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labour of love

>> HANS +
SCULPTURE
Hans Westra, teacher of English at Leeuwarden

‘A way of relaxing’
He makes the most beautiful artefacts out of discarded wood retrieved from dustbins. ‘I never buy
wood’, says Hans Westra, a self-made sculptor.
What he does is to bring out the image that he sees
in the wood. To tell a story. Heads, masks, mythical birds. ‘Making something beautiful out of rubbish’, is his own way of describing it. ‘To calm
down.’ Take a look at www.gafpa.nl. RK / Foto:
Reyer Boxem
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CLAIMING TRAVEL EXPENSES
‘A system that is hugely bureaucratic, wastes a lot of time and energy,
and stimulates fraud’

24

DROPPED OUT
Students Maya and Hans are festivalhopping with a suitcase full of instruments

diederik.stapel@wur.nl
Charles Darwin was never tempted to cheat. He was rich and he had all the time
in the world. He took ﬁve years over an overseas voyage and spent twenty years
pondering his conclusions before publishing them. Darwin wasn’t on tenure
track, nor was he working for the Ministry of Agriculture. He could aﬀord to give
his curiosity free reign.
But curiosity is not enough for researchers taking up a post in Wageningen in
2011. They have to publish continually, teach well, lead a group, engage in
public debate, acquire assignments on the market and win grants.
The chair of the Dutch Academy of Arts and Sciences Robbert Dijkgraaf claimed
last week that natural sciences research is less vulnerable to fraud, and rector
Martin Kropﬀ says in this Resource that it is unimaginable that a professor
should make up data for years on end. But Diederik Stapel could certainly have
been a Wageningen man. The temptations are bigger than ever.
Gaby van Caulil

VHL ‘dinosaur’ (in his own words) Bernard Gildemacher is one of
those engaged in heated discussion about the shenanigans at the
applied sciences university. Read more on page 11.
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The Executive Board will investigate how much support there still is
among Van Hall Larenstein staff
for the strategy the University of
Applied Science has mapped out
and further collaboration within
Wageningen UR. If the ideas the
Executive Board and directors have
for the future do not have sufﬁcient support, Wageningen UR and
VHL may part company. This is what
Executive Board Chairman Aalt
Dijkhuizen writes in a letter to staff.
There have been disagreements
between the directors and some
VHL staff members for a while
concerning the implementation of
the planned strategy. Things came
to a head in Velp before the summer holidays when programme director Hans van Rooijen (Forestry
and Nature Management) was suspended. This led to an alternative
meeting at the opening of the academic year, organized by the FNM
lecturers. They are demanding Van
Rooijen’s return. There is dissatisfaction too at VHL Leeuwarden,
where the opening of the academic
year was cancelled.

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

ð 3ODQLVIRURXWVLGHH[SHUWWR
EUHDNWKHGHDGORFN
ð $SSOLHG6FLHQFHV8QLYHUVLW\
FRXOGEHKLYHGRŉLQZRUVWFDVH

(FRQRPLVW$UQROG+HHUWMHVSRNHDWWKHDOWHUQDWLYHRSHQLQJRIWKHDFDGHPLF\HDULQ9HOS

HIVING OFF
Dijkhuizen says the confusion
about the strategy and boycott has
‘created an atmosphere that is not
worthy of a university and the education of young people’. The Executive Board encourages constructive criticism but emphasizes that
agreements, once made, must be
kept.

The directors and Executive
Board now want to break the deadlock by investigating whether there
is enough support within the organization for the strategy and greater collaboration within Wageningen UR. An outside expert will talk
to teaching staff and students in a
‘safe, conﬁdential environment, in
which every one of you can speak

freely, based on the correct information’. Should it turn out after
those talks that there is not
enough support for the directors’
plans, then hiving off the Applied
Sciences University is one of the
possible options, ‘however distressing and painful that might
LvdN
be’.

$1$/<6,61(:/2:32,17)259+/
What happened in Velp is nothing less than a
mutiny. Ellen Marks was supposed to give a
celebratory speech to the crew but they were
on another deck hollering. The lecturers’ organizing an alternative opening at exactly
the same time was a slap in the face for Marks.
She only heard about the alternative meeting
on the day itself whereas Resource had been
notiﬁed a week earlier. The regional newspaper and TV station had also got the message
in time. Marks wanted to spare herself another embarrassment and cancelled the opening
of the academic year in Leeuwarden.
That is how far the Applied Sciences University has sunk. Opening ceremonies are can-
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celled, directors and lecturers quarrel in public. Marks has the support of the Executive
Board but they too do not know what to do. A
very brief announcement appeared on intranet: ‘In view of the developments this week,
the directors and Executive Board have decided to cancel the ceremony in Leeuwarden
to mark the opening of the academic year.
Further information will follow as soon as
possible.’ Apparently that’s all the communication department could make of it.
The suspension of the popular Hans van Rooijen was the catalyst but the underlying problem is who has power over the education programmes. Traditionally it was the programme

directors and subject staﬀ who decided what
courses VHL would oﬀer. The directors now
want to replace the programme directors by a
management layer that can oﬀer broader
degree programmes. Ellen Marks and Aalt
Dijkhuizen currently have to watch in frustration as competitors exploit opportunities in
the market, such as HAS Den Bosch, which
has one hundred ﬁrst years doing its new Applied Biology degree. That should have been
Velp, they say.
The Executive Board is now investigating
whether there is enough support for its
plans. If not, the VHL paddles will be
chucked overboard. *DE\YDQ&DXOLO[[
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Wageningen UR’s collection of historical farm machinery is about to
start a new life. The old machines,
housed until 2008 in the Museum
for Historical Agricultural Techno-

logy, will now be part of a new ‘living history’ centre in Beesd. Professor of Marketing and Consumer
Behaviour Gert van Dijk chairs the
initiative group that is setting up
this centre. He says the plans are
almost ready. ‘The new centre will
tell the larger story of the history of
farming in our country. And there
is a lot more to that than looking at
tractors. It will expressly look towards the future. It should be an

exhibition that gives visitors an insight into agriculture and how it is
organized. A visiting card for the
Dutch agro and food sector.’
The centre will be located in
Beesd at Marienwaerdt estate. In
order to ﬁnance this project, which
will cost millions, the organizers
have a cooperative in mind. This
would enable companies, government and institutions such as Wageningen UR to be co-owners of

the centre. Van Dijk: ‘This can only succeed with support from Wageningen UR on the content.’
The plans for Dutch Food and
Agri Marienwaerdt (NFAM)
should be ﬁnalized by the end of
this year. Then the centre can be
up and running by the end of
RK
next summer.
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‘Good initiative. It implies that we’re
actually part of the academic community here in Wageningen.’ Chinese student Jing Xiao responded enthusiastically to the International Edition of Resource, a complete English translation
which will be available from bins next
to those of the Dutch edition from now
on. Jing Xaio received the very ﬁrst copy of Resource[ENG] from Resource
translator Clare McGregor at a festive
launch hosted by the international students’ association ISOW. Departments
wishing copies (or extra copies) of the
International Edition should contact
RG
Resource.

Wageningen UR staﬀ who travel a lot are
being driven crazy by the new system for
claiming travel expenses: MobileXpense.
This emerged from an informal users’ survey done by Resource (see page 22). Frequently voiced complaints were that the
system is roundabout, complicated and
not user-friendly. Staﬀ are also annoyed
that from now on they have to show receipts for all their expenses, something
which can be diﬃcult in practice. The facility management staﬀ at ESG, who have
been using the system for six months already, recognizes these noises from the
workﬂoor but says that it is mainly a
RG
question of ‘changeover problems’.

ǋǋ$&&,'(17

è-XVWEDGOXFNé
His left arm is still dangling limply and he
shuﬄes around like an old man. But cyclist Pim de Beer is back at home. ‘There
are strong hopes that I will make a total
recovery.’ At his parents’ home in Bakel,
De Beer is recovering from a bad fall
during a race at the end of August, when
for a few hours there were fears for his
life. Now the living room is festooned
with cards and he enjoyed visits and text
messages. Including from fellow students
and teachers of International Land and
Water Management. ‘It does you good.’
De Beer is still in pain from several broken bones and bruises, and a collapsed
lung. And he cannot use his left arm yet.
In spite of it all, he does not intend to
give up cycling. ‘I just had the bad luck to
<G*
hit a tree.’

6&+$0,1ÉE <<
&OLPDWHFKDQJH
Plants and animals appear to be able to migrate to cooler territory faster than was believed for a long time.
This ability enables them to keep one step ahead of
global warming. This ﬁnding could be read in various
national dailies after it was published in Science by British researchers. We are talking about an average of
more than one kilometre per year. That is measured
horizontally. Uphill is harder, and then the distance is
no more than a couple of metres.
It sounds like good news and something to counterbalance all the scary predictions that are always being
tossed around. Anyway, is all this gloom and doom
about an imminent loss of biodiversity justiﬁed? The
following is worth pondering. Models do not take local
variations into consideration. On one hillside there are
always little patches with a different level of exposure
or more shelter to be found in a small area. Move one
metre and you can be out of the burning sun. And then
there is the inﬂuence of the human beings managing
the vegetation. In the hillside woods of South Limburg,
there are fewer warmth-loving species than there were
50 years ago, in spite of climate change. This is because
it has become cooler in the woods since felling stopped. And lastly: not all plants and animals are so easily
defeated, any more than humans are. The famous ice
age relics are a case in point.
Of course there are all sorts of examples which illustrate the opposite effect. All I am saying is that it is not so
simple. One thing is certain: there are a great many
new species arriving in the Netherlands. So let us make
sure we enjoy them, at least. Preferably sitting in the
warm sun at a pavement café. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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Concentrating innovative energy
in priority sectors - why is that the
key to success?
‘The Netherlands has low private sector R&D expenditure compared with neighbouring countries. A
lot of knowledge is not being used
even though we give lots of grants
to bolster the knowledge economy.
Business people complain about
the bureaucracy of research grant
applications. That’s why I have
said to employers: you are always
commenting on innovation policy
in the Netherlands, now you tell us
what to do. We are going to be allocating innovation funds differently
by putting companies and knowledge institutions in charge together.’
You often hold Wageningen up as
an ‘example’. In what way?
‘Here in Wageningen they have
the right mindset for collaboration. There is no distrust about working with the private sector in Wa-

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

Verhagen, the minister of Agriculture, said at the opening of the academic year in Wageningen that
Wageningen University’s collaboration with business sets an
example for the entire Dutch
knowledge sector. Resource spoke
to him afterwards. ‘There is no distrust about working with companies here.’

7KH'HSXW\3ULPH0LQLVWHUPHHWVD/LYHVWRFN)DUPHUVGHOHJDWLRQ

geningen as there is in some other
universities. But I am seeing that
change now with the high-tech
campus in Eindhoven and all those start-ups in YesDelft.’
You say universities need to specialize more. Who will organize that?
‘You will hear more about that
on Budget Day. I am mainly asking
a question: do we need courses in
law, psychology or business administration in every town? It is a rhetorical question. We don’t have
three agricultural faculties in Groningen, Wageningen and Rotterdam. Wageningen is competing
with knowledge centres in other
countries. Specialization will allow

you to attract the best researchers
and students.’
Will the government enforce that?
‘We are already seeing the universities in Rotterdam, Leiden and
Delft wanting to collaborate.
Logically the next question is:
shouldn’t you specialize? We are
also seeing the technical universities choosing to coordinate their
research rather than competing. In
addition, I am expecting the priority sectors to guide this specialization process. If businesses are spending more money on research,
they will prefer to invest in universities that excel in a particular
$6
ﬁeld.’

352%/(06:,7+
RE-REGISTERING
ð 8QFOHDUKRZWRUHJLVWHUWKURXJK
6WXGLHOLQN
ð 8QLYHUVLW\UHOD[HVUXOHV

Many students received the erroneous message that they were no longer registered at Wageningen University. This could affect their student grants and public transport
passes. It caused long queues at the
student helpdesk.
For the ﬁrst time this year, students had to register through Studielink. And the process did not go
smoothly for all students. ‘I forgot to
authorize the university to debit the
tuition fees,’ says Biology student
Laura Demmers. ‘It wasn’t clear at
all. You ﬁrst have to go through the
entire registration procedure online
and then go back to the home page
to authorize payment. I didn’t realize that, so my re-registration didn’t
work.’
Christine Alblas-Burton of the
Student Service Centre: ‘In recent
years we have had our own re-registration module, which was quite
straightforward. The module on Studielink is a bit more extensive. It
isn’t quick and easy anymore – click,
click, click and you’re done. Students need to look carefully and
read things better, and they don’t all
seem to be used to that.’
The university has relaxed the rules as a concession to students, who
can pay tuition fees in instalments.
The deadline for the authorization
LvdN
has been postponed too.

è-867/(7*2é
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ZHUHNHHQWRJHWKROGRIWKHGDPDJHGDUWZRUNV
RG
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‘TRY TO MAKE PEOPLE
ENTHUSIASTIC’’
:KR"Louise Vet,
director of NIOO
:KDW"Lively opening of the
new building, with
2,400 visitors in one day
:KHUH"Mansholtlaan,
opposite the campus
:K\"Inspiring story about
Cradle to Cradle and green
innovations

Prince Carlos, Wim T Schippers, Jan Douwe Kroeske, Wubbo Ockels?
‘All crazy people who want to do things differently. In the world of sustainable innovation you come across each other on all sorts of podiums: TU Delft, Felix Merites, Rode Hoed, Llowlab at the Lowlands festival.’
You are bursting with enthusiasm.
‘For me the glass is half full, that is the easiest way. I was afraid that I would be
marching too far ahead of the music. And it was quite difﬁcult. For some people
in the NIOO it is difﬁcult to link their research to sustainable innovations. Take
the coal tit research for example. But I am terribly proud of the fact that we now
have a very innovative building. Practise what you preach.’
You made the booklet Lessons learned from the NIOO Building. The most surprising
insight?
‘If you want something, don’t just push it through but ask people to join you, try
to make them enthusiastic. Then you can achieve more than you think.’ GvC

*(77,1*217+(*5((1:$9(/(1*7+
way to go about it, is the conclusion. It needs to come from below.
Link up with something that can
get people together. Start small
and use the energy that exists. Stop
nattering about it and get on with
it.’

ð $QHYHQWWKDWEULQJVSDUWLHVWRJHWKHU
ð :KDWWRGRQRZWKHJRYHUQPHQWLVDEDQGRQLQJQDWXUH"

For a whole week, people from various backgrounds thrashed out
burning issues in ‘green wavelength’ masterclasses and workshops in Kootwijk on the Veluwe.
Four participants from Alterra answer the question: What have you
learned from it?
3$79$1'(5-$*7
‘I have ﬁve new leads to possible
new research assignments that I
am going to pursue. One example
is a question from the world of natural burial grounds. They have
been bothered for years about an
old Alterra report about burials in
natural areas. They want a new research to be done, from a broader
perspective than just ecology. So I
have gained a lot from this event. I
think that’s because of the way the

QUOTE
‘Turns out the
researcher(s?), not the
meat-eaters, are the
louts’
Aalt Dijkhuizen gets even after
the revelation of ﬁctitious research results used by livestock
critic Roos Vonk (Twitter, 8 September)

programme was set up. Some of
the masterclasses were given by
outsiders. That way you throw
open your own network.’
-8',7+:(67(5,1.
‘I gave the masterclass called ‘In
natura’. It was so nice. We did a role play in which we tried to negotiate on nature and landscape in an
area. Government funding is being
withdrawn. So the task is: make a
list of how we will do things differently. Those negotiations are not
easy, but it is certainly a topical issue and the masterclass was right
on target. The province of Drenthe
is interested. But I don’t know yet
if that will lead to an assignment.’

.((66/,1*(5/$1',1,7,$725$1'
',5(&7252)(6*
‘A kind of movement has been
launched. That is the big gain from
this week. A tremendous amount
of positive energy in relation to nature and landscape has been tapped into. Previously unheard

voices have been listened to. People you will never hear in the big
gatherings at conferences now did
open their mouths. That was because of the setup we chose: the
threshold is lower in masterclasses
and design workshops. What is
more, new parties joined the debate: insurers, banks, the leisure sector, business people. We are a market leader in the ﬁeld of nature and
landscape. And that gives us a social responsibility to take the initiative. Don’t whinge about cuts to
nature, but take the initiative. And
that worked out well.’ RK

KITO

-(52(1.58,7
‘An enjoyable and energetic meeting. I gave a masterclass on residents involvement and urban
green. Governments too readily
see citizen participation as an instrument for solving problems.
From above. And that is not the
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lighting schedule of six hours of
light followed by six hours of darkness. So it doesn’t seem to be a
question of the duration of the
light.’

ð 7RPDWRHVQHHGWRUHVW
DWQLJKW
ð *HQHWLFPDQLSXODWLRQFDQ
FKDQJHWKDW

81&/($55($621
But that is not enough to create a
light-tolerant tomato, because it is
not known under which conditions this characteristic is expressed. Moreover, Monsanto still
has no idea why bred tomatoes
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So Velez-Ramirez is also experimenting with the colour of the
light, the spectrum. He exposes
the plants to blue light, red light
and plasma light, knowing that the
plants have multiple light receptors which each recognize part of
the spectrum. ‘Do one or more
light receptors go out of control
when there is continuous light?
We are looking into that now with
experiments.’
Another possibility is that the
plants manufacture too many sugars through the continuous photosynthesis. Those sugars have to
get from the leaves to the fruits. If
there are excessive amounts of sugars in the leaves, the plant gets
sick, is the theory. ‘The sugars play
a role in the explanation’, says Velez-Ramirez. ‘But it doesn’t seem
to be the decisive factor, as the to-

%UHGWRPDWRHVDQG
RWKHUFURSVQHHGUHVW
DWQLJKWZKHUHDV
YDULRXVZLOGSODQWV
GRQRW:K\"
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Tomato plants grow for about 12
hours of the day under natural
sunlight, which sets off photosynthesis. Dutch horticulturalists are
boosting tomato production by exposing greenhouse tomatoes to extra light. Additional lamps are
stretching the growing time to as
much as 18 hours per day. But
that’s the limit – stronger lights or
longer periods under light damage
the tomato plants, causing yields
to go down again. Even tomatoes
need some rest at night, at least six
hours.
A few years ago, the De Ruiter
Seeds company, owned by the seed
giant Monsanto, decided to research whether that nocturnal rest
really is so essential. Because there
are some tomato plants that survive under continuous lighting, namely wild tomato plants. If it were
possible to build in these characteristic in the company’s own varieties, horticulturalists could get
harvest increases of 25 percent.
Wageningen researcher Aeron
Velez-Ramirez worked on this research during an internship at
Monsanto. He researched the genetic basis of the 24-hour tomato
in order to ﬁnd out how the continuous growth process works, and
now he knows which chromosomes cause the light tolerance. The
project on which Velez-Ramirez
worked was successful: Monsanto
managed to develop a light-tolerant tomato in which half a chromosome – the tomato has 12 – is
exchanged for that of a wild tomato.

$HURQ9HOH]5DPLUH]UHVHDUFKHVWKHLPSDFWRIOLJKWRQWRPDWRSODQWV

and other crops need rest at night,
whereas various wild plants do not.
That is what Velez-Ramirez, who
comes from Mexico, is investigating now in his PhD research at the
Plant Physiology and Horticultural
Chains chair group in Wageningen.
Why does a plant go into melt-

down when it is subjected to continuous light for two weeks? ‘Maybe
the photosynthesis centre in the
plant gets damaged and switches
off’, says Velez-Ramirez. The higher the light intensity, the more
damage is done to the tomato. We
know that. But we also know that
tomato plants get damaged by a

matoes which are light-tolerant have to process a lot of sugar too, but
they don’t die.’
Velez-Ramirez will soon obtain
two large datasets with RNA sequences of the 24-hour tomato and
a conventional variety. By comparing the two, he hopes to discover
the mechanism which causes the
light tolerance in the plant. He also plans to do practical research
on the 24-hour tomato in the experimental greenhouse belonging to
Wageningen UR and the GreenQ
company in Bleiswijk.
Will he ﬁnd the secret? ‘I think
so but my supervisor is realistic.
He says: do experiments and
check what the results are step by
step. And don’t forget your publications.’ $OEHUW6LNNHPD
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His hair isn’t windswept and he doesn’t
sport a leather jacket or sunshades. Rene
Smulders, a researcher at Plant Research
International doesn’t look as if he’s just
walked off the set of CSI. And yet he does
help the Dutch Forensic Institute (NFI)
solve murder cases by investigating the
origins of plant spores. Smulders and his
colleagues have published on one of the
ﬁrst pieces of plant evidence to be used in
a Dutch court, in an article in Forensic
Science International: Genetics.
02'(/63(&,(6
In a murder case Smulders’ team was asked by the Dutch forensic institute NFI to
compare plant matter on the suspect’s car
with the ﬂora at the scene of the crime.
From the samples they had to select a
representative or ‘model’ species. A difﬁcult choice to make, says Smulders. The
model species needs to be one that is
common and frequently leaves traces of
its presence behind. They chose the common knotgrass, a plant with the added advantage of being an inbreeding species
that rarely crossbreeds with other types of
grass. This leads to local patches with little genetic variation, whereas over greater
distances there are bigger differences.
Smulders: ‘This gives a good balance

between ﬁnding a perfect match and
making sure it tells you something
about the location.’
.127*5$66
The researchers looked for knotgrass in
the suspect’s back garden and at several
reference locations. Smulders compared
the genetic ‘ﬁngerprint’ of the evidence
material with the collected samples. The
genetic barcodes of plants are comparable to human DNA proﬁles. In humans,
these are created by examining the
length of the replicated pieces of DNA.
Smulders, on the other hand, cut up the
DNA randomly using special enzymes.
Bigger genetic differences then produce
very different patterns. When the fragments are sorted into different lengths,
you get a kind of barcode.
'2:1(5
The idea, ultimately, was to see whether
the genetic barcodes of the various plant
samples could be linked together. Smulders: ‘It was exciting to see whether they
were identical.’ Initially the research did
not throw up any perfect matches: a bit
of a downer. But in the end statistical
analysis linked the seeds very decisively
to the vegetation at the scene of the crime. How did things go in the courtroom? Apparently the suspect was not
found guilty, but this was nothing to do
with Smulders’ research. ‘The judge accepted the evidence.’ RR

9,6,(ǉǉ
è,QYHQWLQJGDWDLVSRLQWOHVVDERYHDOOé
7LOEXUJSURIHVVRURI3V\FKRORJ\'LHGHULN6WDSHO
LQYHQWHGUHVHDUFKGDWDLQRUGHUWREHDEOHWRSXEOLVK
LPSUHVVLYHŊQGLQJVè$QLQFLGHQWWKDWLVULJKWO\GUD
ZLQJDORWRIDWWHQWLRQéWKLQNVUHFWRUPDJQLŊFXV0DU
WLQ.URSŉ
‘The Tilburg fraud case is serious for the scientiﬁc community, but this is not standard practice. Quite the opposite. I have asked our conﬁdential counsellor whether
there are any known examples of Wageningen publications based on fraud. Happily, there are none.
It is unimaginable that a professor just makes up data
for years on end, as appears to be the case. Because it is
completely pointless. We build on each other’s knowledge and all research results are subjected to careful
scrutiny by other scientists. Sooner or later, fraud will come to light. The idea that the pressure to publish drives
scientists to invent data strikes me as nonsense. There is
no pleasure in that, surely? As a scientist you want to
ﬁnd out the truth about how things work, don’t you?
Above all, it is pointless to make up research results.
In Wageningen we have a code of conduct for scientiﬁc
practice. It’s on the intranet for everyone to see. It describes ﬁve aspects: scrupulousness, reliability, veriﬁability, impartiality and independence. Researchers must
be independent, which means taking responsibility for
their results. They must also formulate their research
questions well, use a sound methodology and be scrupulously thorough in drawing their conclusions. This
means colleagues should check the research approach,
and the co-supervisor or research group leader should
keep a close eye on the research.
The research schools do pay attention to this. At PhD ceremonies it is stated that Wageningen University assumes that the researcher has observed the code of conduct. Before an article is published, many different people have looked at it. Scientists are quite stringent with
each other. So, do we have a good system for preventing
fraud? I think we do, but a case like Stapel’s makes us
all more alert.
What makes science enjoyable and exciting is unexpected results. The nicest, most interesting scientiﬁc results are contra-intuitive: does this result really make
sense? And perhaps you ﬁnd an explanation for the result later on. Or perhaps you don’t. That is why you must
have checks and balances in science.’ AS

3 52326,7,21
‘Today’s healthy food can be considered
detrimental tomorrow.’
3ODQWPDWHULDOFDQOLQNDFDUWRWKHVFHQHRIDFULPH

Proposition to be defended at Simone Albrecht’s PhD ceremony, 16 September
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Honey-bees can do far more than
simply pollinate plants or make
honey. The busy creatures also make excellent environmental monitors, as bee researcher Sjef van der
Steen has demonstrated. He used
swarms of bees to measure the
concentration of metals in Maastricht, Buggenum and Hoek van
Holland. It seems bees make excellent informers.
Using bees as a bio-monitor is
not new but Van der Steen says earlier studies were limited to the detection of heavy metals such as
cadmium, lead and cobalt. His
bees let him detect no less than

eighteen common metals. The method he used is simple. The bees
collect metal particles while hunting for pollen and nectar. In fact
they hoover up dust that then
sticks to the bees, and this dust
contains the metal particles.
),1*(535,17
The researcher then carries out
measurements of the bees at ﬁxed
time points, which give a kind of
ﬁngerprint of the environmental
quality of the bees’ habitat. Incidentally, this procedure means the
end of the bee, which is dissolved
in an acid bath. Spectral analysis
provides information about the
kind of metal and the quantities
involved.
Van der Steen says the great
thing about bees as bio-indicators
is that they are a relatively simple

52&.(7)8(/
'(7(&725

measurement instrument. ‘Many
parts of the world don’t have access to complicated measurement
systems but bees are everywhere.
In principle you could use other insects, but the nice thing about
bees is that they congregate at a
central point. What is more, they
cover quite a large area in looking
for food, about seven square kilometres.’
Van der Steen is currently drawing up a kind of metals map of
the Netherlands on the basis of the
bee indicator. He is using swarms
in 150 locations across the country. That work still has to be published. RK
Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, online, soon to appear in
print

Rockets ‘ﬂying’ on the fuel
dimethylhydrazine are regularly
launched from Baikonur in
Kazakhstan. A ﬁlthy, neurotoxic
product, says environmental
technologist Tim Grotenhuis.
‘Even smelling it causes damage.’
Whenever a rocket is launched,
fuel is released in the area of
Kazakhstan lying between the
launch platform and the capital
Astana. ‘You could use bees to
get a good picture of the pollution there’, says Tim Grotenhuis.
As co-author of the bee study, he
proposed the method to the Kazakhstan authorities. ‘Nomads
live in that area. This would help
give them better protection.’ No
response so far.

6208&+)256800(5
The wettest day of this summer in
Wageningen was Thursday 14 July
when the town received more than
29mm of rain. And that is a lot, in
fact nearly 10 percent of the rainfall for the whole summer, as
shown by data from the Meteorology and Air Quality chair group’s
weather station. The total rainfall
for June, July and August in Wageningen was 381mm: above the national average (see graph), and well
above normal. ‘Normally we get
that much rain in six months’, says
meteorologist Bert Heusinkveld.
‘And the Netherlands doesn’t have
a rainy season, so this is an awful
lot.’
But things could always be worse. In Herwijnen on 28 June there

7KHVXQLQ-XQH-XO\DQG$XJXVW

1RUPLQWKH1HWKHUODQGVKRXUV
5DLQIDOOLQ-XQH-XO\
DQG$XJXVWLQPP

1DWLRQDOO\KRXUV
:DJHQLQJHQKRXUV
(June 194, July 149, August 146)

was 100mm of rain in 24 hours,
79mm of it in one hour. The summer was not just wet but also exceptionally cloudy. The sun only
shone in Wageningen for 489
hours. Which is 40 hours (a whole
working week!) less than the national average. And in a normal sum-

mer we can count on 120 hours
(three working weeks) more sun
than we enjoyed this year. The temperatures were no better. Only on
two days at the end of June did the
thermometer go about 30 degrees
Celsius. And most of us were still
hard at work then. RK
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Wim’s son dropped out halfway through the introduction week at KSV. Wim thinks it is ‘a humiliating initiation ritual’ and calls KSV a bunch of ‘boy scouts’.

Your university magazine will now be appearing in an
English edition as well.

0$6+('327$72(6$1'9(*$7,;(61
Two hundred new Erasmus students got an introduction
to the culinary delights of Holland at IxESN. On the menu? ‘Stamppot’, of course (mashed potatoes and veg).
‘Culinary Holland, hahaha’, laughs -+. ‘’I feel quite
sorry for those international students’. But CC reacts
as if stung. ‘Why are people always running down
aspects of Dutch culture?’ But -+ really is proud of the
real Dutch culture, ‘but not that multi-cultural rubbish
you have now.’

9$1$5(1'21.5(&(,9(6$1+2125$5<
'2&725$7()52032/$1'
Johan van Arendonk is not the ﬁrst Wageningen man
to get this honorary doctorate, says +HQNYDQ:LMN, as
3URIHVVRU/HR&RUVWHQGLGWRR3HUKDSVWKHLQYLWDWLRQV
ZLOODJDLQEHLQ/DWLQDQG3ROLVKZLWKWKHDVVRFLDWHG
use of the dative. That will probably make him JohanQL9DQ$UHQGRQN / HQ-DQNRZL9DQ$UHQGRQN 3 

$77+(%$&.2)7+(48(8(
There were long queues for the WUR shop and student
desk in the ﬁrst week of the academic year.
Koen thinks it is very ineﬃcient having to sort out the
sports pass rights separately. Everyone now has to go
to the Sports Centre desk. And $QWRRQ9DOFN[+RH[
thinks analogue course books could be abolished.
/RQJOLYHWKHHUHDGHU*HQHUDWLRQJDS"

An excellent initiative, writes (GJDU9RV. As long as
they keep serving the Dutch as well. And a shame
Typical Dutch on the back page isn’t in Dutch, says
3LHW.

3527(6763((&+$723(1,1*2)$&$'(ɺ
0,&<($5,19(/3
Few staﬀ or students attended the opening of the academic year in Velp. Instead, they held an alternative
opening in the canteen with a speech by Arnold Heertje.
Contributors are only too happy to add to the fuss.
6X]HWWH6WXPSHO is disappointed in the attitude of the
Executive Board. They could have learnt a lot from
Arnold Heertje. For example that managers can go
back to being humane, thinks lecturer $G2OVWKRRUQ.
He says an open discussion would create trust. A OHF
WXUHULQ/HHXZDUGHQ is surprised that Simon Vink suddenly seems to have become the spokesman for Ellen
0DUNV%HUQDUG*LOGHPDFKHU, self-proclaimed dinosaur in the Employees’ Council, says it is a pity that
9+/LVXQDEOHWRZRUNRQH[SDQGLQJWKH$SSOLHG8QL
versity like sensible people with positive energy. But
WHOHXUJHVWHOG says ﬁrst they need internal harmony.
They need to get rid of the rotten apples ﬁrst.
,//8675$7,21(67+(5%528:(5

‘That’s what the initiation is for! Keeping pussies like
that out!’ writes $QGUHZ/RWVRIFRQWULEXWRUVDJUHH
with him but it’s the father Wim who gets most criticism. ‘Dad Wim is a bit like the mum who arrives with
the lunchbox you forgot during lectures at the university. That focuses attention on you, and not in a good
way. As an adult you have to look after yourself’, says
J. ‘Dear Dad Wim, let your son go, let him have an
independent life, partying, studying and making mistakes’, writes $QGHUHVWXGHQWH. ‘And your views on
this? You should keep them to yourself’.
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A drastic reduction is needed in the use of antibiotics in livestock
farming if the spread of drug-resistant bacteria in the healthcare system
is to be halted, say experts. How urgent is the problem really? And can
livestock farmers survive without antibiotics?
text: Albert Sikkema / photo: Bart de Gouw

T

he spread of ESBL is perhaps the best illustration of how urgent the antibiotics problem
has become. The bacteria responsible for ESBL were still a rarity in the Netherlands a few
years ago but now 1 in 10 Dutch people are
carriers - that’s how fast things can change.
The link between ESBL and poultry farming has now been
proven beyond doubt.
The ESBL threat is one of the reasons for the Health
Council’s recommendation on 31 August to rigorously
ban the preventive use of antibiotics in livestock farming.
The Health Council feels the sector’s voluntary measures
to reduce drug use are not proceeding fast enough. The
Council has also produced a list of antibiotics that are essential for tackling human infections. Its advice is that
these antibiotics should no longer be used at all in
livestock farming.
Three days later, the Van Doorn commission went one

step further. This commission also recommended a ban
on the preventive use of antibiotics and a total ban on certain antibiotics in livestock farming. But this is no government recommendation, it is an agreement to reduce the
use of antibiotics throughout the food supply chain. The
commission’s name is that of Daan van Doorn, former
boss of VION, the biggest meat processing company in the
Netherlands. Nutreco, the main feed supplier for the
livestock sector, also subscribes to the new rules. Moreover, seventeen supermarket chains - including market
leader Albert Heijn - have agreed to the stringent antibiotics policy. ‘The really innovative aspect of the proposals is
the chain approach’, said Van Doorn in his presentation.
FALL
Martin Scholten, director of the Animal Sciences Group,
was a member of the commission. ‘The agreement is that
as of 1 January 2012 the supermarkets will no longer stock

DIFFICULT BUT DOABLE
Boekel in the Peel peat region.
Geert-Jan van Veen studied Biology
at Wageningen from 1983 to 1989.
Now he has a pig farm with four
hundred sows and ten thousand piglets. Van Veen has a letter from his
vet on his kitchen table showing his
antibiotics consumption over the
past three years. And it turns out he
has reduced his use of antibiotics by
more than 80 (!) percent. How did he
manage it?
For non-farming readers: piglets are
initially kept in the nursery area with
their mother, but after four weeks
they get their own stall and switch
from sow’s milk onto solid food. This
weaning reduces the piglets’ resistance and that is the point when Van
Veen tends to use antibiotics. He had
to use a lot of antibiotics in 2009 to

ﬁght streptococcus among the
weaned piglets. It was developing in
the wounds the piglets had as a result of ear biting and was causing
arthritis and meningitis. ‘I had to
take emergency measures.’
After that he made two changes. He
swapped his boar, a Belgian Piétrain,
for a German Piétrain. That meant a
slight decrease in his pigs’ meat production but also less ear biting. He
also started buying diﬀerent pig feed
that was more digestible for the
weaned piglets, which reduced the
disease pressure.
Van Veen had not been thinking
about reducing antibiotics consumption up to then. That changed when
his old vet retired in 2010, to be replaced by the young graduate Antoine de Vocht. ‘He questioned our use

of antibiotics’, says Van Veen. De
Vocht had simple tips, such as not
selecting the piglets by weight after
weaning but putting brothers and
sisters in the same stall instead. The
advantage of this is that they have
already decided on the pecking order
in the group so have fewer arguments. Also, each family got its own
feed trough when it was moved from
the nursery. ‘That helps them eat
properly and keeps their intestines
in working order’, says Van Veen.
This year he and his vet did a trial to
see if he could manage without antibiotics. That went ﬁne until May.
‘Then I noticed black rings around
the piglets’ eyes, which is a sign of
respiratory problems. The person I
sell my piglets to also raised the
alarm: this is not working. Then I
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‘Reducing livestock numbers may
not be the aim of these antibiotics
measures but it is the result’

meat in which preventive antibiotics have been used. We
want to move to antibiotics-free livestock farming in
which only sick animals are treated on an individual basis.
The Dutch supermarkets will be making that a requirement for all their meat, including meat from abroad. The
meat processing companies will pass that requirement
onto the farmers, who will only be able to supply meat if
they comply with the new antibiotics stipulations. Drug
use can be checked using farm audits and data provided
by vets.’ The meat processing companies that have signed
the commission’s guidelines account for 90 percent of all
meat produced in the Netherlands.
‘This will inevitably lead to a fall in livestock numbers’,
continues Scholten. ‘That may not be the aim of these antibiotics measures but it is the result. The measures will
lead to a slight rise in the cost of meat but the supermarkets have said they will be able to pass that on to consumers through a small price increase. The key factor for
livestock farmers will be their healthcare management.

went back to giving a course of antibiotics in the ﬁrst few weeks after
weaning.’ That is why his dosage day
score is now 4.25: each piglet gets
antibiotics on an average of just over
four days during the ten weeks on
Van Veen’s farm. In 2009 his dosage
day score was 25.
So it is possible by making simple
changes. Even so, not all pig farmers
will manage this, says vet De Vocht.
He prints out antibiotics consumption
ﬁgures every three months to discuss
with the pig farmers. ‘There are also
pig breeders who ﬁnd it diﬃcult to
manage even a reduction of ten percent. Van Veen is not aiming for maximum production, which means his
piglets are a bit stronger on average.’
De Vocht can point out areas for improvement but it is the farmer who
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decides many of the changes that improve animal health - e.g. the feed,
climate and breeding targets - in his
business plan. That is why it is important to raise awareness among
farmers. The ban on antibiotics in
animal feed as of 1 July is a good
measure that will help reduce usage,
says De Vocht. Now livestock farmers
will have to mix the antibiotics into
the feed themselves, which will help
them think before using antibiotics.
But halving antibiotics consumption
levels will not work without additional policies. ‘I can achieve an average reduction of 35 percent by making
farmers more aware, but no more
than that.’
The livestock farmers with chronic
problems on their farms often need
to make far-reaching changes if they

Farms with persistently high infection levels will go under.’
JUST LIKE GREECE
Jan Kluytmans agrees that there is a dire need for far-reaching measures to reduce antibiotics use. Kluytmans was
a member of the Health Council’s committee that drew up
the recent recommendations. He is a doctor in Amphia
hospital in Breda and a professor of Microbiology and Infection Prevention at VU University Amsterdam. He is also
the researcher who showed that 90 percent of supermarket chicken meat is now infected with the antibiotics-resistant ESBL bacteria. This made it clear that drug-resistant bacteria were spreading through the Dutch food
chain via intensive livestock farming.
He thinks the problem is rapidly becoming bigger in
the Netherlands. ‘There are fewer and fewer antibiotics
that still work against these bacteria’, says Kluytmans. ‘We
also know that the development of new antibiotics is stag-

are to farm without antibiotics. That
will probably not be feasible for
many farmers. Or else they may turn
to methods that are themselves
questionable. ‘Many pig farmers had
a sickbay: the weak piglets were put
together for treatment as a kind of
intensive care’, says pig breeder Van
Veen. ‘But that turned out to be a
source of disease as well. Now that
antibiotics consumption has to be reduced, many farmers are getting rid
of their sickbays and injecting the piglets to death or getting rid of them.’
The urgency of the antibiotics problem has recently been brought
home to Van Veen. Each year he
goes to the hospital for tests to see
whether he has the MRSA bacteria.
This year he tested positive for the
ﬁrst time. AS
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nating - there are no new effective drugs coming on the
market. So that is going to cause big problems.’ The
spectre for him is the situation that has arisen in Greece
and Turkey. ‘A lot of the patients in the intensive care de-

Top three drug-resistant bacteria
The Health Council says
there are three groups of
drug-resistant bacteria
that cause most problems
for public health.
* Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus
(MRSA).
The livestock-related
MRSA can still be kept under control in hospitals
but now seems to be appearing among the general
population. Last year, Denmark had the ﬁrst cases of
people being infected with
the pig type CC398 without
having been in contact
with pigs.

* Extended Spectrum BetaLactamase (ESBL) producing bacteria.
These bacteria spread rapidly and are not limited
to hospitals; they are also
found elsewhere, in particular as the cause of diﬃcult-to-treat urinary tract
infections.
* Vancomycin-resistant Enterococcus (VRE).
The Council says the link
between the use of antibiotics in livestock farming
and the incidence of VRE
in hospitals is not as clear
as was thought in the past.

partments there are infected with drug-resistant bacteria
and can no longer be treated with antibiotics.’
HOSPITAL PLAGUE
The most formidable bacteria for the healthcare system
originating in livestock farming are the ESBL bacteria.
But there are more dangers lurking that will require
tough preventive measures. For instance, the Klebsiella
bacteria claimed a lot of victims earlier this year in Maasstad hospital in Rotterdam. The bacteria are not found in
livestock farming and are therefore still a rarity in Dutch
hospitals. To keep it that way, Kluytmans thinks a speciﬁc group of antibiotics should be banned from veterinary use. Otherwise Klebsiella could also develop into a
hospital plague. ‘At the moment healthy people hardly
ever become ill from Klebsiella but that could change if
the bacteria continue to spread.’
Halving the use of antibiotics in livestock farming –
the current cabinet’s policy – is probably not enough to
solve the problem, says Kluytmans. ‘You need to reduce
use to a fraction of current levels in order to cut back
drug-resistant bacteria. Ideally we should move to a system of livestock farming without antibiotics. Wageningen has the know-how to achieve such sustainable farming through vaccines for animal diseases, better feed
and better housing. But consumers will also have to pay
more for meat as at present the livestock sector can’t
switch to more sustainable methods because of the low
margins. Fortunately the livestock sector has now also realized this. ’

Until recently, ESBL was
rare; now one in ten Dutch
people are carriers of this
antibiotic-resistent bacterium.
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NEW FURNITURE
Disappear into a khaki ‘workbay’ or curl up in a bright
green ‘ear chair’. Feel nurtured by the soft light shed by a
white ‘Lolita’. This will all be business as usual at Facilities
and Services from Monday 26 September. That’s when the
new open oﬃce at Actio goes into action. A sneak preview
of the range of brightly coloured furniture soon to grace the
RK, photo Sjoerd Sijsma, extras: Rolf Heling, Peter
new building.
Booman, Ans Geerling, Pim van Benthem, Ben Kranenburg, José Steenbakker en Suzanne Overbeek
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A planter as socket
Is it really possible - plants that produce electricity? Plants that recharge your
mobile phone, light up streets and keep your fridge running? Wageningen
pioneers are well on the way to making this pipe dream come true.
text: Roelof Kleis / photo and illustration: Plant-e

G

etting electricity from plants seems like science ﬁction, but David Strik, Environmental
Technology researcher and part owner of startup Plant-e, takes a different view. ‘Twenty percent of the people on this earth have no access
to electricity. A lot of them are living in wetlands. Those
are people we could supply with electricity using Plant Power. Then they will be able to use a few square metres to
light LED lamps, charge their mobile phone or run a super-efﬁcient laptop. Plant Power is not a fantasy, we’ve
shown that.’
It is already possible to charge a mobile phone using
plants, so the principle does work. That principle (see info

Roof electricity
How much electricity does
a plant generate? The Environmental Technology
number crunchers say an
average ﬂat roof of ﬁfty
square metres could in
theory generate 150 Watts
continuously, about a third
of what a household consumes. Assuming 25 cents
per kWh, this would save
the average household
330 euros a year.

27 September
augustus 2009
RESOURCE — 15
2011

graphics) was discovered by Bert Hamelers, the head of
the Environmental Technology group, who works on new
technologies for generating clean energy. Plant power involves plants and bacteria working together to generate
electricity. The plant provides the fuel and bacteria convert that into electricity. It’s called a plant-microbial fuel
cell. The ‘fuel’ is the organic compounds discharged by
the plant’s roots into the soil. Sugars and organic acids as
well as hydrocarbon polymers, enzymes and dead cell material make excellent fuel, for example. Electrochemical
bacteria in the soil then break down this material (through
oxidation) into CO2, H+ ions and electrons. You harvest
those electrons and hey presto, you’ve got electricity.
BLACK BOX
So the whole process takes place in the soil. The plant-microbial fuel cell is essentially a planter with a few simple
technical ﬁttings to collect the electricity. The details of
the process are still not fully understood. Plant power is
pioneering work. Marjolein Helder, a PhD student and
partner in Plant-e, is quite open about the fact that the system is partly a black box. ‘We have some insight into which
bacteria are doing the work but that still needs to be published so I can’t say anything yet. It is known that bacteria of the Geobacter genus are able to make electricity and
we have seen them in our system, but we don’t know how
much fuel (exudates) a plant produces. The exudates are
difﬁcult to measure as they are broken down in the soil
straight away. But the amount of fuel is obviously a deciding factor in the system. One of our challenges is to increase that concentration, for example by feeding the plant
on certain nutrients.’
Of course, the plant itself is also important as it produces the fuel through photosynthesis. All it needs for that is
CO2, water and sunlight. The plants being used are reed
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David Strik and Marjolein Helder on the ‘ first green electricity roof in the Netherlands.’

meadow grass and cord grass. Helder: ‘Those are our model plants. Reed meadow grass is a freshwater plant that
can be found all over campus in the ditches. Cord grass
likes salty conditions and is found in coastal areas. Any
plant will do in principle as long as it grows in waterlogged, anaerobic soil. Oxygen is disastrous as it attracts the
electrons being released. Boggy areas, wetlands, deltas
and paddy ﬁelds could well be highly suitable for this
technology.’
According to Helder, plant power is the greenest energy imaginable. ‘You could generate electricity from plants
eleven months a year in our climate. Day and night, because it works at night as well. The process only stops when
there’s a ground frost and the system is frozen.’
‘I didn’t really want to do a PhD’, reveals Helder. ‘But I
was tempted into it by this project. You rarely get the opportunity to work on something so special. A project with

‘The process only stops when
there’s a ground frost
and the system is frozen’
so much potential that could also get results so quickly.’
And there is also Plant-e (pronounced “plenty”), the spinoff Strik and Helder set up exactly two years ago to commercialize the new technique. At the time, Helder promised to develop the technology so that within a year they

would be able to charge a mobile phone. Now, two years
later, they have managed that.
ELECTRICAL ROOF
The setup that makes that possible has been running on
the roof of the new NIOO building in Mansholtlaan since
August. NIOO has been ﬂaunting the fact that it has the
ﬁrst green electricity roof in the Netherlands. At present it
has a total of sixteen square metres for its ‘green battery’
consisting of cord grass and reed meadow grass. It is
Plant-e’s ﬁrst large-scale experiment and the ﬁrst time
‘useful electricity’ is being produced, ‘with a voltage and
electrical current we can do something with. For example,
we are going to use it to charge mobile phones.’ Helder
praises NIOO for its pioneer’s role. ‘We would like to do a
feasibility study for Wageningen UR’s Orion but that’s still
at the discussion stage. NIOO did provide us with the
space, the opportunity and some of the money to do this.’
The NIOO trial should open the way to developing a real product. It is not yet clear what form that will take. Helder: ‘Should we start with a gadget for a window box?
Should it be a build-it-yourself pack or should we market
ready-made planters? It all depends on the scale. This
should become clearer over the coming year.’ She sees this
as ultimately the biggest challenge. ‘Of course there are
countless technical difﬁculties but these are known and
we have thought of solutions for them. But we haven’t really started on a large-scale application.’

Half a million?
Plant-e could well be half
a million euros richer by
the time you read this, as
the winner of the 2011
Green Challenge is due to
be announced on Thursday
15 September. Plant-e is
one of the six candidates
that made it to the ﬁnal
round of this sustainability competition, organized
by the Postcode Lottery. ‘I
was staggered when we
heard that’, says Marjolein
Helder. ‘After all, it is an
acknowledgement of the
value of our work. People
sometimes sneer about
what we do but now we
are one of only two Dutch
ﬁnalists.’ Plant-e and the
other ﬁve ﬁnalists were
chosen from 717 submissions from around the world.
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Rudy Rabbinge, a believer in progress

‘A lots of things simply
aren’t rational’
Rudy Rabbinge is retiring from his position as professor of Sustainable
Development and Food Security at Wageningen University, part of
Wageningen UR. Frénk van der Linden and Pieter Webeling look back
with him. What state are things in after forty years of Rabbinge?
text: Frénk van der Linden and Pieter Webeling / photo: Tessa Posthuma de Boer

‘T

he Netherlands is losing its reputation as a
country for justice, solidarity and tolerance’, says Agnes van Ardenne, former CDA
Minister for Development Cooperation. Is
she right to say Holland is sliding down the
international pecking order??
Firmly: ‘Yes, that is deﬁnitely true. I am always being
asked about this. Koﬁ Annan, the former UN secretary general, said to me: ‘What on earth is going on in your country?’ He was referring to the incitement to hatred and the
PVV’s anti-Islam attitudes, the excessive nationalism and
the negative attitude to Europe and the rest of the world. I
tell him I share his concern but most Dutch aren’t like
that. Fortunately there are also a lot of people who do have
an enlightened view of the world, and that is still the dominant mood.’
However, government policy now seems to be going in the
‘wrong’ direction.
‘The CDA and VVD parties are letting themselves be
swayed by Wilders. Verhagen claims in a speech that he
understands Dutch people’s problems and Wilders tweets
in response: ‘CDA is a light version of PVV’. I have to say
he’s right. I think that if you work in politics you have to do
so on the basis of principles and ideals. You should defend and embody them.’
Gene technology can be used to make crops resistant to
diseases and insects. Plants have even been created that
have been ‘ﬁtted’ with nutrients they would not normally
have. How enthusiastic are you about this development?
‘I have never seen this as a panacea for all ills. You can
use gene technology to surgically cut out genes responsi-
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ble for certain properties and insert them in a different
place. You can work more quickly and efﬁciently and you
have less palaver than with standard plant breeding. As
chairman of the Rice Research Institute in the Philippines, I started research into rice with vitamin A and iron.
That was pretty successful. Gene technology is an appealing tool. But note: it’s only a tool, not the Holy Grail for
mankind.’
Can you imagine why some people say this is like
Frankenstein?
‘No. On the contrary, I see gene technology as a fantastic example of what human insight and ability can achieve. Surely even a strict believer should be really pleased
that we are able to correct errors in Creation?’
You predicted in Dutch newspaper Het Financieele
Dagblad that a Green Revolution would be able to feed all
of Africa within ten years. To be frank, we are getting a
bit tired of that. People have said this so many times over
the past ﬁfty years but it has never actually happened.
‘I can say exactly why not. Of course it will come to nothing as long as it remains an intention. But now we have
AGRA, the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa. Koﬁ
Annan chairs the board, which has six people from Africa
including Mo Ibrahim, the man responsible for telecom
company Celtel, and Moise Mensah, the former Benin ﬁnance minister. Directors from outside the continent include the President of the Gates Foundation, the President of the Rockefeller Foundation and me. A pretty serious club.’
Enthusiastically: ‘We have set up speciﬁc programmes
to make seed, fertilizers and so on available, to create ac-
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Rabbinge: ‘I have never
seen gene technology
as a panacea’.

cess to fertile agricultural land by building roads, and to
develop regional and local markets. Assistance is also needed in developing local trade. We have already reached
millions of farmers in the past four years.
Many people have great faith in organic agriculture. Why
are you waging war against it?
Indignantly: ‘I most certainly am not! In fact, I was the
ﬁrst person in the Netherlands to introduce organic agriculture on an experimental farm. That was back in the
1970s! Later, when I was a professor, I used to give students the freedom to specialize in this area although there
wasn’t even a Chair.’
But you also say it is wrong to claim that organic
agriculture can feed the world: ‘You should not put a
taboo on artiﬁcial fertilizers, pesticides and genetic
manipulation. If you opt for organic agriculture you will
be doing so at the expense of nearly all nature as you
need far more land.’
‘Exactly. So you won’t help the environment by eating
organic food. It would be a disaster for feeding the world
and it won’t help your health either. It is actually dangerous to put animal manure on vegetables, as we have probably seen with the EHEC bacteria. Why do people make
such an explicit choice for organic agriculture? Because a
lots of things simply aren’t rational. Many people also
drink bottled water although water from a tap is better
from an objective point of view and ﬁve thousand times
cheaper.’
In fact you are saying organic agriculture is about
pleasing yourself.
‘Yes but if people enjoy that and are happy with it, I am
the last person to deprive them of that.’
You claim there is enough food to feed everyone in the
world. That makes hunger a question of allocation. What
is the solution?
‘The global organizations must become much stronger. The situation at the FAO is disastrous. That club is
threatening to be destroyed by bureaucracy and internal

‘Surely even a strict believer
should be really pleased
that we are able to correct
errors in Creation?’
power struggles. The United Nations also needs a complete overhaul. The one country one vote system is catastrophic: a tiny country like Luxembourg with less than half a

million inhabitants has just as much say as the United
States or India. We need to change to a system with more
clout.’
Would you be prepared to claim that Rudy Rabbinge with
all his energy, all his studies, all his international
meetings, has made a difference in practice?
‘Well, over the past forty years Dutch farmers have been
able to increase average wheat yields from six to nine tonnes thanks to our insights and help. We have reduced the
use of artiﬁcial fertilizers by a half and pesticides by about
a third. We have been able to develop dairy farming systems that no longer contribute to the emission of greenhouse gases. We have become more efﬁcient in our use of
land, leaving more room for nature and biodiversity. We
are doing all we can to improve things further but we have
certainly made achievements. All in all, I am prepared to
claim that agriculture has become more productive and
less polluting. Otherwise they wouldn’t be adopting our
approach in so many parts of the world.’
This article is part of an interview with Rabbinge that appeared in this month’s alumni magazine Wageningen World.
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RECEIPTS NIGHTMARE
The idea was that the new expenses claims system for foreign trips
– MobileXpense – would make life easier for WUR employees.
But the grumbles about all the paperwork and technical problems
have become deafening. What do we think of MXP?
text: Rob Goossens / illustration: Henk van Ruitenbeek

Rien Bor
marketing international education
‘Claiming travel expenses used to be
easy. You could claim the costs of
your ﬂight and hotel room, and then
you got a ﬁxed daily allowance to cover breakfast, lunch, dinner and all
other expenditure. That was simple,
not susceptible to fraud and avoided
palaver with receipts. I spend 80 days a year travelling outside Europe and the daily allowance is a pretty good approximation.
Now you need receipts to claim expenses. I visit countries
where they never give you a receipt. I often get out of a taxi
to ﬁnd people tugging on my luggage while I’m still trying
to get a receipt. I have rarely seen such a stupid system.
They tried to introduce this system ten years ago but after
six months they reverted back to the old system. I don’t expect it to last much longer this time either.’

Herco Jansen
Alterra researcher
‘If you go out with a group for a meal
or drinks you have to be prepared for
the embarrassment of asking the
waiter to make out separate bills. In
Algeria we ‘only’ had to get three
bills every time: one for someone
from Alterra, one for another person
from Alterra and one for the rest of the group.’

Laurens Ganzeveld
Earth System Science lecturer
‘The principle of the system is
wrong. It assumes the employees
cannot be trusted. Why else would
you demand receipts? Whereas I
think there is very little fraud. It’s a
pity because now you are creating an
atmosphere in which employees will
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also start behaving in a more calculating manner. Lots of
researchers work regularly in the weekends without claiming overtime. Perhaps they should be a bit stricter in
claiming? And then there’s the extra time spent on the administration. I thought such administrative systems were
supposed to make life easier.’

Tineke Tromp
Corporate HR
‘Staff were always supposed to claim
expenses on the basis of receipts,
with the Daily Subsistence Allowance as a maximum, but in practice the
DSA was sometimes being paid as a
ﬁxed amount. That has changed
with the new system. Not only does it
implement schemes that were agreed with the unions, it
also means we comply with tax rules. The tax authorities
see a travel allowance without evidence of the actual costs
as a form of income, on which tax is liable. So you can’t
avoid a system for recording receipts. But if you are missing the odd receipt you’ll undoubtedly be able to agree
something with your line manager.’

Wim Andriesse
external collaboration coordinator
‘I haven’t really had any problems.
Although I have had a moan about
having to keep an eye on my receipts.
That is not always so easy, for
example if you have a dinner where
you share the bill with colleagues.
There is a big chance then that you
will end up paying some of the organization’s expenses
yourself. I preferred the ‘old’ scheme where you were eligible for a certain daily allowance: less paperwork. But they
take a ﬂexible attitude to missing receipts in my department so I haven’t had any problems in practice over the
past six months.’
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Rien Bor
‘Entering your journey in My Travel takes forever. There
are countless irrelevant standard questions. Then various
people have to give their electronic approval. Naturally
they happen to be ‘out of ofﬁce’. Then you have to enter it
again in EBS and get approval, and then it doesn’t allow
for any preferences. The systems don’t work, can’t be accessed from outside the University and are regularly out of
order. There are lots of errors too with bookings. I have already been at Schiphol airport and found there wasn’t a
ticket for me. Turned out it hadn’t been entered properly
in EBS. It would be going too far to report here all the misery of the past year.’

Herco Jansen
‘If you are going to enter your expenses in MobileXpense,
you should deﬁnitely only do so at the ofﬁce (during ofﬁce
hours?). I have tried doing it at home (broadband connection) outside working hours but eventually the program
inevitably grinds to a halt (“error on page”, “please wait…
The data is being processed”, etc.) and you have to start all
over again. Although I will admit that I haven’t tested MobileXpense in Timbuktu so perhaps it does work there.’

Thera Leenhouwers
Facility Services manager
‘The assignment was to implement a
single digital system for the entire
organization for travel expenses
claims. We did this through a European tender. Complaints? We have
had a few reports; we look at them
and see if we can ﬁnd a solution. Of-

ten it’s problems associated with making the transition:
ignorance and yes, a fear of bookkeeping. Incidentally, we
also get compliments – “this is really handy”, for example.’

Erik Meesters
Imares marine researcher
‘It often costs me half a day or a whole day to collect up all my receipts. If
they are even legible. In particular receipts from less westernized countries are sometimes illegible because
the ink has faded in the sunlight. It is
also quite likely that you won’t have
all the receipts. It is always the employee who ends up
paying then. However, I have a solution: a credit card
where the user has to say that the costs paid for using that
credit card in a particular period belong to a particular
project.’

Herco Jansen
‘You also need to keep a good look out for the many zeros
after the decimal point with countries like that because of
course the system doesn’t save the most recent currency
entered or exchange rate. So you have to re-enter that every
time. No trouble of course.’

Rien Bor
‘The entire travel and expenses claims system shows contempt for employees and has become an enormous bureaucratic system eating up time and energy and encouraging fraud.’
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Songs about big sunglasses
and ice cream
Wageningen students Maya Lievegoed and Hans Vermunt are lugging
a suitcase full of instruments from one festival to the next. And doing
well. They have only just started performing as Maya&Adrian but they
are already fully booked.
‘Provocative and too honest’ is how
Maya (23) and Hans (21) describe
their music. The singer/songwriter
duo writes about everyday worries:
being in love, missing the bus, big
sunglasses, enjoying an ice cream always tongue in cheek. Maya: ‘We
want people to laugh during our
performances but we would also
like to go deeper and really get
through to them.’
This summer, the two International Development Studies students made the difﬁcult decision
to postpone their Master’s for a
year. Now they can concentrate fully on their music. Maya: ‘You have

to work really hard to make it in
the music world. If they ask you to
do a gig in Leeuwarden on Tuesday, you can’t say: I’ve got lectures
on Tuesday, would Wednesday be
OK?’
The decision to focus on her
music was a question of now or never for Maya. ‘I was supposed to be
going to Spain for a year for my degree but after visiting some music
festivals I got a hankering - I enjoyed it so much! A while ago I did a
year at a music academy but then it
didn’t feel right to be spending all
my time on music. Now I was ready
to dedicate myself entirely. I

thought, if I ever want to do something with my music it will have to
be now.’
SONG STUFF
She sent fellow student Hans an email; she hardly knew him but did
know that he was into music too

LOOKING FOR
A TOUR BUS!
You can’t keep borrowing Mum’s
car. So Maya&Adrian are looking
for a van for their travels around
the country. Got one on oﬀer?
Then send a mail to maya.lievegoed@wur.nl. ‘And now we’re on
the subject, we’re also looking
for a practice room.’

(he wrote the winning protest song
for the national student demo in
The Hague, Ed.) and they hit it off
immediately. They have been
Maya&Adrian ever since. Maya: ‘We
wanted a name we could associate
with as all our songs are about us
and our experiences.’ Hans: ‘But
we though Maya&Hans wasn’t
such a good idea as we sing in English, so we chose the English version of my second name, Adriaan.’
Maya didn’t rest for a moment,
writing to as many festival organizers and café owners as possible
asking for gigs. All that effort was
rewarded: they had their ﬁrst gig
only two weeks after their decision
to concentrate on the music. Since
then the two have appeared at a
number of festivals and events,
from Broekrock in Deventer to the

Stamppot with the buddy family

At the beginning of September,
200 of these fresh-faced exchange students arrived at IxESN for a
ﬁrst encounter with culinary
Holland: vegetable soup with
breadsticks, two types of mashed
potato dish, hutspot and stamppot with kale and sausage. And a
custard dish called vlaﬂip for
dessert. This was the ﬁrst ‘international kitchen’ of the year. According to Soline de Jong, who
coordinates activities at IxESN,
the menu met with a mixed reception: ‘Some people took a second helping of stamppot, but
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other thought the food lacked salt
and herbs.’
FAMILY
But there was more to the evening
than the food. The students were
able to meet their buddy families
for the ﬁrst time. The families are
made up of three groups, in each
of which there are three exchange
students and a mentor. The evening was a success, says Soline enthusiastically. ‘The groups had
met up beforehand to get to know
each other and came here to eat
stamppot. The odd lost soul was
quickly adopted by another family.’
TOGETHER
The ‘families’ go to various parties
and activities together, and the
mentors are available to answer

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

So there you are at Wageningen
bus station. Your ﬁrst day as an
Erasmus student, with six
months of partying ahead. And
how are you going to ﬁnd your
way around?

Tucking in to a real Dutch dinner.

practical questions. After half a
year, most of the exchange stu-

dents return home and the
groups disperse. NM
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lephone is full of whistle-alongs
and song stuff.’
Their families and friends support their decision ‘200 percent’.
Hans: ‘My parents thought it was a
logical step. I was always talking
about my music projects, never
about my degree.’ Maya: ‘I was expecting to have to explain my decision when I didn’t go to Barcelona
after all, but everyone was incredibly positive. They thought it was
great that I’d had the guts to dedicate myself to my passion. That is
so good to hear because after all it
is quite nerve-racking.’

Maya Lievegoed and Hans Vermunt as Maya&Adrian.

Linda van der Nat

Magneet Festival in Amsterdam.
Hans plays piano, guitar and a series of small instruments such as a
melodica, a kazoo and a xylophone. Maya sings and plays guitar
and piano. They don’t really ﬁt in

any one genre. Maya: ‘Some songs
are pop-like while others are more
cabaret. We have some really jazzy
numbers but Hans has also written
a straight blues number.’ The
songs come about naturally. Hans:

‘I have to get a feeling of urgency
and then the songs come of their
own accord.’ Maya: ‘If you have an
idea for a tune you have to take action immediately, otherwise you’re
afraid you’ll forget it.’ Hans: ‘My te-

Maya&Adrian will be performing at
21.00 on Thursday 15 September at
the Quiet is the new Loud event, in
Wageningen public library

‘Room shortage bigger than last year’
The shortage of student accommodation in the Netherlands is
getting out of hand. According to
the National Union of Students
(LSVb), there is a shortfall of
30,000 student rooms. But in
Wageningen things are moving in
the right directions, says the
LSVb.
The students’ union asked for ﬁgures from the municipal council
and the student housing providers.
These ﬁgures show that a shortfall
of 600 rooms will persist in Wageningen up until 2015. The average
waiting time for a room in shared
accommodation from student
housing provider Idealis can be up
to 14 months. ‘The shortage is probably worse than these ﬁgures suggest’, says LSVb-chair Pascal ten
Have, ‘because they do not cover

the private market.’
According to the LSVb, Idealis
will be creating 1,000 new housing
units in the next few years. Corina
van Dijk of Idealis says there are
concrete plans for 700 rooms, including 245 at the Rijnsteeg and 95
at Kortenoord. The housing provider is also planning to rent 300
rooms on the Zandlaan in Ede,
while the university is providing
300 more rooms: 153 on the Haarweg, 33 at the Stadsbrink and 100
at an ex-military barracks in Ede.
In the short term, the university
wants to create another 100 extra
temporary rooms in order to prevent an anticipated shortage of
rooms for foreign students.
RIGHT DIRECTION
‘Things are going in the right direction in Wageningen’, notes Ten

New container rooms on the Haarweg.

Have. ‘It went wrong for a few years
due to inappropriate policies, but
Idealis is responding a lot more
adequately to the growing student
numbers nowadays. Of course,
they have had a lot of bad publicity, and Wageningen was used in
other university towns as an
example of how things could always be worse. There were stu-

dents here staying on a campsite
in the middle of winter. The council, Idealis and the university don’t
want that again.’
The situation in other student
towns is considerably worse.
In Amsterdam there will be a
shortfall of 9,000 rooms until
2015. In Utrecht the shortfall is
HOP/LvdN
6,700.
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LOUT PROOF

MACHO

Psychology Prof Diederik Stapel’s fraudulent data, meat-eaters and louts.
A trio from this week’s news that will stick in the collective memory for a
while. One question: does Stapel eat meat? If so, perhaps he’s right about
meat-eaters being self-centred louts. Quod erat demonstrandum. As they
say.

Fatherhood lowers testosterone levels in men, research at Western University (US) has shown. He-men are transformed into model fathers with
a nurturing instinct. The more they share the childcare, the greater the
eﬀect. Want to stay macho? Watch out.

Meatless Monday goes global

Perhaps you already know about
Meatless Monday, having seen the
outsized yellow chickens that ran
through the Forum to encourage
people to eat less meat. ‘Eating
meat is very inefﬁcient and really
quite bad for the environment. We
wanted to make people aware of
that’, is how Luke van der Windt

sums up the initiative.
The third-year student of Plant
Sciences returned from the conference full of enthusiasm. ‘It was
terribly exciting presenting our
ideas to 1,500 people. But above
all, I found it inspiring.’ Among
the speakers was a Colombian woman who is trying to grow vegetables on the roof of a primary
school. Her ﬁrst harvest was a failure, but she didn’t give up. She
sought collaboration with people
who had been more successful.
There was plenty of interest in the
Wageningen initiative as well,
from TV cook Jamie Oliver for instance. ‘We talked to Jamie behind
the scenes. He was wildly enthusi-

The Meatlessteam and
Jamie Oliver.

astic about us. He emailed afterwards to say he would like to work
with us.’ The Meatless Monday
project is over now, as the students
are busy with their studies. They
do still publish vegetarian recipes

on Facebook though. Luke reckons
they have reached several
thousand people. ‘More than 2,000
hits on Youtube, a lot of people
when we were ﬂyering, and another 1,500 at the conference.’ NM

FOR AND AGAINST
Proposition: KSV went too far in their initiation
MARLIES: I don’t think KSV went too far with their initiation
games. Compared to other cities, certainly, the initiations in
Wageningen are not too bad. But I do wonder quite what the
point of these sorts of initiation is. In my own society I am very
close to a number of people and I can’t imagine that bond would
have been any stronger if we’d been through a tough initiation. I
think it’s a pity that people are put off by this and don’t join a society because of it, when they might have been very enthusiastic
otherwise.

JILLIS RESPONDS: You only really understand the purpose of initiation periods once you have been through them yourself. That
may sound feeble and clichéd, but it’s true. If the only aim of the
initiation was to humiliate others, do you think all those societies
in the Netherlands would really carry on running them? An introduction period creates a bond and makes you feel proud of your
society and committed to it. That is why the phenomenon has lasted 200 years: because it works.
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JILLIS: ‘Humiliating initiation at KSV’ was the headline in the last
Resource. That’ll be a fun read, I thought. But on reading the article I found that the humiliation was not all that bad. I wouldn’t have
thought that a few paint stains on what was surely not your Sunday
best, and being deprived of your sandwiches with Fairtrade chocolate
sprinkles, will exactly scar you for life. But Wim, the father, is making a
mountain out of this molehill, in a way that will probably work against
him: his son cannot walk through the Forum undetected and it is unlikely to cost the KSV a single recruit next year. What is striking, though,
is that KSV seems to have dropouts from its initiation every year. Perhaps they paint too rosy a picture of their society during the AID?

MARLIES RESPONDS: Not something that scars you for life? Maybe not
for you, but everybody is different and some people can handle it better than others. Especially if you perhaps didn’t know what to expect,
although I don’t know to what extent that applies in this case. But I do
agree with you that his father’s reaction was not very wise, tactically
speaking.

PHOTOS: BART DE GOUW

Bright young thinkers from all
over the world came together
during the ﬁrst weekend in September to talk about creating a
better world. The ﬁve students
behind Meatless Monday were
among those who presented their
ideas at the One Young World
congress in Zurich.
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SWEET!
Students are strange creatures: free spirits with eating habits to match.
Take Ka’s kiwi spaghetti with onions or Nick’s Dr. Pepper cupcakes with
bacon. More mouth-watering ideas at studentencombi.nl. Who’s for a
Mars Bar sandwich?

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

BETRAYED
Watch out for the tray thieves! Currently more than 200 trays have gone
astray in the oﬃces of Lumen and Gaia, says an email sent to the occupants of these buildings. The shortage of trays means canteen users have
to get good at piling up their lunch in their hands.

HAPPY CAMPERS. Atmospheric lighting, a nice little curtain: Vera Wiegman (r) tries to makes the best of it at the Wielerbaan campsite. Together
with a fellow Life Sciences student, Vera is going over her lecture notes in the tent in front of her grandparents’ caravan. There are currently about
60 students among the campers at this Wageningen-Hoog campsite. This ﬁrst-year student is willing to stay in the caravan until the end of October, but then it will get too cold for her liking. ‘I hope to have a room by then.’ There is certainly a sense of community among the students here;
yesterday they had a barbecue together. LvdN

‘NO COMMENT’
There was a heated discussion on our website this week about the student who dropped out of your initiation ordeal. How do you see it?
‘Well, we have decided not to make any public statements about it. The board has talked to the person concerned and that’s it.’
And more generally then: perhaps you could tell us why KSV considers an initiation ritual desirable?
‘I feel no need to discuss that.’

Who? Nyima Zoutenbier
What? Abactis / External
Assessor at KSV Franciscus
Why? The initiation rituals at
KSV got into the news through
the father of a dropout

On websites there were also some rather threatening noises made about the lad concerned not being able to walk
through the Forum in peace.
‘That may have been written in frustration. There is no question of KSV doing anything to harm the person concerned. For him this has no further consequences.’
Were you all shocked by the commotion?
‘Sorry but we are not going to say anything else about this.’

RG
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>> CULT
Who Caperune What Latin band When 17 and 23 September
Where At Droeﬀeest and in the Overkant café With Tequila

Latin from Wageningen: Caperune
Latin music from Wageningen: Caperune (pronounced: capeeroonay) play lively music from the social clubs of Cuba, Colombia and Peru. What does it
sound like? Ben ‘Tequila’ de Vries from Canada: ‘We play several numbers by
the musicians of the Buena Vista Social Club, American/ Mexican numbers
and Cuban folk music with its own energetic ﬂavour.’ On the stage are all
kinds of percussion, acoustic base guitars, a trumpet, guitars and a cuatro, a
ﬁve-string lute from Puerto Rico. The band is made up of ﬁve people from Canada, Peru, the Netherlands and Suriname. ‘That’s how we came up with the
name: Ca-Peru-Ne. When Sampa from Suriname joined us we decided to leave
the name as it was and not to change it to Caperunesu.’ Ben’s not the only one
with a nickname. The drummer is known as Pulpito – octopus, Johan from
Wageningen goes by the name of El Rojo – the redhead – and the deeply religious Sampa is called ‘El Pastor’. Benito: ‘I’ve forgotten where the nickname Tequila came from but it stuck with the rest of them.’ It would seem the gentlemen are not averse to a little tipple on the job.
So dust off your dancing shoes and loosen up your hips: Caperune is playing
from 10.00h on 17 September in tent 69 at the Droeffeest, and from ten o’clock
at the Overkant café on 23 September with a ﬂautist as special guest. TR
More info at https://www.facebook.com/caperune

>> THE WORKS
STUDYING FISH
FARMING IN VIETNAM
Who? Sarah Pesie (MSc in Animal Sciences)
What? Aquaculture Summer School
Where? Vietnam
Why? To see for herself how sustainable shrimp and pangasius farming is.
‘We had regular discussions last year during the Sustainability in Fish
and Seafood Production course about whether or not pangasius farming
was sustainable. You hear a lot of negative reports, so in the end I said to
a friend: ‘Why don’t we go to Vietnam and see for ourselves?’ Then we
organized a summer school for sustainable ﬁsh farming together with a
lecturer. To keep the costs down we eventually had seven people on the
trip, all different nationalities doing different degrees.
We visited six pangasius farms and six shrimp farms over a period of
three weeks, looking at how far they met the criteria for three different
labels. We also visited the university and three research institutes. It was
noticeable that there was always a government ofﬁcial accompanying us
on all those visits; I think it’s because Vietnam is a socialist country. An
interpreter translated the answers given by the farmers we interviewed.
It was difﬁcult to judge whether it was all true. We often got to hear far
more about the sector in the evenings over drinks.
Most farmers do want to comply with the sustainability requirements,
but the smallholders in particular can’t afford to get their ﬁsh certiﬁed.
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On top of that some of the criteria are simply not possible, such as wearing boots and life jackets. That’s just not how they do things in Vietnam.
It was very educational but also tiring. We hoped we would be able to
able to relax a bit and explore the place at the weekends but in the end
we were busy every day. One of the most unusual things I saw was the
night-time ﬁsh market. It was massive. There were three halls the size of
football pitches full of people selling live ﬁsh. Will we be holding another Summer School next year? One of the people on the trip was a guy
who is half Japanese so we joked that we would have to go to Japan next
year.’ LvdN
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mededelingen
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.

PAN <<
A must-see opening
In China, the opening ceremony of the academic year is one of
the dreariest occasions at campus people never want to attend. Unfortunately students are forced to be there most of the
time. Before the opening of academic year of Wageningen uni,
I thought that the Dutch version would be no better than the
Chinese. But afterwards I changed my mind.
Flip-ﬂop is not out of bounds
Thanks to my job in Student Council I had the honor of attending the opening on Monday. But my twisted ankle didn’t
allow me to wear shoes so that I dressed up like a freak: a suit
with a pair of ﬂip-ﬂops. Yes, ﬂip-ﬂops. While wearing slippers
then shaking hands with dear Rector Magniﬁcus in a robe at
the entrance of Aula, I was wondering why no security men
there attempted to strip my admittance off. ‘Come on, this is
not China,’ I answered my question by a self-talk.
A free lesson to learn oration
In my book one of the scarcest gifts is to talk a lot without saying anything. To learn to be that kind of person, I couldn’t ﬁnd
a better lesson than the trilogy speech ‘the Golden Triangle’
delivered in the opening. I even made some notes, but maybe
it’s just an affectation: a manager of a renowned company was
then sitting next to me, I wanted to leave him with some good
impression.
Expand your social network
Even without knowing their names I’m sure there were lots of
personages at that opening; there was a place where you might
come across your future boss. Besides the manager mentioned above, during the reception I talked to people from all
walks of life, including a professor from HK, by chance who
came from my hometown. I bet you never imagined this ceremony could be used as a job-hunting ﬁeld, did you?
Do you have a mind to be there next year? Anyway, I’ve determined to subscribe for this must-see in 2012. Just hope then
you won’t see me in ﬂip-ﬂops again. Pan Deli

Pic of the week:
What do you think of my looks?
Vid of the Week:
Speaking of job hunting, I recommended a clop to you
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maP5VrLN0O8

IxESN Wageningen is looking for
Buddy’s
Being a Buddy gives you the chance to experience the international
character of Wageningen, improving your English and making new
friends at the same time!
You will be linked to around two or
three Exchange students. They
have the opportunity to ask you
questions about living in Wageningen, where to ﬁnd the best pubs,
how to get a bike, etc. In the ﬁrst
week of their arrival you will meet
your students at an activity of IxESN Wageningen, most of the time a
dinner and a party. After this you
can give them a tour through Wageningen and meet them whenever
you want. Maybe they can even
cook their own traditional food for
you!
HTTP://IXESN-WAGENINGEN.NL/CONTENT/
REGISTER-BUDDY

Max Havelaar Speeches Competition
Students who can make a passionate speech have an opportunity
of being elected Holland’s best
orator.
Put your speech about ‘pure politics and honest world trade’ on
YouTube and you could win a top
prize of 500 euros plus a trip to
fair trade projects in Africa.

Coaching shop open every Wednesday morning for a chat
You can drop in at the House of
Happiness every Wednesday
between 9.00 and 12.30 for problems you feel unable to deal with.
These could be personal issues, for
example with your partner, or issues at work. The chats take place
in small groups, over a cup of coffee as it were, which can be very
revealing, or in the form of an individual chat with a coach. The price
per session depends on its value to
you. So you decide the price after
the session.
WWW.HAPPINESS4ALL.NL

Volunteers needed for Happiness
Day
Following last year’s success, Happiness4all will be organizing another Happiness Day in Wageningen
on Saturday 29 October.
It will be an upbeat day with various activities aimed at personal
development, awareness, creativity, welfare, self-expression and stimulating your talents in order to
achieve happiness. To make this
event a success, Happiness4all
needs a few more enthusiastic volunteers to help with preparations
in the weeks leading up to the
Happiness Day and on the day itself. If you would like to help and
so share in the happiness, please
contact Francis@happiness4all.nl.
MORE INFO: WWW.HAPPINESS4ALL.NL

agenda
Zaterdag 17 September

WWW.MAXHAVELAARACADEMIE.NL

GESEL VAN GELDERLAND BAND
CONTEST FINAL

e-motion dance company is looking
for new dancers!
The company is a dance group
(modern dance & dance theatre)
for students and employees of the
WUR. Trainings (Fridays from
16.30 until 19.30) consist of a
thorough warming up, technique
exercises and working on a
choreography. Anyone with dance
experience and a good share of
expression is welcome to
audition.

Six band competitions in Gelderland have each provided a band for
Gesel van Gelderland. The winner
will go on to the ﬁnal of the SENA
Performers POPnl Award in Amsterdam’s Melkweg venue. Admission: €5. Gesel van Gelderland is
a showcase for talented bands
from all over Gelderland. Willemeen is a city youth centre and
subculture venue in Arnhem.
20.00, Willemsplein 1, Arnhem

INFORMATION & REGISTRATION FOR AUDITIONS: 06-16120631/ GONNEBEEKMAN@GMAIL.
COM

WWW.WILLEMEEN.NL/

MORE AGENDA ON PAGE 30
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Prefer a Dutch Resource?
Wageningen UR zoekt:
PhD student in Protein folding
Wageningen University, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: AFSG-BIC-0003

Resource magazine is now available in both Dutch and English. Resource is
still working on the right distribution of the Dutch and English editions.
Subscribers, secretariats, reception desks, postal workers and students at
student residences are asked to report any change in the edition required to
the Resource secretariat: thea.kuijpers@wur.nl

Medewerker debiteurenbeheer
Wageningen University, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: AFSG-F&C-0003

HR adviseur
Wageningen UR, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: AFSG-HRM-0008

Assistant Professor in Computational Systems Biology
(Tenure Track)

AGENDA (CONTINUED)
Saturday 17 September

it.
19.00, Vreemde Streken, 1e Kloostersteeg 3, Wageningen

EMMAUS ANNUAL RAINBOW
MARKET

RESERVATIONS VIA OTHERWISE@WUR.NL.

With antiques and curios, a Middle
Eastern tea tent and a fashion
show.
Proceeds will go to the Ethiopian
School Project Foundation, which
aims to provide microcredit for
agricultural projects, and the Oasis
Forest Foundation in Costa Rica,
which aims to safeguard biodiversity by buying up jungle.
12.00-16.00, Heerenstraat 9, Wageningen, square in front of the
Kantongerecht building

Saturday 24 September

HTTP://EMMAUSWAGENINGEN.NL/

JAVELIN LESSONS?
Who wouldn’t like to throw a
javelin thirty metres or more? Wageningen athletics club Pallas’67
is organizing open training sessions for adults in various athletics
events. Apart from javelin
throwing, the events covered are
the shot put, high jump, long jump
and sprint. Experienced coaches
will teach you the ﬁner details of
these spectacular athletics
events.
19.00- 20.30, De Bongerd sports
centre, blue athletics track
WWW.PALLAS67.NL

Friday, 23 September

BENEFIT MEAL FOR SYRIA IN
VREEMDE STREKEN
The desperate situation in Syria
has led Vreemde Streken and
OtherWise to organize a Global
Café with Wageningen residents
from Syria. After the meal, they
will talk about the current situation and what can be done about
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Teamleider IT
Wageningen UR, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: FB-0001-11

Receptioniste / gastvrouw
Wageningen UR, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: FB-0001-12

TAKE A SEAT AT THE LONGEST
DINNER TABLE IN HOLLAND

Senior HR adviseur

Sharing a meal brings people together! That’s why Coalitie Erbij is
calling on everyone to organize a
meal on Saturday 24 September,
whether individually or as a club.
This can be anywhere: at a sports
club, a student society or out on
the street. The dinner tables will
be linked virtually via www.eenzaam.nl. This initiative is part of
the Week to combat Loneliness.

Functioneel IT applicatie consultant - Vertaal de klantwens en IT
best-practises naar onze IT praktijk

APPLICATIONS VIA WWW.EENZAAM.NL

Tuesday 20 and Thursday 29 September

Wageningen University, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: AFSG-SSB-0003

Wageningen UR, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: FB-0002-8

Wageningen UR, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: FB-0016

2 Postdocs Molecular Phytopathology/Bioinformatics
Wageningen University, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: PSG-FYTO-0008

PhD Molecular Phytopathology/Bioinformatics
Wageningen University, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: PSG-FYTO-0009

Assistant Professor Economics (Tenure Track)
Wageningen University, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: SSG-AEP-0004

Promovendus Gezondheidsbevordering voor communities
Wageningen UR, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: SSG-G&M-0002

Hoofd sectie duurzame ontwikkeling agrosectoren

29 september

SCIENCE CAFÉ ABOUT CLIMATE
CHANGE
There is great skepticism about
measurements and ﬁgures revealing temperature changes and CO2
emissions. The issue of climate
change is complex and controversial: what should we believe, what
will happen and to what extent are
we responsible for these changes?
Speakers: prof. dr. Wilco Hazeleger
(Global Climate division at KNMI)
and dr. Appy Sluijs (Biomarine Sciences at Utrecht University). New
is that you can now subscribe to
the newsletter, via the website.
20 hrs, Loburg Café, Wageningen
WWW.SCIENCECAFEWAGENINGEN.NL

OKTOBERFEST

MÜNCHEN 17Sep-02Okt11
3 Volle dagen Oktoberfest
Vervoer + Verblijf + Fun!

WWW.OKTOBERFESTREIZEN.NL

LEI, Den Haag; vacaturenummer: SSG-LEI-DOA-0002

Hoofd sectie markten & waardeketens
LEI, Den Haag; vacaturenummer: SSG-LEI-M&K-0002

Hoofd sectie milieu, natuur en landschap
LEI, Den Haag; vacaturenummer: SSG-LEI-MNL-0001
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Verkoop:
Jeltes ten Hoor
Wageningen
T: 0317 - 421 225

Timmer & Timmer
Makelaars
T: 0317 - 319 114

Resideren nabij
hartje Wageningen

De modelwoningen bevinden zich aan de Arc 13 en 109.

www.de-arc.nl

ROB8802/1 C

Bezoek de modelwoningen! Iedere 1e en 3e
zaterdag van de maand van 10.30 tot 12.00 uur

-MN=>GM
;HGG>>K C> GN HI GK< G>QM
>G DKBC@  >NKH
<:LA HI C> K>D>GBG@
!: G::K

GK<G>QM GE LMN=>GM
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ILLUSTRATIE: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

‘Blame it on the weatherman’
Starting my studies in February meant my clothing was always the same for several months: a
long-sleeved shirt, a sweater or thick winter coat, and of course long johns underneath it all. Layers on layers. Once spring was in the air, I thought I could remove the layers and wear something
else, but Dutch weather does not make it easy. It changes drastically all the time.

As we know, some girls dress to kill, but wearing such short skirts and shirts in windy, cold spring
weather could really kill me. On the other hand, I didn’t want to wear too many layers on the
warm, sunny days either. Wearing the ‘wrong’ clothes in changeable spring weather depressed my
mood. I wondered why my friends could dress perfectly for the weather: something warm on cold
spring days, or short sleeves on warm days. And then I realized about something called the weather forecast. I didn’t trust any weather forecasts at all. My tropical home country has a narrow range
of temperatures through the year, so I have never worried about what I should wear in any of the
seasons. Now, before I leave my room, I check the forecast on the internet to choose the perfect
clothes for the weather.
Once, my friend and I were not wearing enough warm clothes when we went to Volendam on a
cold and windy spring day. We had checked the forecast before we left. Then I learnt that we
should check the forecast to choose our clothes, but we shouldn’t really trust it. If the forecast was
Vincentia Windiastri, Indonesian MSc student of Plant Biwrong, just sing ‘Blame it on the weatherman’.
otechnology Wageningen University

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.

‘Some girls dress to kill but
wearing short skirts in cold
spring weather could kill me’

