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labour of love

>> FLOOR + BIG WAVE SURFING
Floor Quirijns, ﬁsheries researcher at Imares IJmuiden

‘The freedom of being on your surfboard on the sea’
This photo is posed of course. ‘To really do anything, waves need to be at least
one metre high’, explains Floor Quirijns. ‘Then you can really start ﬁghting the
wave as it tries to chuck you off’. But such rollers are not common on the coast
at Ijmuiden, so she often goes abroad. To South American, Morocco or France.
Not at the moment though, due to circumstances (and a baby). ‘But I hope to
RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
get into the swing of it again soon.’
RESOURCE — 30 August 2012
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Resource has to economize like everyone else. Not by 12 billion, but still. Our
income from advertising has plummeted and our costs have gone up since we
started printing the magazine in two languages, last year.
Last Monday we – the publisher and editors – cut our spending by tens of
thousands of euros. We will produce one less issue this year, go over to cheaper
paper, translate less online and stop delivering to Dutch student houses and
residences (so you will have to pick up your copy in the teaching buildings).
Pity? Of course, because we put heart and soul into the magazine and website.
Yet it was easy to decide because there is no alternative and we are not going to
compromise on the quality of the magazine or the website. Our decision is clearly a lot easier than those facing politicians and – in a couple of weeks – Dutch
voters. I ﬁnd it endlessly fascinating: how can you compare such disparate proposals as raising the retirement age, stopping expensive treatments for elderly
patients or letting the budget deﬁcit go on rising? You have to fall back on intuition because it is impossible to choose rationally.
Gaby van Caulil

>> What do ﬁrst-years think of student societies?
Bunch of yobbos or friends for life? | p.22
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The Animal Sciences Group is
considering concentrating
livestock farming research in
Wageningen. This would mean
Wageningen UR Livestock Research relocating from Lelystad to
Wageningen.
This is what staff have been told
by the directors. The relocation is
included in the ASG’s strategic
plan but no decision has been ta-

ken as yet. According to the plan,
the ASG directors and the Central
Veterinary Institute (CVI) will
remain in Lelystad, as will the
Livestock Research groups whose
work is closely linked to the CVI in
Lelystad.
&$0386
Some of the livestock researchers
are already working on the Wageningen campus, in Triton. The ASG
wants closer collaboration
between the university’s animal
scientists and DLO as this would
improve what it has to offer to

clients. Four major breeding organizations said earlier this year that
they want to concentrate their R&D
on the campus. The idea is that
collaboration between the university and contract researchers will
strengthen the ASG’s position in
the Agrifood top sector.
Livestock Research is currently
housed in a building that is too big
and no longer affordable. Last
year, the ASG investigated the option of concentrating animal research in Lelystad but that turned
out not to be feasible. $6

%5,1*217+('81*

7KHRYDQGHU/HHKDVDOUHDG\UHFHLYHGDQDYDODQFKHRIPDLO(QYHORSHVVWXŉZLWKUDWGURSSLQJVDUHFRPLQJLQIURPDOO
FRUQHUVRIWKHFRXQWU\1RWKLVLVQRWKDWHPDLOEXWVROLFLWHGPDLODQGDOOLQWKHLQWHUHVWVRIVFLHQFH9DQGHU/HHDQG
KLVFROOHDJXHV%DVWLDDQ0HHUEXUJDQG0DUJDYDQ*HQW3HO]HUDLPWRVWXG\WKH'1$LQWKHGURSSLQJVWRJHWDSLFWXUH
RIWKHUHVLVWDQFHRIZLOGUDWVWRUDWSRLVRQ0RUHWKDQSRVWFRGHDUHDVDUHDOUHDG\UHSUHVHQWHG VHHZZZEUXLQUDW
QOD'XWFKZHESDJH 2QHVPDUWDOHFVHQWLQDZKROHUDW$GHDGRQHOXFNLO\0HHUEXUJDLPVDWFRQWULEXWLRQV
DQGDSSHDOVWRDOO:85FROOHDJXHVWRGRWKHLUELWIRUWKHFDXVH 5.SKRWR*X\$FNHUPDQV

è'(*5((352*5$00(
352027,21,6
%($5,1*)58,7é
ð 5HFUXLWPHQWXSSHUFHQWIRU
VRFLDOVFLHQFHV
ð è6WXGHQWVDQGOHFWXUHUVDUHRXU
EHVWDPEDVVDGRUVé

The strong growth of social sciences
at Wageningen is due to the extra effort being made in recruitment and
promotion, says communication advisor Mirjam Troost. Currently, Business and Consumer Studies has more than 70 percent more provisional
registrations than at this time last
year, while Applied Communication
Science has around 50 percent more.
This is evident from ﬁgures from Studielink, the body that records registrations by ﬁrst-year students.
‘As well as the general student recruitment campaign , we have undertaken extra promotional activities to
build awareness of the programmes,’
reports Troost. ‘Visitor numbers to
open days and Prospective Students’
Days have been rising sharply in recent years. Now this has translated
into the large number of ﬁrst-year
students.’
:25'ɺ2)ɺ0287+$'9(57,6,1*
Some 100 new students have
registered for Business and Consumer Studies, an increase of about 40
on last year. With this boost in numbers, this programme is now among
the university’s top three most popular programmes. It trails only Biology,
and Nutrition and Health.
‘Our students and lecturers are
our best ambassadors. And, of
course, at Business and Consumer
Studies we are dealing with consumer scientists, people who can ably
assist school pupils through the various phases of choosing a programme,’ says Troost.
According to Troost, word-ofmouth advertising appears to be the
best instrument. With student numbers rising, she expects this effect only to increase. ‘Our programmes are
also rated highly by our current students. Within their category of similar programmes, nearly all of our programmes come ﬁrst in the higher
education guide 2012.’ /YG1
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UHFWHGIURPFXUUHQWZHEVLWHV
ð 1RGHFLVLRQ\HWRQHPDLO
DGGUHVVHV

From Tuesday 25 September, 503
of the more than 700 Wageningen
UR websites will get a new look
and a new web address. All the
website addresses will start with

wageningenur.nl. So Alterra.wur.nl
will become wageningenur.nl/Alterra.
‘The current website is outdated’, explains Yno Papen, manager
of the internet project. ‘The new
one makes its starting point the
structure of the organization rather than that of the user. For
example, at the moment, people
surﬁng for information about bees
need to know that they should look

under PRI. On Google too, information will be easier to ﬁnd if you
work with logical subdomains,
such as wageningenur.nl/Alterra.’
Papen mentions a second reason for changing the URL. ‘It makes for better communication if
the name of your URL is the same
as that of your organization, in this
case wageningenur.nl.’
The transition from wau.nl to
wur.nl six years ago generated a lot

of work and frustration for researchers. They had to adjust their addresses themselves and noticed a
dip in their accessibility. Papen:
‘We are solving that with the technology. All operational website will
use redirects which will be permanently active.’ The sufﬁx on the
email addresses will remain wur.nl
for the present because automatizing access to scientiﬁc databases
seems to be complicated. *Y&

LQEULHI
ǋǋ23(1,1*

,PSXOVH
The oﬃcial opening of Impulse, the new
debating and meeting centre in building
114 on campus, will take place on Monday 3 September. Board chairman and
Gelderland representative Annemieke
Traag will speak from 11 to 11.30 am. Afterwards there will be a fair that includes demonstrations of 3D printing and a
virtual supermarket. Around two hundred people have been invited to the opening from among the new ‘residents’
StartLife, KLV (professional match) and
Studium Generale. Impulse opened its
doors informally some months ago. It
seems to be a success in terms of interest as it has already received about 400
RR
bookings.
ǋǋ:62

$ULRQVROG
The university has sold Arion on the Niemeijerstraat. The university, which owned the mansion on the edge of central
Wageningen, does not wish to comment

at this point other than to say it is satisﬁed with the result. Apparently the buyer
is a private individual from Wageningen.
The sale took the form of bids via a solicitor as this was expected to work best
given current market conditions. The
process came to an end this week. The
listed building was home to the Wageningen student union for decades. <G+

ǋǋ$332,170(17

<RXQJHVWSURIHVVRU
Dolf Weijers becomes personal professor
of the Biochemistry of Plant Development on 1 September. Weijers studies
the construction of stem cells in plants.
He has been on the receiving end of two
major grants, a VIDI grant and an ERC
starting grant. Weijers, who turned 36
this month, will now be the youngest
professor in Wageningen. The second
youngest professor is German geo-information scientist Martin Herold (37).
Herold was only 34 when we was appointed to a chair. *Y&
ǋǋ678'(17

%LJJHUPRUWJDJHV
Banks and insurance ﬁrms acknowledge
that student loans are not the same as
loans for a ﬂashy car. So they are going
to be given less weight in the calculations for the maximum mortgage someone is allowed. It emerged in July that
mortgage providers currently see student debts as consumer credit. As a
result the maximum mortgage that these
students are allowed drops by thousands
of euros. +23

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ
)LQH
For a moment it looked as though the slow student ﬁne
would be swept from the table but the negotiations of the
last week have come to nothing. No way has been found of
making up the lost income in the books of caretaker state
secretary Zijlstra.
This faux pas in The Hague can be blamed on election
rhetoric and political backbiting. ‘I guarantee that not a
single student will have to pay the ﬁne’, CDA spokesman
De Rouwe had declared just a few days earlier. And more
than 3000 euros is a lot of money.
The regulation is unfair to students affected by it this year
because you can’t just change the rules halfway through
the game. Besides, it seems that it won’t actually serve any
purpose as a lot of students will have no option but to
drop out, which in economic terms is tantamount to a
loss of investment. But to me there is another more important reason: I think the adopted incentive is wrong on
principle. I do not believe in ﬁnes of this sort, just as I do
not believe in stricter punishments. These things lead to
hardening and polarization.
The same goes for the reward the VVD is promising
‘hard workers’ in our country. According to their party
leader, I will get 1000 euros extra in May 2014, exactly the
same as my neighbour, because he has a job too and is
therefore a ‘hard worker’. My neighbour across the street
is unemployed and no matter how hard he works at it, he
cannot get a job. A VVD election poster in our streets
reads, ‘Roll up your sleeves instead of holding out your
hand.’ For everybody’s sake, I am hoping for a good
election result. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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Election programmes from a Wageningen perspective
ð :KRUHDGVDQ\RIWKH'XWFKQDWLRQDOHOHFWLRQPDQLIHVWRV"/HWDORQHDOORIWKHP:HOO5HVRXUFHGLG:HORRNHGDWWKHPIURPD:DJHQLQJHQ
SHUVSHFWLYH:KDWGRWKHPDMRUSDUWLHVZDQWIRUUHVHDUFKHGXFDWLRQDQGQDWXUH"7KHLUSURPLVHVJLYHFDXVHIRURSWLPLVP

5(6($5&+
*Long live science! All the parties want to increase funding for scientiﬁc research. Things
are looking up for basic research in particular.
‘We oppose the trend of making scientists focus on research that brings immediate economic beneﬁt’, says the Socialist Party (SP). D66
and Green Left use similar wording.

*The conservatives (VVD), Christian Democrats (CDA) and Labour Party (PvdA) also want
more money for basic research but they put
the emphasis on the top sector policy. The
CDA will give the biggest budgets to the best,
most innovative candidates. The PvdA and D66
advocate economic innovation networks such
as those around the ‘talent towns’ Wageningen (agrofood) and Leeuwarden (Wetsus).
*The end of the FES cash (natural gas revenues) means 2500 fewer PhD students in 2015.
The PvdA wants to offset that loss as soon as
possible.
*The SP advocates more research in order to
achieve the climate objectives. The party wants
more cash for research on the biobased economy and energy too. Businesses should help pay
for this through higher taxes, says the SP.

('8&$7,21
*It wasn’t possible to abolish the slow student ﬁne before the election but its days
certainly seem numbered. All the major parties oppose the ﬁne with the exception of
the Christian Union. Instead, the PvdA,
VVD, D66 and Green Left want a social loan
system to replace the current basic grant.
The SP, CDA and Christian Union would rather keep the basic grant.

*The SP and PvdA want to change the recent
proposed limitation to the public transport
entitlement (Spring Agreement) to seven
years. The Green Left party wants six years.
The VVD and D66 want to limit the entitlement even further and replace the public
transport card with a route card. The CDA
takes a different approach: add 60 euros to
the public transport smart card and students can use it how they want.
*The VVD wants academic and applied universities to offer special programmes for
high-ﬂyers. They can even decide themselves what tuition fees to charge.
*The SP wants to curb the practice of companies sponsoring chairs.

1$785(
*Nature can look forward to a warmer reception after
the chilly attitude of the previous cabinet. The PvdA
wants to reverse all the cuts to nature. In fact, it
wants to increase funding. The Labour Party says the
farming subsidies from Brussels can be used to pay
farmers for countryside management and nature
conservation.

*The Ecological Main Structure (EMS) should be implemented in full, say the PvdA, SP, Green Left and
D66, starting with Oostvaarderswold, the link
between Flevoland and the Veluwe. The Christian
Union wants to ‘recalibrate’ the EMS; it also wants
more time for implementation. The VVD’s priority is
on reducing the scale and cost of the EMS. Surprisingly, the CDA doesn’t mention the EMS in its programme.
*Green Left wants a Minister for Sustainability and
Land who is in charge of the environment, nature,
energy, agriculture, ﬁshing, housing and spatial
planning. The new minister will have the task of encouraging the efﬁcient use of natural resources.
*D66, Green Left and the PvdA want a new Beautiful
Netherlands Act that protects nature and the countryside as well as qualities such as silence, darkness
at night and the splendour of the countryside. RK

1(:/($6(2)/,)(
/DVWZHHNWKHŊUVWIRUHLJQVWXGHQWVPRYHGLQ
WR%HULQJKHPDIRUPHUQXUVLQJKRPHIRUWKH
HOGHUO\LQ%HQQHNRPZKLFKKDVQRZEHHQ
WUDQVIRUPHGLQWRDVWXGHQWUHVLGHQFH$ERXW
VWXGHQWVZLOOEHSXWXSLQWKHQHZFRP
SOH[LQURRPVDQGDSDUWPHQWV2QWKH
ŊUVWŋRRUWKHUHLVDOVRDODUJHURRPWKDWFDQ
IRUPDFRPPRQURRP
7KDQNVWRWKHDGGLWLRQDODFFRPPRGDWLRQWKH
XQLYHUVLW\KDVPDQDJHGWRRŉHUDOOIRUHLJQ
VWXGHQWVDURRPWKLV\HDU7KHHPHUJHQF\
DUUDQJHPHQWVIRULQWHUQDWLRQDOVWXGHQWVLQWKH
KROLGD\SDUNDW+RHQGHUORRDQGDWWKH%ULQN
5HVLGHQFHLQ:DJHQLQJHQKDYHEHHQFDQFHO
OHG $6SKRWR*X\$FNHUPDQV
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The Dutch anti-quackery association VtdK does not have a good word
to say about a planned Wageningen research on an Indian herbal
remedy. Human Nutrition and
Plant Research International will
investigate whether the herbal
mixture offered by the European
Ayurveda Centre has an impact on
type 2 diabetes. The remedy is
based on the non-scientiﬁc Ayurvedic tradition. The setup of the Wageningen researchers’ planned
tests would make it almost impossible to obtain meaningful results,
claims the VtdK.
The double-blind, placebo-controlled test will examine the effect
of the herbal medicine on insulin

‘COCKROACHES
SURVIVE A
NUCLEAR DISASTER? A MYTH!’’

resistance, a preliminary stage of
type 2 diabetes. Test subjects from
the high-risk group are divided
randomly into a group that takes
the medicine for four weeks and a
group that takes a placebo, explains Lydia Afman of Human Nutrition. The effects are then measured using blood tests.
),5,1*$75$1'20
The biggest problem, according to
the VtdK, is that the mixture contains 20 herbs, all of which contain
many active substances. Conventional medical research studies test
all these substances in isolation.
‘This approach is like ﬁring at random’, says Catherine de Jong,
chair of the VtdK. ‘The chances of
something useful coming out of
this are very slim.’ But that is a
misrepresentation of the aim of
the experiment, says Afman. After
all, the research is not about a medicine but looks at the herbal mix-

Did you rush to the scene?
‘No, I haven’t been to Etten-Leur. For my interviews I looked at photos on the internet but it
was not at all clear whether they had really
been taken there. A camera crew gave me other
pictures of the creatures. Later they did indeed
turn out to be two different species: the Argentinian cockroach and the hissing cockroach.’

Isn’t that odd?
‘Yes. I conclude from it that someone was
playing was a practical joke and wanted to take
someone for a ride. Because there is no logical
explanation for a reptile keeper dumping these creatures, as the media have been suggesting. The Argentinian cockroach is bred in captivity and sold per kilo as reptile feed, but the
hissing cockroach is sold individually. They
:LH"Dennis Oonincx, would never be dumped just because someone
cockroach expert and has too many of them.’

PhD researcher at
Entomology
:KDW"Has been in the
news, including on TV,
Radio 1 and Libelle.nl
:DDURP"He commented on the cockroaches
that suddenly descended on the village of
Etten-Leur.

Which myths have you had to dispel this week?
‘That if you stamp on a cockroach it will breed.
Rubbish of course. Cockroaches are considered dirty and dangerous, whereas in fact they
clean up a lot of dirt in the natural world. The
most persistent myth is that cockroaches
could survive a nuclear disaster. That story was
once put about but no research has ever been
done on it.’ 10

ture as a whole – as you would with
a foodstuff. Afman: ‘A medicine
has just one target that you go all
out to stimulate. A remedy of this
kind stimulates several receptors
at the same time in a mild fashion.’ She herself sees a lot of potential in these kinds of multifaceted ‘attacks’ on complex diseases such as diabetes. Besides the
experiment design, the anti-quackery watchdogs are also afraid that
it is impossible to keep the composition of the mixture consistent.
The researchers agree on this
point. For this reason Plant Research International (PRI) will be
looking at whether the contents
are stable, says Ingrid van der Meer
of Bioscience.
‘You know this is controversial’,
says Afman, putting the strong reactions in perspective. Her own
main drive is the wish to prevent
diabetes. ‘We shall see what comes
out of this; I am going into it with a

'KDQYDQWDULWKH
+LQGXJRGGHVV
RI$\XUYHGLF
PHGLFLQH

very open mind.’ Van der Meer is
similarly conscious aware of the
fast-growing healthcare costs of diabetes. ‘Overestimating yourself’,
is de Jong’s judgment on this motive. ‘As though nothing is being
done at all the large diabetes institutes all over the world. Anyway,
there are interventions for diabetes, such as changing eating habits.’ 55

QUOTE
‘Green Left proposal good for animal welfare in NL, but requires more land
and resources and boosts greenhouse gas emissions. Not really green!’
After Aalt Dijkhuizen’s voting advice, we’d better keep our ﬁngers crossed
that Jolande Sap is not the next minister of EL&I. (Twitter, 25 August)

.,72

)DVWVWXGHQWLQFHQWLYHè)LQLVKHG\RXUGHJUHHRQWLPH"7KHQ\RXJHW\RXU
IHHVEDFN2UDKRXVH2UIUHHGULYLQJOHVVRQVéè$FDUURWDVZHOODVDVWLFNé
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The number of geese in the
Netherlands is getting out of hand.
So too is the damage they do to
farmland and nature. The current
policy on managing the geese cost
the treasury 26 million euros treasury last year. If nothing is done,
these costs will rise to 38 million
euros in 2018, according to calculations by the Agricultural Economics Institute (LEI) and the Centre
for Agriculture and Environment
(CLM) The good news is that these
costs can be considerably reduced.
If all parties can agree. And here
lies the rub: farmers and nature organizations (grouped under the
G7) have very different ideas from
the interprovincial council (IPO) as
to how to tackle the geese problem.
)25$*,1**5281'6
The LEI calculated the costs of both
the preferred approaches. The biggest difference is in the special
(and expensive) foraging areas for
geese. IPO wants to remove these;
the G7 does not. The provinces al-

PHOTO: STAATSBOSBEHEER

ð &RVWVFDQEHKDOYHG
ð &XOOJHHVHQH[W
VXPPHU

,IQRWKLQJLVGRQHQXPEHUVRIVXPPHUJHHVHZLOOULVHGUDPDWLFDOO\

so want to pay out less compensation and to phase out compensation for damage done by summer
geese over the next ﬁve years.
On ﬁrst impressions, the IPO approach is the cheapest by far: 14.5
million euros over ﬁve years. The G7
approach is much more expensive,
but clever use of European subsidies for foraging areas could bring
it down to around the same amount.
The researchers tend to favour the

G7 approach, says LEI researcher
Piet Rijk. ‘The G7 scenario has been
mutually reached after many discussions among the parties and
therefore has a broader support base. Moreover, the costs would not
be borne by the farmers alone, as it
would in the provinces’ scenario.’
Both sides agree that the number of geese has to be drastically reduced. The approach targets breeding summer geese, of which there

were 370,000 in the country last
summer. The aim is bring the ﬁgure down to 150,000. But if nothing
is done, the geese population will
reach 1.35 million, by 2018. The
number of winter geese will then go
from 2 million to 2.6 million.
So geese numbers have got to be
reduced. About 180,000 birds must
be culled next summer, says Rijk.
‘The longer you wait, the worse it
will get.’ RK

$)5,&$16(;721,&6%(,1*:(67(51,=('
ð &KDQJLQJLQJUHGLHQWVRIWKH
DSKURGLVLDFUHŋHFWHGWKHVKLIWV
LQZKHUH$IULFDQVODYHVOLYHG
ð $SKURGLVLDFGULQNVJDLQLQJLQ
SRSXODULW\

Aphrodisiac drinks being sold in
the United States as African herbal
remedies are, it appears, less exotic than their labels would suggest.
While the recipes can be traced
back to the knowledge of African
slaves forcibly shipped to the New
World, this new homeland simply
did not provide the right ingredients. And so the slaves sought
out plants that they supposed
might have the same effects. This

has been discovered by the Wageningen anthropologist Gabrielle
Volpato, who studied the history of
these tonics in his doctoral research.
The African sex tonic makes a
great case study, one that proves
how ethnobotanical uses are continually being applied and rediscovered, says Volpato. ‘The tonic’s ingredients changed over time, but it
remained a product with an African identity.’ According to Volpato,
the slaves in America sought
plants that resembled the African
ingredients. For example, they selected plants with the same bitter
taste and scent because they believed that bitterness puriﬁes the
blood and both arouses sexual de-

sire and rejuvenates. And they chose phallic plants such as the coconut palm to symbolize an erection.
Slaves combined their own and European knowledge, for example by
mixing the tonics with absinthe,
which the Europeans believed to
have aphrodisiac qualities.
Sales of African sex tonics are
on the increase in North America
and the Caribbean, and their
purchasers are not only people of
African origin. This is an aspect of
the revaluation of African culture
and the rise of herbal medicine in
the United States. These days the
tonics that Americans so eagerly
buy in the supermarket are made
to a standard recipe of sorts, which
has come about as the tonics have

$QDSKURGLVLDFFRQWDLQLQJ\RKLPEH
DVXEVWDQFHRULJLQDOO\IURP$IULFD

become increasingly widespread.
That won’t change again, says Volpato. By contrast, he believes that
tonics are still being brewed for
own use in rural parts of the Caribbean. ‘Their ingredients will continue to change.’ -7
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The temperature measured by the Netherlands Meteorological Institute (KNMI) in De Bilt is too high. The cause: inﬂuence from city heat in Utrecht. This is
reported by Wageningen researchers
(Meteorology and Air Quality) in an article in the Dutch journal Meteorologica.
Earlier estimates suggested the inﬂuence of urbanization on the ﬁgures from De
Bilt amounted to one-tenth of a degree.
This ﬁgure was based on comparisons
with other weather stations. The Wageningen researchers have calculated the
deviation with an advanced atmospheric
model. ‘This was inspired by what Belgian scientists did for the weather station
in Brussels (Ukkel),’ explains researcher
Gert-Jan Steeneveld. ‘They reported an
effect of 0.77-1.33 degrees. That is a lot.’
*5281':$50683
The model used calculates the expected
temperature for four different 7-day
weather situations, based on land use in
1900 and 2000. Utrecht is ﬁve times larger than a century ago and its population
has more than doubled. According to the
Wageningen study, temperature recor-

9,6,ƿ1ǉǉ

dings over the past century are on average 0.3 percent too high, thanks to increasing urbanization. This is three times as
much as is covered by the KNMI’s correction for the proximity of the city.
For everyday purposes this is not considered high, but for climate research it
is substantial. The IPCC has estimated
global warming in the past century at
0.74 degrees. But this global average
does not suddenly have to be viewed in a
new light, says Steeneveld. ‘Research has
shown that the average is not inﬂuenced
by urbanization.’ De Bilt, on the other
hand, will have to make a new correction, he says. ‘If the model is correct and
the results are solid, KNMI will have to
correct the temperatures.’

è/DEHOIRUIDUPHGŊVKLVJRRG
QHZVé
)ROORZLQJWKHPRUHHVWDEOLVKHGFHUWLŊFDWLRQV\VWHPVIRU
ZRRGDQGVHDŊVKWKH$TXDFXOWXUH6WHZDUGVKLS&RXQFLO
$6& KDVLQWURGXFHGDFRQVXPHUODEHOIRUIDUPHGŊVK
)DUPHGWLODSLDFDWŊVKDQGVKULPSWKDWDUHJLYHQOHVV
IHHGDQGDQWLELRWLFVZLOOVRRQEHIRUVDOHZLWKWKLVTXDOLW\ODEHO
Good initiative?
‘Yes, broadly speaking this is good news’, says researcher Simon Bush of the Environmental Policy chair
group. ‘Because aquaculture is generally seen as a polluting industry. The ﬁsh feed consists of ﬁshmeal which is
obtained by sea ﬁshing. Also, large quantities of medicines are sometimes used to control diseases in the tanks,
and this leads to pollution too. The ASC’s criteria for ﬁsh
farming will reduce the environmental impact signiﬁcantly. This will have a big effect as almost 50 percent of
the ﬁsh we consume is farmed, and the proportion is
still increasing.’

:$*(1,1*(1:($7+(567$7,21
The former weather station of Meteorology at the Haarweg was also affected by
galloping urban growth. This can be
seen by comparing the measurements of
the Haarweg with those from the new De
Veenkampen station in the Binnenveld.
To ‘calibrate’ the new station, double
readings have been taken for three years.
Whenever an east wind sweeps through
Wageningen, it appears to be 0.6 to 0.8
degrees warmer at the Haarweg than at
de Veenkampen. According to Steenveld,
the average difference for all the wind directions is 0.45 degrees. RK

Other certiﬁcation systems such as FSC (wood) and MSC
(ﬁsh) have been criticized by NGOs for criteria that are
too lax and are not enforced properly in practice.
‘People have learned from the experiences with those labels. The criteria were formulated through a thorough
process involving all the stakeholders, starting with an
Aquaculture Dialogue. So it is not just a label that supermarkets or NGOs have come up with. But you do also
hear the criticism that the ﬁsh industry took over the
leading role during the process and that the input from
ﬁsh farmers was minimal. A weakness of all consumer
labels is the social issues. These include not just child
labour but also the question of whether the label privileges big producers and squeezes small ﬁsh farmers out of
the market. The label does not include much sociology.’
Does the welfare of the farmed ﬁsh come into it?
‘Animal welfare is less of an issue for ﬁsh than for other
animals. That is reﬂected in the way this ASC label is
presented. People don’t talk about sustainable aquaculture but about responsible aquaculture. Is that the same
as sustainable? Time will tell.’ AS

PHOTO: KNMI

352326,7,21
‘Due to increasing disillusionment, natural sciences
PhD-students become less interested in an academic
career as they progress toward their degree.’
Sergei Ivanov, due to receive his PhD on 6 September in Wageningen

7KH.10,éVZHDWKHUVWDWLRQVJHWGLVWRUWHGUHDGLQJVGXHWRWKHFLW\KHDWRI8WUHFKW
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05,6&$135(',&76&21680(5&+2,&(
ð $QDO\VLVRIEUDLQDFWLYLW\
SURYLGHVLQVLJKWLQWRFKRRVLQJ
SURFHVV
ð è1RWPLQGUHDGLQJMXVWVWDWLVWLFDODQDO\VLVé

Scientists can predict fairly accurately which product consumers will
choose by studying their brain activity. A Wageningen-Utrecht team
discovered this by getting test subjects to choose between two pretend packets while lying in an MRI
scanner. The research, led by nutrition researcher Paul Smeets,
came out at the end of July in the
journal PLoS One.
The researchers hope to be able
to use their ﬁndings to determine
a product’s chances of success on
the market at an early stage.
During the experiment the researchers tested 20 healthy women
aged between 18 and 30. Lying in
an MRI scanner they saw two packets of the same product at short
intervals. They chose which packet
they found more attractive. With
the help of a new statistical technique, MVPA, the researchers looked
for correlations between brain activity and the choice made. The
analysis method predicts with a 62
percent success rate which packet

5HVHDUFKXVLQJ
DQ05,VFDQQHULV
DVVXPHGE\VRPH
SHRSOHWREHD
ZD\RIPDQLSXODWLQJWKHLU
WKRXJKWV

the consumers choose. That is not
very much higher than the ﬁfty-ﬁfty
success rate achieved by chance,
which seems a feeble result for a
relatively expensive experiment.
But this is just a ﬁrst step, says
Nynke van der Laan, PhD researcher at the Imaging Institute in
Utrecht. ‘This approach is still
completely new and the technique
still has to develop further.’
&217529(56,$/
The use of MRI scanners in marketing research, known as neuromarketing, is on the rise. Neuro-

marketing can potentially save money because you can use it in the
early stages of design. What is
more, researchers hope to uncover
‘hidden information’ with which
they can estimate consumer preferences better than they can
through traditional marketing research. ‘Using neuromarketing research we hope of course eventually to be able to predict the success
of products on the market’, says
Van der Laan. ‘But my work focuses on answering the fundamental
question of how our brains make a
choice.’

This kind of spying on the brain
is ethically controversial, but Van
der Laan believes the criticism is
largely based on prejudices. ‘People think you are reading their
minds with neuromarketing,’ she
says, ‘in order to manipulate their
thoughts.’ But in her view neuromarketing is an extension of traditional marketing research, such as
questions about which packet a
consumer thinks more attractive.
‘Anyway, we are not reading their
thoughts; the technique looks for
statistical correlations.’ RR

4)(9(5025(&267/<7+$1%(/,(9('
ð &RVWVPD\DPRXQWWRPRUH
WKDQKDOIDELOOLRQ
ð /RVVRIZRUNLQJKRXUVWKH
ELJJHVWFRVW

The social costs of the outbreak of
Q fever in the Netherlands have
turned out to be almost twice the
amount previously estimated, research by two economics institutes, the LEI and the SEO, has
shown. Last year the researchers
reckoned with costs to the tune of
between 161 and 336 million euros. Now they think the ﬁnal bill

will be in the region of 250 to 600
million euros.
The difference lies mainly in
the loss of working hours by Q fever patients, something which is
hard to calculate. Forty percent of
the 4000 Q fever patients reported
sick for longer than a month and
were still suffering physical problems such as constant tiredness
one year after the infection. A growing number of patients developed complaints later on, reports
the SEO. This explains the rising
human costs, which constitute
about 85 percent of the total costs.
The Q fever epidemic between

2007 and 2010 led to the culling of
60,000 goats and a breeding ban
for goat farms. The pathogen also
made 4000 people ill, and 19 of
these patients died.
&2//$%25$7,21(66(17,$/
‘The LEI calculated the veterinary
costs’, says co-researcher Ron Bergevoet. ‘Those costs have not changed since last year. The culling of
the goats and the breeding ban
cost about 37 million euros. Now
the goats have been vaccinated.’
Remarkably, says Bergevoet, the
vaccination costs are nothing compared with the human health care

costs. ‘Good collaboration
between the ministry of EL&I and
VWS is essential if another animal
disease that can be passed on to
humans should emerge.’
The research, which was
published mid-August in the
International Journal of Infectious
Diseases, has come out just at the
point when Q fever patients want
to ﬁle a suit against the goat farmers for damages caused by Q
fever. It is not clear what the chances of success are for this court
case. AS
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$,'ZHHNWRRNSODFHLQEOLVWHULQJKHDWWKLV\HDU
7KLQJVORRNEULJKWIRUWKHVWXGHQWVRFLHWLHVWRR
JRLQJE\WKHPDQ\DSSOLFDQWV%XWWKHUHZHUH
FORXGVRQWKHKRUL]RQLQWKHYLUWXDOZRUOGRIUHVRXU
FHZXUQOWZR*02ŊHOGVZHUHGHVWUR\HGDQGWKH
QHZFDWHUHUPDGHVRPHEOXQGHUV
*RWVRPHWKLQJWRVD\WRR"Email your views to resource@wur.nl.

21(0(0%(5,17+(+$1'
KSV Franciscus heads the big student societies with 172
potential new members. But are the societies doing
well or not? And what needs to be done about all the
rules stiﬂing eﬀorts to recruit new members during AID
week?
Nothing beats a debate about premature membership
numbers, and that’s what we got. +HWZDVZHHUHHQ
PRRLH$,' kicks oﬀ: ‘365 this year, 375 last year for the
three big societies. Shame the societies aren’t keeping pace with the university’s growth in numbers.’
This immediately gets people talking about whether
you can draw that conclusion. GN: ‘Surely you need to
look at the trend over a longer period. Not that long
ago they were happy to get less than half this number
of applicants.’ JH sees growth stagnating in recent
years but the absolute numbers are still ﬁne.
A visitor called 'LWPRHWHUHYHQXLW (= need to get this
oﬀ my chest) does just that by complaining at length
about what he sees as the AID committee’s meddlesome rules and the backbiting between the societies.
5REGH%RHU and -+ agree: ﬁne that freshers are being
protected from aggressive recruitment tactics but the
rules have gone too far. JH thinks it’s absurd that
societies are sometimes not allowed to use cups with
their own logo and that the rules keep changing on
whether the polo shirts are allowed. Why not have a
less restrictive AID rather than keeping everyone in a
stranglehold with all the regulations? -+ is pessimistic: ‘I genuinely fear that the CAID and Contractus (four big societies, ed.) are simply too childish and jealous to enable relaxation of all the
pathetic little rules.’

ILLUSTRATION: ESTHER BROUWER

%/,*+7('3/$176%/,*+7('+23(
Genetic modiﬁcation remains a contentious issue
in 2012 as another two Wageningen UR experimental ﬁelds full of potatoes were destroyed in
the summer. Ironically, it happened just before a
scheduled visitors’ day for plant researchers to a
Wageningen ﬁeld.

-+ immediately rides up on one of his hobby horses:
‘Great, isn’t it, all those people who destroy other
people’s property in the name of the environment and
planet earth? Lovely how they impose their morally
superior ideals on others in this way.’ (PPD wonders
how JH knows so much about the culprits’ motives does he have inside information? ‘Sure, what a crazy
assumption that was’, sneers -+. ‘What do you think
their motive might have been?’ He lists a number of
reports of similar incidents in the past. It seems everyone agrees with JH’s assumption, given their silence. ‘Incidentally, it’s handy that the culprits knew they
had to destroy the Wageningen ﬁeld before 25
August’, jokes &DVSHU. /LQGD&RHQHQ, who is critical of
genetic engineering, accuses the potato project of
being a sympathetic ‘communication’ stunt aimed at
reducing public hostility to genetic engineering. It
remains unclear what she thinks about the vandalism.
:DUG, on the other hand, is very annoyed about it:
‘What I hate is the fact that the opponents of genetic
engineering are continually putting up a smokescreen
of arguments by continually mixing ethical and scientiﬁc arguments.’

1(:&$7(5(5$6+$0%/(6
The new caterer, Cormet, has started business in the
Forum. It is all a bit of a mess, with missing prices and
dishes going astray. Students who were interviewed
were pleased with some of the changes, but whether
the same can be said for our commentators...
‘I’ve never really understood why the university can’t just do the catering themselves?’
says -DQ:LOOHP. Resource editor 5RE*RRV
VHQV explains that would be more expensive
as staﬀ wages would have to be in line with
the university’s relatively generous collective
labour agreement. Finally, 'XUIWHYUDJHQ puts
a cat among the pigeons: ‘Apparently some of
Cormet’s products are halal. Does that mean
the meat comes from animals that were
slaughtered without stunning? I mean!’
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Resource is the magazine and news website for students and staﬀ at Wageningen
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A bright jacket
and a friendly word
for everyone
They’ll be out on the streets from now until 12 September. Liberally handing out
friendly smiles, ﬂyers, roses, pens or other freebies. Dauntlessly approaching
shoppers who try to duck out of their way or mutter something about moneygrubbers, but who occasionally allow themselves to be drawn into a discussion.
The campaigners don’t make any money out of it. A few politically active
Wageningen UR staﬀ talk about what drives them.
text: Rob Ramaker / photos: Emma Teuling

A

Green Left supporters
talking to visitors to the
AID information fair.

Campaigners enjoy talking and debating about
their party’s standpoints.

political career? ‘Not at all’ what he is
aiming at. ‘That is deﬁnitely not what
drives me’, says Peter van Beveren, PhD
researcher at the Farm Technology chair
group. The question makes him laugh, in
fact. Yet there he stands at the info fair for
ﬁrst-years, representing the Christian Democratic party
CDA, putting up posters and handing out ﬂyers. He is a
voluntary CDA board member, something he does
because he enjoys it but also as a way of networking. Van
Beveren: ‘Something like putting up posters is not very
exciting in itself but the nice thing is you are doing something together with other members.’ Volunteers from
other parties are full of praise for the social side of it too.
Nico Bijl, project manager at Facilities and Services and
Socialist Party (SP) board member in Wageningen, always
enjoys going to the kick-off of the campaign. Members
from all sorts of different departments have a chat and the
volunteers are thanked by the MPs. ‘Anyway it’s just very
nice to campaign’, says Bijl. ‘Especially the discussions
with people at the market or the supermarket.’ This year
he can be found plying local markets and events – armed
with unique tomato cookies. The campaigners clearly
enjoy engaging in discussion about party politics and
regularly go into campaigning mode. Bijl almost continuously runs off the compelling reasons why students
should vote SP. Another real political animal is Sina Salim,
PhD researcher in Bioprocess Technology and number 28

27 augustus
2009
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Voters usually approach campaigners for a chat or to raise a local political issue.

on the list of liberal-democratic party D66. Salim is an eloquent speaker who talks nineteen to the dozen both about
his PhD research on algae and about D66’s reform agenda.
‘Just interrupt me if I don’t stop talking’, he says quickly.
‘You will notice that politicians don’t usually stop of their
own accord.’
DEVIL’S PARTY
‘Convincing people’, says Salim, ‘is the best thing about
campaigning. It starts to get interesting when you don’t
agree. Certainly when you try to convince other people on
the basis of the facts.’ In his view, discussion is always
helpful, even when people are not willing to be convinced.
A few years ago, for example, he got chatting to a woman
from a reformed church who asked him if he was of the
devil’s party. In view of their stands on abortion and euthanasia, that was how she saw D66. Salim: ‘I couldn’t convince her but she did gain some understanding of our
positions.’ After that she will never again tell a D66 member that “you are from the devil’s party”.’ All the volunteers
agree that you must stay open to differences of opinion
and that discussion is important for its own sake. They all
urge voters to vote, whatever party they choose to support.

Once they are at the market place the party members do
not spent much time explaining the party’s policies. People have usually already picked those up from the television and the newspapers. Voters mainly come along to
have a chat, to raise local political issues or to ask a speciﬁc question. Campaigners therefore see their role as
being the human face of the party and of politics. The
important thing is for voters to look back on their conversation with a good feeling. ‘To contribute to a good cam-

Campaigners see their role
as being the human face
of the party
paign we want to reach as many people as possible locally’,
says Karin Horsman policymaker at Corporate Education
and Research and chair of the labour party PvdA in Wageningen. ‘We hope to be able to communicate a clear PvdA
position but at the very least we want to get the message
across that the elections are coming up. We also choose a
couple of neighbourhoods for door-to-door canvassing.
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Then you get more personal conversations, often about
the neighbourhood.’
TWITTER
Bastiaan Meerburg, head of department at the Animal Sciences Group and conservative party VVD representative in
Gelderland, will soon be out and about at the market,
sporting his VVD scarf. But with his political post, he is
effectively campaigning nonstop. On his website he writes
about his academic and his political work and he can be
contacted directly on Twitter. Meerburg: ‘That way anyone
who is interested can follow what I am doing. What is
more, I cannot be accused of a lack of accountability. You
often get told at the market, ‘We never see you and then
when campaign time comes around, there you are again.’
The local branches of other parties are scrambling to
open Facebook pages and Twitter accounts too. Yet they
all still swear by a good face-to-face discussion, where you
can look the voter in the eye. ‘The basics of campaigning
have hardly changed in 30 years’, says Bijl. ‘Perhaps peo-

‘Once your toes start
freezing oﬀ campaigning
is not much fun anymore’
ple nowadays are better informed about the parties’ positions and the media play a bigger role. But the main thing
is still discussion and talking. It is still person-to-person
work.’
In spite of the political differences, the interests and
motives of volunteers from different parties seem similar.
They are courteous towards each other and see debate as a
bit of a sport. In Wageningen at least, there are no
attempts to bug each other by covering up each other’s
posters, says Bijl. ‘We get on ﬁne’, Horsman agrees. ‘There
are clear political differences but at a personal level relations are good.’ SP member Bijl notices that it is even temp-

D66 campaigner Sina
Salim: ‘Convincing people is the best thing
about campaigning’

Voters should look back on the conversation with a good
feeling.

ting to talk mainly with other political parties. After all,
they are far more interested in politics than the casual
passer-by. And it can be fun to argue the toss with VVD
members, for instance. Bijl: ‘They are so far from your
position. So you start with, “Market forces working well?
Great postal services, cheap healthcare, reliable railways…” That’s fun.’
HARDENING
Not all voters are so friendly in 2012. That is something
PvdA campaigners ﬁnd out the hard way, says Horsman,
who is regularly subjected to verbal abuse. She blames the
tirades on rightwing PVV party leader Wilders, who often
uses the PvdA as a bogeyman. Horsman: ‘If you cross the
market square in Ede in a red jacket, you get it in the neck.
If you invite those people to come and have a chat, they
just abuse you all over again.’ These sorts of reactions are
much rarer in Wageningen, but Horsman does detect a
general hardening of the battle lines. ‘It’s OK for people to
be negative but I do dislike it when they are unreasonable.
In order to prevent it from escalating you have to stay
reasonable yourself, but that is not always easy.’ The
weather can spoil a day’s campaigning too. If it rains, even
hardened campaigners go home an hour earlier. VVD
member Meerburg: ‘Once your toes start freezing off it’s
not much fun anymore.’ How the party is doing also
affects how enjoyable it is. ‘During the massive duel
between Rutte and Verdonk, campaigning was a very different matter’, says Meerburg. ‘People have no time at all for
one of the two and they come and tell you soon: “Rita is a
rogue”.
Campaigning can be very enjoyable, by contrast, when
there is a resounding victory in the ofﬁng, as there is now
for the SP. ‘It is nice for me as well that we are getting more
and more seats. That makes you feel you are with the right
party’, says Bijl. ‘I sometimes feel sorry for the members of
parties that just keep on shrinking. Now that it’s going so
well before the elections, there is going to be another kind
of tension. You have to keep impressing on people that
they should stick to their guns and not ﬁnish up by voting
for another party after all.’
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‘BY FLYERING YOU SHOW YOU HAVE A
COMMITTED GRASSROOTS MEMBERSHIP’
It is not the ﬂyers themselves but the fact that people
are handing them out that is important for the campaign,
says emeritus professor of Communication Cees van
Woerkum, who has been involved in previous PvdA
campaigns. But even that does not mean anything if the
party leader lets the show down. ‘The leader is crucial.’
When it comes to the outdoor political activities, the key
thing is the noise around the brand, explains Van Woerkum. ‘The ﬂyers, house-to-house leaﬂets and posters are
not very signiﬁcant in themselves. But they give off one
important message: we have a committed grassroots
membership. People consider us important. The message
is in the action itself.’
It works just the same way online. Sympathizers who
retweet messages or put them on Facebook show their
commitment. Yet the main aim of online activities seems
to be to reach the old media. Van Woerkum: ‘They give it
more proﬁle, more of a frame, and they reinforce the message. Social media are still very diffuse.’
One pitfall for campaigners is that they sometimes
have political ambitions themselves. ‘They are the fanatics who want to stand out within their party and take part
for that reason. They are not authentic and they talk in
policy-speak. Dreadful.’
THE LEADER’S PROFILE
But no matter how hard the staunch campaigners try,
their work will come to nothing if the people at the top of
their party are no good, says Van Woerkum. Because all
the campaign teams put their party leaders in the forefront. Politicians sometimes complain about this, but
they are the most to blame for it themselves. Van Woerkum explains: ‘The campaign teams look for themes that
ﬁt that person, themes they genuinely stand behind. You
shouldn’t come to Kok [a former PvdA leader], for instance, with ideas about cultural innovation. But if he got
talking about minorities, suddenly he was set alight and
he was a completely different person. That is what you are
looking for.’ The ideal preparation for a debate is to draw
up a table with the party leaders and themes. Then you
give each leader a grade per theme. That clariﬁes where
you have a chance of beating your competitors.’
OWN THEMES
In the run-up to the elections, the parties are trying to
keep their own key issues warm and fresh. The party
leader puts these themes at the centre of debates, while
the spin doctors work the media. ‘The whole party does its
utmost to keep them in the public view and to introduce
novelty day in day out’, says Van Woerkum. You can score
even better if you can respond to current events: a natural
disaster, a fraud case, for example. Often the party leader
needs to respond to such things within the hour. The trick

WHO KNOWS HOW TO GET THEIR ISSUES ON THE
AGENDA, IN VAN WOERKUM’S VIEW?
Good at it
‘Roemer is ﬁxated on
Europe, and he really
means it. He is playing on
the fear of loss of control
and by doing that he is
taking the wind out of Wilders’ sails. He has an interesting advantage in that
he doesn’t come from the
Randstad [the big cities in
the west of the Netherlands]. People are turning
against the establishment
in The Hague. He is outside that.’
‘Rutte can capitalize on
the prestige he gained as
prime minister; that is a
proven eﬀect. That enables him to start his campaign later and steer clear
of the parties as long as
possible. The VVD has a
strong slogan: “Roll up
your sleeves, don’t hold
out your hand”. That might
be a bit too harsh for some
of the VVD rank and ﬁle,
but it ﬁts Rutte. He knows
how to ﬁnd the right words
to soften it round the
edges.’

Not good at it
‘Samson is between a rock

Roemer and Rutte play the campaigning game the best.

and a hard place because
he doesn’t have any distinguishing party lines.
“Stronger and more sociable” is his slogan. But what
does stronger mean? And
for “more sociable” you are
better oﬀ with the SP or the
PVV. He doesn’t score better than the competition on
any of the issues. The PvdA
has good leaders and can
govern well, but that doesn’t help at this juncture.
Samson lacks the casual

touch. He comes across as
a know-all and he tries too
hard to prove himself.’
Wilders kept quiet for a
long time, by his standards.
His campaign got going
quite late, which is risky. If
an action-oriented party is
not visible, it gives the
impression it has lost its
spark. That aﬀects its credibility. They need to have
something to oﬀer, otherwise they will sink without
trace.

is to relate it to your own themes.
Of course it can all go wrong. ‘Roemer [SP party leader] slipped up on a possible ﬁne from the EU. But he is
now already thinking about how he can say it a bit differently next time.’ In general, though, Roemer is not
doing badly, says Van Woerkum. At least he knows how
to keep the ball in his court and to decide for himself
what he is going to talk about – in contrast to PvdA leader
Samson, for example. Van Woerkum: ‘Journalists are
always asking him to respond to other parties’ issues.
That is deadly.’ Nicolette Meerstadt
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FRESHERS OF 2012
This tradition goes back to the distant nineteen nineties. Behind the sports centre,
the new ﬁrst-years form the letters AID plus the year and this is recorded for posterity by a photographer stationed on top of the Hoevenstein residence. Here we
GvC, photo AID
see part of their 2012 and six umbrellas. Protection from the heat.
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For maize 3 million interesting genes have already been marked

In the throes of a revolution
Wageningen research on plant breeding has been going on for 100 years. For 70 years
it consisted mainly of cross-breeding and selection in order to arrive at improved
varieties. But now researchers and plant-breeding companies are in the throes of a
DNA revolution involving dizzying quantities of genetic data. Will new crops soon be
designed in the lab?
text: Albert Sikkema / photo: Guy Ackermans/Plantenveredeling

W

hat can you say about 100 years of Dutch
plant breeding when you are in the middle of a technological revolution? Rob
Dirks, head of research at vegetable breeding company Rijk Zwaan, does not have
to think long about this question. ‘Ninety ﬁve percent of
the plant technology has been developed in the last ﬁve
years. For seventy years it was just a matter of crossbreeding and selecting. Breeders always needed large
numbers of plants spanning several generations in order
to develop a better breed. Cross-breeding and selection
has been very successful and it still works but it is not terribly efﬁcient.’
Dirks entered the Dutch plant breeding scene at a historic juncture. In 1986 he started to work for the breeding
company Nunhems. At that time recombinant DNA techniques had just been developed with which you could
transfer genes from one species to another. It was thought

FROM LUCK TO KNOWLEDGE
Groningen grain farmers
were behind the Institute
for Plant Breeding that
was set up in 1912 in
Wageningen. They wanted
to follow the Swedish
example and establish a
national breeding institute
that would not only breed
agricultural crops but also
do scientiﬁc research.
There were already individual breeders then who
had developed interesting
species in their back gardens. One of these was
schoolteacher Kornelis de
Vries, who developed the
Bint potato with few
seeds. Good luck played

more of a role here than
knowledge.
In the early years the institute focused mainly on
varieties of barley and
wheat for Dutch farmers. It
also provided breeding
companies with breeding
material, as it had been
expressly tasked with supporting private plant breeders. Originally these were
small breeders focusing on
the Netherlands, but in the
last 25 years they have
become world players
after the Netherlands
emerged as a market leader in the ﬁeld of vegetable seeds and seed pota-

toes. Grains are now bred
elsewhere.
Twenty ﬁve years ago the
Plant Breeding department had 50 staﬀ, of
whom only 10 were researchers. Most of the department’s work was teaching.
But at that time there were
several breeding institutes
in DLO. These were all
brought together under
the umbrella of Wageningen UR Plant Breeding,
which has 250 researchers
and carries out contract
research for all the Dutch
breeding companies.

that biotechnology would replace traditional breeding
and Wageningen plant breeding researchers were taken
by surprise by companies that started ﬁddling about with
plant genomes without knowing much about breeding.
Dirks was one of these outsiders. ‘When I started I thought
plant breeders knew which characteristics were located
on which chromosomes, but that was not the case. They
selected on appearance, on the phenotype. I thought that
was a bit vague.’
At the end of the nineteen eighties the breeding companies employed geneticists and a group of ﬁve companies formed a company called Keygene in Wageningen in
order to make the new techniques applicable for the breeders. Keygene developed the AFLP technique with which
you can hang ‘ﬂags’ on the genes with the characteristics
you want to keep for the next generation. This ‘marker
technology’, as it is known, is a key element in the revolution now going on, says Dirks. Because it is becoming possible to insert the ﬂags faster and more cheaply, breeders
can now keep track of many characteristics of crops
during the cross-breeding and selection processes. ‘This
has turned the selection of plants into an exercise in genetics’, says Dirks. Originally it was a matter of tens or at the
most hundreds of markers. But many interesting characteristics, such as taste, are determined by a lot of genes. ‘I
have just come from a discussion of a research in which
we relate 500,000 marker genes to genetic variation in ten
seconds!’ says the Wageningen statistician Fred van Eeuwijk. He is helping Dirks to extract the relevant information
from the vast database. Because with 500,000 ﬂags, it can
be difﬁcult to select. Van Eeuwijk calculates how much
inﬂuence each ﬂagged gene has. The genes with the greatest inﬂuence are of course the most interesting.
Meanwhile, the explosion of genetic data goes on. Van
Eeuwijk: ‘For maize more the 3 million genes have already
been marked. And increasingly we want to analyse DNA
networks, in which several genes control a characteristic
in interaction with each other. This is statistically much
more complicated. And the analysis has to be done on one
day, because the knowledge develops so fast.’
Yet essentially what Van Eeuwijk does today is exactly
the same as what he did 20 years ago. ‘I still advise people
on how to set up tests so as to raise the chances of ﬁnding
genetic differences. Imagine: you have a ﬁeld test with
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Today plants are still selected on appearance but that seems to be the only similarity between 2012 and 1948.

three plots planted with the same genotype. Then you ﬁnd
the differences between these plots under the inﬂuence of
environmental conditions. If the differences between two
genotypes are greater that the ‘environmental interference’, you have the genetic variation. A well set-up test
minimalizes the environmental interference.’
Many genes with a big effect, such as those that boost
the harvest signiﬁcantly or make a plant resistant to a
disease, have already been identiﬁed in the ‘old-fashioned’
manner whereby the researchers selected the plants with
the strong genes without looking into their DNA. ‘The
advantage of the DNA revolution is that we can now make
small and complex genetic effects visible’, says Van Eeuwijk.
Dirks foresees the end of traditional plant breeding,
with crops being designed in the lab from now on instead

The main function of
new techniques is to speed up
breeding research
of being selected in the ﬁeld. Van Eeuwijk is less sure and
sees the DNA revolution in a broader context, and so does
Richard Visser, professor of Plant Breeding. Visser points
out that Dirks works largely with greenhouse plants, for
which the environment and the management is adapted
to the plant. In the case of agricultural crops, environment
and management systems are variable and complex characteristics such as drought or salt tolerance, which

involve adapting to the environment, are very difﬁcult to
create. ‘We shall see in ten years’ time whether this revolution is the solution to our problems’, says Visser diplomatically.
Visser points to previous ‘revolutions’ in the past 100
years, such as mutation breeding using radiation, the tissue cultivation techniques and the recombinant DNA
technique. ‘Those new techniques are always important
for speeding things up in breeding research, but they are
not the answer to complex problems with our food crops.’
The current genomics revolution is very promising,
says Visser. ‘Through the new knowledge, we can search in
a more targeted way, and now you can create a hybrid on
the computer.’ One example of this designer-breeding is
reverse breeding, on which Dirks published an article last
year together with Wageningen geneticists. ‘This means
we can start breeding per chromosome’, explains Dirks.
‘You keep the characteristics you want to keep and change
only the chromosomes which carry characteristics you
want to change.’
But the new technology may prove to have its limitations, according to Visser. ‘Many plants are polyploid – for
example, they have four or eight copies of their chromosomes, which enables you to get very many combinations
of the genetic material. We have now clariﬁed the genome
of the potato, which has four copies, but to do that we ﬁrst
had to make the potato monoploid. We are now doing fundamental research on how we can apply genetics in a
polyploid crop – something we cannot do yet.’

Friday 31 October from 13.00
to 19.00 hours in Radix:
Open Day with demonstrations, lectures and an exhibition about 100 years of Plant
Breeding.
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Into gear for t
new year
SPORTS DAY
A small survey by Resource revealed that the ﬁrstyears least enjoyed the sports day. But then it was
not exactly the weather for exerting yourself, with
the thermometer in Wageningen reaching 37
degrees. But the sprinklers at the end of the physical ordeal were some compensation.

CAMPUS GAMES
The ﬁrst day of the AID is traditionally devoted to
the Campus Games. Bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
new Wageningers get to know each other through

The AID 2012 was another one for the record book.
A record-breaking 1653 ﬁrst-years plunged into
Wageningen student life. Here’s an impression of an
often hot and hectic week.
text: Linda van der Nat / photos: AID, Guy Ackermans, Emma Teuling

all sorts of weird and wonderful games. This is a
baptism of ﬁre for the AID board too, after working towards this moment for a whole year. Luckily there were no major mishaps on this ﬁrst day.

‘I spent most of my time reuniting lost AID participants with their mentor families’, says AID
board member Elyn den Hollander.
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the

INFO FAIR
Folders, brochures, pens, chewing gum, free courses, condoms
or sun cream… It is freebies galore at the infomarkt. Wageningen students and other clubs, companies, NGOs and even strapping ﬁremen and police oﬃcers ply ﬁrst-years at the Arboretum
with all kinds of goodies. Resource handed out about 1000 condoms. Let the sexy times roll!

STREET THEATRE
A young woman walking over a giant globe. A man festooned with carefully tuned tooters
playing every imaginable tune. Jugglers, clowns and acrobats. Every year there is plenty to
see at the street theatre festival. Not just students but also residents of Wageningen and
surroundings ﬂock to the town centre to see it. Just a pity that with all the crowds, not everyone can get a good view.

BIERCANTUS
Last year the Biercantus came to an abrupt end because some villain tipped a bucket of
water over the music equipment. This year it was all a lot more cordial. The well-behaved
ﬁrst-years stay seated when they are supposed to stay seated, stand up when they are
supposed to stand up and, hey, it is so hot that a good soak after a false move is most welcome.

PARTYING ON DOWN
There are parties all week long. Until deep into the night you
could dance at the dubstep party at Unitas or cool down at the
Ceres swimming pool party. The Wageningen nights this week go
from long to longer to longest. By the end it’s hard to get people
moving again, as The Hype and Handsome Poets noticed at the
music festival. These bands performed at the closing party in a
big tent on the ﬁeld between the Forum and Atlas. But only Shantel’s Balkan beat succeeded in getting the ﬁrst-years dancing.
Shantel came back twice for an encore, and then the ﬁrst-years
came alive again. In the words of prospective KSV member Max:
‘On to the student societies soon. Then the night begins in
earnest.’
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STUDENT SOCIETIES –
TO JOIN OR NOT TO JOIN
There are very good reasons to join a student society.
And equally good reasons not to. How do ﬁrst-years see the issue?
Are you signing up?
text: Gaby van Caulil / Illustration: iStock

Linde Goedhart
BSc in Nutrition and Health, from
Deventer
‘For sure. I can’t decide between Ceres and KSV. I am sub-renting a room
in a Ceres house, and it’s really
friendly. My ‘dads’ are in the KSV.
They are trying not to be biased, but
they don’t always succeed, haha! I think I could feel at
home in either Ceres or the KSV. So I think it’s a pity you
have to rule out one of the societies. I think it would be ideal to be able to go to different societies at different times.
But once you’ve joined one it seems you can only go to
another one for an open party.’

bers. Ofﬁcially they are supposed to stay neutral. And they
do try to do so, but of course it is not possible to stay objective. That is logical because they can tell you more about
their own society. You often ﬁnd the ‘kids’ choosing the
same as the mentors.’

Marijke Hunold
MSc Food Technology, from Germany
‘I am not sure yet. I am not so familiar with the concept, as it is not usual
in Germany to join a social club. I am
keen to get to know people from different countries, and I suspect there
are better ways of doing that.’

Helga van der Jagt

Joep Smits,

MSc in Biology, did her Bachelor’s at
VU Amsterdam
‘No. I am 21 and I don’t fancy going
through a hazing with a bunch of
17-year-old ﬁrst-years. I am probably
too individualistic for a social club
too. There are so many obligations
that I think, no thanks. My mentor mothers are not members either.’

BSc Biology, from Beneden-Leeuwen
‘No. I am still living at home so that
makes it difﬁcult. It is fun and it’s
good to get to know new people. I’ll
ﬁrst take my time and see how my
studies go. It’s all new for me. And I
will join the study association and a
sports club. My dads are members of Ceres but they leave
us to choose for ourselves. The slow student ﬁne is not a
factor, as I think I will make it.’

Moritz Hunsicker
BSc Applied Communication Sciences,
from Hilversum
‘I shall deﬁnitely join. I want to be as
active as I can. If you join it’s easier to
meet people. That’s better than sitting at home. It is very different here
to the way it was in high school:
much more open. I want to check out what is on offer, I’m
just curious. SSR has made the best impression on me.
And they have a garden! My mentor mums are SSR mem-

Lucia Velanzela
Food Technology at VHL, from Mexico
‘I haven’t given it any thought yet, actually. Of course it can help you to get
to know people better, but since I am
not Dutch it would be harder to get
involved in society life. For that I
would have to learn Dutch. I am considering a swimming club as I’ve always enjoyed sports
and I have also swum at home.’
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Koen Kloosterboer
BSc Food Technology, from Sint
Oedenrode
‘Yes. I am new here, so I need to meet
people. You can do that through your
courses but I want to widen my horizons. You can’t study all the time,
you need to relax as well. There is no
knowing yet whether I will be affected by the slow student
ﬁne. But it doesn’t affect my decisions now. I am staying in
a KSV house at the moment and it’s good fun. I am going
to take a look at Ceres and SSR and make a decision at the
end of the AID. My mentor mum is a member of SSR but
she says I should join the society I like best myself.’

Arna Danklof
Regional Development and
Innovation, from Veghel:
‘No, probably not. You have to sign
up now already whereas I really don’t
know yet what it entails. Perhaps
next year. The most important thing
now is studying. So I don’t want any
obligations, and I think you get more of those in the social

clubs than in other kinds of clubs. I am going to take a
look at the amateur dramatics society.’

Julia Baas
BSc International Development
Studies, from Oosterbeek:
‘I am still hesitating between KSV
and Ceres. I am not afraid of the slow
student ﬁne. You can see the societies take that into consideration.
And rightly so, they shouldn’t make a
problem of it if you miss a drinks party because you have
an exam the next day. Most activities are voluntary anyway;
I think only the introduction week is compulsory. And you
can decide for yourself how much time you put into it.’

Dennis Bellert
BSc Biology, from Apeldoorn:
‘I will go on living at home. To me it’s
easy that everything is organized for
me, but I still have to see whether the
commuting is doable. In any case it
wouldn’t be handy for me to join a
student society.’
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SUCCESSFUL ROOM AGENCY
TO CONTINUE AFTER ALL
The intake of 2000 new students
means there is a huge demand
again for rooms in Wageningen.
The restart of the Housing Desk
has helped relieve some of the
pressure.
It is very busy at the Pulse Housing
Desk. At the moment, private individuals with a room on offer can
expect a response from at least
twenty students in search of accommodation. The Desk is getting
around seven new rooms a day at
the moment. ‘They get taken immediately’, says Desk worker André Luiten.
It looked at one point as if the
Housing Desk was facing its ﬁnal
season. There was a threat to the
continued existence of the main
agency for private accommodation
in Wageningen as the student union Pulse, which ran the Desk, has
folded. However, mid-August it became clear that the Housing Desk
would be able to restart as an independent foundation. Pulse chairperson Romy Appelman is pleased.
‘It provides a well-run service for
which there is a lot of demand.’
There is indeed a huge demand
for rooms this year too, after another record intake with 2000 new
students in Wageningen. But the
supply is growing too. Increasing
numbers of private individuals in
Wageningen and Ede are offering

The room agency used to work with cards, now everything is digital.

student rooms, in part in response
to campaigns by the Housing
Desk. In addition, sixty temporary
rooms have been created next to
the Junushoff Theatre. Luiten estimates that the number of students
without a room is about the same
as last year.
BUYING A FLAT
Resource carried out a small poll
of a dozen AID groups during the
introductory days. It showed that
around half of the freshers are still
looking for a room. Many students

sublet a room temporarily to
bridge the period without proper
accommodation. Very few students
have been able to get a room
through Idealis, the student accommodation provider. One student who did manage, registered
with Idealis at the start of the year
as soon as registration opened for
ﬁrst years.
Other students got lucky - they
were invited to an interview for a
place in a student house and were
accepted straight away. Whatever
the situation, hardly anyone opts

to live with their parents and commute. Four ﬁrst years tell us they
are even considering buying a ﬂat
together.
What tips does the Housing
Desk have for people looking for
accommodation? ‘If you see something on offer, you need to phone
immediately’, says Luiten. ‘But you
need to be patient too. For
example, get a place at the Wageningen campsite and make contacts
within your AID group - you might
ﬁnd you get a room through your
AS
network.’

KSV recruits most new members
KSV Franciscus worked hard
during the AID. This student
society signed up as many as 170
aspiring members. SSR-W
managed 153, while unconﬁrmed
reports suggest that Ceres did
not go above 143.
KSV is very pleased, says society
president Koen Smid. ‘An extremely good result. In past years we ha-

ve recruited between 130 and 150,
so this year tops them all. It’s a
great day for KSV.’
According to Smid, the increase
is due to the combination of the
extensive renovations to the clubhouse and an enthusiastic recruitment drive during the AID. ‘Our
building at the Stadsbrink has
been done up both inside and out.
And the whole society and all its

committees have put in extra effort
to recruit new members.’
At this stage, the enrolments
are provisional. Only after the Society Introductory Period will it be
clear how many aspiring members
will actually remain in the society.
‘We strive to keep everyone on
board, of course, but from experience we know there are always a
few dropouts, for whatever reason.’

Unitas has 45 new members.
‘That is about the number we had
expected to get, so we’re pleased’,
says president Miles van Aar. SSRW also says they are ‘very satisﬁed’
with their recruitment ﬁgures. Ceres was not available for comLvdN
ment.
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‘WHAT I CAN’T STAND IS
ALL THE UNCERTAINTY’
He has been slogging away all
through the summer to try to
avoid a ﬁne. But Tom Rijntjes is
not going to manage to ﬁnish his
Bachelor’s degree in Communication Sciences on time.

just not done to introduce such a
measure when people are halfway
through their studies. Most of my
delay dates from my ﬁrst year. I
still had to learn how to study and I
was very absorbed in club life at
Ceres. If I had known this then I
would have gone about my studies
very differently.’

SHOCK
This is what bothers Rijntjes most
about the whole slow student ﬁne:
the lack of clarity and the hassle.
He feels the principle of having a
ﬁne as a bit of a ‘stick’ to prompt
people to get through their degrees

CREDIT FOTOGRAAF

‘I have ﬁnished all my courses’,
Rijntjes explains. ‘I just need to ﬁnish off the literature study for my
thesis.’ He thinks that will take
him about a month. But the bill for
this delay has come in already.
‘Tuition fees plus 3000 euros ﬁne.
It comes to 4500 euros, I think. I
have been advised to pay in installments and then ask to have the excess I’ve paid reimbursed. But it is
not clear how it is going to work.
Do you have to pay it or don’t you?
Everyone gives you advice but no
one knows exactly.’

Tom Rijntjes: ‘Many students had the shock of their lives’.

faster is ‘OK’. ‘Actually the ﬁne is
surprisingly effective’, he comments. ‘Many students had the

shock of their lives and have been
working hard all through the summer. So it works. But of course it is

KAFKA
The election rhetoric around the
slow student ﬁne leaves Rijntjes
cold. ‘Just let them go on with their
stunts.’ He thinks the consequences of the ﬁne will not be too drastic in the end. ‘If it is no more than
a month, my parents will pay the ﬁne. I have also done committee
work and I may get some compensation for that from the FOS to cover the subsequent delay in graduating. That way I may be able to
pay back some of the ﬁne. But I
guess the form for that probably
still needs to be created. Have you
ever read Kafka’s The Trial? I really
don’t fancy having to ﬁgure it all
RK
out.’

THE FINE THAT NOBODY WANTS ANYMORE
‘In order to improve the pass rate, slow students will be charged higher fees.’ In the coalition agreement signed by the conservative
VVD and the Christian democrat CDA with the
support of the right-wing PVV in September
2010, it still sounds fairly innocuous. But the
truth soon came out: 3000 euros extra to pay
for every additional year at university or college. It was the brainchild of the CDA, as an
alternative to replacing student grants with a
loans system. The measure is intended to
make higher education more cost-eﬀective by
getting students through the system faster.
You get ﬁned for taking your time, in other
words.
Students and universities (which will pay an
equally stiﬀ ﬁne for each slow student) have
opposed these measures from the start. Their

main target is state secretary for education
Halbe Zijlstra, for whom the ﬁne has been
named: the Halbe levy. Last year, by no coincidence on Zijlstra’s birthday on 21 January, the
opposition led to a mass demonstration.
Fifteen thousand students gathered on the
Malieveld in The Hague. They were supported
by more than 1000 professors who processed
in academic gowns around the pond at the
houses of parliament, led by Wageningen’s rector magniﬁcus Martin Kropﬀ.
The protest bore fruit. The cabinet was forced
to water down the proposal to get it through
both the lower house (in April 2011) and the
upper house (in June 2011). At the request of
the reformed church party SGP, the introduction of the ﬁne was postponed by one year
until 1 September this year. Once additional

rules were added to cover exceptional cases
(illness, pregnancy, handicaps etc.), the Christian Union party also got behind the measure.
And in July this year a court ruled against the
objections of the student unions to the ﬁne. It
seemed at that point to be a fait accompli.
That was until the CDA – the party that came
up with the ﬁne in the ﬁrst place – suddenly
turned against the measure in its election
campaign. This means that a majority in the
current lower house of parliament is now
against the slow student ﬁne. Yet it remains in
place for the time being. Scrapping it before 1
September is not feasible. The parties cannot
reach an agreement on where to ﬁnd the
money to cover the scrapping of the ﬁne. So
the slow student ﬁne is in force for now. The
only question is, for how long?
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VAJAZZLING
Think the Oxford English Dictionary is old-fashioned? Check the
words that have appeared in the
online version since last week.
Tweeps are followers on Twitter,
lolz is a way of expressing pleasure, ridic is a hip abbreviation of
ridiculous. Less familiar to the
Resource editors is the jolly word
vajazzling. Can you guess? It
means decorating the female genitals with crystals, glitter and other
adornment. Pretty ridic.

‘Biggest green classroom’
for VHL ﬁrst years
Van Hall Larenstein University of
Applied Sciences in Velp wants to
have the largest green classroom
in the Netherlands. Three lecturers will give classes outside on
the lawn behind the school
building during the introduction,
the last week in August.
About three hundred chairs will be
set out on what was once the site of
the convent, says Inge Bosma, who
is coordinating the applied university’s introductory days. ‘Three lecturers will talk about the country
estate from the perspective of their

own subject. A logical choice as we
do have a particularly inspiring location for our teaching.’ She jokes:
‘Of course we are expecting everyone to pay close attention.’
The classroom is open to the
two hundred or so ﬁrst years, their
introduction week mentors and
anyone else who is interested. The
VHL lecturers are Jan van Merriënboer (Garden & Landscape Architecture), Roos van Doorn (Forest &
Nature Management) and Dan Assendorp (Land & Water Management).
This will not get VHL into the

Guinness Book of Records but Bosma says its main purpose is to have
a fun start to the academic year. After the lectures have ﬁnished, the
group will move to the bicycle
sheds at the front of the building
to enjoy Laarpop, the annual pop
festival. This year, the festival is
open to lecturers and other VHL
staff as well for the ﬁrst time. Bosma: ‘We want to give them an enjoyable start to the academic year
LvdN
as well.’

GOOD NIGHT
It is possible to learn in your sleep,
scientists at the Weizmann Institute have demonstrated. They
exposed sleeping test subjects to
combinations of tones and smells.
After they woke up a tone was
enough to evoke the matching response to the smell. A classic case
of conditioning. The question now
is: what can you learn in your
sleep? Aim: to sleep through lectures.

DO THE SUMS
Young people are bad at arithmetic. Not you, of course, dear learned reader. Test yourself? Rekenbeter.nl comes up with a couple of
sums for every weekday. You can
receive them in your inbox, to get
the grey matter working. Three
sums and a puzzle. If you divide
800 ﬁves by seven, what do you
get?

SEX STRIKE
Women in Togo will refuse to sleep
with their husbands for a week if
the president does not step down.
‘We have many ways of getting
men to understand what women in
Togo want’, says one of the organizers. The logic of this form of protest escapes us somewhat, but we
are pondering whether something
of the sort could be applied to get
rid of the slow student ﬁne, for
example.

Marlies Bos (the left-wing ﬂuﬀy type) and Jillis Herweijer (the right-wing Hooray Henry type)
rarely see eye to eye on matters of politics, the environment or student life.

FOR & AGAINST
Proposition: Student loans should be regulated.
Students borrow money far too readily.
MARLIES: Nowadays it is compulsory for adverts for
hire-purchase deals to carry a warning, and the
bank will only give you a loan if they are sure they
will get their money back. And yet at DUO it takes
no more than a couple of mouse clicks to get hundreds of euros put onto your account. You don’t even
have to have seen the rules for paying back the loan.
Of course, borrowing is unavoidable if you don’t have time for a job and your parents’ contribution is
small, and it should certainly continue to be possible. However, many students also use the money for
skiing holidays, smartphones and other things
which are certainly not essentials. Of course students should be smart enough to think through the
consequences. But for lack of education on the
matter and because a loan is so easy to arrange, it
seems this is deﬁnitely not always the case.
JILLIS RESPONDS: I am not one for thinking for
other people. Let students decide for themselves
whether they want to borrow money for a long holiday or not. At that age you are perfectly capable of
weighing up the consequences. Have a bit of trust
and let students have some freedom.

JILLIS: People (politicians and the budgeting advisory service Nibud in particular) have reacted in a rather panicky way to the realization that half of all students are in debt. I wonder why. Taking out a loan is
often a conscious choice students make. In view of
their education, these people should have brains
and can be assumed to have given their decision
careful thought. Whether you borrow to make ends
meet or in order not to have to think twice about every purchase, it’s up to you (you can also get a parttime job) and the interest is low. You can also see it
as an investment in your studies which – as long as
you haven’t picked a silly course – should lead to a
good salary later. In short, I am not too worried
about this. And to launch an educative campaign on
it strikes me as a waste of money and effort.
MARLIES RESPONDS: Conscious choice? Research
has shown that a lot of students don’t seem to be very savvy at all when it comes to money matters and
loans. And I know enough ex-students who in retrospect regret having borrowed so much. Plus, nowadays there is no guarantee of a job, so whether you
will be getting a good salary later is not certain.
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FAREWELL. Argo rowers and ex-rowers took the chance to pay a last visit to their familiar old premises on the Grebbedijk and bid farewell to the
changing rooms, the wet rooms, the canteen and the cramped board room. And to take a look at the drawings of the new building. Demolition of
the old building, which leaks like a sieve and does not meet the standards of the sports organization NOC*NSF, will start on 27 August. The new
building should be ready by the end of the year. The rowing club, which celebrates its centenary in 2013, has grown a lot in recent years. For the
LvdN, photo Guy Ackermans
coming season, which starts in September, almost 200 members have signed up.

EXIT WAGENINGEN STUDENT UNION
What will happen to the delivery bike?
‘We will sell it, together with the stencil machine and the
materials for making passport photographs. Our secondhand bookshop will be taken over by the Wageningen Environmental Platform. That was a Pulse working group,
now it will be carrying on independently. The HousingDesk will remain open.’

Who? Romy Appelman,
former chairman of Pulse,
the student union.
What? This week sees the
dissolution of the union
after more than 45 years.
Why? Pulse could not ﬁnd
new board members and
so ceases to exist.

And the archive?
‘A small part will be going to the university archive, the
rest will be lost. That includes a lot of banners and fantastic posters, some of which are 30 years old. We still have a
shelf of stuff from the 1970s that has come from the Wageningen Student Organization (WSO) HQ at Droevendaal.
For anyone who is interested, we still have 16 ﬂuorescent
orange vests left over from last year’s big student protest. ’

Doesn’t Veste represent student interests? What will we
miss with Pulse gone?
‘Veste is a party with seats on the student council, a mandatory ofﬁcial body. It has a say in university policy. A student union has a much broader remit, and is more independent of the university administration. It stands up for
students in practical matters, for example by arranging
housing beneﬁt for foreign students, organizing demonstrations, making a delivery bike available and campaigning for
more work places for students in their graduation year.’
Can Pulse ever rise from the ashes?
‘We are setting up a foundation called Stichting Arion (Arion Foundation) to manage the remaining funds. Anyone
wishing to set up a student union in future should get in
NM
touch with them.’
30 August 2012 — RESOURCE
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>> CULT
What? Lecture on the psychology of success Who? Ian Robertson, professor of Psychology at Trinity College, Dublin When? Thursday 6 September, 20.00 hours Where? Building no. 115 on campus Cost? Free

Drunk on power
The new meeting place on campus, Impulse, will soon be ofﬁcially opened. This will also be the kick-off for an extensive programme of debates,
events and lectures to be hosted in the centre’s hip rooms. One of the
ﬁrst speakers, Irish psychologist Ian Robertson, is going to talk about the
effects of power and success. What positive effects do they have on
health? Do women and men respond differently to them? And why do
people who are drunk on power do so much damage?
Robertson will go beyond an account of laboratory experiments, hormones and brain scans to speculate on the psychological mechanisms
behind well-known events. For example, Tony Blair’s series of policy
triumphs went to his head and he spoiled his relationship with President
Clinton. Another relevant example is the greed and remoteness from reality in international business banks, which plunged the world into an
economic crisis. There will be plenty of interest for anyone interested in
popular psychology. And others? It is worth coming for the excellent coffee served at Impulse. Unique on campus. RR

< Ian Robertson

>> THE WORKS
ORGANIC PEST
CONTROL IN BENIN
Who? Tim Möhlmann, MSc Biology
What? Internship on weaver ants for the organic pest control of
fruit ﬂies in mangos
Where? International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, Cotonou,
Benin
Why? I enjoy working with insects
‘Fruit ﬂies are a serious problem on mango plantations; they make 18
to 80 percent of the harvest unmarketable. Pesticides are not effective
enough and they are harmful to people and the environment. But fruit
ﬂies seem to do less damage when there are weaver ants living in the
tree. The ants probably leave a signal scent behind on the mangos,
which puts off the fruit ﬂies. During my internship I researched how
much of the weaver ant chemical signal is needed for effective pest control and how long the signal stays active. That information can help us
use the ants for organic pest control.
The Beninese are cheerful people. They always greet you on the streets
with a ‘bonjour’. The children there always wanted to shake my hand,
not to get money but because I was a “jovo” (white person). I sometimes
felt like a celebrity when they ran towards me shouting, “jovo, jovo”.
I visited Quidah with a German lad from my complex. Quidah is the
voodoo capital of the world, a place from which slaves used to be sold

and shipped. We visited a snake temple and saw the route the slaves
used to have to walk before being shipped off to Brazil. You get a lump
in your throat when you walk around there and think of all those who
went to their deaths there. A belief in voodoo is often combined with a
Christian faith in Benin. There are also many Muslims, but there are no
clashes. I did not feel unsafe for a single moment. I think that is because many people believe in voodoo: what you do to someone else you will
TM
get back.
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Future Challenges
Opening Academic Year 2012-2013

EMMA <<
Two Students and a Mattress
Midnight was approaching as the elevator hurtled towards
the ground. I stared down at my tummy, it had grown since I
had arrived at Hoevestein three hours earlier. Now it
drooped over the top of my trousers, complaining about the
amount of Chinese food it had consumed.
Suddenly the lift jerked violently to a stop and the doors
creaked open. In the corridor of the 4th ﬂoor, stood a curly
haired girl and a mattress. Before I had time to move, she
had pushed her way into the lift, forcing the mattress between my legs. ‘Ha! ﬁts perfectly’ she beamed at me, I could
only manage a high pitched acknowledgement from the top
of my fabric horse.
As we left the building, she refused to let me open the doors
for her. Her independence and pride declined my aid. That,
or her parents had told her not to talk to strangers. Either
way, when I bade her farewell as I unlocked my bike, her silence was deafening.
As she struggled to ﬁx the cotton wafﬂe to her bike I offered
my assistance again. Her stubbornness admitted defeat and
she accepted.
The next half hour was spent varying positions of bicycle,
mattress, straps and owner alike. From the corner of my eye
I noticed a boy hiccup and almost fall off his bicycle as he
passed two girls being attacked by a mattress monster.
Finally we forced down the beast and strapped it securely to
the bike. Admittedly, I had almost lost an eye and the bicycle lacked stability, but we had succeeded. As she waddled
away with a two-wheeled mattress, Curly gave me an enthusiastic wave of thanks. Irrespective of the situation or timing, students help each other.
As I rode home, I began contemplating a career in the cirEmma Holmes
cus............. as a mattress tamer.

With
– Ellis Rubenstein, President and CEO of New York
Academy of Sciences
– Loek Hermans, Frontman of the Dutch horticultural sector
– Aalt Dijkhuizen, President and Chairman Wageningen UR
– Martin Scholten, Managing Director Animal Sciences
Group Wageningen UR
All are welcome!
3 September 2012, Aula Wageningen UR
Register: www.openingacademischjaar.wur.nl

Language Courses
Starting September 17

Language Services

New!
English
 3UDFWLFDO(QJOLVK,,, ,,,
 $FDGHPLF:ULWLQJ,,, ,,,
Dutch
 'XWFKIRUEHJLQQHUVSDUW, ,,
 'XWFK3OXV
French
 )UHQFK,,,
Spanish
 6SDQLVK,,,

&DPEULGJH
(QJOLVKFRXUVHV

Register now!
,QWHUHVWHGLQDQRWKHUODQJXDJH"
ZZZODQJXDJHVHUYLFHVZXUQO
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announcements
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.

Mulatu Wakjira Jalata (MSc)
On August 10, we received the sad
news that, in his home country, our
PhD-student Mulatu Wakjira Jalata
had died of a meningitis infection.
Mulata was employed as a lecturer
at Jimma University, College of
Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine (JUCAVM; Ethiopia) and passed
away at the age of 39. In September 2007 he started an MSc-study
Organic Agriculture at Wageningen
University. After successful completion of this study, Mulatu obtained a grant from Wageningen
University to pursue a PhD-study
on Ecological weed management in
coﬀee production systems in Ethiopia at the Centre for Crop Systems
Analysis (CSA). His PhD-track started in March 2010. Early 2012 Mulatu visited CSA after his ﬁrst ﬁeld
season. He submitted his ﬁrst paper, started working on a second
manuscript and prepared for a new
ﬁeld season. When in May he was
informed that his research grantapplication with Nuﬃc was approved, it seemed that nothing could
stop him from obtaining his much
desired PhD-degree.
We came to learn Mulatu as a talented, modest and committed student and a friendly and amiable
person. We will all miss him. Our
thoughts are with his wife and son.
We particularly wish them and his
friends and colleagues from JUCAVM a lot of strength in dealing with
this great loss.
Lammert Bastiaans, on behalf of
the Centre for Crop Systems
Analysis

Ruben Ossewaarde
On 14 August 2012 we heard the
sad news that Ruben Ossewaarde
had passed away suddenly, aged
20.
Ruben had been a student at Van
Hall Larenstein University of Applied Sciences since 2010, studying Forensic Sciences.
We knew Ruben as a friendly, intelligent but reserved young man.
Ruben never talked about his personal life. He made an explicit decision to keep his private life separate from his university life.
Ruben always took his studies seriously and he had a clear idea of
what he wanted to do with his degree. He was busy looking at the
diﬀerent minors he could specialize in to see which one best suited
him and his objectives. Sadly, these objectives will never be
achieved.
Our sincerest thoughts are with
Ruben’s family and friends as they
cope with this great loss.
On behalf of the Life Sciences &
Technology unit,

Inspirational workshop and writing
doctor in Wageningen library
(bblthk)
The workshop is on Monday 3 September from 20.00 to 22.00h. Participants will be given lively writing exercises to get their creative
juices going. Where can you ﬁnd
ideas and how do you turn them
into stories or poems? Anyone can
take part, both experienced writers and novices. Costs: 5 euros.
Author Annie van Gansewinkel will
be acting as a writing doctor on
Friday 7 September. She will be
holding her free doctor’s surgery
from 18.30 to 20.30 in the library
for everyone who writes or would
like to. She will help with general

questions such as how to ﬁnd a publisher or how honest to be in an
autobiography. But you can also
bring along your own work for a
speciﬁc question or quick review.
INFO AND REGISTRATION: WWW.BBLTHK.NL AND
INFO@ANNIEVANGANSEWINKEL.NL..

WEP continues Pulse second-hand
bookshop
With the disappearance of Pulse at
the end of august the Wageningen
Environmental Platform (WEP, a
working group of Pulse) will take
over Pulse’s room at Forum (room
239). This means the second hand
bookshop will still exist. WEP will
also start its own service at the beginning of September, from the
same location: Veggiebags. A Veggiebag is a bag of locally produced
organic vegetables for which you
can subscribe, and then get a bag
weekly. For more info about the
services, send a mail to wep@wur.
nl or check the site.
WWW.WAGENINGENENVIRONMENTALPLATFORM.NL

Subscription?
Would you like to continue reading Resource
after graduating, retiring or leaving your job at
Wageningen UR? For 58 euros you can have 22
issues per year delivered to your door.
See resource.wur.nl/en/page/colophon.

Natascha van de Bosch, his study
development counsellor, and Wendy Zuidema-Haans, director

>>
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Wageningen UR zoekt:
Assistant Professor in Organic Surface Chemistry (Tenure Track)
AFSG Organische Chemie, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: AFSG-ORC-0023

How do you like your
day-to-day work at
Wageningen UR?

Beleidsmedewerker Internationaal
BC Corporate Education & Research, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: BC-0014

Employee

monitor

2012

Beleidsmedewerker (Inter)nationale strategie
BC Corporate Education & Research, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: BC-0015

Full Professor Strategic Communication
BC Corporate Human Resources, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: WU-2012-HL009

Full Professor Philosophy
BC Corporate Human Resources, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: WU-2012-HL010

PhD position Towards the development of carbondioxide neutral
renewable cement (Biocement)
ESG Centrum Bodem, Petten / Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: ESG CB-0096

Applicatie Ontwikkelaar .NET
FB IT Information Systems, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: FB-0026

Technisch (applicatie) beheerder
FB IT Information Systems, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: FB-0027

Technisch (applicatie) beheerder, Linux/Tomcat/Apache

How do you like your day-to-day work at Wageningen UR?
Let us know what you think through the Employee monitor 2012,
a unique opportunity to give your opinion on matters such as the
organisation, management and atmosphere at your department.
The survey will be sent to you by e-mail on Tuesday 4 September.
You can complete the survey, which will only take 10 minutes,
between 4 and 18 September!
The more people take the survey, the more accurate the results
ZLOOEH7KLVZLOOEHQH¿WDOORIXVLQRXUMRLQWHIIRUWVWRLPSURYHWKH
TXDOLW\RIRXUZRUNLQJHQYLURQPHQW
*RWR,QWUDQHWWR¿QGRXWZKDWZHGLGZLWKWKHUHVXOWVRIWKH(PSOR\HH
monitor 2010: Intranet > People > Well-being & Health > Employee monitor

FB IT Information Systems, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: FB-0028

Technisch manager elektronenmicroscopie
PSG Elektronen Microscopie Centrum, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-EMC-0000

PhD-project - From Diagnosis to Design
PSG Plantaardige Productie Systemen, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: PSG-PPS-0007

Specialist food safety, standards and technical barriers to trade

Respond?
Interested in other people’s views on the news?
Want to comment yourself? At resource.wur.nl/en
we carry on providing news and engaging in debate.

SSG Centre for Development & Innovation, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-CDI-0015

Assistant professor in Climate and Energy Policy/Governance
(Tenure Track)
SSG Milieubeleid, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-ENP-0013

Secretaresse
SSG LEI Secretariaat Onderzoeksvelden, Den Haag
Vacaturenummer: SSG-LEI-SECR-0004

PhD position: Novel protein foods: what do elderly need, what do
elderly want?
SSG Marktkunde en consumentengedrag, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-MCB-0006

Lecturer (docent) at Rural and Environmental History Group
SSG Agrarische Geschiedenis, Wageningen
Vacaturenummer: SSG-RHI-0000

Docent Tuin en akkerbouw
VHL Landbouw, Leeuwarden
Vacaturenummer: VHL LB0012

>>
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>>TYPICAL DUTCH

SORRY I’M LATE
It really surprises me when people in the Netherlands tend to apologise for being even a minute
late. In Ghana, where I come from, not being time conscious is a national issue. People simply do
not respect time and this is reﬂected in delays in the commencement of well-designed programmes with strict schedules. Usually these are mere paperwork and people rarely pay attention to
punctuality. In Ghana you owe nobody an apology even if you are 30 minutes late.

Coming from this background, I could not help but ask my Dutch colleagues why one of our lecturers at the university had to apologise for being only two minutes late. It was so surprising and I
still get shocked at how my group work colleagues will quickly apologise for being even a minute
late. My Dutch friends tell me that a Dutch person goes by the clock day and night. This is seen in
the way almost every Dutch person has a planner to keep up to time. This is not part of the Ghanaian culture. I have tried keeping a planner for myself on countless occasions but have always
failed to consistently write in my schedules.
My ﬁrst shock with regard to ‘Dutch time’ has helped me to reorient myself in my time consciousness. Now, in my second year of studying in the Netherlands, I try to always be on time. And if I am
Paulina Ayawah , Ghanaian MSc student of International Developlate, I simply say, ‘Sorry I’m late, guys’.

In Ghana schedules are
mere paperwork;
Dutch colleagues apologize
for being one minute late

ment Studies, Wageningen University.

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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