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labour of love

>> JELLE + BASE CLARINET
Jelle Maas, Knowledge Communication team leader, CS

‘I am a team player’
He is not interested in a beautiful solo and he rarely makes
music alone. Jelle Maas likes making music together with
others. ‘That interaction, the teamwork in an orchestra is
absolutely fantastic. An orchestra cannot be too big for
me.’ He has been playing for years in Ede’s brass band.
What he likes most is music with a story – symphonies,
overtures, ﬁlm music and musicals. ‘From baroque to
rock.’ On the clarinet. ‘Because of its warm sound, especially that of the base.’ RK/photo: Guy Ackermans
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Professor Huub Savelkoul reacted to his nomination for the Meester Kackadoris
Prize awarded by the Dutch anti-quackery association as though he had been
stung by a wasp. He does not wish to comment and even tried to keep the nomination out of the public eye.
It is of course tragic to ﬁnd yourself described as a quack, but this reaction
comes across as an admission of guilt. Savelkoul is meticulous in adhering to
scientiﬁc methods but appearances are against him. He is studying the eﬀects of
electromagnetic ﬁelds on the immune system and he supervised the doctoral
research of an anthroposophical doctor. Last year he delivered a lecture in a
series about biophysical medicine and in November he will be speaking to the
Dutch vaccination watchdog association VKPN. So he ﬂirts with the alternative
set. Something he would do well to explain.
The anti-quackery prize will be awarded on 6 October. Savelkoul will not be there.
The quality of his research and lectures is not under ﬁre; the criticism is of his
research topic and the context of his lectures. The Kackadoris prize is a cynical
badge of honour for those who stimulate quackery, and Savelkoul does not do
that. So the bottle of champagne can stay in the fridge next week. Or should it in
fact be uncorked? Gaby van Caulil

>> A cross section of the limbali tree from Cameroon.
Are tropical trees growing faster now that there is more CO2 in the atmosphere?
The answer is expected to come from the Dendrolab in Lumen. Page 18

27 September 2012 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



4 >> news

‘DIJKHUIZEN IS POLARIZING THE ISSUE’
Rudy Rabbinge says Dijkhuizen
makes it seem as if we have to
choose between eating and
animal welfare, which is wrong.
The éminence grise of
Wageningen UR is concerned.
‘He sees contradictions that are
not inevitable.’’

Rudy Rabbinge phones us up. He
is concerned about Wageningen
UR’s position in the debate about
intensive farming and he’d like to
talk to the editors.
Rabbinge is Wageningen UR’s
éminence grise. The emeritus professor of Production Ecology has
an impressive track record. Rabbinge was a member of the Scientiﬁc Council for Government Policy,
he was a senator for eight years
and he currently chairs the UN
food security panel. He is highly
respected, both in the Netherlands
and internationally. In 2008 it took
Rabbinge just one phone call to arrange the speaker to open the academic year: Koﬁ Annan.
What’s bothering you?
‘I’m very concerned about the
image of Wageningen University.
We have worked hard to be a university for the life sciences and
now we are wrongly being seen as
advocates of factory farming. Rather senior people have been asking me about this over the past
two weeks. Pieter Winsemius, the
former chairman of the Society for
the Preservation of Nature, Henk
Bleker, supervisory board members and senior executives at the
Rabobank. They are saying: “You
mustn’t do that’.
Why not? It got a debate going.
‘Dijkhuizen says he is basing
his arguments on Louise Fresco
and me. But I never used the word
“intensive” like that and I never
would. “Intensive” has all kinds of
connotations; it’s almost synonymous with bad in inﬂuential circles. Dijkhuizen is polarizing the
issue. People will stop listening to

your arguments if you use that
word. You get a debate between
the deaf.’
You both stand for the same
approach. Dijkhuizen is more
subtle than he seems. He sees that
our society is rejecting the clean,
highly productive agriculture that
Dutch farmers excel at on the basis
of emotional rather than rational
grounds.
‘We do agree up to that point.
Only I think you should listen carefully to society and take its views
seriously. So you mustn’t make
people choose between satisfying
hunger and animal welfare. He
sees contradictions that are not inevitable. You have the Minderhoudhoeve in Flevoland and many
trend-setting farmers who are
highly productive without destroying farmsteads, disturbing herd
behaviour, etc. Studies by Plant
and Animal science groups conﬁrm that it is possible to combine
efﬁcient farming practices with
consideration for animal welfare.’
Dijkhuizen is exposing the myths
of the environmental lobby and the

I’m just opposed to taboos on
using artiﬁcial fertiliser, pesticides
or gene technology and incorrect
claims about health or the environment. That’s what you should be
doing as a scientist.’

Rudy Rabbinge

Green Left political party.
‘I understand this; I too get annoyed at the incorrect, completely
unsubstantiated claims that are
made. Integrated farming systems
have been shown to be much more
environmentally friendly than the
systems that are supposed to be
designed for sustainability, such
as organic farming. That is counter-intuitive and difﬁcult to explain, but we need to do that.
I should say that I’m ﬁne with
people opting for organic farming;
I’m the last person to stop them.
We have that luxury in the West.

Even if society is deaf to what you
are saying?
‘In 2007, Roger Pielke Jr described different roles scientists could
play. You have always had the pure
scientist, who provides society
with information and says “You
choose”. I think Aalt sees himself
as a pure scientist. A contrasting
role is the issue advocate, the scientist who steers things in a particular direction - a lot of people in
organic farming adopt that role. A
more recent arrival is the honest
broker, who listens and helps society in the process of deciding. Honest brokers won’t portray an end
to hunger and animal welfare as
two opposing goals because they
understand society’s preferences
and scientiﬁc insights. They see
this as an incentive to develop
healthy livestock farming.’ Gaby
van Caulil

RESOURCE — 27 September 2012

(5(6SLQGG



news << 5

PROFESSOR NOMINATED FOR QUACKERY PRIZE
ð 5HVHDUFKRQLQŋXHQFHRI
electromagnetic ﬁelds called
a ‘closed book’.
ð 6DYHONRXOè,DPDVHULRXV
scientist.’

Wageningen UR has once again
been placed in the limelight by the
Dutch Society Against Quackery
(VtdK). Professor of Cell Biology
and Immunology Huub Savelkoul

is among the nominees for the
Meester Kackadoris prize for those
who have done most to further the
cause of quackery this year. For Savelkoul the nomination is ‘an insult’ and he has no wish to comment on the details.
Savelkoul is doing research on
the inﬂuence of magnetic ﬁelds on
the immune system. ‘There are no
plausible hypotheses for this inﬂuence and most people in the profession see this as a closed book,’

says Cees Renckens of the VtdK
prize jury. ‘Savelkoul is just prolonging this confusion with his research.’ This comment refers to
patients who blame their unexplained health problems on electromagnetic radiation. The nomination targets only the topic of the
research and not its quality.
Savelkoul also sometimes gives
lectures at gatherings of pseudoscientists. Renckens: ‘A man of his
stature has no place there. He

lends them legitimacy.’ This November, Savelkoul is due to speak
at the training day of the controversial Dutch society that is critical
of many vaccinations, the NVKP.
The nomination has not gone
down well with Savelkoul. Over the
telephone, he controls his fury. ‘I
am a serious scientist and I do not
recognize myself in this at all. So I
do not want to be identiﬁed with
RR
this.’

in brief
>> DELIVERY

Resource on the doormat
Dutch student houses and ﬂats will continue to get Resource delivered. A previously announced decision to stop this
has been reversed. There was an announcement in the 30 August issue of
Resource that the magazine would no
longer be delivered to Dutch student
ﬂats and houses in Wageningen. The
measure was a cutback due to falls in
advertising revenue. However the announcement led to so many concerned
reactions that the publisher and editorin-chief have reconsidered their decision. Other options for achieving the
necessary cuts will be evaluated. RR

>>NATIONAL STUDENTS’ UNION

Checkjekamer.nl
Are there bikes and empty bottles blocking the emergency exit? Are you paying
hundreds of euros for a broom cupboard? The National Students’ Union has

started its annual check-your-room tour.
The union will be criss-crossing the
country with a small replica student
room to draw attention to the issues of
ﬁre safety and reasonable rents.
Students can go to checkjekamer.nl to
see how safe their house really is in the
event of a ﬁre. Do the occupants switch
oﬀ electrical equipment when it is not in
use or is it put on stand-by? What kind of
ﬁre-ﬁghting equipment is available?
They can also check they are not paying
too much rent in proportion to the ﬂoor
HOP
area.

>>HALBE LEVY

No ﬁne for AID committee
The slow student ﬁne really is coming into eﬀect, despite grumbling in Parliament. But there is one exception in Wageningen. Students who spend a year on
the AID committee do not have to pay
the slow student ﬁne if they get behind
with their studies because of their AID
work. Policy oﬃcer Liesbeth van der Linden conﬁrms that this makes them the
only group of student committee members who are being compensated for the
measure. ‘The AID committee members
work for the Executive Board. Even when
the slow student ﬁne is in force, they will
still need to have enough people doing
this job.’ There are two other groups of
students besides the AID committee who
are eligible for compensation for the
slow student ﬁne: students who take a
two-year social sciences Master’s and
students who get behind for reasons beyond their control, such as illness, a
disability or exceptional family circumRG
stances.

SCHAMINÉE <<
Fair farming
After all the commotion of the past few weeks, what with
Aalt Dijkhuizen’s controversial statements at the academic
year opening and the Dutch elections, the dust seems to be
settling. I wonder who is going to be the minister of Agriculture, and where will Nature be placed? ‘I have been surprised to see how hard it is for us to base discussions on facts
rather than emotions, even for scientists,’ says Dijkhuizen
in one response. But how do you sort facts from feelings?
Along with the depletion of natural resources, the growing
world population is the biggest problem facing us in the
future, concluded the Club of Rome 40 years ago. They
have been proven right, and the scale of the problem has
been increased by the massive rise in living standards in
emerging economies. All this means food production per
hectare has to be doubled, goes Dijkhuizen’s conclusion,
presented as a matter of fact. So: artiﬁcially green ﬁelds,
bloated chickens and high-rise pig sheds. Last week farmers and members of the general public went off to Brussels to argue for another approach to agriculture. They are
demanding fair farming in which the farmer gets a fair
price for good food produced with respect for the environment. Driven by emotion?
Personally I think intensive and sustainable can go together, that we should not so much export our food as our
knowledge, and that the carrying capacity of the landscape should always be the starting point. Two years ago
in her Westhoff lecture in Nijmegen, Louise Fresco
quoted from Genesis: ‘the fatness of the earth, and plenty
of corn’. I am going to read that story again carefully this
evening. Joop Schaminée
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FIVE QUESTIONS ABOUT WAGENINGENUR.NL
WageningenUR.nl has been
launched; it will replace nearly
all other Wageningen UR sites.
The website went live on
Tuesday 25 September but its
predecessor WUR.nl will remain
online for the next few weeks.
Five questions about the new
website.

What does the website look
like?
Completely different to the previous one. The new WageningenUR.nl consists of colourful
blocks and large headings. There
is far less text on the homepage
and information is now subdivided by subject rather than organization. For instance, a news item
about Alterra will immediately
show related information for the
university and vice versa. Locations have also been added to projects. Now you can use a map application to scroll through a digital
map showing thousands of projects in which Wageningen UR is
involved.

Why did wur.nl have to be replaced
by WageningenUR.nl?
That has everything to do with
the god of the Internet: Google. It
uses the URL name when ranking
search results. WageningenUR.nl
will eventually get a higher score
than WUR.nl. The subdomains are
being scrapped for the same reason. For instance, LEI is moving
from lei.wur.nl to wageningenur.
nl/lei. The previous address was indexed separately, which meant LEI
did not beneﬁt in Google from its
connection with the rest of Wageningen UR. Now it does. However
that will take a while to work as the
new website has to be discovered
by the search engines ﬁrst.
What will happen to the old
website and the old e-mail
addresses?
The old website will remain
available for the next few weeks, after which users will automatically
be transferred. That is a big difference compared with the previous
switch (from WAU.nl to wag-ur.nl
to WUR.nl), only six years ago.
Then, thousands of visitors were

suddenly unable to ﬁnd the website. The old web addresses will also remain in use this time round.
What do the departments think of
the new site?
Most of the informal reactions
have been positive but you do hear
some criticism too. Science groups
say that a lot of information has
not yet been transferred and personal texts about staff have disappeared. Lists of scientiﬁc publications are now sorted by date rather
than relevance, making it impossible to ﬁnd science groups’ key publications. The website creators
say most deﬁciencies are due to
technical problems relating to the
launch. We can expect big improvements over the next while, they
say.
What is WageningenUR.nl costing?
The name will not have cost
more than twenty euros. The big
money went on the software for
the new database (300,000 euros)
and the design (300,000 euros). All
in all, the new website is costing
more than a million. SvG

ORION REACHES ITS ZENITH

7KHKLJKHVWSRLQWKDVEHHQUHDFKHGVRWKHŋDJFRXOGEHKRLVWHGODVW7XHVGD\RQWRSRI2ULRQ)RXUŋDJVLQIDFWIRUWKH
contractor, the coordinator, the architect and the client. Of course the builders were served the traditional pannenbier
(roof tile beer). Now the basic structure is there, work can proceed on the ﬁnishing touches. The second teaching building is due to be ﬁnished by the summer. RK/photo Bart de Gouw

CORMET SWAMPED
BY LUNCHERS
ð /RQJTXHXHVLQWKH)RUXP
canteen.
ð %HWWHUGLVWULEXWLRQVKRXOG
solve problem.

Anyone who ever has lunch in the
Forum must have been annoyed by
the endless queues at the till. Since
the new caterer was installed here
the number of customers has shot
up: 35 percent more than this time
last year. That means 650 customers per hour. ‘It exceeds all our
expectations,’ says manager Frank
van Zomeren. But he admits that
long waits at the checkout are the
ﬂip side of this success. He thinks
the solution lies in customers
spreading their lunchtimes over a
longer period. ‘We have longer
opening times now but by no
means everyone knows that. One
quarter of our customers do not
have to stick to the break times. I
am going to take action to try to get
them to come to the canteen outside the ‘rush hour.’ Another solution Van Zomeren is considering is
to expand the range of snacks available at the Grand Cafe to include
fresh rolls, for example. ‘Then people who just want a bread roll won’t
have to join the queue upstairs.’
Since Cormet took over in the
Forum it has been possible to pay
with a pin card. That takes a few
seconds longer per transaction
than the chip option. But Van Zomeren is not in favour of doing
away with the pin option. ‘You gain
a marginal amount of time whereas I think the pin service has a lot of
added value.’ NM/foto Bart de Gouw
See also page 22.
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WAGENINGEN STILL A MALE BASTION
ð 3URSRUWLRQRIZRPHQVWLOO
stuck at 9 percent.
ð è)LQGLQJZRPDQFDQGLGDWHVIRU
niche areas is diﬃcult.’ ’

There are few women professors in
Wageningen. Only 9 percent of the
established chairs in Wageningen
are occupied by women, while the
average in other universities is 20
percent. ‘This is worrying,’ says
Frances Brazier, chair of the Dutch
Network of Women Professors, and
professor of Systems Engineering
in Delft. ‘The number of women
professors will not increase of its
own accord; it takes real policy to
achieve that.’ She spoke this
month with rector Martin Kropff.
The proportion of women students in Wageningen is over 50
percent and the male-female ratio
among PhD candidates and postdocs is 50-50 too. ‘But that is as far
as it goes,’ says Brazier. She believes this is largely to do with cultural differences. And for this reason

DOG STORY
WAS OLD HAT

Who? Paul Koene, lecturer
and researcher in the
Animal Sciences Group
Why? Dutch newspaper
De Telegraaf reported that
Wageningen UR was recommending a ban on keeping
dogs, based on outdated
information
What? Koene put the story
right for various media.
The oﬀensive list was an
old test of a research
method, not an oﬃcial
recommendation

she feels there should always be
two woman professors on an appointment committee. And more
effort should be made to ﬁnd
suitable candidates from abroad if
no suitably qualiﬁed woman can
be found in the Netherlands. Rector Martin Kropff acknowledges
the problem. ‘It is hard to ﬁnd candidates who ﬁt the proﬁles for our
chairs. In Wageningen we are often dealing with niche areas and
there the talent pool is small, and
that goes for women too.’
Yet the rector is optimistic. ‘We
already have many women among
the professors with personal or endowed chairs. And we have a tenure track policy, through which we
offer talented researchers a career
path leading to a personal chair.
That is going very well and more
than half of these talents are women.’ Kropff expects that these
measures will ensure that more
talented women can move on to
regular chairs in due course. AS

SAFE RESEARCH UNIT FOR
DANGEROUS ANIMAL DISEASES

The Central Veterinary Institute (CVI) is to have a new research facility for
contagious animal diseases. On 17 September Secretary of State Henk Bleker
drove the ﬁrst pile for this high containment unit. The new facility is to meet
even higher safety standards because it will house research on virulent viruses and bacteria which can also infect humans, such as the Q fever bacterium.
6XFKUHVHDUFKUHTXLUHVH[WUDVDIHW\PHDVXUHVWRSURWHFWWKHVWDŉ7KHQHZ
high containment unit will cost 8 million euros. The ministry of EL&I will contribute 5 million, and the rest of the funding is to come from the province of
Flevoland, Lelystad municipality and an EU fund. The building is due for comSOHWLRQQH[W\HDU AS/photo Fred van Welie

See also page 11

LDid the report in De Telegraaf lead to a
lot of media interest?
‘‘There was a bit of a surge. Trouw [another newspaper] called, as did two TV
companies and four radio stations. They
were satisﬁed with my explanation but
then they didn’t use it as an item. Apparently it doesn’t count as news if another
medium got things wrong. But it is frustrating when that means you don’t get
the truth publicized.’

QUOTE
‘The degree ceremony for the MSc in Food Technology looks like a
get-together for new FrieslandCampina employees.’
Student Antoon Kanis notes that around 6 of the 30 graduates have already been oﬀered a job by the dairy giant. (Twitter, 25 September)

KITO

What were the facts of the matter?
‘We are working on a system for assessing the suitability of mammals to be
kept as pets. We did a quick scan with
the ﬁrst version, a practice run. Now it
has evolved further with information
about welfare, natural behaviour and the
human-animal relationship. The report
in De Telegraaf was about the quick scan.
The story they printed was old hat.’
Do you ﬁnd it annoying that they misrepresent your research like that?
‘It just happens, so I’m used to it. It
would make life easier if everyone just
presented the facts objectively but the
world doesn’t work like that.’ RR

Wheat ﬁeld, electro magnetic ﬁeld, maize ﬁeld
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(1-2<<285$33
ð &KDWWLQJDERXWIRRGDURXQGD
YLUWXDONLWFKHQWDEOH
ð 1RPRUHèSUHDFKLQJéDERXW
KHDOWK\HDWLQJ

What happens if you pair up a rational scientist with a creative spirit
and then give them free rein?
Science festival Food4You bravely
took this risk, with a surprising result. Laura Bouwman, assistant
professor of Health and Society,
was paired up with game designer
Berend Weij. And now they are presenting...the virtual kitchen table.
This app enables users to swap
stories about eating: how often you
eat meat, what inspires you in the
kitchen or a personal story. The developers assume this informal exchange of information will improve users’ eating behaviour. An approach that is entirely in line with
Bouwman’s research ﬁeld of Salutogenesis, based on the philosophy that we should look for sources
of health rather than focusing on
avoiding the causes of disease.
FACEBOOK
Bouwman thinks that chatting
around the kitchen table is one of
those sources. According to her,
experts and marketing dictate
what we should eat these days. Apparently, these constant messages
from above alienate consumers
from their food. Bouwman: ‘We
need to reinject inspiration for

9LUWXDOFKDWDURXQGWKHNLWFKHQWDEOHH[FKDQJHNQRZOHGJHZLWKRXWWKHSUHDFKLQJ

healthy eating into everyday conversations around the table.’
In practice, users see a dining
table on their tablet, computer or
smartphone with a set of menus.
They can personalize these with
photos and their own stories.
They can also hunt through other
people’s stories, including one or
two experts, and comment, share
and ‘like’ via Facebook, of course.
This is precisely the process Bouwman wants to research: ‘This app
really shows you what people say
around the kitchen table and how
social norms relating to food are
determined.’

Of course the ultimate idea is
for the program to lead to a change
in behaviour, but indirectly and
without preaching. ‘Often the aim
of changing behaviour is too obvious,’ says Weij. ‘You need to arouse people’s curiosity instead and
get them involved socially.’
),50,1',&$7256
It is difﬁcult to say when this goal
has been achieved. Bouwman can
imagine other scientists will be decrying the lack of quantiﬁable evidence: ‘We are not weighing and
measuring the users so it’s difﬁcult to ﬁnd ﬁrm indicators for

success. We are aiming for active
involvement in food choice as an
indicator for success; we will be
coming back to the problem of
how to measure that exactly.’
The makers themselves are having a lot of fun with the app even
before the ﬁrst user has registered.
They speculate enthusiastically
about participants who start virtual cooking clubs. Or a big party
where they meet up. But ﬁrst the
app has to be promoted at
Food4You. The location of course
is a real kitchen table. RR

0866(/6'21é7/,.(3/$67,&
ð 3ODVWLFQDQRSDUWLFOHVGHPDQG
H[WUDHQHUJ\IURPPXVVHOV
ð 3DUWLFOHVPD\SDVVIURP
PXVVHOVWRKXPDQV

Plastic pollution takes many
forms, from empty bottles and
bags to micro- and nanoplastics –
tiny particles no more than a couple of millimetres in size. Such
particles are formed when larger

waste matter gets broken down
and they are in sewer water, where
they come from wear and tear to
synthetic clothing in the wash and
from residues of cosmetics.
Wageningen researchers led by
Bart Koelmans studied the effect
these particles have on life in the
water. In a research involving mussels, the researchers recreated
plastic pollution in the lab using
polystyrene balls 30 nanometres
(30 millionths of a millimetre) in

diameter. Adding these particles to
seawater causes the mussels to
slow down their ﬁlter activities to
get rid of the plastics. Koelmans:
‘That takes energy for the mussels
and must therefore happen at the
expense of their growth.’
The particles can also be found
in the mussels afterwards, which
means shellﬁsh eaters including
humans could ingest them. But
Koelmans does not want to draw
far-reaching conclusions about

that at this point. For that, too
little is known yet about the concentrations of nanoplastics in the
environment. ‘We cannot yet estimate the degree of risks. For that
you also need to look at the total
concentrations of other nanoparticles found in the environment.
Both natural sources and road
trafﬁc generate soot particles that
ﬂoat in the water.’ $YW+
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*(77,1*727+(52272)
',6$33($5,1*)25(676
ð &DXVHVRIGHIRUHVWDWLRQPRUHFRPSOH[
WKDQWKH\VHHP
ð ,QGXVWULDOL]HGFRXQWULHVVKRXOGKHOS
IRRWWKHELOO

Agriculture is the chief cause of deforestation in the world, but the underlying causes are international trade, economic
growth and rising meat consumption.
This ﬁnding comes from a report presented by Wageningen professor of Remote
Sensing Martin Herold and others at
climate negotiations in Bangkok. Eighty
percent of global deforestation can be
blamed on the expansion of agricultural
land. In Latin America, commercial farming is the major cause, responsible for two
thirds of the deforestation there. In Africa
and Asia, commercial and subsistence farming are each responsible for a further
third of the deforestation. Other more minor causes of deforestation are mining, infrastructure and urban expansion.
However, the report emphasizes that
the expansion of farmland is not an isolated causal factor. To get a complete picture of the causes of deforestation it is important to look at underlying causes too.
The most signiﬁcant of these are global
economic growth and population growth.
These lead to increased meat consumption and international trade in farming and
wood products.

‘Unfortunately, these indirect causes are
not as easy to measure,’ says Herold. The
Wageningen professor has specialized in
remote sensing, a way of measuring deforestation with a combination of satellite images and local observation. ‘Remote sensing
can ascertain that a forest has been converted into farmland but why that happens is
not so easy to explain,’ says Herold. Yet it is
important, he says. If deforestation has international root causes, then national policies alone will have no effect and international policies are required too.
0$.(,1'8675,$/,=('&28175,(6
+(/3723$<
Herold points to a relatively new form of
international policy aiming to combat deforestation: REDD (Reducing emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation.) The
idea behind REDD is to reduce emissions of
greenhouse gases due to deforestation by
getting industrial countries to help pay for
forest conservation in developing countries.
Herold: ‘Good REDD policy is targeted at
the cause of deforestation.’ How deforestation is measured – which is essential to
REDD – depends on its cause, explains
Herold. If the chief cause is the rise of commercial farming, remote sensing can be
used to measure it. But if the cause is, for
example, ﬁrewood collection by the local
population, measurements must be taken
on the ground. -7

9,6,21ǉǉ
è$SHUFHQWFXWPHDQVDELJ
ORVVIRUOLYHVWRFNIDUPHUVé
7KH$OEHUW+HLMQVXSHUPDUNHWFKDLQDQQRXQFHGWRLWV
VXSSOLHUVWKDWLWZRXOGEHFXWWLQJWKHLUSXUFKDVLQJSUL
FHVE\SHUFHQW3URWHVWVOHGWRWKHSODQEHLQJVXVSHQ
GHGEXWQRWQHFHVVDULO\DEDQGRQHGLQWKHORQJWHUP,V
LWDFFHSWDEOHIRUDELJFRPSDQ\WREHKDYHOLNHWKLV"
è7KHH[WUDRUGLQDU\WKLQJDERXWWKLVéVD\V:LOO\%DOWXV
VHQRIWKH$JULFXOWXUDO(FRQRPLFV,QVWLWXWH/(,èLVWKDW
LWZDVDXQLODWHUDOPRYHE\$OEHUW+HLMQ,WéVDVWKRXJK
\RXKDYHVROGDFDUDQGWKHQDWWKHODVWPLQXWHWKHEX\
HUVD\Vè,GRQéWZDQWWRSD\WKDWPXFKé

Is it allowed?
‘That is not for me to say; that is up to the Dutch
Competition Authority (NMa).’
Two percent is not much.
‘Two percent is not much for the consumer, but for
Dutch farmers it is a lot. Pig farmers are happy if they
get margins of 5 percent. If 2 percent is taken off that
through this cut, the pig farmers only retain 60 percent of their income. So for them this cut is massive.
Margins in agriculture and horticulture are small.’
Do the supermarkets swallow up all the proﬁts?
‘There is an imbalance of power between the parties
in the food chain. The buyers for the supermarkets
can pick the seller offering the lowest prices. The real question is whether this is an abuse of power. We
have done research on this and found no hard evidence. The market for pork appears to be very transparent. There is a kind of rule in the meat chain that
the price goes up by a factor of 5 between the farm
and the shop. If the pigs cost 1.50 euros per kilo at
the farm, then the average pork chop will cost 7.50
euros in the shop.’
That makes the margin at the supermarket ﬁve times
as high, doesn’t it?
‘No, the selling price is ﬁve times as high but we
don’t know what costs the supermarket incurs. It
might have to throw out some of the meat because it
goes past its use-by date. So the price mark-up doesn’t tell us everything about how much the supermarket makes on fresh food. We don’t know all the
secrets of the market.’ AS

3
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Performance of groundbreaking research suggests
that it takes away the support for one’s position
Hans Kosters, due to receive his PhD on 5 October in Wageningen

'HIRUHVWDWLRQLQ,QGRQHVLD
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FXOWXUHEXWRWKHUVDUHFUHDWHG
ð è7KLVLQVLJKWLVLPSRUWDQWIRU
(XURSHDQSROLF\é

Every year the number of jobs in
Dutch agriculture goes down by 2
percent as a result of mechanization and upscaling. This statistic is
well-known. What we did not know
is that this 2 percent is the net total. Because it turns out that a full
8 percent of the jobs disappear every year but new jobs are created
amounting to 6 percent. Wageningen economist Liesbeth Dries calculated this on the basis of data
from between 1990 and 2005.
The picture is similar in other
European countries. In Germany
10 percent of agricultural jobs are
lost every year but new jobs are created amounting to 8 percent. And
in southern European countries
the agricultural job market is even
more dynamic. In Greece, 15 percent of the jobs disappear but 11
percent are added; in Italy 20 per-

è7KHDQQXDOGURS
LQMRERSSRUWXQLWLHV
LVQRWKLQJQHZé
cent of the jobs disappear but 13
percent are added. In Spain there
was even a net increase in the
number of jobs: a loss of 14 percent of the jobs was compensated
by 17 percent new jobs, reports

0HFKDQL]DWLRQLQDJULFXOWXUHGRHVQRWKDYHWRVSHOOMREORVVHV

Dries in the journal Food Policy.
The broad trend is clear: modernization of agriculture, with extra input of capital and technology,
does not necessarily take its toll in
jobs, concludes Dries. She sees, for
example, an increase in hired labour: employees who work for a
farmer or horticulturalist. ‘Upscaling is both a creator and a destroyer of jobs.’
Where is the evidence of that?
‘In the period 1990-2005 there
were two major revisions of European agricultural policy, in which

market protection was wound
down and farmers were made to
compete more on the world market. The negative consequences of
that liberalization are always spelled out in detail, but after both
rounds of reform the number of
new agricultural jobs increased
more relative to the rate at which
existing jobs were lost. There was
more paid labour in agriculture because companies started to invest
in growth.’
The European Commission was
involved in this research too. Why

does the EU want to know this?
‘The EU is afraid of rural depopulation and therefore wants more
insight into the development of
job opportunities in agriculture.
The annual drop in job opportunities is nothing new. What this research shows is that behind that
general trend there is a dynamic
process of creation and destruction of jobs. That insight is important for European policy because
you need a different policy for job
creation than you need for coping
with job losses.’ AS

)$50(567$.()(57,/,=$7,21*8,'(/,1(6:,7+$3,1&+2)6$/7
ð ([FHVVLYHSKRVSKDWHXVH
XQGHVLUDEOH

Almost half of the farmers in the
Northeast Polder spread more
phosphate on their land than prescribed in the guidelines. This is
undesirable, as global phosphate
supplies are dwindling, says Oene
Oenema, Wageningen professor of
Nutrient Management and Soil

Fertility. He published his ﬁndings
in the journal Nutrient Cycling in
Agroecosystems. Oenema did the
research together with Arjan Reijneveld, product manager at soil
science institute Blgg Research.
Most crop farmers think that
there is less phosphate in the soil
than researchers indicate with a
Pw value – an indicator of the
amount of phosphate in the soil.
The required dose of phosphate
can be calculated by offsetting this

available phosphate against the
phosphate requirements of crops.
However, almost 70% of breeders
in the Northeast Polder do not
trust the Pw ﬁgure they are given.
As a result, 45 percent of the breeders play it safe by adding more
phosphate than needed. This riskavoidance behaviour seems to be
the main reason why farmers are
using excessive quantities of
phosphate, argue Oenema and
Reijneveld. They advocate giving

more tailor-made fertilizer recommendations to both the farmers
and their advisers, in order to reduce phosphate use. The Northeast Polder is perfect case study
material for fertilization research.
It has only been in existence since
1942, it has uniform soil and it
comprises mainly farmland. Varying levels of phosphate in the
soil can therefore easily be attributed to farm management practices. AS
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2YHUWKHSDVWZHHNVWKHUHKDVEHHQDVHULRXV
GHEDWHDERXWWKHODFNRIZRPHQDPRQJ:DJHQLQ
JHQSURIHVVRUVDVZHOODVOLJKWKHDUWHGELFNHULQJ
DERXW)DFHERRNDSSVDQGTXDFNV:K\QRWFRPH
DQGDGG\RXUYLHZVæERWKVHULRXVDQGŋLSSDQWæ
WRWKHRQOLQHGLVFXVVLRQ
*RWVRPHWKLQJWRVD\WRR"Email your views to resource@wur.nl

:DJHQLQJHQSURIHVVRUVVWLOOPDOH
Only 20 percent of the professors in the Netherlands
are female and only 9 percent in Wageningen. Last
month, rector Martin Kropﬀ talked to the chair of the
Dutch Network of Women Professors about this persistent problem.
‘Here we go again,’ says -+. ‘Surely it’s an insult to
women to be appointed a professor because...you’re a
woman?’ Apparently positive discrimination results in
preconceived ideas about the token woman. Quality
should be the only selection criterion. ‘This is getting
nowhere!’ This cry from the heart kicks oﬀ a contribution by (OOLV+Rō
DQG and 30 (!) other researchers. The
group points out that the Wageningen stats will only
get worse as several female professors are about to
retire. They say the gender policy is ineﬀective and
the researchers are sceptical about the measures that
have been announced. ‘To summarize, there is still a
long way to go. The university has a problem and the
good news is that the rector is aware of this. But now
it needs to take action.’ Their call for action gets a lot
of support. The rector responds through head of communications 0DUF/DPHUV. Kropﬀ emphasizes the
intention to appoint more women to top scientiﬁc
posts. ‘It is indeed worrying that this scarcely happens in practice. I would like to invite representatives
of the letter writers to discuss the issue and to join
forces in tackling the problem.’ Expect a follow-up.

6FUROOLQJWKURXJK)RUXPDQG%RQJHUG

ILLUSTRATION: ESTHER BROUWER

We’re no social media gurus so it took us several readthroughs: Wageningen UR has a Facebook app with a
variant on Google Streetview that takes you inside university buildings via smartphone photos. Let’s see what
the visitors to our own social medium think of the
Student Street View.
‘I have to say that it’s a stupid ﬁlm, confusing and out of focus, trying to get in on the
latest hype and entirely pointless,’ says
OLNHQRW on the subject of the ‘making-of’
clip. There is also a lot of criticism of the

fact that you can only see Student Street View after
you’ve clicked ‘like’. ‘Ridiculous. First you ‘like’ it and
then you see it...it should be the other way around.
‘So I did press ‘like’.’ This is followed by more anons
with constructive criticism. ‘A big C minus for having
to have a Facebook account,’ says EDQWKHVRFLDOPHGLD
K\SH. ‘Spotify has stopped doing that, Facebook is so
2011.’ In fact all the visitors are negative. Even the
more serious contributors have a bone to pick. ‘What
a pity they had to send everyone at WUR a special
HPDLODERXWWKLVéVD\V0DUOLHVè,WKRXJKWHPDLOVWR
all users were only for the really important stuﬀ??’

:KDWLVTXDFNHU\"
Professor Savelkoul has been nominated for a prize for
quackery. The Dutch anti-quackery association criticizes his research on electromagnetic radiation and his
talks to audiences of pseudoscientists.
The reasons for Savelkoul’s nomination lead to a discussion. *1 ﬁnds it incomprehensible that the antiquacks are blaming Savelkoul for researching vague
topics even though there are no doubts about his
competence. ‘What’s wrong with that kind of
research?!? Why should everything that’s ‘alternative’
EHIDOVHE\GHŊQLWLRQ"<RXUHDOO\DUHEHLQJXQVFLHQWL
ﬁc if that’s your attitude.’ Resource editor 5RE5DPD
NHU explains the reasoning of the anti-quackery association. Apparently there is no plausible mechanism
for the eﬀect of electromagnetic radiation on our
immune system, and there has already been plenty of
research done on this subject without any evidence
EHLQJIRXQGè<RXIHHGWKHXQVFLHQWLŊFYLHZVDQGWKH
individuals who promote them by ‘resurrecting’ the
subject. So more research is good (including on
‘vague’ subjects) unless something has already been
refuted countless times.’ Ramaker does see a
potential problem here. Who decides whether a
subject has been studied suﬃciently? *HUW
agrees: ‘A decision on whether a certain research
topic is irrelevant, behind the times etc. is inevitably going to be subjective.’
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REVERSE
CULTURE SHOCK
For many foreign students and PhD researchers, the bluntness of the
Dutch is rather alarming at ﬁrst. But in due course they ﬁnd themselves
becoming more and more assertive – and always in a hurry. This can lead
to some interesting clashes when they go back home. ‘It was terrible for
me to hear that my best friend thought I had become arrogant.’
text: Stijn van Gils and Nicolette Meerstadt / photos: Guy Ackermans

J

Sometimes the
experiences
are so intense
that students
cannot pick up
the thread of
their old lives
any more

oke Marinissen hears a lot of stories like this: stories
of foreign PhD students who return to their own
countries to ﬁnd themselves feeling like a ﬁsh out of
water. She knows a Chinese woman who had to say
goodbye to her partner after returning home with her
PhD. She no longer ﬁtted the bill as an ideal wife in the
Chinese culture. And one African even had to ﬂee when he
turned out to have been too outspoken in his criticism of
the local dictator. He is now living in the United States.
The consequences are not usually quite as drastic as
this of course, but Marinissen, who provides teacher training for PhD students, says this sort of reverse culture
shock is a common phenomenon among foreign visitors.
‘Back in their own countries they realize they have gone a
little bit Dutch in ways that soon get noticed. It is hard for
them to just ﬁt right back in to the home scene.’
ALIENATING
Culture shock is the alienated feeling you get when you
ﬁrst move to another country. Everyone who studies or
lives abroad for a while will have experienced it to some
degree. Culture shock goes through various stages, following a U curve. At ﬁrst you are madly enthusiastic about
your new environment and you see all the differences – in
lifestyle, language, food, climate – in a romantic light.
Sadly, this stage gives way to irritation about such matters
as hygiene, manners and personal space. Then there is a
stage of adaptation to the new environment until you

ﬁnally ﬁnd a balance between the two cultures. On returning to your own country you go through the same stages
all over again. At least, that is the theory.
BLUE JEANS
‘In reality it is more complex’, says Rico Lie, who teaches
intercultural communication at the university. ‘Everyone
goes through the stages at their own pace. What is more, it
is not necessarily the case that you eventually ﬁnd a good
balance.’ Because you are not expecting it, the second culture shock can be worse than the ﬁrst. ‘It can be especially
difﬁcult for students,’ says Lie. ‘They have been in a completely different country where they have also developed
intellectually.’
Attitudes to power relations can also change for ever, in
Joke Marinissen’s view. ‘Professors here walk around in
jeans and can be addressed by anyone so authority here
takes on very different forms from other countries. And
then there is the difference between individual responsibility and a more group-based form of responsibility. The
two elements form an interesting combination.’
Sometimes the feeling of alienation settles down, but
sometimes the experiences are so intense that students
cannot pick up the thread of their old lives any more,’ says
Rico Lie. ‘In those cases they feel the need to go away
again. This is how you end up with cosmopolitans, people
who feel a little bit at home everywhere but really at home
nowhere.’
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‘SHE SAID I WAS ARROGANT’
Mohammed Armani
MSc students of Forest and Nature Conservation,
from Ghana
‘When I was doing my ﬁeldwork in Ghana I met one of
my best friends. She asked if I could help her get cash out
of an ATM. Goodness, I thought, surely you can do that
yourself? Then she got very cross and said I had become
arrogant. That was very hard to take. I just don’t understand it. Have you seen an ATM that is really hard to ﬁgure
out? Why do you have so little self-conﬁdence? When I
arrived in the Netherlands myself I took the wrong train
and ended up in Zwolle instead of Ede-Wageningen. Once
I was in my room I made a point of ﬁnding out exactly how
the public transport system works in the Netherlands and
now I understand it. I see a lot of my Ghanaian fellow students still asking where they should go, and that is something I just don’t understand. Why should a European be

able to ﬁgure it out and an African not?
When I am in Ghana I can get very cross about people
being late. I once had an ofﬁcial meeting somewhere in
town at nine o’clock. And travelling doesn’t work the way
it does in the Netherlands, you know. No 9292, but hunting for a taxi on the street to take you to the bus, and then
hoping the bus will be running. I had done my level best to
be on time, and I got there at ﬁve to nine. Only to wait for
the meeting to start, at least half an hour late. But well,
these were people higher up in the hierarchy so you cannot say anything about it.
I would like to do a PhD in Europe but only about African ecosystems. I will never become a European. Here I
have to think about every step I take, whereas it all comes
naturally to me in Africa. And then deep down I love all
that confusion and chaos. Deep in my heart I am still an
African.’
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‘EVERYONE IS ALWAYS SO POSITIVE’
Dian Suliantí
MSc student of Leisure, Tourism and Environment,
from Indonesia
‘At ﬁrst I had to get used to Dutch directness. The ﬁrst
time I took a train in the Netherlands I had a lot of luggage
with me. One man found that annoying and called me an
idioot. I don’t speak Dutch but I certainly understood what
that meant.
Personally I try to be a bit more tactful than that, but
when I was doing my ﬁeldwork in Indonesia I noticed that
I have changed a bit after all. I was driving around the area
with a friend and I asked her if she was hungry. ‘No no’,
she said. When I felt hungry myself a bit later, we went to
get something to eat. It turned out she had been hungry
for a while but she didn’t like to say so. Since I came to
Wageningen I take less notice of body language. Someone
has to tell me what they want, whereas I used to be better
at guessing. When I was working on my thesis it was a problem too. I did research on the Chinese communities in
Indonesia. They are very reserved. Sometimes people
totally clammed up when I asked direct questions.
My parents think I have become more individualistic
too. But I am not wild about everything Dutch. I ﬁnd Dutch
women far too dominant, for example. At meetings they
are always talking, with an air of ‘here I am.’ I think this is
why many Dutch men choose a foreign wife.
I don’t know whether I would like to stay on in Holland.
It depends on the opportunities I get. I am pessimistic

because my grades are not all that great. What I really envy
the Dutch is their self-conﬁdence. Everyone is always so
positive. I should try to be so myself, really.’

‘ACTUALLY I PREFER DIREC

Ehsan Kamalipour
MSc student of Horticulture Chains (VHL), from Iran

‘Since I came to Wageningen
I take less notice of body
language. Someone has to tell
me what they want, whereas I
used to be better at guessing’

‘When I was living at Dijkgraaf, my light wasn’t working. My housemates told me I should write an email to
Idealis. A simple email, to an ofﬁcial institute, saying you
say that you want something done. That would be unthinkable in Iran. There you have to go to an ofﬁce and nothing
will be done until you have the necessary rubber stamps.
Whereas here my light was repaired within a week. I
thought that was marvelous.
But now I think, a week? They really took their time. So
yes, I have deﬁnitely changed. If I see a fellow student
doing something I consider odd, I just ask, what the hell
are you doing? That is not customary in my culture, where
it is strange enough just to say ‘no’. If you don’t want
something you have to beat around the bush so that the
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‘I STARTED A DISCUSSION STRAIGHTAWAY’
Caucasella Díaz
PhD researcher on Bio-Interactions and Plant Health,
from Mexico
‘At ﬁrst I saw my stay in Wageningen as one big adventure. But I missed my family very badly. Now I have been
living in Holland for seven and a half years but I go home
every Christmas. My parents gradually saw me changing.
On the one hand I have become more tolerant of other
opinions, but at the same time I have become less tolerant
if I cannot express my own opinion.
The ﬁrst time this struck other people was three years
ago. A woman at a stall told us we were lucky we were so
early. ‘Because’, she said, ‘the longer I stand in the sun the
higher the price goes. And tourists pay more anyway’, she
added nonchalantly. I thought that was dishonest and
started a discussion straightaway. My friends were standing by looking like: what on earth are you up to now? Formerly I would never have got involved with something like
this.
I notice it in emails too. I sometimes reply with: point
1, yes; point 2, no. No one expects that in Mexico. Not long
ago I was only just in time with an email excusing myself. I
look for consensus much more quickly than I used to, as
well. If we want to go to the cinema in a group in Mexico, I
am the one who talks us into going to the same ﬁlm.
Back in Mexico I will miss Holland but I don’t see
myself living here all my life. I want to give something
back to my country. I want to teach students that anything

is possible and that you should look beyond your horizon.
Dutch students don’t really have to learn that lesson, but
Mexicans do.’

ECTNESS’

other person ends up thinking, let’s do it differently.
I keep in touch with my friends on Skype. They see the
changes and have to get used to them. Someone asked me,
for example, what the red light district in Amsterdam was.
When I said women sell sex there, they were amazed and
jealous. Not of what goes on there but of the way I described it. We usually talk in veiled terms of such things, using
a lot of ﬁgures of speech. Actually I prefer directness. I
stand by what I say, so why should I beat around the bush?
Whether I have really gone Dutch seems rather doubtful, considering I was in a class without a single Dutch person in it. But I have deﬁnitely become more international
and I don’t ever want to lose that feeling. I am going to graduate soon. I would love to be able to stay on in Europe
and work here.’
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AUTUMN STORM
The ﬁrst autumn storm of the year raged over the Netherlands last week and meant the ﬁrst-year students at
De Wielerbaan campsite had to secure their tents ﬁrmly. For lack of a room, about forty ﬁrst-years have no
choice but to camp out at the campsite in WageningenHoog. They are having a ‘super-cosy’ time of it, according to campsite owner Nico van der Grift. ‘They cook
together, they eat together. There is a very nice atmosphere.’ The campsite is open all year round but Van der
Grift expects the last students to move on by Christmas. Meanwhile their tents withstood the storm very
LvdN/photo Guy Ackermans
well.
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Lords of the
rings
Are tropical trees really growing faster as a result of climate
change? Wageningen is looking for the answer to this question by
counting tree rings. A look behind the scenes at the Dendrolab.
text: Roelof Kleis / photo: Bart de Gouw

‘D

endrolab’, announce bold coloured letters on
the door. Inside there are woodwork tools hanging on the wall, and tables are covered in little
sticks of wood, all carefully numbered and
stuck onto wooden boards. The presence of scientiﬁc posters on the walls, a scanner and a computer suggest that this is more than a woodwork room. This is in
fact Wageníngen UR’s Dendrolab, where the core business is counting. Counting growth rings, to be precise.
This is the headquarters of the Lords of the Rings, jokes
PhD researcher Peter Groenendijk, part of the team led by
Pieter Zuidema (Forest Ecology and Forest Management),
whose aim is to ﬁgure out how climate change is affecting
the growth of tropical forests.

HARD GRAFT
In 2012 counting growth
rings is done on the computer using a special programme (WinDendro) and
a good scanner. It looks
quite funny to see a cross
section of a tree or a core
sample on a scanner. At
the press of the button you
have a high resolution
(1600 dpi, 200-300 MB)
cross section of a tree on
your screen. Or part of it
at least. Scanning the
entire disk would take up
too much memory. The

high resolution makes it
possible to magnify the
wood forty times. Then the
counting begins. The
oldest tree Peter Groenendijk has had under his
scanner dated back to
1750. That means 260
rings, times the four angles from which the rings
are counted. But a tree as
old as that is an exception.
Samples have been taken
from 1500 trees representing 15 species and three
countries. From most of

the trees, core samples
were taken rather than
cross sections. The advantage of this is that the tree
does not die. Before the
slice of tree is put under
the scanner, it has to be
sanded down. For the doit-yourselfers among us,
this is done with grit size
600. ‘If you do it really
well, it is like a mirror.
That is necessary because
those growth rings are
very ﬁne.’

Tropical forests are gigantic carbon traps. Trees capture
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere in biomass: one
cubic metre of wood contains about one tonne of CO2.
One quarter of the carbon stocks on land are stored in tropical forest. But do tropical forests grow faster when there
is more CO2 in the atmosphere?
Scientists think they do. In recent decades the biomass
in tropical forests has increased, according to measurements of the circumference of trees. If this is the case, tropical forest will temper the effects of climate change.
What is not clear is whether this has already been going on
for centuries. Has biomass been increasing since the start
of the industrial revolution?
DATABASE
To ﬁnd an answer to that question you need to go back in
time a couple of hundred years. To do this, Pieter Zuidema
makes use of a method that is little used in the tropics. ‘A
cross section of a tree is a kind of database that can give
you a lot of information’, says Zuidema. ‘Only it does take
quite an effort.’ So do tropical trees have annual growth
rings, then? They certainly do, says Zuidema, putting paid
to a common misconception. ‘Textbooks have always
claimed that tropical trees do not have clear growth rings.
After all, there are no clear seasons in the tropics, so for a
long time people thought counting growth rings was difﬁcult and would not be applicable. But in a number of species you do see very clear rings.’
Zuidema and his group – three PhD researchers and
one postdoc – use these species to get a picture of the driving forces behind the growth of tropical trees. Groenendijk and his colleagues ﬂew out to Bolivia, Cameroon and
Thailand to collect thousands of samples. Cross sections
of felled trees and core samples of living trees. Lovely
work, but heavy going, says Groenendijk. The drilling is
done with a handheld drill, so it can take a while to get
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Scanning a cross section of a tree trunk makes it possible to count the growth rings.

through to the core of a giant forest tree. ‘After the ﬁrst few
days your arms are worn out.’
Groenendijk spent seven months, spread over several
periods, drilling into trees in a forestry concession in
Cameroon. In Thailand and Bolivia the project piggybacked with commercial felling teams – which delivered slices of tree trunk with diameters almost equivalent to a
man’s height.
BACK IN TIME
Groenendijk now spends his days in the Dendrolab. Counting growth rings (see box) is painstaking work, he admits.
‘Not really fun. But it is the sort of spade work that you get
in almost every scientiﬁc ﬁeld. It does get pretty tedious.’
It is rewarding, however. ‘Because it is nice to be able to go
back 200 years like this. It is incredible, really. If you wanted to get these data using ring measurements you would
have had to send Dr Livingstone off with a tape measure.’
But even when you’ve got your growth ring measurement, you are not there yet. The rings only tell part of the
story. There is a lot more information to be gained from a
cross section of a tree, says Zuidema. As an example, isotope research is going on with the aim of gauging the
effect of drought on growth. To avoid losing moisture
during dry seasons, the stoma in the leaves close faster
and breathe less often, explains Zuidema. This means the
plant goes longer on the same air, which means that more
13C (an isotope of carbon) is captured than under wet con-

ditions. And that can be measured. Zuidema: ‘This enables you to see what sort of growth conditions the tree has
been subjected to. You see a similar thing with 18O, the
heavy isotope of oxygen. The 18O in the plant correlates
with the 18O in rain water that is absorbed through the
roots. If there is little rainfall, the proportion of heavy oxygen 18O in the plant is higher. So using isotope research on
growth rings we can reconstruct rainfall patterns over
long periods of time. If the frequency of drought periods
goes down due to climate change, for example, that can
cause changes in the growth in that period.’
DETECTIVE WORK
And so Zuidema and his group are gradually putting pieces of the puzzle together. It is too early for answers at this
stage. But early indications suggest that some species
have indeed been growing at a faster rate over the past 150
years, says Zuidema. The question is, is this because of
increased CO2 in the air? Or is it due to the warming up of
the earth, the rainfall or the availability of nutrients? That
remains to be seen. Zuidema calls it detective work. ‘And
I’m afraid there is no smoking gun to give us a clue. It will
always come down to a combination of factors. And we
have so little understanding of how trees react to changing conditions. It is difﬁcult to trace patterns because so
many different factors determine growth. In that sense it
is a battle with variation.’
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Skyrocketing food prices
Farmers in the US compared the situation in July to the dust bowl of the
1930s – that is how severe this summer’s drought was in the central swathe
of country known as the breadbasket of America. As maize and wheat
shrivelled in the fields, the government declared county after county a
disaster area. Meanwhile, the Russian grain harvest was drying up too. Of
course, failed harvests are as old as agriculture itself, but food prices have
been fluctuating alarmingly in recent years. They shot up in July too and we
seemed to be heading for the third food crisis in five years.

In the end it did rain in the United States. The harvest was not as bad as
had been expected and Russia did not close its borders, as it had done in
earlier food crises. Prices stabilized in August but global food prices are
still high and unpredictable – a phenomenon that is not likely to disappear
in the near future. What makes food prices go up? What explains their fluctuations? And what can we do about it?
By Rob Ramaker and Rob Goossens
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HOW DO WE
LIKE CORMET?
Cormet is the new caterer in the Forum. Opening times during the day have
been extended and a hot meal is served in the evenings. The food was going
to be cheaper and still as tasty. How is that panning out?
text: Nicolette Meerstadt and Albert Sikkema / illustration: iStock

Desalegn Etalo

Gerrie Holmer

PhD-student of Plant Sciences, from
Ethiopia
‘Today I am having a light meal because I am sitting at the computer all
day. Two current buns, a croquette
and a bottle of forest fruit juice. The
price strikes me as quite normal, but
I am not very satisﬁed with the range on offer. There is too
little choice and variety. The basic meal is still a ﬁlled roll
and I am not so keen on those. I would rather have a hot
meal. The Chinese food is ﬁne but the choices are exactly
the same every day and that gets boring. So I sometimes
go to the Restaurant of the Future, where there is more variety in the hot meals.’

On the library staﬀ
‘I think the new caterer is better than
the old one. The rolls are similar to
the ones served last year but the soup
is better – and cheaper. I think the
canteen at the Leeuwenborch is even
better. They have very nice vegetarian soup there and everything is freshly made. You can also get fresh orange juice there, which is very nice. And
even though they make everything fresh, things are better
organized at the Leeuwenborch. Here at the Forum it is a
bit chaotic – long queues, a messy setup, and very busy. But
I have no complaints about the food; I am not hard to
please.’

Chenxi Zhang from China

Milena Banic

Master student of Food Safety, from
China
‘The Chinese food used to be prepacked in plastic trays, and the
amount of waste was a shame. Now it
is a sort of buffet with more choice
than there used to be. For example,
you can choose between white rice and fried rice, and it is
served on a plate. Of course the food comes from the same
kitchen but I think it is more appealing and better presented. The Chinese curry with beef and fried rice is tasty. All
my life I have been used to eating a hot meal at midday, so
that I am nice and full. That is really the Chinese standard:
eat plenty at midday and in the evening just enough to ﬁll
the stomach.’

Student of Nutrition and Health
‘I have eaten at Cormet two or three
times so far. I don’t think it is all that
different from last year, except that
there are now fresh fruitshakes.
I usually go home to eat at lunchtime, but if I have a meeting I eat in
the Forum. Then I always eat a ﬁlled roll. I would like more
vegetarian options. A problem for me is that I am sometimes hungry at eleven thirty already, but often only at two
thirty. Downstairs at the Grand Café you can only buy
cookies and sweets. Oh, is the canteen open longer hours
these days? I didn’t know that, but that would be superchill.’
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Tom Hardy

Robert Baars

second year student of Geoinformation Science
‘I ﬁnd it very hard to compare. Last
year I occasionally got myself a roll in
the canteen. That was OK, but a bit
pricy. This year I have only eaten
Chinese so far. And that is quite tasty
and good value for money. So I think I’ll be doing that
more often. Apparently you could get it last year too, but
since I wasn’t in the Forum very often then, I didn’t notice
it.’

Lecturer at Van Hall Larenstein
‘It is satisfactory and I haven’t noticed big differences from last year. I
don’t eat a lot; I have a bowl of soup
and a cup of milk, so I am not a very
good customer for spotting the differences. Is the soup cheaper now? I
have no idea; I use my chip card and I really don’t look at
the price. It is a lot busier now in the canteen, at the start of
the school year. Yesterday we couldn’t ﬁnd a place to sit
and today we had the last empty chairs.’

Hubert Krekels
On the library staﬀ
‘I think this caterer is better than the
last one. I like good food. The rolls
are fresher and better ﬁlled than the
ones served last year, and there is
more choice of rolls. The choice of
croquettes is a plus, too. The only thing is, they haven’t got
a clue about logistics. The trays were at the back at ﬁrst;
luckily they have brought them to the front now. And the
milk, the most popular product, is right at the back in the
corner, so you get a holdup. They obviously haven’t listened to the people who’ve been here for years and know how
it’s done.’

Titis Wardhani
Master’s student of Molecular
Sciences, from Indonesia
‘Today I’ve brought homemade Indonesian rice with me. I spend almost an hour cooking every morning. If I can’t manage that I go
home at lunchtime for a hot meal. I
don’t go to the canteen very often. I had noticed that there
is a new caterer, but I think the food on offer is pretty
much the same. I am not very impressed by the menu. If
they were to serve Indonesian food now and then, I would
go more often. After all, they can make Chinese food, can’t
they?’
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ECONOMIC CRISIS? NOT FOR STUDENT JOBS!

According to a Resource survey of
June 2012, Wageningen students
spend an average of four hours a
week working at part-time jobs.
The kind of work they do varies a
lot. Some like to do daytime cleaning jobs while others prefer to
work in restaurants or pubs in the
evenings. But is there still enough
work to go round now the economic crisis has hit?
Yes, say the temping agencies.
Tempo-team, one of the biggest in
the region, indicates that the number of part-time jobs they have on
offer this year is roughly the same
as in previous years. So are they not
feeling the crisis at all? Yes, they

TOP THREE
The three commonest jobs according to Werkwijzer Wageningen:
1. Cleaning jobs
2. Manufacturing jobs
3. Hospitality branch
The three commonest jobs according to Tempo-team:
1. Garbage collector
2. Admin support jobs
3. Call centre work
The three highest earning jobs
according to Werkwijzer Wageningen:
1. Cleaning jobs
2. Manufacturing jobs
3. Hospitality branch
The three highest earning jobs
according to Tempo-team:
1. Garbage collector
2. Hostess
3. Ferry conductor

PHOTO: GABY VAN CAULIL

Bar work, coﬃn-bearing or scrubbing ﬂoors. Wageningen students
do all kinds of jobs to earn a bit
of extra cash. In general, the
economic crisis is aﬀecting the
number of jobs going. Does this
apply to student jobs? Resource
asked around at temporary
employment agencies.

are, but mainly in relation to holiday jobs. There were fewer of those
going this summer. ‘As always, there is a peak in the summer months,
but that peak has been getting
smaller in the last couple of years.’
The agency thinks many companies
now prefer to ﬁll any gaps in the
summer with their own staff.
We get a similar picture from
another Wageningen temping
agency, Werkwijzer. Here too, the
number of vacancies remains steady. The economic crisis is felt here
mainly in the area of ‘real’ jobs, says
an employee. ‘We notice that companies are having a harder time.
They try to solve their ﬁnancial problems by hiring fewer people or no
longer seeking workers through an
agency.’
For the part-time workers, however, the prospects seem to be good.
There is certainly enough work at
Ferentes, enquiries revealed. Ferentes hires students to carry the cofﬁn
and do other jobs involved in organizing a burial or cremation, from
serving coffee and cake to putting
out the condolence book. The company posted vacancy ads at several
Wageningen student residences,

knowing that students are looking
for jobs at this time of year. The
company did not ﬁnd it hard to get
hold of new students. ‘There is still
a lot of enthusiasm.’ The pay is
standard: 8 to 10 euros per hour.
POPULAR JOBS
Do students mind what sort of job
they do, or are they just working
for the money?
The latter, says Werkwijzer Wageningen. Students do not care
much what sort of job it is. Accor-

‘A lot of students just
go in and ask. That way
the employer can see
what they look like’
ding to Tempo-team, the conditions are more important than the
job itself. One student would rather
work in the evenings or at weekends, while another prefers to work
during the day and on weekdays.
The number of jobs we can offer
them is limited by this.’
According to Werkwijzer Wageningen, jobs in pubs, cafés and restaurants are popular. Students loo-

Students picking up green household waste in Heelsum. Working
as a garbage collector is a popular
student job.

king for work in this branch do not
usually ﬁnd it through temping
agencies. ‘A lot of students just go
in and ask. That way the employer
can see what they look like. After
all, how you look is a visiting card in
the hospitality branch.’
TIPS
So how do you increase your chances of getting a job at an agency?
Ferentes looks for serious, reliable
types who can function well in emotional situations. They sometimes
also ask for experience in catering,
some knowledge of the law or a
health and safety certiﬁcate.
Tempo-team advises students
looking for a job to apply through
them on the internet. But they are
also welcome to pop in.
Werkwijzer Wageningen says
‘Show your face if possible. That
goes for any kind of job you are looking for.’ Milou van der Horst
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No lapdogs here

PHOTOS: GUY ACKERMANS

Cats and dogs are all very well, but the biodiversity in the Wageningen student world is much
bigger. Here we prefer a ‘cuddly’ reptile or a Mexican axolotl. In honour of World Animal Day 2012:
four students with their beloved pets.

‘GLASS SHRIMPS HAVE NICE LITTLE HEADS’

‘SJOERD IS THE MOST LAIDBACK’

Kiki Verheijen, Animal Husbandry

Jesse Erens, Biology

‘I have always had an aquarium. It is nice to create your own underwater
world. I can stare at these little creatures endlessly; I ﬁnd it so fascinating. But at some point I began to ﬁnd ﬁsh a bit boring. Then a neighbour
of mine told me about glass shrimps. The nice thing about them is that
they are very practical. They are scavengers so they clean up all the mess
in the aquarium. But what I like best about them is their nice little heads.
In India people eat glass shrimps but I could never eat mine. I don’t
think they’d be very tasty anyway. There is hardly any meat on them.’

‘There is something magical about snakes, the way they move and their
acute senses. They are really beautiful to look at too. I started with Ad and
Ed, two red rattlesnakes. This species is known to be very easy-going. Quite soon after that I got two boa constrictors; Sjoerd and Sjef. And now I
have a third rattlesnake, Achmed. He was found in a bag on a corridor on
the Haarweg. Sjoerd is the most laidback. I can just pick him up and let
him slide all over me. He really is super-friendly and for a cold-blooded
animal he is quite ﬂuffy and cuddly.’

‘DEGUS ARE
ENDEARINGLY
CRAZY’
Emma Teuling, Food
Technology

‘Lancelot and Icarus
are incredibly nice.
They are very curious
and endearingly crazy.
They make all kinds of
funny little squeaking
sounds and they twitter like birds. Sometimes the squeaking
can get irritating too.
For a while they made
the same sound as my
alarm clock. I would
suddenly wake up on
a weekend morning at
seven o’clock. Degus
have a high cuddly
factor but you cannot
really cuddle them. I can pick them up and stroke them a little, but
that’s about it. Unless it’s extremely cold and I happen to be warm.
Then they snuggle in my hand as if they are saying, Ooh, that’s nice!’

‘AXOLOTLS HAVE A FASCINATING CAPACITY FOR
REGENERATION’
Pieter Rouweler, Biology

‘Most people with a pet axolotl choose an albino. They like them best because they look so strange. That is not important to me, I like them just as they
are. The fascinating thing about the axolotl is that they have they capacity to
regenerate wounded ﬂesh or crushed limbs. For example, one of Axel’s gills
got injured. Only something went a bit wrong with the regeneration because
his new gill has an extra branch. Axolotls have lungs as well and every now
and then they surface for air. Sometimes they breathe in too much air and
then they keep ﬂoating up to the surface or they get caught in the water
plants. That is quite a funny sight.’ Linda van der Nat
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PUB TIGER
Someone
with
endless
stamina
for propping up
the bar is
called a ‘pub tiger’ in Dutch. Well,
Groningen student society Vindicat
decided to live up to its name
(which sounds like ‘Find that cat’ in
Dutch) and introduced a real tiger
to the clubhouse. They hired him
from a circus. The local branch of
the animal rights party lost no time
in asking questions in parliament.
The tiger didn’t order anything and
retired to his cage after half an
hour.

HOT CLUB
Members of Minerva student society in Leiden cannot get into their
clubhouse for two weeks. A ﬁre
broke out there on Saturday 15
September when the old board was
handing over to the new one. Not
entirely by chance, as members
were letting oﬀ ﬁreworks. Furniture and curtains caught ﬁre and the
500 people present panicked. The
mayor of Leiden decided to close
the bar temporarily until a safety
plan has been drawn up. The ﬁre
brigade found a lot of combustible
material, including 27 empty
methylated spirits bottles.

BIG FLUSH
All one million inhabitants of the
Zimbabwean city of Bulawayo have
been asked by the mayor to ﬂush
their toilets at precisely 19.30 every Saturday. Due to the recent
drought there has often been little
water for ﬂushing toilets, which
has caused blockages in the
sewers. The ‘big ﬂush’ should
unblock the sewers. What a relief.

VHL Competition: help design a knowledge campus
Going to classes on an estate you
helped design. This can be a
dream come true for third- and
fourth-year students at Van Hall
Larenstein and Helicon in Velp.
VHL is organizing a contest to ﬁll
the ‘empty spot on the Larenstein
Estate’.
In November last year, the old monastery located on the VHL campus
was pulled down. There was a desire
to develop the estate into a ‘green
knowledge campus’, not just for
teaching but also for research and
other activities. But there was no
concrete plan for the bare sandy
area then. That is about to change
now.
‘The students know the estate;
they come here every day to learn
about their plants. They now have

a really good opportunity to play a
more creative role in it,’ says Marianne van Lidth de Jeude, chairperson of the jury which will judge the
entries. The students can unleash
their creativity, adds this ex-lecturer at the applied sciences university, as long as their designs ﬁt the
context of the present park and relate to a social theme (such as urban agriculture or nature). ‘The
starting point is cooperation – that
is the basis. Each group must have
a student of Garden and Landscape Design, a student of Forest
and Nature Management and/or a
student from Helicon. We want
them to inspire one another.’
REFORMATORY
The students have until Friday 23
November to submit their designs.

Besides Van Lidth de Jeude, the jury comprises the commissioner
Rien Komen and lecturers Marius
Christaans, Brechtje Horsten and
Jan van Merriënboer. Van Lidth de
Jeude: ‘I have been asked because I
have often set and supervised competitions in the past. I was always
involved in getting students interested in challenges of this kind because I feel it is important to widen
your horizons. I don’t know how
popular this competition will be
among the students. We’ll just
wait and see.’
Until 1973 the demolished monastery building housed a monastery and a reformatory. Afterwards,
it was occupied by a vocational secondary school (VMBO). LvdN

Marlies Bos (the left-wing ﬂuﬀy type) and Jillis Herweijer (the right-wing Hooray Henry type)
rarely see eye to eye on matters of politics, the environment or student life.

FOR AND AGAINST
Proposition: To get ourselves out of the crisis we should
focus on sustainability, not on economic growth
MARLIES: I am convinced that the current economic system has serious shortcomings: it is based
on endless growth, whereas the earth’s natural resources are ﬁnite. And the environmental costs of
products are not included in their price. These are
two causes for concern. We need to work towards
a system that clearly takes these limits to what the
earth can offer us into account. We need to aim
for a circular economy in which we recycle more
and more and therefore throw less away. A system
that targets ‘enough’ rather than for ‘more’ and
which does as much as possible to limit damage
to the environment. Good ﬁrst steps would be
higher taxes on waste dumping, to stimulate recycling, and calculating environmental costs into
the prices of products, instead of letting them fall
on society as a whole.
JILLIS RESPONDS: An inexhaustible supply of
fossil fuels is not a necessary precondition for economic growth. I certainly agree with you that we
need to make better use of our natural resources.
But the age-old Pavlovian leftwing response of
raising taxes yet again has proven itself ineffective
– unless the aim is precisely to damage the economy.

FOTO’S: BART DE GOUW

BLESS YOU!
People with psychopathic tendencies often have a diminished sense
of smell. And the opposite is true
as well, claim Australian researchers at Macquarrie University.
This opens up possibilities for testing for psychopathic tendencies.
Could the common cold lead to
reckless, manipulative and criminal behaviour?

JILLIS: By deﬁnition, you can only get out of an economic crisis by creating economic growth. In which case.
sustainability is not an answer to the crisis but at most
one of the conditions for realizing economic growth. I
dispute the idea that we are running up against the limits to economic growth, and that future economic
growth is not realistic. What the economy needs in order to grow is technological development. This makes
processes and products more energy-saving and it also
makes production methods more efﬁcient. This both
slows down the rate at which we exhaust our natural resources, and saves time. Both these savings contribute
to economic growth. But technological development
doesn’t happen by itself: the quality of education and
science will have to be improved drastically and to do
that you need to draw up sound government policy.
Sustainability should be among the results of technological development too. I think it would be good to focus
efforts on science and technical education.
MARLIES RESPONDS: Of course things could always be
more efﬁcient but there is a limit to that. The determining factor should not be our economic system but
what the earth can cope with. Because if we really want
to, we can change our system. But conjuring another
earth from somewhere would be a lot more difﬁcult.
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TRAINING IN THE FORUM POND Students and staﬀ walking or cycling over the Forum bridge do a double take. Is that really a young man
swimming amongst the swans and moorhens? Indeed it is. He is Joerie Messelink, ﬁrst-year student of Meteorology. He is swimming lengths in the
murky pond to train for the Iron Man triathlon next summer. But also to make a statement. ‘People say the water in the Forum pond is of poor
quality, but it is perfectly OK to swim in. I think it is nonsense that swimming here is banned at the moment. I have never been sent away, mind
SH, foto Bart de Gouw
you.’

‘IT IS A KIND OF VERBAL COMBAT SPORT’

Why do you want to start a debating society?
‘Debating is a very nice activity. You learn to discuss a
story from both sides and not to get stuck in tunnel vision. Every student town has a debating society so I asked, why not Wageningen?

Who? Lara Minnaard
What? Third-year student
of Animal Sciences
Why? She is setting up a
debating society called
Wagenings Debat

Many people signed up yet?
‘In Utrecht or Leiden you announce it to a roomful of
law students and you get 30 signing up straightaway.
It’s a bit harder in Wageningen. There are six of us at
present, from various degree programmes and backgrounds. We now meet once a week and from period 2
onwards, the current European champion will come

and give us some training. The next step is to participate in competitions.’

Isn’t debating just a politically correct form of bullshitting?
‘No, on the contrary, it is tremendously exciting. Really it is a kind of verbal combat sport. You don’t necessarily defend your own opinion; it’s as if you get into
someone else’s shoes. One debate technique is to use
arguments to make each other look as ridiculous as
possible. Then you might take a proposition like,
‘There should be more female smurfs.’ SdK
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>> CULT
What?
Film Cloclo + French
music afternoon
Where?
Heerenstraat cinema
Wageningen
When?
Sunday 30 September
14.30
How much?
12,50 euros, online
booking possible

French idol
The name Claude François may not ring a bell with many readers. Yet under his nickname Cloclo, François sold millions of records. In France today the singer, who died in 1978, has practically been elevated to the status of demigod. The uninitiated might recognize the numbers by American artists which François covered, such as Frank Sinatra’s My Way or Elvis Presley’s My Boy.
For fans and anyone who is curious, the Heerenstraat cinema is organizing a French afternoon on Sunday 30 September. There will be music by
the folk-pop ensemble Novakoski, which draws inspiration from the
French chanson, and French snacks will be served. The highpoint of the
afternoon will be the screening of the new biopic about François’s life:
Cloclo.
His life story reads almost like a script. Born in Egypt, he moved to Paris
to make his career as a chansonnier. His personal relationships were stormy, especially the difﬁcult relationship with his father. At the peak of his
fame he met a sudden and tragic end, aged 39. He was electrocuted in the
bath when he tried to set a light ﬁtting straight.
Someone should write a melancholic chanson about that. RR
Cloclo, biopic about Claude François.

>> THE WORKS
‘HE SAID: TURN
OFF THE WEBCAM’
Who? Laura de Kubber, ﬁfth year student of
Nutrition and Health
What? looking at how yellow cassava aﬀects
children’s health
Where? primary schools in Kenya
‘I did an internship in Kibwezi, a village between Nairobi and Mombasa
in southern Kenya. The streets are lined with mud huts and there are
smouldering heaps of rubbish lying in the road. An image of poverty,
but I had expected worse. My research was on cassava, a species of root
that can grow up to a metre long. The idea is for this root to be consumed on a mass scale to prevent malnutrition. To this end a special
yellow cassava has been selected which contains extra vitamin A.
I worked with two other students on a project which compared the
effects of the yellow and the normal cassava, with and without a nutritional supplement. To do this we visited schools where cassava was
cooked and served to children.
It was great fun to do, but communicating was difﬁcult at times. For
example, sometimes the cooks prepared too much or too little food, or
were extremely slow. At moments like that it was easy to get frustrated,
but I just had to ﬁnd a way to solve the problem.
It might sound funny but the thing I missed most was physical contact
with people I am close to. A hug from my parents or sister, that kind of

thing. During my stay my boyfriend and I broke up. He came on Skype
and said, ‘Turn off the webcam because you don’t want to see me right
now.’ That was very hard for me. Looking back we had been growing
apart for a while. I wanted to continue studying and he wanted to work
and that often caused tensions. All the same, I didn’t see it coming.
Before leaving I had left my keys with him and now – back in the
Netherlands – we haven’t seen each other yet.
I came back to the Netherlands after four months. At ﬁrst I had to get
used to the dullness of Dutch life. Africans wear fantastic clothes in all
sorts of colours, or old western clothes in combinations that we would
never wear in the Netherlands. But I have also learned a life lesson. I am
more relaxed and ﬂexible. Poverty has taught me what is really important in life. SvG
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Je lijkt wel gek!
Je lijkt wel gek om dagelijks heen en weer
te rijden naar je werk in Wageningen! Je lijkt
wel gek om zoveel tijd en energie aan je
woonwerkverkeer te verspillen.

EMMA <<
The Long Goodbye
It is said that all good things must come to an end and
slowly, as the months rolled on and the summer of 2012
drew nearer, so did the ﬁnal farewells.
Not a happy ‘see you in September!’, but a truly emotional
end to the ‘Best Corridor Ever’.
We had to say goodbye to friends from Brazil, from China
and from Sweden, amongst others.
The Brazilians who had forced me outdoors, when the ﬁrst
snow arrived, late one freezing cold night, to make a snowman with them. As soon as I had turned my back, I was
pounded from the mass snowball attack. Giggling, they
shouted ‘this is for all the practical jokes you played on us!’
My Swedish friends who had dragged me, kicking and
screaming, out for a run in the pouring rain - to improve
my lifestyle! They introduced me to the beautiful city of
Stockholm and the incredible Midsommar celebrations.

Ga toch lekker in Wageningen wonen in zo’n
prachtig appartement op Costerstaete. Hartstikke ruim, heerlijk rustig vlakbij het
centrum, mooi uitzicht, leuke buren, geen
ﬁleleed, tijd voor jezelf, tijd voor je lief, tijd
voor je leven!
Stop dus met die gekkigheid en kom zaterdag 29 september tussen 11.00 en 13.00 uur
naar het open huis aan de Costerweg. De
modelwoningen op nr. 27 en 45 a zijn open.
Er zijn 4 appartementen direct beschikbaar.
Neem vast een kijkje op www.costerstaete.nl.

Language Courses
Starting September 17

Language Services

The Chinese had all the corridor cooking dumplings and
could never have too much rice. Unfair competitions with
chopsticks were held, which descended into howls of
laughter.
An international corridor can become as warm and lovely
as home. Your corridor mates become your extended family, helping to ease you from a family life into complete independence. They are there for you in times of need. They
are both your audience and your entertainment.
All the strands of colour and culture and language and
food created something, for us, which was unique. Now
that they are gone, the corridor echoes to distant laughter.
As new mates arrive, what of those departed? Even though
they are thousands of miles away, we all use Skype and
Facebook so I can still spy on them and ﬁnd out what they
are doing - just like old times. Emma Holmes

New!
English
 3UDFWLFDO(QJOLVK,,, ,,,
 $FDGHPLF:ULWLQJ,,, ,,,
Dutch
 'XWFKIRUEHJLQQHUVSDUW, ,,
 'XWFK3OXV
French
 )UHQFK,,,
Spanish
 6SDQLVK,,,

&DPEULGJH
(QJOLVKFRXUVHV

Register now!
,QWHUHVWHGLQDQRWKHUODQJXDJH"
ZZZODQJXDJHVHUYLFHVZXUQO
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in memoriam

in memoriam

in memoriam

announcements
announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.

Wilbert ten Bhömer
Our colleague Wilbert ten Bhömer
(50), project manager at F&S property and Accommodation since
2008, passed away on 6 September. Wilbert joined Wageningen UR
as a project manager at the start of
2008, having worked for Arcadis
for 17 years and KPN for 2.5 years.
His wide-ranging experience,
knowledge and desire to please
the customer made him an excellent project manager. Wilbert was
one of us and fully integrated in
the department as a whole. His
guiding principle was ‘keep to
agreements’. Work was important
to him but so was humour. You often saw a twinkle in his eye, which
was followed by a droll remark.
When it was discovered that Wilbert had an incurable illness in January 2011, he did his best to ﬁght
it. Wilbert was able to give us the
hope that a miracle might occur
and he might get better. Wilbert always said things were going well,
or reasonably well, and there were
always positives in the doctor’s
news. This in combination with a
strong sense of duty and commitment to Wageningen UR meant
that he carried on working up to
the end of July this year. He felt
responsible to the end for making
sure everything went smoothly and
his tasks got taken over properly.
We would like to express our gratitude and respect for his wife Henriëtte, who not only supported and
cared for Wilbert but also gave him
the freedom right up to the end to
do for Wageningen UR what Wilbert felt to be necessary. Our
thoughts are with Henriëtte, Joost,
Coen and their loved ones as they
cope with the loss of Wilbert.
Eric van der Meer
BHM subdepartment head, F & .S

Gerrit van Vuren
On Saturday September 22nd, Gerrit van Vuren passed away at the
age of 57, after battling cancer.
Gerrit was a UHD with the Irrigation and Water Engineering group,
joining the group in 1987 after
working with FAO as a civil engineer.
His special ﬁeld was canal design
and irrigation modernisation whose teaching he and students really
enjoyed together. He was also a
committed project manager for
IWE in Pakistan, Senegal, India
and Bolivia, and regional water
programmes across South Asia and
the Andes. He took up administrative management ﬁrst in IWE and
more recently with the Environmental Sciences Group. He was at
one time also an active member of
the Works Council. This shows
some of the great strengths of Gerrit – his real commitment to the
groups he was part of, to make
them work well. Gerrit worked
with great pleasure and verve to
make activities succeed, and always with a smile on his lips. He
has been a valued colleague for
the IWE group and university management, showing constant encouragement, mentorship and
friendship to those he worked
with, with advice and practical
support.
Gerrit made a real diﬀerence for
those he worked with and the
ﬁelds he worked in. His untimely
passing has left a deep impression
and he will be sadly missed.
Our thoughts are also with his wife
Aleke and their family.
Linden Vincent, Irrigation and
Water Engineering group, Wageningen UR
Rik van den Bosch, Environmental
Sciences Group, Wageningen UR

Jans Wesseling
Jans Wesseling died on 19 September 2012, at the age of 86 and after a long period of declining
health. He received his PhD in
1957 in Agronomy on the basis of
his thesis titled ‘Some aspects of
water management in agricultural
land’. In the same year he began to
work for the Institute for Land and
Water Management Research in
Wageningen, which had just been
established. From 1973 to 1986 he
led the water management department of the institute. For many
years during this time he was also
chief editor of Agricultural Water
Management. On the occasion of
his retirement in December 1986,
a special symposium was organized entitled ‘Water balance research: from control to management’. In 1987 he was honoured
with the International Drainage
Hall of Fame Award by the Ohio
State University of the United
States of America. This prize is
awarded annually to a person who,
over a long period of time, has
made important contributions to
the development and use of drainage in agriculture. In 1988 he
was honoured as Oﬃcer in the Order of Orange-Nassau by Queen
Beatrix. During his career Jans
Wesseling proved himself to be an
authority on drainage and water
management, for which he was not
only very greatly valued as a researcher, author, teacher and editor but also as a friendly and helpful colleague and leader. We wish
his wife, children and grandchildren much strength as they work
through this loss. We extend our
special thoughts to his son, Dr Jan
G. Wesseling, a ﬁne and valued
colleague of ours.
Klaas Oostindie and Demie Moore

‘Edible plants’ photo competition
Environmental organizations SHARE and WEP are organizing a photo
competition on the subject of ‘Edible plants’ as part of the ‘Eat
plants week’ they are organizing in
the ﬁrst week of October. The photo can be of fruit and vegetables
on a tree or plant, ready to eat,
etc. There is a prize for the winner.
The prize will be awarded on 6 October in the Building with the
Clock (Generaal Foulkesweg 37,
next to the Herbarium). Photos can
be submitted to info@sharewageningen.org or wep@wur.nl up to Friday 5 October.
The week of Animal Day (ﬁrst week
of October) is devoted to eating
vegetable products. All sorts of activities are being organized: information stands, workshops and a
ﬁlm evening.
SHARE and WEP are environmental
organizations that put on events to
make students and Wageningen residents more environmentally aware. The ‘Eat plants week’ is the ﬁrst
event the groups are organizing
jointly.
WWW.SHAREWAGENINGEN.ORG

agenda
Wednesday 3 October, 20.00

‘SALT, SWEAT AND TEARS’ WITH
DÉSANNE VAN BREDERODE
The theme for Food4You this year
is salt. As usual, Wageningen library (bblthk) has an event tying in
with the theme, this time with author Désanne van Brederode. She
will be giving a talk with the title
‘Salt, Sweat and Tears’. Admission
is free.
WWW.BBLTHK.NL

Wednesday 3 and Friday 5 October

WDT TO PUT ON ONE-ACT PLAYS
Theatre group WDT from Wageningen and De Wilde Kastanje from
Velp will be putting on one-act
plays. The two groups will be performing three very diﬀerent one-
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act plays. The short plays are partly tragicomic, partly mysterious,
and the audience will see fascinating, gripping situations, some
that may seem familiar, some that
will be strange. The performances
are in De Wilde Wereld Theatre in
Wageningen (Burgtstraat 1) and on
Saturday 13 October in the Filmhuis in Oosterbeek (Weverstraat
85). Start: 20.30.

Thursday 4 October

POPRONDE WAGENINGEN

RESERVATIONS VIA THE WDT WEBSITE:

Popronde is the biggest travelling
music festival in the Netherlands,
covering 32 towns. The Wageningen Popronde will consist of 13 venues in diﬀerent places in the centre, where 26 bands will be performing. The Wageningen edition of
Popronde is being organized by
Stichting Popcultuur Wageningen.
Admission to the festival is free.

WWW.WDTTONEEL.NL OR VIA 0317-318031

PROGRAMME: WWW.POPRONDE.NL

Have you had
your say yet?

Employee

monitor

2012
To do!
Fill in until
be r!
18 Se pt em

Wageningen UR zoekt:
PhD candidate ‘Cracking recalcitrance’
AFSG Levensmiddelenchemie, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: AFSG-FCH-0016

PhD position: Responsive and self healing membranes
AFSG Fysische Chemie en Kolloidkund, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: AFSG-PCC-0019

PhD position Benchmarking the integral sustainability
performance of milk supply chains
ASG Dierlijke Productiesystemen, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: ASG-DW-APS-0005

Reseacher (Postdoc or higher) in the area of numerical genetics
and genomics/Animal breeding

On 4 September, you received the Employee monitor by e-mail.
Have you taken the survey already?
Do it now! It will only take 10 minutes to complete the survey,
which will be available until 18 September!
The more people take the survey, the more accurate the results
ZLOOEH7KLVZLOOEHQH¿WDOORIXVLQRXUMRLQWHIIRUWVWRLPSURYH
WKHTXDOLW\RIRXUZRUNLQJHQYLURQPHQW
*RWR,QWUDQHWWR¿QGRXWZKDWZHGLGZLWKWKHUHVXOWVRIWKH(PSOR\HH
PRQLWRU,QWUDQHW!3HRSOH!:HOOEHLQJ +HDOWK!(PSOR\HHPRQLWRU

ASG Backofﬁce Veehouderij, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: ASG-WLR-BO-0040

Programmamanager Plant
BC Wageningen Business school, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: BC-0000

Programmamanager Dier
BC Wageningen Business school, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: BC-0001

Programmamanager Voeding
BC Wageningen Business school, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: BC-0002

Programmamanager Leefomgeving

Subscription?
Would you like to continue reading Resource
after graduating, retiring or leaving your job at
Wageningen UR? For 58 euros you can have 22
issues per year delivered to your door.
See resource.wur.nl/en/page/colophon.

BC Wageningen Business school, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: BC-0003-2

Senior Seal Researcher
IMARES Afdeling Ecosystemen, Den Helder
vacaturenummer: 0021-2

PhD position Connecting behavioural ecology to neurobiology
PSG Laboratorium voor Entomologie, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: PSG-ENTO-0037

Medior Adviseur Subsidies & Contracten
SSG Afdeling Liaison Ofﬁce, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: SSG-LO-0006

Assistant/Associate Professor Health Communication and
Innovation (Tenure Track)
SSG Communicatiewetenschappen, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: SSG-COM-0012

Post-doc Informational Governance
SSG Bestuurskunde, Wageningen
vacaturenummer: SSG-PAP-0015
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ILLUSTRATIE: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

CHECKOUT CUSTOMS
The ﬁrst time I was in a Dutch supermarket I collected my items and went to queue up to pay. The
person in front of me put a stick after his items on the conveyor belt to separate them from mine.
I thought, why do you need a separation stick?

My impression of that person was not so good. Did he think I was going to spoil or steal his goods,
or what? I did not react, and then gradually I saw all the other customers doing the same. But I
was still confused. In Nepalese culture this action might indicate that I am so stingy or insecure
about my goods that I want to demarcate them from those of other people. Somehow it didn’t feel
good to start doing it, so I did not.
The next time I went shopping, I decided I wanted to use the stick just like everybody else.
And I did it. What surprised me was that I received gratitude from the woman behind me, who
said ‘thank you’. I was amused by this, not realizing why I deserved that. But then I understood
that it is not only a courtesy between clients, it also eases the job of the cashier to sort out the
goods.
From that point on, I have always carefully put that stick after my goods on the conveyor belt and
by now I have earned countless thanks from the Dutch people. And, I also say ‘thanks’ to people in
front of me when they do it. Every time I go through this process I recall that moment when I saw
this action differently. Ramesh Paudyal, Nepalese MSc student of Management of Development, Van Hall La-

Separating
your shopping
from the next
customer’s is
not mistrust
but a courtesy

renstein.

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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