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Why a Discard Atlas

 Article 14 of the new basic regulation: 'Member States 
may produce a 'discard atlas’ showing the level of 
discards in each of the fisheries covered by the landing 
obligation'.
 June 2013: Scheveningen Directors agreed to establish a 

working group for discard mapping in the North Sea
 Ambition: 

● Document current knowledge
● Strategies to mitigate discards



Existing examples

 Discard atlas:
● Ireland 
● Belgium

 Examples: 
● “heat maps”
● Variability in time

and space?



Joint Discard Atlas Working Group

 Scientist and policy-makers from the associated Member 
States
WG decided:

● Cover all major fisheries in the North Sea
● Publicly available data source
● Clear description of procedures for getting 

information - should be reproducible
● Presentation in tabular format
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Description of area & fisheries (Ch2)

North Sea
Skagerrak

Eastern Channel

Demersal
Pelagic & Industrial



Description of data and procedures 
(Ch2 ctd)



Limitations & issues of the data (Ch2 ctd)

 STECF: overall, discards information in the North Sea is 
of good quality with broad coverage, so the main 
patterns can be considered accurate

However, caution for outliers (e.g. due to low landings, 
low sampling coverage)

 Differences in ICES vs. STECF data



Quota, landings and discards (Ch3)

Proportion of the discard estimate derived from actual data (%DQ)
< 33% based on actual data (i.e. mainly based on ‘borrowed’ data)

33-66% based on actual data

> 66% based on actual data

Information by:
 Species
 Area
 Country
 Gear



Mitigation measures for discards (Ch4)

 Generic measures for managing discards
 Drivers and incentives for discarding
 Cod avoidance measures & effectiveness

 Other possible measures (under a landing obligation)
● Quota management
● Spatial measures
● Allow discarding for species with high survival



Where to find the discard atlas

 http://edepot.wur.nl/315708

 ruben.verkempynck@wur.nl

http://edepot.wur.nl/315708
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