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Preface 

This book offers a glimpse behind the scenes of 
all that goes into giving 'Wageningen' its agri­
cultural significance. 

The twenty or more agricultural research insti­
tutes and the Agricultural University with more 
than sixty departments are known collectively 
throughout much of the world simply as 
'Wageningen'. The name of the town is like a 
flag fluttering on the Dutch flotilla of agricul­
tural sciences. 

Research and education are fully in motion, al­
ways working on innovations and improve­
ments in agriculture both in the Netherlands and 
elsewhere, especially in the developing 'Third 
World'. 

We hope that this book will help you to become 
more acquainted with 'Wageingen'. The text is 
especially intended to help you find your way 
around; the photographs give you an impres­
sion of the people connected with 'Wagenin­
gen', their work and their surroundings. 

We trust that this book will strengthen our con­
nections with you even further. 

Wageningen, 31 July 1981 
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IrP.van der Schans, 
President of the Executive Board, 
Wageningen Agricultural University 
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DrirD. de Zeeuw, 
Director of the Division for Agricultural 
Research, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 

i 

6 



A bird's eye view of the 

Netherlands 

When, having made a wide, sliding curve your 
plane lands at Schiphol, Amsterdam's airport, 
you will have already gained your first impres­
sion of the Netherlands. Green meadows with 
ditches, alternating with arable land; vast 
complexes of greenhouses; canals, rivers and 
lakes, an occasional patch of woodland; 
straight roads busy with traffic; ports, facto­
ries and houses, lots of houses. 

The first impression, however superficial, gives 
a true picture of this country, that will be con­
firmed as you travel by bus, car or train. 
The Netherlands, this small country on the 

.W" rh Sea coast where the Rhine has formed its 
delta, is very densely populated. 

It is flat with only a handful of hills in the east 
and south, a lot of water (20%), a few forests 
(8%) and a few nature reserves (4%). 
It has a wide range of soil types, various kinds 
of farming, and a moderately wet marine cli­
mate (the average temperature in summer is 
17°C, in winter 3°C; it has an annual precipi­
tation of 900 mm and 1600 hours of sun­
shine). 

Fourteen million people live on an area of 
34,000 km2, i.e. over 400 inhabitants per 
square kilometre, which makes it the most 
densely populated country in Europe. 
Industry, trade and transport, agriculture and 
horticulture are the main means of livelihood. 

Modern farms on the new polders. 
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