Minister won’t apologize
to Q fever victims

The perfect cookies and
the crispiest chicken

‘Go ahead and
hang out the ﬂag’

‘Admitting the mistakes would give patients moral support.’ | p.9 |

Physicist Erik van der Linden publishes
book on science-based cooking. | p.20 |

General relief at reversal of nature budget
cuts. | p.22 |
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Goodbye studies, goodbye room, goodbye student life
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labour of love

>> RON + DESIGNING GARDENS
Ron Anbergen, fruit researcher at PPO Randwijk

‘I like colour and depth’
He is a miracle worker in a garden. Small
gardens like this one, belonging to friends
in Elst. Ron Anbergen designs and plants
them. What he likes best is colour, variation and perennial plants. ‘And as little
hard surface as possible.’ None of your
modern minimalist business for him
then. He designs gardens for friends,
family, colleagues and neighbours. With
sensory experience and contrast as key
concepts. And no garden is too small for
RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
that.
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So why did Resource host the annual conference for the editors of higher education magazines at the end of April? And why did we ask NRC Next editor-in-chief
Rob Wijnberg to open the conference for us?
Why questions are the only ones that interest Wijnberg. Not the classic journalist’s questions: who, what, where, when... but why now, why here, why him and
why not someone else? For Wijnberg, the context is more interesting than the
hard news that you can get online or on teletext.
‘We try not to focus on the news itself because it often doesn’t tell you much of
interest’, he explained. ‘But if you tell me why I need to know something, then
I’ll put it on the front page.’ According to Wijnberg, the end of communism – a
pretty far-reaching development after all – would never have made the front
pages without a concrete event like the breaking down of the Berlin wall. He is
right: people who only look at the news on websites will never get a grasp of
what’s really going on in the world.
Newspapers are having a hard time of it but I think NRC Next is making a shrewd
choice. Commentary and analysis are going to be the only way the paper media
can distinguish themselves from the online ones.
Gaby van Caulil

>> The fastest university in Holland! Wageningen
wins the Batavieren race at last. Page 25
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Wageningen UR is considering giving Bachelor’s students who don’t
get enough credits in their ﬁrst year
a binding recommendation to stop
their studies. This plan is among
the performance agreements the
university sent to the Ministry of
Education at the start of May.
The university is making a proviso: slow students will be able to
continue studying at Wageningen
UR if they invest in improving their
study skills and respond well to supervision by a study adviser. The
university does not feel a recommendation based purely on the
number of credits is acceptable.
The performance agreements
are an initiative by the state secretary, Halbe Zijlstra. He wants 7 percent of higher education funding
(and ultimately 20 percent) to be
determined by the performance of
applied and academic universities.
The idea is that they should improve teaching quality and reduce
the drop-out rate.
Wageningen’s performance
agreements include a promise that
75 percent of Bachelor’s students
starting in 2012 will get their de-

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

ð %LJLPSURYHPHQWQHHGHGLQ
SURSRUWLRQRIVWXGHQWV
JUDGXDWLQJ
ð 6WXGHQW&RXQFLOFDOOV
PHDVXUHVèUHDOLVWLFé

7DUJHWSHUFHQWRIWKHVWXGHQWVKDYHDŊUVWGHJUHHE\

gree within four years. At present,
that ratio is 62 percent. The university plans to achieve this target by
offering ﬁrst-year students study
skills courses. This training will be
compulsory for slow students. Students will also get more hours of
contact with staff and more interim tests in the ﬁrst term so that
they get into the habit of studying
right from the start.
NONSENSE
Student Council VeSte is reasonably pleased with the university’s
plans. ‘We oppose a binding study
recommendation but we are prepared to discuss the option in

combination with a study skills
course and permanent investments in study advisers,’ says
council member Sanne Mirck.
Mirck says the target of 75 percent for the graduation/enrolment
ratio is realistic. ‘The slow student
ﬁne has already led to a change in
attitude among ﬁrst years. Finishing your degree within the ofﬁcial
time period is becoming the norm.
If the university also invests in study advisers and courses for improving study skills, then VeSte is conﬁdent 75 percent is attainable.’ She
does foresee students having less
time for personal development outside their studies, which Mirck

thinks is a shame. ‘A university
education is about more than just
studying. But the government unfortunately sees things differently.’
Pim Brascamp, Director of the
Educational Institute, says the
applied and academic universities
will still have to keep to the performance agreements even though
the government has fallen. ‘All the
parties support an improvement in
the graduation/enrolment ratio.
Even if we think it’s nonsense, I
am assuming a new cabinet will
take the same view as the outgoing
cabinet. These agreements will be
implemented in full.’ LvdN

:85&281&,/:$1765(35(6(17$7,9(21683(59,625<%2$5'
ð :85FRXQFLOZDQWVPRUHLQŋX
HQFHRYHU6XSHUYLVRU\%RDUG
ð 6HOHFWLRQSURFHVVKDVEHJXQ

Wageningen UR’s overall consultative body, the WUR council, wants
to propose a candidate for the organization’s Supervisory Board. A
legal change in 2010 makes this
possible. The council hopes the

move will help it to get its views
heard more effectively. Having a
board member ‘of its own’ should
help to improve the communication between the WUR Council
and the Supervisory Board, explains chair Cees van Dijk. ‘What
we see at the moment is that the
Supervisory Board mainly just consults the Executive Board. Ofﬁcially it is supposed to consult the
WUR Council twice a year but we

are not very satisﬁed with these
consultations.’
The role of the Supervisory
Board is precisely to keep an eye
on the management. Three Supervisory Board members are due to
step down next September. One of
them is Laurent van Depoele, lecturer in European Studies at the
Catholic University of Leuven. He
was ‘member with the particular
conﬁdence of the participation

council’. Thanks to the change in
the law regarding higher education,
the WUR council is now allowed to
propose his successor to the minister of EL&I.
Intake interviews have already
begun, says Van Dijk. He declines
to name names but says the candidates have to be approachable, to
be familiar with the university
world, and to have an eye for the
WUR Council’s position. RR
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The Pherobank lab which develops
pheromones with which to trap
harmful insects has broken off
from Plant Research International.
Researchers Frans Griepink and
Henk Swarts will direct the new

company, Pherobank bv. The business cards are ready.
It is about time to become
independent, says Griepink. ‘Our
hands were tied in many ways
within Wageningen UR. Before we
could handle an order we ﬁrst had
to run around collecting signatures.
It was too slow-moving. What is
more, we had earned money over
the past few years but we were not
free to invest it the way we thought
best.’ So in consultation with the

management of the Plant Sciences
Group, a decision was taken to privatize Pherobank.
Pherobank has developed lures
for as many as 200 insect species.
These are dispatched in dispensers which release the aromas
slowly. So the services provided by
Griepink and Swarts reach many
corners of the globe. ‘We are good
at difﬁcult pheromones and have
very few competitors in this area.
The combination of organic che-

mistry and entomology is pretty
unique in the world.’
Wageningen UR’s StartLife
Foundation has provided the new
company with advice and a loan.
Arrangements have also been
made for Pherobank to take over
the expensive analysis equipment
at the lab. Pherobank will remain
in Radix for the time being, but
will be moving in due course to
cheaper and more spacious premises. $6

LQEULHI
1R6WXGHQW&RXQFLOHOHFWLRQV
There will be no elections this year for
the Wageningen Student Council. Pulse
was unable to ﬁeld any candidates and
will therefore be losing its three seats in
the Student Council. VeSte has 11 candidates and there is also one independent
candidate, which is just the right number
to ﬁll the 12 seats available. So no elections are needed. In fact, it was uncertain
whether there would even be enough
Student Council members. Council member Rik Martens: ‘Some candidates dropped out because of the slow student ﬁne.
Hardly any of the current candidates are
behind with their studies.’ He thinks it is
a shame that there will not be an election. ‘A high turnout is a sign that you really do represent the students.’ 10

/DEPDWHULDOVIRU1RUWK.RUHD
A machine for making ice, PCR apparatus
for DNA research, a sterile ﬂow cabinet,
an autoclave and chemicals. These are
some of the things being transported in
the sea container that left Wageningen
en route for North Korea on 27 April. The
shipment is part of a potato project funded by the EU and headed by the
researcher Maarten Jongsma.
Most of the EU money is going

on training the North Korean researchers
in Wageningen but there is also 60,000
euros available for improving the Korean
agricultural research institute’s outdated
lab. It took Jongsma around seven
months to do the paperwork for the shipment. $6

$ZDUGIRU7\SLFDO'XWFK
The Typical Dutch column in Resource
has won second prize in the competition
for best column in a higher education
magazine. In this column, foreign students and staﬀ at Wageningen UR wonder at typical Dutch customs and habits.
The students and staﬀ write the texts
themselves, often with perceptive observations, while illustrator Henk van Ruitenbeek adds a colourful cartoon. The
ﬁrst prize went to EM, Erasmus University’s magazine. The prizes were handed
out on 26 April in the Forum during the
annual conference for higher education
magazines. Resource hosted this year’s
conference, which was attended by more
than 100 reporters and editors. 5.

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ

+HGZLJHSROGHU7DNH

In 2005, the Netherlands and the Flanders region of Belgium agreed to give the 300 hectare Hedwige polder in Zeeland back to the sea. The idea was to make up for the loss
of saline nature areas caused by the dredging of the Westerschelde estuary in order to keep Antwerp harbour accessible to large ships. I wrote about this in a previous column.
A deal is a deal, you might think. But nothing is further
from the truth. Alternatives are now being thought up and
designed. We are now ﬁve cabinet decisions further down
the line and we still seem to be far from breaking the impasse. The disastrous ﬂood of 1953, the polder’s role in
feeding the world, Zeeland’s right to make its own decisions… no stone is unturned in the search for arguments.
But the European Commission has run out of patience. It
sees a solution in Henk Bleker’s latest plan, a partial return of the polder to the sea. But there is strong criticism
of this plan too. ‘Not a drop of water in the Hedwige’, declares PVV MP Richard de Mos. And: ‘If necessary I will lie
down on the dike in front of the diggers myself.’ A real government crisis was looming but before it could become a
reality the cabinet fell through the failure of its coalition
negotiations.
So what now? Nobody knows. One after another, they have
got bogged down in the heavy Zeeland clay. Duchess
Hedwige de Ligne, wife of Engelbert IX, Duke of Arenberg,
lived just over a century ago. I think she is looking on from
above in astonishment. And I would suggest that the people of Zeeland keep their eyes skinned. If they see De Most
lying down at the foot of the dike, they will know that the
bulldozers are on their way. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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all the functionality of a standard
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staff pass: free coffee and copying
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facilities.
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A hacker calling himself ‘Przewalski Horse’ sent the Resource editorial staff an unusual message a few
weeks ago: apparently he had managed to adapt a public transport
smart card so that it could be used
in the drinks vending machines
and photocopiers on the Wageningen campus. After an exchange of
e-mails - the student insists on
remaining anonymous - he sent
some clips proving that the card
works (see the Resource website).
He also explains his motive: to
show how ‘easy’ it is to crack
Wageningen UR’s system. In the
end he sends Resource the ultimate proof: the hacked public
transport card. It does indeed have

Clever work, say Tom van Balen
and René de Koster. The acting security manager and IT specialist
studied the card on the request of
the editors to see whether Przewalski Horse really had managed to
break Wageningen UR’s card system. The answer is yes. The hacker
has managed to copy the data on a
staff pass and transfer this information to a public transport smart
card. ‘We knew this was theoretically possible but this is the ﬁrst
time we have seen it done in practice’, says Van Balen. He recalls
how a Nijmegen student managed
to crack the public transport smart
card a few years ago. The card contains NXP’s so-called Myfare chip,
which is also in the Wageningen
passes. ‘We have known ever since

then that the cards can in principle
be copied.’ He says the reason the
passes have not been replaced is a
simple assessment of the risks.
‘Copying costs a lot of time and
energy while the rewards are relatively low: free coffee and copying facilities. If you go one step further,
for example by starting a trade in
copied passes, alarm bells will
soon go off in the ﬁnancial department when they see one pass being
used so intensively. They will then
block that pass.’
%/2&.('
‘A day’s work’, mails Przewalski
Horse in answer to our inquiries.
‘You need some equipment, a reader that can be bought for a couple
of tenners. All the instructions you
need are on the Internet.’ He saw it
primarily as a challenge. ‘Just to
see whether it can be done.’ But
there is still the burning question
of whose pass he actually copied.

‘Lecturers sometimes leave a pass
lying around. Some students just
pocket them but I hand them back
nicely. Although not without ﬁrst
“studying” the pass...’
The IT specialists say that is
perhaps the most important lesson: staff are often careless with
their passes, not realizing that they
are creating a security risk. This
particular lecturer is now wise to
this: his or her pass has been permanently blocked. No other measures have been taken. ‘Our risk
assessment remains unchanged’,
concludes De Koster. But they are
pleased that Przewalski Horse did
not tinker with the pass for personal gain. Because of this, the security manager does not view the hacking as a criminal offence. ‘We have learned from this too.’ 5*

6WLOOVIURPWKHKDFNHUéVŊOPFOLS

21(:25/':((.&(/(%5$7,1*,17(51$7,21$/,=$7,21
ð 1HZIHVWLYDODFURVVEHWZHHQ
:H'D\DQGWKH$,'

Student societies and staff of Wageningen UR are organizing ‘One
World Week’ between 14 and 17
May, to celebrate the university’s
international character.

This is the ﬁrst time they have
joined forces for an event of this
kind. All sorts of activities will be
run in the Forum and at the various students clubs, ranging from
lectures to a pub quizz to salsa
classes.
All the activities are accessible
to both students and staff. ‘It is
meant to be a cross between the

WeDay and the AID’, says instigator Astrid van den Heuvel, policymaker at Education and Research.
Van den Heuvel copied the idea
from the University of Warwick in
England, which has been running
a One World Week for years. ‘It is
so nice.’ She has great expectations of the Week. ‘With 29,000 students, Warwick is a lot bigger than

Wageningen. And their event is
sponsored by companies. That developed over the years. But it could
grow into something big here too.’
The whole One World Week programme can be found on the intraLvdN
net and on Facebook.
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The new caterer for Wageningen
UR has been announced. As of 16
July Cormet Catering will be replacing Albron. The new caterer got
the best results in the tender procedure and scored highest in a tasting evaluation by students and
staff. ‘Cormet really stood out’,
says Annemarie de Vries from Facility Services. Cormet will be responsible for the catering at all the
VHL, WU and DLO locations that
already have a canteen. Only Orion
and the Leeuwenborch building
will have their own separate caterer.
It is difﬁcult to say in advance
what the assortment and prices

‘IT IS NICER
TO HAVE
THEM READ’

will be in the new canteens. Each
location will get its own speciﬁc
menu. De Vries says only one thing
really matters: how satisﬁed the
customers are. One ﬁrm criterion
is that people eating in the
canteens must give the caterer a
score of at least 6.1. That is why an
outside organization is currently
carrying out a baseline measurement.
Cormet specializes in catering
for the education sector. The company has been doing the catering
for the Arnhem and Nijmegen applied science university since 2010,
where it also replaced Albron. The
university’s magazine, Sensor,
wrote: ‘Everyone was less satisﬁed
with Albron’s canteens than with
Cormet’s, mainly because of the
prices for the luxury products.’
And ‘Cormet offers a wide selection of mid-range products, so in
general you end up paying less.’

Four metres of books – that must create
some space?
‘There are still plenty left, I can tell you. I
must have three times that many books. At
least there should now be space for them all
on the shelves.’

Are there some special books among them?

Frank van Zomeren, one of Cormet’s directors, explains: ‘We are
able to reduce prices by increasing
the volume.’ In addition, Wageningen UR is no longer demanding
rent in the current construction
which will probably make prices
lower than at present.
&+,1(6(
It is not yet clear whether the Chinese in Forum will be able to stay
but Van Zomeren says he is happy
to collaborate with such parties.
Van Zomeren is also open to input
when it comes to sustainability.
‘We aim to lead the ﬁeld in that
area. I am explicitly inviting students with good ideas to come to
us. Then we will be able to extend
the proportion of fair trade and organic products. There is no place
better suited to such experiments
than Wageningen.’ 10

PHOTO: IVELIN ALEKSANDROV

ð +LJKHUHGXFDWLRQVSHFLDOLVW
FDWHUHUèUHDOO\VWRRGRXWé
ð 3ULFHVZLOOSUREDEO\FRPH
GRZQ

&RUPHWEUHDGUROOVDW6D[LRQ8QLYHUVLW\

QUOTE
‘I get a lot of pleasure from my vegetable garden, but it is
just a hobby really. That is how I see urban agriculture too.’
Peter Smeets of Alterra thinks large-scale agroparks are the way to go
(Trouw, 7 May).

.,72

‘There is ex-minister of Finance Vondeling’s dissertation, for example. And there
are books by my father, who was a professor
here too. The library gets ﬁrst pick. What is
left is for anyone who is interested.’

Why are you giving them away, actually?
‘I am 84. At some point you stop reading
new things. For example, I’ve got a brand
new book by Tinbergen here. It’s been sitting there for 40 years and I have never got
round to it.’

:KR"Emeritus professor
Anne van den Ban
:KDW"Giving 4 metres of
textbooks away
:KHUH"The
Leeuwenborch library

Is it hard to say goodbye to them?
‘Not at all. It is nicer to know that they will
be read for once. Actually, everyone who retires should consider passing on their
5.
books.’

$K7KHSHUIHFWWZRWRQHFXVWDUG
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Algae are in. They have potential
for use in nutritional supplements,
biofuels, chemicals and bioplastics. And with more than 20 PhD
researchers and its AlgaePARC,
Wageningen UR is making its
mark in international algae
research. Maria Barbosa, a researcher at Biobased Products, has
her hands full. She leads the algae
research project together with Professor Rene Wijffels of Bioprocess
Engineering. Having previously received grants from the ministry of
EL&I, they recently obtained 9 million euros from the EU for the
SPLASH research programme.
The aim of the programme is to
make plastics from algae. The researchers have their eye on the Botryococcus alga, which produces
long carbon chains that are good
for making plastics. But the disadvantage of this alga is that it grows
slowly. SPLASH aims to identify
the genes in Botryococcus which
produce the long carbon chains
and sugars, and then incorporate
them into fast-growing algae.
The next question is, how do
you obtain the raw material needed for plastics from the algae?
Currently, the algae die before the

5HVHDUFKHU0DULD%DUERVDDW$OJDH3$5&ZKLFKLVWRUHFHLYHDQHZUHDFWRUWKDQNVWR(8IXQGLQJ

essential substances are extracted,
so you need a constant fresh supply of algae. This is a circuitous
process. Barbosa wants to extract
the essential substances from live
algae. This kind of algae ‘milking’
has been the subject of study in
Wageningen for some time, but so
far without success. With a machine supplied by technology company PDX, the researchers hope that
they will be able to extract the
carbon chains from living algae
cells.
AlgaPARC (Algae Production
and Research Centre) will also be

expanded with a new panel reactor
for algae cultivation. This will be
provided by project partner Paques, a water technology company
in Friesland. The Danish company
Biotopic will install an algae reactor in Spain to produce the required biomass. While most of
Wageningen UR’s expertise partners – such as Cambridge, Bielefeld and Munster – are from
Northern Europe, Barbosa plans to
locate the production of algae in
Southern Europe because the conditions there are more favourable
for algae growth. This makes the

University of Huelva in Spain a project partner too.
With a contribution of 3.5 million euros, project leader Wageningen UR is receiving the largest
sum from the total project budget
of 12.5 million euros. Besides the
university and Food & Biobased
Research, Plant Research International has also been granted funding for genetic research on the
alga. ‘We are now going to investigate whether the production of
bioplastics from algae is technically and economically feasible,’
says Barbosa. $6

678'(17638%/,6+21)/$6+<,'($
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The Wageningen students who
were beaten in the preliminary
round of the iGem design competition for new organisms were
deeply disappointed. But they can
console themselves with the fact
that their invention will be publis-

hed in the online academic journal
PLoS ONE.
The students used a growth cell
to make a colony of bacteria that
emit a ﬂashing light. The publication is about the growth cell that
the students designed themselves
for breeding and studying bacteria
in a controlled environment. The
cell is a cheap alternative to the
equipment biologists usually use
for this purpose. The design looks
somewhat like a plastic brick with

two chambers inside it. The bacteria are grown in the upper chamber, while the lower chamber has a
nutrient solution. A porous membrane allows nutrients through but
stops the bacteria from spreading.
The students used their growth
cell to create ‘ﬂashing’ bacteria by
getting them alternately to produce and to break down light-emitting proteins. The team hopes to
publish an account of this process
too.

The students look back with
satisfaction on their participation
in the contest. ‘It was a fantastic
experience,’ says Brendan
Ryback. ‘It was the complete
scientiﬁc process condensed into
a few months.’
Their supervisor, Mark van
Passel is full of praise for the students, who sometimes worked in
the lab for about seventy hours a
week. RR
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Second generation biofuels are much
more sustainable than the fuels produced
from conventional crops such as rapeseed
and sugar beet. This claim is made by Sander de Vries, who compared the energy
and environmental scores of cultivation
systems in the German federal state of
Brandenburg. Sander de Vries obtained
his PhD degree on 20 April from Martin
van Ittersum, Professor holding a personal chair, and Professor Ken Giller, both
attached to the Plant Production Systems
Group.
Biofuels such as biodiesel and ethanol
are currently largely produced from rapeseed and sugar beets, crops which produce either oil or sugar. These ingredients
are relatively easy to convert into fuel, but
they have two disadvantages: the yield is
relatively low and they compete with food
crops.
$/7(51$7,9(
These problems can be solved by making

biofuel by a different method, based on
cellulose. Cellulose is a substance found
in most woody plants, which means many
more plant species could be used for producing biodiesel and ethanol. Elephant
grass appears to be a particularly good
alternative to food crops, De Vries discovered.
One hectare of elephant grass (Miscanthus) can produce 90 gigajoules of biodiesel or 71 gigajoules of ethanol, while a
hectare of sugar beet or rapeseed produce
51 and 32 gigajoules respectively. Unlike
food crops, processing grass requires
hardly any fossil energy and has a more
favourable CO2 score. The second generation of fuel crops also require less artiﬁcial fertilizer than the food crops, generate
smaller amounts of greenhouse gases and
thrive on marginal land, therefore competing less with food crops.
However, the production of biofuels
from elephant grass is not yet cost-effective, says De Vries. This is largely because
the method of converting ﬁbre into biofuel has not yet been optimized. De Vries
had proven in earlier research that tropical crops such as oil palm and sugarcane
score much better environmentally and
energy-wise than food crops in temperate
regions. $6

9,6,21ǉǉ
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+HDOWKDQG6RFLHW\
‘It took a long time before the government went into
action to halt the spread of Q fever in the Netherlands. And that is what bothers the patients most.
After all, it is the government’s task to warn people
about such health risks and take steps against
them. That is why they think the government owes
them a gesture. People cannot do anything about
their illness, it is just something that happened to
them and it is hard for patients to come to terms
with it. So it would be good if the ex-ministers concerned now admitted that they took action too late.
Such an acknowledgment does not help the patient
physically but it is a bit of moral support, as ombudsman Alex Brenninkmeijer says. And he has a
point.
‘But in these kinds of cases the government is always cautious because who should you blame? You
soon end up with a discussion about whether the
government was negligent. The minister carries the
political responsibility but can only make a decision
once there is a diagnosis and a reliable assessment
of the health problem. As I understand it, the Q fever
bacterium was discovered purely by chance in healthy people with ﬂu-like symptoms. Then it gradually
became clear that the strain of Q fever that affected
goats can be transmitted to humans and makes
them very ill. Knowledge about the bird ﬂu was developed in a similar way. With the knowledge we
have now, the alarm bells go off as soon as a test
comes out positive. It took a while before the disease
was identiﬁed but does that constitute negligence? I
am not a lawyer and a verdict on the government
was already reached two years ago by the commission led by my fellow professor Gert van Dijk.’ $6

352326,7,21
The lengths of coﬀee and tea breaks are
proportional to the success of scientifc
research
Tran Thi Tuyet Hoa, PhD graduation on 27 April 2012
(OHSKDQWJUDVVHQHUJ\FURSRIWKHIXWXUH"
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Picture the scene of a crime: a body
lying there and blood splatters. But
is it really blood? And if so, does it
come from that body? And how
long has it been lying there? At
present, such questions ultimately
have to be solved in the lab. But
there is an alternative. In future
the ofﬁcer on duty will simply pull
his hyperspectral camera out of his
bag, take a couple of pictures, upload the information online and
get all the answers instantaneously, without even having to touch
the blood.
This scenario is still some way
off but it is not science ﬁction. The
technology is there. The principle
works, says Saskia van Ruth of Rikilt. She took part in research by
PhD student Gerda Edelman at the
AMC teaching hospital in Amsterdam on using near-infrared spectroscopy to analyse blood splatters.
Chemical methods for identifying blood have been available for
a long time but they all have one
big drawback: you have to take
samples. Analysing the samples is
lab work and that costs time. Spectroscopic analyses do not have that
drawback. Visible light can be
used to identify blood splatters on

,QIUDUHGWHFKQRORJ\PDNHVFULPHVFHQHLQYHVWLJDWLRQPRUHHŌFLHQW

a light background but that method does not work for a dark
background as dark colours absorb too much light themselves.
32:(5)8/:($321
The analyses by Rikilt/AMC show
that infrared light does not have
that drawback. Focusing on a certain part of the infrared range
(1150-2500 nm) enables the surface the bloodstain is on to be ﬁltered out. It is then possible to distinguish between blood and e.g.

wine, lipstick, ketchup or coffee
with one hundred percent conﬁdence.
But infrared technology can do
more than that, as it allows fairly
accurate estimates of how old the
blood is. That is because the
blood’s chemical composition
changes over time. The oxyhaemoglobin in the blood oxidizes in the
air. This change can be traced
clearly using near-infrared light up
to at least two months after the
blood was spilt. In theory this

means the police have a powerful
new weapon but in practice there
is some way to go. Van Ruth: ‘This
is the scientiﬁc proof, the proof of
principle. The method is feasible.’
But it is not available for use
straightaway; much more research
is needed ﬁrst. For example, does
the method work on a perpetrator
or victim who smokes or is on medication? And what effect do light,
air and humidity have on spilt
blood? 5.

7(67)25%/8(ɺ*5((1$/*$(,1$'(48$7(
ð 'RJGLHGRIEOXHJUHHQDOJDH
SRLVRQLQJ
ð è&KHFNIRUSUHVHQFHRIDOJDH
RQWKHEHGWRRé

The testing of swimming water for
blue-green algae should be stepped up. The current method overlooks dangerous toxins. This warning is issued by Wageningen
blue-green algae experts in the scientiﬁc journal Toxicon. The warning follows an investigation into
the death of a golden retriever last

year. The dog appeared to have
succumbed to anatoxin-a, a toxin
produced by blue-green algae
which is not tested for in the Netherlands. The dog had swum in
the IJmeer, a large lake near Amsterdam.
The standard procedure in the
Netherlands is to screen swimming water for ﬁve species of bluegreen algae (cyanobacteria). These
are species which live in water or
form ﬂoating layers on the surface.
These tests do not check for benthic blue-green algae species
which live in the soil. This is

wrong, says PhD candidate and
blue-green algae researcher Els
Faassen of the Aquatic Ecology and
Water Quality Management Group.
The dead dog proves her point.
The dog died last May, several
hours after swimming in the
IJmeer. The symptoms were typical
of those caused by the blue-green
algae toxin anatoxin-a. Faassen’s
team proved that the toxin was present in the stomach of the dog and
in blue-green algae samples taken
from beaches of the IJmeer. According to Faassen, this is the ﬁrst
time it has been proven in the Ne-

therlands that a dog died from
anatoxin-a poisoning.
Anatoxin-a is also harmful to
humans. But Faassen says there is
no reason for panic. To date, high
concentrations of the toxin have
only been found in the IJmeer,
where it is produced by benthic
species. ‘The blue-green algae
form a mat-like structure in the
soil. The chances of them getting
into humans are not very big.’ But
there is cause for concern. And for
a revision of current monitoring
protocols for blue-green algae, says
Faassen. 5.

RESOURCE — 10 May 2012

(5(6SLQGG



discussion << 11
FRORSKRQ

ǋǋ5(6285&(:851/
'LG9RONHUWYDQGHU*UDDIOLYHLQ:DJHQLQJHQRU
GLGQéWKH"$UH.69PHPEHUVDOOWRRIDW",VLW2.
IRUDVWXGHQWZLWKEHDXW\DQGEUDLQVWRZRUNDVD
SKRWRPRGHO",WZDVDSUHWW\PRUDOLVWLFURXQGRI
FRPPHQWVWKLVSDVWZHHNRQUHVRXUFHZXUQO

*RWVRPHWKLQJWRVD\WRR"Email your views to resource@wur.nl.

:$*(1,1*(181'(5),5(,10$<ǁƿƿǁ
Resource looked back ten years after the murder of
Pim Fortuyn. What was the impact on Wageningen –
where killer Van der Graaf had studied and lived?
The article provoked a lot of response from selfappointed fact ﬁnders. ‘Volkert vd G. lived in Harderwijk’, writes (OOHQ. &RULQHYDQ+XLVVWHGHQ is adamant
that Volkert only sub-rented a room at Droef. ‘He
lived at the Haarweg, in the middle building on the
ground ﬂoor.’ When journalists got no joy at the
Haarweg they shifted their focus. ‘To Droef, which ﬁtted the stereotype better of course.’
But 0RUULV remembers Van der Graaf from the Van
Uvenweg. ‘I sometimes used to see him tinkering
with his old Kadett on the pavement. After that he
moved to Harderwijk. Incidentally, the neighbours
called him ‘the little homo’.

29(5:(,*+7$7.69
The balcony at KSV student society has been shored up
with posts. Just to be on the safe side, says the board.
But 6WXGHQW$has a diﬀerent take on this. ‘Most KSV
members are overweight, and if they start jumping
up and down on that balcony on 5 May it could end
badly’, he suggests provocatively. But 0 0 hits
back. ‘KSV came 56th in the Batavieren Race, so they
cannot be so badly overweight.’ Then 39 weighs in:
so in fact what is needed is more serious boozing at
KSV. -+ wonders whether KSV will
now ﬁnally start looking for a new
clubhouse. Stories about disintegrating concrete in the building have
been circulating for years.

:20$1678'(172)7+(<($5

678'(176$5(675(66('
Two issues ago, Resource published an article on stress
among students. Stress is the new norm: everybody
has it these days.
&ODLUH must have been too stressed out from her studies to react until now. As a part-time student she has
been paying her own way through university, with a
job on the side. She thinks Dutch students are spoiled
and lazy. ‘Stress is part of life. If you want to do a
Master’s, then don’t whinge but do your level best
and be prepared to work damn hard.’
But 6SRLOHGDQG/D]\ isn’t going to take this lying
down. This student of Biology works
‘full days in the lab and I also work
in a catering outlet for a pittance. I
ﬁnd it hard to make ends meet, I
have to borrow and I get minimal
support from my parents.’ The sting
is in the tail: ‘So Claire, look a bit
further than the end of your turned up nose.’
Want to pitch in to any of these debates? Go to
resource.wur.nl
ILLUSTRATIE: ESTHER BROUWER

A remarkable combination: a talented PhD
student who enters a beauty contest for students.
The Bulgarian Tanya doesn’t have a problem
with it.

But the reactions are not all positive. Jan thinks she
(or the article?) is ‘ugly as hell’. (TXDOSD\ thinks the
WUR should pay its PhD researchers better; then
Tanya wouldn’t need to do this work on the side.
3DW%RUODDJGDQ thinks Tanya is gorgeous and clever…
a very rare combination in his view. But then here
comes our killjoy 7DPP\ with a ﬁne distinction.
‘There are plenty of beautiful, brainy women out
there. But a beautiful woman that’s brainy and willing
to strut around in hooker-like attire, now THAT’S a
rare combination.’
+- is quick on the draw. On the Wageningen campus
at least, he notes a deﬁnite negative correlation
between beauty and brains. ‘Perhaps there the causation for the vile commentary displayed here can be
found.’

Resource is the magazine and news website for students and staﬀ at Wageningen
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Exams and dirty
nappies
Normal life is turned upside down for students who get pregnant. Not only
do they have to withdraw from the student life they have got used to, but
also the organizations they have to deal with can be unhelpful and unclear.
‘I don’t know why they have to make life so diﬃcult for us.’
text: Linda van der Nat / photos: Guy Ackermans

E

very year 20 to 30 Wageningen students have a
baby. Some of the new mothers are young girls
who are still in the swing of student life. It’s a
tough call for them. They exchange the carefree
student life for dirty nappies, chronic shortage
of sleep and a lot of responsibility. There are also practical problems related to their studies and to
housing. Just as an example: student housing provider
Idealis expects pregnant students to get out of their
rooms, says Vera van Dam (29). By law, these rooms are for
one person, ‘and yet a baby does not make you an urgent
case for the Housing Association. You just get told, move
back in with your parents.’
Vera is one of the members of the recently launched
platform for young student parents. The platform’s aims
are to exchange experiences and also to defend the interests of young parents to organizations such as the municipal council, Idealis and the university. Because there is
often a lack of clarity there as well. Vera: ‘The deans do not
all give the same advice. One will advise you to abandon
your degree course, while another will tell you that some
kind of ﬁnancial support can be arranged.’
CONFUSION
Student dean Marc Uijland understands the students’
confusion. ‘You have the policy on the one hand and the
personal involvement of the dean on the other. Each student’s case is different so you need to approach it differently too.’ However, he says there is a clear policy for students who report that they are pregnant. ‘Our advice is always: stop your studies in good time. Having a baby is a
life-changing event and there is very little chance that you

can just carry on with your studies straightaway. And then
it’s a waste of money if you have already registered.’ Besides this message, a dean should always inform the student about funding possibilities, says Uijland.
Nevertheless, the deans are well aware that housing
and childcare often pose big problems for student parents. For this reason, they responded with interest to the
appeal from the platform. Uijland: ‘We aim to keep the obstacles to a minimum. For this reason we have agreed that
the university will make other organizations aware of the
problems faced by pregnant students.’ Idealis responded
positively to the platform’s appeal too. The student
housing provider is in the process of changing its current
policy. At the moment students can only apply for rooms

‘Our advice is always: stop your
studies in good time. Having
a baby is a life-changing event’
allocated to the target group they belong to. This distinction will be dropped over the next few years. ‘This adjustment could create more scope for students with a child’,
says an Idealis spokesperson. ‘They will then also be free
to apply for the larger apartments that are now reserved
for PhD students.’
Vera is pleased that the platform has been able to
achieve something so quickly. ‘It is nice to see that we really can change something. Of course you hope that the
girls who come after us won’t have to go through what we
went through.’

27 augustus
RESOURCE — 10
May 20122009
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Jade (22), partner of Bart (24)
Mireille (9 months)
Living in cluster housing near the campus
‘When I realized I was pregnant I was pretty upset. Bart
started saying maybe we should get rid of it. I looked up
the number of a clinic but I never seriously considered

breaking oﬀ the pregnancy. Now we are very happy about
the way things went. I love watching Mireille growing up;
I wouldn’t miss it for the world.
The university was not very helpful. The dean said I
should stop studying and move back in with my parents. I
asked him if I could apply for help through the FOS student support fund. He said no, but when I did some research myself it turned out it was possible. I was cross
about that.
I had rented a room from a private landlord and I had to
get out of it as ﬁre regulations stated that you couldn’t
have two people in a room. We tried all the options we
could think of to get a room: Idealis, the town council,
the housing association, Kamernet, anti-squatting arrangements, the Accommodation Desk – but with no success.
In the end we stayed a couple of months with a landlady.
After Mireille was born we opted for this cluster house
and we were incredibly lucky. It was ideal that it was so
close to the campus too. I can easily pop home between
lectures to feed Mireille.
Before Mireille was born I did not have any concrete
plans for the future. Now I am extra motivated to ﬁnish
my degree. I’m not just doing it for myself anymore, but
for Mireille as well. Partying all night is a thing of the
past for me, but that doesn’t bother me at all. My time
will come again.’

Dorien

(23), married to Florian (23)
Rachel (11 months)
Sub-renting a house in the middle of Wageningen until
mid-May. Then sub-renting again until mid-September
‘The midwife advised us not to tell Idealis about the
pregnancy because then I would have to get out of my
room. We were both living in Hoevestein and luckily we
had a really friendly ﬂat where no one made a problem
of our living there with a child, but we didn’t think a student house was a very good environment for a baby. But
I fail to understand why Idealis is so strict about it. Are
we supposed to go and live under a bridge?
Rachel was not planned but we were aware that it could
happen. And we are incredibly happy with her. She is a
very easy, lively baby. Even so, I would advise students
who want a baby to wait a bit. Because from the university side absolutely no options were oﬀered to help me
continue as a student and a mother at the same time. In
the end I stopped my studies for a while because I was
really sick during my pregnancy. In September I started
again on my Nutrition & Health Master’s and now I am
about to graduate. This summer I shall start a PhD. In
our situation you become less naïve. You ﬁnd out that
society is not there to solve your problems for you and
that things do not just sort themselves out. At the same
time I do not understand why it is made so diﬃcult for

people to combine studying with having a child.
‘You have less contact with your fellow students because
you are in such a diﬀerent phase. A nice example was:
Florian had bought a baby seat and then went to the
university to sort out something else. One of the students
he ran into said, ‘That’s a handy way of transporting
beer!’

PAGE 14:
JACELIEN
AND DINNE
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Jacelien

(21), married to Anne (27)
August (2) and Anneke (1)
The four of them live in a 35 square-metre studio ﬂat
‘I had only known Anne a couple of months when I got
pregnant. We got this ﬂat after three applications for rented accommodation. It was probably because there weren’t many applicants; these houses are not very popular
because they are so small. But we were just really happy
to have something at all.
A couple of months after August was born I turned out to
be pregnant again. I didn’t fancy studying in bits and pieces so I decided to stay at home with the children for the
ﬁrst few years. We couldn’t ﬁnd a bigger house, although
I feel this is far too small for four people. In the end we
made up our minds to make the best of it. We managed to
get hold of bunk beds from a crèche and Anne has made a
bed on a pulley that we can pull up out of the way. Then
we can use that corner of the room to study during the
day. It is going better than I expected when I was pregnant. Now we don’t want to leave here anymore. We are
beautifully situated in the town centre and the square
next to the ﬂat gives us our own back garden. Of course it
can be tricky now and then. If we have friends round in
the evenings it’s hard for August and Anneke to get to
sleep. And recently we had to put Anneke on a camp bed

in the bathroom because she was keeping everyone awake with her cough.
In September I picked up my degree course again. I used
to think that I would stay at home with my children but I
ﬁnd I really enjoy it to be studying again. I like being
with August and Anneke but it’s very nice to do something for yourself as well.’

‘Recently we had to put Anneke on a camp bed in the bathroom
because she was keeping everyone awake with her cough’

Dinne

(29)
Qairha (3)
Sub-renting in Zetten, near Wageningen
‘When you have a baby your world gets smaller. I used to
be involved in Aiesec and did things at the WSO as well. I
have stopped all that. I did spend as much time as I
could on my studies though: two days after Qairha was

born I was already looking for my textbooks. I was a real
perfectionist. After all, I had a child to support now and
you don’t get far without a qualiﬁcation. So the child
sometimes took second place and I felt very guilty about
that.
To add to that, the search for somewhere to live was endless. I was living in an Idealis ﬂat but when I got pregnant they sent me a letter saying I had to vacate my
room. Then I tried a landlady, but it was too hectic for
her. I even put letters through the letterboxes of ﬂats
that were for sale asking if I couldn’t sub-rent them.
Eventually I found somewhere to live in Renkum, but I
got lonely there because my friends lived in Wageningen.
A year ago it all got too much for me. I woke up at night
with a massive panic attack and couldn’t get that anxiety
under control. It got so bad in the end that I could no
longer look after Qairha. Thanks to therapy, things are
going better now. I have taken up my studies again and I
really enjoy getting out again. The teachers understand
the situation and they help me ﬁgure things out. I’ve
been allowed to do resits at all kinds of odd times, for instance. I’ve had a lot of support from the dean too. She
was a kind of coach for me.
Qairha is very clever but she is also a highly sensitive
little girl. The whole situation has aﬀected her as well of
course. But, well, that’s life. Fortunately things are going
better and better now.’
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Exhibition

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

THE MOST FAMOUS BOOK IN WAGENINGEN

The tulip catalogue is the library’s showpiece and
Queen Beatrix’s favourite work. What is more, it is a
reminder of the ﬁrst economic bubble. ‘A single tulip
bulb could cost you ﬁfty times your annual salary.’
The library was really still closed when Queen Beatrix ofﬁcially opened the Forum teaching building in 2007, but it
was opened up brieﬂy on her Majesty’s request. For Beatrix
wanted to see the Tulip Book by P. Cos.
Actually, it is not really a book, it is a plant-breeding catalogue consisting of a collection of watercolours commissioned in 1637 by the ﬂorist P. Cos. The price of a bulb
was determined by weight, shape of the ﬂower, colour and
stripes (a sign of disease but they did not realize that
then!). When the trade reached its peak, bulbs were being
sold for ten thousand guilders – about ﬁfty times the
average annual salary at that time.
The tulip book dates from the period when the combination of two Dutch specialties, horticulture and trade,
led to the notorious tulip bubble, or tulip fever. Wageningen UR Library curator Liesbeth Missel is a specialist in
tulip fever. Missel: ‘You could not tell from a bulb what
kind of ﬂower it was going to produce but a catalogue
would let you trade all year round. There would be a piece
of paper saying I would be delivering certain tulip bulbs

next spring. That piece of paper would then be traded rather than the bulb itself.’ In other words, trade in derivatives.
The house of cards collapsed in 1637. Many people had
invested thousands of guilders in bulbs that were suddenly worth nothing. The Tulip Fever episode is the ﬁrst welldocumented economic bubble in world history.
TEMPORARILY ON DISPLAY
This is not the only tulip book that has survived from the
seventeenth century but what makes the Cos catalogue
unusual is that it contains the names of the tulips and
even the prices they fetched at auction. The university
bought the book in 1948 for 950 guilders at an auction of
the library belonging to the Krelage family in Haarlem,
bulb growers for three generations. The book is so valuable that special safety protocols have been designed for it.
For instance, if there is a serious ﬁre alarm in Forum, the
book will be rushed to a secret location.
For the next two months, you do not need to be a member of the Dutch royal family to view the tulip catalogue.
The book is on display to staff and students for the ﬁrst
time as part of the Tulips through the Ages exhibition. On
view until 29 June in the Special Collections department,
entrance via the library. Gaby van Caulil

If there is a serious
ﬁre alarm in Forum,
the book will be
rushed to a secret
location
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DISSECTION DAY
Government funding cuts have put Alterra’s otter
research on the back burner. But there is still enough
money to dissect otter traﬃc victims, as Dennis
Lammerstsma is doing here in the dissection room at
Alterra. This young male was run over in the North-east
Polder. His head was shattered. Lammertsma is taking
samples of fat, DNA, the liver and the kidneys for further research. Every month at least one otter meets its
RK / photo GA
end on Dutch roads.
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The winner of the writing competition

‘Science deprives us
of meaning’
The Resource writing competition was won by Esther Brouwer, MSc student
of Forest and Nature Policy. Esther’s essay is a convincing exploration of the
limitations of the natural sciences. Abstraction, she argues, strips the natural
world of what it gives us in terms of beauty and ﬁnding meaning in life.
tekst: Roelof Kleis / foto’s: Guy Ackermans

T

he internet, cars, medicine, aeroplanes…
Science has certainly delivered the goods. No
wonder we have a great respect for scientiﬁc
knowledge. Science has become an authority, taking the place of argumentation. Once
something has been scientiﬁcally proven,
that is the end of the discussion. Who would dare to argue
with science?
But as scientiﬁc knowledge has gained in authority, a
striking development has emerged. Science has started to

JURY: ‘CONCISE AND SNAPPY WRITING’
‘Overall we were not very
impressed by the quality
of the submissions. Not
everyone kept to the assignment, which was to
address the tensions
between science and society. There were a few very
nice historical accounts
and some interesting parallels – between Pope
Gregory and 17th century
Dutch politician Johan de
Witt, for example. There
was also an entertaining
essay in which a well-tended vegetable garden was
taken as a symbol for the
business approach of sci-

entiﬁc companies.
The best essay is one that
ascribes the tensions
between science and society to the inherent limitations of science. Esther
Brouwer, the writer of this
essay, got her teeth into
her subject and communicated her message – that
important meanings can
get lost in a reductive, scientiﬁc approach – succinctly and readably. Her
lovely example of the dandelion sticks in the reader’s mind: the sunlight,
the yellow colour and the
memory of Grandad are all

reduced to a Latin name, a
date and a coordinate. The
writer’s use of the quotation from a concentration
camp inmate is eﬀective
too: if it is meaning that
keeps you going in an environment like that, it
must be terrible to lose it.’
The jury: Rik Nijland (freelance journalist, including
for the Volkskrant and Resource), Cees Leeuwis
(Professor of Communication Science at Wageningen) and Gaby van
Caulil (Editor-in-chief at
Resource).

wield an inﬂuence in areas on which it never used to have
any say at all. Scientiﬁc knowledge is brought into every
discussion nowadays. Evolutionists loudly proclaim that
the Bible cannot be true. In the opposite camp are the creationists, just as convinced and also armed with scientiﬁc
evidence. Only they assert that there is proof of God’s existence. But what is science doing in this debate? What
exactly is it getting involved in here?
MOVED
Science is abstraction. It homes in on one aspect of reality.
This phenomenon is observed, recorded, coded, analysed
and ﬁnally, conclusions are drawn about it. But at every
stage along the way, information gets lost. For example: a
biologist spots a dandelion on the side of the road. The
sun shines on it and the petals are a gorgeous shade of yellow. Even though he has seen this plants many times before, its beauty really strikes him this time. He may even be
rather moved by it. His grandfather loved dandelions. And
the birds are singing so beautifully today.
Science reduces this experience to a class, order, family, gender and the species name: Taraxacum ofﬁcinale.
The date and the coordinates may be recorded as well, and
the observation is fed into a database with a tag. Prevalence and distribution: very general. As for the extraordinary beauty and the emotion accompanying the
observations, no trace of them remains.
So? What is the problem? That is science, isn’t it? Separating the observation from the human experience. Objective knowledge. Isn’t that what has delivered us all those
lovely things over the years?
SLICES OF REALITY
I would like to emphasize at this point that I am not
denouncing science and all its achievements. I would sim-
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‘The light on a dandelion. The gorgeous green of the petals. It doesn’t count anymore.’

ply like to draw attention to the down sides of the pursuit
of science. Science is reductive, pursuing abstraction until only a tiny slice of the full reality is left. A useful sliver,

WHY THIS PRIZE?
Last November, Resource
won the prize for the best
media product in Dutch
higher education: the Gouden Luis in de Pels (Golden
Gadﬂy).
The prize came with the
sum of 500 euros. We
could have blown the
money of course, but we
preferred to use it to promote things that matter to
us: well-written journalism
and lively debate on our
website. So Resource
oﬀered 250 euros for the
best piece of journalism
on the theme of the tensi-

on between science and
society.
We also oﬀered 250 euros
for the sharpest commentator on resource.wur.nl.
After all, the value of a
medium such as Resource
lies not just in our journalistic output but also in
the debate in engenders.
So the person who makes
the most valuable contribution to the reactions on
the Resource website over
the whole of 2012 will be
rewarded at the end of the
year with the Golden Troll.

certainly, because it can be used to very good ends. But if
scientiﬁc knowledge is used to draw conclusions on all
kinds of societal issues, a tension is generated. This is not
surprising. Can small, abstract slices of information be
used to draw conclusions about the whole picture? If you
do this, you lose something. The light on the dandelion.
The gorgeous green of its petals. They no longer count.
There is a loss of meaning.
HOLOCAUST
This brings me to the following quotation from the work
of Austrian neurologist and psychiatrist Viktor E. Frankle:
‘It is not the avoidance of pain or the pursuit of pleasure
that drives us, but rather our quest for meaning.’ Frankle
survived the holocaust. And this quotation comes from
the book he wrote about the life of an ordinary concentration camp prisoner from the point of view of a psychiatrist.
Scientiﬁc knowledge is very useful. It has delivered us
cars, medicines and aeroplanes. But it is also reductive, an
abstraction of reality. And meaning gets lost in the process. For this reason we should handle science with care.
After all, it is not the medicines and the pursuit of a painfree life that drives us. It is not the joy of travelling by car or
Esther
plane that drives us. It is meaning that drives us.
Brouwer
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From molecule to
Anyone who cooks is involved in fascinating chemical and physical processes, often
without realizing it. You can read about these processes and how you can use that
knowledge to your advantage in the book The Kitchen as laboratory, containing the
latest insights about molecular cooking. Our question was: does it work?
text: Rob Ramaker and Nicolette Meerstadt / photos: Guy Ackermans

C

an you make ice cream without using sugar?
How do you get the tastiest bacon? And why
does cold milk froth more than hot milk?
You will ﬁnd the answer to these
culinary questions in The kitchen as laboratory, which was
published in January. The science behind
eating is the subject of this collection of
essays, put together by Erik van der Linden, professor of Food Physics, and
others.
Van der Linden and his co-authors were
inspired by Nicolas Kurti’s book But the crackling is superb that appeared in 1988. ‘Nearly a
quarter of a century on, we wanted to give an updated picture of the current state of affairs’, says Van der Linden.
He is not keen personally on the term ‘molecular gastronomy’, which he feels evokes images of stagey cooking
using liquid nitrogen. He prefers to talk of science-based
cooking, in which cooking practices are based on knowledge of food at the molecular scale.
Of course the million-dollar question is: What are the
beneﬁts? Do meals taste better as a result? To
ﬁnd out, two Resource editors with little
in the way of cooking experience tried
out some recipes in the kitchens of the
Restaurant of the Future.
THE TASTIEST COOKIE
We start by having a go at the perfect
dough for chocolate chip cookies. Cookery experts know you get the best cookies by
using dough that has stood for a day in a cold place. That
allows the moisture to disperse properly and gives a fuller,
more complex ﬂavour. The book argues that you get the

same effect by sucking all the air out of the dough to create
a vacuum; the moisture spreads immediately because the
porous dough exerts an attraction on the water molecules.
We combine the ingredients to create a lump
of dough, then seal half in a plastic bag.
There is a clear difference between the two
halves. The standard dough is dry and
light brown but the vacuumed dough is
creamy and dark.
There is still a big difference when the
cookies come out of the oven. The cookies
made from the standard dough are light
brown, dry and crispy whereas the vacuum
cookies are soft and creamy. The underside looks
a little caramelized from the sugar, just as it says in the
book. The restaurant staff like the cookies but are divided
in their opinion as to which batch tastes best. ‘Sorry but I
think the normal cookies are the tastiest’, says one of the
testers. Most of the others agree with her.
THE CRUNCHIEST CHICKEN THIGH
We go in search of the secret of crunchiness. The ﬁrst step
is to coat the chicken thigh in ﬂour. We also
make a batter in which we will dip the
meat before deep-frying it. Roy Burgman, the cook at the Restaurant of the
Future, looks worried as we get ready to
throw the chicken in the fat. ‘Can I help,
perhaps?’
The secret to this crunchy chicken
thigh lies in the light batter. What you
want is a crackly coating full of air bubbles and
to achieve this mineral water is added with carbon dioxide
bubbles serving as so-called nucleation sites. Bigger air
bubbles grow from these sites by absorbing CO2 gas pro-
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meal
duced by the baking powder during the frying process.
Crispy sounds have a positive effect on the eating experience, a subject the book dedicates a lot of space to. For instance, how do you measure crispiness in the lab and what
is the difference between crunchy and crispy?
But we have other things to worry about as we are unable to follow the recipe to the letter. The frying temperature is supposed to be 200 degrees but the appliance only
goes up to 190. This gives a crispy layer but without the
golden colour. Our testers do like the taste of the end result but the batter is rather too run-of-the-mill for a supercrunchy chicken.
A SAVOURY ICE CREAM
The most exotic recipe on our list is tzatziki ice cream. We
shred a cucumber in a blender and add half a litre of Greek
yoghurt, gelatine, garlic and ﬁfty grams of sugar. Then the
mixture is poured into a common or garden ice-cream
maker. We have to add 15 grams of salt, which we ﬁnd rather strange. That seems pretty unhealthy but the essay explains that salt has an important function.
Ice cream consists of three phases: frozen water, air
bubbles stabilized by fat or proteins and a matrix holding
it all in place. This matrix consists of water that remains
unfrozen thanks to compounds added to lower the freezing point. Usually that is sugar but salt and alcohol can also function as antifreeze. Salt is used here (with some sugar) as we are making a savoury ice cream.
The ﬁrst mouthful of our tzatziki ice cream is a strange
sensation. The ice cream looks good, smells of tzatziki but
tastes incredibly salty while you are unconsciously expecting a sweet ﬂavour. In the end most of it is left uneaten.
Elke Scholten is an assistant professor in Van der Linden’s group and the author of the essay. When asked, she
admits ‘We didn’t really perfect the recipe.’ Scholten and
her Advanced molecular gastronomy students are currently
experimenting mostly with alcohol-based ice cream.
INSIGHT
Dishes like the tzatziki ice cream show what is possible if
you understand how foods function at the micro-level.
This also encourages creativity. If you understand the basic principles of making ice cream, what is to stop you making a basil-and-tomato ice cream? But not all recipes are

Mmm..., scientiﬁc food tastes good.

suitable for making at home as they often require specialist equipment such as precision thermometers and dry
ice.
The real appeal of the book lies in the insights it gives.
You ﬁnally understand why you get froth on your coffee
and why you can never pour out the last drop of ketchup.
And of course if your dish doesn’t quite succeed, that is an
excellent excuse to eat out instead.
The kitchen as laboratory: reﬂections on the science of food
and cooking, editors: César Vega, Job Ubbink and Erik van der
Linden, Colombia University Press, 22 euros, hardcover 312
pages
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IS NATURE SAFE NO
The fall of the cabinet seems a blessing for nature in the Netherlands. The temporary
coalition of VVD, CDA, D66, ChristenUnie and GroenLinks has reversed one third of
the cuts in nature expenditure, making them 400 million instead of 600 million.
Are Wageningen nature and environment researchers celebrating?
text: Marion de Boo / illustration: Henk van Ruitenbeek

Kees Slingerland,
Managing Director, Environmental Sciences Group
We can certainly celebrate. This is
good news! At last, a more positive
attitude to nature as a policy area.
And if this trend continues, it could
eventually help Alterra. Central government has a particular responsibility for developing and conserving
nature. This responsibility has come under a lot of pressure recently as the economy has taken precedence. This has
taught us how vulnerable nature is in the hands of politicians. But there is no guarantee that nature will escape such
pressure again in the years ahead.
I think it is a good thing that the new agreement is making
a bit more money available for nature, but it is still not
enough. It is a shame that we still see nature purely as an
expense. Real sustainability is about the interplay between
nature, the business community and society, i.e. People,
Proﬁt, Planet. As people working in the nature sector, we
should actively take part in that interplay. Too little of that
went on in the past when there was plenty of money for nature. The interplay is crucial if nature development and
management are to be safeguarded in the longer term. Alterra needs to collaborate in innovative nature policy because we can never go back to the way things were.’

Frank Berendse
Professor of Nature Conservation and Plant Ecology
‘I will have to pay more in tax and
work longer but I am still delighted.
Parliament’s Lower House is ﬁnally
back in the saddle and taking the initiative. The reversal of 200 million
euros in cuts in the nature budget for
2013 seems to mark the deﬁnitive

end of the Bleker era. That was a real low point in Dutch nature policy.
Of course, we have to see what happens in the elections in
September and what the new coalition agreement looks
like. Even so, I don’t think we will see a return to the dark
Bleker days. There has been a sea change within the CDA.
Also, various parties are currently working hard on the private members’ bill Attractive Netherlands as an alternative
to Bleker’s bill. As far as I can tell at present, that legislation really will give Dutch nature a sustainable future.’

Joop Schaminee
Professor of Vegetation Sociology and vegetation
researcher at Alterra:
‘I think there is reason to celebrate.
The crucial diﬀerence is in the tone
and attitude. I ﬁnd that more important than the exact amount of money, even though I am pleased the
cuts have been reduced.
Some things are still unclear. What
will happen with the new legislation such as the Environment Act that was supposed to consolidate the Nature
Act? And what will happen to the nature agreement
between central government and the provinces? Under
the previous cabinet, the central government dumped its
responsibilities on the provinces without any additional
funds. Let’s hope the government now provides proper
funding for the tasks it is transferring to the provinces.
The previous cabinet set a new course with government taking less of a controlling role, tasks being devolved to the
provinces and more local initiatives. I am not expecting a
fundamental change in that course with the fall of the cabinet. The next cabinet will not be turning the clock back
entirely, whatever its political makeup. So I was pleasantly
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NOW?
surprised when I heard they were undoing some of the nature cutbacks with immediate effect.
What is more, the Ministry of Agriculture has made deep
cuts in nature research in recent years and we don’t know
yet whether the politicians will be reversing that.’

Tia Hermans
Head of the Nature & Regions Domain, Alterra
‘Of course I’m pleased. But the future of nature must not depend on
what the politicians in The Hague
are saying. Politicians are far too
ﬁckle. But sixteen million Dutch share
responsibility for this, including the
business community. The key thing is
for researchers to continue with the approach they have
recently adopted of showing businesses how important
nature and biodiversity are for our future. Employees want
to live in an attractive environment, business processes
require unpolluted raw materials and a green image will
help you stay ahead of the competition.
As we do more research that is commissioned and funded
by businesses, we are also doing ourselves a service as researchers. We get access to different networks with new
sources of ﬁnance for research. That makes us less dependent on the Ministry for research funds.’

Pier Vellinga
Professor of Climate Change and Water Safety
‘We are pleased with this agreement.
There is a bit more funding not just
for nature policy but also for energy,
the built environment and mobility,
where sustainability efforts are getting a new boost. Major steps have
been announced aimed at making
the economy greener. This recognition of the global problem of nature degradation and climate change means
you do your research with more enthusiasm. The previous
cabinet had closed off all avenues for innovation. Now
they are open again and we can come up with smart ideas
and research proposals. The policy ofﬁcers and research
funding organizations are also relieved this difﬁcult period is over. The lesson we can draw from this is that the value
of the research we do here in Wageningen is less self-evident
than we thought. We need to continually demonstrate the
beneﬁts. But it is true that the agreement gives renewed
energy.’
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WHY YOU SHOULD
SERVE ON A BOARD
Now that the hunt is on for new
board members for the next
season, many student organizations are reporting ﬁnding it diﬃcult to ﬁll all their vacancies. The
threatened ﬁne for slow students
and scrapping of the basis grant
have led many students to concentrate exclusively on their
studies. Pity, say the old hands
on the boards. Not just for the
societies but also for the
students themselves. Because
the experience you gain is invaluable. Five reasons why you
should serve on a board.
GET TO KNOW PEOPLE
‘You meet a lot of people who
you might do something interesting with in the future’, says Pascal
ten Have, who suspended his degree course in Forest and Nature
Management for a year to chair the
national students’ union LSVb.
‘Especially in the role of chair, you
get to talk to lots of interesting
people including ministers, state
secretaries and members of parliament. But you also meet people
like SER chair Alexander Rinnooy
Kan, Arnold Heertje and of course
many highly committed fellow-students. This wasn’t my main motive
for doing this job, but it is a nice side beneﬁt.’

2

PEP UP YOUR CV
One ex-chair of the Intercity
Students’ Council is now personal
assistant to minister Jan Kees de
Jager, while another got a traineeship at a multinational company thanks to the network he built
up. And the experience you gain
can itself be helpful when you are
applying for jobs. With only his Bachelor’s degree in Plant Sciences
to his name, Peter van Kampen
was taken on as knowledge consultant by the Dutch Fruit-growers’
Organization. Peter was deputy

ILLUSTRATION: KITO

1

chair of the student council for
VeSte in 2008-2009. ‘My year on the
council helped me to bring out my
qualities better. You learn how to
present yourself. It helps in a job
interview if you can give concrete
examples and anecdotes, about
how you solved particular situations, for example’, explains Peter.

3

DO INTERESTING THINGS
‘The winter twilight and the
snow in the streets gave the old city
a magical air’, recalls Tjeerd Driessen. As deputy chair of the Wageningen branch of the international
student organization Aiesec, he visited the Aiesec branch in Uppsala,
Sweden in 2006. It was love at ﬁrst
sight. ‘There was a very friendly atmosphere and I liked the language.’ Tjeerd went on to do a minor
at Uppsala and then worked in
Stockholm for a while. He had previously done an internship with
Aiesec in Sri Lanka. Since graduating in 2009, he has made regular
trips abroad for his work as river
engineer with Royal Haskoning

consultancy ﬁrm. He looks back
with pleasure on his Aiesec days.
‘It enriches your international
friendship group. By taking each
other along you get to know each
other’s cultures better.’

4

GET ORGANIZATIONAL
EXPERIENCE
‘I learned a lot about things that
you don’t normally come into contact with at all. For example, practical things such as how ventilation
systems or a fuse board work’, says
Dinja Bol, Bachelor’s student of
Soil, Water and Atmosphere and
currently Activities and Buildings
ofﬁcer for youth association Unitas. At the start of this year her
main activities were focused on
the legal and municipal council
procedures related to the association’s move. Now that Unitas has
moved into its new building, Dinja
is busy making it usable. ‘I have also gained a lot of experience of
planning activities and making
contact with various parties, from
local residents to town councillors.

I will certainly beneﬁt from my
board experience later in life.’

5

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
‘We have been able to highlight what matters to students’,
says Karmijn van den Berg, Master’s student of Landscape Architecture and Planning. In
2010/2011, Karmijn was chair of
the Wageningen Students’ Organization (WSO), which has now been
merged into PULSE. ‘The university board originally had no idea, for
example, of the problems faced by
foreign students in their emergency accommodation. The WSO drew
attention to that, which led to the
accommodation being improved
and the rent being reduced’, explains Karmijn.
The WSO also played an active
role in the campaigns against the
slow students’ ﬁne. ‘We came to a
strange end, but I am proud of
everything we achieved in our
last year. I was really able to do my
bit for student life in Wageningen.’
Alexandra Branderhorst
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‘The whole team got the goosebumps’
The university team won this
years Batavieren race. In spite of
two collisions with the barrier
and eight kilometres run with
loose shoelaces.

tres. Accompanying cyclist Lex
called out to him: ‘You can either
quickly tie them now or run on.’
But Wilbert ran eight kilometres
with loose shoelaces, reaching a
speed of 18 kilometres per hour to
boot. It did cost him a couple of
blisters, though. Together with
Arend Mulder and Esther Swart he
managed to increase the team’s
advantage to eight minutes.

COLD AND DARK
Even so, the Wageningen team did
not get off to a ﬂying start. In the
cold, dark night, Harm van Baar
bumped into a barrier twice. In the
night laps between Nijmegen and
Dinxperlo, the team fell four minutes behind its rival from Eindhoven. Enschede was on their heels,
just ten seconds behind. Four minutes is a lot but not impossible to
catch up, the runners were sure. In
the Achterhoek four strong runners caught up with Eindhoven. At
the end of the morning Wageningen was in ﬁrst place.

Tim Stevens in the lead.

CREDIT FOTOGRAAF

That they stood a chance of winning the world’s biggest relay race
this year was clear enough. The
Wageningen team is often fast but
sometimes has a bit of trouble sticking to the strict rules set by the
university race. In 2010 they were
penalized because one of the runners forgot to pick up a wrist band,
and a year later because they switched runners too often. This year
the team captains repeated until
they were blue in the face: remember your ID, remember your wrist
band!

Esther Swart, with the beaker, winning for the second time.

But, thought the team captains,
they needed to increase their lead.
Because Eindhoven had the Dutch
10 kilometre champion to put in
for the last lap. Build on your advantage, was the message for the

afternoon team then. For three
laps Eindhoven and Wageningen
were neck and neck.
Until disaster seemed to strike
when Wilbert van Vliet’s shoelaces
came undone after just 500 me-

Number 166: the fastest university in Holland.

TRIBUTE
At the prize giving in the large marquee in Enschede, the team were
treated to a musical reception by
other Wageningen teams such as
Tartlétos, KSV, WaHo, Ceres en
Woeste Hoeve. In honour of the
team they gave a lusty rendering of
the famous Wageningen battle
song about boys from the agricultural college who want to sow
(their wild oats) and girls from the
tailoring workshop who prefer to
sew.
A hush fell when teamleader
Lex Verhoog was given the microphone and dedicated the cup to his
predecessor Jan Roos, who died in
an accident in June 2010. ‘One of
the greatest team captains in the
history of Wageningen. This trophy is for you, Jan.’ This was met
with wholehearted applause. Lex:
‘That gave the whole team goosebumps. The most beautiful moGaby van Caulil
ment of the day.’

Wilbert van Vliet ran eight kilometres with
loose shoelaces.
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DISPOSABLE ART

SIT!

A caretaker at the Radboud University in Nijmegen inadvertently threw
out a series of drawings by artist Peter Otto (in total 12 by 1.5 metres in
area). The drawings graced the corridor between lecture rooms and the
man failed to recognize them as a work of art. Last year Paul Dunki Jacobs
chucked 100 of his own paintings oﬀ a crane on our campus. Tricky concept, disposable art.

American scientists at Emory University are studying the brain scans of
dogs to ﬁnd out what they think. Do they have empathy; do they know
whether their owner is happy or sad? And how much of our language do
they understand? Dangerous research. What if they think we’re all weirdoes? And what if Fido is not as dumb as he looks? Do we want to know
that actually?

‘Reforms must be made’
Young people have too little
inﬂuence in the ageing world of
politics. This is something the
G500 wants to change.
The idea is that members of the
movement, now more than 750,
join the PVDA, the VVD and the
CDA. At party conferences they can
then compel politicians to embrace
change. Fifth-year Biotechnology
student Kees van der Ark is one of
the few WUR students in the G500.
What was your motive for joining?
‘I am frustrated by the lack of

good decisions in politics. Over the
past ten years, politicians have made a mess of things. Reforms must
be made. Otherwise we will have to
work until we die.’
Which points do you think are the
most important?
‘A ﬁxed amount for education,
and that amount should be increased. And the housing market
should be reformed: no more the
tax relief on mortgage interest. And
the job market must be made fairer.’
But if mortgage interest is no

longer tax deductible, will today’s
young people be able to buy a house
any time in the next ﬁve years?
‘It will be difﬁcult for a while,
sure, but the real issue is the long
term. In Sweden this reform was
drastic and that really knocked
things out of kilter. But now it
turns out to be for the better.’
Which points are you not so sure
about?
‘I am not so keen on sustainability; I don’t see it as an aim in itself.
Of course, the use of resources
must be regulated, but that isn’t

going to stop the oil from running
out, whether that happens in ﬁfty
or sixty years’ time.’
The ﬁrst conference at which the
G500 is going to vote is on 30 June.
The CDA event. Which leader gets
your vote?
‘Well, certainly not Bleker. He
has no grasp of the issues. He argues on the basis of his own feelings, and that’s been his down
fall. Van Haersma Buma and Wintels are down-to-earth and businesslike. That appeals to me the
most.’ NM

FOR AND AGAINST
Proposition: The so-called ‘corridor agreement’ reached in The Hague
will make the problems in the Netherlands ten times worse
MARLIES: The recent agreement shows that left-wing parties also
realize both cuts and reforms are needed, even though they often
differ on how this is to be done. However, you do need to look at
more than just the economic interests. As the ChristenUnie (Christian Union) says, ideals are particularly important in times of crisis. Take nature and the environment: they are essential to our welfare but the right-wing parties have hardly mentioned them since
the crisis started. I also think it is only logical to spare those people
who are really hard up. These are all issues the left-wing parties take into consideration, fortunately. To summarize, cuts and reforms are important but they should take more into account than
just economic interests, while people who already have a difﬁcult
time of it should be spared.
JILLIS RESPONDS: I get the impression you still don’t appreciate
the severity of the situation. These reforms are indeed purely about
the economy and this agreement shows we are not going to get there with the usual sort of Dutch compromising. The agreement is
spineless, as the Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis conﬁrmed
earlier this week. There are no real reforms of pensions, the jobs
market or mortgage tax relief.

FOTO’S: BART DE GOUW

Marlies Bos (the left-wing ﬂuﬀy type) and Jillis Herweijer (the right-wing Hooray Henry type) rarely see eye to eye on matters of politics, the environment or student life.

JILLIS: Wilders’s obstruction of the Catshuis agreement was followed rapidly by the success of the ‘Kunduz coalition’ in getting an agreement.
There are two lessons for voters here. Firstly, Wilders is totally untrustworthy and a disaster for this country. Secondly, only a freakish situation will
ever get a package of cuts through parliament of the kind we need to reduce the huge shambles we have at the moment in the Netherlands. Instead
we are still pouring billions into the bottomless pit of ‘development aid’
and as icing on the cake the Kunduz clan give us the familiar left-wing medicine of tax increases. An increase in duties and VAT to close that gap so
that they can avoid essential cutbacks, the sad cases and the disadvantaged can carry on getting free money and they can temporarily buy off
their guilt with regard to Africa. Now we are about to get the most fragmented political scene ever, I have to conclude that the Netherlands is hurtling
into the abyss like a lemming.
MARLIES RESPONDS: Shambles and abyss? Don’t talk rubbish. It’s never
perfect but let’s not forget that nearly everyone here has food and a roof
over their head, and that we are among the happiest people in the world. I
don’t think it will be a disaster for the relatively well-off if they have a bit
less luxury for a while due to tax increases. And the lack of reform is unfortunately due to the conﬂicting ideas of the different parties; it is not just
the Left that is to blame.
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HUH?
Apparently the students of today are too lazy to put up their hands if they
don’t understand a lecture. Either that or they are scared of looking silly.
Whatever the case, there is now an app with which you can tell the prof in
real time whether you understand the lecture or not. Let’s hope all that
instant feedback doesn’t make her clam up.

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

MEGA-MISS
A bicycle thief from Ede must have got quite a shock when his getaway on
a stolen child’s bike was foiled by a schoolmistress… in a Mega-Mindy
costume. She grabbed the bike and ‘after a short discussion’, the man sloped oﬀ. The Mega-Miss, who had dressed up for a treasure hunt, called
out to passers-by that they should detain the man. Funnily enough, they
didn’t take her seriously.

STUDENTS DURING WARTIME. One joined the resistance, the other was sent to work in Germany and a third did exams secretly. On Tuesday 8
March, emeritus professors G.H. Bolt and Anton van Diest and Maria Crijns-Herberichs (widow of Dr. Fons Crijns) told their World War II stories at
a Studium Generale session. At the start of 1943, Dutch students were require to sign a declaration of loyalty to the Nazi occupiers. Those who
refused to sign were put to work or had to go into hiding. Bolt: ‘One professor said, “If you sign before 10 April you are sure to be allowed to carry
on with your studies.” I didn’t sign but I just took a packet of stencils back home with me to Arnhem, to study on my own. Funnily enough it was a
nn
good time in which nothing really happened. Until August 1943.’ Read more about the talk on resource.wur.nl

‘I KNOW NOTHING AT ALL ABOUT CHINA!’
Been through a tough application process?
‘I had to email my CV and a letter of motivation. From
50 students, the university chose ﬁve candidates. The
organization running the summer course whittled
that number down to two happy winners. I was one of
them.’

Who? Lucie Luijge
What? BSc student of
Biotechnology
Why? Will be taking a ﬁve-week
summer course about China at
the prestigious University of
Hong Kong

Why do you think they chose you?
‘The course requires you to conceive ways of strengthening Dutch-Chinese cooperation that involve students, so the organizers were seeking an ambitious
person with an enterprising nature. I spent a year
doing fulltime board work for my student society and
I have done a minor in Innovation and Entrepreneur-

ship. In addition, they wanted a 50:50 split between
men and women. I am studying Biotechnology, which
I don’t think many girls do. Perhaps they liked that
idea.’

Have you always been fascinated by China?
‘No, it had never occurred to me to go to China or to
study there. I know nothing at all about the country.
And initially I thought, no way, this is totally not my
thing. But later on I had the feeling that it might provide a great opportunity to discover the country. It is
so different from the West and people say that China
is the future. So perhaps it is wise to go there.’ IMS
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>> CULT
What? Floriade Where? Venlo When? From 5 April to 7 October Tip from Marianne Tibboel, student of Plant Sciences

Publicity for the innovation tower.

‘Not much innovation at the Floriade’
‘For a plant scientist, there is no escape from the Floriade, the world horticulture exhibition held in the Netherlands every ten years. So I went along with
the excursion organized by the study association Semper Florens. I wanted to
get to know some of the major horticultural companies from the Netherlands
and abroad, but most of all I just wanted a chance to gawk at all the beautiful
plants and ﬂowers. Unfortunately there are not as many ﬂowers and plants in
the spring as in the summer, but that doesn’t mean there is nothing on show. I
was struck by the fact that more attention had been paid to buildings and national products than to plants, especially at the ‘World Show Stage’ where various countries were supposed to be displaying the unique ﬂowers and plants
that grow there. It was more like a big bazaar. Luckily, thanks to the tropical
greenhouse and Villa Flora, there are still plenty of plants to be seen, even in
the spring. Naturally, at a world horticultural exhibition you expect to see a lot
of innovations. And there are a few in the ‘House of Taste’ but beyond that it’s a
bit disappointing. Many parts of the exhibition still seem unﬁnished, at least
in part. But still, altogether there is enough to see and experience at the Floriade. Make sure you go in the summer, when more of the outdoor plants will be
RK
in bloom!’

>> THE WORKS
FAIR TRADE
IN GHANA
Who? Maren Peters (from Germany), second year Fair Trade
Management student at VHL.
What? Research on the economic performance of organic and fair
trade farmers in the cocoa industry in Aponapono
Where? At the Agro Eco-Louis Bolk Institute in Ghana
‘In the fall of 2011 I left the Netherlands for my internship in Ghana. It
was not my ﬁrst experience of developing countries or even of Africa. I
had spent a year in India doing voluntary work and I had also been to
Ghana once before, for 4 weeks. It was not that I particularly wanted to
go to Ghana. I study tropical agriculture and supply chain management
and I was willing to travel to wherever I got the best project offer. It just
happened that the Agro Eco-Louis Bolk Institute in Ghana had a nice
project for me. Firstly I had to do a lot of reading about the research I
was going to undertake, which was on the economic performance of
organic and fair trade farmers in the cocoa industry in Aponapono.
Then I interviewed 75 farmers about their production to see if they
could give me at least a rough idea about their yield, expenses and agricultural practices. My research showed that the farmers knew little
about their expenses and that their farming practices were pretty poor.
It was difﬁcult and frustrating sometimes because there is the ‘white

people are rich’ stereotype to deal with. This meant that many of the
farmers lied to me in the hope of getting some money. I only found out
in the last week that some of my collected data was not valid because of
this.
On the other hand, people were incredibly open and keen to be friends.
They liked chatting with me and they were extremely hospitable. For
example, they didn’t want me to have to fetch water or to cook. I liked
nearly everything about Ghana. The only things that took a bit of getting used to were the cockroaches and the dead mice that you often
ﬁnd in the toilet.
I will deﬁnitely return to Ghana, but I don’t think I could spend the
rest of my life there. The mentality and culture are too different for
that.’ EH
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Hans Temmink
On 19 April, we heard the sad news
that our friend and former colleague Hans Temmink had passed
away. Hans joined the Toxicology
department on 1 March 1978. From
1987 his main job was as coordinator for the Toxicology Postgraduate
Programme.
Hans retired on 1 January 2003 but
kept in touch, which is why we really feel we are losing a good
friend. Hans was always optimistic
and interested in others. It was a
privilege to accompany him on
trips, such as those he undertook
as part of his work for the European Society of Toxicology, where he
continued to be actively involved
after his retirement.
Of course, as someone who knew
how to get the most out of life, he
enjoyed his retirement and his
time with Margreet, his children
and the grandchildren. Indeed,
Margreet, his children and his
grandchildren will undoubtedly
miss him. We hope that they will
cherish many warm, lovely memories, as we do, of the person Hans
Temmink was (and still is in our
thoughts): relaxed, aﬀable, full of
amusing stories, full of courage
and optimism, full of aﬀection for
others and a very special friend
and colleague. We will miss him
but we will continue to think of
him with great warmth and aﬀection.
Our thoughts are with Margreet,
the children and the grandchildren
as they look for a new equilibrium
and cope with this loss.

Prof. Dr. Ir. J.G.Th Hermsen
We recently heard the sad news
that Prof. Hermsen has passed
away at the age of 88, less than six
months after the death of his wife
Els.
Prof. Hermsen worked at Wageningen University for many years in
various jobs, but always as an educator and researcher. From the
1960s, he put a great deal of eﬀort
into the CIP (International Potato
Centre in Lima), one of the FAOCGIAR institutes. He was the driving force there in making the genetic variation present in wild potatoes available for cultivated potatoes. He is famous for the
so-called double-bridge crossing
used to obtain resistance genes
from Solanum bulbocastanum for
breeding potatoes resistant to
Phytophthora infestans (the main
potato disease). This material became available for Dutch plant
breeding companies at the end of
the 1980s, and the ﬁrst potato varieties with this resistance came
on the market in early 2000. Two
years ago, we took Prof. Hermsen
to an experimental ﬁeld to let him
see that his resistance genes had
been cloned and were hopefully
now going to be coming on the
market in a (cisgenic) resistant variety. He was enthusiastic about
the fact that his material was still
playing such an important role in
research.
Prof. Hermsen was very popular as
an educator. His lectures were always extremely well prepared and
clearly structured. In this way he
made an important contribution to
what is considered standard plant
breeding knowledge. In the 1980s
Prof. Hermsen also gave a signiﬁcant impulse to the development
whereby potato breeding is done
partially at the diploid level. This
meant many properties in important diploid varieties became available more easily. He encouraged
the use of 2n gametes as a natural
way of getting back to the tetraploid level.
We oﬀer his family our condolences.

On behalf of his former colleagues
at the Toxicology science group,
Ivonne Rietjens

Wageningen UR Plant Breeding
Prof. Dr. Ir. E. Jacobsen
Prof. Dr. R.G.F. Visser

in memoriam

EMMA <<
Aqua Wars
‘Oh Paulo! You know what I wanted to say…......’. I did
not have time to ﬁnish my sentence before, literally,
swallowing a small tidal wave of swimming pool water. Coughing and spluttering, I tried to get my breath,
and dignity, back.
Finally having composed myself, I glared at my giggling Brazilian friend. This seems to have become a
trend for us: aqua-gym was no longer about getting ﬁt
or having fun, it was war. Paulo gave me an evil grin.
First point to him.
Somehow, weeks ago, Paulo convinced me to join him
at an aqua-gym session. I don’t know how he was able
to drag me away from Ede at 10pm on a Monday night.
Yet, several weeks on it has become a much enjoyed
regular outing.
I do believe the aqua-gym teacher thinks the two of us
are slightly insane but she can’t help smiling at us.
Paulo doesn’t agree, he thinks it is just me who isn’t
quite sane. I admit that I like singing along, mostly
out of tune or with the wrong lyrics, to the music being
played. However, his dance moves and facial expressions are at least as enthusiastic as mine.
In the beginning, it was just Paulo and me aqua-gyming. Now, though, we bring quite a community of
friends along with us. The sessions are very friendly
and I ﬁnd that I can, and do, talk to everybody.
As the teacher called for our attention and started a
new move, everybody including Paulo was watching
her instruction, perfect. As he stood hands in the air,
my foot pushed into the back of his knees and down
he went with a satisfying squeal. The whole class and
teacher turned to look. I told them I wasn’t mad –
but I do get even! Second point to me. Emma Holmes
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Wageningen UR is lookong for:
Administratief / Financieel medewerker leerstoelgroep
AFSG Milieutechnologie, Wageningen, vacaturenummer AFSG-ETE-0015
Onderzoeker Milde Conservering
AFSG Food & Biobased Research, Wageningen, vac.nr. AFSG-FFC-0028
Onderzoeker Microbiologie
AFSG Food & Biobased Research, Wageningen, vac.nr. AFSG-FFC-0027
Onderzoeker Eiwittechnologie
AFSG Food & Biobased Research, Wageningen, vac.nr. AFSG-FFC-0026
Senior medewerker FA
AFSG F&C, Wageningen, vacaturenummer AFSG-F&C-0007
Professor Food Quality and Design
BC Corporate Human Resources, Wageningen, vac.nr. WU-2012-HL006
Postdoc ‘Processing hyperspectral datasets from Unmanned Aerial
Platforms’
ESG Centrum Geo-Informatie, Wageningen, vac.nummer ESG CGI-0050
ERA - Ecological Modeller
ESG Centrum Water en Klimaat, Wageningen, vac.nummer ESG CWK-0199
ERA - Analist
ESG Centrum Water en Klimaat, Wageningen, vac.nummer ESG CWK-0200
ERA - Projectcoordinator
ESG Centrum Water en Klimaat, Wageningen, vac.nummer ESG CWK-0198
PhD position Towards the development of carbondioxide neutral
renewable cent (Biocement)
ESG Centrum Bodem, Wageningen, vacaturenummer ESG CB-0089
SAN / Citrix beheerder
FB IT Infrastructure, Wageningen, vacaturenummer FB-0005-2
Technisch applicatiebeheerder/Business Objects Specialist
FB IT Information Systems, Wageningen, vacaturenummer FB-0023
Operationeel technicus Elektrotechniek
FB Technical Installation Services, Wageningen, vac.nummer FB-0004-4
PhD position From shade-avoidance to vegetation: a game theoretical
analysis
PSG Crop Systems Analysis, Wageningen, vac.nummer PSG-CCSA-0007
PhD position: Global Politics of Pesticide Regulation
SSG Technologie en Agr. Ontwikkeling, Wageningen, vac.nr. SSG-TAD-0001
Management Assistente
VHL afdeling HRM, Velp, vacaturenummer VHL HRM-0019
Beleidsmedewerker
VHL Stafbureau Directie, Velp, vacaturenummer VHL DIR0003
Controller
VHL Finance & Control, Velp, vacaturenummer VHL F&C0003

Graduate in style! Expand your graduation
with a festive reception in Hotel De Wereld.
ÎÆƋÇ =ÞcƋÎÇbHÆÇÇÞÎƋ BÎCচÇřÎƋÆŴÇƋÞÎƄÎÆƋÇ =Þ
cƋÎÇbHÆÇÇÞÎƋ BÎCচÇřÎƋÆŴÇƋÞÎƄÎÆƋÇ =ÞcƋÎÇbHÆÇ
Treat all your guests with a complete graduation reception of 1 hour in de Capitulation room in Hotel De Wereld. Available for
€ 9,50 per person (including drinks from the Hollands assortment, nuts, olives, a bitterbal and a small snack). Ask for all possibilities!
DrinksandBites located on the market square en the old municipal farm Koekoekpannenkoek include perfect locations for a reception.

HoteldeWereld

www.hoteldewereld.nl www.koekoekpannenkoek.nl tel 0031 (0)317 460 444
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Invitation

Symposium
and farewell
reception
Prof E.W. (Pim)
Brascamp

Everyone involved in education at Wageningen University (or Wageningen UR)
is cordially invited to attend the symposium and farewell reception of
Prof. E.W. (Pim) Brascamp.
On June 27, 2012 Pim Brascamp will formally resign as director of
the Education Institute (OWI) of Wageningen University.
On the occasion of his farewell, Wageningen University organises a symposium,
devoted to recent developments in higher education in the Netherlands from
the perspective of international developments. The symposium will be followed
by a farewell reception.
Pim Brascamp has played a major role in shaping the policy of Wageningen

Wednesday,
June 27 2012
13.30 hours,
Cinemec Ede

University with regard to education. As director of the Education Institute and
a dean for education, he has made distinct contributions to the leading position
of Wageningen as the university, which obtained the highest rank in the guide
for future students (keuzegids hoger onderwijs).
The symposium will start at 13.30 hours, followed by the farewell reception
at 16.30 hours, and will take place on Wednesday June 27, in Cinemec,
Laan der Verenigde Naties 150, 6716 JE Ede.
The full programme of this afternoon can be found on Intranet.

Registration for the symposium
and farewell reception via

Prof. dr M.J. Kropff
5HFWRU0DJQL¿FXV

events.cs@wur.nl stating
‘Symposium Pim Brascamp’.

Leaving present

Please mention if you will

Please give to the Anne van den Ban Fund and make it possible

attend the symposium and/or

for African students to study at Wageningen University.

the farewell reception.

More info: www.fondsen.wur.nl/UK/AvdB+scholarship+fund
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>>TYPICAL DUTCH

The Dutch art of dialogue
I set foot in the Netherlands for the ﬁrst time more than three years ago. Wageningen University
was my ticket to changing my life and that is how the story goes – my life changed and I did too.
Among all the alterations, one is deﬁnitely prominent - the way I perceive communication.

At the beginning of my MSc, the study adviser asked about my career aspirations. The lectures
started with a question mark - e.g. ‘What is consumer behavior?’ The Dutch students were interested in how I chose Wageningen. My corridor mates wanted to know about the cuisine in my
country. Even during an interview with the Executive Board chairman, Mr. Dijkhuizen, I was asked
how I liked Wageningen! I was the centre of attention! And as they bombarded me with questions, none of my new acquaintances talked extensively about themselves, owing maybe to their
‘Act-normal and do-not-stand-out culture’. To me, this was a brand new vision of communication.
In my home country, Bulgaria, this interchange takes place in exactly the opposite manner. Normally, people mainly talk about themselves. For instance, if you have new ﬂatmates, they will try to
stand out by telling story after story about their lives and the whole conversation will revolve
around them. If you diverge from this system, then you will notice right away that you lose their attention.
I now live in Germany, but I still try talking less about myself. I do not do it due to some protocol,
but because I am sure the other side has interesting things to say too. At the same time, I grew to
believe that dialogue is based on exchange, so if someone just asks about me and hardly ever reveals anything about themselves, then they cannot keep my attention either.
Inna Ivanova-Genova, Bulgarian alumnus of the MSc in ManageWhat is best? I’d say – the golden mean!

‘Even Mr. Dijkhuizen asked
me how I liked Wageningen.
This was a brand new vision
of communication’

ment, Economics and Consumer Studies.

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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