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labour of love

>> COR + HAPPINESS4ALL
Cor Meurs , occupational social worker at Human Resources

‘Happiness is a choice’
Hmm, happiness. A loaded word, as Cor Meurs admits.
‘Being at ease with yourself,’ would be another way of
putting it. And Happiness4all, a collective of coaches
and healers from the Wageningen area, offers help
through lectures, workshops and the like. Broadly
accessible and not just woolly idealism, says Meurs.
But in what way is happiness a choice? ‘You can’t
choose your circumstances but you can choose how
you relate to them.’ RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
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SETTING UP SHOP
‘Maybe we’ll expand to other
towns in a couple of years.’

RTFM
Who knew? Turns out only the biologists among the Resource editors are familiar
with the acronym RTFM. And I thought it was common knowledge. I heard it
often enough in the course of my lab internship. That lab had a language of its
own, anyway. We talked about Eppies, Maniatis, competent cells and gel casting
as though we were chatting about the weather.
PhD students speak a language of their own and have their own brand of humour.
Colleague Rob looked up some Wageningen PhD students and had a beer with
them on a Friday afternoon. He discovered that their jokes are not just a way of
amusing themselves: they reinforce group identity and provide an outlet for the
frustrations of the ‘life of slavery’.
The PhD in charge of me back in my internship days had written RTFM large on
the tome we saw as ‘the bible of the molecular lab’: a 500-page manual on how
to culture cells and decode DNA. Understandable place to put the acronym for
‘read the fucking manual’.
Gaby van Caulil

>> From jokes involving dry ice to cartoons about
their life of drudgery, PhD students have their
own brand of humour. Laugh along on page 12.
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Mice, ﬁsh and chickens — those
are the main categories of animals
used by DLO institutes for scientiﬁc research. In Use of laboratory
animals within Wageningen UR,
the report that appeared early February, DLO discloses for the ﬁrst
time how many animals it uses:
46,000 a year. That is twice as many
as the university. Further inquiries
revealed the trends and developments in DLO’s experiments with
animals.
A particularly striking trend is

6FLHQFH

WU
'HYHORSPHQW
YDFFLQHV
PHGLFLQHV

DLO

:DJHQLQJHQ85XVHGSHUFHQWRI
'XWFKODEDQLPDOVLQ

the increase in the number of ﬁsh
used in experiments. Numbers rose from over 4400 to 17,000 in a
two-year period. That makes ﬁsh
the most commonly used lab animal within DLO. This is due to the
rise in ﬁsh farming; aquaculture is
a new, fast-growing branch of the
intensive farming sector. That is
leading to contract research aimed
at optimizing production and the
conditions in which the ﬁsh are
kept. The research is carried out in
IJmuiden, and currently largely in
Yerseke.
6:,1()/8
DLO also used an exceptional
number of mice in 2011 — nearly
16,000, compared with an average
of 9000 in previous years. That increase is because of ﬂu research,
says Paul Kroon, DLO’s lab animal
expert. The outbreaks of bird ﬂu
and swine ﬂu led to diagnoses of
various strains and the search for a
universal vaccine. And that means
using mice: the law states that new
drugs have to be tested on rodents
ﬁrst.
In the past, the animal disease
institute CVI in Lelystad also used
to use a lot of mice for the diagnosis of botulism in water birds. That
number has fallen considerably
over the last 20 years, from 15,000

in the 1990s to 8000 a year now.
They used to test every dead waterbird for botulism but that is no
longer necessary.
The number of chickens used
has also fallen sharply, from

17,000 in 2009 to 8000 in 2011.
Livestock Research, the DLO institute for livestock farming, has passed on a lot of the poultry research
to Schothorst, a science institute
for animal feed in Lelystad. GvC

65,000 — is that a lot?
DLO and the university combined
used 65,000 lab animals in 2011.
What does Marja Zuidgeest, the director of anti animal testing society Proefdiervrij, think of this number? ‘I ﬁnd it difﬁcult to compare
this to other institutions but I do
ﬁnd 65,000 rather a lot. The Erasmus university hospital uses
48,000 animals. Other major users
that come to mind are TNO and RIVM, although we don’t have the
numbers for them.’
The number of lab animals used
by DLO has been creeping upwards over the years, says Paul
Kroon. As DLO’s lab animal expert,
he gives advice on the evaluation of
animal testing applications. ‘It’s a
recurring question: can we do this
with fewer animals?’
Sometimes that is possible, and
there are more and more alternative methods. But despite this, the
number of animal experiments is
not going down. Kroon: ‘We are ha-

ving to deal with outbreaks of new
diseases we’ve never heard of before, such as Q fever and Schmallenberg. Other diseases are emerging;
the West Nile virus started in North
Africa but has now been observed
in Italy and Spain. Society wants us
to research this.’
According to Kroon, this puts
them in a quandary. ‘On the one
hand consumers are demanding
guaranteed safety, on the other
hand they say we mustn’t use so
many animals. That is a huge dilemma.’
Zuidgeest does not see that dilemma. ‘Society wants safe products
but without animal testing. That’s
possible because there’s always
more than one option. Fifty years
ago we needed 500 rhesus monkeys to produce polio vaccines and
now we can do this without monkeys. The cosmetics industry has
made huge progress towards animal-free testing, albeit under pressure.’ GvC
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,WLV0RQGD\)HEUXDU\MXVWJRQHPLGGD\DQGWKH
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RESOURCE — 14 February 2013

(5(6SLQGG



news << 5

+286,1*$*5((0(17$9(576',6$67(5)25,'($/,6
ð &RUSRUDWLRQVZLOOQRWKDYHWR
PDNHGUDVWLFFXWVLQUHQWV
ð 3RVWSRQHGFRQVWUXFWLRQRIQHZ
FRPSOH[PD\EHRQWKHFDUGV
DJDLQ

Housing corporations will be
allowed to keep rents at the
current maximum for the time
being, which is good news for
Idealis and other corporations.

The WOZ (taxable property value)
rule that had been worrying the
corporations has been scrapped in
the new housing agreement. That
coalition agreement plan would
have restricted rents to a
maximum of 4.5 per cent of the
WOZ value, which could have
halved rents in Wageningen.
Housing corporations were
predicting a wave of bankruptcies.
Only last week, Idealis decided to
put two major new building

projects (Lawickse Hof and
Dolderstraat/Nobelweg), good for
300 rooms in total, on hold. The
student accommodation provider
said it was concerned that the
proposed rent rules in
combination with a new landlord
levy would be too much of a
burden on the budget.
But the new plans look a lot
better for the corporations. While
there will be a new proposal that
still uses the WOZ value in setting

rents, the signatories to the
agreement also say that this must
not lead to ‘a limitation of the
earning capacity or other shock
effects’.
Idealis is not yet able to say
whether the new building projects
will go through after all. ‘We only
just heard the news and we are still
studying the small print,’ said a
RG
spokesperson.

LQEULHI
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A symposium will be held in Wageningen
on 14 March in honour of biologist Richard Lenski. The next day he will receive an honorary doctorate as part of
the university’s 95th anniversary celebrations. Lenski is known chieﬂy for his
ongoing long-term study of the evolution
of 12 bacteria populations, which has already monitored more than 50,000 generations. The symposium is all about
tracking evolution in the lab. The speakers include a sizable Wageningen delegation and the soon-to-be honorary doctor will ﬁnish oﬀ the day. The university
bestows honorary doctorates once every
ﬁve years. Along with Lenski, climate
and plant scientist Graham Farquhar and
plant biologist Brian Staskawicz will reRR
ceive honorary doctorates.

The executive board has decided not to
review the FOS agreement this year. Student council party VeSte had asked the
board to skip the review since the abolition of the basis grant, to which FOS
grants are linked, would render any new
agreements valid for less than a year.
Student societies would then have to do
a lot of work just for a short-lived agreement. The board agreed. The current
agreements will hold for one more year,
after which the system will be over/YG1
hauled.

ǋǋ5(6($5&+

0RUH(8IXQGLQJ
Once again, in 2012 Wageningen UR attracted increased amounts of research
funding from the EU. Europe funded Wageningen UR research to the tune of
about 35 million euros last year. Five
years ago, earnings from the EU came to
27 million. It is not getting any easier to
acquire EU projects. For one thing, the
competition is getting stiﬀer, and for
another, more and more funding is channelled into research that leads to job creation, i.e. to businesses. Nevertheless,
Wageningen UR attracts more EU projects than any other Dutch knowledge institution. On 1 February 2013 there were
already 442 European projects with
Wageningen input: 239 projects involving DL0 and 230 involving Wageningen
University. In second place is TNO, with
280 projects and in third place, the technical university of Delft, with 254 EU
projects $6

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ
Plus ça changeLQSROGHUSROLWLFV
‘With hindsight we wouldn’t have approved the
transaction,’ I read in relation to the fall of SNS bank.
‘With hindsight’ is an expression that has been trotted out
an awful lot recently, particularly by politicians and
bankers trying to cover up their blunders. The saga of the
Hedwige polder is a case in point.
By an interesting twist of fate, parliament has ratiﬁed the
ﬂooding of the polder precisely in the week in which we
commemorate the disastrous ﬂood of 1953. Three
hundred hectares of heavy clay are to be returned to the
sea and the dyke that cost millions of euros to construct
20 years ago will be broken. Curtains for 4500 trees and a
handful of farms. We do need compensation for nature,
but is this the way to go about it? Local Zeeland
newspaper the PZC quoted me a few months ago: ‘It’s
either giving the polder back to the sea or summoning up
the courage to enter into a proper dialogue about nature
compensation.’ Yes, I do wonder what might have come
out of such a carefully conducted discussion – without
hindsight.
A start will be made on ﬂooding the polder in 2016 and by
2019 the Hedwige will be totally submerged. I am
reminded of nature conservationist Jac. P. Thijsse, who
opposed to the last the proposal by the mayor and city
council of Amsterdam to buy up the Naardermeer lake
and use it as a rubbish tip. He wrote in a column that he
would only stop his efforts to oppose the move ‘when the
ﬁrst cartload of junk is dumped in the water.’. -RRS
6FKDPLQ«H
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It seemed from the 2012 Employee
Monitor that we were losing
conﬁdence in the Executive Board.
The proportion of Wageningen UR
staff who had conﬁdence in the
directors had fallen to 45 per cent
from 50 per cent in 2010. However,
last week the board announced on
the intranet that there had been an
error in the survey results and
conﬁdence had actually risen. That
naturally raises questions.
So what went wrong?
What apparently happened was
this. In 2010, 40 per cent had
conﬁdence in the Executive Board,
40 per cent had no conﬁdence and
20 percent did not have an

opinion. An error was made
whereby the ‘no opinion’ category
disappeared and those votes were
divided over the other two
categories. That made it look as
though the proportion with
conﬁdence had fallen from 50 to
45 per cent whereas it had actually
risen from 40 to 45 per cent.

How did the error come to light?
Partly thanks to Resource. The
editors wanted to interview Aalt
Dijkhuizen about the fall in
conﬁdence levels. In preparing for
this, Dijkhuizen asked for a
summary of the long-term trend,
which is when Astrid Hendriksen
discovered the error.

Who discovered the error?
The researcher herself in the
ﬁrst instance. Astrid Hendriksen is
a freelancer who works for
Wageningen UR.

Should we believe this story?
It seems plausible. At any rate
the central employees’ council is
convinced. When asked, chairman
Cees van Dijk says: ‘An error was
made. These thinks happen, but
I’m pleased they put it right. Of
course the board had to tread very
warily in dealing with this.
And at the end of the day it’s a
good sign that conﬁdence has
increased.’ GvC

Hmm, validating your own work?
The board realized this could
look suspicious, which is why it
asked the accountants Ernst &
Young to check all the datasets and
reports. They conﬁrmed the error
and concluded that the other
percentages were correct.

7+(3,1.:+,5/:,1'
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Wageningen biologists and colleagues elsewhere have lambasted a
thesis from VU University Amsterdam which attacks evolution theory. In his thesis, PhD student Joris
van Rossum claims that evolution
theory cannot explain the existence of sexual selection. Rubbish, came the retort in Dutch biology magazine Bionieuws from a group of
evolution biologists including Rolf
Hoekstra, Duur Aanen and Arjan
de Visser of Evolution Studies.
There are perfectly good explanations for the evolution of sex, they
say. What is more, they consider
the thesis scientiﬁcally shaky and
say Van Rossum made ‘little and
selective’ use of the relevant scientiﬁc literature.
In a response, VU rector Lex
Bouter admits that neither of the
two supervisors have any
background in biology. That is not
a desirable situation but nor is it
against the rules at the VU: ‘It is up
to the prospective supervisor to
decide whether a subject is within
his ﬁeld of expertise.’ He concedes
that it would have been ‘advisable
to include an evolution biologist
on the supervision team.’
According to the rector it was
no problem ofﬁcially that the
examiners did not pass the thesis
unanimously; a majority was
enough. Bouter does think it is a
pity the criticisms were not used to
make improvements. The VU is
going to use the case to make
improvements to the PhD
regulations. Beyond that, the
rector declines to comment.
Further discussion belongs in the
scientiﬁc press, in his view. Van
Rossum himself resolutely rejects
all criticism. Even before the
ofﬁcial response from the VU, he
dismissed the criticisms in the
newspaper Reformatorische
Dagblad as ‘a series of inaccuracies
and wrong interpretations.’ RR
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Professor Michiel Korthals will be
giving up his position as chairman
of the Social Sciences Ethics
Committee (SEC). He is
disappointed at the lack of support
for the committee’s work. ‘I did my
best but it has not become a
success. Now someone else can
have a turn.’ Ever since 2009,
Korthals has been working on
implementing compulsory ethical
assessments for social science
research within Wageningen UR.
The committee was set up two
years ago but assessments are
voluntary. Korthals ﬁnds this

frustrating, as he made clear in a
recent interview in Resource.
‘That interview made me think
long and hard about whether I
could still actually make a
difference with the SEC. My
conclusion is that I did my best
but it’s time to call it a day. I’ve
got a little over a year to go
before I retire and I’d like to
spend that time on something
else.’
Korthals admits that he is
mainly disappointed by the
optional nature of the assessment. ‘That’s frustrating. At the
moment I’m only getting one
request every two weeks.’
Korthals will be stopping at the
end of the month. It is not yet
known who will take his place.
RK
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For many years, Wageningen has
been the smallest university in the
Netherlands, but that is about to
change. Through the fast growth in
student numbers, Wageningen
will probably overtake Eindhoven
next academic year, suggest ﬁgures
from the universities association
VSNU.
This year Wageningen has 7488
students and Eindhoven 7762. In
recent years the Wageningen

student population has grown by
an average of 460 a year, compared
with 120 at Eindhoven. If the trend
continues, next year the town with
the smallest university will be the
home of Philips.
The University of Amsterdam,
with 29,783 students, remains the
largest, just ahead of Utrecht
University. Their numbers have
been going down recently. The
total number of university
students in the Netherlands is
240,000. After years of growth, the
number of academic university
students went down this academic
year by 4000. $6
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‘FAMILIES NO
LONGER FEEL
AT HOME’

What were the complaints?
‘There were various problems, from noise to a
different day and night rhythm. Most of the
problems came up where they are lots of
student houses in one street. Families no
longer feel at home in that situation.’

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

VWXGHQWVDQGLVFDWFKLQJXS
ZLWK78(LQGKRYHQ

2012
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Why do you want to insist on permits for student
housing?
‘The zoning plan does not allow for the
subletting of rooms in houses in residential
suburbs. We have not been very strict about
that at the town council, but it is an illegal
situation. The complaints of the past year have
obliged us to take action.’
Are you going to actively turf students out of Ede?
‘No, as a council we think it is important that
students can live in suburban neighbourhoods
too. We see that it contributes to diversity. In
Veldhuizen they make in important
contribution to social cohesion through the
Who? Marije Eleveld, various events they organize. We are going to
councillor for housing ﬁnd out where student housing is and is not
in Ede desirable, right across Ede.’

What? Wants to set
limits to the number of
student houses
in the Veldhuizen
neighbourhood in Ede
:K\"There have
been complaints from
residents

Are Wageningen students still welcome?
They are deﬁnitely welcome. In Bennekom
and at the barracks in Ede, buildings have
even been refurbished as student residences,
mainly for WUR students. Elsewhere in Ede
most of the students are at the CHE [an
applied sciences college in Ede, ed.] 10

1LFHER\ZLWKWKHFXWHPRXVWDFKHZKHQ,VHH\RXP\PRXWKVWDUWVZDWHULQJ
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‘I tried to open the front door with my WUR card
instead of my key’
PhD student Canan Ziylan really is working too hard (twitter, 12 February).
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Rose farmers in Ethiopia use too
much artiﬁcial fertilizer and pesticide. And that goes for the Dutch
rose farmers as much as for the
others, shows a life cycle analysis
by Abiy Sahle.
Roses have been booming
business in Ethiopia recently.
There are currently about 100 rose
farmers there. The smallest farms
have ﬁve hectares of roses in
plastic greenhouses, while the
largest have as many as 200
hectares. About half the
companies are in foreign hands,
and it is mainly Dutch
horticulturalists who have invested
in Ethiopia in recent years. For his
MSc degree, Sahle, who has now
graduated and is working for the
Ethiopian horticultural export

organization, gathered data from
21 rose farmers.
‘International competition has
made sustainable production an
issue,’ says Sahle. ‘That is why the
companies need to improve their
score on environmental impact.’
His life cycle analysis shows that
the rose farmers use too much artiﬁcial fertilizer, causing surplus
chemicals to be washed away into
the soil. The production of this fertilizer is also very energy-intensive.
Meanwhile, pesticides and insecticides used on the roses release
toxic substances, and it is these
which do the lion’s share of the damage to the environment. Their
impact is much bigger than that of
the local transport bringing the roses to the airport to be ﬂown to the
auction ﬂoors in Europe, write
Sahle and his supervisor José Potting in the scientiﬁc journal
Science of the Total Environment.
,1)250$7,21*$3
In the Dutch rose companies there

0DQ\URVHIDUPVLQ(WKLRSLDDUH'XWFKRZQHG

in the companies.
In Sahle’s view, companies
should run trials with lower
amounts of artiﬁcial fertilizer, as
well as embrace integrated crop
protection so as to cut the
amounts of chemicals used.
Another option is for Ethiopian
farmers to start growing roses on
artiﬁcial substrate, as they do in
the Netherlands. Then the artiﬁcial fertilizer can be recycled. AS

is an information gap between the
management and the workers,
notes Sahle, who is a trainer for
horticultural companies himself.
The workers in rose companies
do not know enough about
responsible dosing of fertilizer and
pesticides. They do not know what
is the minimum required for a
good harvest. To complicate
matters further, the trained staff
change jobs frequently, so that
knowledge is not built up and kept

($57+:2506352'8&(*5((1+286(*$6(6

Earthworms increase the fertility
of the soil, but it turns out that is
not all they do. They also produce
greenhouse gases, Wageningen
soil scientists reported in Nature
Climate Change on 3 February. Earthworms break down organic
plant material in the soil, a process
which releases carbon dioxide
(CO2) and laughing gas. This increases CO2 emissions by up to 33
percent and laughing gas emissions by 42 percent, concludes PhD
researcher Ingrid Lubbers of the
Soil Quality department. She analysed the results of 57 previous stu-

PHOTO: DAVID PEREZ

ð %UHDNGRZQRISODQWOLWWHUSUR
GXFHV&22DQGODXJKLQJJDV
ð 5HVHDUFKHUQHJDWLYHLPSDFW
RIWKHHDUWKZRUPLVèLURQLFé

:RUPVGLJHVWLQJSODQWOLWWHUSURGXFHODXJKLQJJDV

dies on the contribution of earthworms to the greenhouse effect.
The breakdown of plant litter
causes carbon dioxide to be released. Moreover, the digestive sys-

tem of the earthworm forms a
breeding place for bacteria that
produce laughing gas. Thirdly, these greenhouse gases can more easily escape into the atmosphere

thanks to the tunnels through the
soil that the earthworms make.
Earlier studies had already established that earthworms produce
laughing gas, but it was not clear
what their impact was on CO2 production. Some studies concluded
that the worms actually deposit
carbon in the soil. But that does
not appear to be the case, concludes Lubbers from the meta-analysis. She did the study together with
her supervisor Jan Willem van
Groenigen and researchers from
UC Davis, Trinity College Dublin
and the International Center for
Tropical Agriculture in Colombia.
Van Groenigen considers it ironic
that the earthworm, which is so
good for soil fertility and sustainable agriculture, should have such a
negative impact on greenhouse
gas emissions. AS
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The brain of the tiny Ichneumon wasp
seems to be smaller than thought possible.
This is unique and goes against an old
biological law. Wageningen entomologists
discovered this when using specialized
microscopes to measure the size of the
wasps’ brains, they report in the journal
Brain, behavior and evolution.
Master’s student Emma van der Woude
measured brain volumes of about ninety
Ichneumon wasps – large and small – of
the Trichogramma evanescens species.
With a length of about 0.3 millimetres, this
parasite of butterﬂy eggs is one of the
smallest known insects. Van der Woude’s
MSc research resulted in an amazing
discovery. The brains of the smallest wasps
seem in fact to be smaller than the
minimum size purportedly required for
intelligent behaviour. And yet, intelligent

behaviour is what the wasps display. A
unique observation, according to the
researchers.
+$//(5é6/$:
But it got even stranger. The brains of the
wasps seem to grow proportionately with
their bodies. A wasp which is double the
size of another has a brain which is also
twice as big. This is contrary to what we
know. In other animals, the brain grows
more slowly than the rest of the body. An
elephant which is half as big as its
parents has more than half of their brain
mass. In the same way, a domestic cat
has relatively more brain mass than a
tiger.
This principle is known as Haller’s
Law, named after the Swiss scholar who
mentioned it in passing in an anatomy
book in 1762. However, the Ichneumon
wasp has broken this law. ‘Its brain is
really frighteningly small,’ says Van der
Woude. And yet it displays intelligent
behaviour. It has the ability to learn how
to link smells to the presence of butterﬂy
eggs. ‘It therefore seems to have broken
all the laws.’

PHOTO: NINA FATOUROS.
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Van der Woude will continue to study the
relationship between brain size and
intelligence as a PhD student. Perhaps
the smallest wasps do in fact take longer
to learn, have a lower ‘ﬁtness’ or have
fewer offspring.
Another option exists. It seems
unlikely, ‘but would be really cool,’ says
Van der Woude. Perhaps the insect has a
unique shrinking tactic. ‘It could, for
example, have very small brain cells,’ she
says, ‘with just as many neurons as other
wasps, but with these located closer to
one another.’
But for the time being, this is just
speculation. It is known, however, that
other minibeasts on which research has
been carried out do stick to the letter of
Haller’s Law. Some of them have brains
that – being too big for the head – even
extend into the body. RR

9,6,21ǉǉ
è2QHWKLUGRIWKHIDUPHUVZLOOJRXQGHUé
)DUPHUVORFDOSHRSOHDQGHQYLURQPHQWDORUJDQL]DWLRQV
KDYHUHDFKHGDQDJUHHPHQWRQWKHIXWXUHRIOLYHVWRFN
IDUPLQJLQ%UDEDQWè7KHFUX[RIWKHDJUHHPHQWLVWRUHV
WRUHWKHUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQIDUPHUVDQGWKHORFDOFRP
PXQLW\éVD\V7KHR9RJHO]DQJRIDJULFXOWXUDOHFRQRPLFV
LQVWLWXWHWKH/(,è)DUPHUVZLWKVRPHWKLQJLQPLQGKDYH
WRGUDZXSWKHLUSODQVLQLQWHUDFWLRQZLWKWKHORFDOFRP
PXQLW\æRWKHUZLVHWKH\ZRQéWJHWSODQQLQJSHUPLVVLRQ
7KDWLVDEUHDNZLWKWKHSDVWé
What is in the agreement that is concrete?
‘The agreement expresses several good intentions, but
the only concrete thing in the concluding declaration
is that in certain cases an area of farm buildings bigger than 1.5 hectares may now be considered. In exchange for this, livestock farmers must submit all
their business plans for evaluation in terms of sustainability and impact on the landscape. For that a yardstick is required, which still has to be designed.’
How do you give the farmers’ neighbours a say?
‘Some municipalities already insist on livestock farmers informing the local community about their building plans in an information evening, but I don’t think
that is sufﬁcient. I think you need to make concrete
deals with the local community, expressed in a kind of
zone-speciﬁc contract. The locals usually get worked
up about whether plans blend into the landscape,
about bad smells and about the health risks of particulate pollution. Another issue is the transportation of
the animals. A livestock farmer can address these issues
very concretely by installing an organic air ﬁlter and by
making transport arrangements with the locals.’
Farmers who do not make their production more sustainable will no longer be getting planning permission.
What is that going to mean for those businesses?
‘The Van Doorn commission, which helped pave the
way for this agreement, expects that half the businesses will close by 2020, and the surviving companies
will expand. I foresee a division in intensive livestock
farming, with some smaller companies catering for a
niche market and big companies going for low-cost
production. I think one third of the farms will go under between now and 2020. But if you ask me, the
smaller family businesses may turn out to be more resilient than we think.’ AS

3 52326,7,21
‘Opposition to genetically modiﬁed crops
is wealth- rather than health-related.’

6PDOOVPDOOHUVPDOOHVWWKHPLQXVFXOH,FK
QHXPRQZDVS 7ULFKRJUDPPDHYDQHVFHQV 
KLWFKKLNHVRQDFDEEDJHEXWWHUŋ\

Erik Wijnker, who received his PhD on 6 February in
Wageningen.
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hiding place or do they create one
big store?
Their strategy is critical for the
dispersal of acorns in the forest.
But Suselbeek could ﬁnd no
evidence to suggest any inﬂuence
of this sort. Mice hoard their
acorns piece by piece and pigs do
not seem to be a decisive factor in
this. Suselbeek thinks that riskspreading is a major determinant
in not having a single store. He will
now investigate this further.
Meanwhile, his new search
technique has already generated
an article in Methods in Ecology and
Evolution.

ð $FRUQVZLWKFKLSVPDNHVHHG
GLVSHUVDOYLVLEOH
ð :LOGSLJVKDYHQRLQŋXHQFHRQ
KRDUGLQJEHKDYLRXUŊHOGPLFH

Animals play a major role in seed
dispersal. To research this you
need to map this dispersal. Various
techniques are currently used for
doing this. One is to hide small
magnets or transmitters in acorns.
Another is to attach a tiny string to
the acorn, like a ﬂag. A big disadvantage of these measures is
that they interfere with the natural
process. The acorns become too
heavy or too easily spotted by
competitors.
PhD candidate Lennart
Suselbeek at Resource Ecology has
come up with a solution. He uses a
simple chip to track the acorns.
‘These are in fact the domestic
animal identiﬁcation chips used
also for dogs and cats. So it’s just a
common-or-garden aid which can
be bought for a few euros apiece.’
The chips are small (about a
centimetre long, a few millimetres
thick), light (0.05 grams), re-usable
and do not require any energy. The
last point is a big plus: it means
that theoretically, you could keep

,GHQWLŊFDWLRQFKLSŊWVHDVLO\LQWRDQDFRUQ

track of the fate of the acorns
forever.
:,/'3,*6
Suselbeek spent two years gaining
extensive experience with his
method. He hid about 1200
‘chipped’ acorns in experimental

grounds in the forests around Ede,
Wageningen and Wolfheze. Not
just in order to play hide-and-seek
with ﬁeld mice, though. He is
researching whether the presence
of wild pigs affects the way in
which mice hoard their acorns. Do
the mice give each acorn its own

'(7(&725
The new method, according to
Suselbeek, is especially suitable
for animals which do not transport
their food over long distances. He
found most of his marked acorns
within ﬁfty metres of the feeding
grounds. Searching from this is
relatively time-consuming.
Combing an area of forest 25
square metres big with an
instrument like a metal detector
easily takes an hour. ‘That is the
biggest limitation. However, for
experiments in a clearly deﬁned
area it is a very promising new
technique.’ 5.

6$9(7+((/(3+$17%8,/'$6&+22/"
ð +XPDQVDUHPDMRUIDFWRULQ
HOHSKDQWSRSXODWLRQGHQVLW\
ð 0RUHHOHSKDQWVRXWVLGH
UHVHUYHVWKDQZLWKLQWKHP

The conservation of the African
elephant takes more that game
parks and nature reserves. Good
education, less corruption and
higher welfare levels are at least as
important. This has emerged from
large-scale research on the
distribution of the African
elephant led by Wageningen
researchers Fred de Boer and

Frank van Langevelde. They
published their results in the
March issue of Biological
Conservation.
Their starting point was the
question of which factors
determine whether elephants
inhabit an area and in what
numbers. Is it ecological factors
such as sufﬁcient water and food
that count, or does the inﬂuence
of humans play a big role? There
are two parts to the answer, says
De Boer (Resource Ecology Group).
The presence of elephants in an
area depends on the natural
environment. Without sufﬁcient

food and water, no elephants. But
the number of elephants depends
more on humans than on nature.
The denser the human population,
for instance, the fewer the
elephants. Elephants also thrive
more in areas with little corruption
and illiteracy and a higher
standard of living.
‘Our study shows how complex
it all is,’ says De Boer. ‘It is not the
case that you will get there with
just better education or less
poverty. You also need a better
nature conservation policy, a less
corrupt civil service and awareness
among the local people.’ He calls

this a shift of focus. Creating more
reserves may not be the best way to
save the elephant. ‘It’s not either/
or, it’s both/and. Elephants have
an enormous range. Reserves are
important as a safe haven for them.’
The limited role of reserves is
apparent from the distribution
data, too. There are almost twice as
many elephants living outside
protected areas (620,000) as within
them (347,000). The density of
elephant populations in reserves,
by contrast, is bigger than that
outside them: 0.41 elephants per
square kilometre as opposed to
0.25. 5.
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7KHGHEDWHLQUHFHQWZHHNVFRQFHUQHGWKUHH
TXHVWLRQV&DQDKRXVLQJFRUSRUDWLRQWXUQ
VWXGHQWVDZD\":KDWGRRXWVLGHUVWKLQNRI
:DJHQLQJHQ85"$QGVKRXOGZHWLQNHUZLWKWKH
)26VFKHPHWKLV\HDU":HéGOLNHWRKHDU\RXU
RSLQLRQWRRVRSOHDVHYLVLWRXUVLWH
*RWVRPHWKLQJWRVD\WRR"Email your views to resource@wur.nl

1252202)<2852:1
Wageningen housing corporation has had enough of
students for now. Increasingly they are applying to the
corporation and getting accommodation really intended
for ‘regular young people’. So students will no longer
be given a room.
In the comments, people wonder whether this is allowed. ‘How does this ﬁt with the principle of legal certainty [for example],’ asks $QWRRQ. Students who
registered before the ban are losing the rights they
had on registration. *HUULW thinks it is all very well the
corporation referring to its own business plan but he
would be interested to see the legal basis. ‘Discrimination,’ fumes +XXUGHU in the meanwhile. He can
understand having income criteria but now students
are being excluded purely because they are students.
‘As if all students are riﬀraﬀ.’ In the end, (PPD tries
to see the reasonable side: ‘To be honest, I don’t ﬁnd
it so surprising,’ she writes. It’s annoying to have a
shortage of rooms but ‘there is also a shortage of
accommodation for low-income Wageningen residents
who aren’t studying. In my opinion you can’t solve
one shortage by making another shortage.’ So if nonstudents aren’t allowed to get rooms through Idealis,
why should students get rooms through the housing
corporation?

%$77(5<2)23,1,216

ILLUSTRATION: ESTHER BROUWER

Resource recently published an interview with insect
aﬁcionado Marcel Dicke. He mentioned in passing that
an organic poultry farmer no longer wanted to
supply him with blood. The reason: they feel
Wageningen is becoming increasingly pro
factory farming. An article in Dutch
newspaper De Telegraaf was the proverbial last straw.
‘Typical,’ starts 0DUOLHV, ‘Dijkhuizen
said in another article that he thought
freedom of choice was really important.
But apparently he still feels he has to hit
out at organic food.’ She would prefer WUR
to present a wide range of views. ‘Yes,

that’s your view again,’ says $JURWHFKQRORRJ. He
would rather hear Dijkhuizen’s ideas about Wageningen than be taken for ‘ﬂuﬀy knit-your-own-yoghurt
tree huggers [...] so Dijkhuizen - please continue.’
0DUOLHV replies in sporting fashion. She thinks it’s
‘quite a compliment’ to be accused of being a tree
hugger. She doesn’t think Dijkhuizen should keep quiet about his criticisms of organic food, only that he
should present all the diﬀerent viewpoints within the
university. -+ notes ﬁnally that Dijkhuizen should be
allowed to exercise his freedom of speech like anyone
else: ‘If the chicken farm people go around feeling so
aggrieved [...] that says more about them than about
Dijkhuizen.’

620%(57+28*+76
Students who get behind with their studies because of
committee work get FOS money. How much they get
depends on the size of the basic grant, which may be
abolished. That is why VeSte says there is no point
reviewing the FOS scheme this year.
Regular commentator -+ seems to be in a particularly
pessimistic mood. ‘The whole education system is
going downhill, including subsidy schemes like FOS,’
he muses. A development that parallels ‘the general
demise of society, which is becoming more apparent
every day.’ This draws an irritated response from :-,
although it is not clear whether this is the VeSte WJ:
‘And what does this realistic/pessimistic response
have to do with this subject?’ -+ needs no
further encouragement to give free rein to
his inner Cassandra: ‘That sooner or
later the FOS scheme will be abolished.’ No, the Dutch no longer invest
in their country; instead they give
their money to failing banks and
losers. ‘Sad but true - we have to conclude that the years of prosperity and
progress in the Netherlands (and the
entire Western world) are a thing of the
past. For the moment things are only getting worse.’ Chin up, JH!
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LAUGHTER
in the lab
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From practical jokes involving dry ice to cartoons about the tough life
of a PhD student, there is enough hard evidence that PhD students have
their own brand of nerdy oﬃce humour, with an academic ﬂavour. It is a
great way of generating a community spirit, but there are other motives
lurking below the surface too…
text: Emma Diemont and Rob Ramaker / illustration: Jorge Cham, www.phdcomics.com

O

ne Friday afternoon Raymond Staals,
researcher at Microbiology, was quietly
working away on an article. Suddenly his
colleague Tom van de Weijer stormed in
and chucked washing up liquid and water
into a bucket containing 2.5 kilos of dry ice
– solid CO2. In a ﬂash, Staals’ ofﬁce became a giant bubble
bath. Meanwhile, his colleague was racing off to start his
weekend, leaving Staals with the delightful
job of tackling the mess with an industrial vacuum cleaner.
The PhD students at
Microbiology snigger at the
memory of the instant bubble bath. It is the end of Friday afternoon now too, and they
are talking over a beer about the
possibilities dry ice offers for practical jokes. Analyst Philippe Puylaert remembers getting the shock
of his life, for instance, when a waste bin
exploded while he was working. A PhD student
had put a plastic tube full of dry ice in the bin, which had
exploded when the internal pressure built up through the
production of CO2 gas. “Oh yes, dry ice pranks,’ someone
sighs, ‘you could write a book about them.’
PhD humour can be found right across the university,
in labs, shared ofﬁces and coffee bars. Its characteristics:
nerdy, full of self-mockery, a tad cynical and often only
intelligible to insiders: PhD students or even just three
hyper-specialist co-researchers. Practical jokes with dry
ice are typical of natural science students, but PhD
humour is broader than that. ‘We like poking fun at a certain type of researcher,’ explains Marc Schut, now a postdoc at Knowledge, Technology and Innovation. ‘The type
who spends his Sunday evenings with a glass of cognac in

one hand, a cigar in the other, conducting a LinkedIn discussion about the problems in the world.’
‘The existence of a particular brand of humour is not
unique to the academic world,’ says Giselinde Kuipers,
professor of Cultural Sociology at the University of Amsterdam and chief editor of HUMOR: International journal of
humor research. ‘If you research it, you ﬁnd it in other
closed groups too, such as dock workers or police corps. If
you put people together in a small space
to work together on a project, a
kind of group thinking will
often arise, with its own brand
of humour.’ The degree to
which this happens varies
from one discipline to the next.
In sociology, the ﬁeld in which
Kuipers got her PhD, people have
more space and often work more
individually. As a consequence, their
humour does not become quite so
‘ritualized’. For researchers working in laboratories, it is very important to be on good terms. Kuipers:
‘People crack inside jokes deliberately to create a sense of
belonging.’

‘Oh yes, dry
ice pranks,’
someone
sighs, ‘you
could write
a book
about them’

R2D2
‘The humour at Phytopathology is real nerd humour,’
jokes Hanna Rovenich, ‘but that is how we see ourselves.’
The machines in the lab all have nicknames like R2D2, the
name of the Star Wars robot, and PhD researchers are
named after their topic. So Jordi Boshoven is the King of
Colletotrichum, a family of fungi, and Dirk-Jan Valkenburg is the Prince of Pichia, a group of yeasts. Sociologist
Marc Schut once found himself thrown together with colleagues on a trip through northern Zimbabwe when their
car got stuck in the mud. To keep their spirits up, the
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‘Men are far more likely to
create a ‘teasing’ culture’

group made up new lyrics to the tune of Welcome to the
Jungle. Every time Schut hears the Guns ’n’ Roses song
now, it brings back the memory.
The extent to which PhD humour is for insiders only is
often clear at degree ceremonies. At the party afterwards,
the graduate’s colleagues often show a ﬁlm, put
on a skit or hold a quiz. They grab their
chance to expose their colleague’s quirks or take the
mickey out of his or her
research subject. The
graduate’s fellow researchers are often splitting
their sides laughing,
while family members
look on in bafﬂement. It
will soon be Virology PhD
researcher Stefan Metz’s
turn. ‘I guess they will have a
go at my Coca-Cola addiction.’
PhD students spend four
years on some microscopic subject. The jokes about this, especially those requiring some background
knowledge,
are
by
deﬁnition only for your neighbour
in the lab. To some extent, inside
jokes are inevitable, Kuipers conﬁrms. ‘Scientists speak their own language and use words that are incomprehensible to outsiders.’
Quite a bit of teasing goes on among PhD students too. Some of the microbiologists make a running
gag of each other’s object of study. Researchers of the bacterial immune system CRISPR have an ongoing rivalry as

NO LAUGHING MATTER
Humour is slippery stuﬀ. A
joke can mean diﬀerent
things to diﬀerent
listeners. If you are
popular and feel at home
in a group, you might well
laugh your head oﬀ at a
joke at your expense. But
if things are not going so
well for you, it can be
excruciating to have to
laugh along when the boss
puts you ‘in the spotlight’.
Cultural diﬀerences can

make it hard for people to
understand each other’s
humour too. This comes up
in Wageningen, with its
more than 160 diﬀerent
nationalities. Dutch
humour is particularly
likely to engender culture
shock. Dutch jokes are
often hard and ‘in your
face’. ‘The Dutch think you
should be able to crack a
joke about anything, and
that people should be able

to take a joke about
anything,’ says Giselinde
Kuipers, professor of
Cultural Sociology.
Humour can backﬁre in a
situation like that, she
thinks. ‘Imagine a
department where people
know each other very
well. If they are
constantly cracking hard
Dutch jokes, newcomers
can be put oﬀ.’

to which is the most interesting protein: Cascade or CRM.
And the scientists working with poo are an easy target:
‘They work with the HITChip and of course it is referred to
as the ShitChip.’ These sorts of jokes are largely a man
thing. Which is often the case, says Kuipers. Men are far
more likely to create a ‘teasing’ culture. But
there are clear limits to it. It is no
laughing matter if someone is
going through a bad patch
because an article was
rejected, for instance.
The PhD students are far
too aware of how that
feels to make a joke of it.
SERIOUS
Being so hard to pin
down, humour can serve
several different purposes at
the same time, Kuipers emphasizes. ‘Humour can help
build strong cohesion,’ she
says, ‘but there is often something serious underlying it.
Beneath all the jokes there is a
struggle going on about the hierarchy, and power relations are being
negotiated.’ Humour is a way of avoiding conﬂict and keeping the vying
for position implicit. Which is very
handy if you have to work together in a
small space for years.
In the laboratories, the serious issue of safety
is often tackled with a modicum of humour. It falls to Philippe Puylaert as safety ofﬁcer at Microbiology to draw
people’s attention to unsafe situations. ‘Not such a nice
job’, he says, and he does it with regular emails showing
photos of, for example, dirty acid cupboards or unreplenished stores. With a jokey caption beneath them (‘Don’t let
people call you caustic’) they work better that long stories
that nobody listens to, says Puylaeart. In turn, PhD students make fun of the safety regulations. ‘There are more
and more rules about safety,’ says Metz. ‘We sometimes
send them up, drawing extra lines on the ﬂoor or making
up ridiculous rules ourselves.’
JORGE CHAM
PhD humour can also be full of cynicism about the students’ own situations. A good example is the cartoon
series PhD in which cartoonist Jorge Cham, himself a
Stanford PhD holder, has some gently cynical fun with
‘life, or the lack of it’ at university. At one time, the cartoon
announced that unemployment was more lucrative than
PhD research (in America) and showed PhD students
angling for the leftovers from their professors’ lunch. The
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cartoonist also has a ball with the contrast between highﬂown scientiﬁc ideals and the banal reality of the everyday
practice.
One of the recurring jokes in PhD is that of the professor who never has time for supervision, has clear favourites or exploits his students for his own glory. It is not surprising, says Kuipers, that the relationship between PhD
students and their supervisors is the butt of jokes. ‘The
relationship with a supervisor simply is very asymmetrical. The PhD student is very dependent, while every supervisor has between ﬁve and seven supervisees.’ For an Ame-

rican student, this is even worse than it is in the
Netherlands. Metz is not a great fan of the cartoon series,
but he does recognize the issues. ‘We all have the same
problems and irritations. One person more than another,
but we are all in the same boat.’ He sees such humour as a
good way of putting things in perspective. ‘It makes life at
work much nicer.’ Microbiologists love the PhD cartoons
too. Especially the cartoon about email. It shows a PhD
student sweating for days on a polite email, in an attempt
to make an impression. And the professor replies, ‘Do
it’.
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KOEKHAPPEN
International students are seen here enjoying a good old-fashioned Dutch
game of ‘bite the cake’. The University welcomed 172 new students in the
ﬁrst week of February, most of them from abroad (with 44 diﬀerent
nationalities represented this year). The students were treated to a range
of activities such as a pub quiz and a tour of the town. The bite-the-cake
game was part of a Friday night ‘cultural evening’ at ISOW, the
LvdN, foto Guy Ackermans
international students’ association.
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For the quality of
animal life
The use of animals for scientiﬁc experiments is not without
opponents. By being open about its experiments and improving
its ethical testing, Wageningen UR aims to set an example. Which
could mean ending research that causes too much animal suﬀering.
text: Gaby van Caulil / photo: Esther Wouters

T

he difﬁculties posed for this organization by
openness about animal experiments are exempliﬁed by a tweet from a certain Esther Wouters.
On 19 September last year, she tweeted a photo
of a cow with a cannula [a tube into its stomach],
saying: ‘I see a cow with a big hole in it @ Wageningen.
Does anyone know why that is? #pitiful’. She received a
reply from @wageningenur: ‘Hole is a rumen cannula for
research into the digestion of fodder in the rumen. Cows
with cannulas get to graze in the ﬁelds too.’ But the cow in
question was promptly moved to a different ﬁeld, out of
sight of passers-by.
This case illustrates two of the problems you encounter
if you try to be more open about animal experiments. One:

ANIMAL TESTING MUCH MORE COSTLY
It is soon going to be
much more expensive to
get permission to conduct
animal experiments. The
Law on Animal Experiments is due to change
this year. To date, the ethical assessment is done by
an Animal Experiments
Committee (DEC), funded
by the organization carrying out the research.
This has now been forbidden by Brussels. The DECs
are now to be external and
are to be paid per application, currently around 400
euros. DLO researchers

already passed on that
cost to their clients, but
university researchers will
now have to pay it from
their own budgets. But one
application could include
several diﬀerent experiments, as the DEC is going
to assess projects of maximum ﬁve years’ duration.
What is more, a new evaluation process is to be set
up. An Oﬃce for Animal
Welfare within Wageningen UR is to assess an
application before it goes
to the external DEC. This
new authority will check

whether the proposed
research could be done
with less animal experimentation, and propose
alternative experiments
that cause less suﬀering.
The Oﬃce for Animal Welfare is legally required to
consist of one animal welfare specialist, one veterinary doctor and one scientist. Wageningen wants to
add two more experts: a
statistician and someone
who works with animals.
The applicant will foot the
bill, estimated at between
800 and 100 euros.

the general public knows precious little about animal
experiments. A cow with a hole in its side may look pitiful
but that does not mean the animal is suffering.
The second problem is that openness can lead to an
upsurge in animal activism (Wageningen UR was subjected to threats and vandalism in 2008 and 2009). We do animal experiments, but we don’t say where. There is not a
single signpost on campus pointing the way to animal
housing or research.
These stumbling blocks are mentioned in a report on
the use of animals in experiments published last week.
Wageningen UR wants to set an example. The organization has already ‘committed itself to rules of the game that
go beyond the letter of the law’ and wants to ‘take this a
step further.’
EXAMPLE
What does it mean to set an example in this context? In
spite of the above mentioned stumbling blocks, Wageningen UR wants to be more open. From now on, therefore,
the numbers of animals in use for experiments by DLO
institutes are to be published. The university already did
this, in line with the Law on Animal Experiments. Such
transparency is a moral duty too – in annual reports but
also in replying to the tweet about the cow with the cannula.
But there is more to it than that. The most far-reaching
proposal is to take the suffering of animals into account in
the drawing up the research programme. To confront the
issue: should you not stop a line of research that causes a
lot of animal suffering? Things have not reached this
point yet, but the discussion is livening up.
One example is research on curbing obesity. Wageningen nutrition research focuses primarily on changing the
diet, by cutting down on saturated fatty acids, for example.
But you could also shift the emphasis to changing the
choice of foods in favour of a healthier diet. Such a change
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This cow was moved after a tweet: ‘I see a cow with a big hole in it @wageningen. #pitiful’

of course would signiﬁcantly reduce the number of animals used in experiments. Besides, there is already a little
research on food choice going on at the Restaurant of the
Future, by varying the recipes, the range on offer, the packaging, lighting and the route through the self-service
area.
The plea for openness was written by Rob Buré of the
department of Safety and Environment. He points to animal research on intensive livestock farming. ‘By raising
production we have already made big proﬁts there, but
there is still a lot to be gained by improving animal welfare. The question is whether the animal research should
focus on raising production or on improving living conditions for the animals. Because our mission is to contribute to the quality of life. That includes animals.’
Rector magniﬁcus Martin Kropff feels it would be
going too far to alter the course of research programmes.
He values the autonomy of the chair groups and science
groups to plan their own lines of research. Kropff sees this
report as the starting point for a discussion.
OVERSIMPLIFICATION
Eventually, the aim is for Wageningen UR to arrive at an
organization-wide position on research using animal
experiments. Test animal expert Rob Steenmans would
applaud this. He advises one of the two Wageningen committees that evaluate animal experiments. ‘The commit-

tee has to weigh up the value of the experiment to society
against the expected distress for the animals. In research
on livestock or on lifestyle, that always proves to be tricky.
Strictly speaking, there is an alternative to obesity –
namely to eat less. But of course, that is an oversimpliﬁcation, which is why it is a good idea for a higher body to pass
judgment on whether this type of research is relevant.’

THANKS TO THE ANIMAL RIGHTS PARTY
In February 2007, the
Dutch animal rights party
demanded to see the ethical assessments of the
Dutch royal academy of
science and several universities and research hospitals. This provoked a
discussion about the code
on transparency in animal
experiments, which was
signed by Wageningen UR
among others. The use of
animals is unavoidable but
– says the code – it will

improve the atmosphere
around the subject of animal testing if you are open
and honest about it.
This code led to a dialogue
between universities and
academic hospitals in Groningen, Nijmegen and
Utrecht, Wageningen UR
and the association that
opposes animal testing.
The dialogue produced a
Wageningen memo about
transparency and the
dilemmas surrounding ani-

mal testing. Last week the
executive board gave its
stamp of approval to this
report, in which four chair
groups, the CVI, Alterra,
Rikilt and the VHL Animal
Management programme
set a good example by
describing their work with
animals. In a sequel to the
report, other groups and
degree programmes are
expected to give an
account of themselves.
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Gespot: UB

Flirting on Faceboo
The university library has always been a place for delving into the world of knowledge
in deep concentration. But since the advent of Gespot:UB, a Facebook page for ﬂirting
with people you spot in the library, there has been a whole new reason to go to the
library. This latest Facebook hype has even reached Wageningen. ‘If I go and sit in one
of the circles I get the feeling I am being watched.’
text: Jeroen Bok / photo: Guy Ackermans

D

o you have trouble keeping your eyes off that
pretty blonde girl sitting opposite you? Do you
long to speak to that irresistible boy over there,
but lack the guts to do so? Post a love letter or
propose a date anonymously on the Facebook
page Gespot:UB WUR. The webmasters will place it for
you and then you just wait for a response.
Gespot:UB started last Autumn in Utrecht. Other
university towns soon followed suit with their own pages.

³+DQGVRPHER\RQWKH¿UVWÀRRUZKRLVVR
HQMR\LQJVXFNLQJRQKLVIUXLW
:RXOGQ¶W\RXOLNHWRVXFNRQP\IUXLWVRPH
WLPH"¶

³+H\\RXFRROJX\ZLWK\RXUQLFHVKLUWVLQ
WKHPLFURELRORJ\ODEDWWKH'UHLMHQ,I\RX
SDLGDVPXFKDWWHQWLRQWRPHDV\RXGRWR
\RXU'1$FXOWXUHVP\ORYHIRU\RXZRXOG
JURZDVIDVWDVHFROLRQOXNHZDUPEHHI
6KDOOZHKDYHDWULPHWK\O[DQWKLQH
WRJHWKHUWRPRUURZ"´

³'HDUJLJJOLQJODGLHVLQWKHOLEUDU\
,UHDOL]H\RXDUHIDFHERRNLQJKDUGDQG
UHDOO\GRQ¶WKDYHWLPHWRVWXG\,¶YHJRW
DQRWKHULGHD<RX1DNHG,QP\EHG6HH
\RXWRQLJKW´

³+HOOREHDXWLIXOJLUORQ\RXUODSWRSDWWKHERW
WRPRIWKHOLEUDU\VWDLUV<RXDUHSOD\LQJVR
QLFHO\ZLWK\RXUKDLU7KHER\LQWKH\HOORZ
VKLUWZRXOGOLNHWRSOD\ZLWK\RXWRR\RXNQRZ´

The Wageningen page started in December and quickly
became a phenomenon – now with more than 1700 likes.
It appears to be particularly tempting during revision
week to let your eyes stray over the people around you
instead of focusing on your textbooks: the posts follow
one another in quick succession. A juicy example?
‘Handsome boy on the ﬁrst ﬂoor who is so enjoying
sucking on his fruit. Wouldn’t you like to suck on my fruit
some time?’
But is there more to this craze than anonymous babble?
Do the passions expressed on Facebook lead to face-toface encounters? Resource wanted to ﬁnd out. The proof
of the pudding is in the eating. Would that cute redhead I
sometimes see in the Forum meet me for a drink? Not
afraid of a bit of participatory journalism, I placed a
message: ‘Girl with the red hair, stripy shirt and jeans at
the table in the forum canteen, every time I see you I am
enchanted by your beauty. I have to study until ﬁve o’clock.
After that, will you have a drink with me in the Grand
Café?’
NOW ALL I HAVE TO DO IS WAIT.
Do you ever get any serious studying done, with all that
digital ﬂirting going on? It seems indeed to be quite
difﬁcult. Fourth year student of Plant Sciences Mathia
opts for an avoidance strategy: ‘If I follow that page I can’t
sit then in the library in a normal way. And I prefer to look
for a quiet corner. If I go and sit in one of the circles, I get
the feeling I am being watched.’ Mathia doubts whether
everyone in the library nowadays has come there in order
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ook
to study. ‘I recently saw a girl who spent an hour ﬁddling
with her smart phone before she even got out her books. I
reckon she only came there for the messages on Gespot:UB
WUR.’
Fifth year Biology student Patrick follows the messages
every day. ‘I am always astonished at what people post,
without the slightest embarrassment.’ But sometimes, he
must admit, ‘they really are quite funny.’ The posts on the
page are a regular topic of conversation among his friends:
‘We often talks about the best quotes of the day at
suppertime. “I ﬁnd you attractive but you do look a bit like
an otter” is already famous.’
For Master’s student of Communication Science
Annemiek, the Facebook page is a source of entertainment.
‘I once posted something just to tease a girlfriend. But I
did tell her straightaway that I was the one who posted it.
Luckily for her, she had a lecture and she had to leave the
library almost as soon as it appeared. She did get some
nice responses, she said.’
PSYCHOLOGICAL INTIMACY
The existence of an online ﬂirting facility has not escaped
the notice of the librarians either. It provides a distraction.
One of the librarians admits, ‘Now and then I look to see if
I can recognize a girl from one of the posts.’
The effect of the raging hormones is still restricted to
the digital sphere, though, say the librarians. As far as they
can see, the atmosphere in the library has not altered
noticeably. ‘Sometimes boys and girls chat each other up
on the stairs but that was always the case.’
There is an explanation for this, says Wageningen
professor Reint-Jan Renes, who studies mass media
communication. People automatically seek balance in the
degree of ‘intimacy’ they enter into with another person. If
someone stands very close to them (in a lift for example),
people create some distance by avoiding eye contact. It’s
is good to be close, but not too close. It works the other
way round as well –physical distance leaves scope for
psychological intimacy. The limitation of the social
media, the lack of physical intimacy, makes it easier for us
to make contact and address people, in Renes’s view. In

Raging hormones in the university library. The people in the photo are not those referred to in the article.

this sense, the Gespot:UB pages are part and parcel of
recent developments: social media change the way in
which we make contact with each other.
GRAND CAFÉ
But the question of whether real live dates come out of
Gespot:UB has not yet been answered. Let’s go back to my
venture into participatory journalism. Just as I start
looking around for that cute redhead, the Grand Café ﬁlls
up with winter AID participants. I plough through the
crowd of fresh international students but don’t see her
anywhere. Did she see my post? Is she going to show up at
all? I take a walk around the ground ﬂoor of the Forum in
case she’s somewhere there. It is now ten past ﬁve: one
last look around the Grand Café. And yes, there she is,
sitting waiting on a bench.
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‘IDEAL IT IS NOT’
Idealis wants to change the rental contract for the Dijkgraaf residence to
make sure students start disposing of their own household garbage. This
led to loud protest on the Resource website: ‘Abuse of power’, ‘Ideal it is
not’, ‘useless move’… and these were among the milder comments. Are they
justiﬁed or over the top? Is Idealis abusing its monopoly?
text: Rob Goossens and Gaby van Caulil / photo: Rob Goossens

Matthijs van der Houwen
resident of the Dijkgraaf
‘Yes, Idealis is behaving like a monopolist by imposing its wishes on us
all. They ran a survey themselves and
it showed that 70 percent of the residents were against having to put out
their garbage. Strikes me as a pretty
convincing majority. If you then just proceed to get your
plans in through the back door, you give the impression that
you don’t take the residents very seriously – to say the least.
Pity. I see a pattern here. A while back Idealis just suddenly scrapped the furnished rooms too.’

Jan Harkema
deputy director of Idealis
‘Naturally, I don’t like all the criticism. Of course not. But in the past
we have had big fusses too, and people had all sorts of conspiracy theories about the renovation of the
Bornsesteeg and the Dijkgraaf ﬂats.
In those days it was all banners and telephonic threats.
Now you see the criticism on the internet, where people
are very quick to chip in with their pennyworth. Monopolist is a cheap accusation, I’d say. The simple fact is that we
have 4000 residential units here. We try not to behave like
a monopolist, but in fact that is what we are. I didn’t think it
was a good idea to respond on the site, considering we had
already informed the tenants very clearly. What is more,
that would only fuel the discussion. I can’t do much with
all those opinions, either. I would prefer it if people came

to talk to us. Everyone who approaches us gets an answer.
Make an appointment and we can explain things.
Without trivializing it, I have learned by now that change
arouses opposition. When we stopped renting furnished
rooms, a small minority objected, whereas a majority of
the residents preferred to buy their own furniture. You can
never please everyone.’

Margo Baartmans
resident of the Binnenveld complex
‘As a resident of the Binnenveld I
don’t have much cause for complaint. We get rid of our garbage
ourselves and that is not a problem. I
think Idealis is quite a good landlord, actually; we rarely have any
issues with them. If something gets broken they come at
once. You would hope so, at the price, mind you. When I
see that you can rent a room of 20 square metres on the
High Street for 250 euros, I can’t help wondering why I am
paying about 350 euros for a room of 18 square metres.

Max Jonkman
residents’ representative for
Dijkgraaf
‘I don’t recognize that picture of Idealis as a monopolist taking no notice
of students’ wishes. Not in relation
to the garbage issue at Dijkgraaf, either. Things may have gone a bit
wrong in the communication between us, but Idealis does
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have the right to add or withdraw particular services if
their operations or principles require it. It is simply not
true that they do not consider the students. Only yesterday
I was talking to Idealis and it was agreed that the new garbage system for the Dijkgraaf will only be in force from
2016. You couldn’t ask for a more reasonable transition
period. I thought the students’ reactions on the internet
were over the top. The student housing provider is an easy
target. If you ask me, there weren’t many Dijkgraaf residents among them.

Joris Alkemade
resident of Hoevestein
‘I can understand the negative reactions to Idealis. The maintenance of
our building is deplorable. The lifts
are bad, and so are the rest of the
communal areas. There is hardly any
maintenance. I realize it doesn’t

have to be a posh hotel, but surely it could be better than
this. The worse thing, to me, is the housing for foreign
students. When you see the containers they have to live in,
you are ashamed of Wageningen’s ‘hospitality’. It would be
good if there were at least two providers of student
housing; I am sure the rent would be lower then, and the
service better.’

Rosita van de Veer
resident of Dijkgraaf
‘Of course it is ridiculous that Idealis
didn’t respect the results of the survey. All the more considering they
didn’t really have any good reason
for changing the system for the garbage. We pay for garbage collection,
don’t we? But to be honest, apart from that I don’t have
much problem with Idealis as a landlord.’
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‘I HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN A KEEN
PARTYGOER.’

Student sets up shop in Wageningen

TAKING THE PLUNGE
Most students are happy with a
part-time job, but Marcel de Haan
(fourth-year student of Biology)
is aiming higher. This month, he
and his housemate Biense
Boxhorn (who is doing an applied
sciences degree at Stoas) opened
an aquarium shop called Aquaticmotion. They plan to sell tropical
ﬁsh and ornamental shrimps. We
talked to Marcel de Haan about
his venture into entrepreneurship.

Does that work, opening a shop
while you are studying for a
degree?
‘Your student days are the perfect time of life to start something
like this. The biggest advantage is
that it is no big deal if we fail. If it
doesn’t work out, we’ll have lost a
bit of money, gained a bit of experience, and we’ll just carry on with
our studies. Another advantage is
that you have fewer expenses and
you are satisﬁed with smaller proﬁts. And it gives you a chance to
build up a good network. We were
able to consult the university on
practical matters such as how to
‘cycle’ the aquaria: which means
growing the right bacteria for cleaning up the ﬁshes’ waste products. Fantastic to have Wageningen professors as your advisors.’
Will it be very time-consuming?
‘Starting up is time-consuming.
You have to ﬁnd cheap premises,
establish contacts with wholesa-

lers, and get to know the regulations for importing tropical ﬁsh. We
knew there would be a lot involved,
but we hadn’t expected it to take
up as much time as it did. We were
on the phone to the Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority an
awful lot. But once the shop is up
and running it won’t be as busy. To
start with, at least, we are only
going to open on Saturdays. And
apart from that we only have to
feed the ﬁsh twice a week. It’s good
there are two of us and we complement each other well: I am really
the theoretical type and Biense is
more of a doer.’
Is this the start of a career as an
entrepreneur?
‘In two years’ time maybe we’ll
hire a couple students to manage
the shop. Or we’ll expand to other
towns, if it takes off. We’ll just see.
For now, anyway, it is fantastic to
start something like this. You learn a lot from it and you put things
you study into practice. I can only
advise other students to have the
nerve to do the same.’ Jeroen Bok

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

Where did you get the idea of
starting an aquarium shop?
‘It all started with a simple
aquarium in my room. A friend gave me a couple of ornamental
shrimps. They turned out to breed
at a phenomenal rate so in no time
I had too many. Then I started selling them on Marktplaats. That
went so well that I put more and
more aquaria in my room, with
more and more cherry shrimps.
One day the landlord came by and
said having that many aquaria in
your room wasn’t really the idea.
That set me thinking and soon my
housemate Biense and I decided to

think bigger and open an aquarium shop.’

Who? Tim Möhlmann
What? Founder of Facebook-style
site, ‘Wageningen UP’
Why? Launched Wageningen UP
party website
Has Facebook become too small for
you?
‘We have grown a lot in the past
year, for sure; we now have more
than 2000 members.
Unfortunately, Facebook often
changes the way it works, so the
page has become somewhat
messy. On the new Wageningen UP
website, everything is visible at a
glance; you can see the next ﬁve
parties at a glance on the home
page.’
Are you such a party animal that
you know about every party?
‘I have always been a keen
partygoer, and people often ask me
if I know of a good night out. At
one point, I started a group on
Facebook to provide an overview.
My house-mate Viola and I usually
spend a couple of hours a week on
it. We’re spending more time now
because of the site and the kickoff
party on 28 February.’

Students Marcel de Haan (left) and Biense Boxhorn have opened their own aquarium shop. ‘You learn a lot from it.’

Do you earn anything from it as
well?
‘When we were running the
Facebook group we sometimes got
a free beer at parties we had
publicized. On the website, there
are Google advertisements. We use
these to pay for site-hosting and
perhaps we’ll print some ﬂyers
later on. You’ll never make a
fortune doing this but that’s
alright if you enjoy doing it.’ LvdN
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FILM EXPOSES LONELINESS

The ﬁlm shows an African student walking alone to his room in
the Bornsesteeg, closing the door
and cooking a meal by himself. A
laptop then comes into view, showing a photograph of his family
back home. This must have struck
a chord among many Wageningen
students, judging by the more than
150 ‘likes’ the ﬁlm has already received.
‘Our main intention is to make
this loneliness visible,’ says Elske
Hageraats, who made the ﬁlm together with Adi Nugraha from Indonesia. A mutual friend agreed to
be featured in it. The idea came up
during a course on culture shock.
The ﬁlm zooms in on the Bornsesteeg, the student residence that
is exclusively for foreign students,
and which does not have common
areas on its corridors. ‘It takes a bit
of pressure to get students make
that ﬁrst move to get in contact,’
says Elske. ‘A place like a shared
kitchen forces people to make contact.’
Elske and Adi interviewed a

CREDIT FOTOGRAAF

Being a student in Wageningen
can be a lonely business for
foreigners. This is made clear by
a Facebook post with a short ﬁlm
that appeared on Wageningen
Student Plaza at the beginning of
February.

Video still from the ﬁlm: it can be hard to make contact in the Bornsesteeg.

handful of students for their ﬁlm.
It became clear that these students
sometimes spend hours in their
room skyping with their families
back home, while they often have
no idea who their neighbours are.
Adi had a difﬁcult start like this
himself. ‘I thought I was going to
be living in paradise, a wonderful
country,’ he says. ‘When I arrived
at the Bornsesteeg, I knocked on
all the doors in my corridor to introduce myself to my neighbours,
but most of them reacted defensi-

vely. Whereas at home, I am part of
a closeknit community.’
SIGN OF WEAKNESS
The students concerned do not like
to talk about this problem. ‘Many
foreign students are extremely grateful for the chance to study here,
so they don’t want to complain,’
says Adi. ‘Moreover, they think that
it’s their own fault. They see it as a
sign of weakness to be lonely.’
The ﬁlmmakers do not offer a
solution to the problem. In the

ﬁlm they urge students to do their
best to contact others. But their
ﬁrst objective is to make the problem visible and a subject of discussion. ‘We are happy to leave the
solution to the university, Idealis
and the students themselves.’ NM
https://www.face
book.com/video/
embed?video_id
=102004058473
67044

Hanna Rövenich scores with fungus
Hanna Rövenich has won the
2012 Thesis Prize. The German
student of Plant Biotechnology
impressed the jury with her
research on the mechanism of a
fungal infection on tomato
plants.
Each year the Wageningen
University Fund and KLV award a
thesis prize per subject area for the
best thesis. The students get 500
euros each and a bronze statuette.
There is 500 euro extra for the
most outstanding thesis. This year

this accolade went to Hanna. In
her research she identiﬁed protein
candidates that the fungus
Cladosporium fulvum uses to infect
tomato plants. ‘The new thing
about my research was that I
combined old-fashioned and new
techniques, which made it
possible to isolate new protein
candidates. New insights on the
mechanisms underlying the
tomato-fungus relationship help
us to make tomato plants
resistant.’
According to the jury report,

Hanna’s thesis was by far the best
of this academic year. ‘The jury was
very impressed by the level of
excellence of her research, the new
methodology and the potential for
publication in a high ranking
journal. On these grounds the jury
unanimously thinks her thesis can
be seen as an extraordinary
achievement.’
PUBLICATION
Hanna’s research was used by a
PhD student and a postdoc as a
basis for further research. ‘They

have some interesting results and
are currently working on a
publication. I haven’t talked to
them, so I have no idea if I will be
cited in the article.’ Hanna is now
doing a PhD with the Department
of Phytopathology. ‘I still work on
tomato plants but with a different
fungus.’
The three other winners of the
Thesis Prize are Sebastiaan
Hoenen (Social Sciences), Frans
Boogaard (Agrotechnology and
Food) and Anne Wegner (EnvironLvdN
mental Sciences).
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CYCLING WEATHER
We go cycling for fun when the
weather’s nice, mostly. You knew
that of course, but researchers
from Wageningen and Twente have
now proven it scientiﬁcally. But
what constitutes nice weather?
Rain hardly seems to keep the Dutch
oﬀ their bikes. The key thing is the
right temperature. So you have
learned something new after all.

Multiculti mix at Rijnveste
From 2 April, international
students can test a new formula
for student accommodation in
Idealis’s new residence
Rijnveste. This is a pilot study
with which the student housing
provider wants to gauge how
international and Dutch students
like living together.

VALENTINES
The prettier and slimmer a woman
is, the fewer the sexual partners
she has, says sociologist McLintock
of Notre Dame University. Attractive women have more clout on the
relationships market, giving them
more inﬂuence on the success of
their relationship. The opposite is
true for men: the more attractive
they are, the more partners they
have. Tough luck.

WELCOME
Leeuwarden is putting itself on the
map with a three day festival in
July. Welcome to the Village is its
name. The local naturists have
their own ideas about that. They
are happy about the new festival,
part of which will be held on the
nudist beach. But they do expect
their visitors to bare all. Who’s
coming along?

At the moment Idealis’s student
residents are only available to
Dutch students, with the exception
of the high-rise Bornsesteeg
residence, which is exclusively for
international students. With
effect from 2016, Idealis will be
changing the system so that
anyone who has registered, from a
Dutch ﬁrst-year to an international
PhD student, can apply for any
room. The pilot in Rijnveste is part
of the preparations for this.
Interested students were

invited to apply in groups of no
more than six people for one of the
13 pilot units (66 rooms in total).
‘Almost 60 students have already
signed up,’ says Jan Harkema,
accommodation manager at
Idealis. ‘Forty six of them are
foreign students. Some groups are
entirely made up of foreigners, but
there are also a few mixed groups,
so we are very curious to see how it
works out.’ They are mainly
students from other European
countries, Harkema adds.
A LOT OF INTEREST
Rijnveste will be ready on 2 April.
There has been no shortage of
interest in the 272 rooms with
shared facilities: 350 students
registered for these. The new
tenants at the complex on the
Rijnsteeg will include students
already living in an Idealis

residence. Harkema: ‘That frees
up space for accommodating
new students. I think by our

‘We are very
curious to see
how it works out’
target date of 1 May, all students
registered with Idealis and
actively looking for a room will
have one.’
Besides the 272 rooms with
shared facilities, Rijnveste also
offers 64 self-contained rooms
and 9 apartments for PhD
students. Applications for these
rooms will be accepted from two
weeks from now. Harkema
expects these rooms to ﬁll up
quickly too. LvdN

PUKE

An Englishman appears to have
stumbled upon a highly valuable
‘rock’. He was walking along the
beach when his dog became
enthralled by a stinking yellow stone weighing three kilos. After a bit
of googling he realized it was
something a sperm whale puked
up. Ambergris is used in perfumes
such as Channel No 5. Hmm, lovely.
The lump in question could be
worth 130,000 euros. Maybe it’s
time for a holiday on the island of
Texel…

GOING, GOING, GONE! Argo rowing club earned 1300
euros on Saturday 9 February from a real live art auction.
Auctioneer Alexander Pechtold (day job: Dutch MP) sold
oﬀ ﬁve paintings by boat repairman Adrie Brouwer and
artistic relatives of Argonauts. The proceeds will go
towards renovating the clubhouse.
The auction was part of Argo’s centenary celebrations. The

same day the club also held a symposium about its rowing
successes, led by the famous Argo alumnus Gerrit Hiemstra. The day was devoted to the question of how get to
the top, with insights from a top oarsman, top coach,
nutritionist and sports psychologist. A reunion will follow
later this year and the festivities will be rounded oﬀ with
a big party. RR, photo Robin Ammerlaan
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EPISODE 3 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<
ianca was woken by a rattling sound from
below. Someone was tidying up the
kitchen. Her head pounded with every
cupboard door that was slammed, every fork
or spoon that clattered in the sink. Great. Just
when I’ve got the mother of all hangovers,
someone decides to scrub down the kitchen,
she thought resentfully. She looked at her
alarm clock. ‘Eight thirty?!’ Groaning, she
rolled over on her front and buried her head
under the pillow.
Slowly the sounds from the kitchen receded
into the background and the memory of the
night before returned to her still foggy mind.
It had been her club night at the KSV and
she’d spent the whole night in the pub. A
pretty wild night for a Wednesday. They had
danced, drunk too much beer, and stood on
the bar. And had she had a row with Freek? It
was diﬃcult to sort out what had actually
happened. She reached for the bottle of water
next to her bed to take away the bad taste in
her mouth.
Suddenly her gaze fell on the pile of clothes in
the corner of the room. The sour smell of stale
beer penetrated her nose. Her new black dress
that had cost an arm and a leg! She slid
quickly out of bed and crawled over to the
pile of clothes that she had dropped on the
ﬂoor last night, in a foggy state of mind. The
black dress was a pathetic, stinking heap. She
had spent a whole month’s grant on that
dress! And then that stupid prick Freek just

ILLUSTRATIE: MEREL DE GRAAF

Pub outﬁt
B

throws a glass of beer all over it.
Tears of fury welled up. She shut her eyes and
was once more standing in the pub, the beer

‘Well it’s your own fault,’
he snapped. ‘You threw
shit all over me.’
just thrown over her by Freek (a boy she had
gone out with a couple of times) dripping oﬀ
her. She stared at him in indignation.
‘Well it’s your own fault,’ he snapped at her.
‘You threw shit all over me.’ He pointed at the

wet patch on his trousers.
‘That was water. Prick!’ She turned around
quickly, feeling the tears welling. No way must
Freek see her crying. Never. She marched oﬀ,
but not too fast to hear him hissing ‘Stupid
bitch’ after her.
Bianca cast away the dress with a dramatic
gesture. Why on earth hadn’t she worn her
usual pub outﬁt? A month of living on baked
beans just to make an impression on that idiot
Freek.

Next time read what happens when Bianca’s housemate Elise is spotted in de UB

Safety net for slow students
The plans for limiting the number
of resits to be held could aﬀect
students facing the new hard
cutoﬀ point between a Bachelor’s
and a Master’s degree. For this
reason, the student council
threatened to veto the measure.
The university has promised to
soften the blow.
The university wants to cut down
the number of resit periods to two
per year. As a result, third-year
students who fail their last exam

could end up having to delay
starting on their Master’s. This is
an effect of the new rule that your
Bachelor’s must be in the bag
before your start on your Master’s.
‘Students have nothing to do but
pick their noses for six months,’ is
student council member WouterJan van Roosmalen’s way of
putting it. ‘That doesn’t do the
pass rate any good, whereas a high
pass rate is the university’s main
aim.’
The executive board admits that

the changes to the resit periods
could cause problems. It also
wants to enable as many students
as possible to proceed swiftly to a
Master’s, says rector magniﬁcus
Martin Kropff. To this end the
university has promised to make
provision for this particular group
of students. ‘We want to enforce
the hard cutoff point, so the
arrangement is only for serious
students who have almost
completed their Bachelor’s. This is
a small group of students and

affects a small number of courses.’
Besides making an exception for
these students, the university is
also drawing up a policy for
courses with a high failure rate,
and the student council will be
closely involved in evaluating the
new protocol.
The student council is satisﬁed
with this gesture from the
university. They do want the
protocol to be ready by the end of
this academic year and to be able
to give feedback on it. LvdN
14 February 2013 — RESOURCE
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>> CULT
What? Choral performance Angels and Demons by The Dutch Students
Chamber Choir Where? Arboretum Church in Wageningen When?
Sunday 17 February, 14.15 Tickets? 6 euros, see nskk.nl/reserveren

Little Angels
Would you be quite interested in a classical concert but are you afraid of
feeling out of place? Grab your chance on Sunday 17 February and come
and hear Angels and Demons, sung by the Dutch Students Chamber
Choir in the Arboretum church. Last autumn the best student singers
were selected by audition – sadly there are no Wageningers among them.
After an intensive rehearsal period – sometimes more than 10 hours a
day – they are now touring Dutch university towns.
As the name suggests, the concert is about good and evil. The story
focuses ﬁrst on the good – the ‘music of the angels’. But the devil
gradually makes his presence felt too. The work sung is mainly modern,
by composers such as Benjamin Britten and the conductor himself, Kurt
Bikkembergs. True to tradition, they also sing new works such as an
adaptation of Robbie Williams’ Angels. And a saxophonist will provide a
virtuoso solo.
Interested, but not sure what to expect? Get a sneak ‘prehear’ at
nskk.nl. RR
The Dutch Students Chamber Choir

>> THE WORKS
CYCLING IN BANGLADESH
Who? Imke van Asseldonk, MSc Environmental Science
What? Did a seven month internship and research at the World Fish
Centre, an NGO and research institute
Where? Dhaka, Bangladesh
‘In Bangladesh I got to know a new side of myself. I turned out to be
more adaptable than I thought. Dhaka is a megacity and I thought I
would ﬁnd that stiﬂing. But not so. The trafﬁc there is very slow so after
two weeks I bought a bicycle. A strange thing to do in Bangladeshi eyes.
Many Bangladeshi have never seen a white person, let alone a white girl
on a bicycle. In their eyes, whites are rich, and if you are rich you buy a
car with a chauffeur. Cycling is for the poor. In Bangladesh, class
distinctions are still very much in evidence, and that can be difﬁcult. As
a woman, you are treated differently. That made it hard to be sure what
men’s intentions were. On the streets it was normal to be stared at, so if
you want to feel like a ﬁlm star, go to Bangladesh.
My internship consisted of helping with a study of the different levels of
ﬁsh consumption in the rural and urban populations of Bangladesh.
We looked at the trend towards farmed ﬁsh rather than wild-caught
ﬁsh. I was given a database and worked a lot with Excel and on making
graphs. That is something you can do in the Netherlands too. Boring,
really.
After the internship I did research for my MSc thesis. I looked at the

development of pangasius ﬁsh farming in two villages since pangasius
was introduced into the region at the beginning of 2002. My focus lay
mainly on the impact on land use and the livelihoods of rural
households. I was allowed to do ﬁeld work and it was no longer a nineto-ﬁve ofﬁce job. That gave me a chance to get to know another side of
Bangladesh: the countryside. The people were incredibly interested in
me; I was invited everywhere and was offered food all the time, even
during Ramadan. In the Netherlands everyone has a much bigger social
circle, whereas there it is small and very close. I miss that now I am back
here.’ MvdH
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95th Dies Natalis

Food for all

Sustainable nutrition security

15
March

MEANWHILE IN... <<

Register now!
www.wageningenUR.nl/dies

Meanwhile in.... China
International students talk to Resource about the latest news from
home. This week: the Chinese year of the snake started on
February 10th.
Commenting on the news: Zhuobiao Ni, Yuan He (MME) and
Xiao Chen (MFQ)
Xiao: ‘I was born in the year of the Snake, so this year is my
special year. That is why I wear a necklace and bracelet of red
and gold, to combat bad luck and to insure good luck for me. I
wear more red clothes too.’
Zhuobiao: ‘New year’s celebration is the biggest holiday of the
year. We get seven days off and celebrate it with our family. The
main event in my family used to be a big national TV show,
with singing and dancing, comedy and magic shows. I like the
part where they make jokes about the past year. This time they
were about government servants who used public money to
pay for expensive dinners. And about all the babies that were
born in the dragon year. It is the luckiest Chinese year, so
these parents planned it well.’
Yuan: ‘Eight million people moved out of Beijing; the city is
almost empty now. There were 20 people in the South who
couldn’t get a train ticket, so they drove 2000 kilometres on
motorcycles to their family in the mountains. That was a big
story on the news.’
Zhuobiao: ‘One of my favourite traditions was getting the red
envelope as a kid. It’s called Ya Sui Qian; the best translation is
good luck money. It is used to buy things but symbolically also
to keep devils away. Now that I got married I have to give an
envelope away to a younger person.’
Xiao: ‘In the past this was the most important celebration,
because we would get new clothes and good food. But now we
can buy clothes every day and we have plenty of food on the
table. Consumption has a different meaning nowadays. What
remains is to share time and traditions with our family.’

in memoriam

Prof. Lucas Horst
Emeritus Professor Irrigation and
Civil Engineering
On Tuesday 29 January 2013 Lucas
Horst passed away aged 82. Lucas
was Professor of Irrigation and
Civil Engineering (Irrigatie en Weg
en Waterbouwkunde) at Wageningen University from 1977 to 1992.
In that time he inspired a
generation of students to become
engaged irrigation engineers,
professionals and researchers.
Throughout he maintained a lively
and critical debate internationally
about irrigation design and
management, always ready to
challenge perceived wisdoms, and
also gave quiet, calm and

unstinting support and advice to
friends and students. Lucas made
a tremendous contribution to the
ﬁeld of irrigation and development: he was seen to build an
internationally known irrigation
‘school’ of sociotechnical research
at Wageningen University, that
reshaped thinking about the
knowledge and experience that
Wageningen graduates should
have, the research methodologies
they could use, and what new
pressing questions to answer to
support productive and sustainable irrigation systems. His
passion to improve competences
in irrigation design and development support was recognized
globally through his work with
international organizations and his
longstanding ﬁeld connections in
Africa, Indonesia and Nepal. His
book ‘The dilemmas of water
division’ (1998) remains a highly
regarded reference text concerning
irrigation technology choices, and
the interlinkages of technology
and management.
Lucas Horst will be greatly missed
and our thoughts are with his wife
and children at this time.
Linden Vincent, Irrigation and Water Engineering Group

14 February 2013 — RESOURCE
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wanted/on oﬀer
Oﬀers and requests for goods and
voluntary work for students and
staﬀ. Send no more than 75 words
to resource@wur.nl, with ‘Wanted/
On Oﬀer’ as subject, on the Thursday before publication.

the following activities: afternoon
symposium on ‘Exodus from the
water sector: Looking for the water
employee of the future’ (Thursday
7 March, 15.45 - 20.30, Lumen)
and ‘Buzzing toxicity’, an informational symposium about bee
deaths (Friday 5 April).
INFO: WWW.KENNISNETWERKMILIEU.NL.

Youth representative for Sustainable Development
The Dutch National Youth Council,
an umbrella organization for youth
groups, is looking for a new youth
representative for Sustainable Development. The youth representative will be the spokesperson for
young people in dealing with the
government, the private sector and
organizations such as the UN.
The application period closes on 1
March; visit njr.nl for the vacancy
description.
HTTP://NJR.NL/NJR/VACATURES/GEZOCHT-VNJONGERENVERTEGENWOORDIGER-DUURZAMEONTWIKKELING.HTML

announcements
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.
Student Council election
On 14 February the Student Council
Election Committee publishes the
electoral register. All students who
are registered as a regular WU student on the reference date, 12 February, are entitled to vote and are
eligible for election, and should be
included in the electoral register.
Persons concerned are requested to
verify that they have been registered correctly, via https://ssc.wur.nl/
Student under Elections (choose
‘Elections’ in the left menu).
Any person concerned may lodge a
notice of objection to the electoral
register until 21 February inclusive
with the Secretary of the Student
Council, Hermijn Speelman, Droevendaalsesteeg 4 (Room D.107),
P.O. Box 9101, 6700 HB Wageningen.
Water Employee of the Future and
Buzzing Toxicity
The Environment Science Network,
a Wageningen University alumni
society, invites you to take part in

agenda
Thursday 14 February, 23.00

CERES: T3 RICH, MAN POOR
MAN PARTY
Thirteen study associations are organizing a mega party! The theme
is ‘Rich Man, Poor Man’. Come to
Ceres dressed as a money-grabbing millionaire, pimp, tramp, celeb or beggar and go wild. DJ Freek
and the Unitas DJs will be in charge of the beats. The doors will be
open from 23.00 to 4.00. Don’t
forget your WUR card. Admission
is €3.50 for the study association
members and €4.50 for non-members.
WWW.WAGENINGENUP.NL FOR PARTY NEWS.

Saturday 16 February, 14.00

WINTER WOODLAND RUN
The Wageningen athletics clubs
Pallas’67 and Tartlétos are organizing a cross-country run through
the wintry woodlands of Wageningse Berg. This is an ideal event
for people who want to keep in
good condition during the winter
as well. Everyone decides for
themselves how far they want to
run. All runners start at the same
time, 14.00, and run one, two,
three or four circuits of 2500 metres. The runners are given a start
number, they are timed electronically and the results will be published on the clubs’ websites. Registration costs €2.50. Register on
the day at the refreshment tent at
Wageningse Berg, behind Scheidingslaan. Also on 16 March.
INFORMATION: WWW.PALLAS67.NL

16, 17, 19, 20 and 22 February

WDT IS PUTTING ON TWO ONEACT PLAYS
WDT is pitting the traditional
against the experimental with two
one-act plays: ‘Snow-white
dreams’ and ‘The return’. Not because WDT doesn’t know what it

wants but because they both make
exciting theatre. Actors: Arnold
Bregt, Bartje Schaake, Kirstin Jansen, Lambert van Gils, Melody
Splinter, Melanie Pekel, Monique
Hamers and Marjolijn Oltheten.
Performances: 16, 17, 19, 20 and
22 February in De Wilde Wereld,
Burgtstraat 1, Wageningen. Start:
20.30 (15.00 on Sunday 17 February). Admission: €10.00, pass holders and students: €8.50.
RESERVATIONS: 0317-318031/WWW.WDTTONEEL.NL

Sunday 17 February, 14.15

ANGELS & DEMONS CONCERT
Heavenly choir music and devilish
students combine in the Angels &
Demons concert by the Dutch student chamber choir (NSK), touring
various major Dutch towns from 15
February to 2 March. On Sunday 17
February in the afternoon, the NSK
will be singing in the Arboretum
church in Wageningen. Kurt Bikkembergs will be conducting the
NSK for the ﬁrst time, bringing an
individual touch to modern classical music. The central theme in Angels & Demons is the contrast
between good and evil.

tion’s Approach to Nature Conservation’.
Thursday 21 February, 20.00

POPCULTUUR PRESENTS OIIO &
WOLVES DRESSED IN SHEEP
Popcultuur Wageningen is arranging the ﬁrst musical event to take
place in Impulse, the multifaceted
platform for creative ideas. Two
folk bands from Nijmegen will be
making their debut there. OIIO features pop songs with acoustic
sounds, singing in harmony and
exotic samba percussion. They
make a good pairing with Wolves
Dressed in Sheep, with their upbeat pop tinged with country and
folk. Location: Impulse, building
115, Stippeneng 2. Admission free.
WWW.WAGENINGENUP.NL FOR PARTY NEWS.

Sunday 24 February, 15.30

PAUL LAMB & THE KINGSNAKES
IN CONCERT
Blues club XXL is organizing a concert by the British band Paul Lamb
& the Kingsnakes in Café XL. Admission: €12.50 for non-members.
MORE INFO: WWW.BLUESCLUB-XXL.COM.

Thursday 28 February, 22.00

INFORMATION AND TICKETS: WWW.NSKK.NL

CAFÉ HET GAT: WAGENINGENUP
‘TYPICAL WAGENINGEN’

Tuesday 19 February, 19.00
Thymos organises a Martial Arts
Evening! During this evening you
can join several martial arts workshops, like Aikido, Capoeira, Jiu
Jitsu and Kendo. This event will
start with a warming up at 19:00h
and after that the ﬁrst round starts
at 19:15h. Everybody can join without subscription and participation is free!

The very ﬁrst party for WageningenUP, promoting Wageningen’s
nightlife! We are celebrating a new
website and 2000 Facebook
friends. Come dressed as a crazy
prof, student, farmer, biologist,
hippy, nutritionist, scientist or local youth. For what could be better
than letting your hair down in ‘typical Wageningen’ style?! If you
come early you may win a great
prize! Admission free.

MORE INFO: WWW.SWUTHYMOS.NL

WWW.WAGENINGENUP.NL FOR PARTY NEWS.

Thursday 21 February, 14.30

Thursday 28 February, 20.00

MARTIAL ARTS EVENING:

THE FUTURE OF NATURE

ALL THAT JAZZ

In anticipation of the annual ceremony of the ‘Future for Nature
Awards’ for young, successful international conservationists, three
young award-winning conservationists will visit Wageningen to tell
students interested in the broad
ﬁeld of nature conservation about
their challenges and achievements.
In Lumen, Droevendaalsesteeg 3A.
The title of the programme is ‘The
Future of Nature: The Next Genera-

Cees Mobach, Wageningen composer, teacher and musical performer, is putting jazz in the spotlight
during three evening sessions in
the bblthk, using ﬁlm, band recordings, interviews and live music by
young, talented performers. This
third evening will be about Bebop
and Rebop and will include Finn
Dubbelboer, Marco Heering and
Robbert Kamphuis.
TICKETS: BBLTHK OR VIA INFO@BBLTHK.NL
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MCB-51403: Capita Selecta
Commodity Futures & Options

Wageningen UR zoekt:
PhD Sustainable proteins

Always wondered about what is happening at the trading
ﬂoor of exchanges like the ones in Amsterdam, London and
Chicago? Wondered about how (agribusiness) companies
manage their risks using commodity futures and options?
Wondered about how it would be if you were trading
commodity futures in Amsterdam, Frankfurt and Paris?
The Marketing & Consumer Behavior Group organizes a
unique course that will introduce students to commodity
futures and options markets. Students will develop an
understanding of the markets and how they work, gain
knowledge about the theory behind futures and options
markets, identify their economic functions, and develop an
analytical capability to evaluate their economic usefulness.
This course is taught by Professor Joost M.E. Pennings
(Marketing & Consumer Behavior Group, Wageningen
University). There are only 40 seats available.
If you are interested in taking this course (3 Credits)
please register with Ellen Vossen at MCB (room 5029, De
Leeuwenborch, e-mail: Ellen.Vossen@wur.nl, tel. 0317483385). You can also pick up the materials here. Lecturers
are on May 30 and May 31 in room C326 of the Forum
building and on June 13 and June 14 in room C318 of the
Forum building. Times are 10.30-12.15 hrs.

AFSG Levensmiddelenproceskunde, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-FPE-0009

Modeling life: exciting PhD positions in Systems Biology
AFSG SSB Systems and Synthetic Biology, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-SSB-0013

PhD Development of a cyanobacterial photosynthetic platform for
à la carte biocatalysis
AFSG SSB Systems and Synthetic Biology, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-SSB-0015

Secretaresse
AFSG Food & Biobased Research, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-FFC-0029

Administrateur
BC Corporate Education & Research, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: BC-0018

Full Professor Green Urban Planning and Design
BC Corporate Human Resources, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: WU-2013-HL003

PhD Hydrology and Quantitative Water Management
ESG Centrum Water en Klimaat, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: ESG CWK-0260

Assistant Professor in Biosystems Engineering (Tenure Track)
PSG Farm Technologie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-FT-0001

Assistant Professor in the ﬁeld of Research Methodology is a
challenging career trajectory
SSG Educatie & Competentiestudies, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-ECS-0015

Agrarisch Boekhoudkundig Medewerker
SSG LEI Bedrijven Informatie Net, Alkmaar (inwerkperiode
Leeuwarden)
Vacaturenummer: SSG-LEI-BIN-0008

Docent Visserij en Aquacultuur
VHL Diermanagement, Leeuwarden
Vacaturenummer: VHL DM0012

Heb je je bachelor afgerond? Kies dan voor een
master in Leiden of Den Haag.
Masterdag 8 maart
Kom langs en maak kennis met de Universiteit
Leiden: 70 masters en meer dan 200 specialisaties.
Meld je aan op unileidenmasters.nl en volg ons op
Twitter #masterdag.

Bij ons leer je de wereld kennen.
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>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Self-service shopping
My ﬁrst Dutch shopping experience was at a big V&D store. There was little sign of any staﬀ; I
only saw a few people standing behind the counter.

When I walked into the clothing area, nobody showed up to greet me or give me suggestions. It
was a big section with all different brands and I was kind of getting lost. I didn’t know where to
start looking. Anyway, I just started to walk around and picked the clothes that might suit me
and tried them on in the ﬁtting room and then made the decisions all by myself. It was a bit
lonely.
In China, stores like V&D will have several salespeople for every brand and they will try their best
to sell the clothing of their brand. As soon as you walk in, someone will ask what kind of clothes
you are looking for and then follow you around just in case you have any requirements. If you try
something on in a dressing room, the person will stand outside the door with several items that
they think you might like. Then they will give you compliments when you wear those clothes, no
matter whether they really look good on you or not.
Gradually, I started to like the Dutch shopping style because I can buy things without any pressure
and I am in control of the whole shopping process. I wouldn’t even feel embarrassed if I chose to
buy nothing at all because the staff in the store would not be disappointed about it.
And if I have any questions, I can always go and ﬁnd a salesman for help – which they willingly
provide. Wenjuan Mu, PhD student at Animal Production System Group

Gradually, I started to
like the pressure-free
Dutch shopping style

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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