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The town of Wageningen lies inland on 
the lower Rhine near Arnhem. It is the 
seat of the Dutch Agricultural Univer­
sity and of many institutes concerned 
with agricultural science, including the 
Centre for Agricultural Publishing and 
Documentation (Pudoc). Jan Kops 
House holds the University Library and 
Pudoc, thus bringing together most of 
Wageningen's expertise in information 
handling under one roof. 
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Situation for visitors: 
Jan Kops House 
General Foulkesweg 19, Wageningen 

There are bus services linking 
Wageningen with the railway stations: 
Ede - Wageningen railway station lines 
83 and 84 
Arnhem railway station lines 50, 80 and 
81 

Central Library 
Postal address: P.O. Box 9100 
6700 HA Wageningen 
Telephone 08370-84440; 
international 31-8370-84440 
Telex 45015 bluwg 
Librarian: drs. J. M. Schippers 

Pudoc 
Postal address: P.O. Box 4 
6700 AA Wageningen 
Telephone 08370-84540; 
international 31-8370-84540 
Telex 45015 bluwg 
Director: drs. J. M. Schippers 
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Preface 

In 1984, Pudoc Bulletin, a quarterly bibliography of 
Duteh agricultural research ceased publication. 
In the last issue, we announced that it would be suc­
ceeded by KOPSIANA. 
KOPSIANA will be a serial bulletin at least once a year 
and preferably twice a year, with information about the 
work of Pudoc and the Library of the Agricultural Uni­
versity. It will give news on developments in handling 
of agricultural information in the Netherlands. 

The first issue is being sent also to all subscribers of Pu­
doc Bulletin. If you want to receive KOPSIANA in the 
future, please complete and return the order form en­
closed in this issue. 

Drs H. Slijkhuis, 
editor 
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Jan Kops House: 
The national centre for 
agricultural information 

The beautiful building in Wageningen called the Jan 
Kops House is of great significance for agricultural sci­
ences. Opened in 19X2. it accommodates the two major 
Dutch institutions processing information about agri­
cultural sciences: the Library of the Agricultural Uni­
versity and the Centre for Agricultural Publishing and 
Documentation (Pudoc). Together, these institutions 
gather, process and disseminate agricultural informa­
tion in many ways. Jan Kops House is the name of the 
building, not of the resident institutions. The Univer­
sity Library and Pudoc are still two distinct organiza­
tions. Pudoc falls under the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, and the University Library under the Agri­
cultural University. The two institutions have worked 
together since Pudoc's inception. Now they have a 
common management and share some computer serv­
ices. Cooperation and joint action are growing. 

The University Library The Library of the Agricultural University is primarily 
an academic library. From its inception it has also been 
the Dutch library for agricultural science. It is not an 
independant institution with its own policy. Its collec­
tions have been built up and administered for agricultu­
ral education and research. Agricultural education be­
gan in 1873 as a department of Wageningen's Second­
ary School, but soon gained independence in 1876 as 
the National School of Agriculture associated with the 
first National Agricultural Research Station. The 
school expanded into the National College for Agricul­
ture. Horticulture and Forestry in 1904 and became the 
Agricultural University in 1918. The developing library 
was intimately associated with the growing educational 
function. Since World War II. the Agricultural Univer­
sity has grown out of all recognition with its work in sci­
entific education and research. Originally agricultural 



research and education were integral functions of one 
organization. Over the years, they have differentiated 
and part of the research has moved into separate insti­
tutions, some highly specialised. However the Library 
retained its general supportive role. As the founders of 
1873 and 1876envisaged, the Library of the School of 
Agriculture has developed into a national agricultural 
library. It is the centre of the national library network, 
linking together agricultural research and education. 
With its total collection of 7(H) IHK) to 800 000 volumes. 
the Agricultural University Library is among the 5 to 10 
largest agricultural libraries in the world. 

Pudoc The Centre for Agricultural Publishing and Docu­
mentation ( Pudoc) is one of 24 institutions adminis­
tered by the Agricultural Research Division of the Ne­
therlands Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Pudoc 
assists the other institutions by providing bibliographic 
data, by reviewing the literature, and by editing, print­
ing or publishing scientific articles, reports, journals 
and books. Its staff assist in courses on the handling of 
scientific information. Pudoc also does some research 


