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Bart Fokkens

Co-Founder and Patron European Centre for River Restoration

MISSION

Enhance Ecological River Restoration 

throughout

PAN - EUROPE
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RIVER RESTORATION
• Restoring natural functioning of rivers
• Large variety of measures
• Providing a framework for sustainable 

multifunctional use of rivers
• Is more than implementing EU Directives
• EU Directives are drivers for river 

restoration
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ECRR VISION
• River Restoration is eco-system based
• Ecological River Restoration is an integral

part of sustainable water management
• ECRR is connecting people and 

organizations working on river restoration 
(network / platform)

• ECRR supports development of good/best 
practices strategies of river (basin) 
restoration 
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ECRR STRATEGY
• Dissemination of Ecological River Restoration  

Information
• Establishment of River Restoration

National Centers / Networks
• Annual (collaborative) workplan

• Partnerships
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ECRR
• 1994 LIFE Joint Demonstration Project UK / DK
• 1999 Constitutional Meeting ECRR Network in DK
• International Conferences

– 1999 Silkeborg Denmark
– 2000 Wageningen Netherlands
– 2004 Zagreb Croatia
– 2008 Venice Italy
– 2013 and 2014 Vienna Austria

• 2010 – 2013 RESTORE Project
• 2015 ECRR Association and ECRR Network
• 2018/2019 Collaborative Workplan with Wetlands International 

European Association
• Ca. 2.500 subscribers ECRR 2018
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ECRR MEMBERS
• Italian RRC
• RRC UK
• Iberian RRC
• Finish Env. Agency
• Russian Inst. Water 

Management
• Env. Agency Norway
• Ukraine Inst. Water 

Management
• Polish University of Life 

Sciences

• French Agency for 
Biodiversity

• International Network of 
Basin Org. INBO

• World Fish Migration 
Foundation

• Wetlands International EAU
• STOWA
• Slovenia PM
• Romania PM
• Sweden PMECRR 2018

Annual General Members Meeting
• GMM2017 Paris, November; Hosts Agency for 

Biodiversity/ French RRC + Water Authorities
– Day 1 General Members Meeting
– Day 2 Mini-symposium and field excursions

• GMM2018 Wageningen? November? Hosts 
STOWA NL RRC, WI EUA and Water Authorities
– Day 1 General Members Meeting
– Day 2 Mini-symposium an field excursion
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