Can pigs live on grass?

Business to provide
boost for Africa

‘It was just like a house
party here last night’

High feed prices make new look at old
challenge interesting. | p.10 |

The idea that development aid and proﬁt
don’t go together is outdated. | p.12 |

Students and Wageningen locals live side
by side. Which can be tricky. | p.24 |
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labour of love

>> ARIEN + PARROTS
Arien van Leusden, on the ICT support staﬀ with Facilities and Services

‘When you leave he says doedoei’
It all started four years ago when his daughter got a budgie. And now it’s a nursery full of parrots. A time-consuming hobby. Arien van Leusden spends at least one hour a
day on his parrot farm. Feeding the birds, cleaning and
giving them some attention. ‘Did you know that a parrot
has the IQ of a four- or ﬁve-year-old child? They are very
smart animals. You can teach them tricks and they can
talk. The African Grey is the big talker among the parrots.
You can have real contact with them.’ (see also www.papeRK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
gaaienland.nl)
Do you have a colleague with an unusual hobby? Tip us off:
redactie@resource.nl
RESOURCE — 13 September 2012
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The nice thing about journalism is that you often don’t know when you wake up
in the morning what topic will demand your attention that day. There was little
to suggest that the opening of the academic year on Monday 3 September would
set the sparks ﬂying. After Jan Peter Balkenende, Koﬁ Annan and Bernard Wientjes, this year we had to make do with a horticulture frontman and an American
scientiﬁc networker. Luckily our board chair had a little surprise in store for us.
Going against the tide of public opinion, he made a plea for more intensive agriculture.
It was as if a bomb had gone oﬀ. At Resource we got letters to the editor again (a
rare event now that discussions happen online), we got emails and phone calls
and we were accosted in the canteen. There was even a student demo in the
Forum. The turnout was pretty thin, but it was nonetheless remarkable for being
a student demonstration against someone’s ideas rather than the more usual
protest against a measure aﬀecting students. A stir on the campus then. Well, at
least it got the academic year oﬀ to a spectacular start.
Gaby van Caulil

>> D66 is the most popular party on campus. See p.4
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POLL: PVDA AND D66 COME OUT TOP

FOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

ð 6WXGHQWVDQGVWDŉVWD\WUXHWR
WKHOHIW
ð %LJPDMRULW\IRUFHQWUHOHIW
FRDOLWLRQ

If the new Dutch government
were to be elected by Wageningen
UR, it would be dominated by the
PvdA (labour) and D66 (a left-ofcentre liberal party). So says a poll
among staff and students held by
Resource on election day. Among
Wageningen students both
Pechtold (D66 leader) and Samsom
(PvdA) scored 34 seats. Staff are
even more outspoken in their preference: with 44 seats for the PvdA

and 47 for D66, the two parties
could form a coalition themselves
with a clear parliamentary majority.
For the poll 611 students and
181 staff members were asked on
Wednesday morning how they
would be voting. It turned out 6
percent of those asked were not
planning to vote at all and about 20
percent were still not sure what to
vote. The division of seats here is
based on those who had made
their decision.
PVV
GroenLinks (the green left)
remains a party to be reckoned
with in Wageningen. Among stu-

DIVISION OF SEATS AFTER STAFF POLL

99'3YG$399&'$63'*/&86*33YG'SOXV

dents Jolande Sap’s party is the
fourth biggest in parliament, with
20 seats, while among staff it is the
third (19 seats). Roemer of the Socialist Party seems to appeal to Wageningen students too, judging by
the 16 seats he gains. But among
staff the SP gets no further than 8
seats. The VVD, too, does better
among students than among staff
(23 versus 15 seats).
The right-wing PVV party hardly
gets a look-in in Wageningen. With
2 seats from the students and 3
from staff members, Geert Wilders
remains a marginal ﬁgure here. As
does the 50+ party, which gets one
seat from staff (and none from students) and the pirate party, with

one seat from students, none from
staff.
COALITION
Even with the Wageningen result it
would not be easy to form a leftwing cabinet. An SP- PvdA-GL coalition would arrive at 70 seats
(based on student votes). The
Christian Union could then help
them reach a majority. There
would be a majority for a centreleft government, or a so-called purple one. Not for a centre-right one,
though. But then, this is Wageningen. And anyone who thinks the
place where they work or study is
typical of the Netherlands may be
in for a rude awakening. . RR

DIVISION OF SEATS AFTER STUDENT POLL

99'3YG$399&'$63'*/&86*33YG'3LUDWHQ

è3$57<)25$1,0$/5,*+76
‘SOCIAL LOAN SYSTEM IS CLEARER
)2&86(672208&+21*2/'),6+é 7+$16/2:678'(17),1(é
.HHVYDQ9HOXZOHFWXUHULQRUJD
QLFIDUPLQJ
‘I’ll be voting for Green Left, despite their internal problems. They
want to reduce the tax on labour
and increase the tax on natural resources. That will improve the climate and the environment and
will also automatically keep people
healthier. Other parties see these
as separate issues. They want healthcare to be cheaper or an economic recovery but they lack an integrated view of things. I don’t quite
dare vote for the Party for Animal

Rights. They focus too much on
goldﬁsh and whether the bowl is
big enough. Although I must say I
have a lot of respect for Esther
Ouwehand.
I have no idea what concerns
my students, but I don’t get the
impression they are very interested in the elections.
I’ll be voting this afternoon but
I fear the VVD will be the biggest
party. No, wait, cross out VVD and
put PvdA instead. That’s a bit more optimistic.’’ 6Y*

,UHQHYDQGHU+HLMGHQ1XWULWLRQ
DQG+HDOWKVHFRQG\HDU
‘This is only the second time I’m
able to vote in the national elections and I have prepared thoroughly this time.
I’m going for D66. I think education is the most important issue.
We must invest in that if we want
to remain a knowledge economy.
In addition to their studies, it’s important that students acquire skills
through committee work: chairing, collaborating, being assertive. Otherwise everyone just has

the same certiﬁcate.
I’m in favour of a social loan
system because that’s a lot clearer
than the slow student ﬁne. Measures will be taken anyway and you
want a system that can work in the
long term. It’s a lot of money but
your prospects are clear.
Apart from education, D66 also
scores well on healthcare and nature. They make good choices and
they remain vigilant. They are also
progressive, and change really is
NM
needed now.’

RESOURCE — 13 September 2012
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',-.+8,=(1029(6'(%$7(21,17(16,9()$50,1*83$*($5
ð &ULWLFLVPIURP:DJHQLQJHQ
UHVHDUFKHUV
ð 'LMNKXL]HQEHPRDQVHPRWLRQDO
UHVSRQVH

Chairman Dijkhuizen made a plea
for more intensive farming on
Monday 3 September in Dutch
Newspaper Trouw. ‘There will be
two billion more people on the pla-

net in 2050. On top of that, the
emerging economies will be more
prosperous and consumers there
will be eating more meat and dairy
products. That means we will need
to double food production levels
per hectare.’ He repeated the message later that day on the two main
TV news programmes.
Dijkhuizen’s statements led to
a debate about the issues on Twitter, Foodlog and trouw.nl. His ar-

gument met with both declarations of support within Wageningen
UR and ﬁerce opposition: nine scientists wrote a letter to Trouw, there was a small demo by students in
Forum and resource.wur.nl was inundated with 40 comments. Many
of these critics felt that, as the
head of an academic institution,
Dijkhuizen should have emphasized the diversity of views, given
that the scientiﬁc jury is still out.

Dijkhuizen had not expected
this response. He is pleased to
see a debate, but preferably one
that keeps sentiments out of it. ‘I
am surprised to see how difﬁcult
even scientists ﬁnd it to stick to
facts in debates rather than emotions. That is rather a cause for
*Y&
concern.’
See also pages 6 and 22.

NRUW
>> ANIMAL SCIENCES

>> EXPATRIATES

+XQGUHGWK3K'

([SDW&HQWHU

On 11 September, Professor Martin Verstegen presented his 100th PhD candidate. He is only the ﬁfth Dutch professor
to have supervised this number of PhD
researches. The emeritus professor of
Nutrition specializes in the metabolism
of the pig. Under his supervision, PhD researchers have studied such aspects of
animal nutrition as food intake, digestion and energy metabolism.
Thirty nine of the hundred PhD students
were from abroad. Many of the PhD students meet up every year on Verstegen
day. There have only been four other
Dutch professors who have supervised
100 PhD students. Verstegen was awarded the university’s Silver Medal by rector magniﬁcus Martin Kropﬀ for reaching
RK
this milestone.

The campus is to be home to an expat
centre that will provide services on a
commercial basis to foreign guests and
workers in the region. It will advise on a
range of practical issues such as
housing, residence permits, visas, insurance and dealing with the municipal
council. ‘Everything, really, that has to be
arranged when you come here from abroad
to work for a while’, explains Derk Rademaker (executive secretary at the PSG).
The core of the bureau will be made up
of existing experts in this area at Wageningen UR. ‘We already have a few of these
experts whose fulltime job it is to sort
these things out for our foreign workers.
The idea is that they will be joined by a
couple of people who will do the same
for people from the region.’ The centre
will be housed in Actio and is due to go
into business in the new year. RK

ǋǋ5(6($5&+&(175(

%UHHGIRRG
Wageningen Ur is going to work with four
breeding organizations on ﬁnding the genetic basis of complex characteristics in
dairy cattle, chickens and pigs. On Monday 3 Sept. they signed an agreement to
create the top institute Breed4Food. For
the coming two years Breed4Food will essentially be a virtual research centre –
the DNA researchers of the breeding organizations will stay where they are and exchange information with each other and
with Wageningen UR online. In ﬁve years’
time, it should take its place on the Wageningen campus as an R&D centre with
about 50 researchers, says R&D director
AS
Ate Lindebook of the CRV.

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ
NSK
Freeways, or motorways, are called ‘fast roads’ in Dutch,
and easy chairs are ‘lazy chairs’. But of course it is not the
chair that is lazy, nor the road that is fast. In both cases,
the adjective applies to the user. Minister Schultz van Haegen must have had that in mind last week when she unveiled a signboard bearing the magic number 130 at the edge
of Zandvliet in North Brabant.
Now I am all for everyone having their moment of glory,
including caretaker minister Schultz, but I do also believe
in sticking to the facts. She spoke of a ‘historic step forward’ (which reminded me for a moment of Neil Armstrong, perhaps because he died last month), while knowing full well that the timesaving the new speed limit will
give road users is a stunning one percent. Well, apparently
that is worth a lot relative to the damage to nature caused
by the added noise and nitrogen, the CO2 emissions, the
trafﬁc jams, the additional danger and accidents and ﬁne
particle air pollution.
Much is clariﬁed by a visit to the website of the ministry of
Infrastructure and Environment, where the beneﬁts of
this new speed limit are listed. One of these beneﬁts is
that fast drivers use more fuel, which can bring the treasury extra revenues amounting to as much as 50 to 100 million euros. And then we can build more roads so that we
can drive even faster and there’ll be even more funds in
the treasury… That is what Schultz’s broad grin seems to
suggest. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

%86,1(66:25/',17(5(67(',11(:
è$&$'(0,&0((7,1*32,17éé
ð ,PSXOVHRSHQVLWVGRRUV
ð %XVLQHVVZRUOGZHOO
UHSUHVHQWHG

Monday 3 September saw the ofﬁcial opening of Impulse, a new social space for the whole campus.
The central auditorium in the renovated building 115 was not big
enough to seat the whole audience
on Monday morning, so some
stood to hear the chair of the board
sing the praises of Corporate Education and Research policymaker
Ab Groen for his perseverance. It
was thanks to Groen that the idea
of Impulse became a reality.
Groen himself thinks it is ‘just very
nice’ to walk around the building
he has had in mind for so long:
‘The atmosphere today is great and
we are really lucky with the
weather.’
The audience at the opening ceremony was surprisingly one-sided. A quick show of hands revealed almost 100 business people
and just a handful of researchers

)XOO
KRXVHDW
WKHRSH
QLQJRI
,PSXOVH

and students. It was quite visible
really: far more suits than sneakers. This could have something to
do with the timing, thinks Renee
van de Weerd, ﬂoor manager at Impulse. ‘The opening of the academic year and the ﬁrst lectures are
today as well.’
Notable for his absence was
Martin Scheffer. He raised the idea
of an academic meeting place in

his Founders’ Day speech over two
years ago. But his absence has nothing to do with the adaptation of
his idea to create a centre with a
wider purpose. He explains on the
phone that he got back from a symposium in America too late. He
supports the initiative with heart
and soul.
The ball got rolling in Impulse
on Monday - literally as well as me-

taphorically. Board chair Dijkhuizen and Gelderland provincial
councillor Annemiek Traag opened the meeting place by pushing
a mini-billiard ball into a tube-like
structure, an artwork by the Wageningen artists’ collective the Waterlanders. The ball continued to
move in the tube as if in a perpetuum mobile, only to end in a fountain of tiny red balls scattering all
over the ﬂoor. RK

ANALYSIS

DIJKHUIZEN DOES IT HIS WAY

T

here are many different views in Wageningen on global food production. Wageningen’s Executive Board chairman aired his
particular view in Trouw newspaper. Was that
wise?
You can’t deny Dijkhuizen has guts. Public
opinion is against battery chickens and wants
nothing to do with mega-barns, whatever the
potential advantages might be. So he knew his
plea would provoke ﬁerce opposition. Sure
enough, the opposition came, including from
people within his own organization, but he also set a debate going about intensive farming.
Dijkhuizen is not alone; emeritus professor
Rudy Rabbinge has also been claiming for
years, albeit in more nuanced terms, that intensive farming is productive and good for the
environment. But Dijkhuizen’s persistence (he

e-mailed Trouw following comments about
battery hens) means the message has now hit
the headlines, from the TV news programmes
to Foodlog and farming journal De Boerderij.
The Wageningen board chairman does have a point. Studies by LEI and livestock professor Imke de Boer show that Dutch livestock
farmers use less land and feed and produce fewer CO2 emissions per kilo of meat than Brazilian farmers or organic farmers. These are
the facts. But Dijkhuizen goes one step
further: he gives global food production higher
priority than animal welfare. That’s a value
judgement. This may be his personal opinion
but he seems to have forgotten that he is the
public face of an organization in which many
people hold very different views.
For Wageningen UR actually has a lot of re-

searchers who are working for a world with
less meat and for an improvement in animal
welfare. That is why many feel alienated by his
views and the image he has created, consciously or inadvertently, of Wageningen UR.
In that regard, Dijkhuizen would have done
better to emphasize that this is still a matter
for research and debates, including within his
own organization.
The freedom Dijkhuizen has allowed himself is striking. When Wageningen professors
signed a petition protesting against intensive
livestock farming in 2010, he accused them of
abusing their position as professors: after all,
they were not all specialized in livestock farming. Apparently, that ‘cobbler, stick to your
trade’ message doesn’t apply to the chairman
himself. *DE\YDQ&DXOLO
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The red seats are the same ones
they had in LA13. The old rostrum
(a present from WUR) has been
dismantled, transported to the
new location and reassembled.
They have the same sound system,
and the familiar 35-millimetre projector can still be found in the projection room. But in other respects
the new Movie W looks very different to the room in LA13 that the
cinema was forced to leave in the
spring, or indeed the upstairs
room in Hotel De Wereld where it
all began 36 years ago. Over the
past few months one of the ’t Venster buildings has been converted
into a plush arthouse cinema with
a reception, a small, cosy foyer, toi-

‘THE LECTURE
ROOM WAS THE
HIGH POINT’

:KR"Rob van
Karnenbeek, supervising
the construction of Orion on behalf of ABT
:KDW"Teaching building
Orion reaches its
highest point
:KHQ"The ﬂag will be
hoisted next Tuesday

lets and a proper bar.
One brand-new addition is the
digital projector standing next to
the old 35-mm projector. It was a
big investment, but necessary as
all new ﬁlms are digital these days.
But the bar is probably the most
notable difference with the old
Movie W. The rather amateurish
mobile bar we have such affectionate memories of in LA13 has been
replaced by a proper counter. The
changes symbolize the new cinema’s more professional, commercial approach.
TICKET PRICE
‘We are certainly better off if you
look at the interior and the space’,
conﬁrms committee member
Huib de Vriend. Another advantage is the combination with ‘t Venster. The idea is that cross-fertilization with the arts centre will spark
off new initiatives.
Visitors will see the new approach

How high is it?
‘The eaves are 40 metres above ground level,
but the chimneys and some of the installations will get a bit higher. It’s certainly the biggest building I’ve worked on.’
Is this moment a high point for you?
‘In my humble opinion, no, not really. There
are a lot of moments that make an impression on you in a building like this. Personally, I
think the point when the frontage has been
made watertight and draught-free is more important. Then you can start on the detailed ﬁnishing. The really special moment for me
was the installation of the steel construction
for the large lecture room. And it ﬁtted perfectly as well!’
So is the timing of this celebration random?
‘No, no. The highest point is traditionally the
moment when the basic structure has
reached its peak. They used to celebrate with
‘roof-tile’ beer. Now we can work our way back
down, ﬁnishing the construction. They will be
taking away the ﬁrst crane soon.’
Is the building work on schedule?
‘Basically, yes. But we have had some delays.
We still need to build the last section of roof,
but ﬁrst the steel staircase needs to be installed from above. We are working through to
midnight this week and next in order to get
everything done on time.’ RK

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

ð $UWKRXVHFLQHPDWREHHQWLUHO\
VHOIVXSSRUWLQJ
ð 7LFNHWSULFHVLQFUHDVHGWR
VHYHQHXURV

0RYLH:WREHFRPHPRUHSURIHVVLRQDODQGFRPPHUFLDO

reﬂected in the ticket price: seven
euros instead of six. Students get a
discount of one euro. The cinema
currently gets up to 7,000 visitors a
year but the plan is for that to increase to 8,000. ‘For example,

we’re considering events for companies, or combinations with conferences’, explains De Vriend. ‘So
more commercial, but without loRK
sing sight of our objectives.’

QUOTE
‘Thankfully I was born in a one-party country, so now
my life is free from such troubles with choice.’
Chinese student Pan Deli is astonished at the spectacle of 20 parties
competing for 150 seats in parliament (Resource.wur.nl/en, 5 Sept.)

KITO

3ROOV7KLVLVWKHPRVWUHOLDEOHRQH
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GENETIC VARIETY THROUGH
MOBILE SWITCH
ð %DFWHULDOJHQHVWURQJO\LQŋXHQFHGE\MXPSLQJRQRŉ
VZLWFK
ð 06FVWXGHQWéVGLVFRYHU\OHDGV
WRWRSSXEOLFDWLRQ

The evolution of bacteria appears
to be a faster and more complex
process than hitherto believed.
This conclusion was reached by
MSc student Maria Matus-Garcia
in the course of her ﬁnal research
project. The research, published in
Nucleic acids research in August, focused on the ‘on-off switch’ in bacterial genes, known as the promoter. This little bit of code determines whether a gene is switched ‘on’
or ‘off’. Genes needed for survival,
for example, need to stay constantly switched on. Others are only
needed if the bacterium is swim-

ming in an acid environment or in
the dark, for instance.
The researchers now show that
these ‘on-switches’ an easily jump
to another gene. With major consequences, as the switch can fundamentally change the function of
a gene. For example, unused genes
can suddenly be activated, which
can have an impact on the organism. This can lead to the emergence of useful new varieties of the
bacterium. By showing that genes
can easily switch promoters like
this, the research makes clear that
the evolution of bacteria involves
much more variety than was hitherto believed.
CHANCE
That promoters make leaps across
genes was known anecdotally, research supervisor and assistant
professor Mark van Passel ex-

plains. ‘A colleague once sent by
post bacteria that were negative for
a certain characteristic. But when
the people on the receiving end
cultivated the bacteria, it was switched on again.’ Van Passel’s results now show that the process is
actually quite common, even on
short evolutionary timescales and
in all kinds of different species of
bacteria.
Exactly how the promoters make these leaps is largely unclear as
yet. Van Passel has a few possible
explanations. The promoters have
a characteristic code, which suggests they hitch a ride on the activity of other mobile DNA.’ Chance
could also play a role. Van Passel:
‘In view of the fact that we found
4000 of them, it is possible that
they work according to various different mechanisms.’ RR

MSC RESEARCH
PUBLISHED
It is very
unusual for
the ﬁnal
thesis of a
science
student to
get published, especially in
a journal of the standing of Nucleic acids research. Mariana
Matus-Garcia from Mexico managed this feat with her research
in the department of Systems
and Synthetic Biology. ‘She was
a very good student who really
put her own stamp on the project’, says her supervisor, assistant professor Mark van Passel proudly. ‘She has been accepted all over the place now,
Cambridge, Heidelberg, but in
the end she chose the top university MIT.’

SIMULATION MODEL EXPOSES LOGISTICAL WEAKNESSES
ð )RRGLQGXVWU\LVYXOQHUDEOH
GXHWRFRPSOH[ORJLVWLFV
ð 6LPXODWLRQPRGHOKHOSVPDNH
ULVNVPDQDJHDEOH

For many food companies, the logistics have become more vulnerable to hitches in recent years.
Through globalization, food travels increasingly long distances
and consumers demand higher
standards of quality and variety. Also, companies hold less stock due
to cost considerations. PhD student Jelena Vlajic analysed the bottlenecks causing incidental problems for food companies and pinpointed the weak links in the
chain.
‘Food companies should be
prepared for these disturbances’,
says Jelena Vlajic. ‘Hitches in the
system cost money. Take the
amount of waste in the supply

1HHGOHVVORJLVWLFDOKLWFKHVFRVWFRPSDQLHVDORWRIPRQH\

chain caused by products that
don’t meet the standards of the
purchaser.’
Vlajic looked at possible improvements that could reduce the vulnerability of companies and used
her data to develop an Event Management System: a simulation
model with which food managers

can simulate the consequences of
a kink in the chain. The model can
also be used to test ways of preventing the problem or of limiting the
damage.
KINK IN THE CHAIN
In food logistics there are no blanket solutions, emphasizes Vlajic’s

supervisor Jack van der Vorst - solutions depend on the policy
choices food companies make.
They can reject products that don’t
meet their standards and send
them back, making the supplier
foot the bill. That costs your company nothing but the chain costs
are high and you end up with less
of the product. You can also make
deals with suppliers regarding the
quality of the product they deliver.
Then you impose some quality
control before the product reaches
you. You only do this when a product is very important to you, says
Van der Vorst. The risk management choices made can differ per
company and product category, depending whether a company prioritizes low prices or sustainability.
The method developed by Vlajic,
who receives her PhD on 12 September, clariﬁes the consequences
of these strategies if something
AS
goes wrong.
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Science Café Wageningen

A LOT GOES ON IN A SLEEPING BRAIN
ð 6FLHQFH&DI«ZDNHVXSDIWHUVXPPHU
ð 6OHHSUHVHDUFKHU,QVRPQLDLVDQ
HSLGHPLF

Science Café Wageningen will be considering the subject of sleep and the brain on
Thursday. Somnologist Sebastiaan Overeem (Radboud University and Kempenhaeghe Sleep Centre) and sleep expert Ysbrand van der Werf (VU University Amsterdam and Dutch Institute for Neurosciences) will talk about the state of the art in
their ﬁeld. Van der Werf answers a few
questions here in a sneak preview.
When you say you are a sleep researcher
you are probably never short of something
to talk about?
‘That is right and it’s a nice thing about
my subject. Everyone has an interest in
sleep. Everyone sleeps badly sometimes.
Sleep is very much part of people’s day-today experience.’
What is the question you are asked most
often?
‘In the ﬁrst place: why do we sleep? And
then: is it really true that you need eight
hours of sleep?’
And?
‘The answer to the why question is the
holy grail of sleep research. It is still an
unanswered question. Sleep is very extraordinary behaviour of course. Why do you
have to spend so much of your day in a
kind of coma? We know a few answers but
they do not in themselves cover the whole
story. The repair and growth function of
sleep is important. The maintenance of

the brain itself. But that is not all there is to
it.’
I sleep eight hours a day. Is that bad?
‘People sleep on average 7 to 8 hours, but
that is just an average. So large deviations
both below and above that are normal. These differences have to do with the depth of
the sleep. So it’s to do with the efﬁciency of
the sleep.’
What is the biggest misunderstanding
about sleep?
‘That nothing happens in your brain
while you are sleeping. That it is a kind of
quiet time. But the brain is just as active at
night as it is by day. The total energy consumption is the same. There is very rich activity going on in the brain while you sleep.
At the science café I will show some
examples of brain scans.’
How bad is sleeplessness?
‘Sleeplessness is an epidemic. Ten percent of the population suffers from true insomnia. And that doesn’t include those who
sleep badly: They make up 30 percent of the
population. ‘Sleeping badly’ in combination with tiredness is the most common complaint in the world. Sleep problems are a
major personal, social and economic problem.’
Are dreams deceptive?
‘Yes, I would say so. Dreams are fantasies of the brain made up by the sleeper.
Dreaming is a creative process and it does
not reﬂect reality. So you should take
dreams with a pinch of salt.’ RK
Thursday 27 September, Cafe Loburg. Science Cafe
Wageningen is an initiative of Resource among others.

VISION <<
è:HDUHFUD]\DERXWŊJXUHVé
'XULQJHOHFWLRQFDPSDLJQGHEDWHVWKH'XWFKSUHVV
KDYHWDNHQWRGRLQJVRPHIDFWFKHFNLQJLQWKHKRSH
RIFDOOLQJSROLWLFLDQVéEOXŉ'RHVWKLVLQŋXHQFHWKH
SROLWLFDOSURFHVV"
‘It certainly inﬂuences it,’ says communication scientist Noelle Aarts, ‘and it also illustrates the importance of ﬁgures in political debates. People place a
high value on numbers, they immediately give us a
picture in our minds and we experience that picture
as reality. Politicians know this so they use a lot of ﬁgures. But these so-called facts are often open to
multiple interpretations, you can manipulate them,
and they are time-speciﬁc. That is why the fact checker often says ‘half true’.
Why are we so fond of numbers?
‘You should read Daniel Kahneman’s book, Thinking
fast and slow, which explains it beautifully. We take
decisions on the basis of two systems: intuition and
conscious reﬂection. Figures and pictures go well
with the ﬁrst system, intuition, while our second system – reﬂection – is a bit lazy. You can quickly generate a picture using ﬁgures, and people say, that’s the
way it is. Another reason this works is that our grasp
of statistics – what the numbers actually tell you – is
appalling. So numbers work as evidence in the political debates and the fact checker is a response to
that.’
Does the production and control of facts inﬂuence
the political process?
‘You get the polls now, and they are a sort of fact producing, showing how the various parties are doing.
And they are inﬂuential. A party does well in the
polls, gains in self-conﬁdence and then does even
better. It is not without reason that some people argue for a ban on polls just before the elections – because they inﬂuence voting. But meanwhile various
bureaus produce lots of lovely numbers and infographics, because we are crazy about those. Because
people actually draw conclusions from the numbers,
which they then discuss with friends and acquaintances who already see eye to eye with them. That is
how we construct our reality – in social interaction,
so as to share the truth.’ AS

PROPOSITION
6OHHSèZK\GR
\RXKDYHWR
VSHQGVRPXFK
RI\RXUGD\LQ
DNLQGRI
FRPD"é

‘By forming unstable government
coalitions, political parties cause
“electile dysfunction”’
Simon Lindhoud, promoveert op 12 september in
Wageningen
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RESEARCH WITH A ROTTEN SMELL
ð 2GRXURIGHFD\GHSHQGVRQWKH
ZHDWKHU
ð +RWKXPLGFOLPDWHFOHDUVDZD\
PRXVHFRUSVHVIDVWHU

A decomposing corpse gives off a
varied palette of odours and vapours. And each stage of decomposition attracts its own menagerie
of insects. Forensic science can beneﬁt from this, as the insects are a
clue to the time of the death. But
what do the odours of a decaying
corpse consist of, from a chemical
point of view? And what is the inﬂuence of temperature and humidity on their composition? Together with colleagues from the
Humboldt University in Berlin and
the University of Regensburg, Roland Mumm of PRI revealed some
of these dark secrets.
The researchers put mouse
corpses on petri dishes and let
them rot under controlled conditions: either cold and dry or hot and
humid. The smell of the corpse
was captured after one, ten and
thirty days, and chemically analysed. The result casts new light on
current forensic knowledge. The
conditions in which a corpse rots
turned out to make quite a difference. Not only do heat and humidity cause a corpse to decompose

$PRXVHFRUSVHGHFRPSRVHVIDVWHULQDKRWGDPSHQYLURQPHQW OHIW WKDQLQ
DFRROGU\RQH

faster, but the make-up of the
odours is also much more varied.
GRAVE ROBBERS
The differences between cold/dry
and hot/humid are clear from day

one. The hot/humid mice begin to
stink almost from the start and the
smell is most intense after ten
days. This is when the cold/dry mice are just getting started. After 30
days both stick about equally, but

the smell is different. The differences, according to Mumm, are a result of differences in the micro-organisms that are active. ‘It seems
that under cold/dry conditions,
fungi are more active than bacteria.’
Mumm and his colleagues identiﬁed a total of 51 different volatile
organic compounds. Mumm used
a range of statistical techniques to
search them all for markers:
odours that are speciﬁc to certain
stages of the composition process.
One possible candidate would be
dimethyl-tetrasulphide, a polysulphide. Under hot/ humid conditions, there is plenty of this substance present after about ten days, but
it is almost entirely absent under
cold/dry conditions. This suggests
that the breakdown of proteins is
slowed down when it is cold and
dry. Polysulphides are waste substances of proteins with sulphurcontaining amino acids. They are
known to attract ﬂies and burying
beetles, the gravediggers of the
death business. ‘But we must be
cautious about making statements
about the presence of a substance
and the possible date of death’,
says Mumm. ‘The link between
certain odours and certain insects
has only just been hazarded. But
what we have found does conﬁrm
the general idea.’ RK

WEANING PIGS ONTO GRASS
ð $UWLŊFLDOERZHOVWHVWWROHUDQFH
WRŊEUH

Pigs are generally fed on a diet rich
in grains, which means their feed
competes with the human food
supply chain. Now that grains are
scarce and the feed prices are rising, there is a need for alternatives such as silage and root crops.
These contain little starch and a
lot of ﬁbre, which is good for the

bowels and for the immune system. But it does slow the pigs’
growth. And pig farmers do not
want that.
Yet the cause of the high ﬁbre
feed does not seem to be lost yet. If
you feed adults pigs on it for a
while it seems that they convert a
proportion of the ﬁbre into energy.
This fermentation is brought
about by bacteria in the large intestine of the pigs. Maria Sappok,
PhD researcher at Animal Nutrition, wants to know exactly how this

works. What goes on in those intestines?
She ended up in Wageningen
where the Animal Nutrition chair
group has developed an in vitro
system – a kind of artiﬁcial bowel.
The hay or silage goes into a bottle
with a solution to which Sappok
added some pigs’ droppings,
which contain the intestinal bacteria that the bacteria break down.
During this process gas is formed
and by measuring the speed at
which this happened she could es-

timate how well the pig digested
the silage.
Sappok has improved the in vitro test so much that it is a good
imitation of the passage of feed
through the pig’s system. It is clear
that pigs have difﬁculty digesting
silage but if you get pigs used to
raw fodder in the long term, as
happens in the organic farming
sector, they seem better able to
break down the ﬁbres. It is too
soon for ﬁrm conclusions, however, says Sappok. AS
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ǋǋ5(6285&(:851/
:HOFRPHWRWKH&RPPHQWVSDJHWKH'LMNKXL]HQ
HGLWLRQ)RUWKHSDVWZHHNHYHU\RQHKDVEHHQ
GLVFXVVLQJWKHVWDWHPHQWVE\RXUERDUGFKDLUPDQ
)RUH[DPSOHLV'LMNKXL]HQéVDFFRXQWRQHVLGHG
DQGVKRXOGKHHYHQEHJLYLQJKLVRSLQLRQDQ\ZD\"
&RPHDQGMRLQWKLVŊHUFHGHEDWHRQOLQH
Got something to say too? Email your views to resource@wur.nl.

THE DIJKHUIZEN SCENE
Last week, chairman of the board Dijkhuizen stood up
for intensive farming, saying it was the only option for
feeding the growing global population. An unfashionable opinion that not surprisingly provoked heated reactions.
Dijkhuizen had been a hot topic around water coolers
for a bit and ZDNNHUZRUGHQ felt Resource was a bit
slow oﬀ the mark. ‘Half of Holland is attacking Aalt
Dijkhuizen for saying farming needs to become more
intensive and all I see on your site is that this senior
executive has been potting mini billiard balls.’ 6WLOWH
agrees with him but other commentators grumble at
such impatience. ‘Animal welfare fundamentalists
often seem to feel an unreasonable degree of urgency’, says 7RP5LMQWMHV. This is followed by some
aggressive point scoring, which stops when the
reports of THE interview appear. Then some contributors tease the impatient champions of organic farming. ‘I just had a delicious barbecue today’, says
%/3VWXGHQW. ‘Sausages wrapped in bacon, bacon slices, steak tartar and some battery chicken legs. Is that
not allowed?’ Which shuts Stilte up for good.

INTENSIVE DEBATING

ILLUSTRATI0N: ESTHER BROUWER

Fortunately, the actual issues also get a look-in. Some
Wageningen scientists write that Dijkhuizen’s deﬁnition
of sustainability is too one-sided and that he is playing
at politics rather than science. The arguments and
counter-arguments continue on the site.
‘I felt Aalt’s reasoning was pretty superﬁcial too’, says
-DQQHNHGH-RQJ. ‘Why did he ignore the development
of integrated sustainable livestock systems? And
what about the transition to vegetable proteins that oﬀer an alternative to what is by
deﬁnition the ineﬃcient conversion of vegetable proteins into animal proteins?’ 0DWWKLDV
thinks Dijkhuizen should not be allowed to make
such simplistic statements anyway. After all, as
board chairman he represents all of Wageningen:
‘We get some facile lobbying in the middle of an
election campaign instead of the nuanced debate
that I would really expect from a university presi-

dent.’ Not everyone shares that opinion. ‘A crying shame, all those knee-jerk reactions because Mr Dijkhuizen has given his views’, says :RUWHOPDQV. ‘What he is
doing is forming opinion. And what better way to do
that than by taking a “surprising” stand?’ It is interesting to see the spotlight for once on the less publicized advantages of intensive farming. 7RP5LMQWMHV also
sees advantages to showing your true colours. ‘There
wouldn’t have been any fuss if he had just kept to the
usual, socially acceptable patter. At least this is something we can talk about: either say how disgusted we
are or shout out “I told you so”!’

022,1*$*$,167,17(16,9()$50,1*
Anger, debate and reﬂection are followed by - a demo.
Twenty current and former students protest during
lunch against Dijkhuizen’s statements. No-one can hear
their slogans but that doesn’t stop them making it to
the front page of the Gelderlander newspaper. Soon
there will be a debate with Dijkhuizen in person.
‘Great to see everyone has a ﬁrmly held opinion!’ says
0HHGHQNHU. He hopes there will be a solution for the
food problem but doesn’t see a lunchtime demo as the
best approach. ‘Start the discussion rolling, contribute
some ideas! I think that would be better than some
theatre during the lunch break.’ Not all the critics see
good intentions. ‘These people live in an ivory tower
(or barracks, going by the photo), cut oﬀ from reality’,
says -DPPHU. You won’t get everyone on the planet
switching to vegetable matter just like that, especially
given that developing countries want to eat more
meat.’ Eventually, demonstrator PHHGRHQHU defends
his actions: ‘We organized the demo mainly to express
our indignation at Aalt Dijkhuizen’s crass public
statements.’ He is looking forward to the debate and hopes many well-informed people will
join in. Amen! We agree. Enjoy your discussions.

CORRECTION
The Plant Breeding science group’s Open Day is
not on 31 October, as we said in the previous
Resource issue. It has already been held, on
31 August.
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Proﬁts
for
Africa
Development aid is diﬃcult to combine with the proﬁt-minded approach taken
by the business world – at least, for a long time this was the conviction of aid
workers and politicians. Not any more. The practical, market-oriented thinking of
Dutch entrepreneurs is now seen as precisely what is needed to combat poverty in
developing countries. ‘The game has changed and it is like a breath of fresh air.’
text: Albert Sikkema / photos: Lineair and CDI

T

he business world functioning as a powerful
motor of poverty alleviation and sustainable
development. This was the policy line with
which state secretary Ben Knapen made his
mark on the Dutch development aid sector
during the last cabinet’s term of ofﬁce. In contrast to foregoing decades when aid to developing countries was largely channelled according to the idealistic
models of development professionals, the market economy is now given pride of place.
Development projects are supposed to contribute to
the economic development of a country, and who can do
more for that cause than entrepreneurs? After all, they are

eminently practical doers with a nose for new markets and
business opportunities, goes the argument. In this light,
the development of agriculture is seen as crucial to food
security and to stimulating the rest of the economy. On
the basis of this thinking, food companies in the Netherlands are expressly drawn in to market-oriented development projects.
The Centre for Development Innovation (CDI) at Wageningen UR, which develops knowledge and innovation
projects in developing countries, noticed the change
immediately. For the last year, the centre has been working regularly with Dutch companies on projects in which
market developments are central. ‘The game has changed

Entrepreneurs
are practical
doers with a
nose for new
markets
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and it is like a breath of fresh air’, says deputy director
Wouter Hijweege of the CDI. ‘We have got to think out of
the box now.’
All of a sudden, Hijweege and his colleagues ﬁnd themselves working with terms such as ‘inclusive business’:
market development with enterprises that also protect the
environment and seek to combat poverty.
POTATOES IN KENYA
In this context, Africa is hot, the CDI staff are noticing.
Ten years ago Africa was still the lost continent but now it
boasts a healthy economic growth rate and is seen as an
interesting source of raw materials and of markets for products. Planting material, for example. In Kenya there is a
massive shortage of good quality seed potatoes. The reason is that the Kenyan government deliberately keeps
foreign suppliers out in order to protect their own seed
market. The result, however, is that local farmers produce
far fewer potatoes than they potentially could, as the CDI
discovered when they conducted market research in the
sector.
With the Wageningen researchers’ report in his hand,
state secretary Bleker went to talk to his Kenyan counterpart and succeeded in convincing him of the advantages
of freer trade relations. Now 28 new Dutch potato varieties
are being tested by the Kenyan inspection service. If it
gives them its stamp of approval, it is expected that potato
production in Kenya will boom and Dutch seed potato
companies can get cracking. At ﬁrst sight, this looks like a
Dutch export promotion exercise, but it is more subtle
than that. Dutch exports of seed potatoes will be limited
because the potatoes are too expensive to be supplied

WORLD MARKET
Western multinationals
are becoming increasingly
interested in small-scale
farmers in development
countries. This applies
especially to companies in
the tea, coﬀee and cocoa
sectors. The main reason
for their interest is their
wish to secure their supplies. Production by growers in developing countries, mainly small
farmers, does not keep

pace with the demand on
the world market. Up to
now western companies
have mainly done business
in developing countries
with modern, large-scale
and export-oriented suppliers, partly because this
made it easier to make
arrangements for production methods to meet the
criteria for certiﬁcation.
Now they need to leave
this ‘comfort zone’ and get

to know the world of the
small farmers with little to
invest. This has led Nestlé
to invest 110 million Swiss
francs in the coming years
in improving the living
conditions of these farmers and their communities. Other companies are
working with NGOs and
knowledge institutes to
make this kind of link.

directly to the Kenyan farmers. They only become affordable after two or three rounds of multiplication in Kenya,
for which local farmers are needed. So this is a genuine
food security project, says Hans Nijhof of the CDI. ‘We are
going to establish a commercially minded platform for
the potato chain, with breeders, multiplier farmers, processers and farmers taking the lead. The aim is more seed
potatoes in Kenya so that more farmers make a better
living and more people eat cheap potatoes.’
EXISTING PROJECTS
Market forces have been introduced into longer running
projects too, says Marja Thijssen of the CDI. For the past
three years, Thijssen has been advising a project in Ethiopia that aims at strengthening the seed sector. It began
with farmers’ groups who multiplied seeds of maize,
wheat, teff and other crops. They usually did this under a
government contract in which the relationship with the
buyers – small-scale farmers – was weak. Thijssen and her
colleagues ensured that the ‘seed farmers’ established
companies, organized themselves better and paid more
attention to quality. They also started actively promoting
the seeds on the local market.
Under the inﬂuence of the winds of change blowing
from The Hague, Dutch seed companies were drawn into
the project. The seed potato company HZPC supplies
Dutch seed potatoes which are then multiplied locally,
and vegetable seed company Bejo supplies seeds to small
farmers. Other plant breeding companies are considering
joint ventures with commercial Ethiopian nurseries. ‘This
places the Dutch companies among the suppliers on the
seed market’, says Thijssen. Together with medium-sized
Ethiopian growers, this should make for a strong cluster
of seed producers.
NOT NEW
Is this a fundamental change of course? Yes and no. The
inﬂuence of Knapen’s policy is unmistakable, but at the
same time this new form of development cooperation has
not appeared suddenly out of the blue, says CDI director
Jim Woodhill. There has been a growing interest in recent
years in chain development and markets in developing
countries, an interest shared by NGOs. ‘In the old day we
focused mainly on increasing agricultural productivity.
Now we know: without a market, small-scale farmers
won’t do that. A good market is a huge stimulus for farmers to improve their productivity.’ In 2008 the World
Bank calculated that 450 million small-scale farmers in
developing countries account for half the food produced
around the world. Many of these farmers live in Africa,
where the population is set to double between now and
2050. They are the key to poverty alleviation and food security for the future.
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Kenyans setting to work with seed potatoes.

One of the ﬁrst western companies to get involved with
small African farmers was Unilever. For its Lipton Tea
brand Unilever forged links with 300,000 small tea farmers in Kenya. The company was already buying their tea
but wanted it to meet the criteria of the Rainforest Alliance. In 2008, the agricultural economics institute LEI,
which had experience with Farmer Field Schools, was
brought into the picture to provide training for small farmers, which was done in collaboration with a Kenyan
partner. Meanwhile, 270,000 tea farmers have achieved
sustainability certiﬁcation, higher productivity and higher
incomes, reports Unilever.
SUCCESS
No one dares to claim yet that involving the business
world in development aid has a positive impact. It is too
soon to evaluate this new approach, says the CDI. The projects have only just begun. ‘There are good arguments for
taking this course, such as the fact that markets are the
drivers of change and development’, says Jim Woodhill.
‘But only at the end can we establish who really beneﬁts
from these public-private partnerships in development
cooperation. If we Western consumers pay more for a Fair
Trade product and 75 percent of the extra price goes to the
supermarket and only 2 percent to the African farmer,
something is wrong somewhere. Market-oriented projects are intended to combat poverty indirectly, via economic development, but there is no direct link.’
What is more, a project may be successful but there is
still no guarantee that it stimulates the economy as a

whole. This is the view of Sietze Vellema, researcher at the
Knowledge, Innovation and Technology chair group in
Wageningen and at the LEI. One of the things he studies is
how investments by Dutch ﬂower growers contribute to
the capacity for innovation in Ethiopia. ‘Some growers do
not understand that you cannot simply transfer technical
tricks from Westland in Holland to Ethiopia, but that you
need expert Ethiopian technicians to make a success of it.

‘Only at the end can we establish
who really beneﬁts from these
public-private partnerships’
And then you run up against the low level of Ethiopian
education. So in collaboration with Wageningen there is
work going on to modernize teaching methods. Then it is
immediately clear that these entrepreneurs are taking a
long-term perspective.’
Without such links between companies and universities, there is a risk that the long-term economic beneﬁts
are limited to job creation for the Ethiopians who work in
the greenhouses. That is what we don’t want, says Vellema: ‘an island of success’.
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QUEUES, QUEUES, QUEUES
The summer holiday is over and it is busy in and
around the campus. Jostling for a place on the 88
bus, a ﬂood of bikes streaming across the bridge
to the Forum, and a throng of hungry students
and staﬀ at the Cormet canteen tills in the Forum.
Yes folks, the academic year has begun in earLvdN, photos Bart de Gouw
nest.
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Flower power
At ﬁrst sight, it looks like any other black rubber car tyre by Dutch tyre
manufacturer Vredestein. Nothing revolutionary about that. But you look
at it with fresh eyes when you hear that it is made of rubber obtained from
dandelions. Made in Wageningen.
text: Roelof Kleis

T

he tyre rolled out of the laboratory at Apollo Vredestein in Enschede at the beginning of July: the
ﬁrst car tyre made of dandelion rubber in western Europe. This tyre is the tangible result of a
big European project led by Hans Mooibroek of
Biobased Products.
Natural rubber comes from the rubber tree Hevea brasiliensis and is a polymer of isoprene, a fairly simple hydrocarbon. Rubber consists of chains of more than 5000 of
these building blocks. But the rubber tree is not the only
plant that makes this stuff; the dandelion does it too.
More precisely, the Russian dandelion Taraxacum koksaghyz, a relative of the dandelion common in the Netherlands. The roots of this plant contain rubber in the form of
latex.
The Russians made tyres out of this latex during the
second world war, when the import of hevea rubber was
disrupted. The Americans made comparable efforts to
extract rubber from the guayule plant. After the war, producers quickly reverted to using the cheaper and better
quality hevea rubber.

CRISIS
There are several reasons for the current renewed interest
in alternative sources of rubber, explains project leader
Mooibroek. Demand for rubber has soared in recent decades due to fast-growing economies such as China and
India. And the price of rubber has kept pace. ‘Through the
economic crisis, though, the price has now dropped to
less than three euros per kilo’, says Mooibroek. ‘But there
is still a threat of a shortage.’ The supply of rubber is therefore under constant pressure. The rubber tree originally
comes from South America, until fungal infections wiped
out the plantations there. Today’s plantations in Southeast Asia have hitherto been spared this fate. But the dan-
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The yield from a
German test plot;
502 grams of rubber

ger is never far away, according to Mooibroek. ‘Manufacturers want a guaranteed supply. And they are quite
prepared to pay a bit extra for that.’
Mooibroek’s own interest in the dandelion as an alternative source of rubber dates back to 1996 when, together
with an American colleague, he wrote an article giving an
overview of the situation in the rubber industry. The conclusion was that if Europe wanted to do something with
natural rubber, its best bets would be the Russian dandelion and guayule. Seven years later, Mooibroek was asked
to lead a long-term international EU project that is now
due to end in a couple of months, and culminates with a
natural rubber conference in Wageningen this month as a
summit. Vredestein’s tyre rolled up just on time.
FIDDLING WITH THE GENES
But it is the product of a great deal of work, some of which
took place in Wageningen. Biobased products developed
a way of extracting the rubber from the dandelion (see
box). PRI concentrated on ﬁeld tests with guayule in Spain
and on the latex proteins in dandelions. The Wageningen
company KeyGene collaborated on ﬁguring out the biosynthesis of rubber and which genes play a key role in the
production and the quality of rubber. ‘The synthesis route
is well known in itself,’ explains Mooibroek, ‘but can you
upscale that processing of isoprene into rubber by ﬁddling around with the genes or by being quick to select the
right cross-breed? And which genes and proteins play a
role in this? We also try to ﬁnd this out using micro-organisms.’
In short, everything possible is being done to spur the
dandelion on to higher production levels. One approach
is to improve the plant by cross-breeding until its production of biomass and rubber is maximized. This process is
far from ﬁnalized. Mooibroek: ‘We still get too little out of
it now. Getting about ten percent of rubber should be viable; that is the amount we get out of guayule too. But to
achieve that we need to do further breeding. At the
moment we do not have a readymade marketable line.’
SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS
So what about Vredestein’s tyres? ‘To be precise, there are
two of them. They are made of 502 grams of rubber’, says
the head of materials development at Apollo Vredestein,
Nico Gevers. This is the entire harvest of a German test
plot 100-square metres in size, planted with wild Russian
dandelion and guayule rubber. That is rather different to
the thousand kilos of rubber expected at the start of the

project. ‘In the end we made the tyres in the lab instead of
on the production line.’
Nevertheless, Gevers is very enthusiastic about the project. ‘We are very interested in sustainable materials. We
are always on the lookout for them and we spend some of
our R&D budget on that. We see a future for this project.’
Of the two tyres that have been produced, one is intended as a demo sample. The other one was tested last week
for rolling friction, braking performance in wet weather,
and speed. Gevers is keeping the results under his hat
until the rubber conference in Wageningen, when the
sample tyre will be on display.
The evidence is there now that rubber can be produced
from dandelions grown on European soil. But it is far
from economically viable at present, agrees Mooibroek.
‘We cannot compete with the price of hevea rubber at the
moment.’ Upscaling the process is the next step, he says.
But that costs money. A lot of money. ‘To set up a largescale extraction facility, a factory, you need about 25 million euros. Plus thousands of hectares of land. The question is: where is such an injection of funding to come
from? It has to come from companies and governments.’
One plus in this respect is that the dandelion also provides other useful materials. Mooibroek is very keen to set
up a follow-up to the EU project. ‘We have made a very
good start but we are certainly not there yet.’ Vredestein is
eager to participate too, says Gevers. ‘A second project
would be most welcome.’

THE SLOW ROAD TO A CAR TYRE
If you want to extract rubber from the Russian dandelion, it is the root you
need. Rubber is found
there in the form of latex
in a tailor-made circulation system. Frans Kappen
(Biobased Products) developed a method of extracting the rubber from the

roots and reﬁning it. This
is done in just a couple of
steps, he explains. The
roots are ﬁrst boiled in
water, and then pushed
into a ball mill that separates the rubber from the
rest of the root. Kappen:
‘The balls break down the
cellulose ﬁbres and at the

same time the rubber gets
squashed together. This
creates bigger and bigger
balls of rubber, and then
you ﬁlter the rubber from
the ﬁbre.’ Lastly, the raw
rubber is washed in ethanol to remove impurities
(resin).
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Not just a
drinking club
First-year students are still joining the social student societies. But
there seem to be more things to make them think twice about it these
days, what with the new government measures to speed students
through the system. The Wageningen student clubs are catering for this
by oﬀering their members more than just a lot of beer-drinking.
text: Linda van der Nat / illustration: Kito

T

he hard cut-off point between Bachelor’s and
Master’s, the abolition of the basic student grant,
a ﬁne on slow students and perhaps making
course advice binding … all these clouds are hanging over Dutch students’ heads. Even though
the new boards of the Wageningen student societies
Ceres, KSV Franciscus and SSR-W have only just taken
over, the board members are already racking their brains
for ways of supporting their members through their
degree programmes.
Even though it only becomes clear after the inauguration period exactly how many ﬁrst-years really are joining
the clubs, none of the three societies has cause to complain about recruitment ﬁgures. ‘But during the AID we
could see that the new students are more doubtful about
whether they can combine their studies with society life,
because of all the government measures’, says Robbert
Hoeboer, secretary at KSV. ‘It is clear that their studies
come ﬁrst.’ Ceres president Zeger Kievit conﬁrms this.
‘We are growing, but not as fast as the university.’ He sees
this as the writing on the wall. ‘It is becoming harder to
ﬁnd a balance between studying and really being a student. Students are taking both their courses and their
extracurricular activities more seriously. If there are still
people walking around who are in their eighth or ninth
year as students, they are really behind the times.’

SSR-W, which used to be a minor player among the student societies, has been growing apace for years. But that
growth will come to a halt if the society concentrates
exclusively on parties and fun, believes the new chair Evelien Valk. ‘A student society is nice but in the end your
degree programme is the most important thing. A society
can only go on running if the members keep coming. So
you automatically bear in mind their commitments.’
STUDY BREAKFAST
At both SSR-W and KSV, members regularly meet to study
together, say Hoeboer and Valk. The societies’ premises
have enough rooms for students to ﬁnd a place to study
quietly if they don’t feel like sitting alone at home with
their books. This coming year the boards are going to see
what other needs there are. KSV is pondering the idea of
mentors and a rotation system for books. SSR-W expects
that the study committee will become more and more
important. ‘That committee manages the “trade” in
secondhand books, exams and summaries, and organizes
“degree programme dinners” in which students from different years on the same programme can exchange tips
and books and pass on knowledge during a meal together.
But we expect the committee to become even more active.
By giving workshops for example.’
The name of the game is changing at Ceres too. Kievit:
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‘Of course we are a social club. But one of our tasks is also
to offer our members a bit more than just beer-drinking.’
Last year the society launched a study breakfast. During
revision weeks members could come along to the bar
between 8.00 and 9.30 for a simple breakfast, after which
they would get started on their revision at a decent time.
Kievit: ‘An excuse you hear a lot is: “I do want to study but
I cannot manage to get myself to the university before 12
o’clock.” The breakfast worked like a carrot. There were
always about 40 people at it, so it clearly fulﬁlled a need.’
The society is also considering running a course on study
skills. ‘Talks are going on with KSV about that, but it is still
very early days. We ﬁrst need to check all the possibilities.’
PARTIES
First-years are being looked after too. At KSV, activities
during the introduction time are being planned with
more time in between them. And the inauguration has
been postponed, giving the students more time to get to
know each other. At Ceres the introduction week activities
are compulsory, but they mainly take place before or after
lectures, no alcohol is served and there is a strict closing
time in the evenings.
SSR-W has not adjusted its introduction period in any
way. ‘We did look at whether that was necessary but our
intro is easy to combine with classes.’ The club has deci-

ded to split the activities committee this year so that there
is now a separate Founders’ Day committee. ‘So instead of
6 students working on that, there are now 12. And then it
takes them less time.’
Notwithstanding workshops, mentors and study breakfasts, there is a limit to the responsibilities of a student
society. Kievit: ‘During the introduction period we send
the ﬁrst-years off to bed at some point. But if they then go

‘We are nearly there!’

‘A student society is nice but
in the end your degree programme
is the most important thing’
off into town, that is their business. We have no say in it,
unfortunately.’ The tendency to party late into the night is
familiar to Hoeboer and Valk too. That is why the societies
deliberately do not organize big parties and drinks parties
during revision weeks and exam periods. Hoeboer: ‘But it
is up to students then whether they come to watch a ﬁlm
in the bar or stay at home to study. They are independent
now and they have to decide for themselves whether membership ﬁts into their study plans. For us, kicking out
members who obtain too few study points in their ﬁrst
year would be going much too far.’
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DEVIL’S
ADVOCATE?
Should agriculture become even more intensive in order to feed the fast-growing
world population? Board chair Aalt Dijkhuizen thinks it should, and said so in the
Dutch daily paper Trouw. What does the Wageningen community think?
text: Albert Sikkema & Gaby van Caulil / photo: Guy Ackermans

Edith Lammerts van Bueren

Hans van Trijp

professor (by special appointment) of
Organic Plant Breeding
‘I agree that we will soon have nine
billion mouths to feed and that meeting this growth is a huge challenge.
And yes, to do so agriculture will
need to become more productive.
But that doesn’t mean that Dutch agriculture should intensify in the form of factory farms and that we should export food to China. That is not a sustainable solution; it is
better to produce the food in the same place it is consumed. A far more effective approach is to help farmers in
developing countries, who now produce half a tonne of
wheat per hectare, to increase their productivity to three
or four tonnes using local resources and improved breeds.
There is still scope for improving productivity, for instance by enriching the soils with organic material. Dijkhuizen chooses the intensive model and takes a selective view
of its environmental beneﬁts. Pity.’

professor of Marketing
‘Broadly speaking I agree with Dijkhuizen. If you want to feed two billion more people you either have to
decrease demand per capita or increase the supply. Demand can be inﬂuenced by promoting meat substitutes. Certainly worth doing, but a difﬁcult task. And in attempting to increase supply one runs into issues of land
scarcity, and environmental and animal welfare
standards. What you want is lots of food per hectare with a
low environmental impact. I notice that people are quick
to talk about intensive agriculture in black and white
terms: intensive agriculture is either bad and ugly, or it is
good. As long as you go on seeing intensive and sustainable agriculture as incompatible, you are heading for a
dead end. Instead we should be looking to ﬁnd a new balance for sustainable and highly productive agriculture.
We cannot feed the whole world, but we can feed part of it
and you don’t want to give up your agricultural exports.
And you can export your knowledge.’

Thomas Slinkert
second-year student of Agricultural
and Bioresource Engineering
‘I’ve considered all of the positions
and I’m trying to decide what I think
myself. Dijkhuizen is right when he
says that intensive agriculture uses
less land and resources. But there is
more to sustainability than that: it includes things like
animal welfare and biodiversity. I agree that on a global level agriculture needs to be intensiﬁed in order to feed the
world population. But if you take the Dutch system as an
example, it would be good to include legislation for animal welfare and biodiversity.’

David Kleijn
researcher at Alterra
‘Aalt has a one-dimensional approach to a complex problem. I endorse
his argument that intensive agriculture can be improved upon in other
parts of the world such as large areas
of Africa, Asia, and South America.
There farmers are still affected by diseases, pests, and
weeds. But in the Netherlands we have reached maximum
capacity, we really stand out globally. Agriculture here is
highly efﬁcient but that comes at the expense of biodiver-
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sity. In North-western Europe you must look for smart solutions. If you increase the proportion of organic materials in the soil by just a few percent you need 50 kilos less
nitrogen in the form of fertilizer per hectare. These kinds
of smart solutions are the way ahead for Dutch agriculture.’

Evelien de Olde
VHL student and chair of the
Boerengroep [farmers’] foundation
‘It is a pity that Aalt Dijkhuizen has
not done justice to the diversity of
opinions in Wageningen. We work
together to shape students’ critical skills and ﬁnd solutions to the food crisis; there is no single truth or solution.
The opening of the academic year should also convey this
message. In future, as far as we are concerned, it should
be more critical, diverse, and inspiring.’

Wijnand Sukkel
researcher in sustainable food
systems at PPO
‘Organic farming, or a modern version of it, can provide for the world’s
food needs as well. It too focuses on
economics, food production, and reducing pollution, but it also pays attention to long term sustainability, fair trade, and health.
Many organic principles, such as soil management, can
be applied to conventional agriculture. And the organic
sector can learn from the modern techniques being ap-

plied in intensive agriculture. In other words, I am in favour of dialogue.’

Aalt Dijkhuizen

Students demonstrate in the
Forum against Aalt Dijkhuizen’s statements.

Chair of the executive board of
Wageningen UR
‘Let me make one thing clear: we do
not have to opt for one system to the
exclusion of all others. The challenge
lies precisely in developing a hybrid
approach in which elements from various different systems can reinforce each other. But with
the common aim of being able to produce more good food
for an affordable price. I want to bring in some facts that I
feel are missing from the current debate. There are many
sides to highly productive agriculture, for example the
question of how sustainable you can be while remaining
highly productive. Because you cannot approach the
world food problem from one angle alone. I have noticed
that the prevailing view is in danger of tipping in favour of
exclusively extensive agriculture. And I consider that a
dangerous development, especially if it means that we no
longer want to support our current system of highly productive agriculture. That would not be good for the Dutch
agri-food sector, it would not be good for Wageningen UR
and it would not be good for the Netherlands. In this country we have learned how to produce good quality food on a
small land surface. That knowledge is an export product
that is not to be sneezed at. So it is a great opportunity to
use it to make food production sustainable on a global
scale.’
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‘THEY WERE PEEING DRUNKENLY
FROM THE SHED ROOF’
Noisy Introweek parties, echoing
new buildings and neighbours
with young children. A cocktail
that guarantees a ﬂood of complaints about Idealis’s new
student residences.
The row of student houses on the
Ben van Londenstraat looks like an
ordinary street: 19 neat terraced
houses ﬂanked by similar blocks of
houses for families. And there lies
the rub. Since the students moved
into their new homes on 18 July,
their neighbours have regularly come face to face with the irregular
habits of the typical student. As a
result the complaints have been
ﬂooding in – with noise as the
number one grouse.
In the Jan Jordenstraat – directly behind the new student homes –
the dissatisfaction is hard to miss.
‘It sounded just like a House party
yesterday afternoon and night’,
says resident Tanja Bitter. ‘It is especially the young students who
think, let the good times roll.’ Her
neighbour Sanne chips in: ‘Not
long ago on one occasion they were peeing drunkenly from the shed
roof.’ To make matters worse, the
new building echoes so badly that
the smallest sound is magniﬁed.
Sanna: ‘If students are chatting in

Two photos from the Ben van Londenstraat’s Facebook page. On the right you can see how close the student block
(front right) is to a family home.

the evenings it feels as though they
are sitting in your garden.’ Sanna
and Tanja do not want to tar all the
students with the same brush
though. Two or three houses are
responsible for most of the nuisance. The other students respond
with understanding when they are
asked to turn the volume down a
bit. ‘The residents of one house
even came round to say they were
having a housewarming party’,
says Tanja. They feel the solution
lies in clear rules of conduct laid
down by Idealis. Sanne: ‘And luckily it will soon be winter and then it
is too cold to sit outside.’
Student Joeri Groot is one of the
new residents. ‘We got complaints

straightaway in the ﬁrst week’, he
says. ‘We were sitting in the garden
playing games and we just went inside.’ After that, together with two
other SSR-W houses, they did their
best to create good relations with
the neighbours. They invited them
all over for drinks and gave one telephone number as a point of contact.’ That helped.
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING
But for other students the complaints led to intervention from
Idealis. The student housing provider is on the case, says head of resident affairs Jan Harkema. ‘We take this extremely seriously. We are
in touch with tenants, and those

about whom we receive complaints in particular. The caretaker
and a neighbourhood police agent
have been round too.’ And the students received a letter outlining rules of conduct.
Student Marijn Albers is one of
those who have received a warning.
If he and his housemates do not
smarten up their act they will be
evicted from their rooms, Idealis
informed them. Albers does not
think this is entirely fair. The complaint was vague and was not speciﬁcally directed at them. But the
letter from Idealis has made an impression on them. ‘The warning has
no consequences right now, but we
will have to watch our step.’ RR

Talking to the ancestors
He does not see himself as an
irrational new-agey type. But
Jordi’s aim is to help indigenous
people defend their beliefs about
the world. He is in South Korea
this week to run workshops
about and for spiritual leaders.
‘Who are we to say that their
worldview world doesn’t make
sense?’
Jordi van Oort is attending the
IUCN World Conservation Congress on the South Korean island

of Jeju. The conference is about
nature conservation and quality of
life. Jordi, an MSc student of Forest
and Nature Policy is doing an internship with the Sacred Natural
Sites Initiative, where he is researching ways of defending the interests of local indigenous peoples.
‘In Russia the government wants
to lay down oil and gas pipelines,
and the local population has to
make way for those. Or take northwest Ghana, where the Dagara tribe lives. They maintain contact

with their ancestors through the
natural world, and have done so
for generations. Now they have to
make way for gold-mining.’ It amazes Jordi that such things are happening all around the globe. ‘They
are often areas where there are mineral resources in the ground, or
strategically desirable places.’
Jordi has mixed feelings about
nature religions. ‘In Africa many
different groups talk to their
ancestors and make decisions
based on what they tell them. I ﬁnd

that very interesting but when a tribal chief told me they could teach
me to do it too, I was not sure I really wanted that. To be honest I
ﬁnd it a bit spooky. It is a whole
different world to the one I was
used to at the university. Recently I
often ﬁnd myself thinking, why
shouldn’t these people’s way of
thinking be allowed? They’ve been
thinking that way for years and
who are we to say that their worldSvG
view doesn’t make sense?’
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‘I could happily
stay here six years’
No sharing hotel rooms with six
students to a room this year. No
being tucked away in a bungalow
park in Hoenderloo either. The
new batch of international
students lives in a peaceful,
green residential neighbourhood
in Bennekom, in a former nursing
home for the elderly. And they
are loving it.
‘Everything is perfect,’ says Sylvia
Bhatasara from Zimbabwe. ‘My
room is nice; I have my own shower and toilet - fantastic. And the
kitchen is also great. It’s all so new
and well maintained; I had no idea
that it was previously occupied by
seniors.’ Tom Banks from GB has
already explored the whole building. On the top ﬂoor he discovered a room with a sign saying library. ‘When I went in it turned out a
student was living there too!’
The students live in rooms
which used to serve various purposes, from a nurse station to a pool

room or a hairdresser’s. In the
communal area ping pong has replaced bingo. The former common
room has been turned into a spacious kitchen, with nearly thirty metres of kitchen counters and a kitchen island with twenty cookers.
There are about 5 white plastic tables and chairs, well below the
room’s maximum capacity.
Around mealtimes the students assemble in the common room to eat
and socialize together.

International students are very contented in the former nursing home
Beringhem. Photo Guy Ackermans

CHICKENS
‘It’s a very homely place to live’,
says Cecilia Zagaria from Italy. ‘We
are already growing some basil in
the kitchen and who knows, maybe we’ll start keeping some chickens out on our downstairs neighbours’ roof.’ Chinese student Jin
Wentao is enjoying the homely atmosphere too. ‘My neighbours are
good fun, it’s nice to live with people from different countries, to
cook and eat with them. The area

around Beringhem is very
pleasant, so living here feels good.’
The students have even found
their own local pub. ‘We often go
to the pub in Bennekom, the one
with the red ﬂags and the orange
gnomes outside,’ says Russian student Farhad Rakhmatov. ‘You can
get a beer for one euro there,’ explains Tom Banks.
There are some disadvantages.
Jin has to cycle a long way to building 307 at the Dreijen where she

Tom Banks: ‘On the top ﬂoor there is a room
with a sign saying ‘library’. When I went in
there turned out to be student living there
too’

Jin Wentao: The view and the area around
Beringhem are very pleasant, so living here
feels good.’

has classes. Sylvia does not have a
bicycle yet which makes getting to
the Forum quite tricky. But moving
elsewhere? No, for the time being
they would not consider it. ‘I would
like to keep living here for the next
six years, for my bachelors and my
masters,’ says the satisﬁed Farhad.
‘I feel safe because elderly people
live nearby. If there are thieves in
the area the seniors will call the
Suzanne Overbeek
police.’

Farhad Rakhmatov: . ‘I feel safe because
elderly people live nearby. If there are
thieves in the area the seniors will call the
police.’
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SOCIALLY MINDED
Left-wing investors are more socially minded than right-wing ones,
reports research from the University of Maastricht. Left-wingers
invest more sustainably than rightwingers and more of them are
organ donors too. But right-wingers give more, on average, to charity: 847 euros as opposed to 807
euros. Figures have been adjusted
for income, assets etc. Nevertheless, labour party (PvdA) voters
come out as the most generous,
donating an average of 1022 euros.
Right-wing PVV and VVD voters
follow at 977 and 865 euros respectively. The socialist SP party
brings up the rear with a budgetconscious 486 euros per person.
The research does not tell us what
we should think of the results.

SQUATTING
We are already familiar with ‘no
squatting on the toilet’ stickers in
Wageningen. Cleaners at Eindhoven Uni also regularly see footprints on the toilet rim. No half
measures at the technical university. Two squatting toilets are being
installed for people who prefer not
to sit on the loo. Male students
have asked for a urinal too.

HEADSTART

Vietnamese and Japanese biologists have discovered a ﬁsh in the
Mekong delta which has its penis
on its head. After due consideration it has been named Phallostethus cuulong. Its sexual organ,
with which it holds onto the female
ﬁsh, hangs oﬀ its throat. Could give
Phallostethus a headstart.

OUCH
A 19-year-old student spent two
hours trapped in the gap between
two buildings. When he went onto
the roof for a breath of fresh air (or
a leak) he fell 4.5 metres down a
gap 20 cm wide. Luckily his loud
screams drew attention to his
plight. It took the emergency services two hours to free him.
Cheers, mate. Another round?

VeSte wants a new party on the student council
With Pulse gone, VeSte is the
only student party remaining on
the Wageningen student council.
Sitting pretty? Not at all. In fact,
the student representatives are
working hard to raise a competitor.
‘We represent a broad spectrum of
students. VeSte is principally a party for active students, but now we
have to represent every student.
Often that will not pose a problem;
after all every student wants a good
education. But, by way of example,
when we are dealing with the Stu-

dent Financial Support Regulation, we are obliged to represent our
grass roots. And that means the
large student associations,’ says
VeSte council member Anneriek
Simons. ‘We plan to give VeSte a
high proﬁle and clear identity in
the coming year. We hope that people who have never previously considered joining the student council
will realise that vacancies have
opened up that they can ﬁll.’

Christian associations and other
students who feel the party does
not represent them. Breathing
new life into Pulse is not an obvious step. ‘That group did not manage to keep the party going last
year,’ says Anneriek. ‘I cannot see
the logic in asking the very same
people whether they want to start
a new party. Having said that, if
anyone is keen to revive Pulse, we
will back them to the hilt.’
LvdN

PULSE
VeSte is appealing to study associations, international student clubs,

Marlies Bos (the left-wing ﬂuﬀy type) and Jillis Herweijer (the right-wing Hooray Henry type)
rarely see eye to eye on matters of politics, the environment or student life.

FOR & AGAINST
Proposition: Aalt Dijkhuizen’s plea for
intensive agriculture is inappropriate

MARLIES: Of course everyone is entitled to their
own opinion on the question of food security and
intensive agriculture. That includes Aalt Dijkhuizen. However, Aalt Dijkhuizen represents a university which houses many different opinions on the
topic. He is well aware of this himself and that is
why I think it is somewhat inappropriate that he
should so loudly proclaim his own (in my eyes rather simplistic) view, as if everyone within the
WUR thinks the same way. A lot more subtlety and
particularly recognition of the many differing
views, especially within the WUR, would have been
more appropriate. As well as mentioning: this is
my personal opinion, within my university many
think differently. That would show much more respect towards your own colleagues.
JILLIS RESPONDS: Dijkhuizen is not just announcing his ‘opinion’ but also supporting it with a scientiﬁc source. That science is a dynamic phenomenon, in which today’s knowledge can be superseded tomorrow, is clear. The lack of a scientiﬁc consensus does not seem, to me, to be an impediment to Dijkhuizen providing a well-founded
contribution to an ongoing debate. In the end it is
about cold hard facts and not emotion-based opinions.

JILLIS: At the opening of the academic year Aalt Dijkhuizen made a number of controversial claims about
the intensiﬁcation of agriculture and food supplies
which have caused consternation in Wageningen.
The storm of collective indignation this has raised
amazes me. It seems to me that a functionary charged with giving such a year opening speech should
actually say something substantive, rather than merely trotting out some obligatory platitudes. Besides,
it is the director’s task to keep the debate running, or
indeed open it. The fact that so many people saw it
as a personal attack proves it is important that somebody like Dijkhuizen should keep the debate lively.
The emotional nature of many of the reactions indicates that, for some, the topic seems to have taken
on a dogmatic, almost religious nature; a bad sign as
one expects scientists to have a less blinkered view of
the world.
MARLIES RESPONDS: Keeping the debate running is
good, but starting a debate by simply announcing
your own opinion in public, without taking into account that a large number of your own colleagues
disagree, is, in my view, the wrong approach. Far better to conduct an internal debate, and make clear to
the outside world that there are multiple different visions within the WUR.
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AS GREEN AS APPLIED SCIENCE GETS. New ﬁrst-years (and anyone else who was interested) at Van Hall Larenstein in Velp were treated to an open
air lecture during the introduction week. After a ‘Fun at Larenstein’ day ﬁlled with icebreaker games, it was time to get the brains ticking. In an
informal attempt at the record for the greenest classroom in the Netherlands, three teachers gave a lecture on various facets of the Larenstein
LvdN, photo Guy Ackermans
estate. But after all the activity, for some students it was the perfect moment to relax and soak up the sunshine.

‘DIJKHUIZEN NEVER TAKES ANY NOTICE OF WHAT ANYONE ELSE THINKS’

Who? Suzanna van der Meer
What? Student of International
Development Studies
Why? Organized the ‘WTF Aalt’
demonstration prompted by Dijkhuizen’s interview in Trouw

How did you hit on the idea of a demonstration?
‘On Monday evening we were discussing the interview
with a group of friends. We felt it was totally unacceptable that Aalt Dijkhuizen had made a unilateral statement of this nature on behalf of the entire university.
He is entitled to his own opinion about intensive farming, but then he needs to speak for himself. We wanted to make it known that the whole organization
does not endorse his views. What’s more, the employees council was opposed to his reappointment in
2010. So he is really out of order.’
Satisﬁed with the result?
‘We wanted to beneﬁt from the momentum and get
the media involved. That meant acting quickly, which

meant the demonstration did not have time to grow.
Nevertheless, we made the front page of De Gelderlander and got a lot of favourable reactions. This week we
will be talking to Aalt Dijkhuizen. So yes, we are very
satisﬁed.’

What are you all going to say to him?
‘We think it would be wise to stick to the facts. I’m
keen to see whether we can make an impact. Dijkhuizen never usually takes any notice of what anyone else
thinks. If something like this happens again, we won’t
be waving a banner like naive students. We will look
into taking legal action. Or we will take the matter to
the Supervisory Board.’ LvdN
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>> CULT
What? Deal, the new ﬁlm by Dutch director Eddy Terstall
Where? Heerenstraat cinema Wageningen/CineMec Ede
When? From 13 September

New Terstall is vintage
‘What would you pay for me, just for one time,’ barmaid Sara (Roberta Petzoldt) teasingly asks one of her regulars, Midas (Teun Kuilboer). Shocked
and a little shy he swivels on his stool. But he does answer her: he would
like to sleep with her for two thousand euros. ‘Deal,’ says Sara. How do
they deal with this embarrassing agreement when they meet again in the
sober light of day?
That is the premise from which Eddy Terstall’s (Simon, SEXtet) newest
ﬁlm Deal starts, the ﬁrst creation over which he has enjoyed complete creative control. This is because, for the ﬁrst time, Terstall ﬁnanced his movie
through crowdfunding and sponsorship. The director chose this approach
after growing frustrated by slow broadcasters and subsidisers. For instance, it has been four years since his last ﬁlm Vox Populi came out.
Deal is, in many ways, vintage Terstall. The main characters are young people and they talk about relationships. The grand themes from his last few
ﬁlms (euthanasia, populism) have been abandoned. The ﬁreworks are provided by the actors who get lots of dialogue in unhurried conversation
scenes. And you are left wondering until the very end whether the tentative, teasing main characters will actually end up in bed.
According to Terstall, and many critics, Deal may be his best yet, so be sure to
go see it, from 13 September at the Herenstraat cinema or CineMec. RR

>> THE WORKS
CATCHING BIRDS IN
SWITZERLAND
Who? Tim Heusschen, MSc student of Biology
What? Three-month internship at the University of Zurich
Where? With the Evolution Biology chair group on campus, and in
the ﬁeld
‘The ﬁeld work was the best bit. I had to catch, ring and take blood from
young white-throated dippers. We often spent entire days in the ﬁeld
from nine to ﬁve, and did several nests in a day. We caught the young
birds in the nests and the parent birds with ﬁnely meshed nets. Catching the adult birds could certainly be difﬁcult at times, as they are
fast and smart.
My loveliest experience was when we found a nest underneath a railway
bridge, six metres above a small river. One of the young, a ﬂuffy little
thing that couldn’t ﬂy yet, fell into the water when my supervisor was
getting it out of the nest. I ran downstream like a madman, pulling off
my jacket and sweater as I ran, and dived into the river to save it. We
dried him off with a couple of tissues. A couple of weeks later, when I
was back in the Netherlands, they saw him ﬂy out of the nest.
The University of Zurich is huge, with loads of different programmes,
but it’s very nice. Researchers work together with the Swiss ﬂora and
fauna services, so there is enough to do for biologists or plant and animal scientists. My department was small and everyone interacted in a

very relaxed way. There were plenty of people I could ask
if I had questions. And there were frequent ‘science lunches’, where
you could raise your problems and they would be discussed.
Switzerland is a beautiful country but, unfortunately, it is pretty expensive. I had a tremendous stroke of luck with my room. After a long search
I ended up in the home of two ex-professors who thought what I was
doing was very interesting. I paid 500 euros a month for the room, which
was dirt cheap compared with other student rooms in Zurich. If you
shop selectively at the supermarket, and have a public transport discount card and a grant, you can last quite a while, but 8 euros for a beer
or 40 euros for an hour’s train journey does hurt your purse.’ MvdH

RESOURCE — 13 September 2012

(5(6SLQGG



service << 29
in memoriam

announcements
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.

EMMA <<
Helpless in Hospital
I had a new experience this week, Dutch hospitals. So far my
encounters with Dutch doctors had been far from positive,
but this allowed me to regain a little faith in the national
medical system.
‘So, Miss Holmes, what happened to you exactly?’ asked a
pretty secretary with ﬂaming red hair, as she looked at a rather shabby Jerome and me. He wore ripped jeans and I looked
like I was in my pyjamas.
‘I ask because, here in the Netherlands, we are trying to prevent accidents happening in the future’ she continued with a
smile. As we shot each other a meaningful look, I noticed
that Jerome’s eyebrow had risen slightly.
‘Can you prevent chronic stupidity?’ I grimaced.
‘No, why?’
‘Let me explain’ and explain I did. A long-winded and detailed explanation of the afternoon’s events, which came to
one simple conclusion…
‘So, basically, you fell over your own feet?’ she prompted.
‘That’s it’ Jerome intervened, he couldn’t help smiling when I
grunted something rude in French to him.
Jerome and I were placed in a cubicle and I was taken to and
from different rooms for X-rays and general poking. A nurse
stared at my ankle, it was slowly turning into a bulging blue
lump. He announced that there were no broken bones but
that I had stretched the ligaments in my ankle, something,
apparently, you are not meant to do.
Sending me home with a plea to rest, which Jerome promised
him I would do, and a high dosage of painkillers, he wished
me a swift recovery but pointed out that that wasn’t going to
happen. I thanked him as I hobbled off with my ever faithful
Jerome.
‘Want to play football when we get home?’ he asked, innocently.
Well, at least he makes me laugh!

Emma Holmes

Ton Visser
On Wednesday 30 August Ton Visser
passed away, aged 58. Ton had been
ill for some months but his sudden
death was completely unexpected.
Ton worked for ASG in the Incoming Goods & Warehouse department in Lelystad, which he ran
with a colleague. In 1970 Ton
joined what was then the Spelderholt poultry research institute in
Beekbergen to work in Purchasing
and Reproduction. He progressed
to become head of the warehouse
there. When the institutes merged
and moved to Lelystad, Ton went
back to working as a purchasing
oﬃcer. But he remained keen on
the idea of warehouse manager, as
is clear from the fact that Ton opted to work in the warehouse as
soon as the opportunity arose. By
switching jobs a number of times
in this way, Ton was able to acquire considerable experience in
purchasing goods, receiving them
and distributing them internally experience that was useful to our
organization. Nearly everyone in
the institute got to know Ton in the
course of the 42 years he worked
there, in part because Ton was always so ready to help. Staﬀ knew
they could go to him for advice because he knew so much about so
many products. Within the department, Ton was always ready to
lend a hand if someone else was
absent or if things got particularly
busy. Not only was he very friendly, he was also focussed on ﬁnding
a solution and always took a practical approach. In losing Ton, we
are losing a valued colleague.
Our sincerest thoughts are with his
wife, children and family as they
cope with this great loss.
Peter Tamboer, ASG Facility Management

SHARE and WEP information evening
Interested to hear what the SHARE
and WEP organizations do and how
you can help? Then come to the information evening at 19.00h on
Monday 17 September in the Building with the Clock (Generaal Foulkesweg 37, next to the Herbarium)
to hear all about these organizations, their events and members.
Non-students are also more than
welcome!
An information evening is being
held at 19.00h on Monday 17 September. It is about SHARE (Sustainably Happy Realists) and WEP
(Wageningen Environmental Platform), both environmental organizations. SHARE targets Wageningen’s inhabitants while WEP focuses speciﬁcally on the university
and its students.
Both organizations will give presentations. Afterwards there will
be drinks and snacks to let you get
to know the members in an informal atmosphere.
Curious? You can register via
info@sharewageningen.org or
wep@wur.nl.
NSK AUDITIONS
There will be new auditions in October 2012 for the Dutch Student
Chamber Choir (NSK) in all the major student towns. This year, for
the ﬁrst time, the renowned Flemish conductor Kurt Bikkembergs
will be running the project. The
concert programme ‘Angels & Demons’ is all about the contrast
between good and evil. The programme features angelic singing
mixed with devilish harmonies in
works by Benjamin Britten, Eric
Whitacre, Veljo Tormis and Robbie
Williams. It is a very diverse programme, highlighting the extremes
of the heavenly and the hellish.
The auditions will be held on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
from 17 through to 26 October in
Groningen, Utrecht, Leiden, The
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Hague, Amsterdam, Eindhoven,
Nijmegen, Enschede and Utrecht.
INFO (DATES, TIMES): WWW.NSKK.NL OR
KOORCOMMISSARIS@NSKK.NL.

Exhibition in Het Koetshuis gallery
Work by three artists is on show in
an exhibition entitled ‘Ode to the
river and the surrounding countryside’. Fritska van Dorsten is presenting marble sculptures, Inger
Palm is exhibiting acrylic paintings and Marianne Zwaansdijk is
showing watercolours.
The exhibition runs until 30 September. The gallery is linked to De
Casteelse Poort museum, Bowlespark 1a.
WWW.CASTEELSEPOORT.NL

Crash course
Invitation for the crash course on
WU Education: Governance, Policy
and Organization on September
12, 19.30 -22.00 hours, Forum
Building, VIP rooms. Lecturer: Tiny
Van Boekel, Education Institute director. The PC course focuses on
very general topics - governance
and organization of Wageningen
University - through to very speciﬁc information - what are the
tasks, responsibilities and authorities of a PC and its members. The
second part is about the main
agenda items of PCs: the annual
EMC, the EER and the system of accreditation of study programmes &
the internal quality assurance system.
SUBSCRIBE BY SENDING AN EMAIL TO
MARITA.KLEFKEN@WUR.NL

Lost harvest, wasted food
Short course ‘Lost harvest, wasted
food - managing the crop supply
chain for increased food security’
Wageningen Centre for Development Innovation will be giving the
2-week short course on ‘Lost harvest, wasted food - managing the
crop supply chain for increased
food security’ from 22 October - 2
November 2012.
Estimates indicate that 30 to 40%
of the food produced globally is
lost post-harvest or wasted because it’s never consumed.
In this course, we will look at how
to reduce the amount of ‘missing’
food through minimizing losses,
reducing food waste and exploring

alternative uses. During the course
we will critically analyse the supply chain, and design sustainable
alternatives with special attention
to harvest practices, storage, spoilage and food waste management.
PhD students are welcome to participate in the course.
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION:
WWW.CDI.WUR.NL/UK/NEWSAGENDA/AGENDA/
LOST_HARVEST_AND_WASTED_FOOD.HTM

agenda
Saturday 15 September, 17.00h

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS FOR
WATER SPORTS CLUB VADA
VADA will be giving a public concert from a platform in the marina,
which you can listen to from the
ARGO and ’t STEK premises.
Programme: 17.00h ‘Water Music’
by Handel, performed by The Wageningen Symphony Orchestra
(HWSO) with conductor Frank
Adams; 17.40h ‘Fireworks’ by Handel, performed by HWSO in collaboration with the VADA Shanty
Choir; 18.15h Intermezzo by the
percussion group The Missing
Sticks; 18.45h the WUR big band
The Sound of Science with conductor Guus Tangelder, playing jazz,
blues, funk and Latin; 19.40h end
of the public concert.
WWW.WSV-VADA.NL/

EMMAUS-REGENBOOG ANNUAL
MARKET

the square in front of the subdistrict court and in the Heerenstraat.
Knick-knacks, antiques, small
items, books, music and clothes
will be on sale at around twenty
stalls. The clothes stall will be bigger than ever this year but there
will also be the familiar 50-cents
stall. This year, all the proceeds
from the market will be going to
three projects: the ASKV/Asylum
Seekers Support Centre in Amsterdam; the Watu Wangu foundation
in Kenya that wants to grow tomatoes to support an orphanage; and
the Stichting Emmaus Perspektief,
which wants to set up a new second- hand shop in Roermond.
There will be food and drink available at the annual market in the
Middle Eastern tea tent, as well as
a harpist providing music and a fashion show on the subdistrict
court steps, parading the latest fashions from times gone by.

Traditional annual market held in

INFO: 0317 422140 (WEDNESDAY TO SATURDAY)

megen University. All over Europe
the traditional parties are having
to deal with new political parties
that claim to ‘speak for the people’. Their opponents often accuse
them of being ‘populists’. Are they
doing justice to this new breed of
politicians and how do the latter
diﬀer from the traditional politicians? What is populism exactly and
how does it work? How is it developing in Holland and the rest of
Europe? Do we see populism on
both the right and the left of the
political spectrum? Finally, how
much of a threat is populism actually? Or is populism part and parcel of democracy?
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FILOSOFIECAFEWAGENINGEN

Saturday 22 September,
12.00-16.00h

Language Courses
Starting September 17

Language Services

Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 September, 11.00-17.00h

KUNST WAGENINGEN 2012
Kunst Wageningen is the follow-up
to the Wageningen Art Market. It
oﬀers art aﬁcionados the opportunity to view a wide range of art
works, talk to the artists directly
and buy work without any intermediary. The artists are selected according to strict criteria to ensure
great diversity and a wide range of
techniques and disciplines. Once
again the event is being held in
Theater Junushoﬀ in Wageningen.
Admission is always free.
WWW.KUNSTWAGENINGEN.NL/

Sunday 16 September, 13.00h

WAGENINGEN PHILOSOPHY
CAFÉ
A philosophy event in Café Loburg,
Wageningen. The topic is Populism
and will be introduced by political
philosopher Tim Houwen from Nij-

New!
English
 3UDFWLFDO(QJOLVK,,, ,,,
 $FDGHPLF:ULWLQJ,,, ,,,
Dutch
 'XWFKIRUEHJLQQHUVSDUW, ,,
 'XWFK3OXV
French
 )UHQFK,,,
Spanish
 6SDQLVK,,,

&DPEULGJH
(QJOLVKFRXUVHV

Register now!
,QWHUHVWHGLQDQRWKHUODQJXDJH"
ZZZODQJXDJHVHUYLFHVZXUQO

RESOURCE — 13 september 2012

(5(6SLQGG



service << 31

Wageningen UR zoekt:
PhD Healthy Reformulation of Foods

Have you had
your say yet?

Employee

monitor

2012

AFSG Humane Voeding, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-HNE-0031

Controlled hydrolysis of novel protein sources to improve protein
digestion in ﬁsh
ASG, Aquacultuur & Visserij, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: ASG-DW-AFI-0004

Beleidsmedewerker Internationaal
BC Corporate Education & Research, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: BC-0014

To do!
Fill in until
be r!
18 Se pt em

Two Senior Researcher in Fish/Fisheries research
IMARES Afdeling Visserij, IJmuiden
Vacaturenummer: 0010-6

Ecoloog met statistische kennis
IMARES Afdeling Milieu, Den Helder
Vacaturenummer: IMA MIL0004

Post-doc project - Populating the Benchmarking Atlas to explore
options for sustainable intensiﬁcation of agriculture
PSG Plantaardige Productie Systemen, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-PPS-0008

On 4 September, you received the Employee monitor by e-mail.
Have you taken the survey already?
Do it now! It will only take 10 minutes to complete the survey,
which will be available until 18 September!
The more people take the survey, the more accurate the results
ZLOOEH7KLVZLOOEHQH¿WDOORIXVLQRXUMRLQWHIIRUWVWRLPSURYH
WKHTXDOLW\RIRXUZRUNLQJHQYLURQPHQW
*RWR,QWUDQHWWR¿QGRXWZKDWZHGLGZLWKWKHUHVXOWVRIWKH(PSOR\HH
PRQLWRU,QWUDQHW!3HRSOH!:HOOEHLQJ +HDOWK!(PSOR\HHPRQLWRU

Advisor - Monitoring, Evaluation and Impact Assessment
SSG Centre for Development, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-CDI-0016

Assistant professor in the ﬁeld of Environmental Economics
SSG Milieueconomie en natuurlijke hulpbronnen, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-ENR-0009

PhD position: African economic history

Wil je geen nieuws missen?
Schrijf je op resource.wur.nl in voor de
tweewekelijkse digitale nieuwsbrief.

SSG Agrarische geschiedenis, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-RHI-0001
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ILLUSTRATIE: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Funny Dutch names and their origins
At dinner with some Dutch mates, the conversation suddenly turned to quirky Dutch surnames: Gekkehuis (Madhouse), Naaktgeboren (Born naked), Borst (Breast), Uittenbroek (Out of his Pants) and Spring
in ’t Veld (Jump in the Field). It was fascinating and for a brief moment I wondered how on earth they
can have names with meanings like this, especially in the light of the culture I come from where people
always take care when giving names as they should have nice meanings and attributes.

Many modern Kashmiri names are inspired by crafts or express virtues like piety and honesty. Examples
are Vani (A petty shopkeeper), Dhar (strongman), Khwaja (Lord) and Sadhu (Hindu)/Pir (Muslim). People
give names very seriously as they believe names have a serious effect on your personality and also identify
who you are.
So, what’s the story with Dutch surnames? In 1811, the French, under Napoleon, occupied the Netherlands. They started a census for taxation purposes and forced everyone to have a family name, which was
not a common practice for the Dutch. They thought this would be a temporary measure, and took on
comical or offensive-sounding names as a practical joke on their French occupiers. This may not be true
in all cases as there are names that were aggrandizing rather than demeaning: De Groot (The Great). Van
Dijk is another all-time favourite but boringly enough it refers to the Dutch preoccupation with keeping
sea water out of their clogs rather than to the mother’s sexual preference. My personal favourite is Van
den Berg (from the mountain) as I was born and raised in the Himalayas (Kashmir). So I will probably
consider using it as my surname henceforth. Rashid Kazmi from Pakistan, PhD researcher in Plant Physiology.

Comical or oﬀensive
Dutch surnames were
a practical joke on the
French occupier

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter with
Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl and earn ﬁfty
euro and Dutch candy.
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