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labour of love

>> OSCAR + KICKFUN
Oscar Bos, marine ecologist Imares Texel.

‘That bag really becomes your opponent’
Taking it all out on a punchbag, in a group and to rousing music.
That just about sums up Kickfun – kicking and punching to you
heart’s content. You do need a bit of technique though, if you
want to stay in one piece. Oscar Bos: ‘You can let off a lot of
steam in a short time. And in between bouts you train other
muscle groups with pushups and abdominal exercises. The real
killer is the burpee in which you jump up from pushups. The
ﬁrst time you do that it knackers you. But the reward comes later
RK / photo: Amber Beckers
when you have energy enough for two.’
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It gave us editors a bit of a giggle to see the photo of two Imares scientists in a
mini-submarine (page 8). It looks just like a scene from The Life Aquatic with
Steve Zissou, in which a tragicomic marine researcher, played by Bill Murray,
hunts down the – equally ﬁctional – jaguar shark that once tore his partner to
pieces. But as so often with ‘comic’ research, there is a serious undertone. In
2010, the islands of Saba, St. Eustatius and Bonaire became special Dutch
municipalities and therefore subject to Dutch legislation. That includes nature
legislation and they even now have a Nature Policy Plan, aimed at protecting
unique nature such as the Saba bank. But how can you protect what you don’t
know? We still know so little about the deep sea, sighed the researchers, less
even than about the surface of Mars. When I was sitting in the cinema later
watching Star Trek, I realized that Hollywood understands what this expedition is
all about: ‘To explore strange new worlds [...] To boldly go where no man (or
woman, see the photo) has gone before.’
Rob Ramaker

>> Student Council donates the ﬁrst tile
for Wageningen’s ‘Walk of Fame’. Page 6

27 June 2013 — RESOURCE
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The government’s decision to
discontinue the product
marketing boards will probably
have signiﬁcant repercussions for
the Plant Sciences Group, it seems
from internal memos. The product
marketing boards sourced about
ten million euros’ worth of
research in 2012 to Plant Research
International and Applied Plant
Research, which jointly make up
the DLO part of the Plant Sciences
Group. The disappearance of the
product marketing boards means
that those orders will be lost in
future years.
The director, Ernst van den
Ende, expects turnover to go down
by four million euros in 2014; the
situation after that is unclear. A
worst-case scenario could lead to

120 fewer jobs in the coming years.
But a great deal is still uncertain.
The work from the product
marketing boards comes partly
through the ‘top sectors’ that the
government helps to ﬁnance. If
private investment by the product
marketing boards goes, will the
contribution from the Ministry of
Economic Affairs evaporate too? ‘It
looks like that will be OK,’ says Van
den Ende, ‘but it’s not certain yet.’
New orders may come in from the
successors to the product
marketing boards, if arable
farmers and market gardeners
decide to invest together in
knowledge development.
Additional governmental cutbacks
to be announced in September
could work out badly for the
sciences group, though. ‘There’s a
great deal of uncertainty,’ says the
director, ‘and the situation
changes every week.’
1(:0$5.(76
Because of that uncertainty, Van
den Ende does not want to an-

nounce a reorganization: there is
simply no way of predicting how
many jobs may have to go. He
would like to resolve the disparity
between market demand and stafﬁng levels ‘on the ﬂy’ through new
markets and more contract acquisition. He also wants to replace as
few as possible of the staff who will
be leaving over the next few years
as part of natural wastage (50
FTEs). In addition, the sciences
group will be saving one million
euros on accommodation costs by
putting more researchers together
in shared ofﬁces.
The Plant Sciences Group’s employees’ council has been asked
for its input. Its chairman Pieter
van de Sanden says that they have
not yet adopted a formal position.
He also sees disadvantages to a formal reorganization, in which the
youngest and newest employees
generally suffer the most. The
board’s alternative is to hold individual interviews with the staff to
improve employability, or to look
for other work. $6

75,$/2)675(1*7+

0,1,675<
ð %XWXQLYHUVLW\JHWVPRUHIURP
WKHJRYHUQPHQW

Wageningen UR’s 2012 annual
report reveals that DLO is getting
less and less government funding
for research. Last year, 43 per
cent of the revenue of 343 million
euros came from the ministry of
Economic Affairs while the share
in 2010 was 48 per cent and ﬁve
years ago it was still more than 50
per cent.
On the other hand, DLO is
getting more revenue from the
market: 155 million euros last
year. The number of assignments
for contract research from the
EU, the private sector and the
provincial authorities all
increased, but here too there was
a reduction in the assignments
from the ministry.
ORION
The university did get more
money from the ministry of
Economic Affairs last year due to
a further increase in the number
of students and doctorates.
Despite an efﬁciency cut by the
ministry, the university still
received 292 million euros,
several millions more than the
previous year. The university also
got more funds for contract
research, a total of 81 million
euros. Both DLO and the
university recorded a proﬁt in
2012, 6 and 5 million euros
respectively. But the Executive
Board expects the university to
make a loss this year because of
additional accommodation costs
(Orion) and a dip in the income
$6
from contract research.

,I\RXDSSUHFLDWHDJRRGVL[SDFNDQGZHOOIRUPHGELFHSVWKHUHZDVSOHQW\WRHQMR\DWWKH6WURQJ0HQ([SHULHQFHRQ
-XQH7KHXQLYHUVLW\éVPRVWPXVFXODUVSHFLPHQVJDWKHUHGRQWKHŊHOGQH[WWRWKHVWDUVKDSHG+RHYHVWHLQŋDWVWR
FDUU\URXQGKHDY\URXQGVWRQHVDQGOLIWWUHHWUXQNV/DVW\HDUéVZLQQHU%LRORJ\VWXGHQW'LHGHULNGH0RHO VHYHQWK
IURPWKHOHIW HPHUJHGRQFHDJDLQDV:DJHQLQJHQ85éVVWURQJHVWPDQ/DVW\HDULWZDVWKH7K\PRVODGLHVZKRRUJDQL
]HGWKHVWURQJHVWPDQFRPSHWLWLRQEXWWKLV\HDUWKHVWURQJPHQGLGLWWKHPVHOYHV3DUWLFLSDQW0DUN5RWKXLV FHQWUH
ZHDULQJEODFNVKRUWV KRSHVWRPDNHLWDQDQQXDOHYHQW /YG1SKRWR6YHQ0HQVFKHO
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The Wageningen Honours Programme: after long discussions it
should now ﬁnally be starting this
year. Other universities have had a
special educational route for out-

standing students for some time,
and now Wageningen UR is introducing its own version: a multidisciplinary programme in which the
emphasis is on students’ ability to
work independently. The accompanying information says the aim
is to provide ‘tomorrow’s leaders’.
The WUR Council is all for the
idea of offering students something extra on top of their standard
degree but it is not so sure about
the approach chosen by the univer-

sity. For example, the Council
wants the admission criteria to put
more emphasis on students’ motivation and less on their academic
achievements. The minimum
average grade should therefore be
reduced from 7.5 to 7.
The Council, which must give
its consent to the plans, also wants
a guarantee that the programme
will not have an adverse effect on
the regular teaching. The Honours
Programme will cost four hundred

thousand euros and the university
wants to fund it using money
obtained from the government in
return for meeting performance
targets. The WUR Council wonders
whether this will be enough and
wants to know where the cash will
come from if the government’s
‘bonus’ turns out to be
insufﬁcient. It is discussing its
concerns with the Executive Board
on 26 June. It will give its ﬁnal
response on 5 July. /YG1

LQEULHI
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Former professor of Rural Extension
Studies Anne van den Ban (86) has
been awarded a Silver Medal. The
Chairman of the Executive Board, Aalt
Dijkhuizen, handed him the medal, the
highest distinction awarded by
Wageningen University. Van den Ban
was the founding father of rural
extension studies and is one of the
university’s major luminaries. His
name has been given to the Anne van
den Ban fund set up by him, which
provides promising students from
developing countries with the ﬁnancial
means to take a Master’s degree in
Wageningen. Van den Ban was
professor of Rural Extension Studies
(1964-1983) and an adviser to UNESCO
on sustainable development. Van den
5.
Ban lives in Wageningen.

The language courses on oﬀer through Wageningen UR have been increased from four to
seventeen languages as a result of its partnership with the Radboud University language centre in Nijmegen. Wageningen’s revamped language centre will be known as Wageningen in’to Languages from now on. Students will need to go to Nijmegen for the extra courses, unless there are suﬃcient
participants for the course to be held in Wageningen. Wageningen and Nijmegen have
actually been collaborating since the start of
the year but the partnership got oﬃcial recognition last week with the formal opening
of the new centre in Forum. Another new option is the IELTS (International English Language Testing System) summer course. The
aim of the course is to bring international
students up to speed with English in a short
period of time (ten days) so that they are
5.
able to follow the Master’s programme.

ǋǋ36*

*HQHWLFPRGLŊFDWLRQ
The Plant Sciences Group wants to play a
more active part in the public debate about
GMOs. In preparation for this, plant
scientists discussed the pros and cons of
genetic modiﬁcation with each other on 18
June. The aim of PSG’s internal debate is to
feed the public debate with scientiﬁc
knowledge. The PSG plans to come up with
an integrated point of view, encompassing
the role of GM plants in food provision,
farming and the environment as well as
property rights relating to GM seeds. There
will be a follow-up to the debate later this
$6
year.

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ
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5HOD\EDWRQ
The Dutch equivalent of ‘All good things come to an end’
is ‘Everything comes to an end’. The English variant has a
somewhat wistful tone while the Dutch expression is
primarily fatalistic. But however you look at it, after three
years and more than 70 articles, the time has come to
hand ‘the column on page ﬁve’ over to someone else.
The period I spent writing this column more or less
coincided with the Bleker era. But even though I was
sorely tempted, I did not conﬁne these brief musings to
gripes about nature policy in the Netherlands. A wide
variety of topics were covered, sometimes with a
Wageningen focus, sometimes taking a look at the wider
world. A work of art on campus could just as easily result
in a column as Drumnadrochit on the north bank of Loch
Ness in Scotland or Robben Island in South Africa. And I
couldn’t resist occasionally drawing connections between
my thoughts and my personal life, the cherry tree in our
garden with its single cherry that was then eaten by wood
pigeons, or my childhood memories of my beloved
jackdaw Sjaak.
After three years, this is my last column for Resource and I
will be passing on the baton to someone else. I wish my
successor the best of luck and I hope their tenure as a
columnist is both pleasurable and successful. He or she
will soon discover what a fascinating community
Wageningen is, providing much food for thought and
reﬂection in the broader context in which it has to
function. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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The market for student accommodation in Wageningen is getting
increasingly difﬁcult. The number
of students looking for a room is
set to grow by more than two
thousand in the next few years. Additional measures are needed to
tackle the shortages on top of the
existing plans for rooms on campus (400), Dolderstraat/Nobelweg
(148), Lawickse Hof (150) and the
administration centre in Duivendaal (179).
7(0325$5<81,76
That is why the municipality, Idealis and the university have agreed
in a joint memorandum to look for
sites and vacant ofﬁces that can be
used to develop permanent student accommodation in short order. The municipality is also prepared in principle to extend the
temporary lease on the Haarweg by
ﬁve years. The ﬁrst permits for the

temporary units are due to expire
in 2014.
Idealis will also be investigating
what maintenance measures are
needed to keep the student accommodation on the Walstraat operational for longer. This means postponement of the plan to replace

these rooms with a new building, a
scenario that would result in even
bigger shortages in the short run.
In the meantime, students are
also taking action to deal with the
lack of rooms. A group of Wageningen students have built a website
that lets students sublet their ac-

commodation for a ﬁxed period. At
http://rentstudentroom.nl , students from various university
towns offer their room for rent
while they are away on an internship. One of the initiators, Liu Jian,
says the site gets two thousand visitors a day. /YG1

:$*(1,1*(1é6:$/.2))$0(
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Bio cup is good for the image
here are two coffee mugs on my desk. Birthday presents. They’ve been co-opted as
storage for pens, business cards and other ofﬁce
items. They’ve never been used for coffee. And
research at Wageningen suggests that is an environmentally sound decision. Having your
own coffee mug is not as environmentally
friendly as everyone seems to think.
The study is actually about the ‘bio cup’ - is
this receptacle (made of polylactic acid) more
or less sustainable than its plastic counterpart
or the paper beaker with a bio-layer? The answer grates: nope, the bio cup is not more sustainable. The disposable beaker makers eagerly twist that message round: plastic beakers are
the most sustainable.
The conclusion from Wageningen is very
much in line with earlier studies. Taking all the
environmental indicators as a whole, plastic
beakers do not actually do badly at all. Never-

T

theless, Wageningen UR wants to introduce
the bio cup because of its image. A green institution that serves coffee in plastic beakers is
clearly a difﬁcult concept to deal with, whatever the facts of the matter may be.
Other interests are playing a part too behind
the scenes. The bio cup for hot drinks was invented in Wageningen and it would be nice if
there was a market for it here, starting with its
own vending machines. And there’s nothing
wrong with that. The bio cup may be no more
sustainable than the plastic one, but it’s no
worse. The Wageningen study into the beakers
did not in fact declare a winner.
Even so, it will be a little while before the
plastic beakers are retired. There are quite a
number of hurdles yet before the bio cups can
be introduced, the key one being that they are
not yet on the market. Processing them is an issue too. According to the study, recycling is the

most sustainable option, but that needs the
cups to be collected separately. An initial test
on the campus failed miserably. The special
collection bins were removed when VIPs came
visiting - those bins, they made it looked so
messy...
Having your own mug does not necessarily
make you an environmental barbarian,
though. They do score more poorly than the
plastic beakers if you wash them too often. But
if you only do that once every ﬁve cups of coffee, the environmental picture becomes more
favourable. Re-use is always better, incidentally
- for the plastic ones too.
Will we be using bio cups soon? Probably
not. There is no manufacturer yet. Moreover,
there are a lot of nitty-gritty aspects to the introduction. What do you do with the waste?
Collecting them neatly is a problem, as the
failed campus trial shows. 5RHORI.OHLV
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Wageningen UR puts more effort
into sustainability than any other
Dutch university. In recognition of
this, it has been awarded the
‘Sustainable Diploma’ by Morgen,
a student lobby group. The
university scored particularly well
in purchasing policy, property and
the commitment of students and
staff. Other categories covered
included water and energy
consumption, waste disposal and
investing in sustainability.
The focus of the survey was on
sustainability policy and
transparency.
Strangely enough, WU ended
up with a very low ranking last
year. The survey then consisted of
a Google search of university
websites. This year, the

BAN ON
EXOTIC
ANIMALS
AS PETS

:DJHQLQJVHZLQGPROHQLQ/HO\VWDGLQ]HQGLQJYDQHHQIRWRZHGVWULMGRYHUGXXU
]DDPKHLGLQVHSWHPEHU

universities were able to complete
a questionnaire themselves and
submit it with supporting
evidence. Also, new topics were
added, such as sustainable food.
Thirteen Dutch academic
universities and thirteen

Satisﬁed?
‘I’m very pleased we’ve developed a method
whereby you can measure the welfare of all kinds
of animals in captivity. The reason for our study
was an EU ruling that states that such lists must
be objective and based on scientiﬁc knowledge.
That has been achieved.’
Why is this method so important?
‘Because there will always be people who keep
exotic mammals, or groups defending animal
welfare, who question such a list. In such cases
it’s good for legislators and courts to have objectively determined criteria.’

:KR"Paul Koene,
ethologist at
Livestock Research
:KDW" Initiator of
the ‘positive list’
for pets
:K\" Last week,
state secretary
Dijksma presented
a list specifying
which exotic animals we are allowed to keep as pets
and which not.

universities of applied science
took part in the survey. Fifteen
institutions got an honourable
mention while the remaining
eleven did not get sufﬁcient points
and therefore ‘failed the exam’,
according to Morgen. 55+23

3266,%,/,7<2)
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Wageningen UR wants to set up a
technological institute, in partnership with the Delft University of
Technology and MIT in Boston, to
develop solutions for the problems
cities around the world are facing.
The three institutions have put in a
bid in a competition set up by the
municipality of Amsterdam, which
has 50 million euros available for a
new institute.
Wageningen UR and Delft form
the core of the institute, which has
the working title of the Amsterdam
Institute of Advanced Metropolitan
Solutions. MIT will contribute expertise through its Sensible Cities
Lab and companies such as Shell
and Cisco are also interested. $6

Q827(
“Wageningen University has researched whether camels are
suitable as ‘pets’. I ʔ science.”
Journalist Bas Paternotte (Thepostonline, GeenStijl, Parool) is surprised by the scope of Wageningen’s research. Personally, he’d rather
have a camel ‘for the journey to work’.

.,72

Is the worst behind us?
‘That depends on how the policy is implemented.
First there will need to be a transitional arrangement for the wild animals currently being kept.
Then the government will have to enforce the ban
on mammals that can no longer be kept. I’m not
sure how they plan to do that exactly.’
There was lots of news coverage of the positive
list; did you speak to the media?
‘Hardly at all. I was at a conference in Brussels on
wild animals in captivity when the list was presented. It was difﬁcult to get hold of me. I only
spoke to TV Gelderland but colleagues of mine
spoke to more journalists.’ $6
27 juni 2013 — RESOURCE
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What is it like to explore the deep
sea around Bonaire in a tiny
submarine? Cramped, at any rate.
‘You mustn’t suffer from claustrophobia,’ notes Lisa Becking dryly.
‘And you certainly mustn’t start
thinking “What if something goes
wrong now?”’ Oh yes, and a good
bladder helps because you can’t go
to the toilet for six hours. But the
main feeling is one of wow!
The introduction of the Special
Island Status for the Caribbean
islands of Bonaire, St. Eustatius en
Saba at the end of 2010 gave the
Netherlands a lot of interesting
additional nature, not just on the
islands but - in particular - in the
surrounding sea. ‘A huge area,
bigger than the Dutch part of the
North Sea,’ estimates collegue Erik

/HIW/LWWOH&XUD©DROLYHVXSWRLWVQDPH5LJKW(ULN0HHVWHUVDQG/LVD%HFNLQJRQWKHLUè$SROORPLVVLRQé

Meesters. ‘With depths of up to
4000 metres, with nature of great
value, the Saba bank and
enormous biodiversity.’
These valuable possessions
incur obligations. The ﬁrst Nature
Policy Plan for the Caribbean
Netherlands has just been issued.
But we really know nothing about
the state of the natural resources
of the Dutch overseas territories.
‘The biodiversity is largely

/LWWOHLV
NQRZQ
DERXWWKH
ELRGLYHUVLW\RIWKH
&DULEEHDQ
1HWKHUODQGV

unknown. We don’t even have any
good sea-bed maps. This was a
preliminary study,’ says Meesters,
explaining the goal of the
expedition ordered by the Ministry
of Economic Affairs.
$32//20,66,21
The expedition explored the sea
bed off the south-west coast of
Bonaire. Becking: ‘We started at a
depth of two metres and followed
the reef downwards. We eventually
reached a depth of 250 metres
about one kilometre from the
coast.’ Cameras were used to ﬁlm
everything and dozens of specimens were collected using two
huge gripper arms and a chisel. ‘A
kind of DIY chisel attached to the
front of the submarine. The most
useful tool on board,’ laughs
Meesters. ‘The pilot manoeuvres
the submarine to the exact spot
you are interested in, then
accelerates. The submarine

25*$1,&&2))((",760(//6',))(5(17
ð 5LNLOWGHWHUPLQHVFRŉHHéV
èŊQJHUSULQWé
ð &OHDUGLŉHUHQFHEHWZHHQ
RUJDQLFDQGQRUPDOFRŉHH

Rikilt has developed a laboratory
test that clearly differentiates
between organic coffee and the
normal types. This test will enable
fraud concerning food to be

exposed reliably. Researchers were
able to collect evidence by letting a
machine ‘smell’ the coffee aroma,
according to a paper in the journal
Food Research International. The
coffee test correctly identiﬁed 98
percent of the coffee samples as
normal or organic.
The researchers extracted the
air from a bottle containing half a
gram of coffee. A so-called mass
spectrometer determined exactly

which aromas were present. Coffee
can release about 900 different
aromas and each of these has its
own proﬁle, which can be likened
to a ﬁnger print. It turned out that
it is easy to distinguish between
organic coffee and normal coffee
in this way. The differences arise
because organic coffee is
cultivated differently, without
pesticides and with natural
manure. RR

becomes a kind of expensive
hammer.’
That’s right, the pilot. Because
you don’t just get given a
submarine. The researchers are
merely passengers accompanying
a crew of two. Hence the cramped
conditions. Meesters: ‘And we are
in permanent contact with the
boat following us. Evacuation
information. Sometimes you feel
you are on an Apollo mission. You
hear them say “No leaks, no leaks”.
Which is ridiculous! There is
moisture on the walls and you feel
the drops on your neck. The
condensation from your own
breath.’
',6785%('6<67(0
The data and specimens that were
collected are now being examined
by taxonomists at Naturalis. The
expedition has already discovered
at least one new shrimp and two
new species of ﬁsh. And there is
more to come. They also came
across enormous ﬁelds past the
reefs. ‘Red cyanobacterial mats,’
thinks Meesters. ‘Finding them in
coral reefs usually indicates a
disturbed system,’ explains
Becking. ‘But it’s not yet clear what
the function is here. We need to
investigate further.’
There are already plans for
more expeditions. ‘Deﬁnitely.
We’ve only seen a tiny part of
Bonaire. The sea bed off the northwest of the island is much steeper
and probably even more
interesting. And there are more
islands to be explored.’ RK
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It has been standard practice in the
poultry sector for many years to trim
the beaks of chickens to prevent them
from pecking one another to death.
But debeaking is undesirable from the
point of view of animal welfare, says
state secretary Dijksma. Therefore, she
has recently proposed a ban, to be
implemented in 2018. By then,
scientists should have ﬁgured out how
to get chickens to live together
peacefully, for example by adjusting
housing conditions or using another
management system. But the politician
also points to research aimed at
breeding a ‘peace-loving chicken’.
Breeding researcher Piter Bijma is
asked to comment on whether
Dijksma’s expectations are realistic.
Are you managing to breed a docile
chicken using selection techniques?
‘We are certainly making progress.
When we began our experiment, there
was a 30 per cent dropout rate due to
mortality. This rate went down to 15
per cent in the fourth generation in the
Netherlands. This is an improvement
of 3 to 4 per cent for each generation.
However, there are ‘diminishing
returns’. As mortality goes down,

further improvement becomes more
difﬁcult to achieve.’
Does this mean a peace-loving chicken
(with intact beak) is feasible?
‘Not immediately. We are working
with a pure breeding line. Farmers with
laying hens always work with
commercial crossings which, at most,
use our line as one part. To transfer the
characteristics of our chicken breeds to
the cross-breeds would take several
more years. Housing can also affect the
result. Our chickens are kept in a
Canadian battery system while the
chickens in the Netherlands are
currently being kept in large ﬂocks. The
death rate there can go up further.’
Are peace-loving chickens also good
production animals?
‘We have discovered a slight link
between cannibalism and egg
production: the sociable chickens start
laying eggs a little later. This research is
still going on, so we cannot provide
deﬁnite ﬁgures yet.’
Is Dijksma’s conﬁdence that a solution
will be found in 2018 well-placed?
‘Our conclusion is that breeding
techniques can clearly reduce
cannibalism. But we cannot bring the
mortality rate down to zero with
breeding solutions alone. Innovations
in other areas, such as housing, are just
as important.’ AS
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What do you think of the fact that the ruling has put an end to
gene patents?
‘I’m pleased common sense has ﬁnally prevailed, but it took
a long time. Especially given that Myriad’s patents expire in
2015. Fortunately this precedent will have a wider impact. It
means an end to the isolation doctrine - the idea that isolating a piece of DNA is the equivalent of an invention. As one
judge said, that’s a typical lawyer’s trick.’
Even so, the back door is wide open. You can still apply for
patents for cDNA, a ‘printout’ of the coding DNA sections
created in the lab.
‘I would have liked to see a more radical judgement that rejected this kind of patent as well. While it is true that superﬂuous information has been removed from the cDNA, what
remains was in the original DNA as well.’
Will biotech companies be seriously affected by this?
‘That’s difﬁcult to say at this point. Companies warned beforehand that it would lead to the collapse of the industry but
the response now is already more muted. You saw that uncertainty reﬂected in Myriad’s share prices, which ﬂuctuated
wildly after the ruling.’
Will this judgement have an impact on us in Europe?
‘That’s a good question. In the EU we currently have a ridiculous regulation on biotech inventions dating from 1998. It
says explicitly that genes can be patented even if they are
identical to genes found in nature. It was introduced originally so that we wouldn’t lag behind the US.’
Will this ruling have any consequences for the man in the street?
‘Women in the US with an increased risk of breast or ovarian
cancer will beneﬁt. Genetic tests will become cheaper and
will be available from more companies now that Myriad no
longer has a monopoly.’ RR

3 52326,7,21
‘Constant fungi renaming by taxonomists causes
confusion, while Carl Linnaeus introduced their
profession to avoid that.’
Pieter Christiaan Biemond, obtained his PhD on 12 June in
Wageningen.
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Almost all chickens in the
Netherlands are infected, as are
many other farm animals. And ﬁve
to ten per cent of Dutch people
carry bacteria that produce ESBLs.
These bacteria can now be found
in vegetables, in wild migratory
birds and in surface water. The
problem is that some bacteria can
produce Extended-Spectrum BetaLactamases (ESBLs), a group of
enzymes that break down
antibiotics. If a patient gets an
ESBL-producing bacterium in the
bloodstream, it becomes difﬁcult and in some cases impossible - to
ﬁght infections.
That is why more research is
needed on the bacteria that make
ESBLs. The Central Veterinary
Institute (CVI) will soon be starting
a large-scale project to conduct a
detailed survey of the spread of
these bacteria. ‘Preventing such
bacteria is much more of a
problem than the media are
suggesting,’ says CVI research
manager Dik Mevius. ‘They mainly
link it to meat but infected
chickens are just a part of the
problem. Our ecosystem is
thoroughly contaminated.’
Is intensive livestock farming the
source of the problem?
‘ESBLs have resulted from the
use of antibiotics in both humans
and animals. Antibiotics create the
selection pressure. Intensive
livestock farming certainly plays a
part here. But then ESBL-producing bacteria are spread around
the world via the complex trade
routes for animals and the travel
patterns of humans. We don’t
know how exactly. ESBL bacteria
are no longer conﬁned to places
where antibiotics are used. Orga-

'LN0HYLXV

nic livestock farms, which use
hardly any antibiotics, also have
ESBL-producing bacteria now.’
So reducing antibiotics use will no
longer solve the problem?
‘The use of antibiotics in Dutch
livestock farming has halved in
only a few years, a fantastic
achievement. That really does help
because you need to eradicate the
breeding grounds for new strains
of ESBL bacteria. But you will only
see an effect in the long term
because ESBL bacteria are now

:,'(9$5,(7<
More than one thousand diﬀerent strains of ESBL bacteria
have been found but the vast
majority only turn up occasionally. There are ESBL bacteria
that mainly occur in farm animals while other variants are
primarily found in people. Only
a few are found in both humans
and animals.

widespread in livestock farming
and the environment. We need to
decide what level of infection
should be our target, given that a
level of zero is no longer feasible.
And where do we need to intervene
to prevent the spread of ESBL
bacteria?’
How do you do that?
‘We will be investigating that
now in our follow-up study. We will
be performing a lot of measurements in places where ESBLs are
found, we will be describing the
bacterial strains and we will be developing models that describe how
they spread from farms via abbatoirs to supermarkets. We hope
this will show us where we need to
intervene to reduce the spread of
ESBLs. We are doing this in partnership with Utrecht University,
the GD Animal Health Service, the
National Institute for Public
Health and the Environment and
the private sector.’
The Agri&Food top sector is providing four million euros for the
research. AS
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Mushrooms are easily affected by
bruising. You can see that when
mushrooms are packed too tightly
in one of those blue containers:
they turn brown, which consumers
don’t like. That is one reason why
Dutch mushroom producers have
to pick their mushrooms carefully
by hand, one by one. Picking
robots are supposed to be the
solution but they currently cause
too much damage to the
mushrooms. That is why there is a
need for a robust mushroom that
can withstand bruising.
PhD student Amrah Weijn
discovered that the susceptibility
to bruising is partly genetic. She
tested 50 different mushroom
varieties, including wild varieties.
She used a ‘bruise test’ she had
developed herself to determine
which varieties were best able to
withstand bruising. Then she
compared the DNA of the
susceptible varieties with that of
the robust varieties to ﬁnd the
genes that affect susceptibility.
She also examined the
mushroom’s metabolism to see
which compounds cause the
brown colour. She found two
aromatic compounds that are
converted into melanin, the
substance that causes the discoloration, by an enzyme. The two
building blocks for melanin, GHB
and GDHB, can now serve as
markers – the less of these compounds there is, the less the risk of
discoloration. This new knowledge
has already been used by mushroom companies in crossbreeding
experiments. Amrah Weijn
obtained her doctorate on 14 June;
her supervisor was Harry Wichers,
professor of Immune Modulation
by Food. AS
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*RWVRPHWKLQJWRVD\WRR"Email your views to resource@wur.nl

678'(176,17+(&/$665220
The holidays are nearly here and our columnist Vita is
struck by how time ﬂies. Only one more year to go and
she will have ﬁnished her degree. Time to count your
blessings.

1271(&(66$5,/<1(&(66$5,//< %(77(5
Bio cups are not necessarily more environmentally
friendly than disposable cups, was the conclusion from
a life-cycle analysis. But WUR still plans to switch eventually to bio cups in order to encourage Wageningen innovation.
*Language purist 3HHW5 gets the discussion going.
Irritated by the fact that the Dutch word sowieso is
written as sowiezo, he pastes a webpage from the
Dutch language site Onze Taal in the comments
section: ‘Only sowieso is correct. This word, which
means ‘even so, in any case’, was apparently ﬁrst
being used in Dutch in the 1950s. It is borrowed from
*HUPDQé,URQLFDOO\WKHODQJXDJHVLWHQRWHVWKDWWKH
word is often spelt wrong. The spelling detective gets
a compliment from Resource editor 5RE*RRVVHQV and
the error is put right/rite.

+$9($*5($7+2/,'$<
The academic year is coming to a close. The past 21 issues of this page have seen all sorts of things: Greek
fury, debates about matters of substance plus baiting
and teasing.
After 21 Resources, we are stopping to take a summer
break. There will be no new numbers for the next
six weeks, although the website will be
active for a little longer, until mid-July.
We will be recharging our batteries and
enjoying the sun but we will be back
after the summer with more science,
student bulletins, background
articles and WUR news. Have a
great holiday and see you then.
The editors

ESTHER BROUWER

Resource editor 5RE5DPDNHU is struck by another
aspect of her story: ‘School year, class, lessons,
classmates, school projects... is that how Master’s
students talk these days?’ This is grist to the mill for
-+, who immediately goes into ironic mode. ‘I think
the language students/schoolchildren use reﬂects the
level of education,’ he says, ‘but I don’t think you
should be so negative; that only spoils the
atmosphere.’ Other commentators note that many
students who transfer from an applied university
(HBO) don’t switch to using the academic university
terminology. ‘I thought we had agreed that here in
Wageningen we’re not like those “nerds” at
universities in the rest of the country,’ says 05. ‘So in
Wageningen we’re not snobbish, we’re really down to
earth. If you’re going to school here, deal with it!’ Our
columnist 9LWD ﬁnds the aggressive reactions
somewhat overdone. ‘OK, I didn’t use the right
terminology for an academic university in this blog
but I was referring to my entire time as a student,
both at the HBO and this university.’ It surprises her
how touchy university people get when you use the
word ‘school’. 6DQGHU suggests this may be because it
doesn’t match the perceptions of the
commentators, which makes them
feel uncomfortable. 9LWD ﬁnds that a
nice explanation. ‘It’s still a funny
discussion,’ she concludes, ‘I’d never
really thought about it before.’ Not
everyone is that mild. Funny, sneers
*UDSSLJ", ‘It’s basically a ‘think you
are better than the rest’ attitude that
makes some people go to any length
to let the rest of the world know that

as ‘students’ they are totally diﬀerent (i.e. better)
compared with those (HBO) ‘schoolchildren’.’
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Strategic Plan 2011-2014 | Wageningen UR

Implementation on track
The Strategic Plan 2011-2014 sketches the immediate future of Wageningen UR and our ambitions
IRUWKDWSHULRG,QFRPELQDWLRQZLWKWKHDQQXDOSULRULW\DUHDVWKH¿YHNH\SRLQWVRIWKH6WUDWHJLF
3ODQIRUPDVWURQJEDVLVIRUPRYLQJIRUZDUGVVWHSE\VWHS7KH¿YHNH\SRLQWVFRQWDLQWKHDPELWLRQV
IRUHYHU\RQHWRJHWWKHEHVWRXWRIWKHPVHOYHVDQGVRJHWXVFORVHUWRRXUPLVVLRQµWRH[SORUHWKH
SRWHQWLDORIQDWXUHWRLPSURYHWKHTXDOLW\RIOLIH¶

Best practices 2011-2012

Key points of the Strategic Plan 2011-2014

More turnover from the
market (DLO)

Improving the market
position of research
institutes

Tineke Tromp
Coordination

'This priority area contributes to the
objective of growing in the research
market; from 85 million in 2010 to 135
million in 2014. In 2012, we saw a rising
trend but we also saw that our best
strategy is to build on existing successes
and customers. It is worth noting that 80%
of our turnover comes from 5% of our
current clients. In 2013 we will continue
to target repeat orders and customer
satisfaction.’

Priority areas 2013
1

Distance Learning
Harry Gruppen
Priority Area Leader

‘Distance Learning offers opportunities
to reach new target groups. In 2011, our
working group compared various options
for Distance Learning. Based on our
recommendations, the Executive Board
has decided on a five-year pilot for the
development and implementation of two
MSc Distance Learning programmes, drawing up a plan for other study programmes
and setting up a support structure.’

Joint investment in
research themes

2

Joint investment in research themes
±&RPSOH[DGDSWLYHV\VWHPV_Bas Kemp, Tim Verwaart
±%LRUHILQHU\_Andries Koops, Rene Wijffels
±6XVWDLQDEOHIRRGSURGXFWLRQ_Martin van Ittersum,
Theun Vellinga
±,QIRUPDWLRQEHKDYLRXUDQGJRYHUQDQFH_Katrien Termeer,
Paul Opdam
±6HDDQGFRDVWDO]RQHV_Tinka Murk
±6\VWHPVELRORJ\_Vitor Martins dos Santos,
Jaap Molenaar
±&XVWRPLVHGQXWULWLRQ_Marchel Gorsselink, Wouter Hendriks
Increased turnover from the market for the
DLO institutions
±6WUHQJWKHQDQGJURZWXUQRYHUIURPEHVWSUDFWLFHV
±,PSURYHGFXVWRPHUIRFXV FXOWXUHNQRZLQJFXVWRPHUV 
Managing Directors, coordination Tineke Tromp
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‘The Strategic Plan is the
signpost; priority areas make
sure it is actually implemented'
([HFXWLYH%RDUG
left to right: Martin Kropff, Aalt Dijkhuizen, Tijs Breukink

Top quality in research
and education

3
4
5
6

Internationalisation and
regionalisation

Further development of
Wageningen Campus
Peter Booman
Innovation in participational structure
Ernst van den Ende
Better system for measuring
teaching quality
Tiny van Boekel
0HHWLQJ:8SUR¿OLQJDQGSHUIRUPDQFH
agreements
– Meeting WU profiling and performance
DJUHHPHQWV_Johan van Arendonk
±,PSURYLQJVWXG\VXFFHVV_
Tiny van Boekel

7
8
9

‘The Strategic Plan is the signpost;
the priority areas make sure it
doesn’t remain just a plan but is
actually implemented. In this way,
we are working on worldwide issues
within our domain of “healthy
food and living environment” and
strengthening our organisation.
We are well on track with the
implementation of the Strategic
Plan 2011-2014. The most important
area of concern at the moment is
increasing turnover from the market
for our institutes.’

Improving the
organisation and
operational management

Clarifying the position of DLO research
and institutes
Raoul Bino
Strengthening position in the international
market and in contract research
Managing Directors
Further development of Shared Service
Centres within Wageningen UR
±$QHZ66&IRUWKHILQDQFLDOSURFHVVHV_
Bas Wessels
±5HSRVLWLRQLQJ66&&RPPXQLFDWLRQ6HUYLFHV_
Marc Lamers W

,I\RXZRXOGOLNHWR¿QGRXWPRUHDERXWWKH
6WUDWHJLF3ODQDQGWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKHFXUUHQWSULRULW\
DUHDVJRWRZZZLQWUDQHWZXUQOVWUDWHJ\

27 June 2013 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



14 >>

Holiday!
Not everyone on the editorial team
enjoyed the luxury of going on holiday when
they were little, but those who did get hauled oﬀ to
a campsite in the South of France every summer have
nostalgic memories of sitting in the back of the car and
arguing about their brother/sister sitting on ‘my half’ or
playing their Walkman too loudly. But the best memories of
all were the holiday activity book: a thick book packed full of
crosswords, comic strips, stories, spot-the-diﬀerence pictures
and brain-teasers. It would absorb us for hours. So the Resource
editors have come up with their own holiday activity book, ﬁlled
with teasers, spot-the-diﬀerence pictures and puzzles. But at a
level suitably challenging for students and academics.
So forget those smartphones and iPads and go for
some old-world holiday entertainment instead.
The Resource editorial team wishes you a
fantastic holiday. We will be back on
15 August with a brand-new
issue of Resource.

June 20132009
RESOURCE — 27 augustus

(5(6SLQGG



achtergrond << 15

READING MATERIAL
What books do you recommend as a holiday read?
text: Rob Ramaker, Albert Sikkema, Roelof Kleis

Marco Mensink – Assistant
professor in Human Nutrition
AT SEA – TOINE HEIJMANS

‘A father takes his sevenyear-old daughter with him
on a two-day sailing trip
from northern Denmark to
the Netherlands. Then the
daughter disappears and
the father is left alone:
where is his daughter? It struck a chord with me
because it expresses the universal feelings and
anxiety a parent has for their child. And also
because I read it on holiday in Scandinavia with
two daughters about to turn ﬁve and seven.’
Jasmijn Appels – Student
Council member for VeSte
AND YOU SEE SOMETHING
OF THE WORLD - RENSKE DE
GREEF

‘Guusje and Anouk, two
friends, want to do something different after ﬁnishing school. Their plan
changes when Guusje says
she is going to Tanzania to do voluntary work.
She persuades Anouk to go too and they leave for
Africa, naive, unprepared and full of expectations. Once in Tanzania, everything is different to
what they expected. The book is light-hearted
but deals with serious subjects.’
Arnold Bregt - Professor of
Geo-information Science and
Remote Sensing
THE MAP AND THE TERRITORY - MICHEL HOUELLEBECQ

‘A wonderfully constructed
novel. It centres on the life
of Jed Martin, a reclusive
artist who suddenly becomes famous from taking photos of Michelin
maps on location. The author elaborates masterfully on this simple theme. It’s riveting, it has
a subtle autobiographical slant and it makes you
think about the big questions in life.’

Yvonne Fernhout - LEI
spokeswoman in The Hague.
THE SECRET HISTORY - DONNA TARTT

‘My all-time favourite book.
She manages to subtly
maintain the tension and
really draw you into the
story. It’s true that a murder gets committed but the
book is mainly about how a group of talented,
arrogant students overestimate themselves and
ruin their lives.’
Mardik Leopold - Imares
marine biologist on Texel
SALMON FISHING IN THE
YEMEN - PAUL TORDAY

‘A good friend - a ﬁsheries
biologist - recommended it
to me. I’ve rarely read a
holiday book that is so relevant for WUR people. The novel concerns an
impossible assignment: a rich sheik wants to be
able to ﬁsh for salmon at home. The problem
is that he lives in a desert, but money is no
object. The salmon expert thinks it’s a ridiculous assignment but his boss obviously has
other ideas.’
Martijn Duineveld –
Assistant professor in Cultural Geography
EUPHORIA - CHRISTIAAN
WEIJTS

‘Euphoria describes the
world of Dutch spatial planning with its architects and
planning ofﬁcers. It takes
place at a time when the economy was booming
and shows how architects were able to sell their
plans with their smart talk. Of course it appeals
to me because it deals with culture and political
geography. But it’s also an enthralling story and
a well-constructed book. And it gives a good
impression of the nineties, when I was at secondary school.’

Jeannette Leenders – Communications consultant at Rikilt
SUTTON - J.R. MOEHRINGER

‘A picaresque novel based
on the life of the bank robber Willie Sutton. He only
gave one interview when he
was released in 1969. Strangely enough, that produced
a superﬁcial article with
hardly any revelations. Moehringer thinks there’s more to the story and gives his ﬁctional
account.’
Dick Mevius – DLO researcher at the CVI in Lelystad
THE ISLAND AT THE CENTRE
OF THE WORLD – RUSSELL
SHORTO

‘This book deals with the
origins of New York, in particular the Dutch inﬂuence
on the American state system - a forgotten piece of history. Shorto describes in detail the huge impact progressive thinkers
had, such as the lawyer Adriaen van den Donck.
He was an early champion of the right to selfgovernance. Appropriately for those tumultuous
times, he was eventually murdered by Indians.’
Cor van der Weele - Professor holding an endowed
chair in Humanist Philosophy
POCKET ATLAS OF REMOTE
ISLANDS. FIFTY ISLANDS
I HAVE NOT VISITED AND
NEVER WILL - JUDITH SCHALANSKY

‘Down-to-earth
information as a source of enchantment. This little book
about remote islands dedicates four pages to
each island: one with names, distances and
dates, one with a map and two with stories that
took place on the island. It’s all true, which may
be why it’s so poetic. “Anyone who opens an
atlas wants everything at once, without limits the whole world.”’
27 June 2013 — RESOURCE
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Who is who?
In Wageningen
That networking is the key to success is the creed of the 21st
century. So how good are your networking skills? Do you
know very many of your fellow students? How quickly can
you track someone down when you need them? Take the
network test now.
On these pages you see a random selection of 50 Wageningen students (international students with red number). We
want their ﬁrst names. Know a fair number of them? Email
the numbers with the corresponding names to the editors at
eindredactie.resource@wur.nl. The entrant with the most
correct names wins two tickets for the Solar Weekend
Festival (worth 49 euros each) during the ﬁrst weekend of
August*. RG

1

6

* The tickets are for Saturday 3 August at the Solar Weekend Festival.

2

7

12

13

If several entrants get the highest score, the winner will be picked out
of a hat.

17

23

24

30

37

25

31

38

44

18

26

32

39

45

40

47
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42

48

11

16

28

41

47

10

20

33

5

36

43

49
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Puzzles
The Apple

Bonus

An apple grower has plucked 12 identical
apples from his perfect apple tree. Just one
of the fruits deviates from the standard
weight. The grower wants to test the intelligence of a student doing internships with
him. He gives her scales which she may use
no more than three times. Then she has to
say which apple deviates from the norm and
whether it is heavier or lighter than the
others. How should the student go about it?

One afternoon a ﬁnancially challenged Tijs
Breukink comes into the Forum canteen.
The 144 customers present are told they
will be locked up in separate rooms and
interrogated one by one in a room with an
on-oﬀ switch. They can only communicate
with each other by switching the light on or
oﬀ. To start with the light is out. There is no
ﬁxed order to the interrogation, no
standard time lapse between the interroga-

tions, and the same prisoner could well be
interrogated several times in a row. Their
options are: to do nothing, to switch the
lamp oﬀ, to switch it on, or to declare that
everyone has now been interrogated. If
they are right about that, they all get a
bonus. If they are wrong, they all get the
sack. Is there a way for them to come up
with a strategy with which they can all get
that bonus?

Spot the ten diﬀerences

June 20132009
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The Kropﬀ test
Rector Magniﬁcus Martin Kropﬀ has a
research grant of half a million euros
to allocate. He has a good candidate
but wants to put her through one last
test. The candidate has to choose
between three envelopes. Two of
them contain vouchers for a crash
course in probability theory. The third
contains the grant. The candidate
picks an envelope. Before she has
opened it, Kropﬀ picks one of the
remaining envelopes at random and
opens it. Luckily for the candidate, it
contains a crash course. Kropﬀ now
oﬀers her the chance to swap her still
unopened envelope for the third one.
And she must defend her choice with
one of the following arguments:

A. My chances of picking the grant were 1/3.
If I swap they go up to ½. So I’ll swap.
B. My chances of picking the crash course
were 2/3. Now they have gone down to ½.
That’s no better so I won’t swap.
C. This is the famous Monty Hall problem. I
know you should always swap in this sort of
situation. So I’ll swap.
D. My chances of picking the grant were 1/3
and still are. So why would I swap? I won’t
swap.
The candidate thinks for a moment and does
as she was asked. Then she opens the envelope she has chosen. Shit! The crash course.
When Kropﬀ asks for her argument, he smiles
approvingly and gives her the grant after all.
Which argument did the candidate give:
A,B,C, or D?

Practise your Dutch during the summer
Want to practise your useful local words? This puzzle is just
the thing for you. The descriptions are in English, the solutions in Dutch. If you can’t solve it alone, ask any Dutchy for
help. Or Google Translate.
Fill in the numbers at the bottom to ﬁnd the solution. Send it
to hokjes@wur.nl to earn eternal glory.
Good luck!

Horizontal

Japanese puzzle
How does it work? The aim of this puzzle is to ﬁnd out
which squares you need to shade in to reveal the picture,
in this case a shape that stands for Wageningen UR. The
numbers given for the columns and rows stand for
unbroken rows of
1
shaded squares. So
1
2 2
1
4
4
1
5
2
a 7 means a row of
3 19 5 5 3 5 1 2
4 2 19 13
1 7 1 16 4 5 2 6 26 39 32 2626262626 6 3 6 4
7 shaded squares
11
1
somewhere in that
11
1
1
column or row. A
1
1
1
1
list with 7,3,5
11
means the column 1 1 1
211
or row contains
311
111
three series of 7, 3 1 2 1
121
and 5 shaded
111
212
squares
322
212
respectively, in
212
2
22
that order and
222
3
2
2
separated by at
222
222
least one blank
223
283
square.
2 12

cross word puzzle

1 Wee jokes 4 Wooden shoe that tourists wear 9 not out
10 Festive Russian mountain chain 11 A stripey kind of
horse 12 For a short while 14 Alright 15 You
16 Egyptian sun god 17 Car 20 With 27 horizontal = I am
22 Date 26 Confused: in de ... 28 Greek praise poem
30 With 20 horizontal = I am 32 The sharp way to pay in a
shop 33 Hi 35 Saint (abbreviation) 36 A place to pitch your
tent 37 And

Alterra
Move two chromosomes so
that the wild boar faces in
the opposite direction.

Vertical
1 Healthy 2 ... Heijn 3 Egg 4 A common one is the Frisian
5 The glass in a microscope 6 Olympic record (abbreviation)
7 Mother 8 What you use your agenda for 12 European
championship (abbreviation) 15 positive response
18 Faucet for draught beer 19 latest star in the campus
ﬁrmament 20 Receipt 21 Noble 23 Eight 25 Musical note
31 Come 34 Special care unit (abbreviation)

Solution
24 - 30 - 18 - 3 - 16 - 26 - 17 - 23 - 27 - 22 - 29 - 38

3 12
3 11

14
To solve the puzzle
14
12
you have to elimi11
nate possibilities.
9
8
Start with a high
8
8
number and ﬁll in
8
8
the squares you can,
8
8
noting which
8
8
squares are deﬁnitely
8
8
going to stay blank.
13
16
Look alternately at
13 2
2 13
the rows and the
16
14
columns.

Imares
Move three chromosomes
so that the ﬁsh swims in
the opposite direction.
Then move two more to
make it swim up or down.
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BRAIN BAGGAGE
Challenging
issues to ponder
at leisure
Nice brain teasers to keep you busy at the beach or
while hiking in the mountains, or touring on your bike.
Resource asked a number of staﬀ what their Big
Question is - an issue relating to their area of expertise
for which they haven’t got an answer yet.

text: Albert Sikkema

Han Lindeboom, endoument professor of Marine
Ecology
‘The Dutch Nobel laureate Paul Crutzen has
claimed that we are living in the Anthropocene
epoch. There isn’t a place on earth you won’t ﬁnd
some evidence of human inﬂuence and many global systems are now inﬂuenced or even dominated by humans. Researchers such as Marten
Scheffer and Terry Hughes have taught us a lot
about tipping points, where a certain limit is
reached and you tip over into a completely different system. That principle applies to the climate
and CO2. Perhaps we’ve already reached, or will
be unable to avoid reaching, such a tipping point
with CO2. In any case, it’s clear that the rapidly
growing world population is the root of the problem. Why don’t we try to stop that growth by
limiting people to one child per person (two for a
couple) and accepting that as the norm?’

Harry Wichers, professor of Immunomodulation by
food
‘I am rather amazed by the energy policy in our country. Although I’m a climate change sceptic, I believe an
alternative energy policy is highly desirable for other
reasons besides the climate, if only to increase our
independence from dubious regimes in the MiddleEast or highly unpleasant pseudo-Tsars. It amazes me
that we seem unable to come to a clear decision on
which type of alternative energy is most suited to our
situation. Why are our efforts divided and why are we
lagging behind the rest of Europe? Might that be
because Shell determines energy policy here?’

Prem Bindraban, former director of the world data centre for soils ISRIC, just
started as director of the Virtual Fertilizer Research Centre in Washington
‘Nutrients from (artiﬁcial) fertilizers are going to be essential if we are to produce enough food to feed 7, and soon 9, billion people. We’re going to need
innovative solutions and approaches to fertilizer if we are to reach food and
environmental targets. Fertilizers are mined (phosphate, potassium) or produced in factories (nitrogen) and subsequently added to the soil. This process
means that right off the bat 30 to 70 percent of the fertilizer doesn’t beneﬁt the
plants and goes to waste. After they’ve been consumed by humans and animals,
the fertilizer in plants end up in the environment as well. But the only place we
want the fertilizer to be is in the plant! Why do the nutrients from the fertilizers
have to be absorbed through the roots? If the nutrients are only assimilated into
the biochemical process when they reach the leaves, can’t we have the leaves
absorb some of them directly? Or attach a drip to the trunk of a (fruit) tree? Or,
if it does have to go through the roots, which properties of the plants or soil
organisms in question can increase the efﬁciency with which fertilizer is absorbed? A lot of attention has been paid to reclaiming fertilizer, and rightly so.
Couldn’t we try to capture nitrogen from the air and apply it precisely and
directly where it’s needed?’

Herman Eijsackers, chairman of the Scientiﬁc Advisory Board
for Wageningen UR
‘The most challenging issue as far as I’m concerned is how
to carry out science for impact without being accused of getting
into bed with big industry. It’s remarkable that the universities
of Delft, Eindhoven, and Twente are able to work together with
the industrial sector at least as intensively as we do without getting embroiled in the same kind of public debates. Perhaps
that’s because the research we do in Wageningen impacts people more personally, through their food, environment, and
general well-being. That’s why I believe Wagneningen needs to
ﬁnd a way to work together with citizens as well as industry and
policy makers. But how do you do that?’
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THE NINTH
SHORT STORY

by Ine de Vries

9

th June, 13:12. Laura ran into Orion. She had just eaten
in the Restaurant of the Future with a few friends. The
food was tasty, but she had tried to eat too much too fast
and the soup had nearly burnt the roof of her mouth.
She stopped at the reception desk. A woman in her forties
looked up at her. ‘I need to see Verbeek, from Marketing
and Consumer Behaviour.’ The woman peered at her monitor. ‘He should be in one of the meeting rooms on the top
ﬂoor.’
Laura walked on quickly. She had to hand in a report and, as
usual, she was on the late side.
She summoned one of the six lifts by mashing the number
9 button. A moment later the display above the buttons
declared: 9 Invalid Floor. Laura growled something
under her breath and pressed the button again
with the same result. ‘It only goes up to eight,’
the lady at reception called out.
‘Wasn’t I supposed to go to the top
ﬂoor?’
‘That’s eight.’
‘Then why are there nine buttons?’
‘The architect’s idea of a joke, I
suppose.’
Laura got out at the eighth
ﬂoor and nearly bumped into
a young man. ‘Sorry,’ she
apologized.
‘Oh that’s alright,’ the man
responded, seeming strangely enthusiastic.
It was Jasper, who had
assisted her with one of
her practicals last year.
She thought he was a
creep. He had a very pasty
face and little piggy eyes,
and he was always wearing
a stupid, bright green cap.
Thankfully he seemed to
have ditched that now,
which helped a little. She had
noticed that Jasper did like
her a lot, and she had spent the
entire assignment worrying
that he might ask her out.
‘I need to see Verbeek. I’m in a
hurry.’
‘Well you shouldn’t spend so much
time hanging around in the restaurant,’ Jasper said quietly.
Laura nodded and walked on.
‘Wasn’t the soup too hot?’ he called after
her.

She walked to the meeting rooms on the eighth ﬂoor but
Verbeek wasn’t there. In fact, all the rooms were deserted,
though there was a briefcase lying on a table in one of them.
That must be Verbeek’s, thought Laura. The case was lying
open, so Laura peeked in to check if it did indeed belong to
Verbeek. In the case she saw a whole pile of newspaper clippings. She read the top article. It was about a student in
Wageningen who had disappeared four weeks earlier. Laura
looked at the second article, and then the third and fourth.
They were also about the student. The disappearance did
not seem to be an isolated incident. In total, eight people
had gone missing in the Wageningen area in the last two
years. Laura put down the articles and opened a pocket in
the case’s lid. She reached in and tore a page off a notepad.
On the paper was a number 9. It had been circled
and behind it someone had written: press 9 4 5
6 simultaneously. What could it mean? she
wondered.
Suddenly Verbeek was behind her.
Laura almost screamed with
fright; she hadn’t heard him
coming at all.
The man’s face was ﬂushed
and he was breathing heavily,
as though he had been running. He snatched the paper
out of her hand. ‘What do
you want?’ he snapped.
‘I came to hand in my
report,’ said Laura timidly.
She pointed to the neatly
stapled pile of A4s she’d
put on the table and slipped out of the room.
She hurried through the
corridor towards the lifts,
silently cursing herself.
Why did you look inside the
case? How stupid can you be?
She was about to press the
lift button... but her hand
paused, hovering above the 0.
She stared at the number 9 button. ‘9: press 9 4 5 6 simultaneously,’ she said quietly. ‘Surely it
couldn’t be?’ She used her index
and middle ﬁngers to press the buttons at the same time... and the lift
next to her slid open. Laura took a deep
breath and stepped into the lift.
What’s on the ninth ﬂoor of Orion? Check
out d9d.nl.
27 June 2013 — RESOURCE
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GENETIC ENGINEERING
FOR ANIMAL WELFARE?
Livestock Research, based in Lelystad, is working on a genetically modiﬁed
chicken which will put an end to the killing of millions of male day-old chicks.
The researchers want to attach a gene found in jellyﬁsh to the male chicks’ sex
chromosone, causing those eggs to glow when put under a special lamp. Genetic
engineering in the interests of animal welfare, which has been rejected by a
majority in the lower house of the Dutch parliament. Do you agree?
text: Albert Sikkema & Roelof Kleis

Robin van den Berk

Anne van Lith

student of Animal Sciences
‘I am in favour of the genetically modiﬁed chicken. The main question as
far as I’m concerned is: is it safe? In
this case, the genetically modiﬁed
cockerels don’t enter the food chain,
so they don’t pose any threat to food
safety. And you prevent the culling of one-day chicks.
Besides which there is also an economic argument: by
shredding all the male chicks you waste half of your
production capacity. Personally, I draw the line at GM
products entering into our food supply.’

director of Zonnerfarm Ei, and poultry
farm and egg processing station
Sterksel
‘As a poultry farmer I am keen to
work to improve animal welfare. The
killing and shredding of one-day
cockerels is absolutely undesirable.
The GM chicken seems like a good alternative, but the
problem is the public fear of genetic modiﬁcation. We
notice it all the time. Supermarkets demand that our eggs
don’t come from chickens that get genetically modiﬁed
feed. The fear of GM products is deep-rooted, and
politicians are sensitive to consumer fear. Too bad,
because in this case the product that ends up in the shop
hasn’t even been modiﬁed.’

Cor van der Weele
special professor of Humanist
Philosophy
‘Unfortunately the debate is
dominated by economic considerations. This has led to the rejection of
the ‘dual purpose chicken’ as an
option, for instance, because it’s too
expensive. I don’t think GM is inherently problematic but
we need to take a step back in the debate: if animal welfare
can only be addressed by a narrow range of options
dominated by issues of competitiveness and efﬁciency,
then there is something wrong with the balance of power
within that debate. The problem here, it seems to me, is
that the prevailing discourse leaves too little room for
more profound questions about human-animal relations.
However tricky they may be, I don’t think we can duck the
big questions about the treatment of animals in the
livestock sector.

Matthijs Kolpa
chairman of the Wageningen
Environmental Platform, co-organizer
of GMO debate
‘I don’t feel strongly about the GM
chicken one way or the other. Many
people say ‘leave nature alone’,
rejecting genetic modiﬁcation of
higher organisms. I can sympathize with that, to a degree.
However, some types of chicken have already been subject
to so many breeding programmes you can barely call them
natural anyway. On the other hand, animal suffering is
very widespread in the sector. Have you ever seen a ﬁlm of
roosters tumbling from the conveyor belt into the mincer?
Not very nice, let me tell you. As far as that’s concerned I
say: go ahead with genetic engineering, so long as I don’t
start giving off ﬂuorescent light.’
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Esther Kok

Bart Gremmen

business unit Authenticity & Novel
Foods, Rikilt
We know that genetic modiﬁcation
of animals is a sensitive subject in
the public eye, so I would explore
other options ﬁrst. And then my preference would be for the dual purpose chicken. In that scenario, cockerels don’t get gassed
or minced but are raised for their meat. Perhaps it would
lead to an increase in the cost of eggs and chicken, but
that’s just the price we have to pay. To my mind, the GM
chicken is a rather technology-reliant solution. I don’t
think you should use exogenous genetic markers to differentiate GM from acceptable food. On the other hand, I
understand that in this case the jellyﬁsh gene is only carried by the male embryo, meaning it doesn’t end up in the
food chain. That’s technically a good solution, but I can’t
help wondering: what do you do with the millions of eggs
that do have the jellyﬁsh gene? Throw them away? Use
them for cattle feed? Either way, you end up wasting food.’

professor of Ethics in Life Sciences
and project leader for ‘Alternatives to
the killing of newly hatched chicks’
‘The interesting thing about the GM
chicken is that the modiﬁcation isn’t
to the end product but the process.
The modiﬁed eggs, the cockerels, are
ﬁltered out before they even enter the incubator. That’s an
important difference with traditional GM techniques but
it isn’t always reﬂected in the debates.
The dual purpose chicken seems like a good solution, but
it isn’t really. Both its meat and eggs are of a much lower
quality than the consumer is used to. Besides, it is not
economically viable. So continuing with the current status
quo seems the only option. Day-old cockerels get killed
but they don’t get thrown away, they still serve a purpose.
For many people that makes it acceptable. It’s an
interesting case for us as researchers. It’s not about a
choice between good and evil but between bad and less
bad.’

27 June 2013 — RESOURCE
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Student of the Year 2013

‘I FOUND THAT I REALLY WANTED TO WIN’
She had been the undisputed
favourite for the past few weeks
and last Thursday, the 24-yearold Wageningen student Irene
Poll was still way ahead of the
other contestants in the ﬁnal
round: Irene was declared
Student of the Year 2013.

CLOSE-KNIT GROUP
According to the organizers,
411,000 votes were cast for the six
candidates. Irene does not know
how many votes she got exactly,

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

‘I was very nervous standing on the
podium,’ relates the Food Quality
Management student. ‘I heard my
friends and sisters screaming
“Irene” in the audience when the
winner was announced. I was photographed immediately, journalists descended upon me and I got
a tablet as a prize; it all feels really
weird.’
Student of the Year is a contest
organized by the commercial
website studenten.net. It focuses

mainly on the popularity of the
contestants. Candidates can only
survive the ﬁrst round by getting as
many votes as possible from
supporters. In the ﬁnal round, the
candidates were also pitted against
one another in a debate and they
had to perform tasks not unlike
those in the Dutch TV programme
‘Who is the mole?’. This year, the
six ﬁnalists were sent to
Heidelberg in Germany for the
occasion. Not only did Irene do
well in amassing votes, she also
emerged as the winner in
Heidelberg.

but she certainly had many. ‘I
wouldn’t have made it without the
people here in Wageningen. Complete strangers congratulate me
and tell me that they voted for me
every day; I get e-mails from lecturers. Everyone was very supportive.
I don’t know how to thank them
all.’
What is the best thing about the
competition? ‘The contact with the
fellow ﬁnalists,’ replies Irene
without hesitation. ‘We had to
carry out an assignment every two
weeks and I really looked forward
to those. We had daily contact via
Whatsapp and we’ve already ﬁxed
a new date to meet up. We have
become very close-knit in a short
span of time.’ There was hardly any
animosity or jealousy. ‘It was only
in Heidelberg that I got
competitive. I found that I really
wanted to win. If I start on
something, I always want to
outshine the rest. I’m having
problems with withdrawal
symptoms now. I’m still thinking
every morning: ‘Oh, I have to post
something on Facebook so that
people will vote for me.’
THE WORLD OF TELEVISION
Early July, this KSV student will do
a photo shoot for clothing store
America Today and her photo will
then be displayed in every shop
window of the chain store in the
Netherlands. ‘I am curious how
long the hype will last after that. At
the moment, I still get phone calls
every day but I’m sure this will be
over after a month.’ She would like
to use her victory as a means of getting into television. ‘The world of
television appeals to me. It would
be nice if I could combine that
with my studies. I want to be involved in something of substance
as well.’
For the time being, she is
basking in her new title and
everything that lies in store for her.
‘People tell me: “Irene, you look
the picture of happiness”, and
that’s right, I am really happy.’

Irene Poll: ‘I’m curious to see how long the hype lasts.’

‘IT WAS A
PIGSTY’

Who? Matthijs Machielsen, Plant
Sciences third year
What? One of the eleven occupants of student house ‘Elhalla’
Where? His student house
appeared in the RTL TV
programme ‘How clean is your
house?’ (broadcast last week).
What was the reason you got this
thorough clean-up?
‘We wanted to do something nice
with the house but the problem
was that it was a pigsty everywhere.
So the house boss sent an e-mail to
the RTL editorial team. The
programme producers want
extreme cases and our house ﬁtted
the bill.’
Did the house look pretty much like
it normally does when the Amsterdam cleaners came round?
‘The house has its good days and
bad days. There had been a lot of
partying in the week the ladies
came along as we’d just ﬁnished
exams. That does mean the
occasional food ﬁght and people
going crazy. But we did add one or
two eggs to the decor.’
What’s the situation now in the
house?
‘We are doing more to keep the
mess in check. The new ﬂoor the
team of cleaners put in is now
being mopped once a fortnight.
That would never have happened
before. There has been a lull in the
food ﬁghts but I expect we will be
back to the bad behaviour after the
summer. But it is rather nice to be
living in a clean house.’ KO

Linda van der Nat
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INDEPENDENTS AGREE ON SEAT ALLOCATION

Atuga had 163 preferential votes in
the election, the second highest
number among the Independents,
who won four seats. According to
the agreement made by its
candidates, Atuga would therefore
be entitled to one of those seats,
but the voting regulations put a
spanner in the works. These
stipulate that only those
candidates who have exceeded the
electoral threshold can be
admitted directly; the others are to
be chosen by going down the list.
As a result, Atuga – placed sixth
– risked being excluded. However,
two fellow candidates decided to
honour the agreement by
declining the seat. Gilbert is
relieved. ‘Fortunately, the people
who voted for me have not wasted
their votes. Of course, there were
discussions; that’s politics. But all
of us ﬁnally agreed that the

number of votes should be the only
criterion. Numbers don’t lie.’
COMMOTION
Whether he will actually be on the
student council next year is still
uncertain, adds Gilbert. There are
a couple of technical issues that
have to be taken care of ﬁrst, such
as his study grant. ‘This is a tricky
situation for me because I don’t
know for sure whether my sponsor
will allow me to drop my studies
for a year to be on the student
council. I need to come up with
convincing arguments so that my
sponsor realizes that a year on the
student council is good for my
development.’ He hopes to give a
deﬁnite answer to the other
student council members soon.
VeSte feels it is a shame there
has been so much commotion
around the election result. ‘VeSte
stands as a party alongside the
Independents and we are not
directly involved in the questions
surrounding their list,’ says
council member Simone Ritzer.
‘But that lack of clarity can cause
confusion about the student
council as a whole, which
undermines conﬁdence. Within

PHOTO: LENNART VERHOEVEN

Gilbert Atuga, from Kenya, will
be joining the student council as
an ‘Independent’ candidate after
all. This decision by the
Independents brings an end to
the uncertainty that arose after
the election results were
announced on 28 May.

The new student council. The four Independents are on the left, Gilbert Atuga
wearing a cap.

VeSte, we hope that we can hold on
to the conﬁdence placed in us.’
Simone is happy the student
council will have a new group next

year. ‘It’s a good thing that there’ll
be counterarguments.’ LvdN

Loans and public transport next year?
The coalition agreement of
October 2012 was clear: the
public transport student card will
become a discount card and the
student grant will be replaced by
a loan system. The minister, Jet
Bussemaker, now has the task of
implementing this policy. But
that turns out to be not so
simple. What’s the current situation regarding these dossiers?
LOAN SYSTEM

>> Plan: The basic student grant
will be scrapped and replaced by a
loan system for Master’s and
Bachelor’s students. The cost of
studying will go up by 3200 euros a

year, which students have to repay
afterwards. The supplementary
grant will continue to be a gift.
>> Criticism: The national student
union is worried that more people
may decide not to go to university
if it costs so much, or spend more
time on part-time jobs, which
would adversely affect their
studies.
>> Status: The minister has
amended her plans by postponing
the loan system for Bachelor’s
students by one year, to 2015; but
the system for Master’s students
will start in 2014. To implement
the loan system, Bussemaker is
depending on the D66 and the

Green Left parties as the coalition
government does not actually have
a majority in the Upper House. So
she needs to keep these two parties
happy. Green Left wants the
student card to remain, while D66
wants the savings to be channelled
back into higher education. To be
continued.
PUBLIC TRANSPORT STUDENT CARD

>> Plan: The public transport
student card will be scrapped and
replaced by a discount card from
2016.
>> Criticism: Travelling by public
transport is expensive. Students
will opt to study nearer home

although this might not be their
ﬁrst choice. More students will
want to live in digs even though
there is already a shortage of
rooms.
>> Status: This plan seems to be
the shakier of the two. There are
strong rumours that the student
card will not be scrapped after all,
but the minister is keeping mum.
The card could be used as a
bargaining tool for the
implementation of the loan
system. In addition, scrapping the
student card would be a huge blow
to the NS as so much money is
involved. This story, too, is to be
continued. RA
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SHOCKING

If you have trouble with sums, a
little zap may help, according to an
Oxford study. All that is needed is
one milliamp (if properly applied),
a fraction of the current you get
from an AA battery. Zapped people
do sums two to ﬁve times faster,
and they are still 30 per cent faster
six months later. So go ﬁgure what
an entire battery could do!

BEE SPERM BANK
‘If you press gently on the belly of
an adult male bee you squeeze out
its sperm, which you can catch in a
mini-tube.’ An American scientist
wants to use this method to collect
sperm from the strongest European
bees. She wants to cross-breed
them with the strongest queen
bees in the US.

LONGEST ERECTION
A 44-year-old American truck
driver had an erection for eight
months due to an operation that
went wrong. The poor man could
no longer dance or ride a
motorbike. He was also unable to
pick anything up from the ground
and his family didn’t want him
visiting them. The man hasn’t
made the Guinness Book of
Records (yet): it says the longest
erection was more than 34
centimetres.

Solidarity with the Brazilians back home
PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

STAYING UP
Staying up all night has a strange
eﬀect on men. An American
psychological study on sleep
deprivation shows that a lack of
sleep aﬀects men’s judgement,
resulting in risky and immoral
behaviour. Men with sleep
deprivation are more likely to
think women want to have sex with
them than fully rested men. So
imagine what happens when you
combine sleep deprivation with
alcohol!

Brazilian students in Wageningen
are showing solidarity with their
compatriots demonstrating back
home. Master’s students Juliana
Arthuso and Ianna Dantas handed
out ﬂyers in Forum and took part
in protests in The Hague last
weekend.
Brazilians have been on the streets
of Brazil protesting for two weeks
now. The reason was an increase in
public transport fares but that was
not the only factor, says
Environmental Sciences student
Ianna Dantas. ‘People are fed up
with the incompetence and
corruption. Brazilians pay a lot in
taxes but that money is not
invested in better education, better
infrastructure or health care. On
the other hand, vast amounts are
spent on extravagant sports events
like the football World Cup and
the Olympic Games.’
The police have responded to
the protests with violence, ﬁring
tear gas and rubber bullets at the
demonstrators. There have already
been some fatalities and dozens of
people wounded. The two students

Juliana Arthuso
(on the left of
the photo) and
Ianna Dantas
(right) campaigning in Forum.

don’t want to sit around doing
nothing while their compatriots
are taking to the streets. Last week,
they handed out ﬂyers in Forum
and last weekend they and eight
other Brazilian students from
Wageningen joined the hundreds
of demonstrators on the Lange
Voorhout in The Hague. Urban
Environmental Management
student Juliana: ‘I would have
joined the protests if I’d been at
home. Then I would probably have
been shot at with rubber bullets.’
Ianna: ‘We are privileged; we are
able to attend this university
thanks to the Brazilian people. Our
student grants are paid for by
Brazilian cleaners, teachers, bus

drivers. I have to do something in
return, show them they are not
alone.’
The public transport fares have
now been reduced. This gives
Brazil’s people the feeling that by
joining forces, they can demand
more changes, says Ianna. The two
students realize that a couple of
weeks of protesting will not be
enough. Juliana: ‘This is the ﬁrst
step. It’s a small step but a
signiﬁcant one. There are elections
next year and it’s good that the
people are thinking about politics.’
Ianna: ‘It’s a lengthy process that
requires perseverance. But in
Brazil we say “The giant is awake”.
LvdN
Brazilians never give up.’

MORE CUTS
It takes a bit of getting
used to: Biology student Janna Barel (left)
and her sister Marije
have said goodbye to
their long locks and
gone for a short hairstyle instead. The two
sisters have donated
their hair to charity. As
part of the Wageningen 750 celebrations,
Wageningen inhabitants are collecting
750 centimetres of
hair for the Haarwensen foundation. It uses
the hair to make wigs
for children who have
lost their hair due to
illness or medical treatment. LvdN / photo:
Lennart Verhoeven
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EPISODE 12 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<

Bianca

Derk

Elise

Vera

Willem-Jan

ILLUSTRATIES: MEREL DE GRAAF

The story so far: Derk doesn’t respond to Vera’s advances. The jealous Willem-Jan is frustrated by Vera’s lack
of interest in him.

House Party
C

lutching two cocktails, Vera wormed her way
through the crowd. Even with all the windows wide
open, it was stiﬂingly hot and dancing partygoers kept
bumping into her. She usually loved house parties.
She felt more comfortable approaching people and
even dared to ﬂirt a bit. But tonight the place was too
full, and besides, she was only interested in one person and Derk was nowhere to be seen.
‘Here’s your cocktail’, she said curtly to Elise. They’d been
stood in a slightly cooler corner by the window for a while.
‘Thanks.’ Elise was slumped over the windowsill, sporting
large shadows under her eyes. ‘I’m really not looking forward to the holidays at all’, she complained, picking up her
monologue where she had left oﬀ.
And I’m sick of you, thought Vera, as she smiled understandingly. Her eyes roamed across the room, scanning the
crowd while she half-listened to Elise’s complaints. She didn’t spot Derk, but did see Willem-Jan’s bright red head
which kept turning in her direction. Nervously she gulped
down her cocktail. She could feel herself getting tipsy as
wild thoughts started spinning around her head: I have to
do something, otherwise I’ll never get anywhere with Derk.
The holidays start next week and then we won’t see each
other for weeks.
‘I have to go to the loo,’ she suddenly interrupted Elise, turning to wriggle back through the crowd. Willem-Jan was just
on his way to the fridge, so the timing was spot on. She did-

n’t ﬁnd Derk during her tour of the living room, so, sticky
with sweat, she fought her way out to the hall. It was warm
there too, but not as busy. Two frat boys from Ceres and KSV
were gabbling away about which society was most fun.
Bianca was stood a little further along.
‘Have you seen Derk?’ asked Vera. Judging by Bianca’s smile
she wasn’t doing a very good job of hiding her eagerness.
‘I saw him walking that way just now.’ She pointed to the
end of the corridor. Vera picked her way past a few groups
of people but she couldn’t see him anywhere. All the room
doors were locked, leaving only the junk room. Hands shaking, she opened the door and gasped. Derk and someone
she couldn’t quite make out were locked in a passionate
embrace.
‘Hey Derk, Vera’s looking for you’, called Bianca, who had
walked up behind Vera. Startled, Derk spun around. Behind
him Vera could now recognize his ‘ﬁtness buddy’ Tom. Derk
ﬂushed a deep red and seemed lost for words.
‘I wanted to tell you. Honest.’

Resource follows events at Mortierstraat 14B

No clemency for slow second-years
As of September, three universities and one university of applied
sciences will be experimenting
with a binding recommendation
for the continuation of studies
(BSA) after the second year.
Second-year students who do not
get enough credits will not be
allowed to continue. The universities are doing this because they
are afraid students will stop
putting in the eﬀort once they
get through the BSA in the ﬁrst
year.

There is little enthusiasm at Wageningen for a BSA for students after
the ﬁrst year. Back in March, Tiny
van Boekel, the head of Wageningen University’s Education Institute, told Resource that he feels Bussemaker’s plans go too far: ‘Students who get through the ﬁrst
year usually ﬁnish their degree.’
However, the university is indeed
planning to introduce a BSA for
ﬁrst-years - after much hesitation.
Van Boekel says in an e-mail that
this will probably be introduced in

2014-2015. A working group is currently completing its recommendations on how to implement the
BSA.
LOT OF INTEREST
The institutions introducing the
BSA for second-years are the University College Amsterdam, the
Gerrit Rietveld Academy, Leiden
University and Delft University of
Technology. The minimum number of credits students have to
achieve varies. For most degree

courses they have to get at least 45
of the 60 credits available, but the
Amsterdam University College requires second-year students to
pass all subjects. The current
batch of ﬁrst-years can rest easy
though: the experiment only applies to students who start next
September. Academic and applied
universities have until 1 April next
year to apply to take part in a second round of experiments. The
minister says there is a lot of interest. RR/HOP
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>> CULT
What? Bergpop Festival Where? in Wageningen in het Conventplein, behind café De Zaaier When? Saturday 6 July, from 16.00
to midnight. Unitas Afterparty in café De Overkant Costs? Free
More information? popcultuur-wageningen.blogspot.nl

Fake Swedes and bananas
Fanatical Wageningen pop fans will see plenty of familiar faces at
Bergpop this time as Popcultuur Wageningen is bringing the best acts
from the past academic year back to Wageningen. These bands, mainly
from Utrecht and Gelderland, will be performing in the square on 6 July.
Some will also be giving an unplugged session in the public library,
similar to the Quiet is the New Loud series of concerts organized by
Popcultuur. Of course the event will ﬁnish with the Unitas Afterparty in
Café De Overkant.
What musical delights can we look forward to? The bombastic sound of
Yesterday’s men will be reverberating through Wageningen again after a
‘really good show’ last January. They have also released a new CD since
that concert. The folk-pop band Wolves dressed in sheep is also coming
back. Other acts are Bodypolitics, Adam & The relevants, Sideditch, Amber
Arcade and Caperune. A tip in the eccentric category is the hip electrosound of Hömpfdingå. These fake Swedes from Gelderland are
guaranteed to get you on the dance ﬂoor on 6 July. And what exactly are
they planning to do with those bananas on stage? RR
If you have tips for ﬁlms, books, events, exhibitions or other cultural activities that Wageningen UR should hear about, e-mail resource@wur.nl.

>> THE WORKS
‘IT’S ALL VERY
HIERARCHICAL’
Who? Tom de Leeuw, MSc Food Technology
What? Final internship at dairy company Gloria S.A.
Where? Lima, Peru
Gloria is a very big company, but not particularly innovative:
they mainly imitate Nestlé and Danone. The Research & Development department is highly pragmatic and spends much of its time
solving problems in the factories. The research department for South
America is largely based in Lima. It consists of six people clustered
together in a small cubicle with their computers. I only got access to a
computer when one of the six permanent employees was away. It’s all
very hierarchical. Every email I sent had to be CC’d to the head of R&D, a
kindly man of 70 who was the elder statesman of the company. I worked
on six or seven small projects, including the quality of their light
yoghurt and the further development of probiotics in yoghurt.
I was really amazed by the city; it was all so new and different. The selfbuilt houses, for instance, which had steel pylons sticking out the top in
case another ﬂoor needed to be added. The trafﬁc in Lima is awful: an
endless maelstrom of honking and countless busses, big and small, all
with a driver and an assistant who shouts out its destination. I experienced lots of near misses where the bus driver would slam on the
breaks and everyone would shoot forward in their seat.
In the weekends I’d often go out in Lima. If you want meet up with people to go out you really have to plan it ahead of time. You can’t just call

them up spontaneously when the bar is an hour away. The nightlife is a
lot of fun; when a good song comes on everyone puts down their drinks
and starts salsa dancing and then they sit down and start drinking
again when it’s over. They don’t stand around stamping and spilling
beer like the Dutch. I did occasionally join in the salsa dancing, but
unfortunately I never really learned how to. I did learn Spanish from my
girlfriend, who I met on a night out. Together we’d go to the city centre,
or the beach to soak up some sun. Or we’d go out for dinner: a favourite
Peruvian evening activity. There are eateries everywhere, and you can
even buy food from street vendors. In my opinion, Peruvian cuisine
offers the tastiest and most varied food in all South America. SO
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announcements

Wageningen UR is looking for:
Senior medewerker FA
AFSG F&C, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer AFSG-F&C-0008
PhD student food microbiology
AFSG Levensmiddelenmicrobiologie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer AFSG-FHM-0005
PhD student encapsulation of oils for targeted release
AFSG Levensmiddelenproceskunde, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer AFSG-FPE-0011
Junior scientist ESBL-attribution
ASG Central Veterinary Institute, Lelystad
Vacaturenummer ASG-CVI-ONDZ-0028
Tenure track position Animal Mechanics and Functional
Morphology
ASG exp. zoologie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer ASG-DW-EZO0003
Assistant Professor in Spatial Planning (Tenure Track)
ESG Centrum Landschap, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer ESG CL-0200
Assistant Professor Luminescence dating in soil and landscape
research (Tenure Track)
ESG Centrum Landschap, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer ESG CL-0203
Senior netwerk beheerder / technisch consultant
FB IT Infrastructure, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer FB-0010-1
Hoofd Communications & Marketing
LEI Communicatie, Den Haag
Vacaturenummer SSG-LEI-COM-0002
Leerling plantverzorger en techniek klimaatruimten
PSG Unifarm, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer PSG-UNIF-0001
Ambtelijk secretaris
VHL Stafbureau Directie, Leeuwarden of Velp
Vacaturenummer VHL DIR0005
Docent Melkveehouderij
VHL Landbouw, Leeuwarden
Vacaturenummer VHL LB0014
Lecturer Food Technology Wageningen
VHL Wageningse opleidingen, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer VHL WO0018
Lecturer AgriBusiness and Business Administration
VHL Wageningse opleidingen, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer VHL WO0019
Lector Food Safety (0,5 fte)
VHL Wageningse opleidingen, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer VHL WO0020

Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.

parties
The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie.
Check www.wageningenup.nl for
all parties.
Saturday 29 June, 22.00-4.00

Stichting Durf!
On Saturday 6 July, Stichting Durf!
(part of Ceres student society) will
be organizing a campaign to raise
funds for the Stop Child Abuse
Foundation. A maximum of 50 students will spend 12 hours sitting
on a mat. They will raise money by
getting people to sponsor them. By
being ‘cooped up’ for a day on a
mat, you will be drawing attention
to the cramped quarters in which
girls forced into child prostitution
are conﬁned.
MORE INFO AT WWW.JUSTGIVING.NL
TO TAKE PART: STICHTINGDURF@GMAIL.COM.

Beer, a global drink!
The exhibition Beer, a global drink!
will be on show until 27 October in
the Casteelse Poort Museum in Wageningen. The special anniversary
exhibition has three elements:
ð\HDUVRIEHHULQ:DJHQLQJHQ
the history of brewing, inns, pubs
and cafés
ð%HHUDJOREDOGULQNSUHVHQWDWLRQ
of an international collection of
beers
ð%HHUDQGVFLHQFHUHVHDUFKRQ
beer by the Wageningen Beer Science Institute
Colourful Wageningen
The Wageningen UR Library’s exhibition Colourful Wageningen 750 in
Forum (bldg 102) will show the
history of Wageningen. Wageningen and its surroundings have a
unique historical development
from a fortiﬁed town to a university town. The university has also often used Wageningen as a research
and educational object. This is explained in the exhibition in three
themes that are designated by the
colours blue for water, red for buildings and green for agriculture
and nature. Open until 18 October,
Monday to Friday, 9.00 - 17.00, in
the Special Collections Reading
Room.
MORE INFORMATION AND REQUESTS FOR GROUP
TOURS: LIESBETH MISSEL, 0317-482701/484546

CAFÉ DE OVERKANT – SISTEMA
SUPER SONICA
&DI«'H2YHUNDQWZLOOEHSXWWLQJ
on a sultry programme on Saturday
29 June. Sistema Super Sonica will
have you dancing all evening with
their tropical bass. It’s a mix of
dancehall, reggae, dubstep, elecWUREDLOHIXQNDQGORWVORWVPRUH
You won’t be able to resist those
summer beats and throbbing bass!
Admission: Free.
Saturday 6 July, 15.00-2.00

CONVENTPLEIN WAGENINGEN –
BERGPOP FESTIVAL 2013
The annual Bergpop Festival will
EHKHOGRQWKHŊUVWZHHNHQGLQ
July. Popcultuur has managed to
ERRNDZLGHUDQJHRIGLŉHUHQW
bands. They include Wolves
Dressed in Sheep, Bodypolitics and
Hömpfdingå, familiar from gigs in
&DI«GH2YHUNDQW<HVWHUGD\éV0HQ
The Hubschrauber, Caperune, Sideditch and Adam and The Relevants
will also be there to entertain you.
Weather permitting, we should be
in for another unforgettable event!
Admission: free.
In addition to the two stages in the
&RQYHQWSOHLQFDI«'H2YHUNDQW
has an afterparty.

agenda
Saturday 29 June, 12.00-16.00

DAMN FOOD WASTE
Wageningen UR Food & Biobased
Research will be one of the
participants in Damn Food Waste
on 29 June. A lunch will be
provided for 5000 people in the
Museumplein in Amsterdam. Fresh
ingredients will be used that for
various reasons do not normally
end up on our plates. In this way,
'DPQ)RRG:DVWHVHHNVWRGUDZ
attention to the global problem of
food wastage.
INFO: WWW.WAGENINGENUR.NL/FBR

See the agenda at resource.wur.nl as well
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Forum Irregular Opening Hours
during Summer 2013
Date

Monday to Friday

Saturday and Sunday

8 am - 8 pm

Closed

8.30 am - 5.30 pm

Closed

The Building

15 July to 5 August

The Library

8 July to 1 September

Student Desk

8 July to 11 August

12 pm - 2 pm

Closed

WURshop

15 July to 11 August

Closed

Closed

Restaurant

15 July to 18 August

11.30 am - 1.30 pm

Closed

Grand Café

8 July to 14 July

8 am - 3 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

15 July to 18 August
19 August to 1 September
Date
Wageningen
in’to Languages

15 July to 11 August

8 am - 3 pm

Closed

Monday to Thursday

Friday to Sunday

9 am - 5 pm

Closed

During working hours, the building is open to the public. After working hours, entrance is only possible with a WUR card.
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Orion Irregular Opening Hours
during Summer 2013
Date

Announcement

Monday to Sunday

The Building

15 July to 11 August

Closed

Student Café

15 July to 11 August

Closed

Restaurant

15 July to 11 August

Closed

Opening Academic Year

2
September
2013

Subscription?
Would you like to continue reading Resource
after graduating, retiring or leaving your job at
Wageningen UR? For 58 euros you can have 22
issues per year delivered to your door.
See resource.wur.nl/en/page/colophon.

Improving the quality of life
by doing more with less...
Responsible growth!
The theme of this year’s Opening Academic Year is ‘Responsible
Growth’ with contributions by: Henk Kamp (Dutch Minister of
Economic Affairs), Jayson Clay (Senior Vice-President World
Wildlife Fund) and Aalt Dijkhuizen (Wageningen UR)
For more information please go to www.wageningenUR.nl/oay

SOIL SCIENTIST RESEARCHER

>>

Oil Palm Organization in Bogotá - Colombia is seeking a Researcher, a Soil Scientist, to conduct research on nutrient requirements. The candidate must have the
DELOLW\WRPDNHGHFLVLRQVUHODWHGWRWKHLU¿HOGRIH[SHUWLVHDQGEHDEOHWRFRPPXQLFDWHLGHQWLI\QHHGVDQGVXJJHVWLRQVDQGZRUNDVDWHDPPHPEHU0XVWKDYHWKH
IROORZLQJVNLOOVOHDGHUVKLSVWUDWHJLFWKLQNLQJGHFLVLRQPDNLQJDQGUHVXOWRULHQWHG
and commitment.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS
$JURQRP\WUDLQLQJRURWKHUUHODWHG¿HOGVZLWKD3K'LQ6RLOVFLHQFH)RFXVHGRQ
SODQW1XWULWLRQZLWKDWOHDVW\HDUVRIH[SHULHQFHLQSRVLWLRQVLQVRLODQGZDWHUPDQDJHPHQW/DQJXDJHV)OXHQW6SDQLVK(QJOLVK0XVWKDYHWUDLQLQJLQDUHDVVXFK
DV3URMHFWPDQDJHPHQW WHFKQLFDOIRUPXODWLRQSURFHVVLQJPDQDJHPHQWVXSHUYLVLRQPRQLWRULQJUHSRUWLQJ (YDOXDWLRQ5HVRXUFH0DQDJHPHQW$SSOLHG6WDWLVWLFV
7HUP6WDWXV5HJXODU SHUPDQHQW &RXQWU\&RORPELD±6RXWK$PHULFD
5HVXPHVRUDSSOLFDWLRQVPD\EHHPDLOHGWR
/X]GDU\/DUD/RPEDQDDWOODUD#FHQLSDOPDRUJ
&RQWDFW1XPEHU(QJOLVK[6SDQLVK[
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ILLUSTRATION: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Colourful Pride
Since my ﬁrst days in the Netherlands, I couldn’t wrap my head around the sight of men wearing
brightly coloured pants. They are everywhere: riding bikes, sitting on grass eating lunch and
parading down the streets. The ﬁrst time I saw an older gent proudly wearing a bright purple
sweater and red trousers, I thought he certainly wanted to make a statement.

It’s important to state that this phenomenon is not limited to blood-coloured varieties. Dutch
people have been known to like all citrus ﬂavoured pants too. You always ﬁnd some long-legged
man taking their orange, yellow, peach (or even pink!) counterparts for a stroll in the lowlands. It
seems to me a true cultural characteristic.
Of course there is nothing technically wrong with red or orange pants. However, I can’t lie…it was
really odd at ﬁrst sight. Especially because in Brazil there is still a traditional prejudice about men
who wear clothes which are not black, blue or white. Men who go around in this kind of apparel
are considered gay and it is even seen as impolite. But my naivety and old-fashioned thoughts are
to be forever lost.
To tell the truth, I joined in this ‘fever’ too. After all, I realized that it is nice way to show your mood
and bring more brightness and happiness to daily life. It was the ﬁrst Dutch curiosity that made
me scratch my head and wonder ‘what the heck is going on in this country?’ Guilherme Amorim

The sight of Dutch men in
brightly coloured pants made
me wonder: ‘What the heck
is going on in this country?’

Franchi, Brazilian MSc student of Animal Sciences at Wageningen University

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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