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DMP requirements at WUR
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https://www.wur.nl/en/Value-Creation_Cooperation/WDCC/Data-
Management-WDCC/Planning/Institutional-requirements.htm

Not only PhD students 
need a DMP, also chair 

groups need one!

https://www.wur.nl/en/Value-Creation_Cooperation/WDCC/Data-Management-WDCC/Planning/Institutional-requirements.htm


Data management plan

Not only WUR requires a data management plan, also 
funders.
 NWO
 ZonMw
 Horizon2020
 ERC 
 ... 
Although they cover essentially the same subjects, they 
may vary in detail.
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FAIR data

What do all funders require? 
 Data is as FAIR as possible

F = findable (e.g., archived, has a unique identifier)
A = accessible (e.g., Open Access or via authentication)
I = interoperable (e.g., can easily be combined with 

other datasets by computers or humans)
R = reusable (e.g., ready to be used for future research)
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WUR template
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Section 1: context
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Section 2: description
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Section 3: data management roles
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Change/add roles 
over time

List this as specific as possible

It is important to keep track of 
who worked on the data at what 
time; for example by keeping an 
Electronic Lab Notebook



Section 4: type and size of data, software
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Section 4: example
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Video files (.mp4), interviews

Numerical files, statistical analyses

Media recorder, 
MS Word

Excel, SPSS

Few GBs

Few GBs

These are closed formats. 
Preferred software/output is 

open format

.csv files R

.txt files

Give an estimate of the size

20-40 GB

10-15 GB



Section 5: short-term storage
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Section 5: example
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e.g. raw on lab computer, 
processed on W-drive

W-drive is backed up 

Not the same location!

Laptop Laptop & external hard drive / asap

Network drive Weekly

Vulnerable to theft, loss, breaking

W-drive



Section 6: structure of data
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Section 7: documentation and metadata
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Section 7: example
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Think of:
• README.txt (NOT .docx!); 
• data dictionaries to explain variables;
• adding metadata; 
• (electronic) notebooks for research 

notes as well as roles



Section 8: sharing, ownership, privacy
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= sharing during research and 
afterwards within WUR; not through 
a repository (9) 

avoid conflicts with e.g. third parties 

encryption, access, anonymisation...



Section 9: long term storage
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- 10 years retention obliged
- Most data (/parts) are of value to others

- Browse re3data.org
- Repositories in your discipline?
- WUR archiving support: DANS / 4TU



Section 9: example
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ALL data, or part of 
the data, and which 
part then? 

Not a data archive! 



Lots of info in the DMP itself
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Data Management Support at WUR

To get answers/support:
 data@wur.nl (Data Management Support and WDCC)
 servicedesk.it@wur.nl (storage and security)

To stay up to date:
Intranet group
Data@WUR

For information:
The Data Management
website
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