Heart attack: saved
by a colleague

Cut down slowly
and then kick the habit

‘We got six new
members this year!’

‘At the hospital we were
quite emotional.’ | p.7 |

Mathematical model works out
best way to quit smoking. | p.8 |

There are 60 Wageningen student clubs.
Including very small ones. | p.12 |
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labour of love

>> BART + FUNGI
Bart Heijne, Crop Protection researcher at PPO Fruit Randwijk

‘The taste and smell can
be very distinctive’
For a mycologist like Bart Heijne, October
was heaven. Lots of nice walks in the
woods to look for fungi and identify them.
On his own or with fellow mycophiles in
the ﬁeld biology organization KNNV.
The range is big enough, with a good
5000 species of fungus in the
Netherlands. He looks, feels, smells and
tastes. ‘Only tasting, not eating.’ On the
photo, from front to back: the maze-gill
fungus, the common bonnet and the
RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
sulphur tuft.
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EXAM TIME
After days of swotting, exams await
in the Bongerd. Fingers crossed!

THUMBS UP
We Resource editors see the bright side of students losing their free public transport. We look forward to a return of the hitchhiking culture. Cardboard signs
held up along the Mansholtlaan and the Ritzemabosweg, saying Utrecht, Arnhem
or Eindhoven. Surprise encounters. Grateful students. Happy car drivers. Our
youngest editor (26) found it hard to imagine. That was enough to set the editor
of 50 talking about his many hitching experiences. Editor 45 suddenly started
practising with his thumb. Editor 63 dug an old black and white photo out of the
archive, showing hitchhikers on the Mansholtlaan. ‘Sometimes there were 30 of
them standing there, and you didn’t know whose turn it was.’
I put the photo on editor 26’s desk. He looked at it in disbelief. ‘Did that really
happen?’
Gaby van Caulil

>> The Mansholtlaan near
’t Gesprek restaurant, 1977.
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1HJRWLDWRUV5XWWHDQG6DPVRPSLFNHG:DJHQLQJHQJUDGXDWH'LMVVHOEORHP FHQWUH IRUWKHWUHDVXU\SRVW

ð )LIW\GD\VRIWDONVSURGXFHG
DJUHHPHQWIRU99'3YG$
FRDOLWLRQ
ð :KDWZLOOLWPHDQIRUUHVHDUFK
HGXFDWLRQDQG:DJHQLQJHQéV
ŊHOGVRIH[SHUWLVH"

First of all, many people in Wageningen will be pleased that state secretary Bleker’s nature policy is
being heavily reworked. The ecological main structure will be going
ahead after all, for instance, along
with its connecting zones, although more time is being allowed
for its creation. The Hedwige polder in Zeeland will also be ﬂooded.
‘I’m very pleased with this document,’ says Frank Berendse, professor of Nature Conservation and
Plant Ecology. Reading between
the lines, he sees even more positive signs. For instance, after being
declared ‘controversial’, Bleker’s
nature protection bill ‘will be
amended’. Berendse hopes these
amendments will draw on ‘Beautiful Netherlands’, the bill proposed

by the left-wing parties D66, PvdA
and GL, which he advised on. This
bill offers better protection for species and covers more areas than
just the Natura 2000 areas. ‘In that
sense it’s a good thing that we will
now get a PvdA state secretary [Co
Verdaas] after the CDA disaster
Bleker,’ says Berendse. ‘I just think
it’s a pity that Nature will stay with
the ministry of Economic Affairs
(Agriculture and Innovation), rather than moving to Infrastructure
and the Environment.’
0,/.,1*7+(678'(176
‘The new cabinet has turned its
back on higher education,’ fumes
the student union LSVb in response to the coalition agreement.
There are indeed measures in
store that will be painful for students. The interim agreement had
some good news, though - the abolition of the slow student penalty.
However, it is now clear that the
basic grant will disappear in 2014
and be replaced by a social loans
system - something both the VVD
and the PvdA wanted. The supple-

mentary grant will remain as an allowance for less well-off students.
This measure will generate a substantial saving: after a number of
transitional years, it will come to
800 million euros annually.
The politicians did pull one unexpected measure out of the hat,
though. As of 2015, the public
transport student card will be replaced by a discount card that is also available for vocational college
students. It will be possible to take
out a loan for travel costs under
the terms of the new loans system.
Finally, 20 million will be made
available to compensate for the negative effects of higher tuition fees
for second degrees.
025(%$6,&5(6($5&+
There will be 150 million extra for
basic research: 100 million is ‘new’
money and the other 50 million
will come from elsewhere in the
budget. Money is still haemorrhaging from research though, as the
previously agreed cuts of 500 million euros (because of falling natural gas revenues) on research bud-

If Jeroen Dijsselbloem takes up
the Finance portfolio as expected, The Hague will have another
minister who was educated in
Wageningen. Dijsselbloem studied agricultural economics
from ‘85 to ‘91. He is one of the
so-called ‘Red Scientists’ who
currently call the shots in the
PvdA, the other two being the
party leader Diederik Samsom
(TU Delft) and Staf Depla (Wageningen). Jeroen Dijsselbloem
(Eindhoven 1966) is a genuine
Wageningen man. He has lived
here since his student days, except for ﬁve years in Delft, and
was in the town council from ‘94
to ‘97. He enjoys movies at the
Heerenstraattheater, his favourite pub is Loburg and he is a
member of the Junushoﬀ board.
Dijsselbloem is another eminent
ambassador for Wageningen
(UR). ‘I’m always ready to help
Wageningen,’ he said in an interview with Wageningen Update in
2008. ‘You don’t lose that bond.’
Oddly enough, Dijsselbloem also
announced he was withdrawing
from politics in that interview.
That was back in 2008. He
thought he had been in parliament long enough.
Wageningen has a rich tradition
of providing ministers. Dijsselbloem was preceded by Gerrit
Braks and Joris Voorhoeve.
Others since WWII have included Henk Vredeling, Anne Vondeling and Kees Staf. Cees Veerman also studied in Wageningen
and was the board chairman before Aalt Dijkhuizen, but his ﬁrst
degree was in economics from
Erasmus University in Rotterdam. RK

gets are remaining in place.
Money for applied research is
being shifted around as well. A
sum of 110 million is being provided to foster collaboration
between science institutions and
businesses. On the other hand,
cutbacks are planned in the tax
subsidies for businesses. RR
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Wageningen UR is still growing.
The latest ﬁgures show that 1950
ﬁrst-year students enrolled this

year. This time last year this ﬁgure
was 1801. This means a growth of
eight percent, while last year the
growth in numbers of ﬁrst-years
seemed to be levelling off.
For BSc degrees, 1189 new ﬁrstyears enrolled, as opposed to 1110
last year. The number of ﬁrst-year
MSc students has risen from 691 to
771. Social sciences degree

programmes have not achieved the
70 percent growth predicted in
August, although the degree
programmes in Business and
Consumer Sciences, Health and
Society and Applied
Communication Sciences have
undergone considerable growth.
After Nutrition & Health and
Biology, Business and Consumer

Sciences is the most popular
degree, with 126 ﬁrst-years.
At Van Hall Larenstein,
enrolment is falling. The applied
sciences school has 1046 new ﬁrstyears this year, as opposed to 1130
in 2011 and 1204 in 2010. The drop
is mainly in programmes in Velp
and Wageningen. /YG1

LQEULHI
ǋǋ9(67(

0LVPDWFK
Two Chinese student council members
have left the student party VeSte as they
found the social commitments too much
of a burden. Shaoyang Xu and Yingying
Zhang will remain in the council as independent members. The two objected to
VeSte’s decision to have more of a presence at informal gatherings such as ‘constitution receptions’ (for new committees). The Chinese students felt it was
having too big an impact on their performance during the day. ‘I have led an extremely regular life for twenty years,’
says Yingying. ‘I can’t get my biorhythm
$6
to adapt to this.’

ǋǋ5(6($5&+

&DELQHWFLVJHQHVLVLVVDIH
The Dutch government does not think
cisgenesis should be subject to the EU
legislation for genetically modiﬁed
crops. The new breeding technique is
just as safe as classic plant breeding.
Joop Atsma, state secretary for the environment, supports a Parliamentary motion to make the assessment for cisgenesis

(plant breeding with same-species genes)
less stringent than that for transgenesis
(the introduction of genes from other species). This relaxation of the rules may mean
an end to the mandatory risk assessment
for cisgenesis crops such as the potato
Wageningen UR is developing. $6

ǋǋ/($9,1*

$E*URHQQHZ+HOLFRQERDUGFKDLUPDQ
Ab Groen, the director responsible for
Education, Research & Innovation at Wageningen UR, is to become the chairman
of the executive board of Helicon Opleidingen. He will start his new job on 1 February 2013. Groen has worked at Wageningen UR since 1986 and became the Education, Research & Innovation director in
RR
2005.

>> UNION

'LMNKXL]HQWRSVVDODU\OLVW
Once again, executive board chairman
Aalt Dijkhuizen came top as the best paid
director last year in the Dutch education
system. His take-home pay in 2011, including bonuses and allowances, was
346,495 euros, according to the annual
list produced by the AOb trade union. René Smit of the VU University Amsterdam
came second with 291,900 euros but
his salary is being cut. That means the
other Wageningen directors, Martin
Kropﬀ and Thijs Breukink, will probably get second and third place next
year (now they are third and fourth).
The new cabinet will reduce the maximum remuneration further to 172,000
euros, but the Wageningen supervisory
board does not want to change the existing contracts. The so-called Balkenende
norm will apply to new directors. +23

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ
4XHVWLRQV
‘In a letter to ‘informateurs’ Kamp and Bos, top man Aalt
Dijkhuizen pleads the cause of Wageningen.’ So began an
article on the Resource website on 19 October. The full
letter followed, putting ﬁve wishes and possibilities to the
people drawing up the new government agreement.
Everything revolved around strengthening the green sector
and making the needed transition to a biobased economy.
The ﬁfth recommendation in Dijkhuizen’s letter was: ‘a
coherent nature policy which focuses on strengthening the
economy, supporting recreation objectives and preserving
the desired biodiversity.’ This is at the very least a
remarkable proposition after all the ﬁreworks of recent
weeks about the desirable intensiﬁcation of agriculture. Of
course I am happy to see this attention to nature policy and
the preservation of biodiversity in Dijkhuizen’s letter – let
me make that quite clear. But closer consideration compels
me to pose a couple of questions. European nature policy –
read Natura 2000 – is the compass with which the
Netherlands will be navigating for the next couple of
decades. These regulations may provide scope for
interpretation here and there, but they are perfectly clear
on two fundamental principles. Firstly: where the desired
biodiversity is concerned, ecological values should prevail
over economic interests. Well, in that case, why should
nature policy focus on strengthening the economy?
Secondly: we won’t get where we want to be just by maintaining the nature areas that are left. The member states
have committed themselves to restoring the biodiversity to
an acceptable state. This makes ‘preserving the desired
biodiversity’ a contradiction in terms. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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A growing number of Wageningen
MSc graduates go on to become
researchers, according to the
Dutch Loopbaanmonitor (Career
Monitor) of 2011. As many as 43
percent of Wageningen graduates
ﬁnd a research job – 14 percent
more than appeared from the last
survey ﬁve years earlier. This ﬁgure
is surprisingly high, and is also
higher than at any other Dutch
university, says Gab van Winkel,
researcher and co-author of the
career monitor.
What is going on?
‘In the past few years about
1000 Master’s students have graduated from Wageningen per year.
The number is growing slightly. Of
those thousand, 31 percent got a
PhD position and 12 percent got
some other kind of research work,
such as short-term applied research. Those ﬁgures show that
Wageningen MSc degrees really
are research degrees. Wageningen
succeeds in attracting highly moti-

vated students who have the quality to gain a PhD position.’
Where do they ﬁnd those jobs?
‘By no means always at Wageningen. Of the more than 300 graduates who go on to PhDs, 120 end
up at Wageningen, 80 at other
Dutch universities and 100 abroad.
You have to realize that 37 percent
of the graduates are international
students who come to study in Wageningen and then get a research
post in their own countries.’
But the number of Wageningen
PhD students is growing too?
‘That’s right. Enrolments of
PhD students have grown over the
past ﬁve years from 300 to about
350. Of that group only 40 percent
have a degree from Wageningen.
In the nineteen nineties, 60 percent were from Wageningen. So
the growth in PhD numbers mainly comes from elsewhere.’
And the funding with it?
‘Certainly. There is no extra funding for research in the Netherlands, but there is in countries
such as China, Brazil and the EU.
They are investing heavily in the
knowledge economy and in the
mobility of students, including

PhD students. So that has increased tremendously. Because we have a good reputation worldwide,
we beneﬁt from that. The number
of PhDs is going up globally. That

is reﬂected in students’ ambitions
too: 60 percent of foreign students
want to do a PhD after graduating,
as opposed to 20 percent of Dutch
$6
students.’
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,WLVQRW\HWDODUPLQJEXWWKHWUHQGLVFOHDU:DJHQLQJHQJUDGXDWHVDUHWDNLQJ
ORQJHUWRŊQGDMREFDUHHUVXUYH\GH/RRSEDDQPRQLWRUWHOOVXV8QWLO
DERXWSHUFHQWRIJUDGXDWHVVWDUWHGLQDMREVWUDLJKWDZD\ WKHJUHHQ
OLQHRQWKHJUDSK 7ZR\HDUVODWHUWKLVSURSRUWLRQKDGGURSSHGWRSHU
FHQW$QGRIWKHJURXSWKDWGLGQRWŊQGDMRELPPHGLDWHO\ \HOORZ DERXWKDOI
UHG ZHUHXQHPSOR\HGIRUPRUHWKDQIRXUPRQWKV
7KHVDPHGHYHORSPHQWFDQEHVHHQDPRQJ3K'JUDGXDWHVDOWKRXJKKHUHLW
VWDUWHGD\HDUODWHU  DQGWKHLUFKDQFHVRIŊQGLQJDMREZHUHKLJKHU
SHUFHQWIRXQGDMRELQWKH\HDULQZKLFKWKH\JUDGXDWHG
6DODU\ZLVHOLWWOHKDVFKDQJHGVLQFH7KHDYHUDJH:DJHQLQJHQJUDGXD
WHVWDUWVRQDPRGHVWHXURVSHUPRQWK JURVVIXOOWLPH EXWWKLVJRHVXS
IDLUO\UDSLGO\UHDFKLQJDURXQGHXURVZKHQWKH\KDYH\HDUVéH[SHUL
HQFH 5*LQIRJUDSKLF+DQV:HJJHQ

THE BOTTOM LINE
:HQRORQJHUEDWDQH\HOLGIRURQHPRUHWDVWHWHVWLQJ
SDQHOKHUHRUWKHUH$IWHUDOOWKLVLV:DJHQLQJHQ85
%XWDWRLOHWSDSHUSDQHOQRZWKDWGRHVPDNHRXUMRXU
QDOLVWLFHDUVSULFNXS6L[WHHQPHQDQGZRPHQæVWDŉ
DQGVWXGHQWVæEHQGLQJLQGHHSFRQFHQWUDWLRQRYHU
VKHHWVRIORRUROO3XOOLQJRQWKHPKROGLQJWKHPXSWR
WKHOLJKWDQGLQDQXQJXDUGHGPRPHQWHYHQVQLŌ
QJDW
WKHP7KHSDSHUVTXDOLW\LVWKHERWWRPOLQHKHUH%XW
LWLVOHVVRIDMRNHWKDQLWPD\VHHPVD\VWKHDSWO\
QDPHGSURMHFWOHDGHU/LVHWWH6FKRRQPDQ VFKRRQ
PHDQVFOHDQ 7KHWHVWLVSDUWRIWKHWHQGHUSURFHVVIRU
WRLOHWSDSHUDQGSDSHUWRZHOV$SURFHVVWKDWKDVEHHQ
JRLQJRQZLWKXSVDQGGRZQVIRUWZR\HDUVQRZ:H
ZRUNRXUZD\WKURXJKWRQQHVRIWKLVVRUWRI
SDSHUSHU\HDU1RWFKLOGéVSOD\6WLOODELWVXUSULVLQJ
WKDWWKHSDSHULVRQO\WHVWHGRQWKHKDQGVò RK /
SKRWR*X\$FNHUPDQV

RESOURCE — 1 November 2012

(5(6SLQGG



news << 

5201(<"122%$0$
ð $PHULFDQ:DJHQLQJHUVDUH
IROORZLQJWKHHOHFWLRQVFORVHO\
ð è,WéVKXPEOLQJWRJHWWRYRWHLQ
VXFKLPSRUWDQWHOHFWLRQVé

The American presidential
elections promise to be a neckand-neck race. How do American
students and staff in Wageningen
see the contest? ‘Personally I ﬁnd
it quite peaceful to follow the
elections from the Netherlands,’
says Scott Brainard, MSc student
of Plant Sciences. ‘The campaign
is an enormous media circus in
which you are swamped by adverts.
Now I can just quietly read about it
in the newspaper.’ There is
certainly no shortage of attention
to the elections in the Dutch
media. But that does not surprise
him. ‘After all, the result will have
an effect on the rest of the world.’
‘It is humbling, indeed,’ says

IN THE
NICK OF
TIME

Jennifer Lenhart, PhD student of
Environmental Policy. ‘The fact
that you get to vote in an election
which is so important that the
whole world is inﬂuenced by it.’
But she is worried too. About the
tremendous polarization between
right and left, as well as the ever
larger amounts of money available for venting these opposing
views.
-867,&(3$57<
Lenhart is on the board of Democrats Abroad, an organization that
helps Americans living overseas to
vote. That is more difﬁcult that it
appears, she adds: the rules are
different for each state, and even
for each county. She has already
posted her vote, for Obama. Brainard is going for the candidate
from the left-wing Justice Party. He
comes from one of the ‘blue states’
which are sure to vote for Obama.
‘So my vote is not needed to keep

What do you remember about the heart attack?
‘I had just made a photocopy and was almost
back in my room when I fell against the doorpost. Someone saw me and I have a vague memory of Wouter Peters lying me down. When I came
round, I recognized Bert Heusinkveld’s face above me. I pushed his hands away and said, “what
are you doing now?” He was resuscitating me.’
How did it end?
‘Very well. I have suffered no direct damage,
thanks to the fast resuscitation. When the ambulance men came I was already conscious – which
is rare. Now I’ve got an ICD – a kind of internal
deﬁbrillator. It could have gone quite differently.
I saw patients in the hospital who had to learn to
walk all over again.’

-HQQLIHU/HQKDUWFDPSDLJQLQJ

Romney out of the White House.’
Brainard does not know yet where
he will be on election day. Lenhart
will follow the results live at a big
party in Amsterdam. With mixed
feelings. ‘American politics is frus-

trating, but it’s fascinating too.
And in spite if everything I do beRR
lieve change is possible.’

QUOTE
‘Traﬃc jams on the cycle paths are the biggest traﬃc
problem in Wageningen, says the town council’
Wageningen is still a provincial town (De Gelderlander, 25 October)

KITO

People are saying you saved your own life…
‘Because I was the one who asked Bert to become
a CPR ofﬁcer. That was about ten years ago.’

:KR"Meteorologist
Kees van den Dries
:KDW"Had a heart
attack in Lumen
$QG"Was successfully resuscitated by
ﬁrst aider and
colleague Bert
Heusinkveld

A heart attack – that is quite something. How does
it feel that your colleagues experienced that?
‘Above all I am very grateful. At the hospital Bert
and I gave each other a hug; we were quite emotional. It was quite something for my colleagues to
really have to make use of the CPR and resuscitation. Someone said, “If it hadn’t worked out well
we might never have dared do this again.”’ *Y&

1RPRUHEDVLFJUDQWè<RXZDQWWR678'<"7KLQNRI\RXUIXWXUHER\é
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If you want to conquer your nicotine addiction, the best way is to
cut down ﬁrst and then stop completely at a moment that suits you.
This conclusion comes out of model calculations which mathematician Johan Grasman (emeritus
professor of Mathematics and
Statistical Methods) writes about
in PLoS one. Grasman did the research together with psychology
researchers at the University of
Amsterdam. Grasman and his colleagues set up a mathematical model which simulates the physiological process of stopping smoking.
The model focuses on three factors
in the quitting process: the
amount of nicotine in the body,
the craving to smoke and the will
to stop. Grasman fed these variables into a few mathematical equations which describe the smoking
process surprisingly accurately.
Grasman’s model uses the same
mathematical tool that underpins
Marten Scheffer’s tipping point
theory. The smoking model includes two stable states: that of the
conﬁrmed smoker and that of the

&DQDGLDQDQWLVPRNLQJFDPSDLJQ7KH:DJHQLQJHQPRGHOZRUNVIRUVPRNHUVZKRZDQWWRTXLWWRR

sworn non-smoker. Between these
two extremes is an area marked by
tipping points in which both states
(smoking and not smoking) are
possible.
7$,/25ɺ0$'(&85(
In this area, it is as though the
smoker were sitting on a see-saw.
‘The dynamics of the model lie in
the variation of the will to stop, the
self-control. This is what enable
you to get from one state to the
other,’ explains Grasman. The
trick is to get the smoker onto that

see-saw and eventually to get past
the tipping point.
The best prescription appears
to be to smoke less for a period of
time. Compared with alternatives
such as quitting abruptly or
stopping gradually, the success
rate is the same (30 percent) but
the method is pleasanter. The
duration of the therapy can be
adjusted to the wishes of the
individual. Those who ﬁnd it hard
to quit abruptly can opt for a
longer therapy period in which
they start by cutting down. In fact,

Grasman is suggesting a tailormade approach to quitting
smoking.
Grasman’s model is based on
the physiological processes
underlying addiction. ‘The model
makes a link between the intake of
nicotine and people’s behaviour.
This link has not been made
before.’ According to Grasman, the
approach should be usable for
modelling other forms of
addiction too. He will focus on
obesity next. 5.

60$57&87ɺ$1'ɺ3$67(:25.&$15('8&(*05,6.6
ð ,QWURGXFLQJJHQHVLQWRèVWURQJ
SODFHVéLQWKHJHQRPHDOWHUV
WKHULVNVRIJHQHWLF
PRGLŊFDWLRQ

Transgenes from GM crops can
end up in wild relatives of these
crops via crossing. But the chances
of this happening very much depend on where in the genome of
the plant the new gene is introduced, according to research at
Plant Breeding.
An ecological risk analysis is a

standard procedure for the approval of new GM crops. The key consideration is whether the gene introduced into the GM crop can
cross over to wild plants, giving
these plants so many advantages
that the natural ecosystem is
affected.
Wageningen PhD researcher
Brigitte Uwimana tested this by
crossing cultivated and wild lettuce
varieties and then crossing their
offspring several times with wild
lettuce varieties. She used markers
to ﬁnd out which DNA fragments
of the cultivated lettuce ended up

in the genome of the wild lettuce.
The genome analysis showed
that some pieces of genome were
advantageous to the plant while
other pieces were selected out.
Therefore, to produce a safe GM
lettuce you need to introduce the
gene in those parts of the genome
which lower the ﬁtness of wild varieties, says Smulders. This minimizes the chances of such genes
‘leaking’ into the environment.
The test using the lettuce – not
a GM crop – showed that ‘strong’
and ‘weak’ spots can be pinpointed in the genome, and that

you can take these into account
during genetic modiﬁcation, says
Smulders. The Netherlands Commission on Genetic Modiﬁcation,
which advises the government on
the risks of GM crops, will need to
assess how big the safety beneﬁts
are, while breeders will have to
ﬁnd out whether such beneﬁts are
easy to achieve and to weigh these
against the costs.’ Smulders
published the proceedings of the
research, which was funded by
NWO, in this month’s Theoretical
and Applied Genetics. AS
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Needless to say, a gluten allergy, or coeliac
disease, is a pain in the neck for children.
No bread rolls, no pizza, no spaghetti.
None of the treats that their friends can
indulge in to their heart’s content. Parents
sometimes ﬁnd this hard to deal with.
After all, you don’t want to have to play the
policeman all the time, yet you do have to
keep an eye on your child’s health.
How Dutch daddies and mummies go
about this has been the subject of a recent
study by Wageningen communication
scientists and ethicists. They took
recordings in seven families with children
with a gluten allergy. This produced 63
hours of mealtime conversation. An
analysis of this talk generated insights
which will be published soon in the
journal Sociology of Health and Illness.
)5(('202)&+2,&(
One signiﬁcant conclusion is that parents
do all they can to prevent children with a
gluten allergy from seeing themselves as
patients. During mealtimes, parents ﬁrst
discuss between them whether certain
foods are ‘allowed’. They do not talk
about limitations to the child but

constantly ask whether what they are eating
is tasty.
‘This way their message is: I can’t tell you
what tastes nice. That is your decision,’ says
Hedwig te Molder, associate professor of
Communication Sciences. ‘That conﬁrms
their freedom of choice.’ The forbidding of
foods is also done quite subtly. Parents do
not do it explicitly but refer instead to an
earlier ‘deal’. Te Molder: ‘By referring to an
earlier rule they can cope with limits to
their freedom.’
'(/,&$7(,668(
‘But the balance between freedom and
health remains a delicate issue,’ says Te
Molder. Even after children have already
answered in the afﬁrmative, parents keep
on asking whether it tastes good. ‘It seems
as though they are never completely
satisﬁed with the answer.’ Te Molder thinks
there is a risk that the stream of questions
on one point could feel like pressure for the
children. And interference from the parents
is not always tolerated. ‘Among older
children you see then claiming their
freedom.’ Te Molder describes an irritated
response from a young adult when her
mother asks whether it is such a good idea
to eat a Mars Bar: ‘I like it and that’s why I
am eating it.’
The researchers hope their ﬁndings will
help towards developing treatment
methods that are a better ﬁt with the way
the patient experiences things. RR

9,6,21ǉǉ
6KRFNLQJUXOLQJ
,WDOLDQVHLVPRORJLVWVDUHWREHMDLOHGIRUVL[\HDUVIRU
IDLOLQJWRSUHGLFWWKHHDUWKTXDNHLQOé$TXLOD
6KRFNLQJ"2ULVLWDFFHSWDEOHWRKROGUHVHDUFKHUV
ZKRPDNHULVNDVVHVVPHQWVIRUWKHJRYHUQPHQW
UHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHDGYLFHWKH\JLYH"
‘Actually you can never get it right,’ says Robert van
Gorcom, director of RIKILT. As an example he cites
the mayor of New York’s instruction to evacuate
parts of the city in anticipation of tropical storm
Sandy. ‘There is a big chance that this sweeping
precaution will prove unnecessary, just as there
would be a fair chance of something happening if
the mayor had done nothing.’
What considerations do you weigh up in your role
as scientist?
‘The main one is: have you, as a researcher, taken
everything into account and have you pointed out
the uncertainties? You have to be thorough when
you give advice, because you cannot predict
everything. Food that is 100 percent safe, for
example, does not exist. That means that there will
always be incidents involving food, like the recent
case of salmonella in salmon. But it is still a difﬁcult
call to make. If you give nuanced advice with lots of
ifs and buts, the client says: how does this help me?
But if you give clear-cut advice that afterwards turns
out to have been wrong, it seems you can end up in
the clink.’
But should you as a researcher be held accountable
if your advice is wrong? With food and hurricanes it
can be a matter of life and death.
‘The question is: did you do what you should? I
think that you can hold researchers responsible for
the quality of their risk analysis and output, which
should be based on good models and reliable data.
If the quality is not good enough, then you are
liable.’ AS

3 52326,7,21
‘Combining work and family is not diﬃcult,
separating them from one another is’
Húra Kiêu Nam Phuong, received a PhD in Wageningen on 23 October
è%XWLWLVQLFHLVQéWLWGHDU"é
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&/(9(53/$17,1*3527(&76$*$,167:,1'
ð 7KHULJKWSODQWLQJSDWWHUQFDQ
SUHYHQWZLQGHURVLRQ
ð 1HZPRGHOSUHGLFWVHURVLRQRQ
UHJLRQDOVFDOH

Wind can have a devastating
impact on dry areas. It blows away
the top layer of soil, with
disastrous consequences for soil
fertility and food production. It
damages equipment and infrastructure. Moreover, soil particles
mixed with chemical substances
and pesticides pose a human
health risk.
But something can be done
about this, says Syrian Feras
Youssef in his PhD thesis on the
effects of vegetation on wind
erosion on a regional scale. Since
plants and shrubs break the force
of the wind, clever planting can
prevent wind erosion and even
restore degraded land. But what
constitutes ‘clever’? In other
words, what is the most suitable
pattern for planting? To ﬁnd out,
Youssef studied the effects of

9LVLEOHZLQGHURVLRQRQWKHFRDVWRI,FHODQG

various planting patterns in a
special wind tunnel at Gent
University.
6$1'&$7&+(56
There is no uniform answer. ‘It
depends on what you want to
achieve,’ explains Youssef. Each

pattern has its own advantages.
Plants in straight lines parallel to
the wind direction will result in the
smallest amount of sand being
transported, his measurements
show. But sand can travel far along
this kind of ‘street’ of shrubs.
Other planting patterns stop sand

from being transported so far, but
the amount of sand transported is
higher. So it all depends on what
you want.
Youssef also took ﬁeld
measurements in Syrian. Using
sand catchers, he charted the
erosion in an entire region. This
has not been done on such a scale
before. ‘Measurements are usually
taken for a particular land usage.
I studied an entire region which
has various forms of land-use. This
gives a much more realistic picture
of erosion than when you extrapolate from just one little area.’
Using the data collected in the
ﬁeld and from the wind tunnel,
Youssef developed a model which
can predict wind erosion on a
regional scale for different types
of vegetation. Policy makers and
landscape managers can use it to
combat erosion in a targeted
fashion. ‘If you want to diagnose a
problem or draw up measures
based on a policy, you will want to
know what happens in a region
instead of on a small plot of
land.’ 5.

ð 0DUGLN/HRSROG ,PDUHV 
GLVVHFWVDVKDUNLQ1DWXUDOLV
ð 6FKRROVKDUNEDFNLQWKH1RUWK
6HD

Which biologist would not jump at
the chance of dissecting a shark?
Mardik Leopold (Imares Texel) recently turned pathologist-anatomist for a day as part of the LiveScience programme at Naturalis, a
natural history museum in Leiden.
This educational series introduces
visitors to the hands-on work of researchers.
Under the watchful gaze of
hundreds of children, Leopold and
his colleagues dissected six sharks
caught in the Oosterschelde estuary in September. The aim of the
operation was to determine the

contents of the sharks’ stomachs.
‘Because we wanted to know what
they eat,’ explains Leopold.
Sharks in the Oosterschelde?
‘Yes,’ says Leopold. ‘This was news
to me too when I was offered
them.’ We are not talking about
the lethal great white shark but the
school or tope shark, a species
which was fairly common in Dutch
coastal waters until the mid 20th
century. After 1965, the tope shark
disappeared from Dutch coastal
waters. Why it has returned now is
still a mystery. Global warming
might play a role, thinks Leopold.
All the caught examples turned out
to be females. Leopold: ‘That is easy to see. Sharks are viviparous animals. They hatch their eggs in the
oviduct. These animals were
caught in September so they had
already given birth to their young.

PHOTO: NATURALIS

$1$1$720</(6621:,7+/(232/'

6KDUNVHFWLRQDW/HLGHQéV1DWXUDO+LVWRU\PXVHXPZLWK/HRSROGLQWKHPLGGOH

But the oviducts were full of eggs
for the next year; these are four to
ﬁve centimetres in size and each
shark has 18 of them.’
The audience lapped it up and

were allowed to ask lots of questions. Leopold: ‘And do you know
what the best question was? How
long have you been working with
sharks? Exactly one day!’ 5.
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7KLVWLPHRXUGLVFXVVLRQKDVDQXQVDYRXU\ZKLŉ
DERXWLW:LOO'LMNJUDDIUHVLGHQWVVRRQEHEDFN
WRWKURZLQJWKHLUUXEELVKIURPWKHLUWRZHU
EORFN":DJHQLQJHQ85éVQHZWRLOHWSDSHULV
EHLQJFKRVHQE\DYHULWDEOHSDQHODQGZKDW
VKRXOGZHGRZLWKODWHFRPHUVWROHFWXUHUV"
*RWVRPHWKLQJWRVD\WRR"Email your views to resource@wur.nl

:,//7+(&/($1(56%(*(77,1*7+(6$&."
Student housing provider Idealis is asking Dijkgraaf
residents whether from now on they will take their own
rubbish to the collection point in return for a 2.50 euro
rent reduction. Or will the rubbish bags soon be ﬂying
over the railings once again?
‘It’s no bad thing that students create a little extra
employment,’ says .HHV, sympathizing with the workers. 0DUOLHV thinks employment is a rubbish argument. ‘It is hardly any eﬀort to do it yourself: you
regularly walk downstairs so it’s not exactly taxing to
take a rubbish bag with you.’ She just doesn’t get why
Idealis’s change is prompting such strong reactions.
Nonetheless, most respondents do not agree with her.
Everyone is perfectly happy with the collection service. And no one’s bothered about the reduction. ‘Who
is going to get their knickers in a twist about 2.50?’
asks '7R[. ‘So what, you can save that in beer money
on a relaxed Tuesday night in the Bunker.’ ‘Idealis, are
you reading this?’ asks -+, giving a quick summary. ‘I
think it’s pretty clear what “the resident” thinks. It
already was, of course, but Idealis doesn’t give up
that easily.’

$8',7,21)25/8&5$7,9(52/(6
You have to pinch yourself to make sure this is
not a Jiskefet sketch. An honest-to-goodness
toilet paper test panel, led by Ms Schoonman (truly ‘Clean-man’), is deciding
which of 11 types of paper Wageningen
UR will be ‘doing its business’ with in
the coming years.

:$*(1,1*(1,6/$7(
Marlies and Jillis recently discussed the many latecomers to Wageningen’s lectures. Jillis decides it about
time we locked the doors. Marlies wants to take a
‘relaxed’ approach. What does Wageningen think?
‘It’s irritating when students dribble in,’ agrees 6LPR
QH, ‘but what’s really annoying is when people arrive
more than 20 (or even 30) minutes late. Alas in Wageningen that’s not exceptional.’ The responses from
lecturers are interesting. ‘I am a lecturer and I
think it is very annoying when students arrive
late,’ says FRè<RXFDQéWKHOSEXWQRWLFHWKDWLWLV
always the same students who arrive late.’ But he
VXVSHFWVWKDWWKHŊUHEULJDGHZRXOGEHQRQHWRR
happy about locked doors. ‘I am also a lecturer,’
says 06, ‘and it is bloody irritating when you
have just started your lecture and students
come waltzing in making a racket.’ %/3VWXGHQW
thinks it would be a good idea to publically
UHDGWKHULRWDFWWRWKHŊUVWODWHFRPHUWRD
series of lectures. ‘I expect [he] will be
deterred from doing it again, and it will send
a good message to everyone else.’

ILLUSTRATION: ESTHER BROUWER

For -'RHGHO, the whole topic
should just be ﬂushed away: ‘Is
this news or can we bin it?’ Cheap
shot, thinks author and Resource

editor 5RHORI.OHLV. Not only has the tender process
been going on for two years and has prompted a legal
case, but 400,000 euros are at stake. A stupid comment like this is simply throwing the baby out with
the ﬂush…er bathwater. Senior purchaser /HRYDQGHU
+HLMGHQ is similarly irritated. ‘It is feeble of J. Doedel
to make his remarks anonymously.’ The article most
GHŊQLWHO\FRQWDLQVPRUHWKDQMXVWDZHHPHVVDJHLQ
his view. ‘A tender process reaching a successful conclusion is certainly newsworthy in a sector in which
suppliers are forever thwarting each other via legal
proceedings.’
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Small but strong
Wageningen student social life is ﬂourishing and with rising students
numbers, the largest student societies are doing better than ever. But
what about the ‘underdogs’ among the student clubs? Are the small fry
going to survive the scrapping of the basis student grant?
text: Nicolette Meerstadt and Christoph Janzing / photos: Emma Teuling
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W

ageningen students are a clubbable
bunch. Whether they are looking for a
weekly night out relaxing at the bar or
bird-watching expeditions into the woods, they
like to do their thing in a club. And Wageningen
boasts over sixty student clubs. The best-known
are of course the big social societies: Ceres, KSV
and SSR-W (in random order!) But there are also
dozens of small societies, most of them focusing on sports or academic subject areas.
The university supports society life to the full
with both facilities and ﬁnancial compensation
(‘board months’) for students who take on a
time-consuming board post. This helps keep

student life lively. And it compensates the students in this quiet provincial town for the lack of
the dynamic city life you get in Amsterdam or
Utrecht.
DARK CLOUDS
But there are dark clouds on the horizon. The
ﬁne on slow students may have been scrapped
but the disappearance of the basis grant will
soon drain the purses of anyone embarking on a
degree. Does this mean that in future Wageningen students will race through their degree programmes as fast as they can so as to keep their
debts to a minimum? And if so, will they still

have time for club activities? Or is this yet another prophecy of doom about the disappearance
of clubs, and will students always ﬁnd a way of
keeping their social life going?
Time will tell. But meanwhile, we took a look
at a few of Wageningen’s smaller clubs. To sample the atmosphere. And if it should all go very
wrong, to have a historical record of how good
things once were.

‘EVERYONE IS SUPER-INVOLVED’

Hilbert Steenbeek,
chair of WSSFS:
‘Wageningsk Studinte Selskip foar Fryske
Studzje’. Membership:
about 30

‘T

he WSSFS is a social club where Frisian is
spoken. Membership is open to anyone who
speaks Frisian. As a society we want to make
sure Frisians feel at home in Wageningen. We
speak the same language and have a similar
mentality. Because we all come from Friesland
there is automatically a special bond and we are
really one big friendship group. We feel at home
with each other, and indeed, our slogan is: “Om
utens dochs thus”, which means “home away
from home”.

Every Tuesday there is an activity organized
by the committees or the board. We play pool,
eat or drink together, watch a ﬁlm, go swimming, paintballing, all sorts of things. And of
course we drink Baerenburch, the authentic Frisian herbal liqueur. And once we went ﬁerljeppen.
The nice thing about our club is that everyone knows everyone. And everyone is superinvolved. Almost every member is on one of our
committees. One disadvantage of being small is

that we don’t have our own building. And with a
small number of members it is hard to ﬁll up
your board. It was very difﬁcult last year. But in
the end we managed to form a good board and
we had a good AID period. In November about
18 new members will be sworn in. Students who
are far from home but who will soon feel right at
home in Wageningen.’

>>
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‘YOU KNOW EVERYBODY PERSONALLY’

Chair Anne-Matthea
Otte and secretary
Joanne Annot of
‘Dei Gratia’.
Membership: 95

‘D

ei Gratia is one of the four Christian societies in
Wageningen. What differentiates us from the
other three is that we have lots of traditions and rules
of conduct, and that makes us more student-y than
the others. The Wageningen Christian clubs sometimes play tricks on each other. Some time ago our
chairperson was kidnapped by the Navigators. They
lured him into the trap with an email saying they were
from Resource and they wanted to interview him…
Dei Gratia has a studious side too. Our theme
committee organizes lectures, for example about different religions or the relationship between faith,
feeling and reason. We also have study groups, a
bible study group and we organize sing-ins in which
we praise God together.
We have a little bit of an initiation ceremony. New
members have to take part in the VIT. They have to
visit the houses of our members and they go through
a bit of an initiation there. Exactly how it goes is a
secret.
Dei Gratia is thriving. We are growing fast. Eight
years ago we only had 55 members. About half our
members are from Wageningen UR. The other half
are students at the Christian Applied Sciences school
in Ede. One disadvantage of being a small society is
not having our own building. The bible study and
other study groups meet at people’s houses, our AGM
and lectures are held in the church and we have our
meals in the community hall in Bennekom. The
advantage of being small is that you know almost everybody personally.’

‘WE DON’T FENCE TO THE DEAT
Jan-Willem Lammers, chair of
fencing club de Schermutselaers.
Membership: about 17

‘I

n the old days fencing was quite a different matter. You fenced with
one foil to the death. That was all part of the game. In de Schermutselaers we have chucked out that rule, luckily – otherwise our membership
would be decimated.
Fencing is not cheap. A full set of equipment easily sets you back
about 500 euros. But in the club you can borrow a weapon, a suit and a
mask free of charge. New members get a suit on and a weapon in their
hands straightaway. That is very different to the way it goes in other
clubs where you sometimes ﬁrst have to spend two years learning the
moves.
The nice thing about a small society is that everyone knows everyone. Filling up the board is no problem. A disadvantage is that you
notice it immediately when active members drop out. As a small society
you often get overlooked as well. We always have to watch out to make
sure Thymos puts us in the schedule for sports events such as the ‘Martial Arts Evening’. On the other hand, we do get good ﬁnancial support
through Thymos. We get 1000 euros a year to buy new equipment.
During the last AID we managed to recruit six new members. That is
very nice. Our membership has stayed fairly steady over the last few
years. We hope that Bas Verwijlen’s sporting achievements in the Olympic Games will make fencing more popular. It would be nice to grow a
bit.’
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‘IT’S FINE THAT WE ARE A SMALL SOCIETY’

Emmy van Trijp, chair
of Licere, the study
association for the
MSc in Tourism, Leisure and Environment.
Membership: over 30

ATH ANYMORE’

‘T

his year about 30 students started on our
Master’s. We have a super-enthusiastic year,
and all the new students have joined. Licere’s
strong point is its international nature. There
are 15 different nationalities in our year. At the
start you saw people of the same nationality sticking together somewhat, but after the weekend
excursion last week, everyone mixes with everyone else. We all went to the Veluwe to spend
three days together. For students from Asia and
Africa, the game of musical chairs we played
really broke the ice. They had never done anything like it before. Now we really are a big, jolly
friendship group.
African and Asian students sometimes ﬁnd
the Dutch education system a bit hard. They ﬁnd
it difﬁcult to work their way through the enormous numbers of articles you have to read, interpret and understand. They are used to learning
things more by rote. We are now organizing
study groups in which we help them by explaining and discussing articles together. We also
help them create their DigiD, as this is impossible to do if you don’t speak Dutch.
As an MLE student you learn a lot about
issues in faraway countries. You learn a lot about
yourself and about other people and you look at
the world through a different lens. I don’t mind
at all that we are a small society. We don’t have
an ofﬁce but then we don’t really need one. We
see each other almost every day in class.’

1 November 2012 — RESOURCE
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ADVENTURE
Navigating, cycling, running and canoeing their way across
the countryside around Wageningen, more than 100 hardened sportsmen did battle over 24 hours on 26 and 27 October. The BOTS is an adventure race for members of the various Dutch Students’ Alpine Clubs. This was the second time
Wageningen’s SAC Ibex has organized this punishing competition; the ﬁrst one was in 2004. In teams of four the participants set oﬀ from the Bongerd on Friday night, and the test
of stamina began. In the bitter cold, as temperatures
dropped below zero that weekend. At the ﬁnish line one
exhausted competitor summed it up: ‘Freezing cold and very
hard but really great’. CJ, foto Emma Teuling
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Do supervisory boards need to change their approach?

Under supervision
Supervisory boards are supposed to keep an eye on the executive
boards of public bodies but their reputation has taken quite a bashing
of late. Do they really know what is going on? And are they independent
enough? Wageningen supervisory board members doubt whether there
is a need for reform. ‘I think it already works well.’
text: Gaby van Caulil / illustration: Henk van Ruitenbeek

I
Margreeth de Boer: ‘We have
suﬃcient social skills to keep
our ears to the ground and
ﬁnd out what is going on.’

t is a popular tale among supervisory board members. Former Prime Minister Barend Biesheuvel
arrives at a board meeting, picks up the envelope
with the meeting documents, tears it open and
says: ‘Well, what shall we talk about today?’’
Apocryphal or not, those days are over. Supervisory boards
have been wrenched from their peaceful, obscure existence by what is now a long list of scandals. The degree
fraud at InHolland, Nurten Albayrak’s reign of terror at
the refugee reception organization COA, megalomaniac
management at Amarantis, proﬂigate speculating at Vestia and VUMC’s quarrelling pulmonary physicians. The
supervisory boards came in for severe criticism in all these
cases. Shouldn’t they have intervened earlier? The implicit answer at InHolland, COA, Amarantis and VUMC was
‘yes’ as the boards in question resigned.

Jaap van Duijn: ‘The Vestia
director had propped the
supervisory board full with
his friends. That is simply
not possible with the Wageningen construction.’

IMPOSSIBLE TASK
But will that change things? That question is relevant for
Wageningen UR now that replacements have to be found
for three of the ﬁve supervisory board members in the next
two months. And the applied university VHL, which is
being hived off, will get an entire new supervisory board of
its own. State secretary Bleker already has lists of candidates and he will soon be making his choice.
Expectations are high. Perhaps too high, thinks Margreeth de Boer, who chairs the Wageningen UR supervisory board. She says the task of the supervisory board is
becoming almost impossible. Society expects more from
supervisory boards than they can deliver. They have a limited mandate but society still holds them responsible for
management errors.
‘If you think the supervisory board ought to know what
is going on in a pulmonary ward then you need very different powers and a completely new formulation of its

tasks,’ thinks De Boer. ‘Our role is to provide checks and
reﬂection. The executive board implements policy, it
develops the strategy and manages the organization.’ The
conclusion is that if society now has different expectations, the ﬁrst step is to revise the tasks of the supervisory
board. ‘It would need more powers,’ says De Boer. Only to
add: ‘But I’m not in favour of that. I think it already works
well.’
INADEQUATE INFORMATION
For instance, a common problem among supervisory
boards that do not function properly is a lack of information. That is not something De Boer fears. ‘We get an awful
lot of information. From Aalt Dijkhuizen, for example; he
emails me continuously about what is going on here. We
also talk to Martin Kropff and Tijs Breukink, the management layer below that and the employees’ council. On top
of that, we read Resource and other publications and we
also get phone calls from people within the organization.
I don’t claim we know everything but I will say we know a
lot. Also, we weren’t born yesterday. We have sufﬁcient
social skills to keep our ears to the ground and ﬁnd out
what is going on.’
Another difference compared with the supervisory
boards of housing corporations, for instance, is that the
members do not come from the executive board chairman’s own network. Jaap van Duijn, the supervisory board
vice-chairman, explains: ‘The Vestia director had propped
the supervisory board full with his friends. That is simply
not possible with the Wageningen construction.’ At Wageningen UR the supervisory board looks for the new members, who are appointed by the minister. Van Duijn: ‘That
is a carefully considered decision, not simply a stroke of
the pen.’
Margreeth de Boer prefers not to say too much about
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the subjects discussed by the executive board with supervisory board. She does reveal that the most important item
on the agenda for the past year was the split with VHL. She
also hints that there were discussions about the complaints of intimidation by Aalt Dijkhuizen (‘you can
assume that everything gets discussed’).
ORGANIZING OPPOSITION
The supervisory board remains reluctant to get involved in
speciﬁc policy matters. That may be different for the new
supervisory board for the ‘hived off’ Van Hall Larenstein.
That supervisory board will be helping to formulate policy
if it is up to Jeroen Naaijkens. The former executive board
chairman of HAS in Den Bosch was the coordinator charged with ﬁnding a new supervisory board for VHL; he also
considered what the new body should do.
Naaijkens: ‘A university of applied science is a people
business - you need people who make contacts and build
networks. The applied university’s management team is
also quite small so you need strong sparring partners. In
my opinion that means you need a supervisory board that
can play a coaching role and has a deep understanding of
the subject matter, for example arable farming. Then they
will be able to identify trends and advise the executive
board.’
Naaijkens admits there is a risk to this approach. There
are never that many experts in a particular discipline and
a supervisory function can be difﬁcult if you know each
other well. He feels that the supervisory board should
therefore function as a team and organize counterarguments. Naturally you need to monitor the ﬁnances, says
Naaijkens, but that does not mean you need a lawyer or
accountant in your supervisory board. ‘You need to be
able to appoint a good auditor but of course you don’t
need a lawyer for strategic developments.’

TWO BANKERS AND THREE ADMINISTRATORS
The supervisory board has
three functions. It carries
out checks - of the requirements for ﬁnancial reporting, for example; it acts
as a sounding board for
the executive board (‘Why
do you want to do that?’);
and it is an employer - it
appoints the executive
board members, is responsible for salaries and allowances, and holds job
appraisal interviews.
The members of the supervisory board are appointed by the ministry of Agriculture, currently by the
state secretary for Agriculture, Henk Bleker.
Wageningen UR has ﬁve
supervisory board mem-

Ministry of EL&I
Supervisory board
Executive board
Science groups,
Imares, Rikilt, etc

bers: two bankers and
three public administrators. Margreeth de Boer
was minister of the Environment in the ﬁrst Kok
cabinet and is currently
also on the supervisory
boards of Shell and nature
management agency

Staatsbosbeheer. Hanja
Maij-Weggen was minister
of Transport in the same
cabinet and is now on the
supervisory boards of Connexxion and ING. Laurent
van Depoele was Rural
Development director at
the European Commission.
Jaap van Duijn was a
director in the Robeco
group and is now on the
supervisory board of the
listed company Value8.
Berry Marttin is a member
of Rabobank’s executive
board.
The term of oﬃce for MaijWeggen, Van Duijn and
Van Depoele expired on 1
September but has been
extended to 1 January.

The task is less far-reaching at Wageningen UR, but even
here the supervisory board does more than just monitoring. De Boer explains that she ‘helps consider issues’ and
‘spars’. But she emphasizes that ‘we don’t take over the
function of the executive management. We are not about
to start developing strategy, our task is to approve or reject
it. That is the legal position: we supervise, the executive
board implements.’
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Wageningen uses drone for remote sensing

Taking ﬂight with Okkie
Unmanned aircraft that keep an eye on your crops. A drone as the allseeing eye of the farmer. Wageningen scientists are researching the
possibilities using their very own toy: Okkie.
text: Roelof Kleis / photo: Guy Ackermans

G

oogle the word drone and you will soon ﬁnd
out why Lammert Kooistra hates the word so
much. The military uses of drones account for
most of the more than 11 million hits. But no
better word is available, really. ‘Unmanned
platform is an alternative, but that is such a technical
term.’ So the researchers on the Smart Inspector project
have given their own drone, an octocopter, a nickname:
Okkie.
Okkie is the machine at the centre of the interregional
project led by Kooistra (Geo-Information Science and
Remote Sensing). The project’s aim is to deliver readymade applications for Okkies in agricultures and nature
management. These are drones with special cameras on
board that take pictures that beat anything the average
satellite can produce. Made-to-measure information for
farmers and nature managers.
LOST
The ﬁrst sponsored link you see when you Google drone is
to online retailer Wehkamp. You can buy one for 299
euros. It is a toy but it does have a small camera on board.

POLYSTYRENE
Drones are an interesting
new development for soil
scientists and geomorphologists too. Along with the
Geolab, the Soil Physics
and Land Management
chair group is also
involved in Smart Inspectors. ‘The big advantage of
drones is that you can
make recordings whenever
you want,’ explains Saskia
Keesstra. ‘Just before or
after a rain shower, for
example. Where does the
water stay lying on the

ground and where does it
drain away? That tells you
something about the soil’s
vulnerability to erosion.’
The chair group will soon
be purchasing its own
drone from the MAVinci
company. ‘An aircraft like
that can be programmed in
advance to ﬂy a particular
route. That way you can
easily map out an entire
river basin in detail, for
example.’ According to
Keesstra, drones are a supplement to traditional

ways of gathering information about soil processes
and sediment transport.

Test ﬂights with the Geolab’s drone produced some
nice pictures of the campus. The ﬁlm can also be
viewed at www.resource.
wur.nl.

Funnily enough, this is how Kooistra’s Geolab started too:
with a drone from MediaMarkt, used to carry out some
preliminary tests for a new line of research using drones.
The ﬁrst efforts actually went wrong straightaway, says
Kooistra with a laugh. ‘One of our colleagues opened the
window and suggested trying it out there and then. After
thirty seconds we saw it crashing into a beech tree at 15
metres height.’ What did the Geolab team learn from this?
To prepare properly before you start, says Kooistra.
Safety and regulations regarding the use of drones are
an important and relatively unexplored area. So some thorough preparations preceded the ﬁrst real test ﬂights two
weeks ago at Kleve in Germany. ‘We used this summer
mainly to train our pilots: one from Alterra and one from
the university. First with a ﬂight simulator on a computer
and then on the grass outside Atlas.’ Because Okkie did
not come from Wehkamp. It may look like a typical case of
‘toys for boys’, but this toy (an Altura Pro AT8) cost 10,000
euros. And once it is equipped with a special camera, it is
worth twice that, says Kooistra. So a crash would be no
joke.
NITROGEN
Smart Inspector is one of the projects under Interreg, a
European funded programme aiming to stimulate crossborder collaboration in Europe. Wageningen UR is working on this project with the Hochschule Rhein-Waal in
Kleve and various technology companies in both countries. Okkie is taking the Geolab into new territory.
Kooistra: ‘For us this is an interesting halfway house
between satellite images and sensors on the sprayer of a
tractor.’
The advantages of using drones are clear. Firstly, you
can take pictures when you want to. Kooistra: ‘Satellite
recordings are unreliable. With satellites you are always
dependent on availability: whether one passes by just at
the moment you want it to. Not to mention the weather.
This is the Netherlands. In June and July the availability of
satellite images depends on the amount of cloud. Whereas
it is precisely in that period that farmers need immediate
data on the growth of their crops. With a drone you are
your own boss more.’
There are other advantages too. You can attach any
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camera you want to Okkie. Including cameras that take
pictures in parts of the spectrum that satellites do not
measure. And with resolutions that satellites might
manage, but only at a price. Launching your own Okkie is
simply a lot cheaper.
‘We want to show that you can use this kind of platform
to make exactly the right recordings at the right time for
the farmer,’ explains Kooistra. ‘And that you can extract
information from the recordings that the farmer needs.
That you can see straightaway that more nitrogen is needed over here, or it is too dry over there.’
These kinds of commercial applications already exist
for satellite images. Kooistra: ‘One such service is Mijnakker.nl. But in terms of resolution, that doesn’t get beyond
20 metres. Farmers want between ﬁve and ten metres.
Then you get a meaningful level of detail, and you can do
something with it.’
GONE WITH THE WIND
But Okkie has its limitations too. The weather, for instance. It is not clouds but wind that can pose problems for
this light aircraft. A display by the octocopter planned for
when the new building Orion reached its highest point
had to be cancelled due to wind. Also, the weight of the
camera suspended from this drone model is limited to a
maximum of two kilos. ‘So this winter we are going to
develop a system ourselves, together with colleagues in
Kleve who know something about optical systems. We are

not technologists.’ The Geolab’s expertise lies in the processing of the raw data into ready-to-use variables such as
the amount of nitrogen in leaves. Kooistra: ‘From the raw
data you have to create consistent pictures. Pictures that
can be compared across times and places. Weather and
atmosphere have an impact on the pictures the cameras
take. You have to calculate out those effects and that is the
knowledge we have to offer. That is why we are in the project.’
Whether all farmers will have their own Okkies in
future is anyone’s guess at this point. Kooistra: ‘Personally
I think it is more likely that specialized companied will

Lambert Kooistra (right)
and ‘pilot’ Juha Suomalainen test Okkie.

A display at Orion’s
highest point had to be
cancelled due to wind.
provide such services.’ What is more, Kooistra thinks they
will use ordinary airplanes, not Okkies. ‘A multicopter like
this is primarily for the experimental work. Ours can ﬂy for
six or seven minutes before its battery runs out. A little airplane with ﬁxed wings can stay in the air for at least 20
minutes. The Land Degradation and Development chair
group, which is a partner in the project, is due to purchase
such a craft soon (see box). This will be the second Wageningen UR drone.
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BYE-BYE
BASIC GRANT
The centre left PvdA and the centre-right VVD, the parties forming the new coalition
in the Netherlands, are bent on replacing the basic grant with a ‘social’ loan.
This will mean higher student debts and the money saved will not go into higher
education. It is a crying shame to scrap the basic grant.
text: Rob Ramaker e.a. / illustratie: Yvonne Kroese

Kai Heijneman
Chair of the national student union
LSVb
‘I think it’s a bad business that the
basic grant is being scrapped. It
means that many school students
will either opt out or will not go for
their ﬁrst choice of degree programme, because it does not guarantee them a job. Also, students will start working more in order to keep their debts
down. So instead of a job on the side while they study, they
will be studying on the side while they work. What is more,
graduates will soon have debts averaging 30,000 euros, as
opposed to the average of 15,000 now. Getting rid of the
basic grant is a fundamental change of system. The government is dropping an important task: funding good education for everyone. In a time of crisis, there is one thing you
should not economize on: the future. Look at Germany,
Sweden and Denmark, where they invest extra in education during the crisis. They know you get that investment
back twice over.’

Marianne van Geest
First-year Nutrition and Health
‘I understand that government wants
to save money by scrapping the basic
grant or bringing in a ﬁne on slow
students, but I don’t think either of
these is a good idea. Studying without a grant will cost an awful lot
more and anyway, I think everyone should have the chance

to study. Actually the slow student ﬁne was a better idea
than scrapping grants. At least you could avoid that ﬁne
if you did your best. I expected to be able to do that. Since
I am not affected by the measure myself, I don’t think I
will demonstrate. But I would think three times if I still
had to start my studies now. I might make a different de
cision.’

Tiny van Boekel
Director of Education
‘A crying shame is too strong, I think.
I see the point of the argument that
students should invest in themselves
now that we have to make cutbacks.
But to me a lot depends on the way it
is done. A loan system must not exclude students who do not have rich parents. Nor can you
assume that all students are going to be high earners later.
There are degree programmes that are of great value to society without leading to a highly paid job. If the university
offers a programme after which the job prospects are
poor, you should communicate honestly about that.
Studying at Wageningen takes ﬁve years in all, for both a
Bachelor’s and a Master’s. A loan system could lead to students choosing shorter routes to a Master’s, although I
think that won’t happen too much. I suspect that students
will still go for what interests them and what they are good
at – at least, if the science programmes elsewhere continue to take ﬁve years too.
The social studies MSc programmes are an exception –
Wageningen is the only place where they take two years.
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We combine them with the life sciences here, and you really do need two years for that. To me it would be a pity if
we had to stop that.’

Wieger Wamelink
Alterra, student on a grant from 1984
to 1988 and from 1991 to 1993
‘I am against scrapping it. Mainly because I am afraid that students from
less well-off families will get into difﬁculties. Of course you can borrow
money but you have to pay it back.
Then you run up a considerable debt, which will hang
around your neck like a millstone. I think that will put a
lot of young people off studying. Just imagine: you go to
university and the ﬁrst thing you hear is: I four years’ time
you will leave here with a debt of 20,000 euros. I don’t believe it will make students make more thought-through
decisions. On principle, everyone should be able to study
what they want. If you do something you like, you achieve
higher.
The choice of degree subject should not depend on the
price tag attached to it. There are other ways of getting students to make better decisions, through binding advice
for example, or by selecting them at the admissions stage.’

Lana de Vries
First-year biology
‘Maybe the slow student ﬁne would
have been better for students. It’s up
to you then. Only the people who take longer without any special reasons for doing so pay extra. And it really is possible to graduate in four
years. The social loan system is a bad idea because students will ﬁnish university with a big debt. I don’t think
much of the argument that this will make them make a
better choice of degree subject. What it will do is make it
harder for people who don’t have the money to study. It
throws up an extra barrier, whereas you want as many people as possible to go into higher education. Of course it

would be nice if the money generated is ploughed back into education but I have my doubts as to whether they will
really do that.’

‘Luckily, for Daddy 20,000
euros is peanuts’.

Wiebe Aans
On the staﬀ at Studium Generale
‘In 1986, when the basic grant was
brought in, I was on the board of the
Wageningen student organization
WSO. Then we were against the introduction of the basic grant and we
argued for a basic income. For students as well, since studying is work too. I still support
that proposal. According to the new plan, students ﬁrst
have to borrow in order to pay back later, when they have a
job. I consider that better than the basic grant because in
fact the less well-off subsidize the degrees of the rich
through the tax system. I am concerned about access to higher education. That has already got a lot worse with the
stripping down of the basic grant over recent years. Children from disadvantaged families do not dare to borrow as
much as those from well-heeled families, some economists claim. The statistics also show that social mobility
has declined in the Netherlands. And it won’t be improved
by this, I am afraid.’
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Exam stress
Exams are over again. Enough toiling and
sweating over your textbooks for now.
In the last couple of weeks many students
opted to revise in their rooms or at home.
But true to tradition, the reading desks in
the Forum, the Leeuwenborch and at
student societies such as SSR-W were also
well-used. Armed with markers, a laptop,
tins of energy drink or snacks, students
vied for a spot which, if all went well, they
did not leave for the rest of the day. All
their eﬀorts came to a climax when exams
started at the Bongerd. Some students
were still leaﬁng through their notes ﬁve
minutes before their exam started. Let’s
hope all that hard work bears fruit. Fingers
crossed! Linda van der Nat/foto’s Guy Ackermans
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Whining when the class is over
One of the new ﬁrst-years at Van
Hall Larenstein is attracting
rather a lot of attention. He is
hairy, barks and licks himself in
improper places. Meet Heinrich.

EXCEPTION

LACK OF UNDERSTANDING
To do this work, Anina and her dog
have to be a close-knit team and
well-used to one another. In preparation they need to spend a great
deal of time together. Combining
this with her programme at VHL
has not been easy for Anina. As a
rule, pets are not allowed in the
building, let alone the classrooms,
under any circumstances. ‘This
has been the topic of quite some
discussion,’ says Anina. ‘As I saw it,
I had only two options: study with
the dog in tow, or don’t study. Luckily, I was eventually allowed to

PHOTO: HOGE NOORDEN

Since the start of the academic
year, Heinrich, a black and white
Munsterlander crossbreed, has
been present in the corridors of
Van Hall Larenstein in Leeuwarden with his German owner Anina
Schroër (28). At VHL, Anina is studying the Animals in Healthcare
major, while in Germany she is following a course in Animal Assisted
Therapy. This treatment method is
based on the idea that animals have a useful role in play in our communication with people with a
physical or mental disability. ‘I can
use the dog with an autistic person, for example, to make contact
or to see how they respond to the
dog’s behaviour,’ says Anina.

A real exception is
being made for Heinrich: VHL is quite
clear about that.
Animals are not
normally permitted
under any circumstances due to reasons of hygiene,
animal health and
safety. The prohibition has been
waived in this case,
but only under certain conditions. Indeed, a watchful
eye is being kept on
whether the dog’s
presence among
lecturers and students causes any inconvenience or
leads to complaints.

It is most exceptional that Heinrich is allowed to attend classes at VHL.

bring Heinrich under certain conditions.’
Heinrich attends every lecture
in Anina’s company. ‘I have a little
rug he can lie on,’ she says. The
rest of the time, he’s off the lead
because he is not working while he
is here at college.’ Anina has noticed that a dog in the lecture hall
can give rise to some funny situations. ‘For instance, he knows exactly when the lecture is almost over
and he starts whining, and that
makes the lecturer draw to a close.’

Heinrich also lent a special
touch to the presentation of the
certiﬁcations for the Dutch language course. ‘Everyone had to come
forward to collect their diplomas.
Heinrich behaved and stayed in his
place as the students who had not
studied with me went up, but he
accompanied my classmates when
it their turn. Perhaps he wanted to
support them because we were all
so nervous.’
The dog is attracting a lot of attention and with his Van Hall scarf

he is easily recognizable to Anina’s
fellow students and lecturers, even
though he sometimes loses it
when he is playing. ‘At ﬁrst, some
lecturers could have been a little
more understanding. They could
not understand why a dog had
been allowed into the college.’ But
she thinks her fellow students do
not mind having a dog ambling
about the place. ‘When I walk along
the corridor with Heinrich, I see
Karin Flapper
them all smiling.’

third-year students. Although they
were not directly threatened by the
slow students ﬁne, the rate at
which they are graduating has gone up considerably.’
The increased graduation rate
has cause a big growth in the number of students on Master’s programmes – from 3374 last year to

3737 this year. De Munck: ‘Most of
them are students who go on to a
Master’s from one of our own Bachelor’s programmes. The growth
will level off next year. This really
was a one-off spurt.’ LvdN

Slow students speed up
Although the measure is now to
be scrapped, the planned ﬁne on
slow students has already upped
the pace among Wageningen
students.
One and half times as many students as usual graduated at the
end of August, a quick analysis by

the university shows. According to
Eric de Munck of the Education
and Research department, the graduation rate among Bachelor’s students who have been registered at
the university for four or ﬁve years
shot up this year. ‘At a ﬁrst impression, there is even an increase
right across the board, including
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LONELY
Loneliness is all between the ears,
discovered UCL researchers recently. Lonely people have less grey
matter in the part of the brain for
social perception. Whether this is
inborn or acquired the researchers
could not say. But fortunately there
is a remedy: an app for training
your social skills. Of course you
could also join a nice (student)
club.

SPACE RACE

Will Dijkgraaf students deal with their own rubbish?
Residents of the Dijkgraaf
student ﬂats have to decide
whether they want to carry their
own household waste to a collection point from now on, in
exchange for a lower rent
charged by student housing
provider Idealis.
Last summer, Idealis also attempted to get all its tenants to take
their own rubbish to the containers beside the housing complexes. This worked ﬁne in most of
the student residences but Dijkgraaf residents did not feel like
cooperating. All they did was to
throw their full bags of waste from
the balconies to the ground. It made such a mess that Idealis decided to call an early end to its trial.
Idealis is now giving it another

try. All Dijkgraaf residents have received a form on which they can indicate if they want to take on the
task of disposing of their rubbish
bags. In return, they will get a discount of 2.50 euros on the monthly
rent. A no vote will entail a raise in
service costs. This new measure
will only be implemented if 70 percent of the residents vote yes.

‘The residents
like it
this way’
‘We feel that residents are perfectly able to take their own rubbish away,’ says an Idealis spokesperson. ‘What is more, it will save
them money.’
Residents’ representative Max

Jonkman does not know whether
Dijkgraaf residents can be won
over with money. ‘The residents
like it this way. I like it myself. At
the same time, I do agree with Idealis that times have changed.
Where else is waste collected from
your doorstep? Only in old people’s homes!’
In the other student complexes
such as Hoevestein, students are
already taking their own waste
away. But Dijkgraaf is a case apart,
says Max. ‘A different mentality
exists here. Many students here
just chuck their rubbish outside
anyway. There’s nothing I haven’t
seen lying around below: rubbish
bags, toasted sandwich makers, television sets. These students are
not about to change their behaviour for a few euros.’ LvdN

Marlies Bos (the left-wing ﬂuﬀy type) and Jillis Herweijer (the right-wing Hooray Henry type)
rarely see eye to eye on matters of politics, the environment or student life.

FOR AND AGAINST
Proposition: Dijkgraaf students should take
their own household waste to a collection point
Nice stunt by Dropbox: the company launched a competition to see
which university has the most
users. And the price is a capacity
expansion of 3 Gb for all the users
at the institution. Delft is still a
mega-user. At 11,720 votes (70
percent of the students!) the university is top in the Netherlands
and ﬁfth worldwide. Are Delft students so desperate for space or is
this the work of a crafty programmer?

MARLIES: I always thought it was strange that Idealis collected the rubbish at its various student
housing complexes. Students are mature adults,
aren’t they? They can do it themselves. This is not
a service you have in a regular rental property, is
it? It hardly takes any effort: when you go out it is
no trouble to take a garbage bag with you. And it
saves money too - by just a couple of euros, but
still. Given the new ﬁnancial measures students
face, every little helps. As far as I’m concerned,
this Idealis waste collection service can be scrapped. It might take a bit of getting used to, but in a
year’s time we’ll have forgotten that things were
ever any different.

TWITAHOLIC
Twitter and Facebook are more
addictive that nicotine, alcohol or
sex. According to research from the
University of Chicago, that is. The
researcher got 250 people to
report for a week on how badly
they craved a beer, a cigarette or a
social network. They reported via a
Smartphone. Which couldn’t possibly have aﬀected the results.

JILLIS RESPONDS: To my mind it is not odd that a
service like this one is offered to a large apartment block housing many residents with a lot of
refuse. The residents pay for the service, it provides work and the end result is a tidy building. If
you prefer, you can take your rubbish to the collection point, but it has to be said that the majority is very happy with this service.

FOTO’S: BART DE GOUW

VAGUE
Proﬁelen, the magazine of the Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences, is electing the ugliest educational term. The editors have
trawled policy papers to draw up a
list of 100 examples of vague and
hideous jargon. Some examples (in
translation): proﬁling transparency, action rule, centre of gravity
formation. You can vote for a top
ten at www.proﬁelen.hr.nl. Our
favourite was knowledge valorization. Barf.

JILLIS: At Dijkgraaf and other places, the cleaning
company collects each student unit’s garbage bags.
This means that a couple of times a week, all the rubbish is collected in one go and disappears into the containers outside. In the ﬁrst place, this is highly efﬁcient, since it means that residents do not have to keep
on using the lift just to take out one or two bags. Secondly, it gives the cleaners and the cleaning company
an income, given that they charge 2.50 euros per resident per month – and that’s not cheap, I’d say. Finally,
this arrangement ensures that Dijkgraaf generally
looks reasonably neat and tidy. We have recently had a
glimpse of what is likely to happen if Idealis goes
ahead and forces the residents to do it themselves: a
Neapolitan state of affairs and a rubbish-strewn complex. I don’t understand why Idealis wants to change
things. The residents are happy to pay and it helps the
cleaners make a living. What is wrong with that?
MARLIES RESPONDS: A rubbish-strewn complex? Once
everyone gets used to the new situation, I don’t think it
will be as bad as all that. As for the cleaners, if you follow that line of reasoning you could end up outsourcing everything – cleaning the kitchens, for example.
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TAG
About 50 students
got to relive their
childhood on 10
October when
Thymos sports
club organized an
evening of oldfashioned ‘tag’
games in the gym.
The Thymos
Experience has
been run on
two previous
occasions,
although then for
only about 25
students. ‘You can
call it a success
that numbers
doubled this
time’, says Karen
van Engelshoven
of Thymos.
‘Climbing ropes,
jumping over
horses, trying not
to get caught – we
could really be
kids again.
We had a big
LvdN
laugh.’

‘I REALLY WANT TO BE A WEATHERMAN’
Why are you so well-suited to becoming a weatherman?
‘Because of my degree in meteorology of course, but
also because I have always been interested in the
weather. I used to do storm chasing, for instance. As
soon as there was a thunderstorm approaching, I jumped into the car to go and take photos. If it snowed I
kept track of it on my computer on all kinds of fora.’

Who? Maurice Middendorp
What? Second-year Master’s student of Earth and Environment
Why? Wants to stand out as the
new NOS weatherman at a
screen test on 9 November in
Wageningen.

You recently almost got to present the weather forecast
on RTL4, didn’t you?
‘Yes. Weatherwoman Helga van Leur held a competition together with Buienradar. I made a webcam ﬁlm
for which people could vote. That started as a joke,
but it grew like an oil slick. People helped; my mother
distributed ﬂyers at her work. I was in ﬁrst place for a
while but I was overtaken three days before it closed.

Really annoying.’

It was a fun way of trying to get on TV once. How serious is your application now?
‘Much more serious. I really want to be a weatherman,
and this would be a really good start. But there are
about 100 people competing, including fellow students. So it will be difﬁcult.
How can you prepare?
‘It is very difﬁcult to practise something you have never done before. For the screen test I am trying to improve how I come across on camera and to brush up
my presentation skills. I don’t have an autocue here
so it is difﬁcult to imagine how you present using
that.’ RR
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>> CULT
What? Exhibition Point of No Return Where? Former Entomology/
Phytopathology building, Binnenhaven 7 When? 2 November to 21
December, Saturdays and Sundays from 10 to 17 Costs? Free

Revolutionary art
The Maya calendar is due to end soon and that will be the end of us all. At
least, if we are to believe the prophets of doom who ascribe great meaning to the stone. But fortunately all that baseless chatter has produced
something worthwhile too. It inspired the Wageningen Platform for Professional Artists to create an exhibition about tipping points and revolutions.
From 2 November you can see how local artists portray these Points of No
Return. There will also be a lecture on ecological tipping points by Professor Marten Scheffer (30 November) and a chance to see revolutionary
techniques such as three-dimensional printing in action (16 November).
The exhibition will be in the remnants of the former Entomology/ Phytopathology building which were saved from demolition because of a distinctive mosaic, which can also be admired at the exhibition.
As for the prophecies of doom, the organizers seem to be playing it safe.
It ends on 21 December, the day before the predicted apocalypse. Don’t
expect an extension. RR / photo Guy Ackermans
The mosaic made by Leo Schatz.

>> THE WORKS
WAITING FOR THE
MAIL BOAT
Who? Jessica van der Wal, biology graduate
What? Final internship on the behaviour of stitchbird oﬀspring
Where? Tiritiri Matangi Island, New Zealand
There were only two houses on the subtropical
island where I spent three months doing research.
One for me and one for the two permanent rangers.
But I knew what I was getting into. Having done one
ﬁnal internship with close supervision, being thrown
in the deep end was just what I wanted. This time my
contact with my supervisor was infrequent. It was a
real challenge; if anything went wrong, I had to come up with a solution
myself and make decisions.
Tiritiri is an island nature reserve, and a real paradise. I used to swim
off a beautiful beach, amongst penguins and rays. I was studying the
behaviour of the young of the rare stitchbird. Using binoculars, I tracked the birds in the forest, saw who they were hanging out with, and
made that the focus of my analysis.
It was an unusual way of life. There was no internet and to make a phone call you had to go to the Island’s highest point. I often sent handwritten letters to family and friends and in return I received letters written
by hand – that was really nice. I would stand on the dock waiting for the

mail boat to arrive. It was like living in another era. At times it was lonely, but luckily tourists came by now and then and I would cook for them
and take them on night-time trips to see kiwis, New Zealand’s wellknown ﬂightless birds.
Every three weeks I would take the boat to Auckland to go shopping.
After the peace and quiet on the island, it always took me a while to
adjust to the city’s hustle and bustle. New Zealanders are really nice
people. They are clearly proud of their country’s glorious nature so it
makes sense that their favourite pastime is ‘tramping’, walking in the
wilds. Everyone does it wearing leggings, even the men. Just try introducing that in the Netherlands! JB
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in memoriam

EMMA <<
Here We Benne-come!
I’ll be honest, moving is not all it is cracked up to be.
This week, I had the unforgettable experience of trying to shift the entire contents of my room from Ede
to Bennekom.
As I sat on the stairs looking down at all my possessions lying on the ﬂoor, a fresh wave of anxiety
washed over me. My whole life was bagged up and
waiting to leave, but would everything ﬁt in the car? I
wasn’t even sure if I had the motivation or energy to
continue. Staring at my foot, I noticed my ankle, once
again, turning purple as it swelled up.
I continued to admire the pyramid of bags. To add insult to injury, I had lost the tool needed to dismantle
a very odd shaped, and much loved, Ikea armchair.
Head in my hands, sweat running down my back, I
tried not to think about the logistics of moving that as
well.
Surprisingly though, the moving system was really efﬁcient. It took only an hour and a half to move everything. Helping hands could be found everywhere. A
few good friends loaded my bags into the car in Ede,
while another drove it back and forth and the rest of
us moved everything into my new room.
That evening, in a room I didn’t yet know, I slumped,
exhausted, into my beloved armchair and surveyed a
ﬂoor carpeted with familiar bags and possessions, I
reﬂected on the past year and the year to come.
Little more than a year ago I arrived in Ede at the start
an unforgettable year and here I was again settling into a new room wondering about the future. The difference this time was the knowledge that whatever
happens, I have great friends to help out and share
Emma Holmes
the laughs.

Mark Bakker
Monday 29 October we received the
terrible news that our student Mark
Bakker died in a road accident. He
left his parental home in Oosterleek
(North Holland) yesterday morning
to go to the company for which he regularly worked. His car left the road
and struck a tree. Mark died on the
spot.
In the Business Studies and Agribusiness department (BAB Leeuwarden), Mark had just completed the
associate degree in Entrepreneurship, and graduated on 11 July. After
the summer he went on to start the
major in Agrarian Entrepreneurship,
joining group AO3H and taking the
module HHG30E.
Mark was a pleasant and clever student, always cheerful and well-mannered towards his fellow students
and his teachers. He was a hard worker, both on his parent’s dairy farm
and at the company where he worked, Huisman in Venhuizen. Mark
had just started up his own company.
We shall sorely miss working with
Mark, and his positive attitude.
On behalf of all the staﬀ in the Business Studies and Agribusiness department,
Jan van der Valk (programme director)
Wim van Hezel (team leader)

announcements
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.
Crash course on WU Education:
Governance, Policy, Organisation
The PC course focuses on very general topics: governance and organization of Wageningen University,

and on very speciﬁc information:
which are the tasks, responsibilities and authorities of a PC and its
members. The second part is about
the main agenda items of PCs: the
annual EMC, the EER and the system of accreditation of study programmes & the internal quality assurance system. Date: November
14. Venue: Forum Building, VIP
rooms. Time: 19.30-22.00, free
drinks afterwards. Lecturer: Tiny
Van Boekel, director Education Institute.
INFO: WWW.OWI.WUR.NL / SUBSCRIBE BY SENDING AN EMAIL TO MARITA.KLEFKEN@WUR.NL

Happietaria
From 14 November to 7 December
there will be an Happietaria in Wageningen for the fourth time. The
location will be the former administrative headquarters on the Costerweg. Happietaria is a temporary
restaurant which is entirely student-run. The proﬁts go to charity:
this year to a project in Nepal.
Happietaria Wageningen is entirely run by volunteers, who aim to
get all the ingredients sponsored
so that as much of the proﬁts as
possible can go to the charity.
INFO: WWW.HAPPIETARIA-WAGENINGEN.NL

Papendalcross
The ﬁfth edition of the Pallas Papendalcross will be held this year
on Saturday 10 November. Registration closes on 7 November. The
Papendalcross consists of three
components. The race through the
woods and ﬁelds of Papendal is for
the real cross-country runners. The
PapendalRun, with ﬁve and ten kilometer options, is for amateurs
and mainly follows tarred roads.
And 8 to 12-year-olds run one or
two kilometres at the grounds
where the races start. The Pallas
Paendalcross is organized by the
Wageningen Athletics Association
Pallas ’67 together with Papendal
Sport en Evenementen, NOC*NSF
and Atletiekunie.
INFO/REGISTER: WWW.PAPENDALCROSS.NET

agenda on page 30
1 November 2012 — RESOURCE
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agenda
Friday 2 November, 20.30

CONCERT KIM HOORWEG TRIO
Jazz in Wageningen is putting on a
concert by the Kim Hoorweg trio at
Impulse on campus. The Kim Hoorweg trio focuses on the classical
jazz repertoire. See below.
INFO: WWW.JAZZINWAGENINGEN.NL

Friday 2 November, 20.00

INTERNATIONAL MSC 2012
PARTY
FREE dancing party together with
all the other new international
Master’s students, at Junushoﬀ.
There will be plenty of snacks and
drinks available for everyone. A
live band will provide some good
tunes and with DJ Freek on the
turntable there will be music
during the evening as well.

reversible tipping points, by 22 artists from the Wageningen Platform for Professional Artists. See
also Cult on page 28.
WWW.BEROEPSKUNSTENAARS.NL EN WWW.
FACEBOOK.COM/EXPOSITIEPOINTOFNORETURN

Wednesday 7 November, 18.30

50 JAAR MERCURIUS
This year Mecurius Wageningen celebrates its 10th jubilee. It is 50
years since the study association
was founded. Two weeks full of activities are organized. Oﬃcial opening 7 November in De Leeuwenborch with several speakers.
INFO: WWW.LUSTRUMMERCURIUS.NL/

Thursday 8 November, 20.30

PREMIÈRE DE DEELDERIERS

OPENING POINT OF NO RETURN

Jules Deelder will be at the Heerenstraat cinema for the première of a
ﬁlm about a jazz performance of
his with an ad hoc band in the Bullet Sound Studio. The ﬁlm will be
followed by a live performance.

Preview of an exhibition about ir-

INFO: WWW.HEERENSTRAATTHEATER.NL

Friday 2 November, 20.00

Wageningen UR zoekt:
PhD Student Synthetic Organic Chemistry & Chemical Biology
AFSG Organische Chemie, Wageningen; vacaturenummer AFSG-ORC-0024
2 PhD in Organic Surface Chemistry
AFSG Organische Chemie, Wageningen;
vacaturenummers AFSG-ORC-0025 en AFSG-ORC-0027
PhD in Bio-Organic Surface Chemistry
AFSG Organische Chemie, Wageningen; vacaturenummer AFSG-ORC-0026
PhD position Complex adaptive systems: Pig behaviour and related
sustainability performance in novel farm designs: an agent-based
approach
ASG dierlijke productiesystemen, Wageningen; vac.nr ASG-DW-APS-0006
Project TripleP@Sea - PhD near-term Arctic climate predictions
ESG Centrum Water en Klimaat, Wageningen; vac.nr ESG CWK-0234
Secretaresse
ESG Centrum Landschap, Wageningen; vacaturenummer ESG CL-0161
PhD Agent-Based Modeling of Tipping Points and Regime Shifts in
Land Use Systems
ESG Centrum Geo-Informatie, Wageningen; vac.nr ESG CGI-0061
Senior Seal Researcher
IMARES Afdeling Ecosystemen, Den Helder; vac.nr 0021-2
Three PhD positions: System trajectories, diversity and cross-scale
trade-offs: targeting innovations for the sustainable intensiﬁcation of
cereal-based agro-ecosystems
PSG Biologische Landbouwsystemen, Wageningen; vac.nr PSG-BFS-0004
PhD-candidate on Concepts, methods, and tools for sensitivity analysis
and validation of Complex Adaptive Systems
PSG Biometris, Wageningen; vacaturenummer PSG-BIOM-0020
Technical assistant, Molecular Phytopathology
PSG Lab. voor Fytopathologie, Wageningen; vac.nr PSG-FYTO-0019
PhD position Complex adaptive systems
PSG Farming System Ecology, Wageningen; vac.nr PSG-BFS-0005

jazzinwageningen.nl

fri 02|11|12

Postdoc Ecosystem Services in Agricultural Landscapes
PSG Centre for Crop Systems Analysis, Wageningen;
vacaturenummer PSG-CCSA-0010

ERT!
TRA CONC

EX

Kim Hoorweg Trio
Kim Hoorweg vocals
Erwin Hoorweg piano
Angelo Verploegen
flügelhorn

Secretarieel/administratief medewerker voor 20 uur per week
PSG Centre for Crop Systems Analysis, Wageningen;
vacaturenummer PSG-CCSA-0011
Projectleider Radiochemische analyses
RIKILT Contaminanten, Wageningen; vacaturenummer RIKILT-CT0001
Afdelingshoofd Kwaliteit, Arbo, Milieu en Systemen
RIKILT Kwaliteit Veiligheid en Milieu, Wageningen; vac.nr RIKILT-KVM0000
Early Stage Researcher Position on Food Authentication in Marie Curie
Initial training Network PIMMS
RIKILT Authenticiteit & Nutrienten, Wageningen; vac.nr RIKILT-AN0005
Enthousiaste projectcontroller/coördinator
SSG Finance & Control, Wageningen; vacaturenummer SSG-F&C-0001
2 PhD positions: Colonial economic and social history
SSG Agrarische geschiedenis, Wageningen; vac.nr SSG-RHI-0002
PhD position Complex adaptive systems
SSG Logistics, Decision and Information Sciences, Wageningen;
vacaturenummer SSG-LDI-0010
Junior Researcher Monitoring & Evaluation Entrepreneurship Education
SSG Bedrijfskunde, Wageningen; vacaturenummer SSG-MST-0007
PhD position Analysis of Tipping Points and Regime Shifts in Land-Use
Systems
SSG Agrarische Economie & Plattelandsbeleid, Wageningen;
vacaturenummer SSG-AEP-0006

Impulse (Wageningen Campus, building 115) | 20.30u
tickets at www.jazzinwageningen.nl or at the door € 15,- (students,
friends of JIW € 10,-)
RESOURCE — 1 November 2012
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ǁǁǁ͘ďĂƌƚĞŶͲƟĞŵĞƐƐĞŶ͘Ŷůd͗ϬϯϭϳͲϰϮϮϲϬϬ

TE KOOP
Diedenweg 42,
Bennekom
sƌĂĂŐƉƌŝũƐ͗ΦϯϱϬ͘ϬϬϬ͕сŬ͘Ŭ͘
Op één van de MOOISTE PLEKJES VAN BENNEKOM gelegen:
ĞŶƉƌĂĐŚƟŐůŝĐŚƚũĂƌĞŶĚĞƌƟŐŚƵŝƐ͕ĚĞŚĞůŌǀĂŶĞĞŶĚƵďďĞů͕ŵĞƚǀƌŝũƵŝƚǌŝĐŚƚŽƉĚĞďŽƐƐĞŶ
ŝŶĞĞŶǀĞƌŬĞĞƌƐůƵǁĞƐƚƌĂĂƚ͕ŵĞƚŬůĂƐƐŝĞŬǀŝƐŐƌĂĂƚƉĂƌŬĞƚ͕ϯƐůĂĂƉŬĂŵĞƌƐĞŶĞĞŶƐƚƵĚĞĞƌͬ
ǁĞƌŬŬĂŵĞƌ͘KƉĮĞƚƐĂĨƐƚĂŶĚǀĂŶĚĞthZ͘
hŝƚŐĞďƌĞŝĚĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟĞǀŝĂ͗ǁǁǁ͘ĨƵŶĚĂ͘ŶůŽĨǀŝĂĂƌƚĞŶdŝĞŵĞƐƐĞŶZDĂŬĞůĂĂƌƐ

Graduate in style! Expand your graduation
with a festive reception in Hotel De Wereld.
ÎÆƋÇ =ÞcƋÎÇbHÆÇÇÞÎƋ BÎCচÇřÎƋÆŴÇƋÞÎƄÎÆƋÇ =Þ
cƋÎÇbHÆÇÇÞÎƋ BÎCচÇřÎƋÆŴÇƋÞÎƄÎÆƋÇ =ÞcƋÎÇbHÆÇ
Treat all your guests with a complete graduation reception of 1 hour in de Capitulation room in Hotel De Wereld. Available for
€ 9,50 per person (including drinks from the Hollands assortment, nuts, olives, a bitterbal and a small snack). Ask for all possibilities!
DrinksandBites located on the market square en the old municipal farm Koekoekpannenkoek include perfect locations for a reception.

HoteldeWereld

www.hoteldewereld.nl www.koekoekpannenkoek.nl tel 0031 (0)317 460 444

Wageningen University seeks 6 PhD researchers for
challenging research on complex adaptive systems
Complex Adaptive System (CAS) theory
SURYLGHVWKHEDVLVIRUDVFLHQWL¿FDSSURDFK
to integrate social, environmental, and life
sciences. CAS means looking at the world as an
adaptive system, where the whole is more than
the sum of its parts, minor changes can have
unexpected effects. The CAS approach requires
dedicated modelling efforts and techniques.

1 PhD: concepts, methods, and tools
for sensitivity analysis and validation of
Complex Adaptive Systems
The candidate should have a background in
PDWKHPDWLFVDQGDVWURQJDI¿QLW\ZLWKVRFLDO
and environmental sciences or vice versa. He
or she should be a strong conceptual thinker
ZKROLNHVWRZRUNWRJHWKHUZLWKRWKHUV

CAS is expected to help us better understand the complex world we live in. It should
support the exploration and design of longlasting solutions for the wellbeing of animals,
food production, bio-based economy and
sustainable use of our limited natural resources.
Wageningen UR starts a strategic research
programme on CAS. The programme aims to
develop the CAS approach and to integrate WUR
research domains.

2 PhDs: Tipping Points and Regime Shifts
in Land-Use Systems
7KH¿UVWFDQGLGDWHVKRXOGKDYHDEDFNJURXQG
LQJHRJUDSK\ZLWKDI¿QLW\ZLWKFRPSXWHU
science/AI or a background in computer
VFLHQFHZLWKDVWURQJVRFLDOHQYLURQPHQWDO
DI¿QLW\
The second candidate should have a
EDFNJURXQGLQVSDWLDOHFRQRPLFVZLWKDI¿QLW\
IRUDJURHFRORJLFDOSURFHVVHVRUJHRJUDSK\
ZLWKDI¿QLW\IRUVRFLRHFRQRPLFSURFHVVHV

We seek 6 enthusiastic PhD students who will
contribute to the development of methods and
tools that help us to understand and improve
the design of Complex Adaptive Systems.
Candidates should share our passion and are
able to convey their enthusiasm to a broad
range of scientists and students.

1 PhD: Farmer innovation system: Agentbased modelling of farmers’ social and
economic decision-making regarding
novel farm designs
The candidate should have a background
LQDJHQWEDVHGPRGHOOLQJFRPSXWHU

programming experience and a good
command of the Dutch language.
1 PhD: Pig behaviour and related
sustainability performance in novel farm
designs: an agent- based approach
The candidate should have an appropriate
MSc degree in (mathematical or theoretical)
ELRORJ\RUDQLPDOVFLHQFHVZLWKDQLQWHUHVWLQ
SUDFWLFDODSSOLFDWLRQV([SHULHQFHZLWKDJHQW
EDVHGPRGHOOLQJLVKLJKO\SUHIHUUHG
1 PhD: Designing disease-resistant
cropping landscapes in a changing
climate using spatial models of epidemics
and socio-institutional dynamics
The candidate should have a keen interest
LQFRPELQLQJVSDWLDOO\H[SOLFLWPRGHOOLQJRI
ELRSK\VLFDOSURFHVVHVZLWKVRFLRLQVWLWXWLRQDO
G\QDPLFV
For more information about the vacancies
see: http://www.academictransfer.com

For more information about the
programme, Wageningen UR, and its
facilities visit: http://www.wur.nl/UK/ or
http://cas.wur.nl
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ILLUSTRATIE: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Speed bumps
I have been living on the Haarweg for a couple of years now. For a long time, car drivers used this
road as a shortcut on their way to and from Rhenen, meaning that there was a lot of traﬃc, with
many cars driving up to 80 kilometres per hour instead of 50.

The road is quite narrow, and there is no extra lane for bikes or pedestrians. Pretty dangerous. Because of this, some people wrote letters to the municipality asking to have the trafﬁc slowed down.
We were hoping they would install some speed cameras, which would have been a nice source of
income for the local police department while imposing a penalty on reckless drivers. After a while,
however, construction workers opened up the road in two places, brought a lot of asphalt and
made drempels.
The Netherlands is not as ﬂat as it seems at ﬁrst sight. If you’ve ever been driving around by car
here, you know what I mean: drempels. The Dutch use this remarkably low-tech solution to slow
down trafﬁc. And they work. A Dutch friend of mine even told me once that drempels are used for
learning how to start your car on a slope, as the number of hills and mountains in this lovely country is so limited.
Since the drempels have been in place, far fewer cars drive along the Haarweg. And those that do
go at a much lower speed, out of fear of wrecking their bumpers. Problem solved! Elias Kaiser,

The Netherlands is
not as ﬂat as it
seems at ﬁrst sight

Germany

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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