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CGIAR grants for 
six WUR researchers
Six Wageningen researchers have received 
grants from the Dutch Organization 
for Scientific Research (NWO) for 
 research within CGIAR, a platform of 
15 international research institutes in 
the field of food security. Marrit van 
den Berg, Inge Brouwer, Erwin Bulte, 
Ruerd Ruben, Jeroen Groot and Marc 
Verdegem each got more than 150,000 
euros to  collaborate for three years 
with the  agricultural research institutes 
that make up the Consultative Group 
on International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR). The research projects focus on 
fighting poverty, improving nutrition and 
food security, and improving access to 
natural resources. For example, Jeroen 
Groot will assess and harmonize the 
agro-ecological models used at various 
CGIAR institutes, while Marc Verdegem 
will study the ecological intensification 
of fish farming in partnership with the 
CGIAR institute WorldFish.
Info: jac.niessen@wur.nl

Satisfied students, high score in rankings   
Wageningen students are the most  satisfied 
with their degree programme compared 
with students at other universities, 
 according to the 2018 National Student 
Survey. Wageningen students give their 
 programme a score of 4.26 out of 5, 
 compared with the national average of 4.05.

In the international Times Higher 
Education ranking, Wageningen University 
& Research rose five places to position 59. 
WUR is the second-highest Dutch university 
in the  ranking behind Delft University of 
Technology, which climbed from 63 to 58. 
The ranking covers 1250  academic 

 institutions around the world. The 
National Taiwan University ranking 
puts WUR top in the world for agriculture, 
environment and ecology. Wageningen 
is ranked second for plant and animal 
sciences.
Info: jac.niessen@wur.nl

Growing cucumbers 
at the South Pole  

Wageningen scientists have developed a closed-cycle greenhouse system that 
could provide the crew of a space station with fresh produce. The greenhouse 
is being tested on a ‘mission’ to Antarctica. 

WUR is involved in a year-long European 
test space mission at the South Pole. The 
Greenhouse Horticulture business unit has 
developed a special greenhouse that could 
provide fresh vegetables in the future for the 
International Space Station (ISS) or other 
space missions. At the start of 2018, the 
greenhouse was erected and put to use at a 
test station in Antarctica. Using a cultivation 

manual that the Wageningen researchers 
also produced, the 10-person crew have now 
harvested 157 kilos of tomatoes, cucumbers 
and lettuce. Cameras keep track of the crops’ 
growth rates and detect any deviations. In 
the event of problems, the Wageningen ex-
perts advise them. Photos, explanations and 
updates can be found at http://eden-iss.net/. 
Info: cecilia.stanghellini@wur.nl  
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