‘A hopeless shortage of
space in Wageningen’

You can detect its presence
throughout the community

‘Students give the
town its atmosphere’

As landowners, the university and DLO
had a stranglehold on the town. | p.18 |

Mayor Van Rumund on the impact of the
institutes on Wageningen. | p.20 |

Wageninger Johan Breet: ‘I wouldn’t be
such a jolly bike repairman in Ede’ | p.22 |
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labour of love

>> JACQUES + FC UTRECHT
Jacques Neeteson, business unit manager at PRI

‘During the match it is
concentrated work’
He was a fan alright. A truly fanatical supporter. But now,
since September, Jacques Neeteson sits in the press stand
at FC Utrecht matches. To report on them for the club’s
website. And that is a whole different experience. ‘Less
emotional. I’m just at work there now really. But it is great
work. You are close to the action. I am even allowed in the
changing rooms if I want.’ The photo was taken during
the ﬁnal of the play-offs last Sunday. Utrecht and Neeteson
RK / Photo: Gerrit van Keulen
are going European.
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ELECTIONS
With four seats for the Independents,
there is increasing diversity in the student council.

1500
It was a peaceful occasion on Saturday — dancing, singing, smoking pot — but I
was surprised by the numbers: 1500 demonstrators! It has been a long time since we had such a big demo in Wageningen (the evacuation of the Administration
Centre in 1980 led to a turnout of more than 2000 students).
Why does Monsanto generate so much opposition? You can accuse Monsanto of
aggressive marketing but there is not actually anything wrong with genetic modiﬁcation. Giant corporations like Apple, Shell and Volkswagen also have their
faults but those are names we like to have on our CV.
I think it has to do with the sector. Food production touches on our ideals. How
do we produce food, plan land use, divide up the wealth? And Monsanto is extremely powerful and commercially oriented.
This should be a warning to our own organization. The combination of big, business-minded and intensive farming is undoubtedly an image risk. It is no coincidence that the Monsanto protesters wanted to start the march on campus.
Gaby van Caulil

>> Woodstock in Wageningen: it was back
to the seventies for a moment. See page. 16.
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Wageningen social science
researchers on the tenure track
career system are going to be
required to bring in one quarter
less funding in research grants
than the natural scientists. The
social scientist aiming to become a
personal professor will soon need
to bring in not 2.4 million but 1.8
million euros in research funding.
An associate professor will need to
have raised about 600,000 euros
instead of 800,000. These lowered
requirements apply to the Leeuwenborch and the social science
groups at the ESG, including
Forest and Nature Policy, Landscape Architecture and Water
Management. The executive board
outlined a proposal to this effect to
the central employees’ council last
Wednesday. The employees’

council is expected to ratify the
plan soon.
Rector magniﬁcus Martin
Kropff calls the measures ‘fair’.
‘Social science research is in a
different position regarding
acquisition. PhD projects are often
smaller in scope than natural
science ones, which involve
expensive apparatus, laboratories
and/or greenhouses. Whereas
what really matters is the amount
of work you bring in.’
There already were different
criteria for publications.
Leeuwenborch researchers do not
have to have published as many
articles to qualify for the next rung
on the tenure track ladder, and
more weight is given to chapters in
books. There is a different
publications culture in the social
sciences: researchers in these
ﬁelds work in smaller groups so
that the number of authors per
article is smaller too.
('8&$7,21&28176025(
The lower funding requirement

follows a recent evaluation of
Tenure Track. The university
career policy was introduced in
2009 with the aim of keeping
talent in house. Until then
researchers with a PhD kept having
to be satisﬁed with a temporary
appointment. Now they can expect
a personal chair as long as they
fulﬁl stiff progress requirements;
high evaluation grades for
education, publications in top
journals and the acquisition of
considerable levels of research
funding.
The executive council also
intends to let teaching count for
more in future. Someone who has
obtained a basic teaching
qualiﬁcation or does academic
consultancy training can now be
on Tenure Track too. ‘They are
small improvements,’ says Kropff.
‘Tenure Track is and always will be
a tough programme. The system
has a very good reputation. We are
already seeing its effect: the
number of articles in the better
*Y&
journals has increased.’

780%/(

,WZDVPHDQWIRU:DJHQLQJHQVFKRROFKLOGUHQDFWXDOO\EXW
WKHPHPEHUVRI&HUHVVWXGHQWVRFLHW\VHHPHGWRKDYHDW
OHDVWDVPXFKIXQWKHPVHOYHVDWWKHVRDSER[UDFHRQ
0D\$OOSDUWRIWKH:DJHQLQJHQIHVWLYLWLHV

&203$1,(672
7$&./(+,''(1
+81*(5
ð 'HYHORSPHQWSURMHFWVOLQN
IRRGTXDOLW\ZLWKDJULFXOWXUH
ð è8QLTXHWKDWWKHJRYHUQPHQW
LQYHVWVLQWKLVé

Many people in Africa and Asia get
enough to eat but their food lacks
sufﬁcient micronutrients, leading
to infant mortality, stunted growth
and disease. With the Amsterdam
Initiative against Malnutrition
(AIM), a Dutch alliance of
companies and development
organizations wants to change
this. Wageningen UR is on board.
AIM is starting with 10 projects in
which the ministry of Foreign
Affairs is investing 11 million
euros. The project ﬁts well in
Minister Ploumen’s new policy,
which allocates a big role to Dutch
companies.
Inge Brouwer, a researcher at
the Human Nutrition division: ‘In
the old days a lot of projects
addressed nutrition only. There
were then separate projects aiming
to increase agricultural
production. In AIM we bring
agriculture and nutrition together
and work to raise the production
of healthy food.’ An example:
promoting healthier vegetables
among farmers in East Africa. AIM
targets market-oriented solutions.
Wageningen UR is going to
investigate the scope for
implementing the business cases
on a larger scale. AIM is attracting
a lot of admiration internationally,
says Brouwer: ‘it is really unique in
the world for a government to be
investing in this.’ JT

/LNHWKLV\RXQJJHQWZKRWRRNDWXPEOHZKLOHKLVIULHQG
VSOLWKLVVLGHV7KHXQIRUWXQDWHUXQQHUGLGQéWJLYHXS
WKRXJKDQGJRWVWUDLJKWEDFNLQ+HGLGQéWEUHDNDQ\
UHFRUGV 5*IRWR%DUWGH*RXZ
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The HOV bus route (HOV stands
for high-quality public transport)
via the campus will be ready at the
start of 2014 at the earliest. The
project is being held up as a large

number of trees need to be felled
to make room for the route. The
trees are in the Dassenbos wood in
front of Rikilt. The bus route will
be built to the north of the cycle
path that runs from the Dijkgraaf
to the Bornsesteeg. A total of 214
trees (large and small) along this
route will need to be removed for
the new bus route. The two large
oaks in the ﬁeld in front of Actio

can stay. To compensate for the felling, new vegetation will be planted next to the Dassenbos and the
Noordwest residential district. The
environmental group Wagenings
Milieu Overleg (WMO) thinks this
is not enough and has lodged an
objection. According to Ad van der
Have (Facilities and Services), that
objection is the only ‘issue’ holding
up the new bus route. All stakehol-

ders are agreed on the route and the
implementation. Intensive negotiations are going on behind the
scenes to reach a settlement with
the WMO, province, municipality
and Wageningen UR. They may well
sort it out this week. In that case,
Van der Have says they will be able
to start felling the trees in September. It will take at least ﬁve months
to build the bus route. RK

LQEULHI
ǋǋ(/(&7,216

9H6WHWRJHWFRPSHWLWLRQ
The student party VeSte will remain the
biggest party in the Student Council next
year but it will not have such a dominant
position. In addition to eight VeSte candidates, four Chinese students were elected to the Student Council; they had formed an alternative group called the ‘Independents’. The turnout was reasonable: more than 30 percent of the students eligible to vote made the eﬀort to
actually cast a vote. 1601 of the 2311 votes went to VeSte and 653 to the Independents. The latter also got the remaining seat. Chinese student Bowen Tian
(Independent) and Jeroen Roest (VeSte)
were elected to the council on the basis
of preference votes. There is more infor/YG1
mation on page 24.

STUDENTS

3XEOLFWUDQVSRUWFDUGDIWHUDOO
Education Minister Jet Bussemaker is
considering keeping the public transport
student card. Various sources in The Hague have conﬁrmed this. Apparently,

Bussemaker is doing this to soften the
blow of the basic grant being abolished.
The cabinet wants to introduce a ‘social
loan system’ in September 2014, whereby students have to borrow the money
for their studies rather than getting a basic grant. That would increase the cost of
a degree by thousands of euros. Bussemaker’s spokesperson neither denies nor
conﬁrms that the public transport card
+23
will be kept.

ǋǋ2%-(&7,21

8QLWDVOLFHQFHFULWLFL]HG
The environmental licence for Unitas
that lets it use premises in Wageningen’s
industrial park is no good, according to a
ruling by the court in Arnhem following
objections by some businesses. The municipality will now have to amend the licence. Unitas chair Emilie Oosterveen
says this will not have any consequences
in the short term. The court says the current licence does not give a good description of the activities the young people are allowed to carry
out in the premises. The
municipality also needs
to give better justiﬁcation of why Unitas only
needs to create ﬁve parking spaces. The municipality says Wageningen
is a student town and
Unitas mainly attracts
young people without a
car. The court is not satisﬁed with this arguRK
ment.

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ
6&+$0,1((ǉǉ
$JULFXOWXUHDQGQDWXUH
In the classic ﬁlm Who’s afraid of Virginia Woolf, Richard
Burton and Elizabeth Taylor play a middle-aged couple
who never stop quarreling. They are inextricably bound to
each other and yet they ﬁght like cats. They remind me of
the relationship between nature and agriculture. It is formed by history, since the natural landscape in the Netherlands is largely the result of human use. But upscaling
and intensiﬁcation have put massive pressure on the relationship.
The political marriage of agriculture and nature dates
back to a far more recent time. To be precise, to 1989,
when nature was transferred from the Ministry of Culture,
Recreation and Social Work to the then still powerful Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Not everyone was happy about it. I still very clearly remember professor of Biology Victor Westhoff’s furious response when it was announced: ‘Joop, they have handed us over to the enemy.’
Agriculture and nature: can it be a happy marriage or can’t
it? The answer to this question is remarkably simple. Yes
and no: it all depends. ‘Nature management by farmers is
big ﬁasco’ ran the headlines in several newspapers earlier
this month in response to an advisory document by the
Council for the Environment and Infrastructure. This
conclusion may be true of the short-term subsidizing of
farmers in intensive farming areas, but it does not do justice to the success of collectives and the potential contribution of extensive agriculture to linking and buffering
nature areas. In other words: cut loose where you have to
and connect up where you can. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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ORDQV\VWHPLVLQWURGXFHG

Wageningen University can expect
another big increase in student
numbers. There will be 15 percent
more students starting a degree in
the 2013-2014 academic year than
this year. At least, that is the
forecast, based on the preliminary
registrations for Bachelor’s
degrees. With 1076 enrolments on
27 May, Wageningen is already
close to the total of 1136 ﬁrst years
in 2012.
Other universities are also
seeing a big jump in preliminary
registrations. A spokesperson for
the Association of Universities says
this is due to the expected
introduction of the loan system in
2014. Many young people have

decided to drop the idea of a gap
year because of this and start on
their degree studies at once.
(;3/26,21
There are big differences between
the degree subjects at Wageningen
UR. One of the outliers is the BSc
in Health and Society. The 60
enrolments to date already exceed
the total of 49 for last year. These
ﬁgures would mean an eventual
increase of 87 percent. ‘It’s quite
an explosion,’ agrees Gerry van
Nieuwenhoven, the programme
director, ‘especially given that we
didn’t do anything special besides
our usual PR activities. But we have
been a “top degree” for years in the
Guide to Higher Education. That
attracts people who would not
normally be interested in
Wageningen but are now taking a
look. Our programme also involves
a theme that is relevant to society.
Perhaps people these days would
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:DJHQLQJHQŊUVW\HDU%6FVWXGHQWV

rather be working on that than in
banking, for instance?’
It will certainly be busy in the
Leeuwenborch building: With 117
preliminary registrations,
Management, Economics and
Consumer Studies looks likely to
attract the most ﬁrst years in
Wageningen UR, beating the
traditional leaders Biology and
Nutrition and Health.
5(&29(5<
Molecular Life Sciences is also
doing well with 49 enrolments, 81

percent more than this time last
year. Landscape Architecture and
Planning, on the other hand, has
seen a drop of 46 percent while the
joint Tourism degree has recorded
41 percent fewer preliminary
registrations. However the
programme director Jan Philipsen
is quick to put these ﬁgures in
perspective. ‘We are already seeing
a recovery in the most recent
ﬁgures for Landscape Architecture.
There was a good turnout for the
open days and the visitors got a
very positive impression of the
programme, so we’re not expecting
a big decrease. It’s always very
difﬁcult to predict the ﬁgures for
Tourism as there are so many
enrolments from abroad. Other
ﬁgures are a lot more promising so
I am conﬁdent we will end up with
about the same number of ﬁrst
years as last year.’ RA

PHOTO: PHILIPS LIGHTNING

)$67(5*52:7+:,7+/('/,*+7,1*
ð %OHLVZLMNRSHQV/('FHQWUHIRU
JUHHQKRXVHKRUWLFXOWXUH
ð :DJHQLQJHQDQG3KLOLSVDUH
LQYHVWLJDWLQJWKHEHQHŊWVRI
/('

On 16 May, Wageningen UR Greenhouse Horticulture in Bleiswijk
played host to around 250 market
gardeners interested in what LED
lighting has to offer horticulture.
The experimental centre is carrying out a number of experiments
jointly with Philips.
Leo Marcelis, who is heading
the research, thinks LED lighting
boosts greenhouse plants’ photosynthesis, with a potential rise in
yields of around ten percent. In
particular, the red light in the
LED’s light spectrum results in
this production growth. LED lights
also make it easier to control the
plant shape and you can place
them between the plants (as op-

5HG/('
ODPSVLQSDU
WLFXODUPD\
ERRVWSODQW
JURZWK

posed to lamps above the plants),
which he expects will increase
growth rates and yields for greenhouse vegetables. The centre is also researching whether tomatoes
subjected to LED lighting contain
more vitamin C, have a longer

shelf life and are more resistant to
mildew. In addition to the trials at
Bleiswijk, three PhD students in
Wageningen are investigating LED
lighting as part of the BioSolarCells programme. LED lamps use
less energy than conventional

lamps but they are much more expensive, says Leo Marcelis. That is
why LED lighting has to offer market gardeners other beneﬁts. It was
clear on 16 May that there is a lot
of interest in LED lighting in the
horticulture sector. AS
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ð 3ROLWLFDO\RXWKOREE\IRU
*HOGHUODQGQLJKWWUDLQV

$VDLORUWDNHVDVHDZDWHUVDPSOHRXWRIDSODQNWRQWRUSHGR
RQWKHGHFNRIUHVHDUFKYHVVHOWKH7ULGHQV7KHVDPSOHLV
FUDZOLQJZLWKSODQNWRQŊVKODUYDHDQGŊVKHJJV
0DULQHELRORJLVW&LQG\YDQ'DPPH LQWKHUHGKHOPHW RIWKH
,QVWLWXWHIRU0DULQH5HVRXUFHV (FRV\VWHP6WXGLHV,0$5(6
FRXQWVWKHPDFNHUHODQG$WODQWLFKRUVHPDFNHUHO7KLVHQD

BOATING
WITH THE
KING

:KR"Jeroen Candel,
PhD Good Governance and chair of the
PhD Council
:KDW"He’ll keep the
king and queen company on their boat
trip from Wageningen
to Maurik
:K\"Willem-Alexander and Máxima will
visit Wageningen in
the course of their
tour of the province
of Gelderland

EOHVKHUWRFDOFXODWHKRZPDQ\ŊVKKDYHVSDZQHGLQWKH
$WODQWLFWKLV\HDUDQGKRZELJWKHSRSXODWLRQLV
7KHQLWLVZRUNHGRXWKRZPXFKPDFNHUHODQGKRUVHPDFNH
UHOFDQEHFRPPHUFLDOO\ŊVKHGZLWKRXWHQGDQJHULQJWKH
SRSXODWLRQV7KHHQGUHVXOWLVDŊVKTXRWDDGYLFHWRWKH
(XURSHDQ8QLRQ $QQH0DUWHQV

Did it take you long to decide on your answer when
you were invited on the boat trip?
‘In theory I have some doubts about the monarchy, but when you get an invitation like that you
don’t need to think twice. I am really pleased
that Master’s and PhD students are getting a
look-in. Wageningen has a lot of PhD students
working on groundbreaking research and I
would like to inform Willem-Alexander and
Máxima about it.’

Gelderland wants a better train link
with the big cities of the ‘Randstad’
(Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague and Utrecht) in the small hours
of the morning. An online petition
about this by the Young Democrats
and Green Left youth party Dwars
got 700 signatures this month, 40
of them from Wageningen. The petition provides support for the request by the urban region of Arnhem-Nijmegen to the national railway network NS for a late-night service for these cities from 2015. The
urban region’s plan does not currently include Ede-Wageningen station, but the youth political parties
do have it on their radar of course.
Enquiries by Resource suggest that
most local parties are positive
about the idea too. RR

4UOTE
‘If you’ve got something to eat you have many
problems, if you are hungry you just have one.’
Anton Haverkort cites a Chinese proverb for the beneﬁt of opponents of
the intensiﬁcation of food production (Boerderij vandaag, 17 May)

KITO

Do you expect to get a real chance to talk to the
royal couple, with hundreds of other guests on
board?
‘If they try to talk to everyone, I will have less
that half a minute. Queen Beatrix always chose
in advance speciﬁc people she wanted to talk
to, and often they were young scientists. My
subject area is close to Willem-Alexander’s and
Máxima’s interests so I am hoping to be able to
talk to them for a bit longer than half a minute.’
Have you already studied the etiquette that goes
with these sorts of encounters?
‘I got a letter from the province of Gelderland
but there was nothing in it about etiquette.
Maybe they will tell us more about that on the
boat. To be on the safe side I am going to read
up about it, because I don’t know how you are
supposed to address a king and queen.’ /YG1

/RZHUUHTXLUHPHQWVIRUVRFLDOVFLHQWLVWV2ND\<RXGRKDYHWREHERUQŊUVW
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23325781,7,(6)257+(1(:$)5,&$
has become a market as a result,
and money starts ﬂowing in.
People want to invest, in the
countryside as well. This is a
known fact. The rise of cities was
the driving force behind the
economic boom in our country
too.’

ð *RRGSURVSHFWVIRUWKH$IULFDQ
FRQWLQHQW
ð è+LJKIRRGSULFHVDUHD
EOHVVLQJLQGLVJXLVHé

Africa is changing fundamentally
and at a high speed. That’s one
reason to be optimistic concerning
the future of the continent, contended Professor Ewout Frankema
of Rural and Environmental
History in his inaugural lecture on
23 May. He explained why a Green
Revolution like that in Asia and in
South America had not taken off in
Africa. One of the major reasons,
according to Frankema, is that
African countries have weak
governments.

The population in Africa is large.
Instead of seeing this as a problem,
you consider it as an opportunity.
Why?

PHOTO: IVAR PEL

Has that changed?
‘Yes. The governments are
getting to grips with the nationstate better. After a phase of
decline and violent conﬂicts, more
stable governments have arisen in
many African countries. There are
fewer civil wars than 20 years ago.
The debt situation of the average
African state is much better than
that of many European countries.
Economic policy has changed.
Exchange rates are more in
keeping with economic reality and
the tax system is developing.’

You called rising world food prices
a ‘blessing in disguise’. Why?
‘The increase in world food
prices affects mainly poor city
dwellers. This stirs up unrest,
which frightens political leaders.
Government leaders are forced to
face the hard facts. Countries have
therefore been driven to produce
more food, and to invest in their
own agricultural development.’

(ZRXW)UDQNHPDè8UEDQL]DWLRQLVJRRGIRU$IULFDé

‘State formation in Africa has
always been beset with difﬁculties.
The reasons include the low
population pressure and high
mobility of the people. Nomadic
tribes are difﬁcult to incorporate
into a state structure. The
population of Africa has
quadrupled in the last 50 years.
This growth has developed
together with urbanization. Many
more people live in permanent

dwellings. And the city is the basis
of a state. This development is a
real break with the past. An aboutturn. As a result, Africa has
changed fundamentally.’
So the enormous population
growth is Africa’s salvation?
‘I don’t see this as a salvation
but as a solution to a historical
problem. Moreover, urbanization
has created a big demand. Africa

Nevertheless, your optimism does
not apply to the whole of Africa.
You predict growing inequality
among countries, with all the
implications that entails. That
does not sound very promising.
‘It’s better to have increasing
inequality among regions than
stagnation across board. Africawide, the situation looks better
than 20 years ago. But differences
will increase and these will lead to
tensions and migration. It has
always been like that, though.
Movement and relocation of big
groups of people is something
typical of Africa. It is difﬁcult to
predict how the states will react.
We’re going to ﬁnd out in the
course of this century.’ RK

5(6,67$17%$&7(5,$63$5(/2&$/6
ð /LQNEHWZHHQ(6%/LQDQLPDOV
DQGSHRSOHUHPDLQVDP\VWHU\

The risk of contracting antibioticresistant ESBL infections is no
higher for residents in areas with
many chicken farms, according to
the results of PhD researcher
Patricia Huijbers. She tested 1025

residents of different
municipalities to see whether they
were carrying the ESBL bacterium.
Some of the test subjects lived in
an area with a lot of poultry farms,
others in areas with few chickens.
On average, 5.1 percent of the
residents were carriers of the ESBL
bacterium. There were no more
carriers among residents of
municipalities with many chickens

than those in areas with few
chickens.
This ﬁnding means the role of
farm animals in spreading the
resistant ESBL bacterium remains
a riddle. ESBL bacteria are present
on 100 percent of the chicken
farms, 40 percent of pig farms and
half of all calf farms, but there is
no direct link between the
resistant bacteria in humans and

in animals. One third of poultry
farmers do, however, carry ESBL,
sometimes with the same ESBL
genes as are found in their
chickens. It is not clear, then, how
the transfer between animals and
humans takes place. Contact with
veterinary doctors might play a
role, suggest Huijbers in her article
in Clinical Microbiology and
Infection. $6
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From now in, commercial ﬁsh
populations must have a healthy age
structure and a good size distribution.
With these measures the European
Union hopes to be able to do
something about the fast-diminishing
ﬁsh stocks in European seas. To this
end, the new European framework
obliges every member state to develop
a strategy focused on the maintenance,
restoration and conservation the
marine environment.
But do the criteria serve the
purpose? Wageningen ﬁsh biologists
looked into the matter and came to the
conclusion that age structure was not a
good criterion for healthy ﬁsh stocks.
What is more, ﬁshers cannot inﬂuence
it much. Thomas Brunel and GerJan
Piet of IMARES reported the ﬁndings in
the ICES Journal of Marine Science.

&XWWLQJVDOWLQWDNHè7KH1HWKHUODQGVLVODJJLQJEHKLQGé
7KH'XWFKPHDWLQGXVWU\LVJRQJWRFXWGRZQRQVDOWSXWWLQJ
SHUFHQWOHVVLQLWVVDXVDJHVPLQFHGEHHIDQGKDP:LWKWKLVSODQ
WKHVHFWRULVDWODVWDFWLQJRQDJUHHPHQWVPDGH\HDUVDJRZLWKWKH
JRYHUQPHQW7KHDLPLVWRFXWWKHVDOWLQWDNHRIWKH'XWFKGRZQWR
JUDPV LWQRZVWDQGVDW 5HGXFLQJVDOWLQWDNHLVLPSRUWDQW
FRQŊUPV0DULDQQH*HOHLMQVHDVVRFLDWHSURIHVVRURI+XPDQ1XWUL
WLRQ%XWWKHWDUJHWVKDYHEHHQVHWWRRORZ
But it is good that the industry is taking up its
responsibilities, isn’t it?
‘The industry is doing something about cutting down on
salt, yes, but it is not happening fast enough. To get down to
6 grams a day you have to add 40 percent less salt. Normally
the Dutch food industry is progressive but when it comes to
reducing salt levels, it is lagging behind. I think it’s
shameful, really.’
Currently the Dutch still consume about 9 grams of salt a
day. Are we succeeding in cutting down?
‘The minister informed the parliament in February that
there was a reduction of 3 percent in 2012. That is not much
and anyway, that estimate is not based on hard data. We are
now waiting for the results of urine tests by the RIVM, which
really measure whether we are eating less salt.’
Meanwhile a report by the American Institute of Medicine
came out saying there is no evidence that it is beneﬁcial to
cut down to less than 6 grams – say 4 grams. The Heart
Association contests the ﬁnding. How can there be such
differences of opinion between these institutions?
‘This new report only looks at the hard end results of cardiovascular diseases, such as heart attacks and deaths. The
researchers found no evidence that salt intakes of around 4
grams a day were any more beneﬁcial than the advised
maximum of 6 grams a day. But the American Heart
Association has pointed out that it deﬁnitely does help lower
blood pressure further. And we know there is a strong link
between high blood pressure and cardiovascular disease.’

ILLUSTRATION ROGIER ARENTS

02'(/
Using a model, the researchers
simulated the population dynamics of
North Sea cod, sole and herring over a
period of 100 years. They compared ﬁve
theoretical selection patterns in which
young or, by contrast, older ﬁsh were

9,6,21ǉǉ

spared. The model showed that the
age structure of the ﬁsh populations
had very little effect on the two main
criteria for healthy ﬁsh stocks,
namely strong resilience in the face of
change and fast recovery after ﬁshing.
The selection pattern did have one
major effect, though. The researchers
modeled various scenarios in which
the ﬁshing targeted small young ﬁsh
or larger older ﬁsh, and various sizes
and ages in between. After 100 years
ﬁsh catches appeared to vary
considerably across the different
scenarios. If the large ﬁsh were
spared, the catch was about one third
the size of the catch in the scenario in
which the young ﬁsh were spared. But
sparing large ﬁsh offered the
advantage of far fewer ﬂuctuations in
the ﬁsh stocks over the year.
The researchers concluded that a
policy objective focusing on a
‘healthy’ age structure without any
clear criteria for health does not
provide a good basis for ﬁsheries
policy. Nor is it easy to implement.
Fishers can make sure that they don’t
catch young ﬁsh by using nets with a
large mesh, but it is much harder to
avoid catching large ﬁsh. The ﬁndings
were tabled at a meeting of scientists
of the European Commission in
Brussels last month. 0G%

The Dutch nutrition centre advises a maximum of 6 grams of
salt a day. What are the implications of the American report
for that advice?
‘Nothing. The report shows that cutting your intake to that
level is beneﬁcial. The discussion is about whether it is
beneﬁcial to go even lower than that, but we’ve got to get
down to that 6 grams a day ﬁrst.’ RR

PROPOSITION
‘The IG Nobel Prize reﬂects the current state of the art
in scientiﬁc research better than the Nobel Prize.’
Emilia Hilz, who receives her PhD on 3 June in Wageningen

)LVKLQJVHOHFWLYHO\KDVDELJLPSDFWRQWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIŊVKSRSXODWLRQV
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Extreme weather such as drought
continues to inﬂuence the success
of plants even after it is over. This
process goes through the soil life,
and local plants seem to be more
sensitive to extreme weather than
exotics. Researchers from the
Nematology and Soil Quality chair
groups and the NIOO discovered
this by exposing soils to simulated
drought and ﬂoods. They
published their ﬁndings on 28 May
in the journal PNAS.
The researchers carried out a
comparative experiment with local
and exotic plants from the Waal
river area. In the greenhouse they
exposed some of the soils in the
plant pots to ‘extreme weather
conditions’: long-term drought or
heavy rain. Then they planted the
seedlings and observed how they
reacted. Exotics seemed less
bothered than local plants were by
the extreme weather experienced
in the past. In a second experiment
the soil in which half of the plants
were planted was ﬁrst sterilized.

$QH[SHULPHQWZLWKSODQWVLQDVRLOH[SRVHGWRH[WUHPHZHDWKHUFRQGLWLRQV

Without any soil life the
differences between exotic and
local plants disappeared. This
made it clear that extreme weather
conditions inﬂuence the future
growth of plants through the soil
rather than through the plant
itself.
&/,0$7(&+$1*(
This research is of great relevance
at a time when climate change is
causing plant habitats to shift

slowly northwards. ‘What is more,
it is assumed,’ explains Wim van
der Putten, extraordinary professor
of Nematology, ‘that extreme
weather events occur more often
because of climate change.’
Understanding their ‘legacy’ can
help scientists predict which
plants will successfully colonize
more northern habitats.
Quite how the soil life is
changed by extreme weather is not
yet clear. It is possible that

pathogenic bacteria thrive better,
or that helpful moulds are wiped
out. The plant pots behind the
NIOO already contain new plants
that are supposed to help establish
the facts on this. ‘I think it’s a pity
we didn’t keep the soil samples,’
says Van der Putten. At the time he
did not imagine it would so soon
become possible as well as
affordable to study the soil life at
the molecular level.’ RR

+80$160(//6%(77(5727+(0$/$5,$02648,72
ð 0DODULDFDUU\LQJPRVTXLWRHV
SUHIHUZRUQ+(0$WLJKWV
ð 5HVHDUFKRSHQVXSSURVSHFWRI
QHZPHWKRGRIFRPEDWWLQJ
PDODULD

Mosquitoes infected with malaria
are more strongly attracted to humans than their uninfected fellows.
This ﬁnding came out of research
on which Wageningen and Nijmegen entomologists published an
article in PLoS ONE in May. The research could lead to an effective
method of trapping malaria mos-

quitoes with the help of odours.
For some time there have been
suspicions that the behaviour of a
mosquito changes once it has been
infected with the malaria parasite,
explains ﬁrst author Renate
Smallegange. From an evolutionary point of view, it is quite
logical that parasites do their best
to get their carriers to give them a
helping hand. Smallegange: ‘But
we are the ﬁrst to provide
evidence.’
In the course of the experiment
the researchers themselves
counted how often mosquitoes
landed on pairs of HEMA tights,

some of the unworn and others
worn for 20 hours. The tests were
done in a specialized Nijmegen
laboratory from which the
mosquitoes could not escape. The
infected mosquitoes showed a
preference for human odours
three times as often as the
uninfected insects.
5(6,67$173$5$6,7(6
Every year 770,000 people still die
of malaria, while our arsenal of weapons against the disease is
dwindling. ‘In the ﬁght against
malaria we are really standing with
our backs to the wall,’ says Willem

Takken, personal professor of Entomology. ‘Worldwide parasites
are fast becoming resistant to
drugs and mosquitoes to insecticides. We have got to develop alternatives in the short term.’
The human odours that speciﬁcally attract malaria mosquitoes
form a powerful weapon for the
ﬁght against malaria. In their
follow-up research, the scientists
therefore hope to identify the
substances that speciﬁcally attract
the infected mosquitoes. Traps
containing these odours could
‘make a big dent in the rate of
transmission.’ RR
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6:($7,1*,17+((9(1,1*6
Evening exams? Bad idea, says the student council. But
the executive board wants to make it possible as a ‘last
resort’. The parties clashed when the student council
refused to ratify the new Education and Examinations
Regulations, which allow for evening exams. .
The biggest problem, says the executive board, is
shortage of space. Better to have a few exams in the
evenings, runs the argument, that to rent expensive
space for them. ‘The university could see this coming
four years ago, and it was pointed out by the student
council then,’ comments .HHV. ‘So it’s a bit odd that
they come up with a “last resort” now.’ The
announcement looks suspicious to $QWRRQ too. The
amount of space available is set to increase next year.
After all there are going to be fewer opportunities for
resits and the new building Orion is in use. ‘Is Kropﬀ
exaggerating or are there other factors/agendas of the
rector’s at stake? -+ thinks the arguments are
‘hogwash’. He is often critical of the student council
but hopes they will now ‘play their important part!’
Commentators continue to speculate about the
underlying motives. Is there a shortage of staﬀ for
invigilating, for instance? Do people want to keep the
Dreijen open? The most interesting explanation is
provided by $QWRRQ, who clearly knows his
Machiavelli: ‘I sometimes even get the feeling they
are using this to distract attention from a more
important plan. Keep the student council busy ﬁghting
about the (unimportant) evening exams and they
will at least have less time to keep a critical eye
on all the mistakes being made in introducing
the hard Bachelor’s – Master’s cutoﬀ point for
cohorts from 2009 and earlier.’

/,9,1*/,.(52<$/7<

JH kicks oﬀ with a bit of black humour: ‘Let’s hope the
ALF [Animal Liberation Front – ed.] has updated its
address book then.’ 3DWULFN-DQVHQ reacts with
astonishment. In 2009 he read in Resource that the
building fell short on ﬁre safety. So is it safe to use it
as a student residence? %9 suggests that he has
overlooked some information: ‘It’s being renovated
now. After that the building will meet ﬁre safety
requirements.’ 3DWULFN-DQVHQ sees his point but says
it still doesn’t add up. He doesn’t believe it can be
proﬁtable to renovate the building for ﬁve years’ use
for student housing, if it wasn’t proﬁtable to renovate
it for use as a headquarters. ‘This makes me think the
ﬁre safety regulation were an excuse to get out of
Duivendaal.’

*5((.5+(725,&
It all started with a comment about Greece in our feature In My Opinion. Insulted Greek students leapt to
their own defence online. By now the discussion ranges
over the EU’s past and future, but it is no less explosive.
After three weeks, dozens of emails and nearly ﬁfty
reactions online, the end is still not in sight. There is
still a debate on our site about the extent to which the
Netherlands beneﬁts from the economic
rescue plan for Greece. Greek students
also question whether the Dutch
understand how much social suﬀering
the Greek crisis has brought with it. It
is a heated argument, with macro-economic
theory and philosophy ﬂying around, sometimes
laced with nice fallacies and stereotypes. Do
come and join in the discussion but beware: it
is not for sensitive souls.
ILLUSTRATIE: ESTHER BROUWER

Student housing is to be created in the former
administrative headquarters of Wageningen
UR on the Costerweg in Wageningen. So

someone could soon be living in board chair Aalt Dijkhuizen’s old oﬃce.
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Family home / The outer ring of Rijnveste consists largely of student houses with four to six bedrooms,
a communal room, kitchen and a small outdoor area. Reminding you of? Exactly, a family home. ‘We are
building with the next 50 years in mind,’ explains Idealis. ‘Student numbers could go down in that time. Then
you could quite easily convert the complex for use by other target groups.’
This makes Rijnveste relatively expensive, at between 310 and 350 euros per room. Is that handy at a time
when student grants are being scrapped? ‘According to our research there is a clear demand for this category
of rooms,’ says Bart van As of Idealis. ‘It was somewhat lacking in our repertoire. What is more, the price is
extraordinary reasonable if you look at similar rooms in the big cities.’

All mixed up / The complex includes 64 self-contained rooms 272 rooms with shared facilities and 9
apartments. This way Rijnveste can cater for all types of student – which is the whole idea. It is Idealis’s
aim to be working with a new model by 2016: one in which Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD students of all
nationalities are all mixed up together. Rijnveste is a pilot project in this respect. There are already 39
foreign students living in amongst the Dutch students.

Sustainable / You shouldn’t leave sustainability
to user behaviour, says Bart van As. ‘Students are
just not in the right stage of life to be disciplined
about turning oﬀ radiators and lights.’ So systems
are installed that do not depend on collaboration:
movement sensors, for instance, or led lights, watersaving taps and solar boilers to provide hot water.
There is a wind turbine on the roof which should
provide enough electricity for the public lighting. All
this sustainability beneﬁts the residents too: they pay
70 euros in service costs as opposed to 100 in the star
ﬂats.

Trendy living
The new Rijnveste complex is a special addition to Idealis’s range of
housing options. Its small scale and the possibility of sharing a unit with
friends gives Rijnveste the feel of a village. A tour of the complex, which
will be oﬃcially opened at the beginning of June.
text: Rob Goossens / photos: Guy Ackermans

30augustus
May 20132009
RESOURCE — 27

(5(6SLQGG



features << 13

Pergolas / The pergolas
are made of untreated oak.
This ﬁts with the fortress
idea and is also fairly
indestructible, says Ubels.
‘You can lean bikes against
it or sit on it in a group.
The wood can withstand
that and its appearance
only improves.’

Bricks / The brick on the outside comes from
antique coal-ﬁred ovens from which every brick
comes out a diﬀerent shape and colour.

Fortress / The plan of the new complex is based on a fortress, explains architect Reinier Ubels. The
outside looks massive and imposing and has its own ‘moat’. On the inside there is an accessible
square with light colours and a far less formal style. Whereas geometric shapes dominate the
outside, on the inner square even the street and the parking places are organic in shape. The
gardens are side by side and border the common inner area. This gives it the feel of a village.

Bike-friendly / The design of the
Rijnveste includes a special place
for every student’s holy cow: the
bike. There are four bike racks for
every three students. The extra one
is for visitors and also to allow for
the familiar phenomenon of ‘ghost
bikes’: the old crocks that turn out
after months to have come from
nowhere and belong to no one.
The bike racks are less than
ﬁve metres from the front door.
‘Otherwise informal parking
places get created closer to the
entrance,’ says Van As. The cyclist’s
convenience has been taken into
consideration too: a few metres
from the entrance there is a pole
with a knob for opening the front
door. No more ﬁddling around with
an ill-ﬁtting key.

With thanks to Idealis (Corina van Dijk and Bart van As) and MIX architecture (Reinier Ubels and Joop van Brummelen)

Moat / The moat is fed by rainwater from the site and the buildings.
Better for the groundwater levels and ecologically sound.
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The memory
of sand
Sand has a memory. At least, part of it does, when considered in the right
light. Jakob Wallinga, professor of Soil Geography and Landscape, knows
all about it. He uses luminescence dating to penetrate deep into the
memory of the landscape.
text: Roelof Kleis / photo: Guy Ackermans

W

e all know from watching an hourglass
that you can use sand to measure time.
And quite accurately too, if the instrument
is well calibrated. But sand is a clock in
itself, apparently. Approximately one in
ten grains of sand can be used to measure time. The

IN A GRAIN OF SAND
The memory of sand
depends on luminescence,
the emission of light. It
works like this. Soil is
naturally slightly radioactive, due to the presence
of the radioactive elements potassium, uranium
and thorium. Cosmic radiation penetrates the soil
as well, continuously irradiating quartz and feldspar, the main constituents
of sand. The radiations
causes the electrons in the
crystalline lattice to
become ‘excited’ and to
move into a conduction
band with higher levels of
energy. On its return the

electron releases excess
energy in the form of light.
‘The vast majority of electrons come back like this.
But a small proportion get
stuck in traps – small
faults in the crystal lattice
– from which they cannot
escape,’ explains Wallinga. ‘They get fuller and
fuller in the course of time.’
And bingo! You have got a
signal you can measure.
But you do have to release
the electron ﬁrst. Wallinga
does that by lighting up
the grains of sand anew:
optically stimulated luminescence. The surge of
energy excites the elec-

trons all over again and
they return to their original state, emitting light as
they do so. The size of the
light signal reveals the
level of radiation the grain
of sand has received,
known as the palaeodose.
Wallinga: ‘If you then measure the radioactivity of
the bulk sample as well,
you can calculate how
much radiation the sand
grains received per year:
the dose tempo. Divided
into each other, these
values give you the ‘age’
– the time that has passed
since the grain of sand
was deposited.’

technique that makes this possible is called luminescence
dating and is based on the physical phenomenon of
luminescence (see box for technical explanation). What it
boils down to is that a signal builds up in buried grains of
sand under the inﬂuence of natural sources of radiation
in the soil. And this signal can be measured. The size of
the signal reveals how long the sand has lain at that spot.
And in the dark, a crucial factor: once light is let in, the
signal is lost.
‘I’ve been doing this work for 15 years now,’ says Jakob
Wallinga, ‘but I still think it’s incredible that a grain of
sand can tell you when it was deposited at the place you
found it.’ Wallinga is the new professor of Soil Geography
and Landscape, and the specialist in the Netherlands in
the ﬁeld of luminescence dating. The arrival of Wallinga
brings Wageningen UR another specialist research lab:
the Dutch Centre for Luminescence Dating (NCL).
Wallinga set up this lab himself 10 years ago in Delft. The
lab’s move to Wageningen – an explicit condition for his
appointment – is still so fresh that the NCL’s website still
does not mention it.
HERMETICALLY SEALED
Wallinga studied Physical Geography (Utrecht University)
and encountered the then relatively new dating method in
the course of his PhD research. ‘I got caught up in it,
really,’ he recalls. ‘I wanted to do applied research but
gradually I realized the method was not yet the way I
wanted it. So I focused more and more on developing the
method.’ When he had ﬁnished his PhD, there was clearly
a lot of demand for the applications of the new dating
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Jakob Wallinga reads the history of a landscape in a grain of sand.

method. Enough to warrant a post for Wallinga at the
Technical University of Delft. And enough for the
Netherlands Organization for Scientiﬁc Research (NWO)
to invest in equipment and research grants for his work.
A few weeks ago the lab moved into accommodation on
the second ﬂoor of Atlas. Only an A4 sheet of paper with
NLC on it betrays its presence. The lab is hermetically
sealed against light from outside. A visitor ﬁrst has to pass
through a kind of capsule in which it is pitch dark.
Sunlight ruins measurements. Inside the lab, the work is
done by the light of orange lamps. These have nothing to
do with the recent coronation. Sand is not sensitive to
orange light, explains Wallinga, while humans see well by
it. Making it a good choice.
Wallinga thinks his method will give a boost to research
on the formation of landscapes. ‘Landscapes change
under the inﬂuence of numerous factors: human beings,
the climate, extreme events, etc. If you really want to
understand landscape dynamics, you need to take
measurements over long periods of time. Processes often
take a long time and extreme events don’t happen so
often. C14 dating cannot always be used because there is
too little organic material or because you cannot look far
back enough in time by that method. That makes
luminescence dating a nice method for this purpose.’

IN THE FIELD
Wallinga’s dating technique
enables him to see a long
way back in time. ‘With
quartz we can see about
150,000 years back. Now
using feldspar we can see
500,000 years back. And
a postdoc is now developing a method by which we
can even go back a couple
of million years.’ On the
latter scale, even human
evolution and migration
comes into the picture,
says Wallinga. His own
doctoral research was
about the development of
the Rhine and the Maas
over the past 200,000
years. ‘Those rivers deposited a whole load of sand

which you can analyse
using luminescence
dating.’ The technique can
be used in the same way in
studies of coastal development, dune formation or
river sedimentation. Anywhere where sand is
moved around, in fact.
With the proviso that the
method only tells you anything about the last location of the sand. Every
time the sand is exposed
to light, the accumulated
signal is lost, the clock is
reset and it is back to
square one. Unless the
sand was moved in the
dark, of course.

JURASSIC
CAMPUS
Fifty thousand years ago
the current campus was
a swamp. Amsterdam
palaeo-ecologist Bas
van Geel established
this by studying peat
samples from the site
where the Forum now
stands. One of the
methods he used for the
dating was Wallinga’s.
research reported on
this study under the
headline Jurassic
Campus (available on
our website).
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DANCING AGAINST MONSANTO
For a moment it seemed like the return of the 1970s in Wageningen. On Saturday 25
May exuberant demonstrators danced on the grass in front of the former WUR headquarters at Duivendaal. They had a lot of fun, partly thanks to the sunshine and the
cheerful music coming from the speakers. The demonstrators were here for the ‘March
against Monsanto’, a global protest against the chemical and biotech giant’s allegedly
damaging policy and abuse of power. Between 1500 and 2000 people marched
through Wageningen town centre with banners, ending with lay wreaths for Monsantso’s ‘victims’. According to the police, the demonstration was orderly and there was
good collaboration between the police and the organizers. RR / Photo Guy Ackermans
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Noordwest. There
was no choice but to
encroach on the
Binnenveld. An out-oftown suburb that
symbolizes
Wageningen’s space
shortage. With thanks
to Wageningen UR.

De Born, a campus under
construction. Teaching,
research and (in future)
housing in one place. A real
City of Life Sciences. To the
north buildings give way to
trial plots in the
Binnenveld.

Star flat. Student
housing has dominated
the skyline in Wageningen
since the nineteen
sixties with the highrise
star-shaped flats. Which
student hasn’t lived
there?

Agrobusinesspark. Wageningen has
little industry, due to the shortage of
space. An exception was made in the
20th century for agriculture-related
businesses. The best-known resident
company is MeteoConsult.

Nieuw Kortenoord.
Wageningen’s latest residential
neighbourhood. Here stood the
Entomology department. Only the
artwork is left to show for it, like
this Horn of Plenty.

Duivendaal, the
first expansion of the
growing agricultural college.
Trial plots, student housing
and teaching facilities in one
place. Wageningen’s first
campus, in fact. Soon
students will be living in the
former administrative
centre.

De Dreijen as a campus never really
materialized. Now it is emptying out at a fast
rate. In a few years it will be Wageningen’s latest
large residential neighbourhood. The arboreta
around it will stay.

Het Bassecour, the
cradle of Wageningen UR. The
national agricultural college
started here in 1877. It was
the administrative
headquarters.

The Surveying
department. Almost all
the historic building in
Wageningen have some
connection with Wageningen
UR. National monuments
such as Blaauw’s Ship, the
surveying labs, and the
Microbiology, Genetics and
Horticulture buildings.

Belmonte
Arboretum.
Long an academic
botanical gardens,
now an unrivalled
park. A striking
landmark is artist
Kees Kortekaas’s
metal flower.

30augustus
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The lie of the land
The map of Wageningen would not be the same without Wageningen UR.
As large landowners, for a long time the university and DLO had a ﬁrm
stranglehold on the city. The exodus to the Born is now creating some space.
But the price is high, says journalist Leo Klep.
text: Roelof Kleis / illustration: Petra van Berkum

I

n the recently published jubilee book on the history
of Wageningen, Klep wrote an interesting chapter
about the development of the town as a centre of
agricultural learning: ‘From secondary school to
world player’. This history has been a series of
expansions and land purchases. ‘Land has been crucial,’
emphasizes Klep. And the shortage of land in particular,
as the government bought it up for the university, research
stations and institutes.
It began as soon as the national agriculture college
opened its doors in 1877 in the Bassecour in the town
centre. One year later Duivendaal became Wageningen’s
ﬁrst campus, says Klep: ‘Straightaway, it was critical for
the development of the town centre, which was now more
or less closed off to the north. That made a natural
development onto the Lawickse Allee impossible.’
And this is how it has gone, ever since. Over the century
that followed the state bought one plot of land after
another, until a full quarter of all the land in Wageningen
was state-owned. ‘Land policy in Wageningen was in the
hands of the minister, really,’ concludes Klep. ‘And for a
long time that had an adverse effect on the relationship
between the university and the town. There was always a
third party involved that didn’t want to cooperate. The
ministry of agriculture was dominated by farmers. And
farmers do not sell land. Whatever the city wanted, it
couldn’t be done. In my opinion the state played a major
role in this.’
DE DREIJEN
The shortage of space after the war was ‘hopeless’, says
Klep. Inﬁll development was the only answer. Anywhere
there was space, institute and departments of the
university made their home. ‘The university was spread
throughout the town: bits of it everywhere. And there were
lectures at all the institutes so several times a day you saw

hordes of students cycling from place to place. Students
knew the town better in those days.’
The dream of getting everything together on one spot
outside the town has always existed too. As soon as the
Wageningen school became a higher education institute
in 1918, plans were launched for the campus at De Dreijen.
But because of the looming crisis they were only partially
implemented. Some of today’s listed buildings did go up
in that period though: Blaauw’s Ship, the Land Surveying
department and the Microbiology building. De Dreijen
itself only began to take shape after the second world war.
But it never became a real campus.
Now the campus dream is fast becoming a reality on de
Born, thanks to the merger of the university and DLO in

‘The nice thing about a university
town is the meeting of diﬀerent
worlds. You need the town for that’
1998. Meanwhile, the city’s space shortage is eased as one
site after another becomes available for housing
construction. At a high price, though, says Klep.
‘Wageningen’s identity as a university town is fast being
destroyed. When I walk through the town centre now I am
hard put to ﬁnd any signs of Wageningen being a
knowledge centre. Everything has gone. Wageningen has
sealed itself off from the campus. A sorry sight, to Klep.
‘Because what do we get in exchange? The Kortenoord
neighbourhood and soon another one at De Dreijen.
Garden suburbs, but I don’t think these are the facilities
the town needs. The nice thing about a university town is
the meeting of different worlds. You need the town for
that. A campus is no substitute for a town. But maybe I’m
too much of a romantic.’
30 May 2013 — RESOURCE
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For better and for worse
Wageningen UR permeates the very life blood of the town Wageningen. Although
the municipality and the university don’t always see eye to eye, the overriding
feeling is that they need each other. ‘Wageningen is really one big campus.’
text: Albert Sikkema

I

council for the City of Wageningen Party. His workplace
shifted at the end of 2011, from Duivendaal in town to the
campus. ‘I used to have lunch dates at the market, now I
go to the Forum or Het Gesprek.’ Others point out that
many WUR people ‘from out of town’ have started doing
their weekday shopping in Bennekom rather than
Wageningen, because it is more easily accessible from the
campus by car. This has put the city’s accessibility from
the campus high on the local council’s agenda.
FURIOUS
The relationship between the town and the university is
currently pretty good, say Bor and his colleague Jo
Soolsma. Soolsma sits on the town council for the Socialist
Party and works at the Wageningen UR’s Facilities and
Services department. The good relationship is largely
thanks to the current council, claim the two council
members, who are both in the opposition. For instance,
local authorities are working together with the university
to solve the student room shortage. Thanks to a fast-track
planning permission process, a new student accommodation complex is being built on campus as well as
hundreds of new rooms in town. And that, in turn, will
beneﬁt the economy and community of Wageningen.
Five years ago the relationship between local authorities and the research institute was a lot frostier, say
Soolsma and Bor. In one case, the local council was furious
when Wageningen UR sold a plot of land for an industrial

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

n the course of its 750-year existence, Wageningen
has only featured the institution now known as
Wageningen UR for a little over a century. But no
one living in Wageningen today would ﬁnd it easy
to imagine the town without students and researchers. ‘You can see the importance of Wageningen UR in
every aspect of our community’, says mayor Geert van
Rumund. ‘Whether it’s culture, student life, the economy,
or interest in sustainability – it all thrives on input from
people from the university and research institutes.’
The mayor notices it in his own job too. Every year he
speaks with all of the student societies, and he’s in touch
with one of Wageningen UR’s directors practically every
week. Usually at public ceremonies, consultations, or
when welcoming foreign delegations. ‘Wageningen would
be a very different community without the university’, says
Van Rumund. ‘The town is really one big campus.’
But this close relationship can also generate tensions
and clashes of interests. Last year, for example, the local
council was quick to ﬂag up its concerns when the WUR
presented its plans to provide the campus outside town
with student housing and shops. How will the job market
in the town centre be affected now the town’s main
employer is withdrawing to the outskirts of town? The
formation of the campus is already starting to inﬂuence
the town, Wageningers agree. ‘The high street is noticeably
quieter in the afternoons’ says Rien Bor, a student
recruiter for the university as well as a member of the local

The Sower, a gift from the people of Wageningen in 1926.

Aspiring Ceres members serenade the mayor.
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area to a construction company, while it was still in
negotiations with the municipality. The council responded
by creating a statutory requirement that, in future, the
municipality would have a ﬁrst option on any land Wageningen UR put up for sale.
This right of ﬁrst refusal didn’t actually have much
impact in practice, as the municipality doesn’t have the
money to buy up expensive land for development projects.
So a couple of years later, Wageningen UR again sold a
plot of land to a property development company to build
the new Kortenoord neighbourhood. Such moments force
the local council to confront the stark reality that its 80
million euro budget is eight times smaller than that of
Wageningen UR.
MOVIE W
Another issue that soured relations was that the municipality’s suspicions about the university’s intentions, says
Peter Veldman. Veldman, a consumer science student,
has represented D66 on the local council for the last 3
years. ‘At the time the council spent a lot of time talking
about the university but not with the university. When I
contacted a Wageningen UR representative, it turned out
that the university’s long term vision was not what the
councillors thought it was.’
Veldman is therefore happy that the current council
strives to maintain transparency and consult Wageningen
UR more frequently. Another positive is that WUR
representative Simon Vink now attends every council
meeting, sitting in the public gallery in order to get an idea
of the current issues in the municipality. Consulting each
other regularly leads to a decrease in suspicion and
improves relations between local authorities and the
university, observes Veldman. ‘You need each other.’ This
proved to be the case last year, when the continued
existence of the cinema Movie W came under threat. This

Public day Food4You in 2012.

ignited a debate over to what extent the university should
be responsible for services and facilities in town.
Wageningen UR decided to stop funding the cinema,
eventually prompting the municipality to step in and
provide assistance. After a considerable lobbying effort on
the part of the cinema, the university eventually agreed to
provide a modest contribution. ‘Wageningen UR is downsizing its cultural activities,’ says Soolsma. ‘It has fantastic
sports facilities but it’s pushing away cultural activities.
The tricky thing is: the municipality is also having to cut
its cultural budget.’
FOOD VALLEY
A major area in which the municipality and Wageningen
UR cooperate is in efforts to strengthen the knowledge
economy, under the auspices of Food Valley. But here too
the international knowledge organization and the local
authorities have a distinctly different perspective on
things. The local council sees itself as the heart and soul
of Food Valley, but the Food Experience Centre (the egg) is
going to be located in Ede, with Wageningen UR’s
blessing. The mayor of Ede, Van der Knaap, also wants to
bring the Food Valley headquarters to his town. ‘Ede is
taking over the project’, concludes Soolsma.
This feeds into an old sentiment amongst local
authorities about ‘those arrogant folk at the university
who think they can call all the shots’. ‘I recognize that
sentiment’, says the mayor, ‘but that doesn’t do justice to
Wageningen UR’s attitude. We may disagree over some
particulars, but we both want a ﬂourishing town with
good services and facilities. Of course I would be disappointed if the university abandoned the Aula in town,
and I think it’s important for Wageningen to remain a
centre of student life. But at the same time I think the
campus is fantastic and I’m proud of the way the university
has grown.’

Belmonte arboretum: from academic botanical garden to popular park.
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‘WAGENINGEN WOULD BE
BORING WITHOUT UNIVERSITY’
Of the city of Wageningen’s 750 years, the
university has existed for the best part of the
last century. What impact does the presence
of students and academics have on ‘ordinary’
townspeople? What would Wageningen be like
without the university?
text: Yvonne de Hilster / photo: Bart de Gouw

Johan Breet
Owns a bicycle shop in the centre
‘I get a lot of students in the shop,
often with something wrong with a
bike, and WUR staff ﬁnd their way
to us to. I think the presence of a
university has an effect on the
atmosphere in the town. It is a city
that feels like a village; a lot of people know each other
here and that makes it a nice place to live. The town’s
population is younger and more highly educated thanks
to the university. I wouldn’t be such a jolly bike repairman
if I was in Ede, where people are more religious and stiffer.’

Kimberly van Kuilenburg
Rien Spee and Janny Onderstal
Born and bred in Wageningen
Rien: ‘Without the university
Wageningen would be an aging city.
It’s nice to have all those students
around. I grew up with them and the
hazing rituals – the freshers used to
be shaved and sat ﬁshing in a drain.’
Janny: ‘My family used to rent out rooms to students. The
hazing rituals were always fun. At our place the lads used
to have to measure out the long corridor upstairs with a
matchstick. Now we live near the KSV and they always let
us know when there is something on there – very correct.’

Trees van Arkel – van der Kemp
Born ‘a long time ago’ in Rotterdam
‘People from outside Wageningen
coming to live here makes it nicer:
Wageningen people are not always
terribly friendly. It is true that
student houses are often a mess, but
that doesn’t affect me. During the
coronation students in the neighbourhood had a barbecue
out on the ﬁeld. No problem. I am nearly 89 but I was
young once too. When the dear things have had a drink
too many and walk home blabbering and yelling, it does
wake you up, yes. But you just turn over and go back to
sleep.’

Born and bred in Wageningen, shop
assistant
‘When I go out I do meet them
around the town – students. And I
have sometimes seen egg ﬁghts at
the bus station and other crazy
behaviour on the street. But it
doesn’t bother me. At weekends there is a girl from the
university working here and she is nice. She often talks
about parties. It sometimes sounds as though they do
more partying than studying. After ﬁve o’clock groups of
Chinese sometimes come into the shop. It can be a
problem that they don’t speak Dutch and their English is
poor. But some of them also ask at the till how to say
goodbye in Dutch.’

Tom Kool
Wageningen town centre manager for
retailers’ association SOW
‘Wageningen and Wageningen UR
are inextricably connected, and we
realize we need each other. The
university couldn’t do without the
nice town with its good mix of
catering and retail outlets. And without the university,
Wageningen would be very small. On the other hand, the
university wouldn’t have had much future without the
new campus. Students look at the facilities when they
choose a university. In the old days people were satisﬁed
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Public day Food4You 2012: Wageningen UR makes sure there is bread on the plate.

with a funfair, now they want a theme park like the
Efteling. You have to compete in the world. In these times
we all have to do our best to keep our customers satisﬁed
– in the university’s case, the students, who are going to
have their grants cut now as well. So collaboration will
only become more important. It is possible that more
international students will come, and we as business
people will have to make sure we cater for them too.’

Jan Rijkse
Wageningen resident and former
janitor at a primary school
‘It’s ever so nice, having all the
students around. In the old days I
used to go and watch the hazing
rituals. They used to have to cross the
harbour canal with a rope. Then we
would show that we could do it too. And on Thursday
nights my mates and I used to go for a beer in the Ceres
cellar or in a bar at the bottom of one of the tower blocks.
If you behaved yourself you were welcome even as a nonstudent. The university really livens things up here.
Without the university we wouldn’t have the Heerenstraat

cinema, the Loburg pub and so many other cafes – and no
doubt there wouldn’t be a Leeffestival either. Lots of
volunteers have something to do with the university – like
my neighbour, who studied cucumbers. And the university
provides work, so the people of Wageningen should be
happy about that.’

Annemarie van Holten
Works in psychiatric care
‘I have been living in Wageningen for
a year and a half, and it still amazes
me how many people have some sort
of connection with agriculture,
nutrition and the university. That is
probably why there is an eco-butcher
here and organic farms where the potatoes come straight
from the ﬁeld. And last year in the centre there was an
event with snacks and good nutrition and vitamins – what
was it called again? [The Food4you festival, ed.] It was
busy and at times like that you can see that the university
is a lively feature of the town. Wageningen may be small
but it does feel like a city and that could well be because of
the university.’

30 May 2013 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



24 >> student

INDEPENDENTS GET
FOUR SEATS

‘350 BAGS SWAPPED
IN ONE BREAK’

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

Who? Ellen Jansen,
Environmental Sciences student
What? Hands out sustainable
cotton bags in exchange for
plastic bags.
Where? A positive way of getting
people to use fewer plastic bags.

The election results were announced in the Grand Café in the Forum.

Next academic year, the Student
Council will include four
independent members. VeSte
will have eight seats. The four
seats for the Independents will
increase the diversity in the
council, which is something
VeSte particularly wanted.
A total of 2311 students cast their
votes in the election of the council
of students for students. That is a
turnout of just over 30 percent.
1601 votes, the equivalent of eight
seats, went to the student party
VeSte and the Independents got
652 votes, good for three seats. The
remaining seat went to the party
that had the most votes left over —
the Independents.
PREFERENCE VOTES
With more than 200 preference
votes, Bowen Tian made it onto the
council at the expense of his fellow
candidates Gilbert Atuga and Yang
Jiang. VeSte’s number 9, Emma
Diederiks, also missed getting a
seat. She was disappointed to hear
she would not be in the Student
Council next year. ‘I put so much
time and effort in, I really wanted
to do this.’ Gilbert Atuga seemed

less distressed. ‘I think the
candidates who have been chosen
are very capable. I’m sure I will
ﬁnd a new challenge.’
The Independents decided to
take part as a single list even
though they were all individual
candidates. They were expecting
this would give a better chance of
one (or more) of them getting into
the Student Council than if each
candidate had their own separate
list. Then the number of
preference votes was used to
determine who had earned a seat
on the Student Council, explains
Yingying Zhang, currently an
independent member of the
Student Council.

Members of the new
Student Council:
VeSte: Simone Ritzer, Xanthe
van Dierendonck, Anneloes
Reinders, Arvid de Rijck, Lara
Minnaard, Jaap Löwenthal,
Jildou Kooiman en Jeroen Roest
Independent: Wanjun Zhao,
Yu Huang, Daohong Yang,
Bowen Tian

NO ELECTIONS
There were no elections last year as
only 12 candidates in total had
come forward for the Student
Council. The student union Pulse
was unable to produce any
candidates. VeSte ended up with
eleven students in the council and
there was one independent
member. Later, two VeSte students
left to become independent
members too.
Over the past year, VeSte has
made efforts to get a rival party in
the council. The party for active
students wanted to concentrate
more on its support base, the
student societies. At one point it
looked as if there might be a green
party, an initiative of the
Wageningen Environmental
Platform (WEP). But this party
never made it because of a lack of
interest. Of the two candidates
who were interested in a ‘green’
party, one — Wanjun Zhao —
eventually got on the council as an
independent. LvdN

What inspired you to carry out this
project?
‘For the Empowerment for Sustainability course, we had to carry out
individual sustainability projects. I
had wanted to do something with
plastics all along because I’m very
against its use, but I also wanted to
be practical and positive about it. I
have been using cotton bags myself for many years and I noticed
that by doing so I don’t use any
plastic bags anymore. Also, swapping plastic bags for cotton ones is
symbolic: people doing away with
an old habit and starting to use something new.’
Are you doing this alone?
‘Fortunately, no. The Wageningse
Weelde, the umbrella organization
of sustainable entrepreneurs in
Wageningen, has donated a
thousand bags. Of these, 500 will
be distributed in their shops. The
other half is for me to give away
myself.’
Did it catch on?
‘You bet! I think I swapped 350
bags in one break. I now have many plastic bags for Albert Heijn’s
bag container, so people there
won’t have to use new plastic bags
RA
anymore either.’
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Personal branding: nonsense or necessity?

‘Personal branding is marketing
yourself,’ is how a speaker put it on
14 May in the Junushoff, where 250
students and 17 multinationals
met during Career Day. ‘When the
job market is tight, it is necessary
to stand out from the crowd.’ In his
view, job seekers are already doing
this unconsciously since they circulate much information about
themselves on the internet. This
enabled the speakers at the workshop to surprise some of those present by knowing where they latter
did their internships. A photograph of one of the participants in
a drunken state was also shown.
‘You need to be careful about what
you display, as this can work against
you as well as in your favour.’
According to the speakers, it is
important that job-seekers themselves keep control of the image
they are projecting. However, this
only becomes personal branding if
you work on your image actively.
The motto is: make sure you stand
out.
RECRUITERS
However, it was clear from a quick

CREDIT FOTOGRAAF

To have any chance at all of
getting a job in these harsh
times, you have to present
yourself as a brand: ‘personal
branding’ is the trend. But it is
one on which companies at the
Aisec Career Day appear to be
divided in their opinions.

In hard times you’ve got to stand out from the crowd.

round of interviews that companies present during the Career Day
have different views about the importance of personal branding. According to the recruiters, the importance of standing out from the
rest applies mainly to those in
marketing positions. As the pool of
available people for commercial
positions is quite big, it is important to be able to sell yourself well.
‘The base is the training background but a person must have a
commercial predisposition ﬁrst
and foremost,’ adds a recruiter
from ADM Europoort, a company
specializing in the processing of
oil seeds. To determine their

suitability, the company puts candidates through several rounds of
interviews and a psychological test.
CONTENTS FIRST
The recruiter at Cargill, a trading
company in agricultural raw materials, is less interested in personal
branding. Cargill prefers to work
with ‘hard criteria’. ‘You can only
get so far with personal branding
but if the proﬁle does not measure
up, that’s the end.’ He notices too
that in these times of crisis, candidates sometimes pay little attention to proﬁle requirements. For
example, several Greeks have recently applied for a management

position in which the Dutch language is a requirement.
At Koppert, the focus is on the
contents. As such, smooth talking
alone will not get you there. Wageningen students are much sought
after by this organic crop protection company. ‘The students have
more practical experience with farming companies and are less geared towards fundamentals.’
The conclusion: personal branding has its advantages, especially
for commercial jobs. But it certainly is not a trump card for top jobs,
because most companies will eventually also take a good look behind
KO
the label.

‘Haarweg peeping toms getting bolder’
Female students living in the
Haarweg ﬂats are best oﬀ keeping
their curtains closed. Several
peeping toms are on the prowl
again. The police are extra alert.
After several peaceful months at
Haarweg, peeping toms have been
spotted again. Police constable
Carla Quint is keeping a close
watch on the situation. ‘Now that it
is brighter outside, I am getting

more and more reports. Also, these
incidents are more worrying than
those in the past; the stalkers are
getting bolder.’ Although Quint
cannot give more details, she feels
that this observation says enough.
In other words, be careful.
Plain-clothes police oﬃcers patrol the housing complexes but the
chances that they will catch a peeping tom red-handed are small. Moreover, just looking is not a crime;

something more must be involved.
‘If the genitals are visible, it becomes another matter,’ explains Quint.
And yet, she feels that it is important to intervene early, as peeping
tom behaviour can escalate. ‘You
never know whether someone hasn’t
already got ideas about going a step
further,’ says Quint.
The police have not uncovered
any clear pattern yet, except that
the peeping toms operate mostly in

the evening or the early hours of the
night. The occupants themselves
can also take action. In December
2011, students managed to apprehend a peeping tom and turn him
over to the police. ‘Occupants may
call 112 directly when they spot a
peeping tom,’ adds Quint. More tips
from the constable: confront strangers found in the building, note
down the number plates of suspicious cars and, of course, keep the
curtains closed. NM
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TICKET
Booking a budget ﬂight? Do it at
the weekend when tickets are 5
percent cheaper on average,
according to research by Texas
A&M University. Why is that?

Business trips are generally
booked on weekdays while the
more price-sensitive tourists book
during their weekends. Air
companies know this and lower the
price at the weekend. Take
advantage of it.

COLA DETECTOR
Researchers from Alaska can tell
from someone’s hair how much
cola they have drunk. They do it by
measuring the levels of C13 in
protein. This built-in carbon
isotope turns out to be a usable
biomarker for the sugars extracted
from soft drinks. The method
should expose the link between
obesity and soft drinks. Because a
lot of people lie about how much
they drink.

Students and rector disagree on evening exams
The student council and rector
magniﬁcus clashed last week on
the issue of new Education and
Examination Regulations (the
OER). The council does not want
to approve the document yet
because of the introduction of
evening exams.
Because of the pressure on
facilities the university wants to
have the possibility to hold exams
in the evenings. This would only be
done in exceptional cases: about
10 to 12 courses per period next
academic year.
According to the student
council, students are opposed to
the introduction of evening exams.
The council argues that students
often have other commitments in
the evenings and are also not at
their sharpest at that time of day.

The council members want the
university to do its best to ﬁnd
other solutions. ‘Ten to twelve
courses per period soon affects
600 students. That is quite a
number,’ says student council
member Wouter-Jan van
Roosmalen (VeSte). ‘Of course we
would rather see the facilities
being expanded, but you could
also consider holding exams at the
Dreijen, spreading exam groups
over several smaller rooms or
looking for accommodation offsite.’
LAST RESORT
Martin Kropff explains that the
university prefers to solve its space
problems internally. ‘Renting
space elsewhere in Wageningen
and setting up the wherewithal to
run exams is very expensive. The

evening exams are really meant to
be a last resort and not a standard
option. Staff are not keen to
invigilate in the evenings either.’
He warned that if the council does
not support the plan, exams might

‘We are afraid that this
last resort will be used
more and more often
be scheduled during the revision
week. The student council
members emphasize that they
would like to reach an agreement
with the university on this. ‘But
because student numbers keep on
growing,’ says Wouter-Jan, ‘we are
afraid that this last resort will be
used more and more often. Once
we give it our blessing there is no
way back.’ LvdN

ITCH
American researchers have
discovered the itch molecule. This
neural conductor of itching is
called Natriuretic polypeptide b
(Nppb). The discovery brings a
cure for chronic itching a bit closer.
What we still need is something for
switching oﬀ the itch reﬂex.
Itching already?

IQ
The IQ test can be thrown in the
bin. A visual test using moving
black bars works just as well,
American researchers at the
University of Rochester have
discovered. Smarter people don’t
see better but are better at
processing what they see. Or, as a
the great Dutch philosopher Johan
Cruijﬀ once said, you’ve got to see
it to understand it. Got that?

PAINTING THE TOWN NEON A full 400 litres of paint
were used last week at Ceres’s Neon Splash party on campus. The party was organized in honour of the Wageningen student society’s 135th birthday. And it was a great
success, says president Zeger Kievit. Beforehand the organizers were ‘a bit stressed out’ because of the bad
weather, Zeger relates. ‘When it was still raining at ﬁve

o’clock and there was not a soul in sight, the tension
began to rise.’ But it all worked out in the end: by nine
o’clock there were about 1500 people at the party area
between Atlas and the Forum. They went at each other
with bottle of neon-coloured paint and were sprayed from
LvdN, foto Guy Ackerthe podium with paint cannons.
mans
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EPISODE 10 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<

Derk

Elise

Vera

Willem-Jan

The story so far: Vera has her eye on her sporty housemate
Derk. After the campus run something seemed to be blossoming between them, but Willem-Jan spoiled the moment.

ILLUSTRATIES: MEREL DE GRAAF

Bianca

Glitter shirt
‘H

ave you been pressing F-5 all day on Eduweb too?’
asked Vera. She was snuggled up on her coursemate
Marit’s bed with a glass of rosé in her hand. The rain
hammered down on the window but inside it was warm and
still smelled of vegetable lasagne.
‘Yes, really useless,’ responded Marit. ‘I don’t get why it
takes so long to grade it all.’ She was standing in front of
the window listlessly watching the drops sliding down it. ‘If
the weather was nicer we could at least have had a few
beers down by the Rhine.’
‘Yes, exactly, then I couldn’t have cared less that I haven’t
had my grades back.’
Marit grinned.
‘Then you would just have been chilling out with that hunky
housemate of yours. Is there any action on that front?’ Vera
heaves a big sigh and takes a big mouthful of her wine.
‘No, there is no action at all. Since the campus run he has
ﬂirted like mad but when I asked him at a party recently if
he would take me home he said he was going to do some
gaming with a friend. That is strange isn’t it?’
‘Yeah, that is really weird. Look, it’s already dark outside.’
‘It’s really ﬁlthy weather. If it is still raining later I am
deﬁnitely not going to that party, you know,’ grumbled Vera.
‘Oh come on, do,’ said Marit cheerfully, closing the curtains.
‘It is sure to be fun. Perhaps you can ﬁnd someone to help
you forget Derk.’
‘You are really terrible.’ Another deep sigh from Vera. ‘Okay,
okay, we’ll go. But then I do want to wear that glitter shirt
of yours.’ With a big gulp she downed the rest of her rose
and stood up.

While Marit was getting her shirt out of the wardrobe, Vera
took oﬀ her sweater. At that very moment she saw a
movement near the curtain. When she took a better look she
suddenly made out two eyes peeping through the gap in the
curtain.
‘Marit! There is a man standing there!’ Vera yelled. Without
stopping to think, Marit ran to the window and yanked the
curtain open. She found herself looking straight into the
eyes of a young man with his nose pressed to the window.
‘Clear oﬀ, pervert!’ she shouted. The boy started and ran oﬀ.
Stunned, they stared at each other. ‘What now?’ asked Vera
in a trembling voice.
‘Call the police,’ answered Marit resolutely and grabbed her
phone.
A little under 20 minutes later two young policemen
stepped into the room. ‘Which of you can tell me what
happened?’ one of them asked. Vera straightened up her
tight glitter shirt and smiled at the policeman. ‘I can,’ she
replied.

Resource follows events at Mortierstraat 14B

Living in Aalt Dijkhuizen’s oﬃce
Always wanted to know how it
feels to be the boss of
Wageningen UR? It will soon be
possible: Aalt Dijkhuizen’s oﬃce
is being converted into a student
room.
The old admin building on the
Costerweg, which has been empty
since the beginning of 2012, will
be used to house students for ﬁve
years from this summer. About 180

students will be put up at
Duivendaal. The building is now
being converted by STW
Nederland, a foundation that
transforms abandoned ofﬁce
blocks all around the country into
temporary student housing.
According to Pim Koot, director
of STW Nederland, no much needs
doing to the rooms in the building
to make them suitable. Extensive
changes are needed, however, to

create large kitchens and
bathrooms. The ofﬁces on the
atrium side will be used for these
purposes.
Making the building ﬁre-safe
will put a big hole in the budget.
The investment needed for this
was a reason for Wageningen UR
to shift to the campus, but Pim
Koot thinks his advisers have come
up with smart solutions. ‘We are
going to remove a lot of the glass

from the side walls at the level of
the atrium, creating two separate
wings and a covered outdoor area.
That will solve the ﬁre safety issue.’
Forty students are helping
convert the ofﬁces to student
rooms, in exchange for reduced
rents and ﬁrst choice of rooms. It
is also a chance to get to know
their future roommates. LvdN
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>> CULT
What?
Site-speciﬁc theatre
When?
29 May – 8 June, 19.30
Where?
Start at the big church,
Markt 1, Wageningen
More information?
theaterdeplaats.nl

Wageningen as a stage
Site-speciﬁc theatre is all the rage in the Netherlands these days. An innovative musical based on the book Soldaat van Oranje moves the audience
– stand and all – around the action. An open air performance of the opera
Orpheus and Euridice was staged on the lake at Soestdijk palace. And now,
in honour of its 750th anniversary, you can embark on a special expedition here in Wageningen. You shift on foot or by bus between eight iconic
locations to watch performances at each. And this is not just a show for
Wageningers; it is also by Wageningers, with about 400 amateur musicians, singers and actors taking part. Wageningen UR provides one of the
stages too. There is a show about unexplored scientiﬁc ﬁelds that lie
ahead, staged in the greenhouse at Unifarm. In the Forum Wageningen
choir Toonkunstkoor sing about the endless search for the truth. And at
Ceres student society the theme is – what else? – rituals. The most unusual act is put on at the Hoevestein student residence. Its balconies provide
the stage for a show involving mathematical lines dancing to music. There is input from students too, of course, with student orchestra De Ontzetting performing on the ﬁre escapes of a giant silo. RR
Tip us oﬀ about books, events, exhibitions and other cultural events that Wageningen UR ought to read about: resource@wur.nl

>> THE WORKS
‘AT THE END OF THE DAY
I WAS SHATTERED’
Who? Babs Ates, MSc student of Development and Rural
Innovation
What? Final internship with the NGO ASAM (Association for
Solidarity with Asylum seekers and Migrants)
Where? Ankara, Turkey
‘I really wanted to work with refugees on my internship. I had done it
before and enjoyed it. When I was looking for an internship there was a
great stream of refugees pouring into Turkey from Syria. So I ended up
with the Turkish-based NGO ASAM.
Although Turkey does not ofﬁcially accept asylum seekers from outside
Europe, thousands of people come in every year, mainly from the
Middle East. ASAM has been tasked by the UN with the job of preregistering asylum seekers in Turkey when they have just come into the
country. Later on the UN takes care of the full asylum application – a
procedure that can take up to six years. I wanted to know whether
refugees arriving from Turkey knew what was in store for them in
advance. To ﬁnd that out I interviewed a number of asylum seekers.
The interviews were quite heavy, emotionally. You are dealing with very
vulnerable people and that is hard. There was a woman of 50 from
Somalia, a mother of four, who cried all through the interview.
Afterwards people were often grateful for the interview. Because there
are not many people who really listen to their stories and respond to

them personally. But it still felt strange, because apart from taking the
time to listen to them, I couldn’t do much for them. At the end of a day
of interviewing I was shattered.
Luckily I could let off steam now and then. In the evenings we
sometimes went out for a meal or a beer with the people from the ASAM
ofﬁce. Those sorts of evenings were a very nice way to see something of
the Turkish culture. The hookah smoking was something special,
because it is a very sociable activity. Turkey is still a real smoker’s
country: if people don’t have a hookah to hand they light another
cigarette.’ JB
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wanted/on oﬀer
Oﬀers and requests for goods and
voluntary work for students and
staﬀ. Send no more than 75 words
to resource@wur.nl, with ‘Wanted/
On Oﬀer’ as subject, on the Thursday before publication.

MEANWHILE IN... <<
Meanwhile in Germany
In the news: the Champion League ﬁnal between Bayern München
and Borussia Dortmund kicked off at Wembley stadium, London
last Saturday. For the ﬁrst time in history two German squads
staged the ﬁnal. Bayern turned out to be the winner with a 2-1
victory and lifted their ﬁfth European Cup trophy.
Commenting on the news: Patrick Ilg, 2nd year MSc Urban
Environment and Lukas Rydzek, 2nd year BSc International
Development, both from Germany.
Lukas: ‘I’m from Dortmund, but I have been a fan of Bayern
since the age of four. I went to London for the match. I took a
long time to get there, by bus and ferry. But I didn’t get a ticket,
and there was no public viewing, so I watched the game in a
German pub with hundreds of German fans. It’s good to see
Bayern win. After the game I even got interviewed by the BBC
and a Germany TV station.’
Patrick: ‘I watched the match at home with my friends. I like to
see a German team in the ﬁnal, but I’m a fan of neither Bayern
nor Dortmund, so I wouldn’t pay 300 euros to see one of them.
I sympathized more with Bayern as they lost two ﬁnals in the
past three years, and they played so well this year. So I think
the result was fair to Bayern, they deserved it.’
Lukas: ‘I think Bayern will be dominant again next year.
German football has developed a lot since the European
Championships of 2000. Germany ﬁnished last in their group
in the preliminary stages, and that was a real wake-up call. A
lot of fundamental changes were made since then, for
instance the opening of youth football schools by all the clubs
in the Bundesliga. Now they have very good young football
talents my age.’
Patrick: ‘German football is getting better and better thanks to
the restructured youth system. They train young players
professionally from the very beginning and in return it brings
beneﬁts to the clubs, which makes them ﬁnancially healthy. I
think the Bundesliga is the best league in the world at this
moment. Even Barcelona is looking at German teams, to learn
from us. I expect more international football stars to join the
DP
Bundesliga.’

RUW committee members wanted
Rural Wageningen Foundation
(RUW) is a critically minded student society that gives students
and graduates the opportunity to
study the issues and current developments in agriculture and nature
in more depth.
If you are a student or recent graduate from Wageningen University
or VHL and you have an aﬃnity with
farming and nature, if you want to
help an idealistic organization and
like working in a team, then you are
the kind of person we want. We are
looking in particular for a new treasurer and a new chairperson.
INTERESTED? THEN E-MAIL: RUW@WUR.NL

announcements
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.
SRC: Call for papers
The Student Research Conference
(SRC) puts the spotlight on Bachelor’s research. Students from
diﬀerent disciplines compete for
the Student Research Award. This
year, the SRC will take place on 20
November at Amsterdam University College. The deadline for submitting papers is 8 July. This annual conference is a project involving
all 14 universities. It is organized
by the Association of Universities
(VSNU) at a diﬀerent university
every year. The aim of the conference is to get students interested
in an academic career. Students
from all academic and applied universities in the Netherlands and
Flanders can take part.
MORE INFORMATION: WWW.VSNU.NL/SRC..

Visioen Wageningen exhibition
Visioen Wageningen is the second
exhibition in the Mosaic Building
with the Vase in Wageningen, the

follow-up to Point of No Return. Visioen Wageningen is another joint
exhibition by the Platform of Wageningen Professional Artists.
Thirty artists give their views on
the past, present and future of Wageningen in the form of sculptures,
music, works in progress, paintings or some other form. Opening
hours: Saturdays and Sundays, 25
May to 30 June, 11.00 to 17.00.
Address: Binnenhaven 7, Building
with the Vase.
Peace of Minds Academy 2013
Students have until 2 June to register for the Peace of Minds Academy 2013, in which they will examine speciﬁc issues together with
youth organizations from current
and former conﬂict areas.The
Peace of Minds Academy 2013 runs
from August to December. The programme includes a ﬁve-day summer course, workshops, master
classes and excursions. The participants will present the ﬁndings
and results at a closing event in
which they get feedback from experts in the ﬁeld of international
cooperation and peace.
REGISTRATION VIA WWW.PEACEOFMINDS.NL.

Award for student entrepreneurs
Student entrepreneurs have until 1
July 2013 to register for the 2013
Student Entrepreneurs Award. The
best student entrepreneur, who
will get the title ‘2013 Student Entrepreneur’, will be announced on
Thursday, 5 September 2013.
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION:
WWW.STUDENTENONDERNEMERSPRIJS.NL

Postcode Lottery Green Challenge
Once again, sustainable entrepreneurs just starting up will have the
opportunity to take part in the annual international competition for
green business plans. The winner
will get €500,000 to put their
plan into practice. Business plans
can be submitted to www.greenchallenge.info up to 17 July. The ﬁnal is in Amsterdam on 16 September, when a jury chaired by Richard Branson will announce the
winner.
WWW.GREENCHALLENGE.INFO

Continued on page 30
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announcements (cont)
Secure Your Future
KIVI NIRIA, the Royal Institute of
Engineers in the Netherlands, is
organizing a competition in partnership with The Hague Security
Delta (HSD) and technology journal De Ingenieur for the best multimedia application in the area of
security. That can be an app, but it
could also be a game or interactive
website. Submit your multimedia
solution, idea or concept before 13
September to info@thehaguesecuritydelta.com.
INFO WWW.SECUREYOURFUTURE.EU

Rachel Carson Environmental Thesis award
If you discussed a topical social issue in the ﬁeld of environmental
studies in your thesis, you can
compete for the 2013 Rachel Carson Environmental Thesis award,
worth 500 euros. The competition
is open to students and graduates
of Dutch academic and applied
universities who produced a thesis
between January 2012 and 30 May
2013. The award is being organized by the VVM and a number of
environmental study societies with
the aim of raising awareness of environmental research among students. The deadline is 2 June.
INFO: WWW.MILIEUSCRIPTIEPRIJS.NL

Skills for a Circular Economy
The VVM, the Utrecht Sustainability Institute (USI) and ECO-job are
organizing an inspiring day for
young professionals, from 14.30 to
20.00 on 24 June, under the slogan ‘Working successfully for the
future’. Jacqueline Cramer, the former Environment Minister and now
the director of USI, is the main
speaker. The event will focus on
pitches with accounts of successes
and issues that have been submitted. The ﬁve most interesting issues relating to the circular economy will be the themes of the day’s
main workshops!
MORE INFO: WWW.VVM.INFO, SUBMIT ISSUES
TO BUREAU@VVM.INFO.

‘Sustainability in Duivendaal’ competition for students
The former Administration Centre
is being converted into student ac-

commodation with 179 rooms. STW
Nederland BV is oﬀering students
the opportunity to make the reuse
of the former oﬃces even more
sustainable by organizing a competition in collaboration with Wageningen UR and the Green Oﬃce.
STW will make 5000 euros available for the implementation of the
winning plan. The aim of the competition is to implement the university’s strategic priorities (such
as reducing the CO2 footprint and
being a trendsetter in sustainable
business practices) in the Duivendaal Administration Centre.

Junushoﬀ Theatre, the park, the
canal and Duivendaal. DJs will be
playing music and there will be various performances and lounge options. Admission free.
INFO: WAGENINGEN750.NL

agenda
Thursday 30 May, 11.30

THE KING AND QUEEN IN
WAGENINGEN

The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie.
Check www.wageningenup.nl for
all parties.

King Willem-Alexander and Queen
Máxima will be visiting Wageningen on 30 May, arriving at Hotel de
Wereld at 11.30. Then they will be
making a celebratory tour of the
town in an open carriage. The route the royals will be taking goes
from the 5 Mei Square via the
Bergstraat, Stationsstraat, Plantsoen, Walstraat, Nudestraat and
Havenafweg to the Rhine harbour.
There, they will be continuing their
tour of the provinces by boat.

Thursday 30 May, 18.00-23.00

Saturday 1 June

SEE WWW.PROJECTDUIVENDAAL.NL/PRIJSVRAAG
FOR THE CRITERIA AND SUBMISSIONS.

parties

MINICULTURE: “NOW’A’DAYS”

WAGENINGEN MILE

Music, art, eating, drinking, dancing and getting a haircut. That’s
basically what will happen on
Thursday 30 May. Miniculture will
be responsible for the music on
this special evening. The party will
be held in Bergstraat 24, a vacant
shop near the 5 Mei Square. Admission free.

The Wageningen athletics club
Pallas’67 is organizing a 1500
metre run. It starts on the
Generaal Foulkesweg, goes via the
Bergstraat and Hoogstraat to end
in the Markt. There will be ﬁve
starts between 18.35 and 19.25.
The athletes will be running with a
chip so that everyone can have
their own time recorded. There is
also a Mile run for teams: three to
seven runners from one club, ﬁrm,
school or study group run the Mile
together. Their position is
determined by the team’s three
fastest runners.

Thursday 6 June, 22.00-03.00.

UNITAS: ‘FINGERLICKIN’
PLEASURE CRUISE’
Unitas has managed to arrange a
unique party location. This year,
the annual Fingerlickin’ event will
be held on a cruise ship! Diﬀerent
kinds of music will be played on
three diﬀerent decks. Guests will
also be able to enjoy sexy acts and
dance performances. Tickets to be
bought in advance. The ship leaves
from Wageningen harbour.
INFO: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/VINGERLIKKEN

Wednesday 12 June, 16.00-22.00

BIRTHDAY PARTY
W750 SPECTACLE
Wageningen’s ﬁve-day long birthday party will start on Wednesday
12 June. Wageningen received its
municipal rights exactly 750 years
ago. The festivities will take place
on the festival grounds around the

INFO: WWW.PALLAS67.NL, WMIJL.PALLAS67.NL

Saturday 1 June

THE WAGENINGEN MUUR
The Wageningen Muur is a cycling
criterium over the Generaal Foulkesweg, Wilhelminaweg, Veerweg,
Westbergweg and Hesseling van
Suchtelenweg. At 16.00, there is
an individual and team timed race
for local cyclists covering 4.4 kilometres (2 laps). The 60-kilometre
race for amateurs will start at
17.00. The amateurs do 27 laps.
The 80-kilometre criterium for elites and potentials will start at
19.30. They will do 36 laps.
INFO: WWW.WAGENINGSEMUUR.NL

Friday 7 June, 20.00

ARE GENETICALLY MODIFIED
CROPS NECESSARY?
Wageningen’s international experts will be debating the need for
genetically modiﬁed crops, which
are so controversial. The debate is
being organized by the Independent Critical Student Group Wageningen, which is looking for clariﬁcation on this key topic in the global food issue. Location: Forum,
room C222. You are advised to be
on time given the limited number
of seats.
9 June, 14.30; 11-13 June, 21.00

HET MISVERSTANDT
The Wageningen student theatrical
society (WSTV) will be putting on
Het Misverstandt (the misunderstanding) by Peer Wittenbols.
WSTV is a society within the Wageningen Student Society Ceres. Het
Misverstandt is an extravagant
performance with music, songs
and theatre, all taking place in Arboretum Belmonte, Generaal Foulkesweg. If this has made you curious, visit www.wstv.nl or e-mail
info@wstv.nl for more information
and reservations.
WWW.WSTV.NL / INFO@WSTV.NL

Wednesday 12 June, 20.00

THE GRAND PHILOSOPHY TOUR
Philosopher and information specialist Bas Haring will be talking at
Ceres about our evolutionary desire to succeed. Why do we feel the
need to achieve and does success
actually make us happy? Bas Haring published the book For a truly
successful life in which he tried to
answer that question with the aid
of the theory of evolution. After
the talk, there will a debate involving the speaker and audience.
Philosophize with them about our
generation and our future!
INFO: WWW.SPC-INTHEWORLD.COM

Wednesday 12 - Sunday 16 June

WAGENINGEN 750
Wageningen will oﬃcially have had
city rights for 750 years on 12 June
2013. That will be celebrated with
a ﬁve-day long birthday party: the
W750 Spectacle. The area around
the Junushoﬀ Theatre, the park,
the canal and Duivendaal will
become park-like festival grounds.
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The programme has a diﬀerent
theme every day with a variety of
music styles, theatrical
performances, amusements,
activities, snacks and drinks. The
oﬃcial Birthday Party and start of
the W750 Spectacle is on 12 June.
The Neighbours and
Neighbourhood Day will be on 13
June: we are all diﬀerent but make
up one town. Welcome Back to

Wageningen is on 14 June, when
today’s Wageningen inhabitants
welcome the inhabitants from the
past. The Walk of the Ages will be
on 15 June, with a historical
parade and the City of Cultures
international festival. Finally, on
16 June, there will the Biggest
Children’s Party in Gelderland
during the Children’s Day.
SEE WAGENINGEN750.NL

RESOURCE
zoekt columnist

Wageningen UR zoekt:
Postdoc Bioprocess and metabolic engineering
AFSG Bioprocestechnologie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-BPE-0010

PhD experimental molecular genetics
AFSG Systems and Synthetic Biology, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-SSB-0016

Teamleider project control en -administratie
ESG Financiën & controle, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: ESG F&C-0028

PhD - Detection and use of QTL in multi-line crosses
PSG Biometris, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-BIOM-0026

PhD position ‘Linking plasticity in plant growth and defence with
dynamic insect herbivore communities: a new perspective on the
growth-defence trade-off’
PSG Laboratorium voor Entomologie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-ENTO-0039

PhD Viral Manipulation of Insect Behaviour
PSG Laboratorium voor Virologie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-VIRO-0004

Assistant professor in Climate and Energy Policy/Governance
(Tenure Track)
SSG Milieubeleid, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-ENP-0013

Assistant professor in Climate and Energy Policy/Governance
(Tenure Track)
SSG Milieubeleid, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-ENP-0015

Heb je originele meningen over de diverse Wageningse
ontwikkelingen en kun je daar scherp en vlot over
schrijven? We bieden je een platform met een prominente
plek in Resource magazine. Die plek, nu ingenomen door
vegetatie-hoogleraar Joop Schaminee, komt in augustus
vrij.
Met (ondermeer) deze column wil Resource discussie en
debat stimuleren over ontwikkelingen binnen Wageningen
UR en in het agrofood- en groene onderzoek. Het gaat om
21 columns per jaar. Interesse? Vragen? Mail of bel
hoofdredacteur gaby.vancaulil@wur.nl, 0317-482997.

Opening
20 June
The new language centre of Wageningen UR
would like to invite employees and students
to this fun and informative programme about
language. Speakers, quiz and drinks included!
Will you be there?
More information about the programme and registration

www.wageningenUR.nl/into

Horticulture & Crop Systems specialist
SSG Centre for Development & Innovation, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-CDI-0019

PhD position on Computer-Supported Collaborative Learning
SSG Educatie & Competentiestudies, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-ECS-0017

Docent Voedingsmiddelentechnologie
VHL Life Sciences & Technology, Leeuwarden
Vacaturenummer: VHL LST0014

Medewerker Mediatheek
VHL ICT & Mediatheek, Leeuwarden
Vacaturenummer: VHL ICT0000

Docent Constructieve Grond-, Water- en Wegenbouw (0,8)
VHL Land- Water en Milieu, Velp
Vacaturenummer: VHL LWM0006
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ILLUSTRATION: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Just looking, never buying
I live in a corridor with Dutch students and overall they are really lovely and open people. Until
the issue is about spending money… We already have thousands of euros in our common bank
account, but when we had to buy some new kitchen stuﬀ the decision took half a year. It was a
nightmare and it took some long disputes with stingy people before everyone realized that we
really need an oven and a fridge that actually work.

There is a Dutch saying that foreigners created: ‘kijken, kijken, niet kopen’ (look, look, but don’t
buy). I deﬁnitely recognize that. In big cities in the evenings many people stand in front of already
closed shops looking in the windows. In the beginning I was surprised, but in the end I ﬁgured
out that by window shopping they can enjoy stuff without buying it. Did you ever wonder why
Dutch people are rich? They just don’t spend their money!
In Bulgaria this is different. Bulgarian students would deﬁnitely not hesitate to spend money on a
common corridor. That’s also why they don’t have corridor money. If something has to be bought,
they have to collect extra ﬁnances. In general Bulgarians spend as much as they have and end up
with no money. So probably there is something to be learned from my corridor mates. Now we
ﬁnally got our new stuff, but I think that they will not spend another eurocent on anything for the
coming couple of years. Neshe Yusuf, MSc Food Safety, from Bulgaria.

Did you ever wonder
why Dutch people are
rich? They just don’t
spend their money!

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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