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Andy Clements
Somerset
80 cows
Agricultural auctioneer

Andy Clements: “Fast-paced and
fierce bidding make it an exciting job”

Cattle ‘rattle’
text Rachael Porter

A

stint of work experience when he was still at school fired
Somerset-based dairy producer Andy Clements’ desire to
pursue a gavel-tapping career. His family owns and runs an
80-cow pedigree Holstein and Jersey herd, based near Bristol,
and working on the unit was, and still is, something that Andy
is heavily involved with. But he also wanted a career away
from the farm, which is currently managed by his father
Marshall. “I can see myself taking on more responsibility with
the dairy business in the future. But for now, auctioneering is
what takes up most of my time – six days a week.”
After leaving Cirencester University in 2010 with a degree in
Rural Land Management, Andy took a position with Greenslade
Taylor Hunt and he hasn’t looked back since. “I knew I wanted
to be an auctioneer, from that very first day of work experience
when I was 16. And it’s everything I hoped it would be. It’s fast
paced, every day is different, I get to meet lots of interesting
people and I also get to travel.”
So, it’s very different from working on the family farm and
that’s another big draw. “I spend Sundays working with the
cows – milking and other day-to-day tasks. Because it’s so
different, I enjoy my day a week on the farm too. It’s a change
– a different pace and environment. I’m left alone to get on
with it, but I’m also working with livestock.”
It’s been a seven-year journey to where he is today. Andy
started, as all trainees do, auctioning the smaller and lower
value livestock. That was poultry for him, although he does
recall selling a ‘high value’ emu, quite early on: “It sold for
£250 – probably the highest price I saw for a bird.”
From here he progressed to selling other livestock, until he
was confident and skilled enough to sell cattle – his big passion.
“Until just recently I held the record for the top price achieved
here at Sedgemoor Auction Centre – that was 15,000 gns for a
seven-month-old pedigree dairy heifer. It’s such a buzz when
you see excellent livestock making a good price in the ring.”
Andy also enjoys the rapport that he’s built up with vendors
and buyers. “And the best days are when everyone is happy. If
buyers are pleased, they’ll come back. And sellers are the
lifeblood of the auction market, so it’s important that they’re
satisfied with what we do and the prices we realise for their
livestock. It can be a pressured job, but I thrive on a bit of
pressure and I enjoy the challenge.”
Saturday is the main auction day and Tuesday is dairy day –
typically 250 head of dairy livestock are sold by Andy and his
colleagues. “I particularly enjoy selling the calves,” he says.
“Prices vary, from between £10 and £100 for a Holstein bull
calf and up to £500 for a Charolais, and I find this interesting,
and fierce bidding for an exceptional animal is always exciting.”
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