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labour of love

>> RAOUL + ORCHIDS
Raoul Bino, director AFSG

‘What is so special is that
intimate relationship between
plant and insect’
There are metres of books about orchids on
the bookshelf. An attic room has been turned
into a greenhouse. Many trips abroad are
dedicated to hunting for orchids. Raoul Bino
is crazy about orchids, particularly those of
the Ophrys genus. ‘Because of their pollination system. The ﬂowers of the Ophrys resemble insects. This makes for an almost personal relationship between ﬂower and bee.’
He’s off orchid-hunting again in April: this
time on Rhodes. RK / photo: Guy Ackermans
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‘Here, take it. Maybe you know someone who could use it. I have never worn it
before and I won’t wear it after this.’ After the photo call with the Iranian researcher Farzeen, my colleague Nicolette was handed a red and black woolly hat. He
had bought it for the photo and it was important that it could not be traced back
to him.
Farzeen is under surveillance because he intervened when Iranian soldiers were
beating up a woman. He wanted to tell us his story but to remain unidentiﬁable.
So no mention of his real name, his academic ﬁeld or the building where he
works.
Farzeen’s story brings the Iranian dictatorship very close to home. He is one of
us, walking around the campus. But unlike most of us, Farzeen is afraid of his
own government. He does not dare return to Iran and is worried about his family.
His father has already had a phone call from the government: ‘We know what
your son is up to.’ The anxiety a call like that must create is unimaginable, really.
Gaby van Caulil

>> The party where you can wear anything (except clothes).
Photos on page 24
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5($'<)257+(/($1<($56
ð %HWWHU\HDUWKDQH[SHFWHG
ð /(,LVGHHSLQWKHUHG

Wageningen UR has a good ﬁnancial year behind it. All three branches of the organization ended
with a proﬁt: DLO made almost 10
million (from 10.5 in 2010), the
university 5 million (from 6 in
2010) and VHL over 1 million
(from 400,000 in 2010). The total
proﬁts come to more than 15 million euros. This is less than in 2010
but more than was projected, an
explanation of the draft ﬁnancial
annual report by board chair Aalt
Dijkhuizen makes clear. The ﬁgures will be conﬁrmed once they have been checked by the accountant.
For DLO, 2011 was a tense time
because the ministry of EL&I made
swingeing cuts in programmatic
research. DLO compensated that
by cutting costs, as well as by taking

on extra assignments from companies and provincial governments.
Last year, DLO made 87.5 million
euros on the market. According to
its strategic plan, this ﬁgure should
go up to 135 million in 2014.
'2:16,=,1*,6$1237,21
There are big differences between
institutes and also between departments. The board chair sings the
praises of the DLO side of Plant
(‘has been achieving the biggest
turnover and biggest proﬁts for
years’), Imares (‘ has grown in
terms of both turnover and proﬁts,
a pearl’) and Food & Biobased Research (‘went from negative to positive’). He also has a good word
for Facilities and Services, which
gets cheaper every year, and for the
university department of Nutrition, which is attracting more students and has improved its ﬁnancial position. As for VHL, the board
chair praises its success in cutting
costs by working more efﬁciently.

Dijkhuizen sees cause for concern
at the nature institute Alterra and
the economics institute LEI, based
in The Hague. The LEI is deepest
in the red. In the course of 2011,
the number of assignments it received from the ministry went
down. ‘It will be a critical year for
LEI. They will either have to ﬁnd
new sources of assignments or
downsize. Downsizing is a serious
option, but we hope to avoid it.
This will be a major task for Laan
van Staalduinen, the new director
of the SSG.’
Wageningen UR has been in the
black for seven years in a row, but
Dijkhuizen suspects that this will
change for the university in 2012.
‘Over the next few years we are
going to get into the red, as planned, because of building projects:
Orion and at the AFSG. But because we ended 2011 positively, we
are going into the coming years in
a healthier position than projected.’ *Y&

,1<285)$&(665ɺ:é6%,57+'$<&$.(

5(6($5&+
35,=()25
<281*0,&52ɺ
%,2/2*,67
ð 7KLVSXEOLFDWLRQPHDQW
èUHZULWLQJWKHWH[WERRNVé

The Wageningen University Fund
(WUF) research prize has been
won by microbiology researcher
Stan Brouns. He received a certiﬁcate and a cheque for 2500 euros
during the foundation day celebrations last Friday.
Brouns, now an assistant professor in the Laboratory of Microbiology, received the prize for his
article Small CRISPR RNAs guide antiviral defence in prokaryotes. In
this article, Brouns described an
immune system used by some bacteria to defend themselves against
viruses. These bacteria incorporate
fragments of the hereditary material in their own genome. Surprisingly, this leads to their immunity
becoming heritable, thus protecting their offspring too. The system therefore has potential for making industrial bacteria resistant
to damaging and costly infections.
3$7(17
According to the panel of judges,
the article, which appeared in
Science in 2008, resulted in the
need for textbooks to be rewritten.
The discovery also led to a patent.
The four judges on the panel,
which included Rector Magniﬁcus
Kropff and Professor Ton Bisseling, were unanimous in their
decision. The WUF research
prize is awarded once every four
years. RR

'R]HQVRIVWXGHQWVDWWDFNHGHDFKRWKHUZLWKFUHDPFDNHVDWWKHPDUNHWSODFHLQ:DJHQLQJHQRQ)ULGD\0DUFK7KH
FUHDPFDNHŊJKWZDVVWXGHQWVRFLHW\665:éVZD\RIFHOHEUDWLQJLWVWKELUWKGD\:LWKLQKDOIDQKRXUWKHER[RISLHV
ZDVHPSW\ZLWKWKHFRQWHQWVGLVWULEXWHGRYHUWKHWKURZHUVWKHJURXQGDQGQHDUE\WUHHVDQGZDOOV3OHQW\RIFDNH
ZDVHDWHQWRR2QWKH6DWXUGD\WKHFHOHEUDWLRQVVWUXFNDPRUHVHULRXVQRWHZLWKDV\PSRVLXPDERXWWRSLFVVXFKDV
VXVWDLQDEOHHQHUJ\DQGIRRGTXDOLW\ /YG1SKRWR(PPD7HXOLQJ
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GLVDSSHDU

The way the ESG is organized is
being overhauled. The ﬁve centres
in which the Alterra teams and
university chair groups are clustered will be going. In practice this

means the disappearance of a management layer. There will be quite
a few more changes for the Alterra
staff. The existing 22 teams will be
merged to form 15 new teams operating under new names. They will
continue their collaboration with
the 21 chair groups. Team leaders
and professors will be given more
responsibilities.
ESG director Kees Slingerland
says the reorganization is neces-

sary as the current structure no
longer ﬁts. The university and
Alterra are basically being separated. The idea is that the new,
more horizontal structure will give
the organization more ‘clout’ and
more control over Alterra’s work
schedule. At present the workload
is distributed unevenly over the
year, with pressure mainly at the
end of the year when the Ministry
of Agriculture’s projects have to be

completed. As a result, other projects get neglected, whereas the
ESG actually needs more of these
third-party projects. ‘Last year, this
cost us 1.5 million in lost revenue’,
calculates Slingerland. ‘Whereas
productivity is appallingly low at
the start of the new year.’ The new
structure will come into effect on 1
April. The Employees’ Council still
needs to give its advice. 5.

NRUW
ǋǋ66*

1HZ66*GLUHFWRU
Laan van Staalduinen is the new SSG
managing director. She is the ﬁrst woman to head a Wageningen UR science
group. Van Staalduinen succeeds Ruud
Huirne, who recently left to join the
Rabobank. Like Huirne, Van Staalduinen
(1965) studied at Wageningen. She worked at LEI as an econometrist and environmental economist, then started her
own consultancy ﬁrm in 2006. Two
years ago, she returned to SSG as the director of operations. Van Staalduinen
has been the interim director since
Huirne’s departure. 5.

ǋǋ+,*+ɺ5$1.,1*9,6,7256

:LOOHP$OH[DQGHUWRJLYHWDONLQ
$WODV
Atlas is hosting VIPs on Thursday 22
March. Prince Willem-Alexander gives a
talk about water and food security as

part of the Dutch festivities to mark
World Water Day. Also, football coaches Bert van Marwijk, Ruud Gullit
and Ruud Krol and state secretary
Ben Knapen kicks oﬀ a programme
that will use football to make young
Africans more aware of water consumption and hygiene. *Y&

ǋǋ$662&,$7,212)81,9(56,7,(6

3K'RDWKWREHLQWURGXFHG
As of the next academic year, PhD
students at Dutch universities will have to take an oath that includes a promise not to commit fraud, according
to a decision by the Association of
Universities (VSNU). The universities
will specify the details in May. The
universities already have a Code of
Conduct for Scientiﬁc Practice but
many researchers are not familiar
with it. +23

ǋǋ(7+,&6

1HZVFLHQFHFRXQVHOORUV
Wageningen UR is to get two new
counsellors for scientiﬁc integrity.
They are Bas Kemp, professor of
Adaptation Physiology, and Adri van
den Brink, professor of Landscape Architecture. The latter also chairs Wageningen UR’s Ethics Committee.
They will replace Herman Eijsackers
and Dick van Zaane. The counsellors
for scientiﬁc integrity advise Wageningen UR researchers who face actual
or potential ethical problems due to
their scientiﬁc work. $6

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ
1DWXUHéVWKHPHSDUN
Nature for people, people for nature proclaimed the title of
a 2000 ministerial policy memo aiming at changing the
way nature is dealt with in the Netherlands. The idea was
that nature reserves would be opened up to the public and
notices such as ‘Access only for scientiﬁc research’ were
no go. The Dutch public were forking out a lot of guilders
(still the currency in those days) for nature, so it was only
right that they should get to enjoy that nature.
Nature conservation organizations were falling over each
other in their eagerness to win over a broad public. Glossy
brochures were distributed to tempt as many people as
possible to venture out into the world of nature. Helped by
television channels, Natuurmonumenten managed to
boost its membership to a record level: 975,000. Since
then ‘experience’ has become the magic word, preferably
in combination with ‘outdoor’ and ‘event’. Just surf the
web for nature organizations and you’ll see what I mean.
I have followed these developments over recent years with
a heavy heart. Can we not put nature itself ﬁrst anymore?
Or is its only raison d’être that as many people as possible
can ‘enjoy’, even if they do so at the expense of rare species? Nature as one big theme part? Is there still enough
space, enough peace? Rare birds in the Witterveld in
Drente do not seem at all bothered by all the racket from
the nearby motorcycling circuit, and yet… Coal tits have to
sing their hearts out to make themselves heard at all in
our noisy country. One thing is certain: silent nature cannot speak for itself. So ‘people for nature’ is right. -RRS
6FKDPLQ«H
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As he read through an article sent
to him for peer review, Patrick Jansen was astonished to recognize
many elements of his own research. The researcher at Resource
Ecology quickly realized this was
no coincidence. In turned out that
90 percent of the content of the article in the International journal of
biodiversity and conservation came
straight out of an article he published in 2007 in the Conservation
Biology journal. A case of barefaced
plagiarism.
Together with the co-author of
the article, Pierre-Michel Forget,
Jansen got cracking to ﬁnd out
who was behind the article, which
was sent to reviewers anonymously. ‘I went at it for a good many days
and Pierre-Michel for weeks. You
can easily get quite obsessed by it,’
Jansen says. Above all else, the
case aroused his sense of justice:
‘This had to be stopped.’ Once they
knew the name of the researcher,
the process went fast. The fraud
turned out to be the work of a single
individual, a prominent Congolese

researcher and director of a research centre. Most of the coauthors named in the papers no
longer have any contact with him.
6&5((1,1*
Once the extent of the fraud was
clear, Jansen pondered how he
should proceed. ‘I talked about it
with colleagues and with the conﬁdential contact person on acade-

mic integrity, Herman Eijsackers.’
The revelation of the fraud picked
up speed when Science took note
of Forget’s detective work. Once
the fraud had been brought to
light, seven papers were retracted.
In total, at least nine papers were
involved.
But the story doesn’t end here.
Jansen plans to write to Nature or
Science, mainly in the hope that

editors will draw some lessons
from this ﬂagrant fraud. Before
articles are sent to unpaid reviewers, they should be screened for
plagiarism using the same special software as Jansen used to
compare articles. He still looks
back with amazement at the
fraud he discovered: ‘It is an incredible story.’ RR

+27%87127%27+(5('
,WZDVH[WUHPHO\KRW
GXULQJWKHIRXUKRXU
VSLQQLQJPDUDWKRQODVW
ZHHNDWWKH%RQJHUG
)ODSSLQJWRZHOVLVRQH
ZD\RIFUHDWLQJDELWRI
H[WUDYHQWLODWLRQ7KH
F\FOLVWVZHUHWUDLQLQJ
IRUWKH$OSHGé+X=HV
DQGUDLVHGZHOORYHU
HXURVIRUWKHFDQ
FHUUHVHDUFKFKDULW\
.:)7KH:DJHQLQJHQ
WHDP%,*&KDOOHQJH
WDFNOHGWKHIXQGUDLVLQJ
DOPRVWSURIHVVLRQDOO\
7KHLUSRUWUDLWZLOOEHLQ
WKHQH[W5HVRXUFH
PDJD]LQH *Y&

$1$/<6,6

THE BATTLE OF THE BEEHIVE

W

ageningen bee expert Tjeerd Blacquiere
is pulling the wool over our eyes, claims
toxicologist Henk Tennekes in a complaint to
the executive board. Tennekes thinks Blacquiere deliberately left certain information out of
a review on the role of the insecticide imidacloprid in bee deaths. This information includes articles about Tennekes’ research on the
toxicity of imidacloprid. The serious accusation marks the lowest point so far in a ﬁerce
controversy around imidacloprid.
The skirmish started a year ago, with an
item on the Dutch television programme,
Zembla. It was implied during this programme that Wageningen played down the damage
done by imidacloprid because of its links with
the manufacturer of the pesticide. One of the

results of the political furore that ensued was
an assignment for Wageningen UR from the
ministry of EL&I to produce the controversial
review.
The two attacks on the Wageningen bee research group come from the same camp. The
bee world is currently divided into two camps.
Blacquiere and his colleagues believe that the
Varroa mite is the main cause of the bee
deaths. In the other camp is Utrecht scientist
Jeroen van der Sluijs, assistant professor of
New Risks. He sees imidacloprid as the chief
culprit in the mass bee deaths and wants to
see an immediate ban on the substance.
Tennekes and Van der Sluijs are in the
same business. They spread their messages on
websites, in the media and in parliament. An

interesting detail is that Van der Sluijs was on
the academic supervisory committee for Blacquiere’s review. That does not seem to have led
to much understanding or rapprochement.
But there does not appear to be much future in
the complaint against Blacquiere, either. Blacquiere has plausible arguments for the exclusion of certain research results from his overview article on imidacloprid. He excluded both
articles about other insects than bees and articles that had not been peer-reviewed, as instructed by the commissioning organization.
So the commission of enquiry set up by rector
magniﬁcus Martin Kropff is likely to exonerate
Blacquiere. Not that this will produce any real
winners. At best, it will provide ammunition
for fresh accusations. 5RHORI.OHLV
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JHWWLQJQHUYRXVò%HFDXVH\RXUHDOO\GRZDQWWRSDUWLFLSDWHEXWZKHUHGR\RXVWDUW"7RKHOSJHWWKHEDOOUROOLQJ5HVRXUFHDVNHGWKUHHH[SHULHQFHG
MRXUQDOLVWVIRUWLSV WULFNV+RZGR,ZULWHDQDUWLFOH"
Stijn van Gils, student editor and ex-columnist
for Resource
6XEMHFW: I’m not bothered whether you write
about government cuts or new underpants.
But make sure that the reader can identify
with your article. Never write about the past;
write about something that is happening now.
:KLFKIRUP": A column, of course. Resource is
desperate for a new student columnist who
can surprise the reader. Someone who can
laugh at themselves and has a razor-sharp intellect.
%XVLQHVVRUSHUVRQDO": Resource is not Vogue.
Only when there’s absolutely no other option
should you use a personal style. If you want
to make a factual article a little more personal, let others do the talking.
3LWIDOOWRDYRLG: Wanting to cover too much
ground. Make it clear whether your article is
personal or factual, what the topic is. And
make it as short as possible. Dare to cut your
own work radically.

‘LOOKING
FOR NEW
AUDIENCES’

:KR"Huib de Vriend
:KDW"Board member
and spokesperson
for Movie W
:K\"The ﬁlmhouse
has been saved, partly
thanks to a contribution of 50,000 euros
from Wageningen UR
:KHUH"In September
Movie W reopens in a
new home on the
Wilhelminaweg

Marianne Heselmans, freelance science journalist
for NRC and others
6XEMHFW: First of all, choose a subject that you feel
comfortable with and that you can talk about.
Couscous dishes for example, or the disappearing
nature in the Netherlands. Then look for the news
angle.
)RUP: Choose a clear format, and put the message
(the news, the problem, your opinion) right at the
start of the piece. Tip: analyse in newspapers and
magazines how other people tackle a news item, a
news article, an opinion piece, column or news report.
%XVLQHVVRUSHUVRQDO": Personal style is always
better, but personal does not mean ‘free’: choose a
strict structure. Writers who know a lot about a
subject are often more likely to use a personal
style because they are able to write with authority.
3LWIDOOV": Academics habitually use language that
is too general and includes many abstract words
like ‘cooperation’, ‘solution’ and ‘parties’. Another
pitfall is getting bogged down in scientiﬁc details.

Has the ﬁlmhouse been saved thanks to or in
spite of Wageningen UR?
‘Partly thanks to Wageningen UR. Even though
Wageningen UR kicked us out of LA3, without
those 50,000 euros we would not have been able to start up again. And over the years we have
always been able to keep going thanks to Wageningen UR. But other parties, such as the
town council and our ﬁlmgoers have contributed a lot too.’
Will you continue work with Studium Generale?
‘Yes, SG will continue to support us because we
contribute to students’ cultural development.
We shall meet regularly to see how we can support each other.’
How will Movie W have changed in September?
‘We are going to look for new audiences. Foreign students, for example, as well as companies and private individuals wanting to organize an event involving ﬁlm. But not much will
change for our audiences. Internally there will
be a few changes. We will lose our paid staff:
that work will have to be done by volunteers.’
How will we get through the months until September without Movie W?
‘In a state of depression, I guess. I can’t do anything about it. Just kidding – luckily we still have
the Heerenstraat cinema. And Move W will
come back with beautiful ﬁlms. With that in
mind, you’ll get through those months.’ 5.

Rik Nijland, freelance journalist for De
Volkskrant, Resource and other publications
6XEMHFW: Choose a juicy subject. The more
surprising, the better. But limit the scope
of the subject you choose. It is impossible
to deal with the world food problem or human rights in a few hundred words.
*UDSKLFZULWLQJ: Head straight for your
goal. Keep the side issues for another
time. Write graphically; use of mix of short
and long sentences; vary the sentence construction, don’t keep starting with the subject of the verb; avoid the words ‘you’ and
‘one’.
3LWIDOO: Whatever you do, don’t try to be
funny. That is a hazardous genre, suitable
only for really good writers. 

For the best piece of journalism a sum of no less
than 250 euros lies ready and waiting. For the
conditions, see www.resource.wur.nl.

*(=(*'
‘Your senses are stimulated far more out in the countryside
than sitting at your computer or in front of the television.’
Children should get out into the big outdoors, says Arnold van Vliet (Editie
NL, 19 maart)

.,72
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An entire supermarket has recently
been installed in the basement of
the Leeuwenborch. As test subjects
do their shopping there, consumer
researchers study their buying behaviour. What’s the best thing
about this shop? It is entirely virtual and therefore requires hardly
any space. So the research is cheap,
although it is also of great scientiﬁc interest.
Test subjects ‘enter’ the shop by
way of three big video screens. Researchers can design supermarkets in great detail on an extra powerful computer. Just like in ‘The
Sims’, but instead of furniture,
there are refrigerators, shelves and
cash registers. The shelves are fully
stocked with three-dimensional
products, such as bottles of wine
and tubs of butter.
6+233,1*/,67
Using arrow keys on the keyboard,
‘customers’ can stride along the
rows of shelves, while researchers
observe the smallest details of
their behaviour, such as which
brands and types of products they
look for as they tick off the items

on their grocery list. ‘We can see
how long they pause at a certain
spot,’ says Erica van Herpen, assistant professor of Market Research and Consumer Behaviour.
‘We can also see which product labels they read and in what order.’
All this valuable information will
tell us how the set-up in a shop can
inﬂuence our buying behaviour.
Research done in a virtual supermarket is of course much more
realistic than on a piece of paper.
But there are also practical advantages compared to a ‘real’ supermarket. Van Herpen: ‘You have all

the circumstances under control,
so that other variables cannot assert any inﬂuence. Moreover, adjustments can be made which
would not be possible in a real supermarket.’ After all, most supermarket owners would not be willing to change colour schemes or
layouts just for a short study.
18'*,1*
In her ﬁrst research, Van Herpen
looked into a tactic known as ‘nudging’. This involves using little
‘nudges’ to steer someone’s behaviour. ‘For example, you can make

sure that the healthy choice is also
the easiest choice,’ says Van Herpen. She declines to say much
about the research results yet as
the study is still in full swing.
This study is just the ﬁrst step
towards what can be done later
on. Van Herpen does not yet know
in which direction they will go,
but the possibilities are endless:
‘You can use big screens, touch
screens and the eye-tracking technique. Or you can develop a ‘lite’
version which can be used on the
internet.’ RR

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

ð &RQVXPHUUHVHDUFKLQYLUWXDO
VXSHUPDUNHW
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1RFKDQFHRIDFKDWZLWKWKHFDVKLHUDQ\PRUH

&/,0$7(,1)221285/81&+"127+$1.6
ð 9HJHWDULDQWRPDWRVRXS
JUDPV&2
ð :HGRQéWZDQWDQ\RQHPHVVLQJ
ZLWKRXUOXQFK

Commissioned by the Ministry of
Economic Affairs, Agriculture and
Innovation, researchers from Food
& Biobased Research and the Environmental Policy Group tested the
effect of environmental labels on
the buying behaviour of consumers. The trial took place in the
Restaurant of the Future on cam-

pus, where the consumption patterns of lunch-eating WUR employees are observed in the long
term.
It would be difﬁcult for the restaurant’s clients to miss the ‘climate labels’; for months, they were
found on many of the products on
the shelves. Each label had a tiny
foot with a number to indicate how
much CO2 is emitted to produce
soup, croquettes, oranges and
other foods. A colour spectrum
was later added to the footprint:
from red (for high emissions) to
green (for relatively low emissi-

ons). Video ﬁlms, posters and ﬂyers provided additional information about food choices.
3($1876
The impact of all this information
is small. The labels are of little use,
going by an analysis of the buying
behaviour. Only regular patrons of
the restaurant showed a negligible
decrease of 49 grams of CO2 in
their footprint. But that is peanuts:
a simple bowl of vegetarian tomato
soup chalks up 580 grams of CO2.
The only pattern on which the sustainability blitz had a noticeable

effect was the consumption of mineral water, sales of which dropped by 12 percent, in favour of
(free) tap water.
The study also showed why labels alone cannot fundamentally
change our lunch behaviour in
canteens. We do not appreciate interference in our private lives.
Lunch is seen as a private moment,
as test participants revealed during
discussions. It is a routine activity
and a welcome break from work.
And we don’t want to have to give it
too much thought. 5.
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Brooding birds are not easily scared
off. And certainly not by a couple of
roaring motorcycles on a racing circuit. This has been demonstrated in a
study by Alterra and SOVON Bird Research Netherlands of the inﬂuence
of noise from motorcycle races at TT
circuit Assen on nature in the nearby
Witterveld. This large nature area
(482 hectares) is right next to the racing circuit and is managed by the ministry of Defence. It is frequented by
more than 75 species of bird, very
many of which appear on the Red List
of threatened species. The scientists
studied the effect of two races in the
April-June period in 2010 and 2011 on
breeding birds in the area. Surprisingly enough, there turned out to be no
signiﬁcant effect. Apparently brooding birds are not too bothered by a
three-day motorcycle racing event just
round the corner. ‘Personally, I’m not
surprised,’ says Alterra researcher René Henkens.
7,0,1*
‘We are talking about brief bursts of

noise over just three days. Evidently,
that’s not enough to make birds
abandon their brood.’ It is largely a
question of energy, believes Henkens. The later in the breeding season, the more the energy that has
been invested. ‘So it’s all about the
timing of the event. Birds are probably more susceptible to being
disturbed while they are securing
their territory early in the breeding
season.’
‘By the way, we are not saying, go
ahead and race as much as you
want,’ adds Henkens. ‘Of course,
there’s going to be a tipping point at
which the birds won’t put up with
the noise. But it is unclear what that
threshold level is. And we can’t ask
the birds.’ According to Henkens nature is often less fragile than many
people are inclined to think. ‘My
message is this: if possible, ﬁrst monitor instead of prohibiting as a precautionary measure.’
())(&7
The study was commissioned by the
TT circuit. The circuit’s management had acquired a licence to hold
an extra car or motorcycle racing
event in the breeding season on the
condition that the effects were clearly mapped. The event meanwhile has
bitten the dust. 5.

9,6,21ǉǉ
è'HSRVLWVDUHDQHŉHFWLYHZD\RI
FROOHFWLQJERWWOHVé
6HFUHWDU\RI6WDWHIRUWKHHQYLURQPHQW-RRS$WVPD
ZDQWVWRVFUDSWKHGHSRVLWVRQSODVWLFERWWOHV+HKDV
DJUHHGRQWKLVZLWKWKHSDFNDJLQJLQGXVWU\DQGWKH
$VVRFLDWLRQRI'XWFK0XQLFLSDOLWLHV 91* *RRGLGHD"
‘I detect two contradictory trends’, says Gert Spaargaren,
professor of Environmental Policy. ‘The Dutch are environmentally aware and like to sort their garbage, dutifully
bringing their glass to the glass container and their plastic to the plastic container. We deal with waste materials
economically and the recycling system we use is reasonably effective. We understand the cradle-to-cradle principle, which bottle deposits support.
And on the other hand, new techniques come out which
can make it attractive for industry not to sort waste. For a
while we separated tins from the rest, until it turned out
to be easier to extract the tins from the garbage with a
magnet. People understand that.
I look at the abolition of deposits on plastic bottles in the
light of all this. Of course I don’t know all the arguments
but I do know that collecting those large bottles takes up
a lot of space at supermarkets. But you could solve that by
shredding them at the collection point. I gather that’s
what they do in Germany and Sweden. The deposit system
is working well and I see no reason to change it. On the
other hand I am not afraid the ruling will lead to a lot
more litter, as some critics believe. The Dutch are not indifferent to litter; they like to dispose of it tidily.
The municipal councils are in favour of extending the deposit system. That is logical because it means they don’t
have to collect the bottles. The question remains: is garbage collection the responsibility of government or of private individuals? Without deposits on bottles at the supermarkets, the municipal councils have to collect more
garbage. Large-scale collection of waste by supermarkets
has not been a success. People are more used to seeing it
as a public service. But that comes at a price for consumers. I am paying more and more in waste disposal charges to the council.’ $6

3 52326,7,21
‘If you tend to do things wrong the ﬁrst time,
don’t try skydiving’
Marjolein Elisabeth Lof
7KHUDFLQJWUDFNDW$VVHQZLWKWKH:LWWHUYHOGWRSULJKW
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1(:(&27(67)25*026
ð &RPSDUHHFRORJLFDOHŉHFWRI
*02VWRWKDWRIVHYHUDO
UHJXODUFURSV
ð $GYLFHRI&RPPLVVLRQRQ
*HQHWLF0RGLŊFDWLRQ &2*(0 

Currently a GMO is still compared
primarily with the same plant
without the transgene. But it is
better to compare it with several
different varieties, advise three
Wageningen PhD scholars. ‘The
farmer can choose from several varieties, each of which has a slightly
different ecological effect’, says supervisor Marcel Dicke. ‘You have to
take account of that variety and establish the range of the effects of
the common cultivated varieties.
Then you look at whether the ef-

fect of a GMO lies within the
range.’
The Wageningen research focused on GMOs with resistance to
pest insects. Doctoral student Benyamin Houshyani made a couple
of transgenic plants. One of them
produced an odour that attracted
the natural enemy of the red spider
mite, the predatory mite. Another
contained genes that increased the
production of natural antibodies
against caterpillars. His colleagues
Martine Kos and Patrick Kabouw
assessed the ecological effects of
these plants on other insects and
on soil life.
In the cases studied, the ecological effects of the GMOs were no
bigger than those of their natural
counterparts among regular crops.
‘But the effects of GMOs can be

bigger’, says Dicke. ‘It depends on
the characteristics that are built
in.’ The study was done on the
model plant Arabidopsis. The data
are transferable to varieties of
other crops, such as cabbage. The
researchers are advising COGEM

è,WZRXOGEHEHWWHUWR
FRPSDUHWKHHFRORJLFDO
HŉHFWVRI*02VWRWKRVHRI
VHYHUDOUHJXODUFURSVé
to compare the ecological effects
of GMOs to those of several regular crops, as well as to measure the
effects exclusively in organisms
which are genuinely exposed to
GMOs. $6

)81*8667($/6
3/$17*(1(6
The fungus Verticillium infects tomatoes with help from a gene
which it has previously ‘kidnapped’
from a plant, report Wageningen
phytopathologists in the journal
PNAS. The soil fungus causes the
wilting disease in tomatoes and
other crops. The tomato, however,
does have a defence mechanism to
keep the fungus at bay: the immune receptor Ve1. But researchers noticed that tomatoes with Ve1
are not always able to avoid damage caused by the fungus. They
found a gene, Ave1, which makes
the fungus more aggressive. The
disadvantage of this gene is that
the plant does recognize the fungus. This could have its uses for
plant breeders, who could build
Ve1 into other crops to prevent
$6
fungal diseases.

7+((7+,&62)$5($/ɺ/,)(&<%25*
ð &\ERUJWHFKQRORJ\LVQR
VFLHQFHŊFWLRQ
ð è'RQéWVHHWHFKQRORJ\DV
VHSDUDWHIURPSHRSOHé

The cyborgs are here! OK, there are
no Darth Vaders or Terminators
roaming the streets yet, but more
and more people are not made entirely of organic matter. They have
pacemakers, for example, or implanted electrodes. This month,
the Wageningen Science Café will
be all about cyborgs and the ethical questions they raise. The guests
are psychiatrist Damiaan Denys of
the University of Amsterdam and
technology philosopher Paul Verbeek of the University of Twente.
Both make clear that they are not
coming to indulge in far-fetched
speculations or science ﬁction.
‘There are already an awful lot
of real ethical problems’, says Denys. He researches deep-brain stimulation, involves implanting an
electrode to stimulate certain re-

gions of the brain. This has been
used for some time to treat Parkinson’s disease, but Denys uses it for
psychiatric patients who do not
respond to other treatments.
In doing so, he encounters all
sorts of problems. For example, some patients threaten suicide in order to get themselves referred for
treatment. In other cases, the therapy does not reduce the
symptoms but the patient does become a lot happier. Or the treat-

ment does work, but at the cost of
a change in character. This faces
Denys and his patients with painful decisions. And yet Denys believes there are plenty of possibilities for these patients: ‘For them it
is often a case of: it’s this or death.’
According to Verbeek, the brain
implantations raise a great many
questions because they touch on

issues of personal freedom.
But he does not believe the
answer lies in keeping
the technology at bay,
even though he does
urge caution in how
we use it. With the
help of ethics.
‘People and technology are not two
separate domains,
with ethics patrolling the border’, says
Verbeek. ‘You cannot
understand human
beings without reference
to technology. With each
new technology, humanity
reinvents itself.’ This provokes resistance, but that has
always been the case. Even
when people learned to write or
could see clearly again thanks to
spectacles. RR
29 March, 20.00 hours, Café Loburg,
with live music by Too Square. Science
Café Wageningen is an initiative by
Resource and others.
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ǋǋ5(6285&(:851/
7KHUHKDYHEHHQSUREOHPVZLWKDFFHVVWRWKH
ZHEVLWHLQUHFHQWZHHNVEXWIRUWXQDWHO\WKHVH
KDYHQRZEHHQVROYHG6RFRPHDORQJDQGGLVFXVV
IUDXGPHJDEDUQVDQGORWVPRUH7KHUDFHWRZLQ
WKH*ROGHQ7UROOIRUWKHEHVWFRPPHQWVLVVWLOO
ZLGHRSHQ
*RWVRPHWKLQJWRVD\WRR"Email your views to resource@wur.nl.

7+(3$57<é612729(5
He was all ﬁred up for a great party and delicious food,
wrote Ryan from Trinidad and Tobago recently in Typical Dutch. Only to end up spending an incredibly dull
evening with nothing to eat. Everyone had an opinion
about Dutch birthday parties on our English site.
‘I felt sorry for you’, starts -DP. ‘But perhaps Dutch
people at least oﬀer a sandwich for their guest.’ There
is often a lot of grumbling online about the Dutch character and this is no exception. ‘Pﬀ, civilized’, says 7.
‘It’s the only time the Dutch behave civilized. The rest
of the year they’re cutting in line in the supermarket,
rushing into the train or the lift before the people in it
can get out.’ $XNDP$GK has experienced plenty of
enjoyable birthday parties and counters the griping
with an opposing view. ‘It was just one birthday party
that he went to. I am not Dutch but let’s not judge all
of them based on this one single incident.’ You’ve got
a point, admits T, only to gripe one last time: ‘These
kinds of birthdays are such a fascinating contradiction to the Dutch behaviour I regularly encounter.’

(&2/2*,67810$6.6)5$8'
Wageningen ecologist Patrick Jansen was amazed when
he was given an article for a peer review and recognized his own texts. What followed was the thrilling
unmasking of a thief systematically stealing papers,
which even got Jansen noticed by Science.

0(*$ɺ%$510(*$ɺ%$'"
Armed with an Alterra report, State Secretary Bleker
wants to call a halt to mega-barns. This report, which
appeared in December, showed that the number of such
mega-barns has exploded in recent years; indeed,
increasing scale is the general trend in the Netherlands.
%UDP doesn’t think it makes sense to discourage large
farms. ‘Is this law only going to apply to livestock
farming or is it going to be introduced for the entire
economy?’ he asks sarcastically. He says there is no
link between the scale of a farm and animal welfare.
)ULWV2Y does not agree. ‘You happen to forget that
people are also a welfare parameter. These farms are
being set up in areas that are totally unsuited for the
dynamics they introduce.’ What is more, the agricultural sector is spared and indulged all too often.
Then %UDP joins in. ‘You also forget that farmers
invest huge sums in order to safeguard all sorts of
environmental aspects. They can only recover those costs by increasing scale.’ %UDP
says the aversion to mega-barns is emotional. And ‘in my opinion you cannot and
should not base policy on emotions.’

ILLUSTRATION: ESTHER BROUWER

‘Unbelievable. You would think that sort of
thing would soon come to light in normal searches for articles...’ starts 6DQGHU. Then Jansen

gets compliments from colleagues. Finally, 0LFKªOH
*LPEUªUH tries to start a discussion about what students can learn from this. She gives a link to an article in which a lecturer tells how she got students to
‘steal’ each other’s work. Their genuine indignation
made for an educational lesson about the evils of plagiarism. If you have an opinion, why not comment!
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‘They think my knowledge
undermines the system’
He saw soldiers mistreating a woman and intervened.
Since then, Iranian researcher Farzeen has been a political refugee.
The university of Wageningen oﬀered him a temporary base but his
future is uncertain. ‘If I don’t manage to get a PhD place… well,
then I don’t know what to do.’
text: Nicolette Meerstadt / photo: Bart de Gouw

N

o photos and don’t use people’s real names…
the conditions on which Farzeen was prepared
to be interviewed suggested a nervous person,
but the Iranian researcher turned out to be extremely relaxed and friendly. ‘Those were precautions’, he explained. More to protect his family in Iran
than himself. Farzeen is one of the 21 refugee academics
now at Dutch universities through the Scholars at Risk
programme (SAR, see box).

SCHOLARS AT RISK
Since 2009, scientists who
are no longer safe in their
home countries have been
coming to the Netherlands
through the Scholars at
Risk (SAR) programme in
collaboration with the
Dutch foundation for refugee students, UAF. There
are already 21 scholars at
various universities
through this programme.
Assistance from SAR entails either assistance in
getting a position at a university, or a grant for one
year, half of which is paid
for by the university. The
year can be used to submit
a PhD proposal or to apply

for research funding or an
academic job. The scientists do not then need to
apply for asylum, they can
carry on working and their
careers do not come to a
standstill.
There are currently 12 Iranian academics in the Netherlands through SAR.
‘The situation there is very
diﬃcult at present, and
there is no question of
their going back for the
time being’, says Berend
Jonker, who works for SAR.
There are particular criteria for obtaining assistance from SAR. ‘You have to
have completed a Master’s

at least, and it is important that you have something to oﬀer a university’,
explains Jonker. As to
whether people eventually
return to their countries,
that is a matter of personal choice. Jonker: ‘But if
they do, they will still go
on beneﬁtting from their
good contacts in the Netherlands.’
SAR would very much like
to place more researchers
with Wageningen UR. ‘We
often have people who
would ﬁt in well here, given Wageningen’s international proﬁle’, says Jonker.

Why did you ﬂee?
‘I was already studying in the Netherlands and had returned to Iran to do ﬁeld work for my thesis. One day, after
a long day in the laboratory, I saw an old woman being attacked on the street by two soldiers. They were beating her
with sticks. It was a reﬂex to get between them. ‘What on
earth are you doing?’ I shouted, ‘This is not normal!’ The
woman jumped into a taxi and disappeared, so I had
achieved my goal. But the soldiers took photos of me.
When I got back to the Netherlands I heard that I was
on the ‘blacklist’. That means you run a high risk of being
arrested as you go through the Iranian customs. After that
they could do whatever they liked with me. I certainly
wouldn’t be able to get out of the country again, because
they take away your passport. That is why I stayed in the
Netherlands. I have not applied for asylum for fear of not
getting refugee status. My case may not be high-risk
enough to qualify.’
How do you know you are being watched?
‘My father once got a phone call from someone in the
government. “We know what your son is up to”, the person said. Beyond that, you hear a lot of information on the
grapevine, but nothing ofﬁcial. I once had an anonymous
call myself, saying, “Look out, we are watching you.” Not
nice.’
Are you still in contact with your family?
‘I can call my parents on the internet, but we can’t
speak freely. In Iran you can only access the internet
through government channels. It is not an independent
medium like it is here. So if I talk to my parents we only
discuss everyday matters. We do use a lot of similes and
metaphors, so as to communicate something without actually saying it.’

27 augustus
2009
RESOURCE — 22
March 2012

(5(6SLQGG



features << 13

FORBIDDEN SCIENCE MONOLOGUES
Academics who are kept under surveillance in their own
countries tend to have interesting stories to tell. A number of these stories have been dramatized in The Forbidden Science Monologues, which is touring the Netherlands this month. The theatre company will be at
the Aula in Wageningen on 26 March, when Manoushka
Zeegelaar performs an Iranian story and Roger Goudsmit an Iraqi one. The show will be followed by a discussion with television presenter Jan Douwe Kroeske and
labour MP Jeroen Dijsselbloem.

Is it tough not to have close contact with them?
‘Of course it is, but at least I am safe, and I don’t want to
put them in danger in any way. What really hurts is that my
brother is getting married soon and I can’t be there.’
You don’t come across as a big rebel. Why does the regime
keep you under surveillance, then?
‘The regime is very sensitive about people living outside Iran. We come into contact with other customs and
we learn to think for ourselves. You could see the regime
as a big umbrella: if you are not standing right underneath
it, they see you as opposition.’
As a scientist, are you particularly suspect?
‘I could use my research to improve conditions for farmers in Iran. I could save them time, water and money. I
have developed a material to do this with at a European
company and I would love to introduce it in Iran. But they
would rather import the material from China, because
they are keen to do business there. And they can make
more money that way. My knowledge undermines the system, they reckon. That could also be the reason why I am
on the blacklist.’
What differences have struck you since coming to live in
the Netherlands?
‘That you can insult the queen if you want to without
anything happening to you. Some things make me laugh
here, like the time the Atlas building was cleared because
of a suspicious package. Everyone in a panic, the media

‘What really hurts is that
my brother is getting married soon
and I can’t be there’
present – and all for nothing. In Iran people were killed
just for going out in the streets and saying “where is my
vote?”. Scientists have been attacked and killed. A simple
package would not cause such upheaval there.’
What are your plans in the Netherlands?
‘My SAR grant is for one year. I am using that time to
write a PhD proposal and be able to stay longer term. If I
manage that then I can stay here, because after ﬁve years I

Farzeen makes the V sign, which has been a symbol of hope for a better future in Iran since
the 2009 elections.

can apply for a residence permit. If I don’t manage to get
a PhD place… well, I don’t know what I will do. That is why
I am working like a robot now in the hope of getting a place.’
How do you see your future?
‘I will go on supporting my country. I can do that by
helping Iranian companies and farmers. It is not so easy
to do it from a distance, but there are data like satellite
photos and GIS maps available, so I can work with those.
Eventually I hope to go back but that is impossible as long
as this regime is in power. My dearest wish is that the leaders will change their attitude.’
The academic’s name has been changed at his request.
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Doomed to be
unemployed
It looks as though anyone coming out of Dutch universities at the moment can
forget the idea of landing a job. It is a long time since the job prospects for
graduates were so poor, and even Wageningen’s green domain is aﬀected. But
there is light at the end of the tunnel.
text: Irene Boers / illustration: Kito

L

et us start with some sobering statistics. The number of vacancies in the Netherlands has fallen
drastically in the last three years. At the moment
there are about 120,000 vacancies, half the number of jobs going at the end of 2008. And the malaise is not sparing higher education graduates. In fact,
the number of unemployed graduates rose from 66,000 in
2008 to 100,000 in 2010.
Wageningers tend to take such news with a pinch of
salt. Unemployment? Isn’t that more of an issue for philosophers and literary scholars? Well, yes and no. It is true
that there are big differences between sectors. In the
health care sector, the demand for educated staff has stayed high and is expected to continue to do so. Some Wageningen UR graduates can beneﬁt from that. But in other
Wageningen ﬁelds, people are deﬁnitely going to feel the
pinch.
Ecojob is a job broker that specializes in what it calls
‘environment jobs’. Jeroen van de Kamp, himself a graduate of VHL, runs Ecojob’s Apeldoorn ofﬁce. He has seen
the market collapse in the last year. Jobs with companies
have been getting thinner on the ground since 2009, but
in 2011 the government budget cuts started to be felt in
government departments like the Service for Water and
Land Management too. Van de Kamp: ‘There are about
200 young job-seekers registered with us, half of them
with a university background. But the number of vacancies is limited. In a good week we might get about ten. So
at the moment we are not able to help very many people
ﬁnd jobs.
FLEXI CONTRACTS
The decline in job opportunities is not the only problem.
Many starters are kept on a string on ‘ﬂexi-contracts’ for
years, only to be made redundant in the end. Van de
Kamp: ‘An increasingly common model is the ‘ﬂexible ou-

ter peel’: a company has a core team of permanent staff
surrounded by a layer of ﬂexi staff, taken on or dismissed
according to the economic climate.’ The Dutch employees’ insurance agency UVW reported recently that only
2000 people were offered a permanent post in the Netherlands in 2011, as opposed to 82,000 (!) the year before. So
it is rare these days for anyone to start their career with the
security of a permanent post. This is difﬁcult, especially
since in as many as 80 percent of the cases, the long-term
ﬂexi contracts do not lead to a permanent post. Only for
positions that are difﬁcult to ﬁll are permanent contracts
offered. Van de Kamp sees this too and deplores the development. ‘We would much prefer to help people get a permanent post.’
AGEING
Gloom and doom, then. But there is a glimmer of hope, labour market specialists assure us. They blame the falling
number of jobs on the recession. In the longer term, the
ageing population should lead to a growth. Ton Wilthagen, labour market professor at the University of Tilburg,
calculated that about 200,000 baby boomers are leaving

Only for positions that are
diﬃcult to ﬁll are permanent
contracts oﬀered
the labour market every year. That is about 4 percent of the
graduate professional population. The inﬂux of new graduates stays at around 3.5 percent, leaving a shortfall of
about half a percent. In the technical, education and care
sectors, big shortages are even predicted.
This broader trend is making its mark at Ecojob, too.
Van de Kamp: ‘Recently, demand has started going up a
bit again, whereas the crisis is not over yet. That might
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‘REJECTIONS ARE DISCOURAGING’
Lizet (25) graduated in
2010 in Forest and Nature
Management. ‘I have been
looking for a job for one
and a half years already. I
have sent oﬀ 26 letters of
application, most of them
for jobs in my own ﬁeld. I
was invited for interview
for just one application,
for a PhD position. That
was after getting some advice from the UWV about
how to sell myself better
in a letter. Apparently it
worked. But I didn’t get
through the selection procedure after that. I am
doing voluntary work for a
landscape organization in
the province of Overijssel.
For a bit more security, I

am going to work for the
tax information line. I am
happy to have something
at least. It will be nice, as
well, if I can then aﬀord to
live independently again. I
am ready for that. It is
very frustrating and demotivating constantly to
hear: ‘Thank you for your
interest, but…’ I will keep
trying and hope to ﬁnd something related to my ﬁeld
as soon as possible. I
think it will come – you
have to stay optimistic. At
some point they won’t be
able to ignore all the nature and environment people anymore. After all,
everything needs to become more sustainable.’

‘YOU START FROM SCRATCH AGAIN’
Wouter (28) graduated in
spatial planning in September 2010. It is diﬃcult
for him to ﬁnd a permanent job in his ﬁeld. ‘I
have had a number of jobs
but only one in spatial
planning. I have applied
for about 25 jobs. They
were not all equally nice,
but beggars can’t be
choosers. I was invited for
interview for precisely one
job. Usually I get told there
were anything from 100 to
300 applicants and that
other candidates’ proﬁles
were a better ﬁt. In January I started working in IT;
after all, you’d rather work

that sit around at home. It
has the advantage that
you are working and therefore getting some work experience. And then you
also learn some new
things about IT and project management. The disadvantage is that you have
to start from scratch again.
You have no IT experience
and that is reﬂected in the
sort of work you do and
the salary you get. I’ll just
have to wait until the crisis blows over. Of course I
keep on looking at nice
spatial planning vacancies, but at least I’ve got
something to do now.’

Good news! / We have extended your contract by ﬁve minutes! / ... so you’ve got time to ﬁnish
your coﬀee...

have something to do with the need to replace the retiring
baby boomers.’ So the big dip in the labour market could
be short-lived and the departure of the baby boomers may
be the answer. But at the same time there are still more
swingeing budget cuts ahead, and we don’t yet know how
far-reaching their effects will be. Whatever happens,

doing a degree, whether in an academic ﬁeld or in the applied sciences, remains a good option, according to labour market specialists. Not only does it increase your
chances on the job market, but it also ensures you’ll be
paid more when you do land a job.

22 March 2012 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



16 >> picture

RESOURCE — 22 March 2012

(5(6SLQGG



picture << 17
LIGHT ON NATURE
It is usually pitch dark here at night. But not now. Special lamps are beaming red, green and white light over
this little bit of Veluwe nature near Kootwijk. The aim
is to see what eﬀect artiﬁcial light has on plants and
animals. That’s Wageningen research (in Nature Management and Plant Ecology) in practice for you. Note
RK / photo Bart de Gouw
the beautiful night sky (Orion).
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Wageningen’s leading lights: ecologist Marten Scheﬀer

The spirit must be free
Scientiﬁc solutions are often found through cooperation and cross-fertilization,
believes ecologist Marten Scheﬀer. That’s why he works with economists,
sociologists and brain scientists. They meet at his home, in the shed behind his
house. Because only in an informal ambiance do genuinely new ideas come into
being. ‘At things I organize, half the time is spent eating and walking.’
text: Arno van ’t Hoog / photos: Manon Bruininga

W

e arrange to meet at ecologist Marten
Scheffer’s detached 1930s home,
beside the River Waal not far from
Tiel. The conservatory, with its dining
table, has a view of the river dike 30
metres away, a massive grass embankment that towers over the house. The house and garden match their owner perfectly: relaxed, informal, natural. A box containing strap-on Frisian skates still stands in
the middle of the lounge; children’s drawings and craft
work decorate the walls. An occasional table is disappearing under all sorts of things – papers, notebooks, textbooks and sheet music (French Sonatas Volume 1, for violin & piano). Lying in the red sitting area is a guitar that’s
just asking to be picked up.
Scheffer lives here with his wife, 14-year-old son and
12-year-old daughter. He got to know his wife while working as a postdoc in the United States. ‘She does research
on terrestrial ecology and I do aquatic ecology. Now and
then we do something together. A few months ago we coauthored an article in Science.’ Such projects do not mean
that science is discussed at the dining table, says Scheffer.
‘No, projects like this always involve more researchers, so
we simply set up a work meeting.’
The Science publication develops the theme with which
Scheffer made his name internationally: alternative stable
states of complex systems, and the transitions between
them. This subject emerged when he got involved in research into cloudy and clear lakes in the late 1980s. The
article in Science describes the resilience of rainforests
and savannas. ‘We used satellite images to map them
afresh all over the world.’ Scheffer also examined whether
extreme El Niño rains can be used to restore vegetation in

areas that have lost their trees. ‘Sometimes an extreme
event can force a transition to another state. But sometimes an ecosystem is stuck in a situation and then, for
example, extreme rainfall due to El Niño can give a deforested area a helping hand, enabling it to get out of the
trap of a treeless situation.’
NOTEBOOK
The telephone interrupts the conversation a couple of
times. Nonetheless, he says, ‘In terms of ofﬁce hours, I am
seldom at work. I do many other things as well. On the
other hand, you can say that I am working all the time because I am always doing something to do with my work.’
Scheffer picks up a notebook of small sketches and writing. ‘If I am walking somewhere or sitting in the train and
I have an idea, I jot it down at once. Some ideas get elaborated. I work few explicit ofﬁce hours; a substantial part of
my work is thinking and I can do that just as well cycling to
Wageningen. I use those 20 kilometres quite deliberately
as time to think; they count as productive hours too.’
The separation between work, workplace and private
life is unclear, admits Scheffer. ‘But if you are lucky, the
subject grabs you. That can also be a pitfall, because you
can’t distance yourself from it. For much of my career, I
have worked four days a week. The rest of the time I’ve
spent mainly making music – while I’m doing that, thinking about anything else is simply out of the question – and
doing all the other things I enjoy. Such as gardening and
pruning trees, cooking tasty food, and making a couple of
hundred litres of juice every autumn from the apples in
the orchard. And I can really enjoy my children: chatting
endlessly and making music together. With their lack of
inhibition and their curiosity, children are a very good

MARTEN SCHEFFER
(AMSTERDAM, 1958)
1985 Ecology degree,
Utrecht University
1990 Dissertation entitled
‘Simple models as useful tools for ecologists’,
Utrecht University
1985-1987 Researcher, National Institute for Research in Forestry and
Landscape Structure at
‘De Dorschkamp’ estate
1987-1997 Senior researcher, Institute for Inland
Water Management and
Wastewater Treatment
(RIZA)
1998- present Professor of
Aquatic Ecology and Water Quality Manager at
Wageningen UR
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antidote for narrow-mindedness. Thanks to them I get to
learn about all sorts of new music styles, for instance.’
Music and science are a recurring theme in Scheffer’s
family history. When he was growing up here in this same
house with two musical parents, many musicians used to
visit. Other ancestors were active in the ﬁeld of science. He
walks over to the wall units and proudly hands over a hefty

‘With their lack of inhibition and their curiosity, children
are a very good antedote for narrow-mindedness’
tome on nutrition in the Dutch East Indies published in
1904 by his great-great-grandfather Dr C.L. van der Burg.
One of his grandfathers on his mother’s side knew the
pioneer of Dutch nature conservation Jac P. Thijsse, and
taught Scheffer the names of plants and birds.
It was virtually taken for granted that he would go to

both university (Biology) and a college of music. ‘I couldn’t decide and so I started them both. But at some point it
become too much, so I left the college of music.’ But he
has never stopped performing. These days he connects
music and science on the stage. In a show entitled Concerted Science, he talks about scientiﬁc insights and tries to
make the audience appreciate that new routes for scientiﬁc research can be discovered through intuition and association.
THINKING FAST
In exactly the same way, Scheffer himself seeks connections and patterns that transcend his discipline. His
approach showed that the mathematical models that can
describe the change from a clear to a cloudy lake can also
be useful when describing abrupt changes in ﬁnancial
markets. Or disruptions to the interaction between neurons at the ﬁrst onset of brain diseases. Since the ﬁrst pu-
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KEES SLINGERLAND, DIRECTOR, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES GROUP:
‘Oﬃcially, I am Marten Scheﬀer’s manager but as with all chair holders there is no bosssubordinate relationship. None whatsoever in Martin’s case: he is entirely self-directing
and knows exactly what he is going to do. In every respect, Marten is authentic, completely himself. A really amiable fellow and someone who practises science at top level,
who can explain things very well and who makes ﬁne music to boot. Marten goes for
content and is not driven by commerce. But he does valorize his ecological research
very well by making connections with all kinds of other ﬁelds of science.’

VASILIS DAKOS, FORMER DOCTORAL STUDENT, NOW POSTDOC UNDER JORDI BASCOMPTE IN SPAIN:
‘Marten develops his scientiﬁc work everywhere: at the university, at home, riding his
bike. If I have to describe his manner of working in two words, freedom and creativity
come to mind. He stimulates you to think out of the box, to be open to other inﬂuences
and to seek collaboration. Now I am trying to do that myself: to work creatively and
build bridges. As a person he is very generous, friendly and positive. Over the past six
years, his house has become my second home.’

Marten Scheﬀer: ‘For
much of my career, I
have worked four days a
week. The rest of the
time I’ve spent mainly
making music – while
I’m doing that, thinking
about anything else is
simply out of the question – and doing all the
other things I enjoy’.

blications on this subject, increasing success has been
achieved in describing these changes in systems – critical
transitions – and even in detecting the signals that precede them.
Mental leaps, that’s how he describes those ﬁrst inspirations. All sorts of cognitive research has shown that people can think in two ways, says Scheffer: ‘thinking slow
and thinking fast’ as Daniel Kahneman calls it. The ﬁrst
way is purposeful and rational reasoning, often done
sitting at a desk. The ‘fast’ thinking is unconscious, intuitive and associative. ‘Often, it is during thinking of this
type that the bigger connections happen. All major breakthroughs in science involve these intuitive clicks. But all
the systems we use to structure our work are about thinking slow: sitting, having meetings, timekeeping. We have
no way at all of facilitating and institutionalizing spontaneous and associative thinking.’
So how can you stimulate people to make leaps in their
thinking more often? ‘By ensuring that they take a broader view of things and get more input from other ﬁelds and
methods. Reading and talking on a wide range of topics.
And having the time to process that. That’s not something
you do at a desk, it happens much more easily if you go
and eat or walk with people. If you want to stimulate that,
you have to do some social engineering: ensure that people get together. And if you don’t want to use coercion,
then you need to make sure, for example, that there’s really tasty food. If you look at famous institutes, at one the secret will be a really good expresso-maker, at another it will
be a weekly get-together for drinks on a roof terrace, or a
canteen with long tables. That may sound mundane but in
our normal ofﬁce life, all that social interaction is seen as
wasted time.’
LIGHTING A FIRE
Behind his house, Scheffer has put his ideas about social
engineering into practice. We walk there, past the treehouse next to the front door, past chickens scratching

about for food and the stationwagon parked casually on
the grass. Scheffer calls the self-built accommodation a
shed with a wood-burning stove, but it is actually a ﬁne
house with French doors opening onto the orchard. This
is where he receives scientists. There is a table, a kitchenette and numerous whiteboards on the walls. The landing
provides enough space to play music. ‘I hold small workshops here. Such informal gatherings work well. A few
years ago a workshop that consisted mainly of walking led
to an extensively cited Nature article about generic early
warning signals.’
Visiting researchers spend the night at a small local hotel; they cycle to Scheffer’s home. ‘We talk in the shed and
now and then we walk to the river. We light a ﬁre. At things
I organize, half the time is spent eating, walking or taking
the occasional swim in the nearby gravel pit lake. These
gatherings are unconventional but enormously productive. I think that we suffer greatly from the zeitgeist of control, which makes us want to manage both the scientiﬁc
output and the process that gives rise to it. That is a mistaken notion of how you can arrive at new insights.’
New breakthroughs do not present themselves for the
picking, like ripe apples on the tree of knowledge. Besides
thinking and having ideas, Scheffer spends much time
and energy on reading up on new disciplines and seeking
clariﬁcation from researchers. ‘It takes a while before you
have enough knowledge to get beyond a naïve understanding and get a grasp of the really interesting questions . But
after all these years, I am getting better and better at knowing what works in this interdisciplinary approach, both in
the social sphere and in terms of the scientiﬁc directions
in which you can search. So the dynamics of the practice
of science are showing me the way. But the outcome is
always uncertain. Sometimes it comes to nothing, and at
other times you do hit on something. It is a calculated risk,
but I enjoy being occupied in an adventurous way. If you
don’t keep on the move, you won’t ﬁnd any new paths.’
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STRESS?

GET USED TO IT!
Two out of ﬁve students in the Netherlands suﬀer serious study stress, the
recent survey revealed. Secretary of State Halbe Zijlstra was unmoved.
‘Nothing wrong with a bit of stress. You’ll have to deal with it when you go
out to work later too.’ So study stress is just good practice for real life.
text: Linda van der Nat / illustration: Henk van Ruitenbeek

Jaap Sok
MSc Management Economics and
Consumer Studies, nearly ﬁnished
‘ I can see what Zijlstra means. I see
my studies as a form of work. You are
not paid for it, but you are working
on your future. Later on you will face
stress too: you have to meet objectives, collaborate with colleagues, ﬁnish projects. If you fail,
you get the sack or your salary is docked. If you experience
stress during your studies you’ll be better equipped to deal
with it later on. At university there is only pressure to achieve with a couple of assignments. For the rest it is up to you
whether you get an 8 or a 6 for an exam.
I am spending 40 hours a week on my ﬁnal research project, and I enjoy it. I am given quite a lot of freedom, and
there is no one breathing down my neck. Any stress I am
under, I generate myself, because I want to prove myself,
not because the workload is too heavy.’

David Marcelis
MSc Geo-information Sciences,
graduated 4 months ago
‘Study stress is not good practice for
later. You should try to avoid stress
both during your studies and in your
work. I do think that some programmes or courses could justiﬁably demand more discipline from students so as to prepare
them for working life.

I have now been working at eLEAF in Wageningen for more than four and a half months. I did a ﬁve-month internship there as part of my degree. Now I am working I get
more stressed. The stress doesn’t come from my work as
such, but because I spend more of my week working than I
used to spend on my studies. So I am ﬁnding it hard to ﬁt in
all my other activities. When I was studying I wasn’t bothered by stress much because I generally found it quite easy to meet my commitments in the allotted time. Only
during the last one to two years did the pressure increase,
but that came mainly from my extra-curricular activities.’

Barbara Veltrop
Internal Communication, coordinates
the staﬀ satisfaction survey
‘The Staff Monitor shows that half of
all our staff regularly feel the work
pressure on them is too much. The
feeling of high work pressure can be
prevented by good work planning.
And planning and good organization can be learned. Students are already learning that. And this gives them strategies for later, when they go out to work.
At the same time, studying and working are two different
things. When you are working you sometimes have to juggle with ten different balls at the same time. You’ve got
projects, mega projects, day-to-day business and unexpected things that come up. Planning is easier for a student:
it’s all about you; you are the one who has to get the gra-
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des. At work you are often dependent on what others deliver as well.’

Alet Leemans
Programme coordinator for Soil,
Water and Atmosphere
‘If you get an academic job, you need
to be able to cope with work pressure, stress and planning. The brain is
still developing until you are 23 to 24
years old, which is why young people
are not always good at working systematically and planning.
For that reason it is good to pay attention to this during
their higher education. Not every student has problems to
the same extent though. There are students who don’t
seem at all bothered by stress, and have a ‘wait and see’ attitude, but there are others who do get very stressed.
I don’t agree with Halbe Zijlstra. It seems to me a better
idea for students to learn to deal with stress positively. I regularly see students who are now experiencing extra stress
on top of the usual study stress, as a result of the new cabinet’s rulings.’

Stefano Risso
First year MSc student of Food
Technology
‘In Italy, after my catering training I
worked as a cook fulltime for three
years. That was very stressful; I had
no life outside my work. When I was
22 I decided to study again. Because I
have a Dutch girlfriend and this university has a good reputation, I came to Wageningen for a Master’s. At weekends I still work as a cook.
I am quite stressed now; the periods are extremely short
and the courses are difﬁcult. But I beneﬁt from the stress I
had at work because it has made me more resistant to study
stress. You know it can be stressful in a work situation. So
it is good for students to experience a little study stress, especially if they do not have a job while they are students.
Stress is just part of life. But sometimes I do think the university asks too much of its students, because most students have to work as well as study.’
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The secrets of Herenstraat 14, part 4

ANYTHING BUT CLOTHES
The dreary winter is over, crocuses are coming up all around us and skirts day is just around the corner. To add
to the spring feeling, H14 threw its tenth house party last week. The theme was ABC: Anything But Clothes.
text: Nicolette Meerstadt / photos: Emma Teuling

The publicity left no room for doubt: if you don’t stick to the theme, you
won’t get in. The lads of H14 could not enforce the rule 100 percent but they
certainly did their best. JJ: ‘A really tall bloke turned up at the door. I said,
you can’t come in like that, you are not in fancy dress. “Yes but I am French”,
he tried. Ten minutes later he had pulled his T-shirt over his head, so I had
mercy on him.’
Hosts JJ and Mohamed
are raring to go. ‘These
are two hygiene aprons
from the factory’, says
JJ. But he is proudest
of his snazzy underpants with their
leopard skin print.
Mohamed rediscovered
his love of craftwork in
making his costume.
‘Back to my childhood’, he beams.
The DJ’s in two different rooms play
lively stubdep and
drum ‘n bass. But
the real action is in
the corridors and
many corners of the
house. It was
reported on Facebook the next day
that 62 percent of
the H14 residents
‘scored’.

Mister Facebook was a popular guest. You could ‘like’ him by putting a message on his ‘wall’. ‘Fantastic how much trouble people went to over their costumes’, beams Mohamed.
The guests
needed stamina. The
corridor was
almost impenetrable, it
was so full. At
three o’clock
people were
still desperately trying to
get in.
JJ found a
kissing couple
in the kitchen
at ﬁve thirty.
‘I showed
them the
door.’

RESOURCE — 22 March 2012

(5(6SLQGG



student << 25

Safe sex for newts

A small river, the Potmarge, runs
behind Van Hall Larenstein in
Leeuwarden. On spring mornings
and evenings, small amphibians
can be seen running around there
in pursuit of a mate. This entails
crossing a cycle path, where large
numbers end up squashed by cyclists and scooter riders. Last year,
fourth year student Carlijn Lanrijssens and her fellow student Tariq
Stark sometimes counted as many
as 30 squashed newts on the cycle
path. ‘We thought that shouldn’t
be allowed to happen right next to
a green applied sciences university.

What is more, it is unique that there is such a big population of
newts so close to a town centre’,
says Carlijn.
GRASS SNAKE
Tariq and Carlijn took the initiative to launch a rescue operation.
With the help of Leeuwarden municipal council, they placed 130
metres of fencing along the Potmarge, with thirty buckets dug into
the soil on both sides of it. Twice a
day, a group of students liberate
the newts from the buckets and
transfer them safely to the other
side. Sometimes the catch includes
an unfortunate frog or toad. Every
bucket contains a stick or twig, ‘so
that mice can climb out again.’
The students register the number
of newts and their sex, in order to

PHOTO: HOGE NOORDEN

Keeping newts safe on the dangerous road to love. Students of
Wildlife Management at VHL
Leeuwarden have been working
at this for about two weeks now.

Lighting the way for the newt.

learn something about the Potmarge newt population.
The newts will be helped across
the road until the ﬁrst week of
April. Carlijn: ‘I am still hoping to

ﬁnd a grass snake in one of the
buckets. I would be so nice if they
were living so close to the town
centre too.’ KdM

CLASSIC TALL
SHIPS RACE

Wageningen women runners did well in London
A Dutch women students’ team
including two students from
Wageningen pulled out all the
stops in the Hyde Park Relays.
The team came in third in the
annual relay held in London’s
Hyde Park, beating even the
esteemed Oxford team.

Zeus ladies team with Marlou Bijlsma and Esther Swart in the middle.

teams from Cambridge University
(52.59) and St. Mary’s (53.42).
BATAVIERENRACE
Bijlsma considers the Hyde Park
race as a prelude to the Batavierenrace, the biggest student relay in
the Netherlands. She has full conﬁdence in the Wageningen team:
‘Our team is very strong this year;
we have many good runners. We
are deﬁnitely going to win.’ Their
biggest rival, Groningen, is not as
good as in previous years, says

Bijlsma. ‘Our only risk is getting
an injury; we therefore need to
have good reserves.’
To join this high-ﬂying Batavieren team, you need to be a fast
runner. Women must be able to
cover 2.5 kilometres at an average
of 14 km/h, while men have to
cover 5 kilometres at an average
of 16 km/h.
If you think you ﬁt the bill,
sign up by sending a mail to
batavierenrace@wur.nl. NM

CREDIT FOTOGRAAF

Foreign teams do not normally
stand out in the Hyde Park Relays, which are a typical student
competition not unlike the
Dutch ‘Batavierenrace’. But on a
smaller scale, says athlete Marlou Bijlsma. Besides a large
number of English competitors,
there were also students from
Spain and Poland, for example.
Hyde Park happens to be the
competition venue for the triathlon in the coming summer Olympic Games.
The Dutch team ‘Zeus Dames’
ran four rounds of 3.5 kilometres
within a time of 53.52 minutes.
The team, with its two Tartlétosmembers, Marlou Bijlsma and
Esther Swart, was the fastest
foreign women’s team and came
third overall, losing only to the

Hoist the sails! In the week of 2
April, the annual Race of the
Classics will take place again.
This is the biggest student
sailing event in Europe, in which
teams from a number of Dutch
universities race each other on
traditionally rigged tall ships.
This year ‘the Race’, as it is popularly known, will include a Wageningen team. The team is made up
of 22 students who will be sailing
the Oban, a 39-metre German
lugger.
A total of 500 students take part
in the sailing race. The ships sail
from the Rotterdam marina towards a Dutch or Belgian harbour.
Then, weather permitting, they
cross the North Sea to England,
returning to ﬁnish the race at
LvdN
IJmuiden.
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DEBT

APP

It will get to you if you look at it for too long. What? The National Student
Debt Counter (www.wiebetaaltderekening.nl) that keeps track of the total
student debts in the Netherlands. It is already at well over 5.8 billion
euros and another 17 euros is added every second. The counter is part of
the ISO’s campaign against state secretary Zijlstra’s plans for education.
Oh yes, and you can sign a petition.

Are you totally depressed by those rising student debts? An ex-student
has developed an app with which you can calculate the cheapest way to
pay oﬀ your debts. With Schuldvrij (debt-free) you won’t have to unquestioningly accept DUO’s debt payment scheme, claims the app-maker. Good
to know. And all for 79 cents. No better investment in your funding.

Burdened by debt – thanks to Zijlstra

Like their colleagues in other student cities, Wageningen’s champions of student interests were taking part in the campaign week
run by the National Union of Students (LSVb). The entrance hall of
the Forum was decked out with
banners and Pulse, VeSte and

Rood collected petition signatures
destined for The Hague. All the
campaigns target the various cuts
in higher education. The slow student ﬁne and higher tuition fees
for a second Master’s have already
been introduced. State secretary
Zijlstra also wants to scrap student
grants for Master’s degrees, restrict rights to free public transport
and cut down on supplementary
grants.
DAY OF MOURNING
On Wednesday a delegation from
the Student Council parties VeSte

The campaigns in
Forum target the
various cuts in
higher education.

and Pulse will cycle from Amsterdam to the Binnenhof in The
Hague to express their concerns
about the reduction of student travel rights. In The Hague the students will present the collected
protest signatures to the Lower

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

Student debts that weigh you
down like a ball and chain. That
is how Wageningen student organizations VeSte and Pulse chose
to draw attention to Halbe
Zijlstra’ plans the Forum on 19
March.

House of the Dutch Parliament. The
highpoint of the campaign week will
be the national demonstration on
Friday 23 March in Amsterdam. It
will be a Day of Mourning, and blackclad students will commemorate the
dreams they must now forget. LvdN

FOR AND AGAINST
Proposition: Giving money to charity is a waste of time.
Too much of it is swallowed up by overheads.

MARLIES: It is good to be critical of charities. There is no place in
them for fat salaries for managers or unethical investments. But I
think it is nonsense to tar them all with the same brush. I sometimes
think that people use the fact that some organizations function badly as an excuse not to give anything at all. But I think it is sad that we
(myself included) so often prioritize our own luxury over aid for people who are starving. And that the environment is suffering more and
more. In other words, be critical, but don’t use it as an excuse just to
keep your money for yourself, in our still rich country.

JILLIS RESPONDS; It is not about putting our own luxury ﬁrst. It
is about the fact that aid money is used badly or even counterproductively. In the case of Darfur, donors are just helping the rebels.
In that case you are crazy if you keep on giving. I think in fact it is
easier and more important for a lot of people to buy off their guilt
feelings than to think about what is being done with their money.

FOTO’S: BART DE GOUW

Marlies Bos (the left-wing ﬂuﬀy type) and Jillis Herweijer (the right-wing Hooray Henry type) rarely see eye to eye on matters of politics, the environment or student life.

JILLIS: The phrase ‘charity industry’ sums it up, really: charities have
become commercialized and are nothing more than a – badly run –
industry. The management of these charities sometimes get ludicrously high salaries, some of them more than the Prime Minister. Pots of
money go into overheads. Advertising campaigns with celebrities cost a
fortune. And whatever is left over often ends up in the wrong places too.
People who lost one boat in the infamous tsunami ended up with four
or ﬁve boats afterwards. In Darfur aid supplies were stolen and stockpiled by the rebels, who were able to blackmail the population with
them. In Haiti aid supplies were stolen too. I could go on and on. People should think a bit more critically before giving money to a ´good´
cause.

MARLIES RESPONDS: You can ﬁnd out a lot on the CBF website about
how the money is spent: many charities use their money very well. And
what you are doing is easy: mention a couple of examples of where it
has gone wrong and then base your opinion entirely on that. You should
think a bit more critically before you make sweeping generalizations.
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BOO!

EASY AS PI

A student at Cambridge University has been suspended until the end of
2014 because he disrupted a speech by the British minister of Education
last year. With this radical poem: ‘You are a man who believes in the market and the power of competition to drive up quality. But look to the
world around you: your gods have failed.’ Others in the audience repeated the poem like a mantra until the minister gave up on his speech. Sixty
others have asked to share the punishment.

There is no copyright on pi music, ruled an American judge on 14 March
(3,14!) in a case involving a row between two mathematically minded
musicians. The two wrote music based on the number pi, replacing each
digit with a note. Does that give you music? Certainly does: look and listen at http://bcove.me/ywsjxl6u. Wonder how the speed of light would
sound.

FOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

CLAMBERING. A victory
over themselves, that’s
how it felt for the participants in the winter survival tour of 9 March.
Sports Association Thymos organized the ﬁrst
Winter Survival Experience, in which about 26
diehards pushed themselves to their limits. On
Saturday they learned
how to kayak and the
best way to tackle an
obstacle race; and on
Sunday they entered the
fray in pairs.
Thymos board member
Lilou van Lieshout: ‘It
was super, because it is
so lovely when you
manage something you
never thought you could
do.’ That it was pretty
demanding was quite
clear, though. ‘Everyone
had sore muscles for the
rest of the week.’ LvdN

‘I JUST DID MY BIT’

Who? Branko Olij, BSc student
of Nutrition and Health
What? Basketball player (2.04m)
with Pluto men’s ﬁrst
team in Wageningen
Why? Team will almost certainly
be champions this Saturday
and be promoted to
the national ﬁrst division

Will it be party time on Saturday?
‘I am quite conﬁdent. It should be doable, against an
average sort of team. The victory last weekend in the
number three was a big relief. Now we can be home
champions, at the sports hall in the Tarthorst. The
club expects more spectators and more noise than
when the men’s ﬁrst team got promoted last year. I
have even heard rumours of a light show.’
What is so special about your team?
‘We are one of the younger teams in the competition,
with lads between the ages of 19 and 26, no one in
their thirties or forties. We like to run a lot and score
fast. That is nice for the spectators too.’

And only last season you were in the premier league…
‘After two years of only following morning lectures
and playing basketball on the side, I wanted to spend
more time on my studies and I moved to Wageningen.
A degree gives you more security, whereas with sport
it can all suddenly be over at any time. Pluto didn’t
play as well as I had hoped, but it clicked with the lads
and with the coach, and they thought they had a
chance of promotion – and I could be of some use
there, yes. But we really did it as a team. We’ve got a
good player for every position on the court. As centre I
just did my bit.’ YdH
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28 >> student

>> CULT
Who? Vocal Ensemble
Vivavoce
What? Bach’s St Matthew
Passion
When and where?
24 March (Wageningen)
en 25 March (Utrecht)

Bach

Enjoy the St Matthew Passion
Tip from: Jan van Nieuwenhuize, lecturer in the Land Use Planning chair
group and student counsellor.
‘I am really looking forward to the St Matthew Passion. The Geertekerk
in Utrecht is a lovely venue for it. It will only be the second or third time
that I have heard it sung and as the last time was many years ago, I am
wondering how I will cope with the long sit. Besides classical music I
listen to a lot of jazz and blues. In fact my tastes are very broad: I am
also going to hear Randy Newman in Eindhoven soon.
I am no music connoisseur. I don’t hear the difference between good
and not so good, but I love listening to music and I used to play myself
too. This particular concert is also a combination of beautiful music
and a chance to meet nice people. Several of my ex-students sing in the
Vivavoce choir. My hockey team will just have to manage with a different
goalie this week: we are going to make a nice day out of it.’ RR
www.vivavoce.nl

>> THE WORKS
FREEZE-DRYING
HUMAN FLESH
IN GERMANY
Who? Jolien Diepstra, Forensic Sciences, VHL
What? Internship study into the eﬀect of freeze-drying
on human tissue
Where? Institute for Forensic Medicine in Düsseldorf, Germany
Why? There’s so much to do and yet it’s nice and close
‘For my project internship I was very keen to go abroad. There are lots of
Germans on our course and my course career supervisor is also German, so I had the idea of doing an internship in Germany. Germany
doesn’t sound far away, but you are still in a new city with a foreign language. Fortunately, everyone here is very helpful and I haven’t really
been homesick. Düsseldorf is not far away so between Christmas and
New Year I went home ‘as usual’.
I did my project internship in a forensic toxicology laboratory that does
blood testing for drugs and medicines for the police. The lab also carries out toxicological research on the tissues of sick people. During the
internship I worked independently on a project. I had to study the effect
of lyophilization (freeze drying) on tissues over the long term. It was
interesting, I found, to see whether or not the concentrations of drugs
and medicines decreased. This meant I ﬁrst had to learn how you can

demonstrate the presence of drugs and medicines. I wasn’t just working on my project, I also had the chance to see other departments at
work. For example, I attended post-mortem examinations carried out
in the pathology department .
It struck me that compared with the Netherlands, Germany is pretty
old-fashioned. As an example, there are lots of places where you can’t
pay with a debit card, yet that is all I ever use in the Netherlands. The
trams and trains, too, seem really old-fashioned to me. For instance,
you can only buy a tram ticket with cash.’ AvL
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announcements
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.

EMMA <<
Chocolate Conundrum
It was a sunny afternoon and inspiration was lacking in
our group’s work until we stumbled upon an interesting
news article. ‘No more chocolate?’ Charon gasped. I
stared at the screen quite intrigued. What I read made
sense but I had never thought about it before.
A researcher from the Mars company estimates that
within the next 50 years there will no longer be enough
cocoa to satisfy the needs of the ever growing population. This is a serious problem.
Being up-and-coming product developers, it will be our
job to solve such problems – but not for another few
years. I do know one thing though, and that is that for
me chocolate is one of the best tasting and unhealthiest
products on the market and I LOVE it.
I leant back in my chair. Charon grinned, ‘what would
life be like without chocolate?’ I sucked in my stomach.
‘Implying something?’ Surely the world only rotates because chocolate exists. I mean, how would I relax or celebrate?
That is what chocolate is for me, comfort food. I can live
without it for months but once I start eating it, I become
addicted. If it disappeared, I’d be very depressed for a
long time.
I believe there are solutions but the consumer market is
uncompromisingly against genetically modiﬁed organisms, without scientiﬁc debate. I am not saying I believe
the future of food must lie in genetics but I do believe
with the population expansion, something must be done
to save our favourite foods.
‘OUCH! What did you hit me for?’ I exclaimed. ‘You’re
daydreaming again. Now, integrate this article into the
report’, Charon ordered. I grumbled at my personal
slave-driver but I can’t regret it. That news article helped
get a 9.1 for our group.
Emma Holmes

Stan Brouns wins the WUF
Research Award 2012
On the 94th Founders’ Day, the
chair of the Wageningen University
Fund presented Dr Stan Brouns
(1978), lecturer in Microbiology at
Wageningen University, with the
prize for the best scientiﬁc publication by a Wageningen researcher. He received the prize for his
paper ‘Small CRISPR RNAs guide
antiviral defense in prokaryotes’ in
Science, in which he reveals the
signiﬁcant discovery of an important immune system for bacteria
that enables them to withstand
viral attacks. The jury concluded
that the paper has formed the basis for a major extension of CRISPR
research at the international level.
New subject: Agricultural Law
There used to be a course in agricultural law when Wageningen was
still an agricultural university.
Now, after years of absence, Agricultural Law is back on the curriculum as of 13 March 2012. Some understanding of the legislation applicable to the agricultural sector
is essential for students planning
to work in farming or associated
sectors. The lectures will deal with
such topics as tenancy, planning,
land use and reconstruction, market regulation, European law, environmental law in agriculture
(manure, odour nuisance), farming
and nature. The lectures will be given by Prof. Willem Bruil.
REGISTRATION:
GERMAINEDUNSELMAN@WUR.NL

OKTOBERFEST
MÜNCHEN

Studying moms
Are you pregnant or a mother and
are you studying at the university?
You can join us on March 24; doors
are open between 13.00 and 17.00
for meeting each other, sharing experiences and ideas. Children and
partners are also very welcome!
INFO: VERA.TENDAM@WUR.NL, 0317-414631

agenda
Until 29 June, Mon-Fri, 9.00-17.00h

TULIPS THROUGH THE AGES
Exhibition in Forum (Library, Special Collections department) with
as its centrepiece the famous Tulip
Book by P. Cos, created at the
height of the Dutch Tulip Mania
(1637). The exhibition gives an impression of tulip cultivation and
breeding from the 17th to the 20th
centuries.
29 March 2012, 20.00 - 22.30

SCIENCE CAFE ABOUT CYBORGS
Exploring the boundaries between
humanity and technology, Science
Cafe Wageningen presents ‘Cyborgs: humanity under construction?’. During this evening, Damiaan
Denys (professor of Psychiatry,
University of Amsterdam) and Peter-Paul Verbeek (professor of the
Philosophy of Technology, University of Twente) will share their
views on this subject. Venue: Cafe
Loburg, accompanied by live music. Free admission. See page 10.
INFO: SCIENCECAFEWAGENINGEN.NL/

Tuesday 3 April, 20.00h

HEALTHY FOOD: WHY DO WE EAT
SO LITTLE FRESH FOOD?
Discussion evening in De Rode
Hoed, Amsterdam, in the ‘It’s food,
stupid!’ series. Guests include Gary
Taubes, US science journalist and
author of Why we get fat, and Jac
Stroeken of Fruit Vegetable Agency
Holland. Discussion leader: Felix
Rottenberg. With free nibbles by
top chef Eric van Veluwen. Organized by Centre for Agriculture and
Environment and Ecominds together with Youth Food Movement.
INFO: WWW.RODEHOED.NL EN WWW.CLM.NL

22 sep - 7 okt 2012
3 Volle dagen Oktoberfest
Reis + Verblijf + Biertafels
+ Afterparty + Fun!

WWW.OKTOBERFESTREIZEN.NL
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MCB-51403: Capita Selecta
Commodity Futures & Options

WeDay
May 22, 2012

Always wondered about what is happening at the trading
ﬂoor of exchanges like the ones in Amsterdam, London and
Chicago? Wondered about how (agribusiness) companies
manage their risks using commodity futures and options?
Wondered about how it would be if you were trading
commodity futures in Amsterdam, Frankfurt and Paris?
The Marketing & Consumer Behavior Group organizes a
unique course that will introduce students to commodity
futures and options markets. Students will develop an
understanding of the markets and how they work, gain
knowledge about the theory behind futures and options
markets, identify their economic functions, and develop an
analytical capability to evaluate their economic usefulness.
This course is taught by Professor Joost M.E. Pennings
(Marketing & Consumer Behavior Group, Wageningen
University). There are only 40 seats available.

An afternoon full of sports and activities for
all employees. New activities this year include
Segwaying, a two-hour crash course in Chinese,
drawing caricatures and making soap chains.

If you are interested in taking this course (3 Credits)
please register with Ellen Vossen at MCB (room 5029,
De Leeuwenborch, e-mail: Ellen.Vossen@wur.nl,
tel. 0317-483385). You can also pick up the materials here.

For more information and registration from 3 April to 9 May,
go to: www.intranet.wur.nl/people/voorzieningen/weday
e-mail: weday@wur.nl
Location: Wageningen UR, Sports Centre de Bongerd,
Bornsesteeg 2, Wageningen.

Lecturers are May 31, June 1, 6 and 7 2012.
Times are 13.30-15.15 hrs. in room C326 (Forum building).

Forum Irregular Opening Hours
during April and May
2012

The Building

The Library

Student
Desk

WURshop

Good Friday

6 April

8 am-11 pm

8 am-5.30 pm

Closed

9 am-2 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Saturday

7 April

10 am-5 pm

10 am-5 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Easter Sunday

8 April

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Easter Monday

9 April

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

30 April

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Tuesday

1 May

8 am-11 pm

8 am-10 pm

9 am-4 pm

9 am-4 pm

11.30 am-1.30 pm

8 am-3 pm

9 am-5 pm

Wednesday

2 May

8 am-11 pm

8 am-10 pm

9 am-4 pm

9 am-4 pm

11.30 am-1.30 pm

8 am-3 pm

9 am-5 pm

Thursday

3 May

8 am-11 pm

8 am-10 pm

9 am-4 pm

9 am-4 pm

11.30 am-1.30 pm

8 am-3 pm

9 am-5 pm

Friday

4 May

8 am-11 pm

8 am-10 pm

9 am-1 pm

9 am-2 pm

11.30 am-1.30 pm

8 am-3 pm

9 am-5 pm

Saturday
Liberation Day

5 May

Closed*

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Sunday

6 May

10 am-5 pm

10 am-3 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Monday
Queens Day

*Entrance is only possible with a WUR card.

Restaurant

Grand Café

Language
Services

During working hours, the building is open to the public. After working hours, entrance is only possible with a WUR card.
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Competition

The best piece of journalism

Wageningen UR is looking for:
Business Developer Sustainable Fresh Chains
AFSG BU FFC DLO Food & Biobased Research, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-FFC-0025

Write a personal column
or a convincing essay about the tension
between science and society.

Communicatie Adviseur
AFSG Communicatie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-M&C-0001

PhD in Chemical Biology &amp; Organic Synthesis on Plant
Flowering

Extra p

The Go

rize:

lden

Troll
For the
sharpe
st
reacti
resour on on
ce.wur
.nl

AFSG Organische Chemie ATV, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-ORC-0015

PhD Student Molecular Biology / Biotechnology
AFSG Fysische Chemie en Kolloidkunde, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-PCC-0017

Databeheerder
IMARES Afdeling Vis, IJmuiden
Vacaturenummer: 0011-4

Biologisch analist MBO
IMARES Afdeling Ecosystemen, Den Helder
Vacaturenummer: 0020

Prizes s
e
two tim00
,
0
€ 25

PhD position Statistical modelling of behavioural response to drugs
in mouse models for neurological and psychiatric disorders
PSG Biometris, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-BIOM-0016

See www.resource.wur.nl for
deadlines, rules and the jury members

PhD positie statistisch modelleren van de gedragsresponse op
psycho-pharmaca in muismodellen
PSG Biometris, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-BIOM-0015

Servicegerichte Medewerker Monsteradministratie
Verkoop:
Jeltes ten Hoor
Wageningen
T: 0317 - 421 225

Realisatie
Timmer & Timmer
Makelaars
T: 0317 - 319 114

RIKILT Facilitaire Dienst, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: RIKILT-FD0000

Post-doc sequence analysis and bioinformatics (F/M)
RIKILT Novel Foods & Agroketens, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: RIKILT-NFA0002

PhD Student on the farmers’ willingness to prevent and control
animal diseases

TAXFREE WONEN

19% korting op uw koopsom!

SSG MW Bedrijfseconomie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-BEC-0009

Teamleider Onderwijsburo Velp/Wageningen
VHL Onderwijsbureau, Velp
Vacaturenummer: VHL OWB0002

60m2

woonkamer
oppervlakte!

ROB9088/1-D

Resideren nabij
hartje Wageningen
Bezoek de modelwoning!
Iedere 1e en 3e zaterdag van de
maand van 10.30 tot 12.00 uur
De modelwoning bevindt
zich aan de Arc 13.

10m1!

Er zijn nog enkele ruime driekamerappartementen beschikbaar met een royaal
woonoppervlakte van 113m2. Inclusief eigen
parkeerplaats met seperate berging.

Nu te koop vanaf € 199.000,- v.o.n.

www.de-arc.nl
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ILLUSTRATIE: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

The Dutch know the meaning of ‘weekend’
I have been here in Wageningen for one and a half years now. I must admit, I struggle with
the study load and ﬁnd it hard to keep a balance between my studies and my social life. I feel
that my social life had crumbled since coming to study in the Netherlands. Caught up in the
daily grind of managing my study load, I have forgotten the meaning of weekend. Whatever
Saturday and Sunday are meant to stand for, for me they have become working days like any
other.

The Dutch seem to manage this differently. Honestly, I have been wondering at the ability of
the students and the staff here at this University to maintain a distinction between weekdays
and weekends. I bet if you ever happen to visit the library or the Forum or the Leeuwenborch
buildings at the weekend, you will no doubt be met with the sight of non-Dutch students
brooding over heaps of papers, or hard at work on their laptops or computers. Yes, it is always
Asian or Africans you’ll ﬁnd there. I must salute the Dutch for knowing how to differentiate
between the weekdays and the weekends. But however hard I have tried to keep my own weekends free, I remain unsuccessful. Karma Choden, Master’s student of Management and Economics spe-

‘Go to the library at the
weekend and you will ﬁnd
Asians and Africans there’

cializing in Health and Society, from Bhutan.

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an
encounter with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to
resource@wur.nl and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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