! £ ol yAl ThaPLA dghitoré@ tieAMbanian population to the extreffteere was

no private property everything belonged to the staté 2 E KQor@rdunistway of ruling was more

Stalinist than that of StalirdAlbania was the rough roadf Communisra (Interview translator (70-
80)atnewspape).! i GKS SYyR 2F (KS WrnadaX ! fol yAistanddNP 1 S N&F
alone as the lastCommuniststate in the world.Enver Hoxhdeared attacks from Nato, the Soviet

Unionand elsewhere and started to increasingly isolaed fortify the countryto protect it against

foreign enemies and nuclear waMany sources andespondens speak of his paranoia: spying,

isolation anddefenceto keep Albania independérand selfreliant to any ost. The leaders secured

their power by killing all theipolitical opponentsand the families of political adversaries were

® A tekke is a religious building for the Bektashi order, a liberal form of islam of which the largest community
lives in Albania.

"Thisisawell Y26y ail (SYS yRéligich® thy digNdf thedppidssed céeature, the heart of a
heartless world and the soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of the geoptea  NE mynn Ay hQal
131).
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imprisoned and placed in work camps or prisons. Bbeders were shuiand foreign travel was
banned closing off the country compiely from the rest of Europeln this state of isolation and self
reliance, the military andlefence buildings payed a key role!  d#6] S NJR grdgramin yaQ
therefore implemented in thew 17 (thi3 as further explained isection4.3). The PLAstarted this
together with theorganisingof drills and military exercises to educate the military, and militarize the
civilians (Eaton and Roshi 2014).

These massive investments in fortification, together with the breaking with Chaalatd an
economc crisis with asevere shortage of foothat peaked ink S Wigeredves great povertgnd
food wasrationed. Circumstances in the city were slightly better than in the countryside, where all
the land was part of the cooperatg Families had sheep, gsaand a cow, but all products were
collected in the cooperatives and were redistributed inefficiently. This made the economic crisis
worst in remote villages-oreign aid was not allowe&eople were not free to move or work where
they wanted: they were flaced and could thus not change their situation.

There were furtherrestrictions about free speech and a new law on propagaride Albanian

population was extremely oppressed, and the idea of an ¢wezatening war created natiowide
paranoia.Childrenwere taught to spy on each other for doing their homework, spy on their parents
(Myhrberg 2011) and brothers spiash brothers for better political position§interview Resmije

Allmeta (2030), hostel receptionist)f someone listened to a foreign broaakt, wore jeans, had too

long hair oronly evencomplimented anything foreign, they would be severely punished (input from

several respondents)Life) imprisonment and the death sentence were usedibyk S W{ A I dzNRK Y A
strict secret police that eliminatedpponents of the governmentDuringthe Communist regime

6000 people were killed, there was extensive use of tortumgrisonment and displacemefliacono

2018).

Naturally,people have led many different lives under this regin@m8& of the respondentslso have
good memories of teir lives duringCommunism{ 2YS 2F G(KSY 6SNB Ay (KSAN
childhood memories from that time.

4.2.3The fall ofCommunismthe 1990s
Enver Hoxha died in 1985, and was replaced by Ramiz Alia, who was sligletljoeral but kept the
regime in place for another six year®h a few months between 1990 and 19%here was a
revolution. The Communist regimeras overthrownand Ramiz Alia was imprisondéeople were
released from the political and ideological pressu@ important factorin the fall of the regime
were unprecedented student protest3he students were supported by the population in Tirana, and
in 1991 free elections were held as a result. After the elections however, a protest was held on the
way the dections were organized. The police lost control and shot four men. In 1922, the democratic
party took the powerlead by the new president Sali Berishtavas a situation of crisis, with a severe
economical collapse.agerqvist (2015) describes how iretlast years of the dictatorial rule, efforts
were made to keep up employment in the small industries. Factories were therefore hiring far more
people than they needediVhen the regime collapsetthousands of people lost thejobs in a short
period of time Albanian society was unstabded people were forced to move either to Tirana, or
abroad (Lagerqvist 2015}ate institutionshad opened collaborations with foreign institutiorssnce
1990, and travel abroad was made possiblaisencouragedthe first wave of mass emigration.
Albanians had no experience with the newly adopted market based econdanyy people
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relied on acomplex scheme of pyramid savings to finance upcoming businesses (Lagerqgvist 2015). It
was a chaotic period that collapsed in 1997amy Albanians lost their life savings even their
housesbecause of it. Again, civil unrest occurréagether with a second wave of mass emigratibn
was a very unsafe period of time

Simultaneouslyduring the 1990ghe population rebelled agast the Communistidentity
(Eaton and Roshi 2014ince the state wasgptrayed negativelhat the time, and citizens regarded it
to be the owner of the Albanian heritage, thigritage lost its protection (lacono 201&s in the
entire eastern blocAlbk y A | ¢0-28Y YWH/S deStvying budkersgefacingp ublic buildings
and spaces frolfommunisisymbols(lacono 2018Jacono and Kéllici 2015). It was a first reaction: to
destroy all the buildings from that periodhe most iconic act wathe pullingdown of the large
statue of EnveHoxha in Gjirokagt in 199°. Hundreds of roadside monuments, museums, military
and government buildings were destroyed, vandalized, raided and looted (Eaton and Roshi 2014).
The economical collapse and the subsequeeatigu of violent anarchy had made people angry
(Eaton and Roshi 2014).

Theentire arranging of cities was transformednd was redistributed, building permits were easily
givenand illegal construction was scarcely restrained (lacono 201®).fall of he regime enabled
the making of private claims on langpods and built environmenthe presence of the state was
becoming smaller.

4.3 The bunkerisation programme of Enver Hoxha

The fear of arlitnagined wafthat would make Albania lose independencaised Hoxha to spend
twice as muchmoney on a bunkerisation programmeas the French had done on thesdually
unused)Maginot Line (Eaton and Roshi 201R)nnels and bunkers were built both for fighting and
shelter, in case of a nuclear attacke built urderground shelters for administrative facilities,
bunkers for submarines and airplanes, tunnels, barracks, magazines and gun emplacements (Eaton
and Roshi 2014). Nothing however was so omnipresent and labour intensive as the hundreds of
thousands large andgmall mushroorrshaped bunkers spread over the entire country. Different
sources speak of different quantities, but estimates are made between 200.000 and 750.000
bunkers. The mushroorrshaped bunkers were prefabricated in factories aatl had the same
structure. In a large mushroomshaped bunker in Ndrog, 16 km from Tirana in the direction of
Durres, one could see the numbers on the different concrete elements. Their building and
(pre)fabrication was fully organised. All these tunnels and bunkers creasidmilitary networks.

The shape of the spherical bunkers were meant to resist a nuclear afiacittack on the country
however never occurred and many Albanians consider the building of these bunkers to be an
extremely poor investment: almost a quartef the national budget went to the military, most of
which was spend on bunkerisation. Simultaneously, a part of the population was starving.

The building process of bunkersluencedmanyfacets of the everyday life of the Albaniari$hey
occupied a prtion of the population with construction work, they were useddefend the country

® Enver Hoxha was boin Gjirokasér. In the centre of the city, a large statue of him once stood. Today, only
the platform of where it was remain$ee chapter .6.2.
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and theywere used to influence the minds of the population (Eaton and Roshi 2a1H4@. military
industrialideological machine was intended to convince the populacé &lhania was under

constant threat of foreign invasion (as it had been for centuries prior) and to keep the people
200dzLIASRZ FSINFdzZ = | yR 02y a {(BagniahdRoshiR01B18318).F (1 KS |
Thedefencestructures were thus more &blogical tharthey were pactical and functioned first and
F2NBY24a0 (2 &4K2g (GKS 2YYALINBaSyOS 2F |1 2EKIF Qa NB
power in every corner one turnefEaton and Roshi 2014lhey were thus also propagandénally,

Erver Hoxha suffered from parangiavhich he transferred onto the Albanian populatiodaving

been occupied by foreign forces for almost the entire history of Albania, Hoxha was determined to

make Albaia a seHsufficient country. Foreign invasions howevér, his view, wereconstantly

threatening to conqueit. He wanted to fight this with a frontal waand thus invested significantly in

a system of fortification.

When the regime fell, chaos followed, as explained. In 1997 this almost led to a civihwartain
FNBFa LIS2LX SQa TSI NHormerdliry FaSeR with Buinnél BuSke@ete Gtii G K I G
filled with ammunition.Since its loss of power, the state had losker the security of the military
bases. This has brought the lives of mangge at risk Many (ammunition free)ounkershave been
RSaidNRe&SR Xuyf of pretéstand dndiny @ré being destroyed nowadays in the course of
construction projects. In the region of Tirana, some searching to find them was therefore required.
When me travels towards the south, they are more abundant than in the north alongside roads, in
fields and along the coastline. Most of the tunnahd mushroom shaped bunkers were placed in
strategic locations, which means along the borders of Montenegro, Watia and Greece, near
cities and along major roads and the coastlir@wever, also in the region of Tirana, when paying
attention, despite their large scale destruction they can still be found in the most unexpected places.

4.4 The contemporary situatia of Albania

Albaniais a country with much potential, but has many problenas explained in the problem
statement. Aoproximatelyl3%of the population is unemployethttps://tradingeconomics.comand

there is 30% youth unemploymentttp://hdr.undp.org). It was often seen that witers and
receptionists in Tirana have multiplmiversitydegrees and speak a variety of languages, but cannot
find a better job. Students have to work ftilne next to their classes in able to afford going to
universities, somef which have no internet access or toilets. The majority of Alganians suffer

from poverty. Furthermore, there is largecale corruption and low trust in politicians. The
communist regime fell in 1991, but today the government includes a numbereotéme people.
There cannot be spoken of a true democracy in Albamé; of cemocratic valuesThe government

he government is largeljocused on personal growthyealth and there are many power plays.
Within elections, votes are bought, within protestiemonstrators are pid to talk to the media in a

LI NIl @ Q& KB d2deBiid | GA2Yy Ada GANBR 2F (0KS WA dzZLISNF A O
leaving. A third wave of emigration is going on while writing this. People search for foreign jobs or
marry another nationality and parents make sacrifices to send their children to be educated abroad.

During the entire fieldwork period, many protests weleld in the centre of Tiranaby the
opposition The capitalis going through turbulent political timesThere are three parties in
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parliament, two of which have alternated over the last thirty years: the Socialist party (currently in
power under leadership of Edi Rama) and the Democratic pBrigtests of the opposition are very
common in Tirana, but iBecember 2018 an unprecedented student protest was organised in which
eight demands were made to the governmelitwas a big, peaceful protest, thentire country was
following it. After these student protests, the opposition started protesting heaBinaler protests
were helddailyand large ones oncevery three weeks. Ote 18" of February (2019}hey left their
seats in parliament antbok it further in the streets in the form of demonstrationghey said that

the government will not have one dayf peace.This hasnever happened before: it we from
political to physical. Often there are clashes and use of teargas by the pélast. respondents
argued that the opposition is trying to take the power instead, and that it will not change the country
in a real way, that the government will keep abusing public property and public money.

4.5 Concluing remarks

This chapter summarised theommunisthistory of Albania andbriefly sketchedhe contemporary
situation. This will be the starting point fohis researchlacono (2018) speaks of a pastolutionin

the 1990s a period of rapid change as a reaction on the revolution in the 1940s in which the country
very quickly changed into @Bommunisti G  BSSA2 tadzi A 2 ya KI @S  ON@aysoOF € S ¥F°
f221Ay3 G G§KSANI LI @Gadono2¢1R, 1\WhR tRisltdksyike in RIBaXiR, nd3 S ¢
how they regard and shape their past (through heritage managemeilitbe explained in the next

three chapters.
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5. Rememberinghe communist past

In the previous chapter, ahronological overiew of the (Communis} history of Albania was given,
together with a sketch of the contemporary situation for many Albanians. Now, it will be described
how in light of this background, people reflect on thistory. It answers sulguestion oneWhat is

the relationship of contemporary Albanians to th€ommunistpast? Thiswill be explained ini¥e
sectionsy heWriational narrative onCommunisn® $hemories and opinions onhe Communist
regimeQW A Aifig® g OLI 4G Ay T YUAKOUGS discdnnediondfQéuth:2afgap Agiween

3 S y S NladdAs#eyicingdthe past in the governmedtn the next two chapterst will be studied

how the relationshipto the communist past isxpressed in the treatmendf its cultural heritage

5.1 Thenational narrative onCommunism

In 1882, Emesv Sy 'y ¢NROS&ZABY QS aRdzQdzyS yFrGAz2y Sad |jdzS i
de choses en commun, et aussi que tous aient Sublio A Sy RFena® k882 JrivéL Y IA Y SR
I 2YYdzy A G A S @AGErson(1D91SaR axplding K lall communities larger than primordial
villages of facdo-face contact are imagined. Commundiare to be distinguished, not by dh
falsity/genuinenessbut by the style in which theyNB A Y MaHoh& Rdrds, nationsaturally

create narratives that forget and include particular elements of history. The result is an imagined
community, with an imagined narrative of their past. This is what Lowenthal (1985) would consider
the maleable past: it is created by choosing particular narratives and forget others. The heritage of
the past has the ability to steer history to benefit the goals of nation (Lowenthal 1985). To overcome

a traumatic past as a country, an imagined narrative &ssist in taking lessons away from it, teach

future generations and foreigners about the history of the country. Similarly it can be abused.

In the memory of communism in Albaneacommon national narrativewas not strongly visible. This
isnot surprisng, regarding the fact that the fall of the regime only happened 28 yeard itgoature,
observations, interviews and informal conversations have indicated that this time was too short to
create a national discussion and narrative about the processddranmatic events that occurred.
Eaton and Roshi (2011, 312) write tiiiiwenty years after the fall d@ommunismAlbanians have
gained the freedom taravel abroad, but have largely avoided addressing the legacy of this difficult
past within their own 8 O A §Eaténéand Roshi 2011, 31Theintroduction of democracy allowd
more space fodiscussion and the incorporation of nuanced viemswhat happened, but polarised
opinions on the regimecreated a national tension, according to lacono (20H)blc decision
making on sensitive topics related @ommunismare often postponed or even ignored. Eaton and
Roshi (2014) gave the example of the lamgsting debate on whether Albania should open the
archived files othe Sigurimi, theinternal spying and ecret ®rvice organisation of Albanid his
would expose the identities and records of the vast informant networkhefCommunist regime
(Eaton and Roshi 2014). The discussion on this topic has beenl @od reopened over six times.
Multiple respondens argued that currently, the files of the former Sigurimi are being destroyed by
the current government, to erase the evidence of performed criminal activities by former
Communiss that are currently still involved in parliament.

39



Still today, the current glitical debate carriesnany accusations about the pa@acono 2018)He
describes that isce the isolation of Albania, there was no external party to blame for the terrible
crimes that were done, and so the confrontation between victims and perpetratassinternal. Tis
made the reflection on the memory of the regime controversial and complicated for a long time,
there was no space for negotiation or a middle range and the state tiag in creating a new
heritage ofthe communist pas{lacono 2018)According to Carr and Colls (2016 in lacono 2018), it
even became a taboo subject.

During this research,espondents did not consideCommunisma taboo, and in private
conversations people spoke of it freely. For some participants however, thiectwasemotional. A
tour guide of Tirana (460) explained thatt & 2 dz O y Qbmniuhisritoydudiziends) but not
2dzal 6AGK S@SNEB2YS Ay | O FSNexebeleds Mringon®e®iewdza S A
also in public spaces, respents spoke of the topic and gave thepinions without hesitationA
national narrative on the past is thus lacking, but slowly discussions start taking gemeeding to
Mirian from CHWB Albania, this is a recent phenomenon:

dt is a difficult discssion for the society because [in] many families [...] the memory

of that period is still very alive. Now we are just kind of starting to hav® $ety,

Y2NB |yR Y2NB @2dzy3a LIS2LX S GKFG INB 02Ny I+ Fi
relationship tothe communist past Théy are kind of trying to question [...Jthe

experiences also. In a way all elements are coming together now for that discussion

G2 NBI t f(@perthatentidh driyh 3@0) from CHWB Albania)

5.2 Memories and opinions abouthe Canmunist regime

The discussions mentioned above are difficult to have on a national level, because there is a great
variety of opinions and memories about t@mmunisdictatorship. This section shows citations

that indicate howthe subject of the past tggeredemotionsamong respondentsThe next sections
takes a broader perspective by studying whatnigis were seen abotommunismand Enver

Hoxha.

5.2.1Memoriesand emotions

In the background chapter, the historical events before, during and aftefatefthe Communist
regime have been explainedMany respondents have told me abou the Albanian (communist)
history. Qten, they considered it important to explain the context tife past and the present and
wanted to share their visions on it. Manyessed the power of the regime, and the impotence of
the population:

GOPPP8 G KSYy @&2dz Of 2pgedplefed 4 littlgibit Sfraid, yiden thel dzi A 2 y 4 =
younger generation is educated evelgy [that] religion is an opium for the peogle

of coursethe result was in the favour die Communist regime]...] So, this was the

a A O dzl (itteNi@vyEdagd Kurtezi (780), retired English teacher and interpretfor BBG

*Thisisawell Y26y adil (SYSyRéligich® thy digNdf thedppidssed céeature, the heart of
heartless world and the soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of the geoptea  NE mynn Ay hQal
131).
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GOALISOALEEE FFASNI / KAYF AG 61 a4 OSwE ofF R NBI
with portions. o X 8 NBA3IY | AR g+ a y20 I dikengQs%0),08 GKS O2)

Albanian national tourism agency)

GLT 2yS gs2dd R O2YYSyd F2N SEFYLX SS GKEG @2 dzN
Holland (thus foreign) the persecuts calzf R &Sy R @&2dz (G2 LINRAazy T2
(interview translator (7680) at Tirana times)

G¢KS LI NIe& 27 [.1{dordrdlddierg &pett bfdhe yidahian life..]

We had all these purgefin]Qny = QpHI Qpp3X Qcnepartedfi G2 1SSLI
you had had the control of the party then, you had the control of the country. [...]

People he thought would threat to his personal rule [were eliminafed]But who

were enemies? In the very beginnihg], rich peoplewere declared enefnes. Then

[...] people who would not join th€ommunistmovement and the struggle against

fascism Then|...] people who had another opinion about] the development of the

country. [...] Another group of enemies were people who had another approach

towt NRa NBf I (A 2 Viderview Ediai KuiieX (@0), dtited HigliE teacher and

interpreter for BBC)

o am inside a little bit of the story, because my father has Heemsted] these

years. My father was a member of central committee an&vas M T 0o K QT n G KSY
Enver Hoxha starteéd X & fir§t futch against the liberals, which was my father and

my exfather in law.c X/hd one year after, he made the putch in the arcoyx 8 | S

Al AR We 2 doXBBR (N Syl 2lE X 68 $his B Bisiparéritia. 6 KSY @X8 ¢
« Xh@& has mistrusted everyone and so he started to be sick. And so he gave the order

to build bunkers, to makéga] frontal war. And then they started to build 750.000

bunkers, everywhere in the countryexpert interview Fatos Lubgm (68), heritage specialist,
journalist and former prisoner)

The death of Enver Hoxha was big shock in the country. Some were devastated, others were relieved.
Respondents that were children at the time remember it well. One responderRb@@emembered

his father crying for the first time, another (48D) said that his family did not speak offbr others it

was a moment of hope: the breaking with China resulted in years of economical crisis and a shortage
2F F22R® wl YAT | f A lerdf decbuntty ZEHUErH KudtezileXplaide8 the hape 6fS I R
the population for better times:

GLY QypX Y& FNASYRI 4SS (K2dAKGI GGKFG dKAy3a
that time | was 40, 45 years old. And we thought that [a] more liberal leader was

comng. We thought that Alia, the president of Albania, the leader of the party of

Albania, was more liberal, more flexible, you see. But [..R heRuyideriake reforms

within the party, within the countnfhe] tried to delay reforms, to drag this reforms

and changes. At that timd,..] the other EastersEuropean countries had startgd.]

the execution of Ceaucescu, the fall of Berlin wall, all these changes. And the party of
fFo2dzNJ ' 0l YAl NBYLl A ¢ineriew Bdyard KirfézS780a ktinédS L2 a A (A 2 y
English teacher anidterpreter for BBC)
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Then, in 1990, a revolution started and the regime was pressured to organised elections for the first

time. Mr. Kongoli (5860) from the Albanian national tourism agency sval or 22 when he
participated in the student protest of 1990 and remembers this event wed: L ( thé [first
demonstration in Tirana, it was amazing, a big mass prééestie regime fell, and the democratic

party took over the power, for the first time. However, it led to a chapgciod of time. The society

collapsed in 1997 with the Pyramid Schemes and civil unrest occurred. This went hand in hand with a
second wave of mass emigration (the first wave being in 1991). This explainethaviy of the
respondents of this research betee the age of 20 and 35 grew up abroddany respondents

stressed how unsafe this time was. It was referredi ta (1S N&NJR 0, forsi KIS\ YSSR3IS 2T | OA
and:

aMmppt & I o0FR GAYS Ay 'EoFyAlY ghiK GKS LRI
put in 1000 eur@ and then you would receive tli®uble amount, without doing

anything. This did not work of course. At the beginning it happened for a few people.

And then if you saw this happening for your neighbour, you tried it yourself. So many

pemle did. This way, very many people have lost a lot of moneymamy people

Ffaz2 OKSnbhieKtaz&eSanPé nos RANBOG2NI W tolyAlF | 2fARF&&.
Dutch)

OAfter 1990 at least you had not this political pressure, ideologicedsure, which

you experienced from morning til you fell asleep. So it was quite another life. But to

be open, these years have been with a lot of problems. We had these pyramid
a0KSYS&ax 4KSNB LIS2L)X S f2ad | f2(wih Y2y Sé&od 2
was] terrible. We had the same events repeated in 1998. Big conflict, social conflict

[...]. In 1997 we were on the edge of a civil war. Because people joined large protests

because they lost money, wanted the riSo@ = 0 dzi ¢ KSNB @&viewd S GKS Y2
Eduard Kurtezi (#80), retired English teacher aimterpreter for BBC)

As explained in the background chapter, former military areas were filled with ammunition. They

were no longer protected due to the loss of power of the stathis has broug the lives of many

people at risk, including the Kugci family in the village of Marikaj. They are the owners of a farm,

which is locatedon a former military base. The property has five bunker tunnels. The landlady
explained that during the conflictin 9t & @S NE R y 3 S NP dadmindlsswoBd came ! f o | y
with big guns to get the ammunition. However, they did not know of the damage that an accidental
explosion could bring, she explained. She got upset while telling what happened on her and her

hu F YRQ&a LINPLISNIeéy (G4KS a2t RASNA KIR tSTidi oSO dza:
villagers were very concerned about their safety. An explosion would both risk Tirana and Durres, an
important harbour town near the capitati L i ¢ 2 dzf R- KR AZS|I 500SSSN Fhe Ndali KS NB
population, including them, were protecting the area, and sometimes even helped with the
transportation of the ammunitiond . dzi Ol y &2dz AYIF3AAYS 6S 6SNB y20 |
area how we could. It was tévrT & finfeB/i@ve ms. Kugci, translated by Onelda Perndreca).

The emigration situation in Albanians has been, and still is, dividing many families. When visiting
Il F 2RFNJ YdzeeA Qa FINXY Ay alNAR{(lI2Z 6S aLlR] Sewas (K |y
Ffy2ad Ay GSIFINAR 0SOlFdzaS (GKS& |t feeld@dhukivhi2 i KS NJ
K S | (danglated from Albanian by Onelda Perndreca). Another respondent argued the following:
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daiQa | ySé oI @Sz ¢ KA OKn, despEratevtua® the pregidld Ay Yeé 2
2ySad . SOldzaS AGQa y2N¥If [(QKILA Iy 258Y IKISINSLIZAAINI &
after a lot of years that looked like everything is ok, and people were staying, now
GKSe FTNB fSF@Ay3a | 3l hatidledviigheopeiwirdmoneK S YA RRf S
People who had good busines§ed® ¢ KI 6 Qa GKS LISFOSTdzA sFe& 1 €0l
NEFOG G2 GKA&a aAddz dAz2zyed® h{1 6SQNB Sl GAy3
(Interview Edvin Parruca (43), television presentadt hostel employee)

t
0]

5

Others were optimisti@boutthe possibilities that travel has been providing to youth:

AQY | ftAGGES O0AdG LINRdAzR Fa |y l'ftolyAly GKFG
education of their children. They did this durtdigmmursm, tried their best, to send

GKSANJ OKAf RNBYy G2 &ao0Kz22fazx yR ¢S OFYS G2
education was almost 100%...] and a very great number went to university..]

After the period ofCommunismagain, they sacrificed lat, to send their children to

be educated abroad (interview Eduard Kurtezi (780), retired English teacher arinterpreter for
BBC)

In almost every interview, the subject landed on Albanians contemporary situation. Dissatisfaction
about the current soial and political situation in Albania is very high. Many respondents said they
are unhappy. About their family members leaving, about the low level of justice and democracy,
about the governmental reckless spending of public money and about the fedlpayerty.

GaLGQA Ffaz2 GKIFG @2dz | NB.]aeShase Ndre&kmslalited ! yR S @
population formore justice and more democragy.]. (About the prime minister:)

have te government, | own your monand your public property, and do whate\e

wanfld ! YROAD QR2¥RU 1 (fahod A KAIYG yiR2l aABNS i SYRAY 3 KA
country, because poor countries remain poor countries, usually. But at least to have

a42YS RAIAyAlGE D DD P@erviaw SdvinlPhrrlica (B Gibn présehtdr & 2 LI2 2 NI
and hostel employee)

After talking to many differenflbanians in Tiranahe indication was given that the average wage

fAS&a FNRdzy R onn Sdz2NP Qa LXd\dapiat tifisiiknot e@aghd mag20-4 A y K| ¢
30) in the drplane saidthat hisuncle, who lives in Albania and is a year older than his father, who

lives abroad (61 and 60 years), seems t®®Begyears olderd . R F22R | yR ¢g2NJAy3 a
SYyiANB f ATFS Yeohlé arehgitting tired anlFeap fvith T8 éugbent situation. In Rruga
Skénderbeg, the street which houses most fgneembassies and language aest rows of people

are waiting every day to get language certificates, visas and other arrafgingaving.This is the

third wave of enigration. Those who stay, are either making a statement or do not have the ability to

leave.

d am sad about the Albanians. The generation of my parents had hopes. The happiest

LIS2LX S KSNB FINB Ffaz2z (GKS al RRSait&théeySOl dzaS (K¢
move and become strangers there, but they also become strangers in their own

country. [...] I also thought of leaving, but who will take care of my mum? The

government? No. (becomes upset, silent). No one is happy here. My destiny is the
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same as foall the Albanians herg...] | have a good life, but | am not happy because
L aSS (KS al RneSdyaesnijeMEBrazyziR), hokS rdeéptionist)

The current protests in Tirana were oftenentioned Respondents spoke positively of theident
protest in December:

dThere waseverviolence, the whole country was shocked immediatelyas such

a powerful vibe, going everywhere, that wooow, that something this big is

happening, without touching any policeman or anythiBgcause peoplel it was a

ISydzAyS GGKAy3dz tA1ST AdG 6Fa NBFET az2YSGKAy3a N
(Interview Edvin Parruca (43), television presenter and hostel employee)

However, few were hopeful for the current protests by the opposition. In the viewmosbt
NEaLRYRSyGas GKS8G 2 Y thandrd auirehigbvarnment.
OWe had last night one big dematration in front of parliamenf...]. They blocked
the parliament, they blocked the entrancgs.] There was teargas, there were
clashesfor like three hours. [.§ 2 Y2 NNB g A& Fy20KSNI LI NI Al YSyi
OAd LINRGSEAGTI Oddde (GKSE &l &inferviewBt@inPamcs A £ £ y 2 0
(43), television presenter and hostel employee)

Other respondents were more h&F dzf | 62dzi ! t 6 YAl Q&4 FdzidzNBd {2YS
role in society, anadvantedto build up their country. They are staying and working hard on their jobs
and on the improvement of democracy. They argued that leaving was useless.

oPeople slould stay. That is why we are here with you now. To work on your country,
on the improvement of democracy, people have to stay and start building up things. It

is stupid to leave, what is that going to o(expert interview Ols Lafe (480), Heritage
Director at Aleksandér Moisiu University)

There was also visible pride among some respondents about the Albanian population. They have
overcome a long history obccupation and still stand, as a peaceful peophkdbanism, or
Albanianism, indicates this also.

Abanism?4 Sa4>X o60SAy3 1 foFyAlyd [SGQa &dwetI 060SAy3 | f
interview Saimir Kristo (31), Vice Dean faculty of Architecture at POLIS Univeristy, Tirana)

G¢KS FIFOG GKIFIG 6S 1 SLIG 2dzNJ f | ystedgrodrS SALAGS
OKIF N} OGSNI Aad wX8 2 S, cki€gibns bagehang@ddtdzLJA SR a2 Y
the character of the Al | Yy A l(inyergie® Kliton Gerxhani (40 n 02 RANBOG2NI W t 6k yAl |
(translated from Dutch)
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5.2.2Reflectiorson the past

In interviews with expertst has become clear that there are opposing views when it comébkeo
Communist regimeThe different perspectives towards the time are nas#dy compatible and there
are groups that hardly talk to each other. Mirian from Culturafitage without Borders (CHWB)
Albania eplained this. His organisationoordinates events in which these groups are brought
together for dialogue.

5

nowadays we still tend t@lorify the communist paseand what the Communist
dictatorship did for the countrythe] rectification of the country [byjuilding cities
building industries and stuff like that. The other people will say that these guys that
suffered duringCommunism(...] deserved it, because they were spies, they were
collaborators with foreign forces and stuid that. [...] | would [...] dide it in terms

of people whee families have suffereduting that past, and people wise families

[have] not suffered, thatwere either perpetrators or just standbyers, in a way. And
this happens because none of these people is really exposed to the histories of other
people. You see what | mean? So these guys that suffered dCoimgnunismare
always hanging out together. J]}. There[are] no multiple narrativesso in a way
SOSNE2YS &A0AO01 & @pertiiedicty Mindd (320§ fnBCHWBIADENY (G A S ¢

GODPDDB 2dzQf t KSFNJ G2 &0G2Nkodnglam)tHayy Yz2&d OF

With multiple narratives, he meant a national, larger narrative in which the experiences of these
varied group are respected and included. A polarisation of opinions al@mmmunismwas also

found in a study by the Organisation for Security and Organisation in Europe, in which is indicated
how people think about former dictator Enver Hoxha @dmmunismin genera (figure 6 and 7).

The outcomes are almost 50/50 positive and negative, with some variations under age groups and
education levels.

According to your opinion, Communism in Albania was: ( by age )
A bad idea A good idea, poorly implemented
A good Idea, implemented properly Don't know
otal © (o] o 0=0
37% 49% 0% 4%
over 55 years Q (o] O 0:0
15% 1% 13%, H
36-55years O O O O=0
39%, 48% Q0 4%
16-35years O O O &) O
39% 47% 7% 6%

Figure 6 National opinions about Enver Hoxha (Souf28CE 20)5
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What is your opinion on the role of Enver Hoxha in the history of the country?
By age By education
Positive impact No impact at all Negative impact Refuse / Don't know
Total O 00 oD lotal O OO OomO
45% 5% 42% 8% 45% 5% 42% 8%
University O 00 OmQ
Ower 55 years o o0 O D 3% 306 55% 10%
52% 4% 40% 50
High school © o=0 o] lo)
47% 5% 419 7%
36-55years O O=0 ol e
450¢ &% 419% 7%
Elementary O O=D O=Q
47% fa A400% 7%
16-35years QO om0 (o] (o] ) )
38% 6% 46% 1% Incomplete ¢ 0=0
elementary 5086 4% 36% 10%

Figure 7 National opnions aboutCommunisnin Albana (SourceOSCE 20)5

The respondents of this thesis research were not as outspoken polarised as in this graph, or as in the
situation that Mirian sketched. However, multiple respondents did reflect on the positive and
negative sides c€ommunismin compaison to today. They mentioned that although terrible events
have happened (all respondents acknowledged this), there were also some elements that were good.
There was usually nuance in their answers. Kliton Gerxhani, for example, explained:

G5 dzNJorgnauiemLIS 2 LI S 61 YyGSR (2 0dzAf R (K®IWYSsg az207
think. A cloned socialist being\ bunkerised being 2 dz O 2 dzf R yf goil coli® Y LI | Ay

not buy any milk any more, or no cheese or no biead&uX 1ot everything was bad.

Every system hagood and bad sidesnd best and worst timesoX8 ¢ KS YI G§GSNJ A &
K2¢g f2y3a A& GKS 3TF22R LISNA2R YR K2g¢g f2y3 Aa
world war,] we hadw Xn@thing at all.co XS® it was really a bad situation, also for the
Communistgovernment, to be honest.Everything was built from the ground.
Electricity, shools, a healthcare system, just piece by piece something was built. And
dzy GAf GKS TtnQaxz a2 F2NJon @SEFENBI AG gt

a |
the train stations, theharbaurs, so the economy was gooé.X 8dzO0eK 6 & R2Yy S®é
(interview Kliton Gerxhani (40 n 0 = R A NB O 2 Nirabslatedflory Aukch) | 2 f AR 84 Q 0

aah

9alLISOALffe (GKS 2t RSNJ NBaLRyRSyila ¢6K2 NBYSY0SNBR
respondents who @oke of their parents (generation), mentioned that good developments were

made also. After all, after the second world war, the country was left in a state of chaos. This was

also illustrated byKliton Gerxhani (480). He explained the position of his tier, who had studied
YSRAOAYS dzy RS N { @y Hather GaysHd B tathé Sidiversity for us, to give that

SRdAzOF GA2y® LG A& 0SOlFdzaS 2F KAYD wX8 'S KIFa °
2 LILJ2 NI klitgrisai@ thad he had discusess with his fathembout the balance of good and bad.

His father did his best to make the country better, he said. @lzé] should recognize that [Enver

| 2EKIF8 (AffSR | 20 2F LIS2L) S5 6K Fhe Bedadee farisy 2 G & LJ
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father lies differently.d C2 NJ KA & 3 Sy S NI ailA P\dfrian franii CHOVB #Albaylidglsd | f €
SELX FAYSR (GKIG KS KIFa | RATT WS pised ahd Sasghtiug forO2 Y LI |
most in my life in d...] free-er environment and cdext. Less brainwashed compared to them and
they lived most of their lives i@ommunismunder a heavy propaganda, undewary restricted [...]
environment, from all different levels. So, | thintehd to have a broader view of the problem,
compared to tlem. And I think this is the case for many families where people are kind of split when it
comes to interpretingvhat has happened or are veryvitied when it comes to understanding and
FOGAY3A dz2lRYy 6KIFG KFa KIFLIWSYSRdE

Alsoatranslator(70-80) of anewspapertold of this period of time. His family was close with
Communiss: his dad had been a partisan and a member of the party. He explained that at the time,
LIS2LX S 60StASOSR Ay (KS ARS2f 238 o0SOAta&dhgKSe &l ¢
GSNBE y20 &l G§Aa¥TASR® He drmiselMasisitisfiiedSvth lifs e didrindkthadtiSié: A S F € d
he had friends and relatives who he saw in the evenings. Now life is the same, he said. He has
evenings with friends every Friday when they #rimaki and sing songs. On Sunday he rests with his
family and spends time with friends. He had a happy life then, and now.

The first few decades of the regime affected most people differently than later during the
dictatorship, when the country became imasingly isolated, bunkerised and with increased
paranoia. However, there were respondents that referred to specific elements dilméngGommunist
regime that were better organised than they are today. They mentioned for example employment,
pollution, hedthcare and retirement wages. Democracy brought freedom, ownership and travel, but
also jealousy and inequality. In an informal talk with a security guard of the national art gallery (50
60), he indicated thaCommunisnmwas a really bad period of time, fpid¢ally. However, regulations
were better, for example for healthcare. Another respondent, Resmije Allmeta, did not like to speak
2F 0KS KUIIYZ i D 2 Routdid @éognBdaZa3eMdadvantages:

Gt S2LX S 6SNB LIzLILIS G &> oOdyerybne élseSThey watildzbeR S G G K
so happy with bread and tomato, it was the best thing. There was equality, everyone

was all together. Even Hoxha was the same, maybe a little more luxinécasisene

had money but still, very simple. And éveryone used t&wor] Kids worked already

from the age of 6/7: they would help to collect corn in the fields. [...] The children

GSNB KILILIRY G(GKS& $SNB 62 NJ A y@evibwyRBmijgg SNBE 2 dza i
Allmeta (2630), hostel receptionist)

Edvin Parruca, sissed some other elements about contemporary society that he was deeply
dissatisfied with:

G¢KS NBGA NS YiBigllouspLILEIYOSY INAARA Odzf 2@zndonth S2 LX S 3 S
200 eur® a month. What can you do? What do you pay floe electricity bifP Or

the medicines? Or the fo@d[...lvou have to pray that your husband will not die

because you will be left only with one retirement salary after that. You cannot survive.

[...]. As alwas, people start to think that [..if was not so bad before. Evéefore 20

years, ah maybe it was not so bad. Durldgmmunismah duringCommunism at

leastttS® RARY QU f S (ReRiczEdRAPSruca(4B), telévikiyh freSeMdr and

hostel employee)
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The disapproval and frustration with the contempoyasituation and poor facilities make people
reflect on how it was before. By some respondents, these reflections were referred to as Nostalgia.
However it rather seemed to be disappointment with the present. After thirty years of democracy,
people had expcted a different life. This was also argued by Eduard Kurtezi, who said with a chuckle:

L o6Sft2y3 G2 (GKS 3ISYSNI A2y ¢6K2 ¢2dzZ R KI @S a
am of the opinion that there is not a nostalgia for the past as a systentHgrd and

there, [you] can hear [...]: it was better before. [...] Albanians use this for specific
LIKSY2YSyYyl 2F (GKSANI tAFTSP ododde ¢KSe ale WAl
they do not like what is happenitng.]. So, what they say [...] it mea not the system

itself, becausehe people were fed up by political oppression [and the] political

aAlbdzr GA2Y 27F (K SinteQidwdayidid Mdtezi (780), retidedEhglish telicherY S ® €

andinterpreter for BB

The subject of nostalgia didtten a few times. It was mentioned by a few respondents between the
age of 20 and 30, who spoke of the generation of their parents. They have lived in different systems,
and had their hopes rise and faint.

e KS8 ISy SNI ([A]2s\seeidgiow Foditicslidb&ld) Wand, seeing and
hearingl K & 6SQNB Ay (KA&a WiNlyaAGAz2ylf adl3asqo 7
FSR dzlJx YR GKS@QNB aléAaya WKYI (KSasS IINB y2
Ala RAFFSNByYy(d oS Othings Se goigQajiick upKdoryuptianyid 2 1 =
SOSNEGKSNBE = OPPDPE |G f S| &nterview SdonK Maflbi & 2 YS  dzLJa
(20-30), journalist Tirana Timgs

These feelings are possibly related to the pastolution in the 1990s, described by laco(2018).

People strongly reacted on the fall of the regime, which has influenced the way the past is

remembered and heritage is shapdddono 2018). It created space for new beliefs and hopes for a

O0SGGOSNI FdzidzNBd [ 26Sy i KFAF GamSEhyZF c @0 O 2NKE SIANTI KLING

accounts for legacies in general. With the meandering of the present the reflection of the past alters

in a parallel way. Disappointment of the present and the unknown of the future creates retrospective

on the past, which can bmade more sentimental than it in reality was. This is also what Lowenthal

(1998) describess the battle between heritage and history: heritagetractsfrom history what it

needs. Such a change in perspective and reflection on hisatgscribed by Remije Allmeta, who

speaks about her father:

Gwaé FlFOIKSNB &RdZFRVWBBYSAYWSHI | 2EKbfiZ 6 KSNB |1
parents are nostalgic. Democracy came, gates were open, and finally people saw the
world.[...]C2 NJ Y& deltefdi®ryiim@sia scary feeling. My dad was so excited,

he could not wait for the future to come and was so enthusiastic about democracy.

With two fingers (on each hand) intheaieg 2 dzf R aAy 3y W{lIfA . SNARAKI C
(the name of the first dmocratic president in 1992yith me and my brother.

Because many people were so hopeful and really thought great things were going to

come for the country. [...] But they got disappointed. And my dad used to go back in

| 2EKIF Qa GAYS I yR sibsteryttien. [..9 B das litte Khings. I |

democracy, you can see the differences between people over time. But in
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Communismit was all simple[...] There was no poor versus rich. There were no

beggars in the streetddy father was very pset about ths, beggar® @nterview Resmije
Allmeta (2630), hostel receptionist)

Despite this sentiment of nostalgia, or rather disappointment with the presertst respondents
said thatlife is better now.

a h ¥ OrigfpedeSnow] [..] it was a system of fdalP @O X 6 GaudcleTvhasi K S NJ

killed by theCommunisi ®X 8 ® @l S8 gl a 2LIRAAYI OGKSYB8d al
that time. [My] uncle went to medical school, and he could never have done it without

my cousin, who was @ommunist They decided who was alled/to go to school and

what level. If your family was opposirige Communist regimeor your uncle or

parents were in jail, you would never would be allowed to go to school, because no

one would approve you. Because you were an enemy of the &taterview Onelda
Perndreca (3@0), unemployed)

The main factorsnentioned that contributed to life being better now wefeeedom, ownership and
travel. This was also indicated in an interview by Fatos Ayazi (69), a retired military man with a large
property with bunkers. He said that life is definitely better now, because he lives in a democracy and
has the liberty to do different things. His daughter and son live abroad and have freedom, instead of
during the time that the gates were closei¥es, there are ma bad things like thieves, criminals and
corruption, but also in that time it was hard, becausgdfi would do something wrong, they would
just (clagues tongue)O dzii & 2 dAN$ KiSI- da 8 BRnde, WaRA RY Qi KI @S Fye KA
asidég ® 2 KSy> whERS A &8I y dyéslbiit goNIvere eNAldzfhReYerydne. No one had
something more thanyoé.Z Cl (i 2@ NS LI B RS aidAft RANRyeQhis KI @S
LINPLISNI @ L Oy 0 dzi @rddslated fiordzAlhaylidhzost RefayAllméR) THiss v €
freedom was also experienced by the mother of Hadar Kuci, a farm owner in Marikaj. She was 85 or
86 years old. When she understood that the translator, my friend and | came from different
countries, she saidésee, now people are clostagether because before we were not allowed to
0N} @Stz 6S 6SNB Aaz2ftliSR® 2S RARYQlH KIFI@S GKAA& L
(informal interview Kugi family, translated from Albanian by Onelda Perndr&te).meant this in
very posiive way.

When speaking of the future, there were respondents that saw a dark time ahead, and
NBalLRyRSyida GKIFIG YBNRB2 @SMNE | (i@Ridivikdvalt Kiehi B, retired
English teacher anidterpreter for BBL

5.3 Sileneng the pastin families and schools

As explained previously,istussions aboutthe communist pastare slowly getting strted. On an
individual level, respondents spoke of it freely. However, it was indicated by Mirian from CHWB
Albania that there ee still many families who do not speak of the subject.added that the media
never really tackled thessue of dealing with the pastther. Finally, schools teach the subject poorly.
This was indicated by multiple respondents. The subject is thus my mases ignored, as it is
politically. As described, foreigners and the new generation contribute to opening the debate by
asking questionsAcademic research on the topic is also slowly growing, mostly among foreign

49



researchers, but also some Albaniaitiele are also a fewAlbanian instittions focusing on the
processing of memoryhe debate however is in its infancy.

Silence in families

Among the respondents of this research, some argued that their parentsdtatkehem about
communism, or that they talked about it with their children, and others did Mitian from CHWB
Albania explainethat it is very common for Albanian families to not speak of the communist past:

GThis is a very small country. Three iwill inhabitants, where everyone knows

everyone, with very strong family ties. [In]the same large family, you might have

people that were perpetrators and again people that were executed or being treated

as enemies of the stat¢...] [Families decidddnot to talk about what happened in

the past anymoreas a mechanism of setfefene: [...] they were trying to avoid

problems and further conflicts within families or within neighbours. So it was a very
WAIAGNROGQ O2RS 27F aA it fa® Been bkolen how,dyeahr (G K G f A
[...]€ (expert interview Mirian (3@10) from CHWB Albania)

Onerespondent argued the oppositnd found it very important to speal the past:

GL ¢ & ldwhedCBhnNBisn2St £ @ wX6 L O ygddimal & GKFG L
twenty years. | have had good abdd things. Like my father,ig my life. | cannot tell

Y& &2y GKIFIG Wwy2s y2s L R2yQG GFf1 lo2dz2i GKAAZ
GKAG®PQ b2 GKFG Aa y2i >eleahdvhatwas baddandr f Saazy
goodé (Interview Kliton Gerxhani, translated from Dutch).

dlences about the paswithin families have also to do with their economic situatiok®st of the of

the respondentsunder 40 worriedabout other issues than th€Communistlegacy. Big social
problems in the countryreflected in thecurrent mass protests in Tirana, are more on the minds of
the people.Figure 8hows the main current topics of concern in the countryee @ommunistegacy

is of a lower concern than education, healthcaregrruption, impunity, the economy and
environmental pollution (OSCE 2015).

® KSy @e2dz aidNHzZaA3ItS FT2N adz2NDAGEHE X FyR (KIF{iQa
nowadays, the interpretation of history, and whatever has happened in the past tends
to beconsidered & | & S O2 @xprit iMkRiew Midad(S fom CHWB Albania)
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Figure 8Main topics of concern in AlbaniqurceOSCE 20)5

Those who dospeak of the past withtheir children can experience difficulty in transferritigeir
stories orknowledge The fundamental different way of life i@t alwaysunderstood by children or
youth. Atranslator(70-80) of a newspapendicated thathe did not speak aboutommunisnto his
OKA f RNB yi kS0 I RiZ\5Q (aHamydRaSstody: (rf0g2Rvehen his son was twelve years
old, they clinbed the Gramosi mountain together tollect somegaj (mountain tea). He explained
his childthat during Communisnthere was a belt of soft earth around all the country borders of six
meters wide, all alonthe foot of the mountain. At the time, when someone would cross the belt, he
explained, he or she would leave traces in the soft earth and the soldimukl know that someone
had tried tofled the country. This was a severe crime, and part of the opesturing the regime.
His son did not understand the stof,how you could not be free.

Finally,some people do not speak of it because it is painful, or sdéoy.talking about it can be a
way to not having to think about.iA tourguide (4050) of Tranasaid that wherhe was a childife
was simple, unless you got into trouble. It happened in his neighbourhood: the father of a neighbour
childwas arrested. He could not play with the boy anymard. & A a GKS LI ade L dF -
because its my work, butitdiy 2 4 O2YY2YyY OPOPDPBE P

Resnije Allmeta (2630, hostel receptionistivas born afterthe Communist regiméell. Her
parents talked with her about the pasind when they spoke of ithey would transmit a bit of that
feeling. Her dad wald tell her stories, mostly of how he was a young superhero, helping everyone
that needed himBut now, she saidi L. R2y Qi fA1S G2 aLSIF1 2N 1{y2d¢ |
AGQa 20SNE odzi L R2y QG ¢l yid G2 aLlSr] Foz2dzi GKI Gd
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Silence in schools

Sinceviewsonthe Communist regimgary and no national narrative has taken shape yet, the subject

is poorly included in school curriculae. Cultural Heritage Without Borders Albania aims to address this
problem, by creating dialogues on contest€bmmunist sites (for example the former prison of
Spac) with varied groups of people.

G2S KFIR WRAFf23dz2Sa6 $AUGK KAAG2NER GSIF OKSNAZ
[in] the textbooks, nothing on the national curricula, and teachers are always more

younger and themselves they do not feel equipped[.o]R2 y Qi FSSt O2YTF2NII| 6

teaching that history without having a personal connectftm it]. [...]The general

opinion is that [the subject dfommunismh 36 y 204 GNBIFGSR 6StfxX 2N A

someh YSa 20KSNJ £ Sada AYLRNIIY (uneSewduvidssoid & | NB
40) from CHWB Albania

Young respondents between 20 to 30 years oldravasked what they rememberel@arningin
school abouthe Communist regimerhey explained:

Gwasaw @& NBlIffe AyGSNBaGSR Ay KAal2NEBZI FYyR
learn anything abouCommunis®@ 6 SOl dzaS Y& (SIF OKSNJ RARyY Qi
in the book. So we skipped it largely. Because it was so shortly after the regime, that

therewas no way to tell the history yet. Thetel & y 2 (i S y(iedz&OneldaA Y S d £
Perndreca (3@0), unemployed)

WS RARyQiU fSIFNYy RSGFIAEtSR GKAy3asd 2SS RARYQI
RARY QiU € SINYy I|62dzi RS YRodNKIniEe\We learded that 06 A G Y 2 NX

there was a dictator, that there was spying on everyone, and that people got
LlJdzy AAaKYSyGa F2NJ SOSNE fAGGES G(E@ynd@w GKFEG &1t
Resmije Allimeta (230), hostel receptionist)

LY KA3IK & OK 2afl chaplekoBOddBmurtidmit was abauythe love and
hate relationships with Russia, China and Yugoslavia. Enver Hoxha was mentioned. It

was perhaps the shortest topic of the high school ye@iterview Eljana Zegira[21),
studen®

In addition, there isalso a lack of interest on the subject. Eljadegiraj an archaeology student,
| NH d2BnYg peaple hate history: they want to do subjects like business, law school and medicine.
¢t KS@ FTAYR KAa&adl2 NEShyeplainedih&t#rdaiunger Ydther ds hdthtgresed in
history. She said that parents do share their stories about the past, butkidatare not always
interested. Teens/kids lack communication with their parents and grandparéftey talk to their
phones and tablets, as everyw& o ¢

This lack of teaching aboabmmunism combined with a certain level of disinterest, are two
factors in a phenomenon that will be elaborated on in the reattion the historical disconnection
of youth.
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5.4 Historicaldisconnectionof youth: A gap between generations

As mentioned in themethodologicalchapter, age is an important factor in this research. Different
associations wittthe communist pasboth within and among generations (as explained in chapter
5.2).Naturally, everyone undehe age of 28 has not experienced living und€&a@mmunistregime

and thus only knows it from stories of their family, from schpdigoks, or media sourcedany
young people however, do not know about it at dlhere seems to be karge gap between youth
that grewup in the current democratic climate, and people around 35 and older who grew up during
(and remember)the Communist regime We can therefore speak for a certain historical
disconnection of youth The majotiy of the youth is not informed, or interested about the
Communistegacy.This was explained by a few respondents:

G¢KS @2dzy3 3Sy S NJI.f Kheyare Hisconyle2téd: they Hade NIchIR

Fo2dzi GKS LISNA2R 0ST2NB Cdmnandsnicafdeiéew R2y QG S @S
Ols Lafd40-50), directorand Eljan&Zeqiraj(21), studentassistant

G¢EKSNSE IINB YlIye @2dzy3 LIS2LICBmmirishéand R2 y2id Ol
consider this as pure science fiction, because of the disconnection they have between

the places where these atrocitiémppened and the people that committed them.
0 O h@rGed Mirian(30-40) from CHWB Alban)a

In figure9, three graphs from OSCE (20%5pw thelevel of knowledge and interest i@ommunist
history in Albania Theyindicates that 70% of the people lve¢en the age of 16 and 35 is mostly
uninformed. During this research, youth under 20 years old was not included, but the phenomenon
became clear due to the input of respondents.

How informed would you say you are about
the Communist period in Albania?

Very informed

27%
o Mostly informed

o Mostly uninformed|

38%

How informed would you say you are about the Communist period in Albania?

Citizens who are mastly Citizens who are mostly Citizens who are mostly
uninformed, by gender uninformed, by age group uninformed, by region
o 16-35 O o Centre O o
years 70% 30%
6 - 5
36-55 o o North O O
years 24% 31%
A4% &N
s 3
OV"_T"E’ O0=0 Southeast O O
years o 7%
Men
South/
Women o O

Southwest

Figure9: three graphs on Albanian intetea Communism (Source: OSXDE5)
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Thishistoricaldisconnection is influenced hifie factorsexplained in the sections abovehd subject

is emotional, there are many different views upon it and there is silencing in families in schools. This
all togethe contributes to a poor narration of history, so the youth is not veellicated on this topic.

This lack oknowledge transfer might seem harmless in the eyes of some, but harmful in the eyes of
20KSNA® !4 az2yRIfS arvpdsisnhive somsjuendesS i WvblJedebratey a & h
meretricious(deceptive)LJr a 0 2 6 S OK S IThidSefilargesizheigdd twveed Kistory and
heritage (Lowenthal 1998): history is then shaped into a certain truth that does not alwajlgco

with the complex processes that reality happened. Lowenthal (1998, xvi) writes that heritage can
0S BYIYWOAY3A YAYSTFASERQ 2NJ I Wy 2dzNR athiecogmiunitipasid St Q @
are remembered, sometimes in a nostalgic manner, the first is more lielgritage byits very

VI GdzNBE SEOA (i Sa (Lodletdal 1998, Wiv), Skt kaNg& dnemory of the past can
become oppressive, defeatist and decadent (Lowenthal 1998). By reminiscing only positive aspects or
changed memories of nostalgia, the politics of tthiane are neutralized (Bender 199Zultiple
respondents spoke of being concerned about this gap between generafibey. hdicated that the

lack of knowledge and disinterest among youth problematic, or even dangerous.

a!' tolyAl Aa | yadday shy rhddtlaidheobuliafiod of Mbafinow

has nothing to do wittCommunisr® ¢ KS& R2y Qi (y2¢ FyeldKAy3aId L
debates amongoung people saying about what was good and what was bad during

CommunisE YR L FY fA19 yewSH yRINKKIA y8Xde RAQGI KSe
gKIFG GKS2Q@S KSIFENR® owoddde {2 L GKAYy]l Y2NB |y
Which is dangerous because it can be reped@tdéd Sy & 2 dz F 2 NHBnriew | 6 2 dzii G K|
Edvin Parruca (43), television presenter &odtel employee)

G ¢CKSNB Aa y2i Sy2dzaK WSt ledva duyabiggagdzi G KSaS I
our history in a very big sea Thereis also another problem in Albania thiaertain

young people] a trying to idealise the dictatorship. How nieas then, everyone

had a job, everywhere was clean, there was not uncontrolled construction, in the

middle of nature, we were allequdl..]{ 2 LIS2LX S RAY|IOYRGIKEWVHE F o B dzi
strange.[.] TKS&S @2dzy3SNJ ISy SNI (i kausedheyRseeyir@se dzy RS NA G |
old photographs, with Albania and nostalgia, you know, ah how beautiful Tirana

without cars, or without constructiors(expert interview Saimir Kristo (31), Vice Dean faculty
of Architecture at POLISniversity Tirana)

Lowenthal (198) describes thepower of forgetting which can cause the changing of existing
memories and invent new one$his seems to be happening in Albania, when studying the results of
the OSCE (2015) studyowthe Communist regim&as perceived on a national kehin 2015 can be
read in the statistics of figur&0. The division of opinions on the matter can be seen in this chart.
FAIAdz2NE c3> AG ¢la ltftaz asSSy GKFG | f laBb8ideA NP dzL) 2
poorly implemented o h { / 9. Infigunep Zwe saw thathe majority of participantsof the
survey als@ave a positie opinion on Enver Hoxhicono (2018xplains thisas follows Hoxha was

the objective of a personal cult when he was alive, and through time this has translatedrinto
irrationally optimistic judgement about his ruling. This has been tbidugh the familiar memory
channel to new generations, without alternative elaboration (lacono 20IBe memory of him is
thus too narrowsided. This was confirmed bylirian from CHWB Albania, who explained that
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memories and knowledge aboutthe communist pastare not passed on systematically to the
younger generations:

G{2> 6KSyYy @&2dz INBE FIFrOAy3a aAirftSyOS Ay &ao0OKz22f 3
then you are, of coursgpu do not tend to have interest about something that no one
St asS Aa aLiBXpdrtintérdiew Miriandd@@ drom CHWB Albania)

o what extent do you agree with the following statements?

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree DonTknow

Ihere are some aspects of the Communist era

. " : (o] (o] o) 000
that younager generations should know about 22% 60% 10% 5% 2%
yast should serve as an example
o O o 0 Qu=Q
‘ Y. ml».u.l\u..ulul and 190 - 13 " .

responsibility for the community, for the younger generations
Albania’s Communist past is a terrible era that should be

> . o} 0 (o] 00
completely forgotten and not taught to the next generations 13% 2% A% b1, 2%

Figure10: National opinions on communicating knowledge abBammunism to future generations (Sour@&CE 20)5

This lack of knowledge transfer to youthdensidered problematiin literature and amongeveral
respondents.As Mirian explained, it might be a way to peacefully deal with what happened in the
past: since communist crimes were never dealt watha nationjt is easier not to speak of it and
focus on the future. It might be a way to cope with complex contradictions. As a result, the narratives
that we can see being shaped among youth are black and white opposites: there is nostalgic
reflection and antinostalgia (Velikonja 2009): the impression that it was all terrible and traumatic.
Eduard Kurtezi problematised this, and stressed that there is a lot of grey between the black and
white:

GOoddPdPe ¢K2aS K2 | NB @&2dzy3S mk dokmugist on G KSe@
regime | think that while dealing with the past, time and again we make some

mistakes. Because we bring the picture only in white and black, you see. While in the

reality there is some grey between. And the grey was the life of most of the people i

Albania. [...] In order to understand, it is a main burden of the older generation to

SELX AY GKAy3a a (GKSe gSNBo .dzi LQY y2aG ald
far, because the past is very important. You have to explain totally the things,

because sometime, this young generations go to the extreme left, without knowing

things that they make the wrong interpretations of the situati@gngterview Eduard
Kurtezi (7680), retired English teacher amterpreter for BBC)

5.5 Silencing the pasin the government

Finally, it is important to include that althoughe Communist regiméas fallen in 1991, its effects
are far from over. It is part of the reason that the studying of this history is important: it still
influenaes the everyday livesfall Albanians. The transition from th@ommunistdictatorship to a
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democracyhas beenfar from smooth, and all respondents indicated thatis not over and very
problematic.

In many Central and Eastern European countries, the memddpofmunisterror could be linked to
an external element, for example an intervention by the Soviet Union (Assmann 2013 in lacono

2018). This happened for example in Poland and the Czech Republic, which enabled them to project

themselves as victims of the Russperpetrators (Applebaum 2012 in lacono 2018). For Albania, this
was not an option because it was largely an internal struggjilece Albania was isolated for a long
time. dn Albania, the memorial contraposition between victims and perpetrators has remained
deadlacked in an internal confrontation which to this day continues to poison political debate with

NEOALINROIf | OOdzal GA2ya 2 Facohd2a18, 7)dizey dema@dwy Gagne, o A U K
GKSNE gl a y2 WOtSIky oNBI | QX transel This trahseef twakisO f &

democracy is ongoing.

Many respondents argued that current politics are not that different from thirty years ago.
Thereis corruption andthere aremanypower plays within thegovernment Onelda Perndreca (30
40) argued that almost thirty years after the fall of the regime, the Albanian population is still
oppressed. Processing the (for many Albanians) traumatic communist past in an inclusive manner
does not seem to be a priority topic on the agenda of the currgovernment. Up until now,
communist crimes have still not been dealt with properly. No compensation or national apology was
granted to the formerly persecuted. Files of Communist crimes are being destroyed (Eaton and Roshi
2014). These processes seenbwactions of silencing. Again, the power of forgetting by Lowenthal
(1985) comes to mind. The changes that occur in politic seems to be more cosmetic than
fundamental.

l'

! FGSNI 6KS NBIAYS y2 2yS KIFra 0SSy LISNASOdzi SR

there is still oppression of the population. And the people that ap®ver now are

the ones that did all the crimes back then. And they knew what they did, but the
persecuted ones and the prisoners do not exactly know what was done by whom. But

the recods are now being removed, so it cannot be checkeXAnd that is a

problem. So nobody knows who is accountable, no one was responsible for what
KFELIWSYSRd ' yR GKSNBET2NB (KSasS Ligeied S I NB
Onelda Perndreca (340), tnemployed).

a §pecially with this government, | see some subtle things which reminds me very
much of the state party. For example. The prime minister, because he wants to have a
direct shortcut, [...] he created this idea of having a website, which is

[shj ALISNA I I SRdz YPF 8 o6FfolkyAlrGKFEGsSed yiolf X

your problem and they resolve it immediately. [Thjs sounds alarm bell in my head.

ada;

AL
J20SNYIFyOS LXFGTF2NY¥e w238Qft 3I20SNY sAdGK GKS

[..] what doesitmeanwe are B2 OSNY Ay 3 HAGK (GKS LIS2LI SK w0o¢

think this is like making the same, the party making as the state. The party sounding

Fa GKS ailriSeo ooods FT2NJ YS AdQa tA1S8 y2yzyzy

younger generations, maybe it looks like wow ok a revolutionary move to resolve
0 K A y(irde&igyEdvin Parruca (43), television presenter and hostel employee)
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oHalf of the people says: it has not really changed, you known T\even now,

thisissoB i KAy 3 (GKIG Y& RFIR g2dAZ R aleéx 2N lyez2yS$S
O2YYAX o001 Ay GKS RI2QPOPDPPB ! o6 YyYALF A& |
know each other. [...] There was not a bottom down revolt of the system, but it was

internal [P®P8 &2 Al ¢6la A1S GKA&A OKFy3dS 2F a&aeal
(interview Sidonja Manushi (280), journalist Tirana Times)

One respondent (480) argued that we cannot speak démocracy in parliament, only of some
democratic valuesOpennes about the past, the hearing of individual narratives, a national apology
to the formerly persecuted and dialogues seem to be threatening to current politicians, and they are
thus ignoredand constantly delayedThat they might be guilty to some dfid crimes during the
communist past, is not something they want to bring to light. The fact that the youthiidormed

about this history, is in their favour.

Most respondents were very upset about the way contemporary politics include
Communistpracticesand people.The current party in power is the socialist party, which used to be
GKS [F062dzNJ t | NGeé o6t[! 0> odzi 6l a aAAYLI & NBYylFYSR
political changes. e current primeminister is tle son of a promment Communistbefore 1990.

More former Communistieaderst NE Ay @2t OSR Ay FigukeR1l shad a Safisic8INY Y Sy
graph that indicates the national thoughts on the fact that former Communist leaders are involved in
contemporary politics. 73% ofié population finds this inacceptable. (OSCE 2015).

oThe political partieshave longstanding leadership, they have people who have
been for 30 years in Albanian politics, after 1990. Where is LectsaVial Poland?
Gone. Where is Gorbachov? Gone. Wher@édtre Roman of Romania? Gone. [...]
While here we have these people still here. This is time to quit with that. Expel them
from the Albanian politics. [Albania is] always delayed, my friend, always late. Always
f 0SSP ¢ KA Jintediedy EdyaiKirtezi BB fRtiEENglish teacher armterpreter for

BBC)

For the opposition, which largely consists of the democratic party, the same can be said, according to
many respondents. In one informal conversation-pd@ 0 A G ¢ a Y Sy (listeafeS8R G KI G
O2YYdzyraidazr FYyR GKS RSY2ONI da FTNB GKS FNASYRa 2
interests, only with slightly different perspectives. However, they are always fighting each other,
therefore never building up anything construai True democracy is not seen.

G2 S KI @S [iheNFreBsevefalftime? ow in the last 30 yedis] We were
never happy with none of them. When we have elections,ltising party always
O 2 Y LI (IntdrvifviiEévin Parruca (43), televisiaegenter and hostel employee)

It goes without saying thatkA & WTFIF 1SQ (GNIYaFSN Ayidiz2z RSY2O0NI Oe
knowledge about communism in the new generation, combined with the governmental

practices of shallow change, is dangeroWgith people not realising to a full extent the

dangers thatCommunismbrought, the effect of crimes and problems in contemporary

politics are also to a certain extent ignored and accepidtht the government is doing the

same, is only noticed by those who rememblee past.
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To what extent do you agree with the following statement?
A considerable number of politicians in Albania today held important positions
during the Communist era and should not be allowed to be MPs, politicians
ar officials of the public administration
6% O
4% ot
O
17%
O
42%
Don't know
O Strongly disagree
Disagree
31%
- Agree
Strongly agree
o]

Figure 11opinions on the positions of form@ommunisteaders in
the current political administratiofSource: OSCE 2015)

5.6 Discusing theCommunistmemory
This chapter aimed to answer sghestion one of this thesi$iow do contemporary Albanians relate
to their Communisipast?The answer is thathe relationshipis both contested and troublesome. 28
years has not been enough time processthe difficult experience ofifty years of communist
dictatorship.People have differenbr even opposingnemories of that timeand silencing occurs in
families, schools, media and politicEhese silences are rooted in the fact thhere was @ WOt S| y
ONBF1Q AY mMpdm AGK I RSY2ONIGAO ySg I2BSNYYSyis
apology to those who sufferetias not been granted. There is a lot of dissatisfaction about this
amongst Albanians, many people do not feel teka hér peaceful way of processing this was just by
not speaking about it. Teachers arften uncomfortable with the sensitive subject.

We canalsosee that the processing of the past is not a priority in contemporary society. This
is partly caused by the perty that haunts many Albaniansand causes them tdocus on
contemporary issues. That these are rooted in the past however, is something that was seen in this
chapter.Current politicians are advantaged by the oblivion of the communist difficult memdres.
ignoring of what happened stimulates people to forget, and disables them from taking away its
lessons. Dialogue and processing of the subject is thus not stimulated. The disconnection of the
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Albanian youth to this particular history, works thereforefavour of the governmentt St A { 2y 2 Q&
(2009) fourth type of remembering Communism, amnesia, was clearly ddene arise the familiar
YSGFLK2NE 2F GKS aALINAY3I 2F yI (A2 WaikonR200858/NT G§A O |
The fall of the reg YS Ay wmMdodpm ol & az2YSGAySa OFftftSR | WNB¢
AYRSSR> WiKS CHKIAfaE A/TRADK S SREIAWODIS Y oNBF{1 QT |
cast aside. As we have seen however, the opposite is true. The forgettihig plist amongst youth,
and the changing of memories (Lowenthal 1985), possibly as a strategy of the current government,
has been idicated as problematiand upsettingby many respondents@W¢ KS L2 6 SNJ 2F T2 N
enables the government to not pursue meodemocratic values, but to keep the powerdause it for
its own interests P2 NH S (i (i Yoyt offstéering bfdhe pasfLowenthal 1985)This seems to
be the collective process of dealing with tbemmunistpast.

As to personal relations ithh communist history, wo more ofVelikonj& @009)reflections
on communisnwere recognisedAntinostalgia, the blacking out of the timeias seen amonghany
respondents, although many of them were nuanced in their answers and aware of theediffe
opinions among generations. These were often between their @amd those of their parents.
Nostalgia was mentioned by multiple respondents, but it seemed that it was rather disappointment
with the present that made people long for certain elementstbé canmunist pastthan that they
were actually longing for returning to a similar system. Historical revisionism, the full reinterpretation
of the past, was not clearly observed, except thatny respondentgelated the isolation and
bunkerisationto | 2 E K lré&haia. Hbwever, it is likely that this paranoia went hand in hand with
strategic and political decisianaking.

Mondale (1994) wrote that the past has different meanings for different agéss was clearly
recognised, especially above the average afj85 and below it. The new generation of Albanians
seems to both be forgotten and idealised. One respondent argued that he saw young people looking
at photographs and thinking how much cleaner and more neat it was, for exaPg@bgle under the
age of 35often thought in black and white, and people who were older were often more nuanced
about the different views onCommunism Especially among youth,ewsee that certain groups
choose certain narratives to be true and others to be falBg doing sahey are celebrating a
deceptive pas{Mondale 1994)This representation of history is negtalistic,nor are thedecisions
based on this pastThe forgetting of the traumatic communist history and its nuances changes
existing menories and inverdnew ones, as @tained by Lowenthal (1983} was a difficult time for
many people, with a variety of memories and individual legacies. Dealing with thig@asbllective
manner is therefore hardand complicated, and seems to be avoidéd.the case of Albania, this
seems to be in the advantage of the ruling political party. This is upsetting many Albanians.

In the next two chapters, fB kneading of narratives will be studied through tleas of material
heritage form communism. Chapters@udies theCommunisimonumentsand museum®f Tirana, in
which efforts to creating a narrative of the past atadied.
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6. Steering theCommunistmemory throughheritagein Tirana

Having explained theollective process of forgetting, and the private processes of remembering of
GCommunism in Albaniaa specific focus withow be taken on the material heritage of Tirana, and
how this is trying tashape narratives o@ommunismThe wayit is treated and affiliatedvith is an
important factor in the malleable pasbecause it possiblseflects the way people think about this
time. This chapteranswers the second sub question of this theblew do contemporary Albanians
relate to the contested cultural heritage fro@ommunisr The firstsectiongives an overview of the
communist archigcture of Tirana and how it is addressed, the secehdt role museursplay in the
processing ofCommunistmemory, the third concernsformer prisons and places of fering, the
fourth how heritage is treated in the political agenda and fiifth sectiondraws a link between
Communisheritage and tourism.

6.1 ContestedCommunistarchitecture in Tirana
As explained in the previous chapter, there is a difficulty in the addressitige @ommunist past in
Albanian society. Debates have slowly started this is a recent trend, as mentione@his also
accounts for mateal culture that belongs to it, since it is physically part of the spoils of history that
lie all around us (Lowenthal 1998\fter the fall of the regime, a long silence fell in regard to the
meaning ofCommunismand its corresponding architecture (lacono 2018). When democracy was
installed, the buildings and bunkers were framed in a sense of trauma and terror, similarly as was
done in other countries in the former Easter Bloc (lacono 201&)ekstandably, showing the failings
of the former regime implicitly reassutecitizens that the Albanian population has better prospects
in the new (democratic) way of living (lacono 2018). This is consistent with that what Vilikonja (2009)
describes as htorical revisionism: a new period of time had arrived.

Currently, in the mediayclical debatesoccur about the conversion, transformation and
elimination of Communistarchitecture (lacono and Kéllici 2018-hough these sites have survived
even asruins until thepresentday,few arewilling to confronttheir terriblS & A 3y XBat@n-ayfdO S ¢
Roshi 2014, 315)The materialCommunistheritagecanthuso6 S O2y4A RSNBR WRAFTA O«
wo2yiSaiSR KSNRAGIISQE aAyOS Al NBYSWwGo®MBlast (GAYS
few yearssome initiatives stagd to bring theCommunisiperiod to the public and open the debate.
Albania has a few museums abddbmmunismand they have all been recently initiate@he first
exhibition ever to be held on the terror dommunismwas in 2012 by the National Historical
Museum{ Ay OS> (KS WK2dza$S 2F tSI@#SaQ ol YdzaSdzyy 27F a
. dzy 1 Iahd\Jizy | Rhavrelbeen opened.

lacono (2018, 6) describesn WI dzi K2 NA a SR KSNX G 9 yRAESOBYGEINAST A S
discourse adopted ipostsocialist Albania, the regime experience was regularly framed in terms of

trauma and terror, abiding to a general trend occurring overch of the former Eastern Blothis

represented theauthorised heritage discours2 ¥ & 2 ORhis fdiscaursé an be seen in the

W/ 2YYdzyAad ONARYSAa LI GATA2YQ |G (KS diyl] ARG I A
especially dzy | Xproddis information. This ondimensonal narrative has been criticized.
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The architecture ofCommunismexists of factoriesprisons, statues, apartment buildings (now
painted in bright colours), museums, city structures the concofencesystem (which will be the
subject of the next chapter) and more. Depending on the region, these structures have been
destroyed, abandonedgeused or actively transformed into places of memory. These are museums,
monuments, signs or active places of commemoration. $hition will describe a few of these
places in Tirana, since the research largely took place hatewrally, what is descriliebelow is only

a selection othe Communistheritage.In Tirana the architectural influence @ommunismon the

city layout is clearly visible. Many of ti@mmuniststructures are still in use, which have been built
through forced labour.

1 SNB Aygu cénishil that still to a large extent our built environment dates

from the Communisperiod. [...] The buildings that you see [of] five stories, six stories,

were built by forced labour. And [...]Jthe terminal at the airport where your airplane

landed & also built by forced labour. Many many types of public works have been

done through forced labour. [. By forced labour, | meaifby] the prisonergand] [...]

volunteering actions, people were forced to volunteer. Not all of them, there were

people ttat were genuinely volunteering, you know, [...] to build [up] the country.

.S0ldzaS GKFdG gtra Ftaz2 Fy20KSNI FAaLISOG 2F LINRBL
contributes to building a stronger and you know, a healthier Albania, and a self

sustainable Albahi o gh@de® Mian(30-40)from CHWBAIbanig

An upand-coming neighbourhood in Tirana4sL-.afKt ,2vhedeC3tores, bars, cafés and nightlife are
concentrated Thirty years ago, this was the residence area ofGbenmunistelite, including Enue
Hoxha. His houséigure 12) isnot accessible to the public butan be seen from the outsiddhe
garden is maintained but it is not decided what to do with
the building.It is owned by the directory of state services,
and on occasion there are meetindlsere for specific
groups, political proposals or dinners, according to a
respondent.There are no signs on the gateut it is well
known and indicated on evemap. All city tours pass it.

The Ish-Blloku area used to be closed for thgopulation

and wa guarded by & OK S O 1 LJzhasyalscbecomek A &

the name of an art installation that was created hene

2013to commemorate life during the regim@gure 13) It

Ad t20F0SR Ay (KS Wicahsisisaff t 21 Y
an originalbunker, from whichthe area was guarded,na

piece of the Beih wall, which was a gift from gamany,

and a part of the foundation of the mines in Spag, one of

the former prison campsln the park, two more small

p— :
M mushroom bunkers can be seen.

Figure 12 (tp): the former residence of Enver Hoxha.
Figure 13 (bottom): the checkpoint art installation in
the postbllok memorial parfsource: own photographs)
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CdzZNIKSNJ R2gy (GKS o02dzZ SOFNR ySEG (2 gakdeclig, G KS LI
empty pyramidshaped building tha2 LISY SR Ay wmMdoyy | a { Ki§ure®®ah@SNI | 2 E
15). During that time visits to the museum were mandatory for school classesntw emptyand

popularly used to climb and slide down from llmgal youthandtourists. In march 2019 they closed

the access to it with fences, because new plans for renovations were accéptethe national
WadzYYSN) RIF8Q K2f ARI&xX K2gSOSNE GKS FSyOS 4l a oN
young and old people.

Figure 14 and 15: the Piramida in the centre of Tirana, climbed by young and old on Sum(Saub=y own photographs)

A little further up the boulevard stands the national art gallery. In here m@ogmunistpaintings
are dsplayed. Few information panels are providddirough a glass door in a modern exhibition
space, one could see a dark room in which dozen€afimuniststatues were storedBehind the
museumstands a group of statueswb of Stalin, one of Lenin, and oné ldoxha(figurel6). there
were also two small statues of workers and a female
soviet warrior. DuringCommunism such statuesised

to standall over the countryWhile visiting this location

| was in company of a Ukrainian man, who was shocked
by the sightof them and felt veryuncomfortable He
had never seen a statue of Stalin before, because they
have all been destroyed in the Ukrain€hat these
statues were indeed controversial was indicated by
their location. They stood in the backyard of the
museum, ot visible from the boulevard. From the
museum, they could be seen from one large window.
They had no central role in the museum, one had to
know that they were there. They did not have any
shelter and were receptive for all kinds of weather. Ten
metres tothe right was another property, where they
were building a new structure and a pile driver was
used (figure 173. Thestatues seem to be a sensitive

topic, which is reflectedn their location.
Figure 16 and 17: statues of Stalin, Lenin, Hoxha Gaamunist
workers(Source: own photographs)

62



The main square at the end of the Boulevard is called Skanderbeg S§kanelerbeghis real name
wasGjergj Kastriojiwas a military commander and leader in a rebellion against the Ottoman empire

in the 18" century. The rebellion unified Albaniansle isthe most celebrated historical figure in
Albania, perhaps aside from Mother Theresa. He is considered a national hero, many respondents
confirmed this. The large statue of him on a horse is icanit often seen on travel photographs to
represent TiranaPreviously, on the same location stood a statue of Joseph Stalin. The square also
used to show a statue of Enver Hoxha, which was removed in 1991 during the student
demonstrations.

On the east side of the square astds the former opera building whichuilt during
Communismand is now largely emptyOn the north side of the square stands the national history
museum. Here, history is told from the lllirians to modern history, althoughctimenology ended
with an exhibition on independencewvtiich included the second world war and the fight of the
partisand. Communistinfluences were shown, but not greatly elaborated on. However, they did
KFE@3S I aLISOALt LI @ Nhele@egle oglyfewdransiiions an this Foor(i BItNGER N ®
message was cleaterrible crimes have happened duringommunism Photographs, objects and
torture tools were displayed. A noticeable object was a piece of the rope that was used to pull down
the statue d Enver Hoxha in Gjirokasténis birth town(figure 18). This was a symbolic act in 1991
when the regime had fallen. When visiting Gjirokastér, it was noticedttigatormer location of this
statuewasindicated on the (tourist) mag. The indication ontte map and thelatform on which the
statue used to stand can be seen in figi@and 20. Figure21 shows the building in front of the
LX FGF2NYSE 2y GKS 23G§KSN aA RGmAuhiststars Bas beBripRbeh ¢ KS g 2 |
graffiti.

. O

Figure Bupperf STAG0Y t I NI 2F G(KS OlFo6ftS dzaSR (2 Lz f capidrgRigure y S NJ | 2
19 (upper righ): the indication of the formegtatue on a Vectotourist map. Figur@0 (bottom left): the platform where the
statue of Enver Hoxha was pulled down as an iconic act. After 30 years, it is stilFibere.21(bottom right): Two
CommunisB G NB YR GKS g2NR W8 tfieghSusdncrosiliBe platforiny(SbBaen photograpNs) T FA G A 2

' This map had no date written on it, but was made by the brand Vector.
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6.2 Museums
In Albania there are a five (wdthown) museums that focusnly on Communism There are many
more museums in the country, some of which have elemaiisut Communismor briefly mention
it. The five main ones howeverale® W{ A0S 27F g A (y SaawhiclyiRtheYo8ne2 NBE Q A
security and interrogations officE) G KS W02t R ¢ I NJaduwmnélye@riplex uAdgr thB 2 A NB |
city castle),and . dzy’ 1 R Nl { Randlihe House of Leaves in Tiranadzy | Dandldiare
underground tunnel compixes that have been transformedto museumsby a private initiative
They will be elaborated on in the neséctiontogether with the House of Leaves. The latter is the
museum of secret surveillance, where the sigurimi usedave their headquarters to spy on the
population. This museumis a state initiative.One of the respondents, Elton Caushiso had a
Y amorabilia collectio® Gommunistobjects. He welcomes people to see it. It holds the middle
between amuseum and aprivate collection, containingCommunistobjects, books, magazines,
clothing, furniture,and much more

Respondents had varying opinions about the museums. Some younger responde8@ (20
thought there was a lot of attention for the communist pdmecause of the museums on the topic.
Others were dissatisfied with the way that the communist history was prese@#ters just éinQ (i
care. Museums are interesting to study because it tells something about the narrative the creator
(the state or a prigte owner) wants to tell. This was also explained by Mirian from Cultural Heritage
without Borders Albania:

oMuseums are always very interesting to kind of tackle new subjects. As they are

tricky, because [...] the narrative that you choose to display iinuaeum might be

very problematic sometimes, [as well as] the way you come up to that narrative. How

do you involve people that were actors of what has happened [in] the histories that

[you] are telling you in museums? [...] The process of doing thaingpastant as the

result that you have at the end [...]. And to Albania one of the challengeg rojun.

do you memorialize spaces ] ¢ KS&aS |NB it @SNE yS¢g wasSoi
require a skill set anéknowledgethat is also new for this cotny, so, this is an

adjustment period as well for professionals like us here, or for others [...]. Of course,

AGQa y20 Slraeée FyR AidQa az2YSGKAyYy3a GKFG NBIjdzA |
because these are typically subjects that are very verguliffo change, you know. It

Ad OSNEB RAFTFAOAA G G2 62N} 6A0GK YAyRaSiao ood¢
maybe a subject we will see in five, ten years tn@pert interview Mirian (310) from

CHWB Albania)

Upheaval around dzy” { Xahd\NJdzy { 2 NJi

. dzy | Iahd\2Iare tunnel bunkers under Tirana that have been transformed into museums on
Communisn(figure22 and 23.. dzy { X4 Id¢dted in the outskirts of the city, and is a popular
tourist attraction being in the close vicinity tife cable car that leads up to Dajti mountain. It is often
a combined daytrip. The bunker complerre built for Enver Hoxha and his administration to take
shelter in case of a (nuclear) attack. It corsigtmore than one hundred rooms, for living, gonimg
and military purposes. The museum that was built inside is dedicated to the history of the
Communistarmy and the daily lives of Albanians during the Regimazy” | Xid-aNdmplex of

tunnels undetthe city centreandis connected to several ministry buildings. The museum taday
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dedicated tothe ministry of internal affairs at the time, the working of the Sigurimi and of prisons,
working camps and victims.

Figure 22 (left): dzy { IQFighNd 23 (rightBunkQ | NJi

Most of the respondents considered dzy | dodNdhuseums. However, they almost always
recommended dzy | XdveXJidzy 1 O® Nay {1 M N&  ( K SheN&itl Or:a2¢ 82 OF y 32 |
the cable car, but only if you go seedzy | @ & Aftdr visiting both museums, mostourists

considered the firstonetob&é 6 S (G SNE = @Wg 285 Sk D k. Scdily| T@hANEStHEed

hand has many moraformation panels, which cannot abe readin one visit.This preference of

. dzy 1 XdvexJidzy | Zmadlditen noticed. Tourists simply seemed to like the kind of experience

better. Locals however often seemed to have a more political opinion about it, that it did not tell the
d02NE NRIKGZ 2N GKSe tAy1l Al Gveconsti&ionS YAy NOOY B8>S 4
caused a lot of public reactions:

Grhe. dzy {1 N& F OQlGdzr tfe& GKS 06Said YdzaSdzy &2dzQNB 13
the real one. The two is a fake one, of course. You know, the bunker in the front of the

number 2 is built frm the beginning, is not an old bunker. [...dzy | [ wasIbuilt

and it created a lot of reactions. Because people that were politically exiled, and they

R2y QG fA1S GKFEGZ yR (KSé& &a4SS GKS o6dzy1SNI I &
symbol of dictéorship. Why to build a new one? We have so many already. Is a

LINE @201 GA2YyS GKS@QNB (NBAYy3I wiG2 3ISi6 GKS 2fR
country] again? You know, imagine how someone would see that. [...] | cannot go in

the philosophy of thespeople. They have every right to do so. You know, they were

the ones suffering 50 years of dictatorsBifexpert interview Saimir Kristo (31), Vice Dean
faculty of Architecture at POLUBiversity Tirana)

. dzy | Qdpeénm@diate 2014.1t was realised byhe socialist party that is currently in poweshich

rose protest at the beginningiThe exhibition...] reiterates the old connection between communism
and the Revolution/Liberation. The fact that the government in payend thus responsible for the
realisation of. dzy" { €Wadlai socialist one, as the Albanian socialist party has emerged from the

65



ashes of the communist party in the 1990, has been criticised as, among other things, an attempt to
F LILINBLINAF GS (GKS ae Y dadnd 208, 8)2Neverih&less, td nRisedtibli@danes ¢
successful and attracted a lot of peoplaoth Albanians and foreignerin the first two months the
access was free, so thé&dcalswere able to see what had baehidden from them for so long.
Following on this suces, it was decided to make a second museum in the city centre:
. dzy’ 1 2 FhiInuseum was not as wadkceivedand led to debate and controversy (lacono 2018).
It is criticizedto be focused on touri®: the ticket priceis not in balance with the averageage of
the local population. Ais limits the potential of the museum to stimulate discussion amongst
Albanians (lacono 2018)he strongest element of controverdyowever, was the entrance that was
made to access the undergroundinnel system.lt was anew mushroomshaped bunker as
mentioned. It was meant to show toists an example of the kind of bunkers that can be seen all over
Albania.This provoked upheaval, south so that abig protest was organised in December 2015
People tried to destroy it witthammers and set the bunker on fi(Bgure 24-27). It showed that for
at least for some, bunkers are a loaded subject tiegmind of a dark past.

- o j I
Fgure 24-27 (top left, top right, bottom left, bottom right)mages fom the potest against the neveunker in the centre of

Tirana in December 201&ourcesfigure 24:https://balkaneu.com Figure 25www.aljazeera.comFigure 26:
https://balkaninsight.com Figure 27: https:fMww.google.com/search?biw=1586

A few different reasons were given for the demonstration againgdzy’ 1 2 linNiferature and
interviews. For some, lte museumwas considered an attempt of idneyfication/commodification

(Prideaux 2003 an@Vaitt 2000 in lacono 2@) of their communistmemories It was also criticised

that the museumonly represented the prspective of terror and trauméthe authorised heritage
discourselnd noother visionglacono 2018).0ls Lafe(40-50, heritage director at the Aleksandér

Moisiu Universitycalledi KS &dz 2S00 2F WLISNDS LI &h2 phiidd dafladk Sy A U
questiore. He emphasized that it was only a fraction of the inhabitants of Tirana thategted

against. dzy 1 R ISdvdé of them werdrelatives of formerly prosecuted people. Therotesters

were backed by the opposition, becausea wayit was a protest against theurrent government.
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Ols stressed that it was a protest against the enteantthe museum, against the new bunker. The
museum itself was not the target of thdemonstration A tourguide (40-50) of Tiranaexplained that
people could not see what was being built, since the tunnel complex lies undergamahithere was

a wooden fere around the construction sitdPeople did not understand why a new bunker was
being constructed and were afraid that the current government started building bunkers adain.
Kongoli(50-60) from the Albanian national tourism ageneygued that it was ecause people had
painful associations with bunkers:

G¢CKSNE gl a I LINPGSadd ¢KS& ¢gSNBE F2NN¥SNI LINRAAE2,
the centre of Tirana, because it recalls a very hard time. A very hard time, for them
FYR F2NJ 0KSANI FIF YAt ASade

Since tke bunker was made of concrete, people could not set it on fire. However, the holes that were
made in the top by hammers during the protest, are today covered in plastic, instead of being
repairedwith concrete figure 28). Thiswas to showthe voices of tke protesters.Now, during the
current protests in Tirana, it is often seen that the police guards this area to prevent people from
attacking the bunker againh& bunkersymboliseghe socialistgovernment, which many people are
dissatisfied with.

Figue 28:Pastic cover of gap in dzy | X$oitde: own photograph)

One respondenta tourguide of Tirana (4B0), wasstill suspicious about the dzy | ifitlatN&ias a
whole. He found it stange that. dzy | iQ4 pvidiate company, because the bunkers eveuilt with
state moneyp Now they lease it, manage it and make a profit without investing anything: they just
YEyEFr3aS AGd LG Aa y2a GNFXyaLIlI NByidid ¢KSe YIS o0dzaA
He was sudgpious that corruption was inveed, because officially it cannot be found who is the
owner, he said. As a museum he preferred the House of Leaves, because it is more transparent and
belongs to the state.

Fatos Lubonjg68), a heritage expert and a former prisoner during tregime did not
approve of the. dzy 1 2inu$&um, but for a different reasome argues that sites of suffering
should be made into museums of suffering, anddzy’ { R vadInever such a place. It shdu
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represent what it used to be. He would have preferredsee the prison of Spag¢ being the museum
that is now. dzy | X{$edltfie nexsectior).

aL Yy y2i @SNE 3JtIR® . SOFdzaS 2F GKS FI OdG GKI
F2NJ ' folyAlyad ! yR (KSNBE Teylink themdmiidthe 2 ¥ Y I y A LJd:
persecution of prisoners. Especially the second one, | have not seen the fifg} tne.

too theatrical and there is manipulation because Enver Hoxha has never been there. It

gl & | odzy1 SNI T2 NI wisdnott aSlade] ofl siifféring) poauring X 6

people, it was nothing like that. So in my, in my conception of history, they should

have been kept like they were X ® He what it was instead of a torture museum

GKAOK AG 6la y200 X6 SoSylamferyWargngrk G 6AGK | N
that they manipulate with those two bunkers, they lie for many things, and this house

2T tSI@Sad ' yR AyaaSIR I f.¢@EdhtinenGaragd ¥ adzF FSNR
Lubonja (68), heritage specialist, journalist and former prisoner)

Most respondents however indicated that themuseum has been more or less accepted by the
majority of the population now. During the protests that were held in the fieldwork petiodzy’ 1 QI NJi
2 was nevea topic of debate

Discussions about the House of Leaves

The House of Leaves, the former headquarters of the Sigurimi, is another museum that has raises
discussionThe director, Etleva Demollaf@0-50), explained that there wersome prejudice with

the opening of the museursince itwas the former office of t Sgurimi. Some wonderedt ¢ K &

commemorate the building wherethe d@ NE 2 ¥ ( KS ReNdicesBamé RanifirbnR K ¢

the persecuted peopleThey do not visit the museum, according to her, becabiseones who have

prejudices make also make politi@nnections. Since the socialist party is ruling now, they connect

it with Communisnmand they have prejudice¥hey wanéd Spa¢ tdoecome a museum instead of the

House of Leaves. Etleva Demolfdressed however that this museum has the same purplseas

made for thosenvho suffered in the house and under the regime, so these prejudices faded

somewhat awayAlso, she arguedall society sufferednot only those who were persecutet was

psychological terrof 2 NJ S @ $i&lBatsyh&learsd Iy Rould rbdgay what you were thinking
allthetimed dzi L 2yfé& GSff @2dz G§KS 0ThdRe ateildopasecitedd dzi A G
people that comdo the museum every week to tell their stories to young peofilee museum has
manyeducationalprogrammes for yotl in which they are taught what happened in the past. After

all, even during the regime itseffeopleRA Ry Qi 1y 26 Yl ye 27F arKS 1ONRgrSa
about the listening and spying, because we could see someone getting ar@mstedihg said
a2YSOUKAY3AZ odzi 6S RARYQG 1y2¢ Fo62dzi GKS LINRAazyas:s
then, let alone the people born after that time, they cannot even imagine. So we are showing the

@2dzy3d LIS2LIX S 6K2 REGQWAZHRPY | fdThdedukaonat éza 8§ dzx @ ¢
programmes are for free and there are dayith free museum entrance, so that not only tourists,

but also Albanians can come and visit.
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6.3 Former prisorfer)s and places of suffering

A heated discussion exists dine former Communistprisons and what should be done with thes.
largegroup of peoplgincluding many former prisoners) find it important thedme of thembecome
museums.One such initiative is being undertaken at the former prison of Spag, by Cularitge
without borders AlbaniaThey aim to make use of the potentiaf Communistarchitecture in the
Albanian landscape, which has a capaat healing as it can feignify Communistsites of memory
for heritage of reconciliation (Eaton 2011yheywant to turn Spac into a museum, which they call a
space folMRA I £ 23dzS YR I OUA2YQd

dt offers the right conditions for people of different backgrounds and different

opinions, to come together and visit, and discuss abledifficult past, and about

individual and connective roles as well in the perpetration of massacres or you know,

a perpetration of dictatorship like the one in Albania. As you know, this is a very, very

K2G adza2SOd AT L Yl & &l &expertT@nNd Miridn@okoy A 'y a2 OA S
from CHWB Albania)

This is mainly in the interest of former prisoners, although more people agree in the creation of a
museum in Spag.

O0We startedwith the former persecuted persons, which, again, is very interesting to

see that half of themisveér A dzZLJLI2 NI A @S 2F 2dzNJ | OGA2y d ¢KS 21
AF AGQa RSaiGNRP&@SRe® tNRolofé&é AlGa o0SGGSNI AT Ad
F g1 & & Reibdf intskvibwMlan (3010) from CHWB Albania)

During an observation of discussion dring theWa SY 2 NA I £ 5 I'"@wherrayiyi@meB y 0 S Q
prisoners were present, it was mentioned that the abandonment Gdmmunist heritage is

problematic. Prisons should become museurtigy said,and the opposite is happening. Only in

Spac¢ some projectisave been startedbut also thissite is in great decayDuring this discussion, it

seemed that some of the former prisoners often feel cheatedypty apologie® I 62 dzi ¢ KI
happened to them inthe past. Yy SYLJié LINBYAAS 27F Inot¢bm& Vh&yNI £ LI |
mentioned how crimes ahe Communist regimbave never been followed up on, and that euvibe

streets still have the names o€ommuniss. The debate got very heated and people stood up to

speak passionately and there were many interruptiofighe presenters One man mentioned that

his children have no idea of the existence of the prisons: that you forget a lot when the visual is no
longer there.One former prisoner that was interviewed during fieldwork, Fatos Lubonja, also
stressed the impdance of managing and keeping the former prisons, to remember and to educate

others:

@ X @ pldces of suffering are destroyerX &ihe ntinister Edi Rama went to visit the
Turkish Factonfa new mine that has opened in theamelocation as the former
prisoNZ | YR RA RY Qi ¢ (& Spge}. @ XT&elwantito fdrgellabout it.
LiQa I T $&s$ df ¥idde vih@ aredrdpbvieli Thewe been alCommuniss.

' The conference lasted a week, and was in light ofitfe 2 YY dzy A aY YSY2NA I f RIF&aQo L |
Ot tBRAKSIAYAL YI GSNAI f théSmateraYerdiade loN\Canimuryisi indlKdhia. LIS NRA € Y
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w Xl &dave a long story with Spac, because | have been there, | have seerj\iasy it
destroyed, | have hundreds of pictuijed] how it was and how it became when |
found people there taking the iron of buildingsX Bey destroyed the terrace where
people had made the raw coal, afithe inhabitants] took the ironThey took the
barbedwires to surround their own gardehshayou know with babed wires. It was
fantastic, Spag, to sesith two barbed wires all around the mountain, with lights and
watchtowers. To have it like it was, woah it was fantastic. In winter, all snow and this
lights, and all this place(expert interview Fatos Lubonja (68), heritage specialist,
journalist and former prisoner)

OXB KI3S ONBUGdZNYSR G2 { LI e YlIye (GAYSad L
2T OAGGISNYySaad wX8 L lobhe dSagionydadddsiedfeatOA F £ & |
OX8 b2adlfae 2F SY2iA 2gfelyod ihdiBayebeeSVEF G A 2y & (KL
important for you. That have learned you a lot of things. And this is my nostalgy. |
mean nostalgy of the writer. Nostalgy of.. of wHryou are in war, if you are a soldier
g AlK @2 dzNits baJedipgR But atheXsBime time nostalgy. Not to repeat it
but to live it, to relive it. To reto, to live with it, as part of your life. Anyhow. And of
course to transmit it to the oths, you know to understand what happeried &nd 6
people should go there. And not foreigners. But Albanians, young Albanians, to go the
path of the persecuted, of the prisoners, to go to the mine. It was fantastic, Spac. To
YF1TS Al f A1S avk divewstb thedTurksXdéw. Th& ks hive build in the
landscape of suffering, they have build a big, big factory there, which is bigger than
the buildings of the prison, which was part the place of suffering. Like inside

Auschwitz [one] could [never] ldiia fabrice (expert interview Fatos Lubonja (68), heritage
specialist, journalist and former prisoner)

He explained that Turkey has been granted permission to build a big factory in the mines of Spagc, on

the location where the former prison used to stanthe factory is of an economical nature and does

y20i NBIFNR GKS KA&aG2NAROIf StSySyida 2F GKI& NBIA?2
the quantitative research of OSCE (2015), the situation of the mining company in the historical site of
suffering was addressed and people were asked what they thought about it. As can be seen in figure
29,the economical value of the mine is prioritised, although a majority of the pedpds think that

restrictions should be in place to protect the higtal location.
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Scenario: A former labour camp from the Communist period is located
nex to a very valuable source of minerals. A private company wishes to
reopen the mine in one of the sections of this camp. What do you
think should happen in this case?

The economic benefit of the mine is the highest priority;

therefore, the mining company should be allowed to mine @ o
anywhere on the site of the former forced labour camp 4%
without restrictions.
The mining company should be allowed to mine on or near
the site with restrictions in order to preserve the history @ o
58%

of the former forced labour camp.
Preserving the site’s history is the highest priority; therefore,

the mining company should not be allowed to mine on thesite @ O
of the former forced labour camp.

Don't know O ]

0% 10% 0% 30% 4% S0% &% 0%

Figure29: national opinions on the preservation of a former prison versus the interests of a mining cd®parte: OSCE
2015)

6.4 Heritage and the political agenda: mass disinterest

GLF F NOKAGSOGdzNBE A & s, tish@ok hag afways kedainkdira GG 2 NB 2 F
0KS T A NER @xpeOifchidwiFathNBbaja (68), heritage specialist, journalist and former
prisoner)

Many of the respondentfound it important that attention is paido monumental heritagen Tirana

Somerose deep discontent about the way this is currently treated in the city. This is because the

current political agenda does nagive priority to the preservation ohistorical architecture
(Communistor prior), but to (personal)leconomical growth. This isdding to a few poignant

situations. Saimir Kristdhe vice dean of the faculty of architecture design at POLIS university in
Tiranaexplainedthese during an interview which included a short walk around the cei@rethe

square Saimir stood still to skt a map of the city. He explained that the facade of Tirana has
Oz2yaitlyidfte GNIYYaATFT2NN¥SR 20SNJ GAYSI odzi OMahyi y23GK7
people are unhappy about thifatos Lubonja, heritage expert and critic, explained:

& ¢ fe § a tendency that those who come in poaetthrough the principle that the

history begins with me, with us. Ang X iistead of adding their creativity in

architecture, they destroy the old ones, in order to build their own monumteis

own histoB ® ®©X8 ¢KA& A& (GKS O02yOSLIi 27F LIS2LIX S 4
respect for historyw XAhd this is a sickness of infantilism somehow of sqcteta

71



syndrome of young people) X!8f £ &2 dzy3 LR A Xedtlintgndew G KA Y 1 A

Fatos Luborgj (68), heritage specialist, journalist and former prisoner)

According to Saimir Kristdae changing of the facades is another trend that new politicians seem to
do. The talians did it, then Hoxha did it by building ndacadesover old Ottoman houses ad
neighbourhoodqthe Palace of culture was built over the old bazaar and ottoman villas). When the
regime fell, it happened again when ti@mmunistouildings were painted in bright colouBgure
30). Hesaid that this was nice, but that there was nomney left for more important matters. Today,
prime minister Edi Rama is doing the same, he explained: painting buildings atiddtbwers
everywhere in the city centre. Most respondents agreed that these towers are used for the
whitewashing of money. Wwere standing in
front of the most recent examplenext to the
opera building on Skanderbeg Square lay t
remains of a recently destroyed building. Bo
between the age of 12 and 19 were happi
walking away from it with pipes and meta
frames from theformer bulding in their arms.
Saimir was shocked that the building was go
A o1a RNAYy(1AYy3I I Qe
found it extra ironic that a big Albanian fla
gl & o1 @AY like/itSEaipatiptc act 4
FT2NI ! f0l YAl € Figure 30: Communist apartment building, painted in
bright colours (Source: photograph by Dayar van de Steeg)

Another example is the football stadium, which was built by an Italian architect during fascism.
Overnight, Saimir explained,was removed from the wnument listing and destroyedNow there is

anew stadium,witha 2 6 SNJ 2y G2LJ 2F AdGd ¢KS alryS GIFrOGAO Aa
built in the same period of time as the old stadium. The complex exists of two tiseatr@ next to

each other, with a gardeand open air pool in betweeifhe government wants to destroy it to build

one smaller theatre and six tower¥here are protesthiappeningevery dayby actors and other

peope involved with the theatre.

[.]They d®A RSR (KI (i WwWgS KI@PS (GKA& LlzwotAO flyR AY
GKA& G2 a2YS82yS (2 o0dAftR AAE o0A3 o6f2014a¢ ! yR
|l 26 R2 @&2dz RSOARS | 02dzi GKAAK LG Aa | OAde f
majority in the city council, who should have voted for this, they created a special law
[which] they put in the parliament, where they have the majority to approve it. [...]

tdzi a2YS Y2ySeé |yR NBO2yaiduNHzOU AGH .dAfR | y.
use our public money for [it](Interview Edvin Parruca (43), television presenter and hostel
employee)

These situations are influenced by the power of the government, but also because of the historical
disconnection of the younger generations. As explainethprevious chapter, this concerns the
WNB Y S Yo Sodinynisn@Z T 0 dedndihgfudiaainst thesacts of destruction of the historical

city centre Saimir Kristo explained that this is influenced by the fact that people have no connection
to publicspaces and thus do not feel attached to it:
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dThe political systenjand] the lack of power to the massés not bringing enough

sensitivity to protect history, or toelep the palimpsest of the city. [...And here

LIS2LX S R2y Qi O N&thek dafe ndtkedllg cobnacied with their pai O dza

of the city, you know?...].{ 2 L GKAYy]l GKS LINRofSY (KSe& KI @S
see the square as their spage.]So if no one has this memdigf spending time in

public places]as a kid, then ho are you N2 § SOGAY 3 A G I(épertd 2dz INR &
interview Saimir Kristo (31), Vice Dean faculty of Architecture at RMINErsity Tirana)

FatosLubonjasees a pattern in the destruction of historical sites and prisons by those who are in

power. He peaks ofdthe manipulation of people with the idea to show the modern and the new

time, and to destroy the oldw X®his is the mentality where you find very much this spirit of
capitalisnz  w X 8 2oliberalidd jusy try to get rich as quick as possiblVhich was taken
[immediately]l & 'y ARS2f 238 Xahd withodt Sy critical SEiNIVidduihaving
AyaiaNdzySyadga G2 NBarAald G2 Aldoe ' yR az23x GKFGQa sKe.
money became the maintrend hefe2 AT &2dz gl yid aSS ¢KIFGQa 3I2Ay3
AGQa GKS AYIF3IS gKSNB LIS2L S R2y Qi3I R2y QG NBaLISO
take care of themselves, of their interest, without considering that there are some thiagshere

are things which are much more importantexpert interview Fatos Lubonja (68), heritage specialist, journalist
and former prisoner)

6.5 (Dark) tourism andhe commergalisingof Communism

According to Mirian from Cultural heritage without Blers Albania, there is a rising segment of
tourism in Albania that is specifically asking for bunkers and o@mmmunistrelated heritage.
Interestin the communist pasis abundant among foreignerand plays a small but growing role in
the tourist indudry of Albania(which is growing significantly in generdi)any of the respondents
were aware by the interest of tourists, which wagiiost cases bigger than their own interest in the
subject. To some extent, the touristdustry is anticipating to this.

dL G KA Y {Coniniu@smiirig 2 us®d to attract tourism. Well just the fact that

three of your main museums in Tirana &@emmunistelated. The house of leaves,

the two . dzy sQWhdldre the most famous and popular ones, areCathmunist

relatedd wWPPPB ¢2dzNRA AT (KSYBRBHDDEESOFKIEIRARY Qi 12F
1y26 | f2G Fo2dzi 'folyAl alFAR W2KX odzi L 1y2
Communisp {2 GKIFGiQa ¢KI G GskfSitonicllafighidierniebNS G G & Y dzO
Sidanja Manushi (2€80), journalist Tirana Timgs

Somerespondentscalled the tourism aroundCommunissites and building#ark tourisnfQ @ ¢ KA & (0 & L.
2F G2dz2NRAY FRRNBaasSa Wiaz2dzNAald LINPRAzOG&aQ GKIF GO | NX
and Foley2006).Mr. Kongoli(50-60) of the Albanian national tourism agendgscribed it agt LJS 2 L)X S
GAAAGAY T LI I OSa e KiBon Gésx@dnif h®ad &fdeF Fperatdsrassdriation,

explained the benefits and drawbacks from this intefesfill N 0 2 dzZNRA &Y QY

GoX8 L Aa LINI 2F SRdzOFGA2YyY @2dz KI @S (2 (y:
very harsh time, very harsh. It is good that there are these places where can be
f SI NYSR 6 K I(Nr. KdgbliEHSAH:GidR Mifonal tourism agcy)
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L Y Ffa2 KSIR 27F (K\SdthisasdzdtddigcusSadiwiae dor | & &
we have to improve to set a better standard in tourism? How should we develop
tourism, in what direction? Mag®urism or more experiences, that kind of thingslt

2 OA

y2i Iy $Srae G(}alo &XdeComniunisharitageP(Bebausd 2 Y | S dza

you cannot ignore it, it was recenfjut not to exaggerate. Because then we bring
LJIS2LX S oFO1 G2 GKFG YSnsikrd AlGyeR GLK MY Ayaz GO &
RIEN] (G2dzNARAaYQd ¢KSNB akKz2dZ R 6S | olftlyoS
y24 G2 SNl asS AdGzZ FyR aleéAay3da y23z L R2 y2i
coming? Because we had so much lhig during this system, and we want to show

youth 3 Q@ ¢ KIXB® AadzNo IKfbdylihe M fiftk y@arsy IRidiperhaps our

worst history, but we are so old, so much has happened dgrerview Kliton Gerxhani

(40p N0 X RANBOG 2 NIrawslatedflonf Bukch) | 2 f AR 84 Q ¢

Indeed, Albania d&&rs more historical tourist locations such as Roman archaeological sites,
ethnographical museums and medieval castles. However, the material heritathee @ommunist
regimeseemed to interest many travellers that were informally spoken to in the Tirac&gackers
hostel. This interest hadeveral reasons. In conversations with different tourists and travellers, it
0SOIYS Of SI NJ ( cobEiXoNghe i@ RR2 dzy R Rl BSECE( exilidiigexhiing
grim placeg | #ii®kind offCommunif stuff¢ dthers found it interesting because of the story
behind it, the historical processheir role in the landscaper as an objecof photography.During

the Communistera, some tourists from leftish movements (from the UK, Scandinavia, Holland) w
allowed a visito Albania. Eduard Kurtezi used to be a tguide during that time. Some of these
tourists have come b&cto see Albania how it is now.

GLY GKS @SNEB o0S3IAYyYAy3IA:X o0SF2NB mMdocnX Y2ai
East Europeanountries.Czebs, Ples, Russians, Hungarians. But after 1960, western

tourists started to come. Mostly the people do not know, even in Albania sometimes

they ask: wasti possible to come? [...] Buui2h tourists,Austriantourists, English

tourists, Sandinavians, they were coming to Albania since 1960. [...] You know, these

SR
0Si
gl y

2T

G§SYRSyOASa 2F GKS STl Y20SYSyidx Ay 1 34GS Wcn:

were interested. [...] As long as my experience goes, first, | think they were people

who were interested in the ecological and historisites in Albania. [...] Second

category were people who wanted to visit the country behind the iron cur&on.

political interest. Thirdly thé ST Y2@SYSyd Ay GKS 1 34GS Wc
groups, intheWt nax GKS& OFYS (2 @GArAaixid ' fokyAl ®
[pretending to be] touristgchuckle) [...] Some people come back after many years.

LQOS YSG + t2d 2F LS2LIES wikKId OFYS oF O]
country. Great, greaOK I y3Sao LGQa y20G 2yfteé& AYyFNF &adNd
SRAZOF GA2y 8608tz LIS2LXS &LI8H] TF2NBAIY f

02 Y Y dzy Xirtelvidiv Eddaél Kurtezi (780), retired English teacher aimterpreter for BBC)

The developrant of Communistheritage for tourism is not without its difficulties, as mentionied
the previoussection It isin an early stage, and it is neasy to decidevhat to do with certain
buildings. This is the case for tl@mer residenceof Enver Hoxhahut also forhis birth house, which
is an ottoman buildinglocated in Gijirokastér. It is now functioning @K S  @thnageaphic
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museum However, there was very little to no information about this except for the fact that it was

his birthhouse, and sigs above the doorposts that named the rooif@me wrote: LIVING ROOM

the birth room of Hoxha)! Y2 i KSNJ 20 aSNBIF GA2Yy Ay DSANRllFaildsN ¢
complex under the castle which can be visited with a g(fapire 31). Since the fieldwik for this

thesis took place in winter, very little tourists were present and the museum was not abundantly
visited. It was also not easy to fimditside the tourist seasarWhen asking around in nearby shops,

people did notknow what was meant, did nd&now of a

bunker tunnel nearby. Two men that were standing in

front of it were convinced that it was open on a day that

it was not. They also gave wrong directions about the

entrance. @arly, this museum is meant for tasts and

not popular with locals.The guide of the tunnel tour

explained that people are fed up with the topic of

odzy {1 SNE> (KSe& R2yQild fA1S G2 aLlsSIr1 2F AG lFyeyY2NB
be further explained onin the next chapter,which

focuses on bunkers alone.
Figure 31: Cold War Tunnal Gjirokastér (Source: own
photograph)

GCommercialisation ofCommunism

Something that cannago unnoticed when studying the relation wiurism and Communisteritage

are the souvenirs that can be bought in many different cities in#ébaDuring observations in Kruja,
Berat, Tirana and Gjirokastér, it was shown that clothing, uniforms, household objects, furniture,
historical photographscoins, pins and even passports from t@®@mmunistera are being sold in
markets(figure 32 and 3).

Figure 2and 3: Communisbbjects sold on markets and tourist shops (Source: own photographs)

Next to this, a souvenir industry has picked apthe foreign inteest in this periodof time and

created a range o€ommunistmerchandise. The majoritgxists of bunker souvenirs, which will be

explained insection7.3.5 Furthermore, me can findbooks, busts andhugsof Hoxha (figure34 and

35).In. dzy | REANGA NIla 6SNB a2t R 2F | 2 EKS T 22NRoddy28YQ WL 4 |
Whenaskirg somerespondens about this phenomenorthey said:

75
























































































































