Graduating faster

No patents please?

International desk

Bachelor’s students are getting
their degree faster, shows the
Education Monitor. | p.6 |

Taking out a patent can be lucrative but
it is also difﬁcult, time-consuming and
expensive. | p.18 |

Create one central information point for
foreign students. Or is that pampering
them? | p.22 |
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What can you grow on Martian soil?

Green ﬁngers on the red planet
p.12
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labour of love

>> JOSE + MAKE-UP
Jose Steenbakker, Facilities and Services, coordinator of service desk facilities

‘I can turn you into a totally
diﬀerent person’
The Castra theatre, in her home village of Kesteren, is a regular customer. When the shows
start in April, Jose Steenbakker does the makeup. She has been doing it for 10 years. And she
still gets surprises. ‘It’s amazing how much a
couple of small things can change someone.
People become more daring. They think: now
I am incognito.’ It is always fascinating. And
outside the theatre season, she does it for
children and at parties. RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
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FAREWELL MAARTEN KOORNNEEF
He probably knows more about
the model plant Arabidopsis than
anyone else.

24

OUT OF ORDER
Six students repair bicycles every
Tuesday. Free of charge.
They are kept busy.

POOR IMITATION
Last year I got round to signing up for the coﬀee-tasting workshop on We Day too
late. I was going to make sure that didn’t happen again this year. Registration
started on 2 April. At 9 o’clock I opened the We Day page, dreaming of delicious
espressos and ristrettos. But coﬀee-tasting was not on the list of options. Nor
was percussion, nor was decorating cupcakes. The informal staﬀ fun day has
been toned down.
Pity, was my ﬁrst thought. Then again, if I’m honest I let We Day pass me by
more often than not. Every year we editors try to get a team together for the
volleyball tournament but we never manage a full team.
No time. Which means no priority. The deadline approaches, keep at it. Just
make do with machine coﬀee.
Gaby van Caulil

>> How could the Asian shore crab
displace its Dutch cousin, which is
four times its size? | p.9
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6/,00(''2:1:('$<
ð 2QO\VSRUWVDFWLYLWLHVZLOOEH
LQFOXGHG
ð ,QWHUHVWKDVEHHQZDQLQJIRU
\HDUV

We Day, a sports day for staff to be
held this year on 14 May, has been
slimmed down compared with
previous editions. The budget is
much tighter and all non-sports
elements have been scrapped. The
reason is the dwindling interest,
explains Tineke Tromp, director of
HRM. The event used to attract
about 2200 participants; this year
no more than 1500 are expected at
most. ‘You don’t reach two thirds
of the employees,’ says Tromp.
‘Everyone is different and you
should cater for that.’ So the event
is going back to its roots as a sports
day. Getting acquainted with
colleagues from other
departments is no longer an
explicit objective of the day and
coffee-tasting or cupcake
decorating workshops are a thing
of the past. So is live music.
'5233,1*,1217+(1(,*+%2856
Henri ten Klooster, head of the
sports centre and organizer of the
We Day, is disappointed. ‘The
event has proven its value over the
past 13 years,’ he says, ‘but like

:H'D\JRHVEDFNWRLWVURRWV

this, We Day’s function of
promoting social cohesion is
destroyed.’
Surveys among Wageningen UR
staff suggest that the cohesion
between departments leaves room
for improvement. ‘But people
hardly ever take a look at what goes
on in other science groups,’

explains Tromp. ‘Whereas
collaboration between them is
exactly what leads to synergy.’ Part
of the We Day budget has therefore
been reallocated to the new
concept of Dropping in on the
Neighbours. In March, employees
were invited to pay a lunchtime
visit to various departments for a

lecture or a guided tour. Tromp
also wants to encourage staff to
attend each other’s open days and
demonstration days.
So the functions fulﬁlled by We
Day in the past are to be split and
fulﬁlled in new ways. After the
sports day there will be an evaluation of the new approach. NM

678'(17&281&,/7+(5(,6$&+2,&($*$,1
ð 0RUHFDQGLGDWHVWKDQVHDWV
ð 1RVXVWDLQDEOHSDUW\EXWVRPH
JUHHQPLQGHGFDQGLGDWHV

Wageningen students get to vote
again this year for their own
student council. Last year the only
party was VeSte and there were
precisely enough candidate for the
12 seats, so there was no need for
elections. This year there is more
choice: besides 10 VeSte
candidates, there are six

independent candidates. Elections
will decide who gets to sit on the
council.
Conspicuous by its absence is
the green party that was proposed
last month by the Wageningen
Environmental Platform (WEP).
Chair Matthijs Kolpa found to his
disappointment that he could not
galvanize enough candidates into
action. ‘I put a lot of energy into it
but in the end there were only two
serious candidates. That is just not
enough. We decided that it was too
risky in that situation to announce

a new party with a great fanfare
and then just hope it works out.’
But the plan has not been
shelved for ever. The two students
who were willing to stand, Wajun

(OHFWLRQVZLOOGHFLGH
ZKRJHWVWRVLW
RQWKHFRXQFLO

for sustainability in the council.
There is a chance that they will
take up the initiative for a green
party again. It is not over yet.’
After a selection round, VeSte
has 10 candidates. Just like the
independent candidates, they will
be campaigning in the coming
weeks to publicize their vision and
ideas. The elections will be held
from 13 to 22 May. /YG1

Zhao and Yang Jiang, are now
standing as independent
candidates. Kolpa: ‘If they are
elected, they will really speak up
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ð 7UDGHXQLRQVDUHVRXQGLQJRXW
VWDŉ

There is no room for a pay rise for
DLO staff in the next two years.
The Executive Board is going for a
pay freeze in the collective labour

agreement negotiations. It says
market conditions are
deteriorating for DLO. Revenue is
falling and there is pressure on
rates. Thus the Ministry of
Economic Affairs will be spending
less on DLO’s research services in
future.
The unions have now made a
counteroffer of a pay increase of
2.5 percent plus an improved

social policy. For example, they
want job security and no more
what they call ‘reorganizations by
the back door’. Apparently, staff
with insufﬁcient chargeable hours
are losing their jobs via poor
evaluations in job appraisal
interviews. The unions say many
staff members are fed up with this
way of working.
The unions have now consulted

the rank and ﬁle about the plans in
meetings held at Wageningen and
Lelystad. More than 100 DLO staff
turned up on 3 April in
Wageningen and about 60 at the
ASG in Lelystad on 9 April. On 11
April the unions will be talking to
their members at the LEI in The
Hague. They will use this input for
their negotiations with the
Executive Board. $6

LQEULHI
ǋǋ,7

%LJJHUPDLOER[
A present from the IT department at
Facilities and Services: from now on
everyone can keep their e-mails for
longer. On 5 April, the storage capacity
was increased from 400 to 1000 MB.
Employee satisfaction surveys regularly
showed that students and staﬀ found the
mailbox too small. The IT department
also suspects that users are forwarding
their e-mail en masse to commercial
providers such as Gmail and Hotmail.
But information is much more secure in
the Wageningen mailbox, says IT’s
Esther Molenaar. ‘Data in the cloud is
often stored abroad and therefore not
covered by Dutch law. Then it is sometimes possible for the US government to
inspect the data under the Patriot Act.
That is why we recommend keeping
e-mails with information about research
data, publications and other critical
information within the Wageningen
*Y&
system.’

ǋǋ%$&.ɺ83

3RZHUIDLOXUHVFRXOGODVWORQJHU
Power failures on campus could last
longer from now on as there is no longer
an alternate cabling route. The existing

backup is not available anymore and
Wageningen UR does not want to install
new alternate cabling as this would cost
875,000 euros and the Executive Board
says the low risk is not worth that
investment. The old backup cabling
route meant that power failures never
lasted longer than two hours. In future,
electricity failures could last for up to
two days. Processes for which a power
supply is crucial have a backup
generator. No new backup generators
*Y&
will be installed.

ǋǋ58%,&21

1:2JUDQWIRUVSRUWKRUPRQH
Anastasia Georgiadi received her PhD
last year for her research in Human
Nutrition on fatty acids in relation to
obesity and diabetes. Now she has been
awarded a Rubicon scholarship by the
Dutch Organization for Scientiﬁc
Research (NWO). She can spend two
years at the Karolinska institute in
Sweden investigating irisin, the ‘exercise
hormone’, as a medicine for obesity. The
Rubicon grant helps young scientists
gain research experience at highly
regarded institutes abroad. NWO
$6
awarded 20 Rubicons in total.

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ
6&+$0,1((ǉǉ
6HOOLQJQDWXUH
‘Dijksma puts brakes on sale of nature,’ ran a headline in
Dutch newspaper Trouw last week. The State Forest Service feels obliged to sell off previously acquired through a
public auction in order to meet its ﬁnancial target. In the
coming years the organization has been asked to cough
up no less than 100 million euros, a demand made in the
government agreement of the Rutte I cabinet. The ﬁrst
plots are already on the website of Troostwijk Vastgoed:
16 plots of land in the province of Overijssel, with forests,
wooded banks and grasslands. Troost means solace. Great
name.
The authorization to call a halt to the sale of nature areas
was given by state secretary Sharon Dijksma during a debate in the lower house of parliament. The ﬁrst sale of
land outside the Ecological Main Structure will be evaluated, and conclusions will be drawn. I hope Dijksma will
draw the only right conclusion. Because how do you come
up with the idea of selling off nature areas? How irresponsible can you get? First you buy expensive, good farmland,
then you invest massively in a deliberate policy of impoverishing the soils. And then you sell off the same plots, now
reduced to cheap, poor farmland. Dijksma indicated
during the debate that the ministry could handle the ﬁnancial consequences.
With a group of students and an equally large group of supervisors I am now working on a book about the tensions
between economics and nature. The working title of the
book is Special offer on Nature, inspired by the nature-is-anuisance policy of the previous state secretary, Bleker. If
Dijksma changes course, we’ll change the title of the
book. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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%$&+(/25é6678'(176$5(),1,6+,1*)$67(5
ð *UDGXDWLRQUDWHJURZLQJSDUWO\
WKDQNVWRVORZVWXGHQWŊQH
ð %LJLQFUHDVHLQUHFUXLWPHQWWR
0DVWHUéVSURJUDPPHV

The rate at which Wageningen BSc
students are graduating shot up in
2012. The proportion of students
completing a Bachelor’s degree
within three years (not counting
dropouts in the ﬁrst year) was 34
percent last year, more than half as
much again as the year before that
(22 percent). This has emerged
from the latest Education Monitor
which came out recently.

According to the authors, the main
cause of the rise is the slow
student ﬁne. This spurred many
students to shift up a gear to get
their piece of paper in time. Only
to ﬁnd the new cabinet scrapping
the ﬁne at the end of 2012.
Sixty seven percent of the
students managed to complete
their Bachelor’s within four years:
a rise of 5 percent which brings the
university closer to its goal of 75
percent by 2015. This ﬁgure is in
the agreement between the
university and the government.
Wageningen wants to further
improve the rate at which students
graduate by offering them more

contact hours and interim tests in
the very ﬁrst semester. The
university is also considering
introduction a binding
recommendation on the
continuation of studies.
025(0$67(5é6678'(176
Because more students are
completing their BSc degrees,
recruitment to MSc programmes is
picking up too: from 1490 in 2011
to 1810 in 2012. The rate of
graduation from MSc programmes
is high, partly because in the
present system students can take
Master’s courses while studying
for their Bachelor’s. Once a hard

cut-off point between Bachelor’s
and Master’s is introduced, the
rate at which people complete a
Master’s is expected to go down.
Once again, last year saw a big
growth in Wageningen’s student
population. There were a total of
2197 new recruits, over 9 percent
more than the year before. International student numbers grew
too: from 747 in 2011 to 811 in
2012. They account for much of
the growth in the number of
Master’s students. If the trend
continues there will be more
Master’s than Bachelor’s
students in Wageningen from
this year. /YG1

678'(176029(,1725,-19(67(

$WWKHEHJLQQLQJRI$SULOVHYHUDOGR]HQVWXGHQWVZHUHKDQGHGWKHNH\VRIWKHLUQHZ

WKDQRQHWDUJHWJURXSLWZLOOKRXVHERWK'XWFKDQGIRUHLJQVWXGHQWVDVZHOODV3K'VWX

URRPVLQ5LMQYHVWH,GHDOLVéVEUDQGQHZVWXGHQWFRPSOH[:LWKWKHFRPSOHWLRQRIWKHVH

GHQWV

URRPVDQGQLQHDSDUWPHQWV,GHDOLVH[SHFWVWRPDNHDGLIIHUHQFHRQWKHWLJKWVWX

,QGHVLJQLQJWKHEXLOGLQJ,GHDOLVSDLGVSHFLDODWWHQWLRQWRVXVWDLQDELOLW\2QWKHWRS

GHQWKRXVLQJPDUNHWLQ:DJHQLQJHQ$QHZIHDWXUHLVWKDWVWXGHQWVFRXOGDSSO\IRUWKHVH

IORRURI5LMQYHVWHVWDQGV:DJHQLQJHQéVILUVWZLQGWXUELQHDQGHYHU\XQLWDQGDSDUWPHQW

IRXUDQGVL[URRPXQLWVDVDJURXS5LMQYHVWHLVDOVRWKHILUVWFRPSOH[WRFDWHUIRUPRUH

KDVLWVRZQVRODUERLOHUIRUKHDWLQJZDWHU

/YG1IRWRéV%DUWGH*RXZ

2867('67$7(6(&5(7$5<,61(:&',',5(&725
ð &R9HUGDDVSOHDVHGWKDW:DJH
QLQJHQKDVFRQŊGHQFHLQKLP
ð è,ZDQWWROLYHZLWKLGHDOVé

Former state secretary Co Verdaas
(for the left-wing PvdA) will become the new director of the Centre
for Development Innovation (CDI)
in May. Verdaas became embroiled

in a scandal at the end of last year
shortly after becoming state secretary for Economic Affairs. There
were questions about his expense
claims when he was a Gelderland
province councillor. He had been a
planning and development provincial administrator for the PvdA for
many years before that. He is
pleased with his new job. ‘I think
Wageningen UR deserves praise

for ignoring the negative media attention and forming their own judgement of my capacities. That is a
sign of conﬁdence.’
What does he have to offer the
ﬁeld of development cooperation?
‘I want to work with ideals. That
might be an overused word, but
even so... I want to use knowledge
to bring about progress in the
world, to work towards sustainable

agriculture and ﬁsheries based on
local conditions. How do you set
up local supply chains and get the
private sector involved?’
Verdaas will start in May by talking to staff to get a good picture
of the CDI, after which he will ‘extend the playing ﬁeld.’ He will also
be taking a course in English ‘so
that I can use the professional
terms properly.’ $6
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SURGXFWLRQ

If you like the theatre but don’t like
sitting still, then Expedition W750
might be the thing for you. This
musical to celebrate Wageningen’s
anniversary, with performances in
May and June, will literally transport its audience all around the
town. The eight scenes take place
in different locations that typify
Wageningen. Two of the musical’s
eight locations are on campus, namely the Forum and the Unipharm
greenhouses behind Radix. The
Hoevestein student ﬂats and student society Ceres are two of the
other locations. The remaining locations are the football cage behind Pomona, the church in the

market square, the Walle path along the dyke and the ﬁre escape on
the Agruniek/Rijnvallei silo.
Expedition W750 is a kind of total theatre in which 18 Wageningen dance groups, choirs, theatrical and music societies are taking
part; they include student orchestra
De Ontzetting and student theatrical society Pierrot et Colombine.
Each scene lasts 12 minutes.
The audience is bussed to seven of
the eight scenes (every evening, a
different group takes a break) in
yellow US school buses. In all, more than 400 amateur performers
from Wageningen are involved in
the project. The professional management of the project is in the
hands of Muziektheater De Plaats
from Arnhem. There will be eight
performances in the period from
Wednesday 29 May to Saturday 8
June for a maximum of 2500 spectators. 5.

:DJHQLQJHQéVWKUHHPDFHEHDUHUV,QHVGHOD0DU$ULDQQHYDQ:LMNDQG5HQDWD0LFKHO
OHDGDSURFHVVLRQRIPRUHWKDQIHOORZRIILFLDOV2Q$SULOWKH\SURFHVVHGXSWKH+LJK
6WUHHWIURPWKHDXODWRWKHVWHSVRIWKHFLW\KDOOZKHUHDQRIILFLDOSKRWRJUDSKZDVWDNHQ
7KLVZDVWKHILUVWWLPHWKHDQQXDOPHHWLQJRIPDFHEHDUHUVIURP'XWFKDQG)OHPLVKXQL
YHUVLWLHVZDVKHOGLQ:DJHQLQJHQ$PDFHEHDUHULVUHVSRQVLEOHIRUDFDGHPLFFHUHPR
QLHVLQFOXGLQJ3K'GHIHQFHVLQDXJXUDOOHFWXUHVDQG)RXQGHUVéGD\V
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TENSION
IN NORTH
KOREA

:KR"Maarten Jongsma
:KDW"Was interviewed
for a Dutch TV current
aﬀairs programme,
EenVandaag
:K\"Works with North
Korean potato breeders
and is one of the few
Dutch people to have
visited North Korea
several times

Did you get the chance to tell your story?
‘They ﬁlmed for two hours in Wageningen,
but on the programme there was only one
minute to show for it. They mainly wanted
me to talk about the North Koreans I know
who don’t want war. But the North Korean
leader seems bent on establishing that the
problem with the Americans that goes back
to the Korean war in the early nineteen ﬁfties
is still there.’
What do you mean?
‘You need to understand the conﬂict in its
historic context, which makes a lot of things
clear. The US does not maintain diplomatic
relations with North Korea and still has a military presence in South Korea. North Korea’s
military response led to the boycott. Imagine
if the US got out of South Korea in exchange
for peace. It seems to me that all parties
would stand to gain from that. Now a military exercise by the US creates anxiety and aggression on the North Korean side.’
Are you going again soon?
‘I was supposed to be going in May to arrange for four North Korean researchers to come to Wageningen. The North Korean authorities agreed to it but that was before the conﬂict started. I might postpone the visit.’ $6

6RUU\VLUEXWRXUFKHIVD\V\RXUJHQHSDWWHUQLVGLVJXVWLQJ

Q827(
‘Oh-oh #Wageningen city hall is full of mace-bearers.
And it’s D66 Wageningen’s surgery.’
Councillor and alumnus Peter Veldman does not imagine they have
come for his party (Twitter 5 april).
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Science Café

7$,/25ɺ0$'(',(7&20(6&/26(5
ð 7KHLQŋXHQFHRIJHQHVWXUQV
RXWWREHPRUHFRPSOH[WKDQ
ZDVEHOLHYHG
ð &RPPHUFLDOJHQHWLFQXWULWLRQDO
DGYLFHFKDUODWDQV

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

For individuals who are said to be
‘unique’, we all get the same
advice remarkably often. When we
are ill we all take the same pills.
We all eat in line with the same
nutritional guidelines. Scientists
think this may change in the
future, though. Michael Muller,
professor of Nutrition, Metabolism
and Genomics, thinks we can soon
expect a made-to-measure diet, if
we learn to understand our genes
better. On 18 April he will be
talking at the Science Café about
the nature and the nurture of
nutrition.
Ten years ago you wrote that
personalized diets were ‘still a
long way off’. Was your
cautiousness justiﬁed?
‘Deﬁnitely, and I still see it the
same way. Although we have come
a long way in the science since
then.’

0LFKDHO0XOOHUè<RXGRQéWQHHGWRVFDUHSHRSOHRUWXUQWKHPLQWRK\SRFKRQGULDFVé

Such as?
‘We now know that, although
the genome is ﬁxed, there is
plasticity as well. On our genes
there is a regulating ‘layer’ called
the epigenome. And especially
during the ﬁrst thousand days of
life, this layer reacts to the
environment ﬂexibly: there is a lot
of energy or a little, a lot of
movement or a little. So you
certainly cannot say: show me your
genes and I’ll tell you what to eat.’

On the internet there are
companies that offer detailed
nutritional advice based on a gene
proﬁle. Is there anything to be
gained from their advice?
‘No, they are charlatans, really.
Advice like that is extraordinarily
difﬁcult to give and is still only
possible for a few aspects. For
example, supplements for people
who do not easily absorb minerals.
And even for that the evidence is
very ﬂimsy.’

That doesn’t make things any
easier.
‘The day is indeed still far off
when we will give people
individual advice on what to eat.
But we do know that everyone’s
metabolism has an individual
capacity – determined by a large
number of genes. If you know that

Nowadays most people have a
good general idea of what is
healthy. Why should we listen to
personalized advice?
‘For that we should also
communicate with people in
individually appropriate ways. One
person can be triggered through
an app, someone else can be

capacity, you can remind people to
stay within their safe zone. You
don’t need to scare them with it or
turn them into hypochondriacs.
There is a broad range within
which people can be healthy.’

reached through the community,
and another person might respond
to a healthy cookbook like Sonja
Bakker’s. Scientists are not always
that great at communication and I
think there’s a lot to be gained in
this area.’
In our world it is easier to make
unhealthy choices than healthy
ones. Isn’t it more important to
change this environmental factor?
‘You can create incentives for
companies to produce healthy
food and not stuff children full of

è3HRSOHZKRNQRZ
PRUHDERXWIRRG
DUHOHVVYXOQHUDEOH
WRWKHWHPSWDWLRQV
RIFRQYHQLHQFHIRRGVé
rubbish. But you shouldn’t expect
to solve the whole problem like
that, considering we live in a free
society and economy. I would most
like to give people incentives to eat
healthily. And to use campaigns
that imprint the value of food on
children’s minds from a young

age. People who know more about
food are less vulnerable to the
temptations of convenience foods.’
Your research is known for its
complexity. How do you deal with
it?
‘That is tricky. We concentrate
on a few systems, for example how
a sensor in our bodies reacts to fat.
We study how organs respond
individually. The ultimate ideal is
to combine the ﬁndings into a
systems biology for food. But we
never have a simple message
saying: this gene or that nutrient
did it.’
Wouldn’t you sometimes like to
have some simple answers?
‘Of course, but we are working
on complex diseases such as type 2
diabetes. That is just the challenge
we face.’ RR
The Science Café on the theme of
‘Nature and Nurture in Nutrition
will be’ takes place on 18 April in
Loburg café. Starting at 20.15 (live
music from 19.45).
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Until the end of the last century, the
European shore crab ruled the roost along
the Dutch coast. But that has changed. The
exotic Asian shore crab from the Paciﬁc
ocean around Japan, China and Korea, has
partly pushed it out. Exit local crab then?
Probably not, thinks PhD student Anneke
van den Brink. Not even if climate change
effects continue.
New Zeeland born Van den Brink loves
‘those strange crustaceans with their
sideways motion and waving claws,’ as she
puts it in the foreword to her thesis. ‘They
are intriguing because considering their
small size they punch above their weight.
They are dynamic and tenacious and I like
that.’
1,&+(
Van den Brink studied the reproduction of
the crabs, their population dynamics and
their vigour as an invasive species. Part of
her study is about the Asian shore crab
which was ﬁrst spotted in the Dutch delta
and around Zeeland in 1999. The crab is
most likely to have arrived in these foreign
parts in ballast water or a ship transporting
shellﬁsh. This tiny crustacean (an adult

specimen is only a couple of centimetres in
size) managed to claim a place for itself in
no time. How did it manage to displace a
shore crab four times its size?
According to Van den Brink, the Asian
shore crab found precisely the right niche
for itself on the rocky sea bed of the
Zeeland delta waters. Here, the tiny
newcomer usually only had to deal with
young local crabs, generally about the
same size, which take shelter among the
rocks. The young crabs probably
surrendered to the more aggressive adults
of the exotic species. The fact is also that
the indigenous shore crabs were already in
decline before the arrival of the exotic
species. No one really knows why that was,
says Van den Brink.
:$50(56($6
The shore crab is not likely to be driven out
completely, though, according to Van den
Brink. It can survive in many habitats and
has been a successful invasive species itself
in other countries. Van den Brink: ‘I think
in the end they will both survive but the
European shore crab in smaller numbers,
perhaps.’ And what if the sea warms up
even more? ‘It is hard to say what sort of
effect that will have on the interaction
between the species. Rising temperatures
make physiological processes go faster.
Reproduction goes faster then too, which
can lead to a larger population. But that
applies to both species.’ RK

9,6,21ǉǉ
:K\IXQGUDLVLQJIRU6\ULDLVVORZ
)XQGUDLVLQJIRUYLFWLPVRIWKHZDULQ6\ULDLVQRWJHWWLQJ
RŉWKHJURXQGLQWKH1HWKHUODQGV/DVWZHHNWKH'XWFK
KDGRQO\WUDQVIHUUHGPLOOLRQHXURVWR*LURWKH
DFFRXQWQXPEHUIRUDLGRUJDQL]DWLRQV7KDWLVORJLFDO
VD\V7KHD+LOKRUVWSURIHVVRURI+XPDQLWDULDQ$LGDQG
5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ'RQRUVGRQRWOLNHFRQŋLFWHVSHFLDOO\LI
LWLVQRWFOHDUH[DFWO\ZKRWKHJRRGJX\VDUH

‘We donate money for the victims of natural disasters
because the people affected by them cannot do
anything about it. But we are not so ready to donate for
the victims of conﬂict. Conﬂicts put people off.
Although there are exceptions. The fundraising
campaign for refugees from Kosovo in 1999 delivered
more than 30 million. But the distinction between the
good guys and the bad guys was very clear in that case,
seen from the Netherlands at least. In Syria that is less
clear. You have a bad regime that murders and drives
out the people, but on the other side there is a motley
collection of rebels, including radical Muslims. The
image of good and evil is less clear.’
Where is the aid going to?
‘The aid organizations support the refugee camps
around Syria and aid comes into the country through
the capital, Damascus. I am worried that the people in
the war areas are not being reached. As long as the
border is open, you can easily enter the country from
Turkey or Lebanon. I do not understand why the aid
organizations do not carry out more ‘cross-border’
operations and deliver aid directly to the conﬂict areas.’
Is that safe, then?
‘There are aid organizations that work cross-border.
Doctors without Borders is working courageously and
have set up small hospitals in caves on Syrian soil.
And so is the International Rescue Committee, an
American organization that delivers emergency aid.
So for the time being they have to do without much
Dutch support?
‘Yes. It is terrible, what is happening in Syria but here
in the Netherlands we do not have a clear picture of
the tragedy of it. To raise funds for an emergency you
need a powerful story and images. The news about
Syria comes trickling in – so the money trickles in
too.’ $6

è7HQDFLRXVé
OLWWOHFUDE
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3 52326,7,21
‘The best, yet most diﬃcult innovation is
to apply what is already known’
Rianne Honigh-De Vlaming, who receives her PhD on
19 April in Wageningen
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The elderly run a raised risk of
suffering from loneliness. For this
reason, special attention is paid to
this segment of the population. An
active pensioner with many social
contacts stays healthier, does more
voluntary work and requires less
health care. Many municipalities
in the Netherlands have therefor
launched ‘intervention projects’ to
try to prevent loneliness among
the elderly.
But do these projects work?
PhD student Rianne Honigh-De
Vlaming evaluated a project in the
municipality of Epe. The ‘healthy
old age’project consisted of an
awareness-raising campaign for
the whole population and activities
for high-risk groups such as elderly
people with physical handicaps or

&RQWDFWZLWKSHHUVLVDJRRGUHPHG\IRUORQHOLQHVVDPRQJWKHHOGHUO\

those who had recently lost a
partner. There were several articles
in the local press about lonely old
age and there were posters, folders
and awareness-raising meetings.
3(5621$/$3352$&+
But the results were disappointing,
concluded Honigh two years later.
The media campaign did not lead

to a reduction in the amount of
loneliness. The reason: ‘Old people
did not relate sufﬁciently to the
communication materials,’ says
the researcher. In her view it is important to approach old people
personally. A good example is a
sub-project in Epe in which active
seniors organized activities for less
active peers. This attracted a lot of

participants because it clearly met
a need, says Honigh. ‘There is
social loneliness, meaning that old
people feel a lack of social contacts, and then there is emotional
loneliness, because they miss an
intimate relationship. This last
group is better served by a talk
group than by a bingo evening.’
Care for the elderly in Dutch
municipalities has been
developing at quite a pace since
the government introduced a
policy of decentralization a few
years ago. Epe is now going to
organize services for the elderly at
neighbourhood level, says Honigh,
who is involved in the projects on
behalf of community health
service the GGD. Her research
came from Agora, an academic
collaboration between
Wageningen University and the
GGD. She is due to receive her PhD
on 19 April from Lisette de Groot,
personal professor of Nutrition of
the Elderly, and Pieter van ’t Veer,
professor of Nutrition and
Epidemiology. $6

72;,&,7<7(67621%((6%(/2:67$1'$5'
ð ()6$GLVVDWLVŊHGZLWKEHH
ŊHOGWHVWV
ð 9HU\OLWWOHUHOLDEOHLQIRUPDWLRQ
DERXWEHHVDQGLQVHFWLFLGHV

Were the bee deaths in the winter
caused by neonicotinoids? No,
said a vast majority of those
present at the ‘Buzzing Toxicity’
bee symposium in the Forum last
Friday. The meeting was initiated
by KNCV (chemists), NVT
(toxicologists) and KNM, a
knowledge-based network on the
environment. But much remains
unclear when it comes to bees and
insecticides from the
neonicotinoid family.
Take the ‘lethal dose’ (the LD50

value) for a substance such as
imidacloprid. For honey bees, this
lies between 3 and 81
nanogrammes per bee. This is
rather inaccurate, says
ecotoxicologist Kees van Gestel
(professor of Ecological Sciences)
of the VU University. Van Gestel
says that this is because bees have
different sensitivity levels in the
various stages of their life. One bee
is different from another. There is
no dispute that neonicotinoids are
very toxic for bees, says Van Gestel.
‘But the effects observed in the
ﬁeld are not that bad. Observations
made in the laboratory often do
not tally with those in the ﬁeld.’
But the ﬁeld tests do not give a
complete picture either, comments
toxicologist Robert Luttik. His is

the vice-chairman of the European
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) panel
which assesses the risks of
pesticides. According to him, the
prescribed toxicity tests are too

è2EVHUYDWLRQVPDGH
LQWKHODERUDWRU\
RIWHQGRQRWWDOO\
ZLWKWKRVHLQWKHŊHOGé
limited. For example, the severe
exposure of eggs, larvae or pupae
to neonicotinoids was not looked
into. Neither were the effects from
using several insecticides
simultaneously considered.
According to Luttik, the tests
carried out made use of too few
hives. ‘To show an effect of 35

percent with the normal
conﬁdence intervals, you would
need to have as many as 74 hives.
Therefore, to show a smaller effect
would require even more hives.’
This would never have been
possible in practice. The EFSA is
now drawing up new guidelines for
toxicity tests.
Ivo Reossink of Alterra also
questions if the honey bee is the
right yardstick for testing the
toxicity of substances for
pollinators. The honey bee is not
the most sensitive pollinator,
according to his research into the
sensitivity of various bees. ‘The
honey bee can be used as a
reference, but you then need
correction factors as well.’ RK
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,0$*,1,1*7+($,'
The AID presented its new theme: Beyond Imagination.
In addition to the traditional activities, a culture evening, a presentation of religions, and a lecture on The
Hunger Project have been added to the programme. Do
our contributors agree that the programme is better
than expected?
-+ certainly doesn’t. Culture, mosques, hunger: ‘is
there anything in the programme that would actually
interest a new student? Or are people naive enough to
think that all the prospective students are coming to
Wageningen to sit around in a tea tent being politically correct?’ He thinks the AID is trying too hard to
impress with a responsible programme. Students
want simple things: ‘Just go drinking, have fun and
get to know each other.’ 0DUOLHV thinks that JH is exaggerating the importance of minor parts of the programme: ‘this is all about just two events in the entire
AID week.’ And who knows, there might even be a
demand for it: ‘Perhaps from ideologically inclined
students.’ She herself thinks the buddy programme is
a good idea to help bring new masters students into
FRQWDFWZLWKèUHJXODUéŊUVW\HDUV2XGHUHMDDUV strongly
disagrees with JH. ‘Personally speaking, a programme
of “just drinking” would have made me extremely
unhappy. In fact, I think the programme looks really
fun!’ Of course, it would be too much to expect us all
to agree.

&<&/,1*7+528*+7+(%5$,167250
The last Resource reported on the student
council’s campaign against the bicycle congestion in Wageningen. In the meantime, the
city council, WUR, and local residents have
been brainstorming. As have our contributors
online.

120,1,67(5
‘Should we get a new photo of minister Bussemaker?’
our editors are starting to wonder. So much political
news has been washing up on the site in recent weeks:
the binding study advice (bsa) for older students and
the social loan system. By now the exasperation is reﬂected online too.
This week .HHV is frustrated by Bussemakers’ enthusiasm for a bsa for
second and third year students.
Recalling her predecessors, Plasterk, Ritzen, and Deetman, he
muses: ‘Why do ministers always seem
to want to go down in history for dubious
reform programmes and weird experiments?’
,//8675$7,21(67+(5%528:(5

‘The traﬃc jam actually starts at 8.15 on the
Haarweg/Marijkeweg,’ explains +DDUZHJEH

ZRRQVWHU. ‘Much of the student population lives in
this part of Wageningen and they all choose the shortest route, along the van Uvenweg towards the
Tarthorst.’ Perhaps it’s time for students to look for an
alternative route, she suggests. -HURHQ also has a
good idea: ‘Flexible starting times [...] one class
begins at quarter to nine, another at nine o’clock, and
a third starts at quarter past. Drawing up the schedule
would be a lot of work though...’ 5RJKRUVWEHZRQHU
has some sympathy for the students’ predicament:
‘the shortest route is always best of course, unless
something gets in the way.’ He/she does have a creative solution: ‘Why not make an app through which
students can earn points or money by taking the route
along the Dijkgraaf? With current GPS smartphone
technology that should be straightforward enough.
Strikes me as a fun research project for Alterra...’ -+
and 'REHGDQL think the town council’s solution is simple and eﬀective: just dig some tunnels. Dobedani
does wonder if there is enough space, as it is too densely built up around the junction at the Bornsesteeg:
‘Yeah, that’s what you get for not thinking ahead when
planning your infrastructure.’
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Gardening on Ma
In a greenhouse in the Binnenveld area near Wageningen, ecologist
Wieger Wamelink is trying to grow tomatoes on Martian soil. Something
that could be useful for the ﬁrst colonists on the red planet. But can it be
done? Can you grow your own veg on Mars?
text: Roelof Kleis

H

e is not itching to go to Mars himself, says Wieger
Wamelink. Certainly not as long as you can only
get a one-way ticket. But the Dutch Mars One project, which aims to put the ﬁrst people on Mars in
10 years’ time, did give him an idea. Those pioneers will
need to eat. And you can’t take all the food you’re going to
need with you. So might it be possible to grow terrestrial
food on Martian soil?
The answer is simple: we don’t know. Funnily enough,
it is not something that has ever been researched. Not yet,
that is. Last week Wieger Wamelink and Joep Frissel ﬁlled
hundreds of pots with Martian soil ordered online and
seeds of 14 different plants, and placed them in the PRI
(Plant Research International) greenhouses in the Binnenveld. The seeds include tomatoes as well as rye, carrots, nettles, lupine, clover, ryegrass and cress. A bit of everything, all of them plants thought to be suited to Martian
soil. The soil used does not actually come from Mars, but
from a volcanic area on Hawaii where the soil is almost

identical to the samples brought from Mars by Viking lander 1. The only difference is that the terrestrial soil is a little more magnetic. Mars has a very small magnetic ﬁeld.
The experiment is quite simple: a question of sowing
the seeds and waiting to see whether they germinate
under terrestrial conditions. That would be quite something. Mars is not Earth (see side bars) and our vegetation
is designed for our planet, so trying to grow them on alien
soil could be asking for trouble. But Wamelink is optimistic. And his enthusiasm is infectious. ‘A Wageningen colleague emailed me to say he is going to order some of the
soil too and study its hydrological characteristics.’ But the
ﬁrst ever Martian farmer is realistic too. There is no
shortage of problems, such as the high aluminium oxide
levels in Martian soil. Some of this will be absorbed by the
plants, says Wamelink. ‘Will it inhibit germination? Will
plants die? Will the tomatoes be inedible because of the
aluminium?’ He does not know. ‘But ﬁnding that out will
be a nice job for Rikilt.’

Extraterrestrial experiment in

Biosphere
Life on Mars is a bit diﬀerent to life on Earth. Take the
atmosphere for a start. It is inadvisable to take a deep
breath because it will be your last. The atmosphere on Mars
is comparable to that on Earth about four billion years ago.
In other words; lots of carbon dioxide (95%), with some
nitrogen (3%), argon and traces of oxygen, methane and
water. Future residents will therefore have to live in an
artiﬁcial Earth atmosphere. Some experience has been
obtained with this, the most famous experiment being the
construction of Biosphere 2 in the American state of
Arizona. This is a gigantic closed ecosystem including
humans. Unfortunately the project failed because oxygen
levels were not self-sustaining. But something can be done
about that.

27 April
augustus
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PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

Long summers
A year on Earth lasts 365 days, but Mars takes 687 days to go
around the sun. That is almost twice as long, making for much
longer seasons. What eﬀect does that have on plants? Not too
much, thinks Wamelink. ‘The length of a day is much more
important to a plant than the length of a season. If the season is
twice as long, two harvests might be possible. You ﬁnd that
happening in southern countries too.
The sunlight on Mars is less intense, says Wamelink, because of
the planet’s greater distance from the sun. Will that slow the
growth of plants? Hard to predict. Radiation is certainly
problematic, though. Mars has no magnetic ﬁeld so that ionizing
radiation penetrates to the surface. You have to ﬁnd a way of
repelling that, which is technically possible.’

ment in the Binnenveld. Joep Frissel sows seeds on Martian soil.

Gravity
Gravity on Mars is more than two and
a half times weaker than it is on
Earth. An adult man weighs a mere 30
kilos on Mars. The question is: what
are the implications of this for plants?
Does it make them grow faster or
slower? ‘I expect plants grow taller,’
says Wamelink. ‘According to
physiologists, in trees, the height to
which the sap can ﬂow is the limiting
factor for growth. You can calculate
that this means a tree cannot grow
taller than 120 metres. With weaker
gravity, that height will be greater. So
I think plants will be taller on Mars.’

Water
Plants need water. You can take it with you from the earth, but
that is an expensive way of doing it. A better option is to ‘delve’
for it on Mars. It is certain that there is water on Mars. As
research from NASA’s Mars vehicle Curiosity is showing this
right now. According to Wamelink, making the water available
to plants is no more than a technicality.
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Farewell for Maarten Koornneef

‘There is no plant we k n
more about than Arabi d
Arabidopsis is a major model plant for geneticists and plant breeders all over
the world. A less well-known fact is that the pioneer and foremost researcher on
Arabidopsis is researcher Maarten Koornneef. A sad moment when the time comes
to say goodbye to the expert.
text: Albert Sikkema / photo: Guy Ackermans

MAARTEN KOORNNEEF
Born September 1950
1968 - 1974 MSc in Plant
Breeding and Genetics
at Wageningen
1982 PhD thesis on Arabidopsis
1983 He published the
ﬁrst genetic map of Arabidopsis – a classic
1992 personal professor
1997 Member of Dutch
National Academy of
Sciences KNAW
1998 Member of the US
National Academy of
Sciences (one of few
foreign scientists to be
appointed members)

H

e is the leading expert in the ﬁeld of Arabidopsis research, say Wageningen colleagues who
nominated him in 2004 as the greatest Wageninger of all times. A world authority who is
among the most cited plant scientists. But that
is heaping too much praise on him, in Koornneef’s own
view. ‘I have problems with the very many kind words
spoken. I am not really very different to my Wageningen
colleagues.’
Koornneef has worked at Wageningen for over 35 years.
As a young researcher he worked with his students to
sequence the genome of Arabidopsis (Arabidopsis
thaliana), which then became the model plant of choice
for geneticists, molecular biologists and plant breeders
around the world. For the last 20 years he has been
personal professor of Genetics. He is still seen as the
expert and a fount of knowledge for the rapidly expanding
group of Arabidopsis researchers spread over several chair
groups.
MUTANTS
In 1983, he published the ﬁrst genetic map of Arabidopsis,
with 76 genes. ‘It was very difﬁcult to get the article
published’, he recalls. ‘Arabidopsis was not “in”.’ The
complete genome of the Arabidopsis plant was published
13 years ago. Now there are an estimated 12,000 plant
researchers studying this little plant. ‘We have about a
hundred thousand different mutants, in each of which
one gene has been switched off,’ says Koornneef. In other

words, there is no other plant about which we know as
much as we do about Arabidopsis. And there is no other
European researcher who has a better overview that
Koornneef.
‘The nice thing about Arabidopsis is that it has a small
genome, just ﬁve chromosomes and only 25,000 genes.
The genome includes almost all the basic processes you
get in other plants as well, which makes it very functional.
Through Arabidopsis we now know what role almost all
plant hormones play in the plant’s development. Our
knowledge about the development of the plant embryo,
germination, ﬂowering and root formation is based on
research on Arabidopsis, too.’
FRUSTRATION
In 2004 Koornneef left for the renowned Max Planck Institute in Cologne, which offers more scope for fundamental
research. ‘Not that I am fed up with Wageningen,’ he told
Resource at the time. ‘I have been well enough appreciated
here, but we didn’t manage to translate that academic
appreciation into research funding. That is perhaps my
only frustration.’ Since then, he has worked four days a
week in Cologne, where he was director of his own
research group and ﬁve group leaders, while remaining in
service at Wageningen University for one day a week. That
link is now being broken, with the start of Koornneef’s
ofﬁcial retirement.
Koornneef has not had his own active research group
and PhD students in Wageningen for some years; he
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i dopsis’
mainly supported others. He used to do this from his
ofﬁce crammed with piles of publications. If a colleague
got stuck in the genetics of Arabidopsis, Koornneef would
ﬁsh a publication out of the mountain of paperwork and
say, ‘read this 1963 article’. But that is all a thing of the
past now that everything is on the internet. He still has a
‘fair overview’ of the literature, he says. ‘He asks three
questions, you talk for ten minutes and he knows
everything about your research,’ says colleague Hans de
Jong. ‘He is a brilliant man with a lot of scientiﬁc intuition.
And he’s always positive, you know.’
COLLABORATION
He is very keen on collaboration between researchers.
‘You need to know your fellow players, tell each other
about breakthroughs and not play games but be open with
each other.’ This approach was common in the early days
of Arabidopsis research and ensured the fast development
of the science, says Koornneef. ‘To keep up with the
science, you have to tell each other which direction your
research is going in, long before you publish the results.’
Because research on Arabidopsis is about fundamental
processes in the plant, it is hard to predict the results.
That makes it harder to get ﬁnancing. Researchers often
have to promise more results than they can realistically
achieve, just in order to get their project or programme
funded, says Koornneef. ‘In projects, the freedom is
limited; you are operating in a political framework. You
state in advance what you are going to achieve: in three
months I’ll have this, in six months I’ll have achieved that.

Hans de Jong: ‘He is a brilliant man
with a lot of scientiﬁc intuition.
And he’s always positive, you know’
To do that you have comply with strict guidelines. But
science doesn’t work like that, as everyone knows. So you
often promise something you cannot deliver.’
Nevertheless, there is still genuine scope left for
creative scientiﬁc research, Koornneef adds. ‘In spite of

Maarten Koornneef: ‘There is still genuine scope for creative scientiﬁc research.’

those guidelines, nobody keeps tabs on the outcomes. If
you get four publications out of a project, nobody checks
exactly what they are about.’
Koornneef leaves Wageningen Arabidopsis research in
good hands. ‘My successors Mark Aarts and Joost
Keurentjes have three times as many PhD students
between them as my group in Cologne. Then can write
very good project proposals with an applied element to
them. Half of the plant physiologists at Wageningen work
on Arabidopsis, and several other groups do so as well.
And there is a lot of collaboration and personal contact
between the groups. That is Wageningen’s strong point:
the plant sciences are broad and the chair groups are not
dogmatic in their dealings with each other.’
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IN A HURRY
One hundred and twenty enthusiasts ran up and
down the stairs at the Forum on 4 April – all in a
good cause. Twenty teams competed for the fastest
time, which was achieved by Ibex Rocks. These
mountaineers were the fastest to cover 160 steps in
the preliminary rounds and in the ﬁnal. The Magic
Minions and the Sexy Strawberries raised the highest
amount in sponsorship, at 442 euros. And High Heals,
a team which ran in high heels, got the prize for the
most original outﬁts. The money raised through the
race goes to the two Wageningen teams competing in
this year’s Alpe d’HuZes, a cycling tour to raise funds
for cancer research. A total of 5500 euros was raised
during this evening. NM, photo Bart de Gouw

11 April 2013 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



18 >> features

Patenting science

The goose that lays
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s the golden eggs
A patented discovery can make a lot of money, not just for Wageningen
UR, but also for individual researchers. Yet not very many patents are
taken out. Are we wasting valuable opportunities? Or is it just that
science and business make uneasy bedfellows?
text: Rob Ramaker / illustration: Kito

E

nergy produced from urine, nano particles that
can track down allergens, genes that can make
potatoes resistant to fungal infections: Wageningen researchers make new discoveries every
year and enhance their scientiﬁc reputations by
publishing them. But sometimes you can take it
a step further than that by applying for a patent. This is a
specialized document describing the discovery in detail,
with which there are all sorts of ways of making money.
Patents are supposed to stimulate innovation and
investment. If you succeed in getting a patent you have a
monopoly on your invention for 20 years. That is plenty of
time for recouping your investments. Without that
protection, the thinking goes, a competitor can ride on
your achievements by producing a cheap imitation of your
product straightaway. And this makes it unproﬁtable to
take risks. On paper everyone beneﬁts from a patent:
companies can safely invest, researchers have a goose
with golden eggs, and the public gets a constant stream of
smart new products.
In order to stimulate applications for patents, Wageningen UR started rewarding the inventers themselves

from 2008. They receive one sixth of proﬁts up to 1.5
million euros, one sixth goes to the chair group and the
rest goes to the science group. But in spite of all the
incentives, there is not exactly a stampede to take out
Wageningen patents. In 2011 DLO’s patents raised three

You have to claim your patent in every
country individually, to the tune of
5 to 10 thousand euros per country
million euros gross. The income from Wageningen University patents was negligible. Is Wageningen wasting
golden opportunities here?
EXPENSIVE HOBBY
Let us start by making it clear that applying for a patent is
not as simple as is often believed. To qualify for a patent,
an idea has to meet an array of strict criteria. ‘The main
one is the novelty criterion,’ says Paul van Helvert,
manager of intellectual property for Wageningen UR. A
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PATENTS IN THE
NETHERLANDS
Dutch knowledge institutions are relatively modest
in their applications for
patents, a survey by the
Dutch patent centre
reveals. Leading the ﬁeld
in the Netherlands is the
Technical University of
Delft, with 157 patents
between 2003 and 2007.
In the same period, Wageningen University applied
for 27 patents, and Plant
Research International 37.
Wetsus and TIFN, two
institutes which Wageningen researchers work at or
with, applied for 19 and 16
patents respectively.
These ﬁgures pale in comparison with those of
Dutch multinationals.
Shell, DSM and Unilever
all applied for well over
1000 patents. But the real
frontrunner is Philips,
which obtained more than
10,000 patents in those
ﬁve years.

discovery has to be absolutely new and you are not even
allowed to have published it. In order to verify its newness,
Van Helvert trawls through both the scientiﬁc and the
patent literature. If he ﬁnds nothing, that is still no
guarantee. ‘It is almost impossible to exhaust the possibilities with your own search. For patents, everything
counts that has ever been published in any language and
anywhere in the world.’ So the patent authority might ﬁnd
a comparable idea somewhere and your application can
be binned.
A second criterion for a patent is that the idea should
be of commercial interest. ‘Applying for a patent is an
expensive hobby,’ says Van Helvert. ‘It can easily cost
10,000 euros.’ And in the years that follow, the bill mounts
up further. You have to claim your patent in every country
individually, to the tune of 5 to 10 thousand euros per
country. You also pay an annual fee for maintaining your
patent. Over the whole period the bill rises to somewhere
between 150,000 and a million euros. And if you are
unlucky, there will be legal costs on top of that because
someone challenges your patent. Meanwhile, there is very
little guarantee of making a proﬁt. You ﬁrst have to invest
in turning the idea into a lucrative product – all too often
in vain. Then you face all sorts of expensive procedures
necessary to protect your patent from infringement. This
currently happens ‘a few times a year,’ says Van Helvert. So
you need to weigh up the situation constantly. If a patent
no longer seems worthwhile you should pull out the plug
as fast as possible.
MEANS OR END
An additional factor is that Wageningen researchers often
do not really see themselves as entrepreneurs. ‘You
shouldn’t mix commerce with your public duty,’ says Cees
Buisman, professor of Biological Recycling Technology. ‘I
haven’t seen much good come out of that. Our standard
practice is that a patent is quickly transferred to a company. We then agree on a “success fee” of between 0.1 and
1 percent of the turnover the company gets out of the
patent.’ Buisman has recently become personally involved
in a spin-off. But up to now he just sees it as a complication.
‘It takes you too much time and carries too much personal
ﬁnancial risk. I don’t understand how those professors at
the University of Twente do it, with four companies at the
same time.’ Aart van Amerongen, DLO-researcher in

Wageningen patent:

NANO PARTICLES FROM CARBON
‘We have had a patent on nano microspheres made of
carbon since 1897,’ explains Aart van Amerongen, DLO
researcher in Biomolecular Sensing and Diagnostics. ‘We
got this idea because we were not allowed to use the
gold and silver microspheres used by Organon in
pregnancy tests. Our microspheres emit a black signal if
the test detects something. We use them in a range of
tests, for example for bacteria or aeroallergens such as
the baker’s yeast amylase that ﬂoats around in bakeries.’

Biomolecular Sensing and Diagnostics, has no enterpreneurial ambitions either. ‘I am a born researcher,’ he
says. ‘In a business you focus on just one thing. You have
to standardize it, apply and trial it over and over again, and
get it on the market as fast as you can. I know myself: I
would get bored.’
Wageningen UR holds a total of about 200 patents,
most of them new and waiting for a purchaser or a license
holder. On average, 25 new patents are added every year.
An unknown but much larger number are never registered
but go straight to companies.
Wageningen researchers see patents primarily as a
means of doing business with the business world.
Companies only want to invest in knowledge that is
protected, says Ruud Weusthuis, associate professor at
Biobased Commodity Chemicals and DLO researcher at
Food and Biobased Research. ‘If you don’t patent but just
publish directly, you lose options for applying your
discovery in practice.’ Cees Buisman conﬁrms this. His
ﬁnanciers want their funding matched with private
funding so he always does his research in collaboration
with companies. ‘And they only collaborate if you have
protected the knowledge.’
In this way, the research groups say they optimize the
beneﬁts from their discoveries, albeit by a roundabout
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route. Weusthuis: ‘The patent itself is not valuable, but it
creates possibilities for attracting new business.’ Companies buy patents or a license to use them. With this money
you can appoint new PhD researchers, for example.
KNOWLEDGE IS PUBLIC
Besides practical difﬁculties, applications for patents at
universities also raise ethical objections. ‘Call me oldfashioned, but I don’t think it is appropriate,’ says Henk
van den Belt, professor of Applied Philosophy. Knowledge
is public, certainly at a university that is funded from tax
revenues. Van den Belt thinks scientists should conduct
their work more along the lines laid down by sociologist
Merton, who says a scientiﬁc discovery is not the property
of the discoverer but of society. The scientist only gets the
credit for it. Van den Belt is afraid that the emphasis on
patents will end up inhibiting innovation. A monopoly
puts the brakes on research and makes companies lazy.
‘The business world seems to be addicted to exclusivity: a
withdrawal treatment wouldn’t be a bad idea.’
Van den Belt knows only too well that his views have
not been the prevailing ones since 1980. That was the year
in which an American law ensured that patents taken out

Wageningen patent:

FUNGUS-RESISTANT POTATOES
‘We have applied for a patent for a gene that makes
potatoes resistant to the potato disease,’ says Jack
Vossen, DLO researcher at PRI Biodiversity and Breeding.
‘We found the gene when we were screening wild
potatoes of the Solanum chacoemse species. The protein
involved recognizes the Phytophtora pathogen and sets
oﬀ a strong resistance response. Infected cells die
immediately in order to preserve the rest of the plant.’

Wageningen patent:

ELECTRICITY FROM URINE
‘We developed a technique for using energy-producing
bacteria to extract ammonia from urine,’ explains Cees
Buisman, professor of Biological Recycling Technology.
‘To date, ammonia is extracted by breaking it down,
isolating it and then reforming it. This process costs a lot
of money and energy. Until our patent no method has
been found for extracting it more cheaply. Our process
not only does that but it can even generate energy. I
think that’s great, myself.’

by universities were no longer the property of the
government but of the universities and the researchers.
This soon turned universities in America into entrepreneurs – and the Netherlands followed suit later. This
trend has speeded up in recent years because of the Dutch
government’s demand that more research funding should
come from the private sector. With the government’s
encouragement, universities try to ﬁnd new ways of
earning money from this sector, and one of these is
through patents. So Buisman disagrees with Van den Belt:
‘If a patent is paid for with Dutch tax revenues, the Dutch
should take a strategic view of where the proﬁts go:
through a Dutch company or knowledge institution.’ In
Buisman’s view, the valorization of knowledge is
strategically important to the Netherlands and can be
achieved through the newly designated top sectors.
But the patent world remains difﬁcult territory, as all
those involved know well. Technical disagreements about
patents can get way out of hand. Van Amerongen has ﬁrsthand experience of this. ‘In 1987 we got a patent on our
nano particles in Europe. It took until 1997 before it was
recognized in the US and Canada.’ There was nothing
wrong with the patent, but the American examiners kept
on rejecting the applications in the hope of stopping it.
Van Amerongen: ‘You have to be very well prepared for
defending your patent – ﬁnancially, especially. Big
companies have a lot of good patent experts and money.
You’ll always be the underdog in a court case. You’ll lose
even if you are in the right.’

Wageningen
researchers
see patents
primarily as a
means of doing
business with
companies
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HELP FOREIGN STUDENT
FIND THEIR FEET
The student council is campaigning for an international desk: a central
information service where foreign students can come with all their questions
about living and studying in Wageningen. Handy for foreign students who
can’t always see the wood for the trees? Or pampering them too much?
text: Jeroen Bok / illustration: iStock

Christianne Kerkhofs

Gonzalo Garnacho

Member of VeSte
‘Because there are so many sides to
an international university, we think
it’s time to improve the information
services. So we looked at how things
are done at other universities and we
found that they often have an
international desk. Of course we do already have the SSC,
but the staff there are not specialized in issues affecting
international students. An international desk is appropriate
at a university with international accreditation.’

Master’s student of Organic
Agriculture, from Spain
‘For me it wouldn’t add much. For
students from within the European
Union there isn’t as much paperwork
as there is for someone from outside
Europe. When I arrived in Wageningen, on the ﬁrst day of the AID, there were a lot of people
busy informing foreign students. I got information about
how to open a bank account, how to register at the town
council, and all those sorts of things. They even took me to
my new home. I was very happy with that. Apart from those
things I didn’t have to arrange much stuff.’

Angela Rocio Ortiz Camargo
Master’s student of Food Safety, from
Colombia
‘I think it would be very useful to
have a friendly place where international students could ﬁnd help on
all sorts of things, like ﬁnding a job
or things to do with housing. It
would be handy if all your questions could be answered in
one place. An international desk could also play a role
when you are looking for an internship abroad, for
instance. To ﬁnd a room there, perhaps, or to help you with
the paperwork. Now you have to ﬁgure out everything for
yourself. I went along to the SSC once because I was having
problems with my computer but I wasn’t treated very
politely.’

Abdulrahman Al-Fraih
Master’s student of Organic
Agriculture, from Kuwait
‘It think it would be a good idea to set
up an international desk. The university is getting bigger and bigger,
with more and more languages and
cultures. An international desk could
work together with ISOW, for example, or IxESN, so as to
have representatives from difference cultural groups. When
you go from your Bachelor’s to do a Master’s in a very different culture, it takes you time to adjust. Not everybody has
the conﬁdence to sort everything out for themselves. An
international desk would be able to help a lot of students
get used to how everything works in the Netherlands.’
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Yue Liu
Master’s student of Geo-information
Science, from China
‘An international desk could be
especially useful for translating
forms. Government forms are often
only available in Dutch. A lot of
students could use some help ﬁlling
those in. Wageningen has a big Chinese community and
when I arrived I could go to them to help me get started.
But they can’t help you with everything, so an international
desk would be welcome.’

Romy Appelman
Ex-board member of Wageningen
student union WSO
‘I am wholly in favour; I think it’s a
very good idea. It is well-known that
international students are a vulnerable group and have a lot to deal
with. The last remnant of the WSO,

the Housing Desk, helps foreign students ﬁnd a room and
apply for rent rebate. But the creation of one point they
could come to with all their questions is something I can
only applaud. It is good that the university is taking this up,
all the more so now there is no union to stand up for
vulnerable groups.’

Abebe Birhane
Master’s student of Development and
Rural Innovation, from Ethiopia
‘I don’t feel the need for it. It is part
of the challenge of coming to another
country to sort things out for yourself.
The experience you gain by doing
that stands you in good stead in the
future. Especially if you come from Africa, like I do, a lot of
things are very different here. And I didn’t come here only
to learn things at the university but also to get experience
outside it. If you have to follow up everything yourself, you
go to more places and learn more about how things work
in the Netherlands.’
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PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

FIXING BIKES
FOR FREE

VICTORY IN CLASSIC
BOAT RACE

Who? Frans Thomas (21), thirdyear student of Biology
What? Rows for Argo with Roel
van Ooij in the coxless pair
Why? Shone at the Varsity, the
Netherlands’ biggest student
rowing event
You came ﬁrst, which Argo sees as a
big achievement.
‘If you look at the ﬁeld we were in,
it wasn’t a pushover. In the ﬁnal
the whole ﬁeld was full, there were
six boats and all our competitors
were taking part. Wageningen
does not have as big a pool of talent to draw from as Amsterdam or
Rotterdam, so it is quite an achievement if you manage to win.’

It is mainly foreign students who make eager use of the free repair service.

It’s busy in the Forum basement
on a Tuesday evening. For the
last few months it has been the
venue for the Student Bike
Workshop: students who
volunteer to help repair your
bike. Completely free of charge,
except for the necessary spare
parts that is.
‘Have you ever patched a tyre?’
Paula from Colombia shakes her
head. ‘Ok, then you’re about to get
a crash course in patching tyres.’
At the bike workshop you don’t
just get your bike ﬁxed: you learn
how to do it yourself.
Founder Yves Prevoo: ‘We
provide people with a good, speedy
solution for their bike problem. In
addition, we try to make sure they
learn as much as possible so that
next time they can do it
themselves.’
The Biosystems Engineering
masters student is a born
handyman. ‘I’ve been tinkering

with bikes from a young age, it
comes naturally to me and it’s just
fun. I did my Bachelor’s in
electrical engineering in Delft
where they are all technically adept
and ﬁx their own bikes.’ In
Wageningen that turned out to be
quite different. ‘People asked me if
I could help them. Then I thought:
why not do this on a bigger scale?’
Through the international student
organization ISOW, Yves got in
touch with the WUR department
for information and recruitment,
where they saw potential in his
plan. The starting budget of 50
euros was easily arranged. ‘We use
that to buy spare parts, which we
sell for the cost price. That’s how
we stay in business,’ explains
Prevoo.
SUCCESS
The ﬁrst customers soon arrived by
way of Facebook, but the team also
got volunteers who wanted to help
out. Currently there are six active

bike mechanics who help about 25
students per day. Three quarters of
those students are foreigners,
which doesn’t surprise Yves. ‘Some
international students who buy
their ﬁrst bike here aren’t entirely
sure how to use it, let alone ﬁx it.’
He also has some remarkable
stories: ‘We sometimes see bikes
which have no brakes at all.
Recently a girl came by with a
wheel whose rim was broken in
four, it was held together by the
spokes,’ Yves laughs. ‘At that point
there isn’t much we can do either.’
Yves has big plans for the
future. ‘We can just about keep up
now, but if it gets busier we might
think about opening two nights a
week. We also want to get in more
parts, and in the long term we
might even start selling second
hand bikes. We’d like to organize
that soon – got to keep things
SdK
challenging.

And you and Roel haven’t been rowing together very long.
‘Indeed, we have only been rowing
together for four months. But we
do both have experience with other
boats and teams, so we know how
it works. During the training sessions we thought it should be possible to come in the top three. But to
come ﬁrst was more than we expected.’
Tradition decrees that a winner’s
supporters jump in the water. That
didn’t happen this year?
‘Earlier that day a cox on an eight
fell out of the boat for some mysterious reason. She was in the water
for three minutes and had to be rushed to hospital because of severe
hypothermia. Her temperature
had dropped from 37 to 32 degrees. It was then announced that
it was life-threatening to get into
the water, so no one did it. A pity in
some ways, because it’s part of it
LvdN
really.’
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Adventure in the Orient
Another 1000 euros: that’s how
much Anika Oppermann still
needs to raise, before she sets oﬀ
for Jordan on 27 April. The
German PhD student is participating in the Allgäu-Orient Rally.
Together with her father, she will
drive to Amman in 20 stages.

rally, participants are required to
complete various tasks along the
way. Anika is going to visit a school
for Roma children in Kosovo, she
is taking an instrument for a
Turkish music school, and
she is smuggling along a
tree to plant in Istanbul.
The trip will cost at
least 6000 euros, and
Anika wants to raise
half that amount
in sponsor-

ship money. In Jordan the car will
be auctioned for charity. Two
weeks ago Anika sold baklava at
the Biotechnion, and people could
sign the car for two euros. More
sponsors are welcome. Besides
money, they also welcome
donations for the primary school:
pens, pencils, notebooks, sport
equipment, children’s clothes, etc.
If you’d like to help, check out
NM
www.ﬂying-ratites.de.

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW
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She will be on the road for three
weeks and 7000 kilometres,
following a route which passes
through Kosovo, Turkey, Israel,

and Palestine. Anika has many
reasons for participating. ‘It’ll be
fun, and good for my bond with my
father. It’s also a great adventure,
and I want to contribute to a better
understanding between cultures.’
The car has already been
equipped with a bed in the boot
and a big box on the roof. ‘We’re
going to ﬁll that with as much
stuff as possible, which we’ll
give away en route’, Anika
explains. As part of the

Anika Oppermann with the car in which she will set oﬀ for Jordan later this month.

Exams often graded too late
Student often have to wait a long
time for their exam grades,
suggests a study by the student
council. In only 40 percent of the
courses they looked at do
students get their grade back
within the target time of 10 days.
This delay is the source of much
frustration. ‘It really is an issue for
students,’ says council member
Esther van Vliet (VeSte). ‘I have
experienced it often enough
myself. It is annoying because you
don’t know where you stand. If the
university says you will get your

grade within 10 days, you bear that
in mind when you make plans.
Besides, it is not nice to live for
very long with uncertainty about
whether you have passed.’
The ﬁgures from the survey
were a reason for the student
council to put the issue to the
rector. Esther: ‘Martin Kropff was
amazed by the ﬁgures. He asked
whether the study was really
representative. I was astonished at
the results myself – it was worse
than I had expected. But we
studied this across the full range of
programmes, from Communica-

tions to Molecular Sciences. The
problem is big enough to warrant
putting it to the executive board.’
Whether it can really be solved
is another question, however. ‘The
biggest delay is with exams with
open questions,’ says Esther.
‘Those questions are necessary in
order to see whether students have
insight into the subject. We don’t
want all the exams to be multiple
choice.’ Nor do the students want
teacher-student relations coming
under pressure. ‘As it stands, there
is mutual understanding. Students
understand that teachers some-

times need more time. And if a
student urgently needs a grade
back, he is allowed to spam the
teacher with three emails. We
don’t want that relationship to
deteriorate, and the rules shouldn’t
turn into a straightjacket.’
Esther does think small
solutions can be found to stop the
delays getting out of hand. Flexible
deadlines, for instance. ‘Multiple
choice exams should always be
graded within 10 days. You don’t
need any knowledge to grade
those, just alertness.’ LvdN
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NUTELLA THEFT
Nutella is amazingly popular with
bread eaters all over the world and
has acquired an almost mythical
status on the internet.
Perhaps this lies behind the
Nutella theft of last weekend.
Five thousand kilos of the brown
substance was stolen from a truck
in Germany. Thieves made oﬀ with
thousands of
pots with a
resale value
of 15,000
euros. So
watch out
for illegal
street
Nutellasellers.

BIEBER FEVER
Norwegian schools have changed
the dates of exams because Justin
Bieber is giving a concert in Oslo.
Five schools in Ålesund have taken
this step because they expect many
of their pupils would skip exams
otherwise. Oslo is 550 kilometres
away and the concerts are
midweek. The Norwegian minister
of Education supports the decision.
Perhaps Minister Bussemaker
would give students here a day
oﬀ on 1 May. Who is going to ask
her?

Hard cut-oﬀ point aﬀects all students
Even students who started their
Bachelor’s degree before 2010
are going to be aﬀected by the
new hard cut-oﬀ point between
Bachelor’s and Master’s programmes from this September. The
student council is afraid that
many of them will end up
needing extensions.
The hard cut-off point is nothing
new by now. It has long been clear
that students in the Netherlands
are now expected to ﬁnish their Bachelor’s degrees before starting on
their Master’s. What is unexpected
is that this rule is now going to apply to students who started their
Bachelor’s before 2010. Previously
the university had indicated that
an exception would be made for
that group of students. But the ﬁnal version of the new law rules
that out.
‘Very annoying,’ responds

spokesman Simon Vink. ‘We were
justiﬁably under the impression
that the new measure would only
apply to students who started their
Bachelor’s programme from 1 September 2010.’ According to Vink,
the university was only told recently by the inspectorate that it is not
possible to make an exception for
students who started before that.
DANGER ZONE
The student council calls the situation ‘wrong’. ‘The university
should have been more alert to the
law that has been passed,’ says
VeSte member Wouter Jan van
Roosmalen. ‘According to the university there are about 700 Bachelor’s students who started their
Bachelor’s before 2010. At least
180 of them will now be in the danger zone, sometimes because they
have already taken or planned to
take Master’s courses. We don’t

want a single student to need an
extension. The main thing now is
for the students who are affected
to be properly informed, and as

‘At least 180 students
will now be
in the danger zone’
soon as possible.’ The student
council is talking to the university
about possible solutions, says Van
Roosmalen.
Vink emphasizes that the university will make a point of helping
students who get into difﬁculties.
‘We don’t want students to be victims of this ruling. It will not be
possible to come up with a blanket
solution, however, because that
would be against the law. We shall
look at each case individually to
see how we can meet these students halfway.’ LvdN

WILLEM
Want to see a king close up? Now is
your chance. The newly crowned
King Willem-Alexander is coming
to Wageningen. He’ll be coming to
the square in front of Hotel de
Wereld on Thursday 30 May. And to
crown it all, he is bringing Máxima
with him. Exactly what the couple
are coming to do no one knows.
Doesn’t matter. Come and see
them!

NOSE
Here’s a bit of thoroughly
confusing science for you.
Apparently blood cells, the heart
and the lungs all have taste and
odour receptors. So say
researchers at the Technical
University of Munich. So your
blood can smell croquet and fries.
How crazy is that? And why don’t
we notice it at all?!

LETTING RIP WITH A LASER GUN
‘Don’t shoot, you’re in my team!’ At least 360 students
rampaged around the Forum with laser guns on Monday.
For one evening, the classrooms, corridors, balcony and
staircases of the second and third ﬂoors were not used for

educational purposes but for Ninja Laser gaming.
The gaming was organized by sports association
Thymos as part of One World Week. There wasn’t much
sign of ninjas but the students had a lot of fun. ‘Am I
LvdN, photo Lennart Verhoeven
dead?’

RESOURCE — 11 April 2013

(5(6SLQGG



student << 27

EPISODE 7 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<
h man, I am going to feel this so badly
tomorrow!’ groaned Vera as she and
Derk left De Bongerd on their bicycles. They
had taken part jointly in the campus race, the
running competition to ﬁnd new talent for the
Batavieren Race. Derk chuckled.
‘You did incredibly well,’ he said, and added,
‘For a beginner, I mean.’
They had trained together for the competition
over the past few weeks. Derk wanted, as in all
the other years, to see where he stood against
the best runners of the university, and Vera did
it because she could hardly get into her pants
after all the beers in the pub. Each morning
before the lectures, they had run a few rounds
on the tracks or along a stretch of the dike.
‘Well, seriously, you can be proud of yourself.
I didn’t think you would persevere.’
‘I didn’t either! But you really knew how to
motivate me,’ said Vera. Derk gave her a wink.
Chatting and cycling, they reached the Mortierstraat, where Derk made his famous pasta
carbonara. They ﬂopped down on the couch
before the tv, dinner plate on their laps.
‘Since you were champ enough to cover the
ﬁve kilometres within half an hour, the remote
control is yours,’ said Derk as he took a bite.
Vera zapped dexterously to some crime series
or other which Derk always watched. She wished they could spend the rest of the evening
together like this on the couch. During the
training sessions, Vera had noticed that not
only does Derk have a wonderful body, but he
is also extremely nice and not as pushy as

ILLUSTRATION: MEREL DE GRAAF

Rejection
‘O

most of the other young students she met in
the pub. With the campus race over, she did
not know if they would continue to run together, so tonight had to be the night.
While Derk stared at the television screen,
Vera moved closer to him until she could feel
his warm body through the thin material of
her jogging pants.
‘Derk?’ she whispered. Still keeping an eye on
the television, Derk turned his head to her.
‘Kiss me!’ Vera screamed inside her.
At that very moment, the door swung open
and Willem-Jan staggered into the room with a
beer in his hand. Vera and Derk jerked away
from each other. But Willem-Jan had already
summed up what was happening before him

and his upbeat mood vanished like snow in
the sun. For a moment, a hurt look slid across
his face, but he recovered immediately.
‘Yooo peeps, what’s up? he called out, a triﬂe
too jovially. ‘Which girly series are you watching now?’ He nestled himself comfortably
between Vera and Derk and took hold of the
remote control.
After three minutes of uncomfortable silence,
Derk stood up and stretched, aﬀording Vera a
glimpse of his tight abs. Derk met her gaze
with a sidelong smile and said: ‘I’m going to
take a shower.’ Willem-Jan saw Vera’s hesitation as to whether to follow him. With a voice
dripping with venom, he said: ‘I’m not interrupting anything, am I?’

Resource follows events in Mortierstraat 14B

Campus run: scouting for the Bata
The standard was high at last
week’s campus run. This race is
organized every year by the
committee of the Wageningen
University Batavieren Race team.
The main aim is to spot fast
runners.
And that was a success, says
Elske Lenis, Thymos board and
Batavieren race committee
member. ‘Some runners take part
every year, students from Tartlétos.

But this time we got a surprise
when a boy we didn’t know came
in second. We immediately
asked him to run for the
university.’
Last year the Wageningen team
came ﬁrst in the universities class
of the Batavieren race. They are
hoping to repeat that achievement
this year. Elske: ‘Groningen didn’t
take part last year and this year
they will be there. We will now
have to beat Groningen. And

Nijmegen has a strong team this
year too.’
The campus run was well
attended. A total of 71 students
took part, compared with 40 last
year. ‘It is not only intended to
identify fast runners, but it is also
a good opportunity for the other
teams that take part in the
Batavieren race to see how they are
doing and whether they need to
LvdN
train harder.’
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>> CULT
What? Theatre show
Non Stop New York
with Wilfried de Jong
and Ocobar
Where? The Junushoﬀ
theater, Wageningen
When? 13 April, 20.15
Cost? Starting at 10
euros

New York, New York
Perhaps it’s impossible for an outsider ever to really understand New
York, muses protagonist Nick Carraway towards the end of Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. Perhaps he would be better off returning to the
Midwest, where he was born. A challenge Wilfried de Jong must have
been happy to take up. De Jong has been a fan ever since he ﬁrst set foot
in New York, in 1978, and he tries to capture the city in the show Non
Stop New York. All accompanied by jazz band Ocobar, who also play on
his popular TV show Holland Sport.
The show consists of various stories De Jong collected over the course of
his eighteen visits to the city. For instance, he cycled to the northernmost
tip of Manhattan on a two-bit bicycle, visited a peep show, and came
across a murder crime scene around the block. And of course, there’s lots
of jazz. In fact, it’s Ocobar who have received widespread acclaim for this
show, while critics are more divided on whether De Jong’s stories are particularly interesting. But should you leave disappointed that you still
don’t get New York, there’s always the promising new ﬁlm adaption of
The Great Gatsby coming out in May. Or you could pay a visit of your own
RR
to the city that never sleeps...

>> THE WORKS
‘THE WIND HOWLED
LIKE A WILD ANIMAL’
Who? Tim van der Stap
What? Population study of Risso’s dolphins
Where? Pico Island, part of the Azores
If you think of the Azores, you think of palm trees, beaches and
coconuts with a straw. And it’s true – it was always between 24 and 28
degrees. From the balcony of our apartment we looked out over the
ocean, which was really fantastic. Only during the hurricane season,
towards the end of my internship, was it different. Then hurricane
Nadine came close to our island and forced us to stay indoors for a
week. One morning we woke up to ﬁnd the whole living room ﬂooded.
We tried to mop up the water with about 30 towels on the ﬂoor. It was
total chaos. Out of curiosity I popped outside once. The wind was
howling like a wild animal and the waves crashed against the rocks.
Really impressive.
The supervisor of my internship works for Nova Atlantis, a Dutch
organization that studies the dolphin populations with the aim of
protecting them. Around the Azores, the populations are disturbed by
whale watchers –companies that take tourists out in boats to see the
dolphins and to swim with them. Unlike other species such as the
common bottlenose dolphins, the more timid Risso’s dolphins don’t
like it at all – they get stressed out. So Nova Atlantis wants to make sure
the animals are left in peace. Of course that is not in the whale

watchers’
interests,
and that
is
obvious.
Sometimes they cut us off with
their boat. If we took photos because they got too close to the dolphins,
they took photos of us because there were too many of us in one boat.
And that led to all kinds of accusations. So there is a lot more to this
research than collecting a bit of data.
My job was to ﬁnd out which theoretical model could predict the actual
dolphin population most accurately. Another student looked at social
contact within groups, for example which bull made off with a female
most often. It’s great to see the bulls out on the chase. They shoot
through the water at amazing speeds when they are after a female. The
female tries to shake them off on the basis of: the last one still in the
race is the ﬁttest male. That turned out to be Chico – he scored the
most females. JB
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MEANWHILE IN... <<
Meanwhile in.... South Korea
In the news: North Korea is preparing for a ‘state of war’ with South
Korea. The communist country has advised foreign diplomats to
leave, while preparing a fourth nuclear test.
Commenting on the news: Mina Jin, PhD Plant Breeding and
Mijung Kim, MSc Food Technology, both South Korean
Mina: ‘The conservative media in South Korea said we are almost
in a state of war, but I don’t believe it.’
Mijung: ‘As far as I can see, South Korea is not making a huge deal
out of it as much as the western countries. Firstly, North Korea
has been saying many crazy things for years. I don’t believe that
they will start a real war. To be very blunt, I think they just want to
piss off the U.S.; at least to a certain degree. I don’t think they hate
South Korea. Not only we are from the same roots, but without the
help of South Korea, their main resource for survival is gone.
Secondly in South Korea nowadays people are very spoiled. That is
what the song Gangnam Style is about, a parody on the rich and
spoiled lifestyle. Living in such a comfortable zone, people
cannot imagine something like a war would break out. Neither
can I.’
Mina: ‘There are mainly two opinions in South Korea. The older
generation, like my parents, are really concerned about a war. A
few days ago my mum called me and said that she was worrying
about the possibility that I couldn’t go back home because of the
outbreak of the war. She really hopes the problem will be solved
as soon as possible.
But the younger generation don’t see a threat. It’s not the ﬁrst
time, and I think Kim Jong Un is blufﬁng to show his power in the
new reign towards south Korea and western countries since his
father passed away. My friends don’t care about it because it’s not
an issue for us and we are only concerned about job
opportunities.’
Mijung: ’My family doesn’t panic much about it. It’s the people in
The Netherlands who keep asking me about it, I’m bored of it.
The power of the Western media is huge, Americans really think
North Korean are devils, but we don’t. We are still blood related,
we don’t see them as enemies.
I’m not sure what North Korea is thinking exactly, but what they
are saying sounds so unreal. I don’t believe they will destroy South
Korea, at least from a perspective of a Korean girl.’

in memoriam

Kees Kersting
Simon Rijs
On 28 March our colleague Simon
passed away aged 62. Simon Rijs
joined the Netherlands Institute
for Fisheries Research (RIVO), a
predecessor of IMARES
Wageningen UR, in 1970. He
started his career as an assistant
for marine biology and ﬁsheries
research. He did much of his work
at sea on both research vessels
and working vessels. Simon was an
expert in the ﬁeld of ﬁsh larvae
and as such played a key role for
many years in the herring larvae
surveys. He was also the
expedition leader for various
research expeditions and he was
an expert in determining the age of
the Atlantic horse mackerel. Simon
revelled in being out at sea; he
worked hard and enjoyed the
camaraderie on board.
Simon ﬁrst faced the news of his
illness in 2008. He fought hard
against his illness and as soon as
his health allowed it he was back
at work at IMARES. Even though he
had been ill for some time, his
death still came as a shock.
We remember Simon as a
knowledgeable man but above all
a really good and much-loved
colleague: a professional who took
pleasure in his work. On behalf of
all his fellow workers we oﬀer
Simon’s partner Marijke, his
children and his other relatives our
condolences as they cope with this
loss.
Dr. ir. T.P. Bult
Head Fisheries Department

Our colleague Kees Kersting
passed away unexpectedly in the
night of 4 to 5 April, aged 69. Kees
spent his entire career working on
aquatic ecosystems with great
enthusiasm. He received a
doctorate in 1973 on the subject of
‘Energy changes in a Daphnia
magna population’, a topic he went
on to spend many more years
studying at the National Institute
for Nature Management (RIN). He
always had an eye for automated
measurements in aquatic systems;
at the end of the 1970s he carried
out research on vertical
temperature and oxygen
distribution in the Maarsseveense
Plas lake. Later, he carried out
experiments over a number of
years in the Renkum experimental
ditches on the eﬀects of pesticides
on water ﬂeas and other
freshwater organisms. Halfway
through the 1990s he moved to the
island of Texel to study salt water
systems. He carried out research
on the mesocosms of IBN and
similar systems in Norway. Kees
did not stay with DLO when it was
privatised. He took advantage of a
special scheme that allowed him to
continue working at the Institute
as a freelancer, which he did right
up to the end. He spent the last
few years working mainly on sidescan sonar and took part in various
IMARES research projects. Kees
had been ill for some time but he
loved being involved in scientiﬁc
research and he kept this up for as
long as possible.
Jakob Asjes
Head of the Ecosystems department
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Forum Irregular Opening Hours
in May 2013
2013

The Building

The Library

Student Desk

WURshop

Restaurant

Grand Café

Wageningen
in'to Languages

9 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Friday

10 May

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 10 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

11 am - 1.30 pm

Closed

Saturday

11 May

10 am - 6 pm

10 am - 6 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Sunday

12 May

10 am - 6 pm

10 am - 6 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Friday

17 May

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 10 pm

9 am - 1 pm

9 am - 2 pm

10 am - 2 pm

8 am - 5.30 pm

Closed

Saturday

18 May

10 am - 6 pm

10 am - 6 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Whit Sunday

19 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Whit Monday

20 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Thursday
Ascension Day

During working hours, the building is open to the public. After working hours, entrance is only possible with a WUR card.

announcements
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.
The Grand Philosophy Tour on people in their twenties
Our generation has huge opportunities but what do you really want?
On 18 April, the young, talented
psychologist and philosopher Joël
Vos will talk about people in their
twenties, the stress of too many
choices and developing an identity. Join in the debate about our generation and our future! The talk,
which is in Dutch, is open to all
Wageningen UR students. Thursday 18 April, 20.00-22.30, KSV
Fransiscus.
MORE INFO: WWW.SPC-INTHEWORLD.COM

Wageningen City of Cultures
Tineke Strik, a member of the Upper House and former Wageningen
councillor, will be talking on the
subject of ‘Citizenship in a global
world’ on Thursday 18 April at

20.00 in the bblthk Wageningen.
Maryia Mandryk (Belarus) and Hassan Talei (Iran) will respond based
on their personal experiences. After the interval, Wageningen organizations will present ten speciﬁc
community activities in the form of
pitches. These activities will be
judged by a jury (the mayor, Tineke Strik and Mardjan Seighali, the
UAF director) and the public. There
will be a jury prize of €500 and a
prize awarded by the public of
€250. Free admission.
INFO: WWW.BBLTHK.NL

Create Tomorrow
On 24 April, around 1250 students
will gather at Twente University
campus to think up innovative solutions for problems businesses
are currently facing. You can register with a team of 6-8 people. BNN
presenter Patrick Lodiers will be
hosting the day. It will also be a
good opportunity for students to
network with companies. The day
will close with a party. There is
some accommodation available for
staying overnight.
INFO: WWW.CREATETOMORROW.NL

parties
The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie.
Check www.wageningenup.nl for
all parties.

pirinha drinks will be on sale
between 22.00 and midnight. And
DJ Paulo will be playing Brazilian
music all through the evening. Free
admission.
Saturday 13 April, 23.00

Thursday 11 April, 22.30

DE WILDE WERELD - UNITAS:

KSV – SPOTTED: SEVENSINS

DJ JELLY’S 90’S DRIVE-IN SHOW
Have you always wanted to return
to the 90s? Now’s your chance!
This evening will be entirely devoted to the 1990s. They will be
playing all the familiar music so
you can sing along with classic hits
and old-school songs. So get into
your 90s outﬁt and come along for
a dance. Admission: 3 euros.

It is already time for the third edition of KSV’s SevenSins. The theme
this time is ‘Spotted’: during the
party, you can spot the person you
fancy with a live messaging video
screen. There are prizes for the
wittiest, most romantic or weirdest
messages! There will be a Happy
Hour for shots from 23.00 to midnight. Don’t forget your WUR card.
Admission: 3 euros.
Friday 12 April, 22.00

CAFÉ DE OVERKANT - MUSICA
MUNDIAL: BRAZILIAN PARTY
Musica Mundial parties are evenings full of world music. Each edition has a diﬀerent country as its
theme, with the entire evening dedicated to music from that country.
The theme for this edition of Musica Mundial is Brazil! The best Cai-

agenda
Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 April

CULTURAL ROUND
There will be an exhibition in the
Casteelse Poort presenting Wageningen artists and art during Wageningen’s 14th Cultural Round.
The artists’ studios are open on Saturday and Sunday 11.00 to 17.00.
INFO: WWW.CULTURELERONDE.NL FOR
PARTICIPATING ARTISTS AND LOCATIONS.
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Samen
werken
Samen
sporten
Wageningen UR is looking for:
Onderzoeker Organische chemie
AFSG Food & Biobased Research, Wageningen; vac.nr: AFSG-BBP-0008

Onderzoeker/Projectleider Duurzame Verpakkingen
AFSG Food & Biobased Research, Wageningen; vac.nr: AFSG-FFC-0031

Assistent professor (Tenure Track)
AFSG Levensmiddelenmicrobiologie, Wageningen; vac.nr: AFSG-FHM-0004

22-26
april

Technisch analist oppervlaktekarakterisatie
AFSG Organische Chemie, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: AFSG-ORC-0031

Assistant professor Soft Matter (Tenure Track)
AFSG Fysische Chemie en Kolloidkunde, Wageningen; vac.nr: AFSG-PCC-0021

PhD “NMR-on-a-Chip”
AFSG Fysische Chemie en Kolloidkunde, Wageningen; vac.nr: AFSG-PCC-0023

PhD How is phenotypic variation in great tits (Parus major)
maintained by sexual selection?
ASG Ethologie, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: ASG-DW-ETH-0005

Full Professor Bioinformatics
BC Corporate Human Resources, Wageningen; vac.nr: WU-2013-HL004

Full Professor of Horticulture and Plant-Product Physiology
BC Corporate Human Resources, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: BC-0042

Postdoc on Complex Landscape Systems
ESG Centrum Landschap, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: ESG CL-0191

Postdoc Forest Management Strategies
ESG Centrum Ecosystemen, Wageningen; vacaturenummer: ESG ECO-0120

PhD Suppression of host immunity by effectors of fungal plant
pathogens
PSG Lab. voor Fytopathologie, Wageningen; vac.nummer: PSG-FYTO-0021

PhD Chromosomal rearrangement in the fungal plant pathogen
Verticillium dahliae
PSG Lab. voor Fytopathologie, Wageningen; vac.nummer: PSG-FYTO-0022

PhD Vector Ecology
PSG Laboratorium voor Entomologie, Wageningen; vac.nr: PSG-ENTO-0038

Promovendus Verbinding Zorg, Sport & Bewegen
SSG Gezondheid en maatschappij, Wageningen; vac.nr: SSG-G&M-0004

Kom naar Sports Centre de Bongerd tijdens de
Nationale Sportweek van 22 tot en met 26 april.
Tijdens de lunchpauzes kun je als medewerker
van Wageningen UR gratis deelnemen aan
verschillende sportlessen. Schrijf je in voor
een les en maak kans op een jaar lang gratis
sportrechten.
Altijd al willen weten of Zumba iets voor jou is?
Of dat je meer een Yoga-type bent? Misschien
ZLOMHZHOHHQVGH$OSHG¶+XH]RS¿HWVHQRIOLHYHU
de Mont Ventoux? Dat kan allemaal tijdens de
Nationale Sportweek.
Kijk voor het complete aanbod en inschrijving op
Intranet bij Events.

Projectmedewerker Natuur en Landschap
VHL Bos- en Natuurbeheer, Velp; vacaturenummer: VHL BNB-0007
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ILLUSTRATION: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Fake animals in front yards
I remember when I was a newcomer in the Netherlands, I decided to cycle from Wageningen to
Rhenen. There were several beautiful houses along the route but one of them particularly attracted my attention.

There was a cute puppy in the front yard digging up the ground with half of its body buried in the
hole it was making. I just looked at it for a second (at that time my bike-riding abilities were
limited) and continued on my way towards Rhenen. On my way back, I looked for the puppy again,
and to my surprise it was in the exact same position. I had to stop to check more carefully and I
found that it was a fake half-puppy.
Dutch people really take care of their front yards. In Chile, people also take care of their gardens
with well-kept lawns, ornamental plants and ﬂowers, but still they are simpler than the front yards
I’ve seen in the Netherlands. The Dutch put a lot of effort into their gardens. To me the most
curious feature of them is the fake animals like dogs, birds, hedgehogs, and even cows.
Something similar happened when biking from Wageningen to Veenendaal with a friend. We
took a peaceful route through the farms. Suddenly, we saw a big heron standing on a house’s roof.
It was completely immobile. I didn’t want to fall into the same trap again so I told my friend it was
fake. However, on our way back the heron was gone, to my disappointment. It had been a real
bird. Marcela Riquelme Solar. Chilean MSc student of International Land and Water Management.

Dutch people put a lot of
eﬀort into their gardens.
The most curious feature of
them is the fake animals

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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