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More students choose
Wageningen UR again

University gets honours
programme at last

Social science degrees expect to
grow by at least 70 percent. | p.4 |

But it mustn’t turn into an elite class,
warn students and teachers. | p.22 |
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Um, is it my turn? OK. So, yeah, I’m Resource. I’m seven years old already and I
live here in Wageningen city. I’ve got a great little pad on campus but I’m going
to have to move soon. So if anyone knows of a place...
I’m not going to join a society or anything. I like my independence, I don’t like
too many commitments. I am planning to make a lot of friends though, as I love
knowing what’s going on. So if you hear any good stories, let me know.
A brilliant thing happened last year when I was picked as the best uni mag in
Holland. Cool, because writing is my big hobby. I do it every day on my website,
resource.wur.nl. I’d love it if you came by sometime soon.

Gaby van Caulil

>> You can come across the Wageningen UR logo all over the Netherlands.
In Lelystad ‘we’ do research on animal diseases. p.16
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VDPH

Wageningen University’s Bachelor’s degree programmes in the
social sciences are attracting far
more students than last year.
Management, Economics &
Consumer Studies, Public Health
& Society and Applied Communication Science all have 70 percent
more preliminary registrations
than this time last year, according
to ﬁgures produced by Studielink,
which records ﬁrst-year enrolments.
About one hundred new students have applied for Management, Economics & Consumer
Studies while Public Health &
Society has around 50. Applied
Communication Science, which
saw a substantial fall in the number of students last year, now has

more than 20 new students.
A total of nearly 1200 new Bachelor’s students have enrolled for
a degree in Wageningen. That is 11
percent more than last year. The
most popular programmes are Biology and Nutrition & Health, both
heading for 130 ﬁrst years. International Development Studies is suddenly another favourite, attracting
the interest of more than ninety
students (an increase of 19 percent
compared with this time last
year).
9+/
The latest ﬁgures, for mid-July,
show that Van Hall Larenstein university of applied sciences had
1156 new students, about level
with the same time last year. There
has been a big fall in the number
of students doing a part-time degree, though. Spokesperson Judith
Pierik says this is because you can
no longer get funding for a second
higher education qualiﬁcation.
‘This nationwide trend started last

5HFRUGQXPEHURI
UHJLVWUDWLRQVIRU
WKHLQWURGXFWLRQ
– 1,561 AID participants
– 1,055 Dutch ﬁrst-year students
and 506 international students
– 109 combined degrees (uni/
VHL/Stoas) for BSc students
– 33 MSc Regular and 9 MSc
Light combined degrees

year and now we are seeing it continue.’
However, the full-time programmes are doing well. In particular, a lot of students are opting
for AgriBusiness & Management
(Leeuwarden and Wageningen),
Coastal & Marine Management
and Food Technology in Leeuwarden, Forest & Nature Management
and Land & Water Management in
Velp and Tropical Agriculture in
Wageningen. /YG1

61($.35(9,(:

0RYLH:YROXQWHHUVDUHEXV\GRLQJXSDQGSDLQWLQJWKHLUQHZTXDUWHUV7KH:DJHQLQJHQŊOPKRXVHLVPRYLQJWRéW
9HQWVWHUDQDUWVFHQWUHRQWKHFRUQHURIWKH:LOKHOPLQDZHJDQGWKH*HQHUDDO)RXONHVZHJ7KHYROXQWHHUVKDYH
HQODUJHGWKHEXLOGLQJéVHQWUDQFHKDOODGGHGVRXQGSURRŊQJWRWKHFHLOLQJVDQGEXLOWDVWDQGIRUVHDWLQJ0RYLH:éV
IXWXUHZDVXQFHUWDLQIRUDORQJWLPHHDUO\LQLWEHFDPHFOHDULWZRXOGKDYHWRYDFDWH/$DQGRQO\LQ0DUFK
WKLV\HDUGLGWKHŊOPKRXVHVHFXUHWKHIXQGLQJWRVWDUWDIUHVKHOVHZKHUH0RYLH:H[SHFWVWREHVKRZLQJŊOPVDJDLQ
IURPPLG6HSWHPEHU *Y&SKRWR%DUWGH*RXZ
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ð -HURHQ1DDLMNHQVDSSRLQWHGWR
RYHUVHHXQVFUDPEOLQJRIWKH
9+/PHUJHU
ð ([SHULHQFHGPDQDJHUZLOOVHHN
VWDELOLW\

Jeroen Naaijkens has been asked
by the executive board to take on
the role of ‘quartermaster’ at VHL.
He will hold talks with many people in and around the applied sciences university and give advice on
unscrambling the merger and new
directors for the institution. Naaijkens is an experienced administrator and knows a great deal about
higher education, agri-food and
landscape. He was the executive
board chairman of HAS Den Bosch
for eleven years and now has his
own consultancy ﬁrm.
‘I won’t overwhelm people with
plans,’ Naaijkens makes clear
straightaway. ‘I have been approached by the present supervisory
board to look for a new supervisory
body to enable VHL to carry on autonomously. To get a good idea of
the qualities and people the new
board needs, I will talk with many
people to gauge the opinions both
within and outside the applied sciences university. This will enable
me to make a recommendation to
the Supervisory Board on 1 October.’
Naaijkens will listen carefully,
say those within his circle who
know him as an administrator. He
is not afraid to make decisions, but
he only does this when he is sure
that a decision will be supported.
This seems to be the approach he
will take in Van Hall Larenstein. ‘I
won’t make up a new strategy; I
will look into existing plans. An approach should come out of that
which can enable VHL to move on.
Hopefully we can then close the internal discussions and work on the
future from a stable foundation.
It’s a pity if uncertainty at the institution level prevents people from
enjoying their work.’ AS
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From this academic year, students
whose course list has been approved can graduate any day of the
year. The university has adapted
procedures and the software to go
with them so that students can gra-

duate as soon as their last results
have been processed.
‘Up to now, students could graduate once a month’, says Jos
Kroonenburg of the Student Service Centre. ‘To do so they had to
register within a certain period
and then we checked whether they
had indeed completed all the
courses, and if there was something unﬁnished we enquired as to
why that was. Now we don’t have to
go through all those hoops any mo-

re. From now on the system will
see which students have passed all
their courses. They will get an
email asking them: “Maybe you’d
like to graduate?”’
This new system will beneﬁt
students facing a ﬁne for taking
too long over their degrees – although that was not the reason for
introducing it, says Kroonenburg.
‘We’ve been working on the link
between the course list and the
overview of results for a year and a

half already. Other universities
have been doing it like this for some time; in that sense we were
the exception. Now we are reasonably in line with the rest.’
The degree ceremonies will
continue to follow a ﬁxed schedule: they will be held twice a year
for Bachelor’s students and ﬁve
times a year for Master’s students. /YG1

LQEULHI
ǋǋ678'(17

$VEHVWRVULVN
Ten students had to vacate their home on
the Hoogstraat for a while at the beginning of August because it was thought
that asbestos had been found in the shop
they live above. Suspect material was
found during renovations to The Phone
House. When it turned out not to pose
any health risks the students could move
back in. The contractor has closed the
holes between the shop ceiling and the
ﬂat. /YG1

ǋǋ1(02

%UHHGLQJDOJDH
A Wageningen algae nursery is to be located on the roof of the Amsterdam science museum NEMO. Between 7 September and 9 October visitors can see how
you grow algae as a source of sustainable energy, biobased material and nutrition. This is all part of a two-day conference called Transnatural, where discussions will focus on sustainable technologies that do not exhaust nature but ‘play
by her rules’. For anyone wanting to
know more about this subject: on 17 September René Wijﬀels, professor of Bioprocess Technology at Wageningen UR
will be talking about algae as a sustaina-

ble source of raw materials, among other
things. There are a few cheap tickets left,
available to Wageningers via Transnatural. *Y&

6&+$0,1(ǉǉ

ǋǋ,$336

=DGRNVKRQRXUHG
Emeritus professor Jan Carel Zadoks has
received a prestigious honour for his services to plant protection science. He has
been made honorary member of the International Association for Plant Protection Sciences (IAPPS). Between 1980
and 1994, Zadoks was professor of Ecological Phytopathology in Wageningen,
where one of his achievements was to
develop a system for the eco-friendly
management of diseases and pests. He
also wrote a standard work on plant protection and advised many international
agricultural organizations. Together with
professor Lawrence Apple, Zadoks is the
ﬁrst person to be made honorary life
member of the IAPPS. AS

ǋǋ678'(17

3XOVHVWRSSLQJ
Student union Pulse has reached the end
of the road. Two of the four new board
members have opted out after all. The
current board members are going to dissolve the union. They feel it to be a sad
lack that Wageningen will soon not have
a student union anymore. ‘Certainly in
these times, with the current pressure on
student housing and the government
measures that are being welcomed with
open arms.’ Pulse was a merger between
student council party PSF and student
union WSO. /YG1

)RFXV
After the abject failure of Euro 2012 (which seems so long
ago now) and the disappointment of the Tour de France,
the summer ﬁnally brightened up for Dutch sport with the
Olympic Games in London. The Netherlands ﬁnished
thirteenth in the medal rankings, with six golds. What
made a lasting impression on me was the approach taken
by the Dutch sportsmen and women: focusing on their
goal and sacriﬁcing everything for that one moment. They
knew that everything depends on one exercise, one sprint,
one ﬁnal race, one successful drag ﬂick, touching the side
one fraction of a second before the rest.
Cyclist Marianne Vos abandoned the competitions on the
track to concentrate entirely on that one road race. Swimmer Ranomi Kromowidjojo was able to recover from a severe bout of meningitis. Focus is a valuable skill, not just
in sport but elsewhere too. For example, when publishing
a paper in Nature or Science, ﬁnding a room in a decent
student house, making a covenant with the ministry on
how to spend additional funds for nature, or giving a
friendly welcome to a guest at a reception.
A photo taken by Klaas Jan van der Weij in de Volkskrant
newspaper shows gymnast Epke Zonderland examining
his gold medal, a bouquet of ﬂowers in his hand, standing
on the highest podium. I think this is a wonderful image.
You see him thinking, ‘Yes, I did it! I believed I could and
yes, I managed it.’ Willpower, focus, belief in your own
ability. Let’s start the new academic year with this image
in mind. -RRS6FKDPLQ«H
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Student accommodation provider
Idealis is optimistic about its plans
to tackle the accommodation
shortage in 2012. The organization
expects to have housed all ﬁrstyears by 1 May, unlike last year
when dozens of students were still
on the waiting list at that time.
Already this year, 1499 ﬁrst
years have registered with Idealis,
1179 of them students at Wageningen University. Last year the total
number of registrations was 1449,
including 1100 WU students. Idealis will be accommodating the growing number of students with the
help of the 345-room Rijnveste
complex, due to be delivered next
March. Then Idealis will have more than 4800 rooms.

6WXGHQWVDW'H:LHOHUEDDQFDPSVLWH6HSWHPEHU

&$036,7(
The Pulse accommodation
desk has also noticed considerable interest in the trickle of
rooms on offer. Currently, around
20 students a day apply for the
rooms they advertise. The accommodation desk will only know if
the problem is bigger than last
year after AID, when they analyse
the ﬁgures.

De Wielerbaan campsite is also
seeing plenty of interest. The owner says many students have been
phoning for information about a
spot for a tent or caravan and they
have even had ten bookings. Every
September, the campsite gets
about 40 to 50 students. They then
leave one by one for Wageningen,
with the last ones usually going by
the end of March. RR

THIS IS WHY YOU HAVEN’T GOT A ROOM

<

ou’re excited about your introduction week, your life as a
student has just started but there
is one major problem - you still
haven’t got a room. Why not?
Why aren’t there any rooms for
me? There are too many of you.
Studying in Wageningen is popular and student numbers are rocketing. This has been going on for
years. The forecast is for annual
growth of ten percent but we have
exceeded that this year. The increase in the number of rooms is
simply lagging behind.
How severe is the accommodation shortage? That depends on
who you ask. According to Wageningen UR, there is a shortfall of
hundreds of rooms this year, set
to rise to several thousand in four

*07(&+1,48(6
2138%/,&9,(:

years’ time. On the other hand,
student housing provider Idealis
denies there is any shortage in the
short term. Both organizations
use the same student number forecasts but they draw completely
different conclusions.
I haven’t got a room so surely there is a shortage? It all depends on
your assumptions and deﬁnitions. Wageningen UR thinks three
quarters of all students (and all
international students) should be
able to live in Wageningen, you
shouldn’t spend more than a couple of months on the waiting list
and living in Ede is only acceptable as a temporary solution. Idealis takes a very different attitude.
It assumes 65 percent of the students will be living in Wageningen and thinks students could

equally well live in Ede, where it
also has accommodation on offer.
What is more, it assumes a maximum of eight months on the waiting list. Everyone should have a
room by 1 May.
So I am guaranteed a room by 1
May? Last year, Idealis failed to
make that deadline. However, in
March the new complex Rijnveste
will be ready for use, giving Idealis 345 additional units. On the
minus side, however, the preliminary registrations have shown a
bigger increase (11 percent) than
the 10 percent allowed for in the
accommodation supply calculations. Of course, there are also the
rooms offered privately in and
around Wageningen. Camping
can be fun too – for a while. 5.

Plant Research International will
be opening its trial plots of genetically modiﬁed potatoes to the public on 25 August. Visitors can ﬁnd
out about a potato that has been
rendered resistant to disease, as
well as about plant breeding in organic agriculture. ‘One of the
things we will show is that the one
programme is highly relevant to
the other’, says initiator Bert Lotz.
You don’t see that often: an open
day on genetic modiﬁcation.
‘We held an open evening last
year too, but that targeted people
in the region. That went so well
that we have now drawn attention
to it more widely.’
In the past you were a lot more
reticent, with possible protests
against genetic modiﬁcation in
mind.
‘The potato disease is a serious
problem and genetic modiﬁcation
is a way of solving it. There is debate about that so it is important that
a research organization like us makes clear what it is doing. Everyone
has been invited, including Greenpeace. We want to be open and
transparent. Everyone should form
their own opinion and after the
guided tour of the trial ﬁeld there
will be plenty of opportunity for
discussion.’
You can even compare organic
agriculture with GM agriculture at
the open day.
‘That is unique in the world. We
show the potential of two different
techniques side by side, and they
have even been developed by the
same researchers, to some extent.’
AS
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Food safety institute Rikilt is giving up some of its ofﬁce space.
The space will be taken over by the
Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority (NVWA), ‘fellow occupant’ of the Vitae building on Wageningen campus. The NVWA
branch in Wageningen needs
more room to accommodate an inﬂux of staff due to the closure of
the Zutphen and Eindhoven ofﬁces.
Rikilt’s director Robert van Gorcom expects about ﬁve to ten employees will have to give up their
individual ofﬁces. Others will have
less workspace. Van Gorcom: ‘For

example, I will be getting a smaller
room’. To compensate, there will
be more meeting areas and ﬂexible
workstations.
The Rikilt employees’ council
supports the decision and has
been properly consulted, says representative Richard Helsdingen.
‘It’s a logical decision. So there’s
no protest, just some individual irritation at most.’
Indirectly, the move will mean
savings in Rikilt’s expenditure on
rent. That is not a bad idea in view
of the future, says Van Gorcom.
‘Although we hardly have any problems at the moment, we are expecting revenue to fall next year.’
Rikilt gets a relatively large number of commissions from the government, which is currently downsizing and making cutbacks. RR

681%('

7KLVLVFDOOHG7KH1HZ/LJKWLQJ VHULRXVO\ RU+1%IRUVKRUW IRUWKH'XWFKQDPH 
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ZLOOVWDUWRQ$XJXVWWRHVWDEOLVKZKHWKHU7KH1HZ/LJKWLQJZRUNVRQWRPDWRHVGXH
WREHKDUYHVWHGDURXQG&KULVWPDVDVZHOO7KRVHWRPDWRHVDUHH[SHQVLYHEHFDXVHWKHUH
LVVROLWWOHGD\OLJKW *Y&SKRWR7RP'XHFN

‘IT WAS A
HECTIC DAY’

:KR"Bastiaan Meerburg
:KDW"Was interviewed
in 8 radio programmes
last week and made
the front page of
De Telegraaf
:K\"Meerburg
announced that he
was looking for rat
droppings to measure
rats’ resistance to
pesticides, and the
Dutch press pounced
on the story

Had a lot of journalists on the phone?
‘You can say that again. We issued a press
release on Tuesday 7 August asking the general public to send us rat droppings. The
next day I had six radio interviews, including with Ron Brandsteder, Ruud de Wild
and the Radio 1 news. It was clearly the silly
season. But that is exactly what I wanted - to
get people’s attention and get them to send
us droppings.’
Has it worked?
‘By 9 August I already had rat droppings
from eleven different postal code areas.
What also worked well was that I was able to
refer them to the website bruinerat.nl for
more information. That’s because we only
want wild brown rat droppings. The website
had nearly 700 visitors on the ﬁrst day. We
are hoping to get hundreds of samples.’
Is resistance to pesticides a big problem?
‘It seems to be. Last year we did an exploratory study in which we collected dead rats’
tails, then extracted the DNA to determine
whether there was resistance. And there
was. Now we want more samples and we
want to see where resistance is developing hence the importance of the postal codes.
We are working with droppings this time as
I don’t think many people would send us
rats’ tails.’ AS

Q827(
‘@kwakzalverij What’s got into Prof.Dr. Savelkoul of
@wageningenur?’
Kata Ottovay of the RIVM sees that Huub Savelkoul is going to give a lecture at a training
day for the Dutch association for a critical approach to vaccinations (twitter, 7 August).

.,72
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People who live near a park feel
healthier. That correlation has
been known for some time. Now it
turns out the green space closer to
home, in your own street, is at least
as strongly related to wellbeing.
This has been shown by new research done jointly by Wageningen
UR, the University of Utrecht and
the Dutch institute for health research NIVEL.
The study was carried out in 80
neighbourhoods in Rotterdam,
Utrecht, Den Bosch and Arnhem.
Besides the amount of vegetation
in the street and neighbourhood
(i.e. parks), the quality of these
green spaces was also measured.
Quality in this context means how
well-maintained, natural and colourful the area is, and how much
litter is lying around. All these data
were correlated with the results of
a survey of a total of 1640 residents.
It is not just the quantity but also the quality of green space that is
positively linked to health. This
goes for small-scale green spaces
too. ‘A green-looking street is at
least as important as a park, which

ILLUSTRATION: DICHTBIJ.NL

ð 7KHTXDOLW\RIWKHJUHHQVSDFH
PDWWHUVDVPXFKDVWKHTXDOLW\
ð 0RUHVRFLDOERQGLQJQHDUE\
PHDQVOHVVVWUHVV

$JUHHQVWUHHWLVMXVWDVLPSRUWDQWDVDSDUNDURXQGWKHFRUQHU

is often located a bit further away’,
says researcher Sjerp de Vries of Alterra. But the effects are actually
quite minor. De Vries: ‘That is not
surprising, actually. There are so
many factors inﬂuencing health.
Green space is not a miracle cure.
But it does have the same effect on
everyone in a green neighbourhood, and that adds up in the end.’
/(66675(66
So a green environment is healthy.
But why is that, actually? In as yet
unpublished follow-up research

De Vries and his colleagues look at
three possible explanations. Green
space reduces stress, improves social cohesion or promotes physical
exercise. The ﬁrst two reasons
seem to be the most important.
Green space facilitates relaxation
and provides a meeting place. The
mental beneﬁts of a green habitat
seem to outweigh the physical ones, according to De Vries.
This conﬁrms the belief that a
green-looking street is good for
people’s health. ‘With a park, you
have to go there to experience it. If

there is vegetation in your own
street you see it every day.’ It is
good news that not just the quanti-

gry they felt and how strong their
urge to eat was. In order to disguise the subject of the study, the test
was made to look like a taste experiment. After they left, the food they
had left uneaten was weighted.
Portion size appeared to have
no impact on satiety or sensations
of hunger. This ﬁnding has potential to help in the battle against
overeating. Snack portions have
been growing over the decades,
both in America and in the Netherlands. ‘The packets of drinks, crisps and cookies are all getting big-

ger and bigger’, says Van Kleef.
‘Even the slices of cheese in the nineteen seventies weighed less than
they do now.’ The increased intake
of snack calories to become in effect a ‘fourth meal’ is even suspected to be one of the causes of the
obesity epidemic.
Because students in this test are
only monitored for ﬁfteen minutes, it is not known whether a
compensation effect goes into action later. Van Kleef: ‘It could be that
people from the one group eat more after two or three hours.’ RR

*UHHQVSDFH
UHGXFHVVWUHVV
ty but also the quality of the green
space matters. De Vries: ‘For years
people have been calling for more
green space. But there is not much
room for expansion. It is often possible to improve the quality
though.’ RK

60$//(561$&.667,//$75($7
ð %LWHVL]HGVQDFNKHOSLQJV
VDWLVI\HDWHUVDVPXFKDV
ELJRQHV
ð &XWWLQJSRUWLRQVL]HVFDQKHOS
SUHYHQWRYHUZHLJKW

People who indulge in a minisnack are just as satiated ﬁfteen
minutes later as people who take a
much larger portion. This ﬁnding
has come out of an experiment by
Ellen van Kleef, associate professor of Marketing and Consumer

Behaviour. Her results were published in the journal Food Quality and
Preference.
During the study, 104 American
students were offered unlimited
quantities of three snacks: chocolate, crisps and apple pie. Half the
students were offered mini-portions such as 10 grams of chocolate,
10 grams of crisps or 40 grams of
apple pie. The other half were given large portions: 100 grams of
chocolate, 80 grams of crisps or
200 grams of apple pie. On a questionnaire they indicated how hun-
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Fragile older people – those who tire
easily and are not very strong or mobile – beneﬁt from weight training. And
if they also get extra protein, their
muscle mass increases more than
when they continue with their usual
diets. These discoveries were made by
researchers at the Food and Nutrition
Top Institute, the Human Nutrition
department at Wageningen UR and
Maastricht University Medical Centre.
The research will be published in October’s issue of the Journal of the American Medical Directors Association.
If our exercise patterns remain the
same, we gradually lose muscle mass
from the age of 30. After 65 the process speeds up and someone of 80 has
on average half the muscle mass of
someone of 30. ‘That is one of the
main reasons why many elderly people start to function badly’, says Michael Tieland, a doctoral researcher
at Human Nutrition and ﬁrst author
of the article. ‘This makes it important to maintain muscle mass. And to
do that you need weight training.’

PHOTO: MICHAEL TIELAND

025(086&/(0$66
Tieland and his colleagues wondered
whether you could increase the effectiveness of weight training by getting
people to eat more protein. They stu-

died 62 fragile elderly people of an
average of 80 years old. The picked
them up in minibuses twice a week
for a ﬁtness session at the university.
The old people did whole-body workouts for 24 weeks on apparatus such
as a leg press. Half of them also ate a
protein supplement of 15 grams of
protein twice a day; the other half were given a placebo. Tieland: ‘We used
high quality proteins from dairy products: a combination of casein and
whey proteins.’
The old people raved about the regime, says the researcher. Both
groups had 40 percent more muscle
power at the end of the experiment
and they performed comparably better on a balance test, a walking test
and a test in which they had to get up
out of a chair. But the ‘protein group’
turned out to have developed almost
one and a half kilos more muscle
mass than the ‘placebo group’. ‘It is
difﬁcult to measure the direct health
effect of this’, explains Tieland, ‘and
we only expect those to emerge in the
longer term. It is very likely, in any
case, that more muscle mass leads to
better health.’
If it is up to Tieland, all nursing
homes will set up a ﬁtness room as
soon as they can. And should they give
their residents special protein supplements as well? ‘It’s possible’, says Tieland, ‘but an extra portion of proteinrich products such as dairy, meat, soya
or ﬁsh probably works just as well. I
advise my own grandma to eat a bowl
of quark at breakfast.’ 1LHQNH%HLQWHPD

7KHWHVW
VXEMHFWV
UDYHG
DERXWWKH
UHVXOWVRI
WKHZHLJKW
WUDLQLQJ

9,6,ƿ1ǉǉ

è$JULFXOWXUDOSROLWLFVQRWFOLPDWHLVFDXVLQJ
KLJKIRRGSULFHVé

)RRGSULFHVDUHYHU\KLJKWKLVVXPPHU2ZLQJWRWKHSHUVLVWHQW
GURXJKWLQWKH86DQG5XVVLDWKHKDUYHVWIRUHFDVWVIRUJUDLQV
FRUQDQGVR\DKDYHEHHQUHYLVHGGRZQZDUGVDQGIRRGSULFHVDUH
HGJLQJWRZDUGVWKHUHFRUGOHYHOVRIDQGZKHQIRRG
ULRWVEURNHRXW
‘Yes, the extreme climate conditions are the immediate cause
of today’s high food prices,’ says agricultural economist Niek
Koning. ‘But I know of no studies that show that the more extreme climate is causing more failed harvests. Failed harvests are
nothing new, but governments used to set aside food reserves,
like the EU butter mountain. These reserves were scrapped
when agricultural policy was liberalized, so now failed harvests
are triggering higher prices.’
Apparently in the US one-third of the corn harvest is being used for
biofuels.
‘That’s right. The impact of biofuels on food prices is being
widely debated. Ideally, corn would be processed to produce
ethanol when corn prices are low. And when the price of corn rises, ethanol production would stop, so that food prices don’t
skyrocket. But the ethanol industry is not halting its production
because it has invested in factories and incurred ﬁxed costs.’
And speculation?
‘Many NGOs are pointing the ﬁnger at speculators, saying they
are driving up prices. I’d say there is some truth in this. Speculators are not the cause of high prices, but they do exacerbate price ﬂuctuations.’
But prices are high, aren’t they?
‘On average food prices are at a higher level than they were ten
years ago. One cause of this is being overlooked: the policy reforms which led to low prices between 1980 and 2007. As a result of this, too little has been invested in agriculture. Take the
EU for example. We started taking land out of production and
replacing price support with income supplements, and income
supplements did not boost production like price support. As a
result, production growth was greatly retarded. This is why we
now have a permanent shortage. The high prices are already
prompting more agricultural investments in Brazil and Africa.
This leads me to believe that food prices will start to drop in ﬁve
years’ time.’ AS

352326,7,21
‘Wishful thinking and good intentions hamper
research on real life problems’
Gudrun Schwilch, due to receive her PhD on 4 September in Wageningen
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The bananas which we eat – the
Cavendish variety – are becoming
more susceptible to fungi due to
monoculture cultivation. In particular, the soil fungus Fusarium
oxysporum affects banana plantations all over the world. But a solution is in sight. Wageningen phytopathologist Gert Kema, who recently published the banana genome sequence in Nature together
with French researchers, discovered that the wild banana (Musa acuminate) is resistant to the main variant (TR40) of the fungus. Kema
now wants to track down the genes
responsible for this in order to develop a resistant banana.
‘This wild variety is not edible,’
says Kema. ‘Unlike the Cavendish,
which is sterile, the wild variety
contains many seeds. Since we
now know the genome sequence of
this Musa acuminata, we have the
basic reference for breeding a resistant banana for consumption.’
How do you go about that?
‘We want to produce about a
hundred new plants from the Musa and then determine which genes are responsible for the resistance to Fusarium. We will then introduce these genes into commercial varieties. There is a real need
for this. ’
Who will ﬁnance the research?
‘I have started up a company,
which appears to be the best way to
get hold of money for the research.
I have been talking to research funding bodies for ﬁve years about
whether they would like to ﬁnance
research into developing resistant
banana varieties. Public funding is
very hard to come by, and even banana giants such as Chiquita and

0$*1(6,80
3527(&76
$*$,167
%2:(/&$1&(5
ð 5LVNGURSVZLWKPDJQHVLXP
ULFKGLHW
ð 5HVXOWVRQO\YDOLGIRUOLPLWHG
JURXS

7KHZLOGEDQDQDLVPRUHUHVLVWDQWWRIXQJL

Del Monte have less money for research than many people think.
But now I’ve found private investors, philanthropists. I want to
link their investment in my company to public funding. The company will have three owners, the
other two being an Australian professor and a Philippines banana
company.’
Are one or two genes sufﬁcient to
make the banana resistant? In the
case of the potato blight fungus
Phytophthora, mutations
continuously break down the
disease resistance of potatoes.
‘Unlike Phytophthora, Fusarium does not reproduce sexually.
This means that fewer mutations
can occur in this enemy of the banana. Therefore, the resistance genes used in banana cultivation can
provide a much longer protection.
You can see this in practice. In the
nineteen ﬁfties, the then existing

food banana Gros Michel was wiped out by Fusarium. Then came
the discovery that the Cavendish
was resistant to this disease. This
is still the case in Latin America.
The use of resistant genes is therefore a sustainable solution.’
Don’t the French researchers with
whom you unravelled the genome
sequence want to participate in
the company?
‘France has its own research
programme to develop a resistant
variety; it’s trying to reproduce the
resistance by crossing the wild variety. This classical method will
certainly take ten years before producing results. I’ve decided to use
another method. I will develop a
cisgene banana and introduce speciﬁc resistance genes from the
wild banana into commercial varieties. This approach is more precise and faster.’ AS

A relatively high intake of magnesium appears to protect against
bowel cancer, suggest results of a
study by Ellen Kampman, professor of Nutrition and Cancer, who
studied a large group of bowel patients in collaboration with some
London counterparts. The results
were published at the beginning
of August on the website of the
American Journal of Clinical Nutrition.
Among the participants who
consumed relatively large amounts
of magnesium, the early stages of
bowel cancer were detected less
frequently during the study. It appears that the risk goes down by
about 10 percent for every additional 100 milligrams of magnesium
consumed. It is striking that the
link is only signiﬁcant among the
over 55 age group and the overweight. Kampman: ‘I don’t have a
good explanation of that yet.’
The result has no consequences
for nutritional guidelines because
indirectly the standard advice already covers an adequate intake of
magnesium. ‘We already tell people they should eat more dairy produce, vegetables and high-ﬁbre
products to prevent bowel cancer’,
says Kampman. ‘There is a lot of
magnesium in those foods too and
that message will not change now.
I still would not recommend magnesium supplements because it is
not clear what effect a high intake
of magnesium would have.’ RR
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7KLVVXPPHUWKHGLVFXVVLRQVHHPHGWRKHDWXS
LQNHHSLQJZLWKWKHZHDWKHU:HKDGTXDUUHOV
DERXWGHYHORSPHQWFRRSHUDWLRQDQGWKHSDUWLQJ
RIWKHZD\VEHWZHHQ9+/DQG:DJHQLQJHQ85
'HDUUHDGHUVNHHSLWFOHDQWKLVFRPLQJ\HDUZH
OLNHWRVHUYHRXUGLVFXVVLRQVVSLF\QRWDFLGLF
Got something to say too? Email your views to resource@wur.nl

:(/&20(%$&.
Welcome new and regular readers of Resource, the
magazine of Wageningen UR.
We hope that everyone had a good holiday and is
raring to start the academic year. Come and join in
the chat, discussion and reading at resource.wur.nl.
We report on science and student life and the news
about Wageningen UR and the academic world. Moreover, visitors to the site can compete for the Golden
Troll, a prize worth 250 euros for the sharpest, most
interesting and amusing respondent.
We wish everyone participating in the General Introduction Days a cracking time as they get to know
Wageningen and their fellow ﬁrst-years and ﬁnd out
about the many activities on oﬀer. Make it something
special and be sure to visit our stand at the intromarkt
(a freshers’ fair). We have an unmissable gift for the
General Introduction Days and your ﬁrst year…

+276800(52)',6&866,21
Occasionally, a heated discussion ﬂares up on an old
web page. This summer the tinder was lit under a
cheerful work placement report from Tanzania. We
hope that all those involved reach for a cold beer and
calm down.

'2&725,&$1é7)((/$38/6(
Dissolved, merged, under threat, slimmed down, saved
and … dissolved again. Pulse (formerly WSO) has been
through turbulent times of late and, in a repeat of the
last academic year, the outcome is dissolution. Will the
soap continue this year?
‘So the new Pulse logo was a good choice after all,’
jokes -+ about the ﬂatline that represents a stopped
heartbeat. .HHV is trying to stay optimistic: ‘Thankfully, there’s still a student council, so everything is
OKAY.’ ‘Kisses’ arrive from Delft from 966' for a sister
organization. Their ‘big brother’ hopes they’ll ‘hang
on in there’. Others express their concerns about the
student council. Will it continue to represent students
properly now that just one student party remains?
5REGH%RHU argues for a discussion on the topic. .HHV
is also worried, but does not think that in its present
form Pulse could have added anything:
‘a party that is preoccupied with its
own survival doesn’t have much to contribute.’ In view of its previous history
Pulse may yet conjure a Board from a
top hat…even long after this injury
time. Keep watching our site for what
might happen next: ‘return of the zombie student union’.
ILLUSTRATION: ESTHER BROUWER

Things kick oﬀ when a reader asks for help raising
funds to buy cows for a Tanzanian orphanage. -+
points out that the report above the request concerns
an investment programme in which people can take
out a loan and earn their own cattle.
3DXO jumps right in: ‘I bet you’ve
never taken any money from anyone,
have you? Got a loan to cover your
entire study with the intention of
paying it all back.’ -+ feels that distorts his standpoint. He thinks gifts
only make people more dependent,
without really changing things for

the better. This goes down the wrong way with 0DUFR
%DXGRX[. He thinks JH should not be passing an opinion on voluntary gifts and, in any case, Baudoux is ‘fed
up with’ JH’s – regularly aired – opinion. This is followed immediately by the ﬁrst –misspelled – accusation of racism. Straightaway, -+ has had enough of the
discussion and quits. In his view, opponents are distorting his standpoints and refusing to grasp what
he’s saying. Or in his own words, ‘I’m not going to try
to explain it here yet again, because it is as hopeless
as teaching a dog to talk.’

Resource is the magazine and news website for students and staﬀ at Wageningen
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fortnight on Thursday.
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‘Yo prof, wassup
Thanks to email and the social media, students and lecturers are communicating with
increasing ease. But a lack of clarity on the rules of the game can lead to misunderstandings
and irritation. ´I don´t want my parents on Facebook either, let alone my teachers.´
text: Linda van der Nat / illustrations: Yvonne Kroese

‘YOU HAVE 187 NEW MESSAGES’

WRONG TONE
Study advisor Alet Leemans gets a lot of them in her inbox:
sloppily written emails with unﬁnished sentences, sometimes impolitely formulated. ‘You will get an email saying
only “Hey, when can I come by?” My response is, “Ask me
again politely.” It may sound fussy but as a study advisor I
have a responsibility to provide some guidance too. You
cannot send an email like that to a sponsor or a place you
are applying to for an internship or a job.’ But most students write polite emails, Leemans adds.
Marcel van Oijen, who teaches Animal Sciences at Van
Hall Larenstein, also notices that some students see email
as a sort of gloriﬁed text messaging service. ‘No form of
address, no capital letters, no punctuation. The tone is
often fairly informal, as if they are chatting to friends
rather than addressing their teacher. Letting me know
that they think it’s “really shitty” that they didn’t pass an
exam.’ But that informality is just what Van Oijen likes. ‘If
they address me very formally I feel uncomfortable.’
According to German student Evelyne Lukat, who
recently graduated in Environment Sciences, cultural differences play a role too. ‘In Germany I start my emails with
“Mr. Prof. Dr.”, but I soon realized that wasn’t necessary in
Wageningen.’

It has become much easier to contact teachers, and Teacher of the Year 2012
Frits Claassen’s inbox is often bulging with new mail. ‘Emails ﬂy up and down
around exams time especially.’ Van Oijen gets a lot of emails from his students
too. ‘Certainly in the later stages of their studies, when they are at home less
because they are on internships or doing research for their ﬁnal dissertations.’
He always makes sure he replies to his emails promptly and properly. ‘That is
important to me because it is my task as a teacher to coach students and give
them feedback.’
And students expect this of their teachers. ‘I don’t accept it when someone
can’t even ﬁnd a minute to reply to me, even if it’s just an “I’m busy, I’ll get
back to you as soon as possible.”’, says Rimante Rusaite from Lithuania. ‘A fast
reply shows that the teacher cares about his students and takes their work
seriously.’ Jacqueline Geerts appreciates it if a teacher responds to an email
quickly but she doesn’t expect it. ‘I don’t always reply to emails from my teachers straightaway either, so I don’t expect it of them.’

27 augustus
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up?’
FACEBOOK FOR EDUCATION
A recent survey at the university showed that 90 percent of
the students are on Facebook, and half of them check it
several times a day. Frits Claassen is familiar with this. ‘A
student will take his smartphone out of his pocket in the
middle of a conversation and click on it while he’s talking
to you.’ This has just become part of the culture, he thinks.
‘Sometimes I comment on it in a joking way.’
A number of departments and teachers make use of
social media for educational purposes. Biology students,
for example, can exchange information on a Facebook
page, while Forest and Nature Management has a page
where interesting topics and conferences are announced.
In the Social Psychology department, people no longer
communicate by email but via a WhatsApp group (a chat
programme for smartphones – ed.)
According to Van Oijen Facebook is a useful educational tool. ‘It’s like the Albert Heijn: somewhere you meet
everyone every day. I have made a Facebook group for my
students where they can leave messages for friends or ask
me questions. I am the administrator and I can keep an
eye on what goes on.’

LECTURER AS BFF?
Lecturers Alet Leemans and Van Oijen
have a Facebook proﬁle but they keep it for
their personal lives. Van Oijen: ‘I am their
teacher; I have to assess their work. So you
need to preserve a distance. Only after you
have graduated can you be my friend.’
Claassen does not have Facebook. ‘I protect myself against that. I do get those invitations but they usually go straight into the
bin. Anyone who really wants to ﬁnd me
will ﬁnd me.’
Most students are no keener on the idea of getting friend requests from their professors.
What they get up to after class and at weekends is their business, as far as they are concerned.
Laura Martinez Izquierdo: ´I don´t want my parents on Facebook either, let alone my teachers. Facebook is for friends.´
Recent Peruvian graduate Jazmin Gonzales Tobar sees this differently. ‘I have never invited
them to be friends on Facebook because I hadn’t built up a long-term relationship. But now I
think about it, I am going to do so. My teachers were very friendly and I talked to them as if
they were my friends.’
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Online and oﬀThe internet is everywhere these days and everyone is always
online. It can be an aid to study but it can also be a major
source of distraction. ‘Facebook is the worst culprit.’
text: Rob Ramaker / illustration: Kito

‘I

f I lose concentration while I am studying, I usually look at the news online. I check Facebook to
see if there’s anything new and I chat with my
friends. When I start working again, I listen to
music to motivate myself’, says Mia Schoeber,
third year International Development Studies,
who is working on her laptop in a quiet corner of the
Forum. ‘That sort of distraction doesn’t help you study of
course, as everything takes twice as long.’ And is she a typical student in this? Mia smiles shyly: ‘Yes, everyone is like
that nowadays.’
The rise of the internet in student life seems unstoppable. Data from the Dutch statistics bureau CBS show that
75 percent of young people between 15 and 25 years old
are constantly online via a smartphone. The lobbying
bureau SPOT has concluded that young people between
the ages of 20 and 34 spend an average of 2 hours per day
of their free time online, almost all of it on email and
social media.
According to American writer Nicholas Carr, being
online incessantly wherever you go is harmful. In The
Shallows he warns that the web distracts us and affects
our ability to concentrate. Intensive use changes the connections in our brains so that even ofﬂine we are only able
to focus for shorter periods and our thinking is more
superﬁcial. Because not much research has been done yet
on the long-term impact of the internet, Carr bases his

Eighty percent of the concentration
problems can be put down to the
social media, especially Facebook
claims largely on laboratory experiments. These suggest,
for example, that readers of web pages absorb information less effectively than readers of hard copy. Multitasking appears to be a bad habit too: when we do several
things at once we do them less effectively. And according

to SPOT’s statistics, young people between the ages of 20
and 29 spend more than 70 percent of their time online
multitasking.
WORTHWHILE THINGS
Wageningen students conﬁrm that the internet is the
worst culprit from their studies. ‘Facebook is the biggest
distraction’, says Sander Onsman, a ﬁfth-year student of
Biology who is playing on his smartphone at a desk in the
Forum. ‘Just walk around the Forum library and you’ll see
Facebook open everywhere you look.’ Katrui Veldhuizen,
Master’s students of Environmental Biology, regularly
drifts away from her studies to ‘other worthwhile things’.
‘If I really want to get down to work I have to switch off the
internet, but as long as the pressure is not that great, it is a
distraction.’ When Sander is under big pressure to study
he closes his three inboxes, but he can’t stay away from
them completely. ‘I still look on my phone: I just have to
press a button and the screen lights up and I can see
whether I’ve got mail.’
But for many students the lure of the internet seems to
be too strong, especially the possibility of being constantly
in touch with each other. They enjoy snufﬂing around
each other’s Facebook pages, for instance, or they can’t
wait to read that all-important email from their thesis
supervisor. ‘I think the distraction can be positive’, says
Sander in defense of his compulsive habit of checking his
emails. ‘You relax for a moment and afterwards you can
concentrate on your work again.’ But he does not sound
too convinced himself.
The effects of excessive internet use can go beyond the
sheer waste of time. For some students it has more serious
consequences. Study advisor Martine Nijboer: ‘I would
estimate that about 80 percent of all concentration problems can be put down to the social media, especially
Facebook.’ This does not mean that the social media are
always the root cause. Being easily distracted can be a
symptom of more fundamental problems. Nieboer: ‘The
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-topic

subject is too difﬁcult or you don’t like your degree programme.’ Her colleague Alet Leemans conﬁrms that internet use can become a long-term problem: ‘Of the students
with concentration problems, more than half the cases
are related to being distracted by the internet.’ Leemans
thinks many students have an unrealistic idea of their
own studying behavior and they overestimate the number
of hours they work. But they do not manage to change
their behavior. Leemans: ‘They are too easily distracted by
Facebook and all the messages that keep on popping up.
They do not dare shut themselves off from all that, because
what if you miss something?’
INFORMATION LITERACY
Fervent tweeter and associate professor of Health Communication Reint-Jan Renes is not at all surprised that
students click on social media incessantly. ‘We really love
social contact and that is not a need we can resist all the
time. Of course it is more rational to shut everything down
while you study, but in practice it is another matter. That
is just the way we are.’ Renes likes to check his phone
while he is reading or writing too. So he is less interested
in the prophets of doom who labour the detrimental inﬂuence of new media, and more interested in the opportunities they provide. Renes: ‘The truth is indeed that your
attention becomes more diffuse, but in the end we

become more skillful at integrating information and forging links. You lose some things and win others.’
The other interviewees acknowledge that they get a lot
out of the web, particularly the slightly older group of
researchers. They remember when they had to write to
foreign researchers requesting copies of their publications. And everyone appreciates the enormous amount of
up-to-date information that is available online. ‘I have
noticed that inquisitive students bring in information
that has just come out’, says Ljiljana Rodic-Wiersma, a
researcher at Environmental Technology. ‘That adds
depth to discussions and keeps the teachers on their toes.’
How much students beneﬁt from this information varies
widely, however. ‘I have noticed that there are big differences in levels of information literacy’, says Rodic-Wiersma.
‘Some of them could give a course on it, while others have
no idea what to do with the information.’
The internet has become so much a part of our daily
lives in recent years that we are almost constantly ‘online’.
Students beneﬁt from masses of information that they
can access instantly. But the endless possibilities of the
internet still call when they need to concentrate. So it
seems like a good idea to ask yourself occasionally
whether you really need to be online right now. It might
pay off when the time comes to ﬁnd out your grades – on
the internet of course.

Student: I don’t let
myself get distracted
by my studies!
Facebook: Good for you!
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Texel Imares, ecosystems of the Wadden and North Seas

Den Helder Imares, ecology of shipping, oil rigs and in the tropics

Lelystad DLO institutes for
IJmuiden Imares, ﬁsh ecology and ﬁsh farming

Den Haag DLO Agricultural Econonomics institute

Lisse Applied research on ﬂower bulbs and trees
Bleiswijk Applied Horticultural Research

Randwijk A
Yerseke Imares – shellﬁsh ﬁsheries and deltas

Westmaas Experimental farm for potatoes
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Leeuwarden Van Hall, VHL University of Applied Sciences;
Dairy Campus, an experimental research farm and dairy
industrial complex (run jointly with the province, the
municipality and the industry)

s for animal diseases and livestock research

Wageningen University; Rikilt (food safety);
VHL University of Applied Sciences, Wageningen;
DLO institutes voor Plant (PRI), Nutrition (Food &
biobased) and environmental sciences (Alterra)
Velp Larenstein, VHL University of Applied Sciences

wijk Applied research on fruit

Sterksel Experimental pig farm

WAGENINGEN NL
Students do not always realize that you
can come across Wageningen UR all over
the Netherlands. The trail runs from
Friesland via Flevoland and Brabant to
the beaches of Zeeland. Most of the
branches are dedicated to commercial
and applied research but the applied
sciences campuses of VHL in Velp and
Leeuwarden are still part of the family
for now, too. A map of the many faces of
Wageningen UR in NL.
GvC, illustration: Henk van Ruitenbeek
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Home from
home
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Wageningen is ﬁlling up again with new students wanting to turn their rooms into a home
from home. On a shoestring. Particularly diﬃcult if you have come from another continent
and could not bring much stuﬀ from home. How do international students go about
creating a place of their own?
text: Nicolette Meerstadt / photos: Guy Ackermans

‘I TRY TO UNDERSTAND MY PLANTS’
Daniel (Yu) Huang from China, studying Plant Sciences and living at Hoevenstein.
‘I have a thing about ﬂower arrangements. What I ﬁnd especially beautiful is the way different plants can grow together in the same pot. Before
I came here to study I did a course on ﬂowers in Aalsmeer at one of the
best institutes in the west for this subject. After I graduate I want to go to
Japan to learn their characteristic minimalist style.
I feel incredibly at home in my room. Our house in China is full of animals and plants. I brought that style here with me, but I found most of the
materials here. I get my plants from the woods or from a garden centre. I
got one of them from botanical gardens in Utrecht and I brought some
seeds with me from China. Maybe that’s against the rules, but I know
what I am doing. I have to destroy those plants when I leave.
I don’t have any favourite plants, but I always look for the best place for

every plant, where it gets the right amount of sun and the right food. All
my plants are very healthy. I am not just a plant scientist; I see myself as a
plant artist as well. I want them to look more beautiful and I try to understand them better so that they will be happier. I still remember my ﬁrst
ﬂower. I was four and I got it from my Oma; it was a little while lily.
I brought my aquarium with me from home. I bought most of the ﬁsh
here but I also have one beautiful blue one from Thailand. I bought it on
the internet and had it delivered. The dirty water is very good fertilizer for
my plants.
I didn’t have any space in my suitcase for photos but I’ve got a lot on my
computer. Here I am with my parents and my older brother at a party a
couple of years ago.’
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‘THE SECOND-HAND SHOP IS OUR FRIEND’ >

Indarwati Aminuddin from Indonesia, studying Leisure, Tourism and Environment and living in the Fire House on
the Haarweg.
‘When I moved in here I put some Indonesian money and rice in a visible place. Those are our good luck symbols
and they gave me a feeling of being a true Indonesian. The university gave us a mug as a welcome present, and I put
that somewhere straightaway with some pens in it, as a sign that my student life had begun. After all, that is why I
am here.
I got the umbrellas from friends. They make the lighting more atmospheric – otherwise the tube lighting is so
strong and cold. There are a lot of Indonesian students here who swap things and give each other things. I have
already shipped four boxes home. Mainly books, because you can’t easily get good books there. Most of the little
things in my room I bought at Emmaus. That second-hand shop is our friend. Everything for 50 cents or one euro. I
got hold of a Thai lamp and some things from Indonesia as well. That head is the symbol of Java.
The mosquito net above my bed looks exactly like the one I have at home. I have recreated the atmosphere there.
That makes me feel more at home here.’
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‘I PREFER CHINESE FOOD’
<Yu Tong
from China, studying Food Technology and living at the Dijkgraaf.
‘When I ﬁrst came into this room I thought it was ﬁne but totally uninteresting. Then I painted my wall green – I
hope Idealis won’t have a problem with that. I painted the big green tree together with some friends. That gives me
a spring feeling all year round.
I got the standard furniture from Idealis and the rest was left behind by friends when they went home. Like those
colourful little Ikea chairs, for example. And the sofa, which was a real stroke of luck. I found it on the street, where
someone had dumped it.
I live on a corridor with 18 others, most of them Dutch. They have taught me some Dutch but not all the words are
suitable for general use, they tell me. People here eat together a lot, but I prefer Chinese good, especially rice. Last
year I brought a big rice cooker back from China. My father insisted on my choosing a big one because you can also
cook soup or vegetables in it and cook the rice separately. I had it in a backpack and when I squatted in the airport I
toppled over backwards. My father laughed. ‘You really do need the big one because you need to eat more rice’, he
said.

NICKED BEERMATS FROM THE PUB’
<Evans‘I Agbossou
from Benin, studying International Land and Water Management and living at the Dijkgraaf.
‘There is nothing special about this room; it doesn’t have much atmosphere in itself. The furniture is from Idealis:
a desk, two cupboards, a bed and a chair. That is enough for me and I have created the atmosphere with my own
things. The most striking feature of my room is my collection of beer mats. I like beer and I just started saving them.
I just hung one up, and then another couple, until it ended up the way it is now. Sometimes I nicked a couple from
the pub, and I had to go to some trouble to get hold of the bigger ones. It’s a cheap way of making a room your own.
That poster above the wash basin was the ﬁrst thing I hung up when I moved in. I got it for nothing. I got the sombreros from friends, just like a lot of my things. The clog slippers, for instance, were a Sinterklaas present.
I bought that beautiful African picture of the woman lying down in Ede. I took the photos above the bed myself.
Around a campﬁre on the banks of the Rhine we just started taking photos. I think they came out rather well, quite
an artistic series.’
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EXCELLENCE FIR
Many Dutch universities have introduced what they call an honours
programme for excellent students. Wageningen University wants to
launch one next year. Good idea?
text: Nicolette Meerstadt, Albert Sikkema, Linda van der Nat / illustration: iStock

Aart Claassens
Member of the Student Council
‘‘The student council has been in favour of an honours programme ever
since 2008, so we think it’s great that
it is coming now. Students are a very
mixed bunch and they should all be
challenged. The university has long
said that it did not want an honours programme as Wageningen course are already of a good standard and smallscale. But we see it as an extra for students who ﬁnd their
programme too easy at the moment. Our only condition is
that the teaching of average students should not suffer as
a result.’

Pim Brascamp
Until last June, director of the
Education Institute (OWI) at the
university:
‘I have never been in favour of an honours programme for super-smart students. It is more important for us to
focus on the majority of the students. We should offer all the students a challenge with
degree programmes that call on their capacities. There is
a lot of scepticism about educational standards, especially in government circles. The call for continuous quality
control and the wish for accreditation and quality labels is
all part of that. The monitors do not ask whether standards
are ﬁne or how things can be improved, but whether they
meet minimum requirements. Logically the government
will therefore start assuming that the average student
isn’t good enough. Hence the focus on excellence.
In my view all this monitoring and proving that education

is ‘good enough’ gets in the way of real quality improvements. Universities should concentrate on the students,
not on the bureaucracy of good education.’

Marieke van der Heiden
Fifth year Food Safety
‘This is the ﬁrst time I have heard of
this programme, but it strikes me as
a good idea. Certainly if people are
getting bored in their ﬁrst year. It is
good for them to be able to go deeper
if they feel the need for that. But it
should not work so that teachers start seeing them as ‘better’ and paying more attention to them. Nor should they
become a separate clique within your programme – I think
that would be annoying. It wouldn’t be my thing. During
my bachelor’s degree, and especially in my ﬁrst, year, I
wasn’t interested in being a high achiever at all.’

Peter de Ruiter
Coordinator of the ESG’s excellence
programme that serves as a pilot for
the honours programme.
‘I deﬁnitely support the idea. Some
students are looking for more depth
and we can offer them that. The name could sound a bit pretentious,
but it is a nice, refreshing programme for very normal students who want more depth and breadth in the content of
their studies. It is not about nerds who want to plumb the
depths in solitude. A key question is: are there enough students who want this? In the ESG the numbers have been
disappointing so far. Seven started the programme in the
ﬁrst year and for next year there are even fewer. If you run
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IRST?
a programme like this university-wide, it will go better, I
imagine.
We do select strictly. It is important that you are not behind schedule with your studies at all, and that you can cope with this on top of your normal course load. It is also
important that the students make the decision themselves, so that they will drop out less easily. It should be something you enjoy doing. I think it is good to focus both
on added depth and on an interdisciplinary approach.
And that ﬁts best in Wageningen. So my advice is: Wageningen-wide, low proﬁle, start small and above all… make it
fun.

Jordy Stokhof De Jong (26)
Master’s student, Landscape
Architecture
‘It seems to me a good idea to offer
students who can handle it something extra. It is of course a unique
opportunity to show your colours. I do
think it is important that a programme of this kind has real added value and that students are
well informed about the demands it makes of you. Firstyear students are often still ﬁnding their way and they
have yet to discover what their passions will be. So it seems
sensible to me to make the programme ﬂexible so that
students can drop out easily if it turns out not to suit them.
An honours programme would not have appealed to me.
My bachelor’s was quite intensive already, and I really
needed my evenings.’

Bart Driessen
Third year, ﬂexible bachelor’s
programme, on the ESG’s excellence
programme
‘If you pass all your courses with
good grades without spending much
time on them, you soon start to think
that even if you do nothing you will
get a six or a seven. That way you end up doing nothing at
all. I wanted more of a challenge, but I am also participating because I wanted to learn things that are not part of
my degree programme. And this gives me more chance of
getting into the university where I would like to do my
Master’s.
The nice thing about this programme is that you gain a
number of skills that you don’t pick up through following
extra courses. For example, you learn to conduct meetings, to plan, to work in groups, to set up studies and conduct interviews. You can also do projects on subjects that
are not directly related to your programme. For example,
we have read a book about the rise of successful societies
and one about the formation of the universe. It may seem
irrelevant and yet you learn a lot of things that can also have an inﬂuence on your thinking in your own ﬁeld.
I thought the programme would be very tightly run but right
from day one it was: here is your group, get on with it. That
was difﬁcult to start with, but it enables you to choose something that really interests you instead of assignments
thought up for you by someone else.’
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Survey

BOOKS, BEER
& BEDFELLOWS
University is all about sex and drugs and rock ’n
roll, isn’t it? At least, that seems to be a common
assumption, shared by many new ﬁrst-years. But is
it the truth? What is life really like for the average
Wageningen student when it comes to friends,
nightlife, drink, drugs and sex life? We asked them
in a survey.
text: Rob Goossens / photo: CAID

ABOUT THE SURVEY
To make it manageable we divided our survey population into
three groups: Dutch-speaking
university students, international
university students and VHL students. The main story here is
about the ﬁrst group, and the
others are reported on in the
boxes. The survey was conducted
before the summer break in the
canteens at the Forum, the Leeuwenborch and VHL Velp. The
Dutch university students ﬁlled
in and returned 162 forms, of
which 32 percent were ﬁlled in by
ﬁrst-years (now second-years)
and the rest by fairly proportionate numbers of students from
the other years. Almost all the
respondents live in student accommodation (90%). There were
55 respondents from among the
international university students
and 51 from VHL.

FRIENDS
To start with: how do Wageningen
students make friends? Their degree programmes are the most
important source of friendships:
59 percent got to know their
friends through their courses. The
student societies come a close second with 40 percent. People keep
more of a distance from their
housemates, it would seem. As a
source of friendships, the student
house or corridor scored a mere 19
percent.
TIME MANAGEMENT
What does a Wageningen student’s week look like? Other surveys have revealed that students
spend an average of almost 35
hours a week on their studies,
which is higher than the national
average. This survey gives us a picture of how they spend the rest of
their time.
The average student does a
sporting activity 2.1 times a week,
goes out or to a party 1.5 times a

week and drinks a total of 9 beers
or other alcoholic beverages. A
paid job takes an average of one
half-day per week: four hours. And
another 2.7 hours are spent on
committee work organizing aspects of student life.
BIG DIFFERENCES
Active but responsible, would
seem to describe our students. But
these average ﬁgures mask big differences. For example, two thirds
of the respondents are not involved in committee work at all,
but because a small minority seem
to do it fulltime (up to 50 hours a
week), this raises the average.
Something similar happens with
alcohol consumption, where the
average is pushed up by a small
number of heavy drinkers. One
respondent reckons to drink as
many as 65 glasses per week.
MEN AND WOMEN
There are signiﬁcant differences
between men and women, and
they appear to conﬁrm the image
of women as more serious about
their studies and their future. Male
students do more sport per week
(2.5 times versus 1.9 times for women), spend more time on their
jobs (4.5 hours versus 3.6), go out
more (1.7 times, for women 1.4)
and, at 14 glasses a week, drink a
lot more than women (6 glasses a
week). Meanwhile, women are mo-

re likely to take on committee work
that will stand them in good stead
in their social careers (3.3 hours
versus 1.5 for men).
MODERATE DRUG USE
Drug use in Wageningen is moderate. 81 percent of the respondents
do not use drugs at all. The
remaining 19 percent is made up
mainly of students who smoke a
joint now and then (marijuana or
cannabis). Very few (4 percent)
ever use party drugs. And hard
drugs do not feature on the Wageningen scene, according to this
survey.
SEX LIFE
How sexually active are Wageningen students? Well for a start, not
many come to university with no
experience. On average, students
have had 1.5 sexual partners before they arrive. The pace speeds
up once they get here. In their
time here, respondents say they
have had sex with an average of
2.5 partners. Women quote a
slightly lower number (2.3) than
men (2.7).
And yet there are plenty of students whose relationships remain
platonic, whether by choice or not.
One quarter of the respondents say
they have not yet had sex. On the
other hand, 43 percent are in a steady relationship, while the rest are
single.
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Wageningen students during the 2011 Introduction Week.

An interesting detail is that the
student societies are much less
of a hive of sexual activity than is
often assumed. The respondents
who mainly made friends at the
society score an average of 2.2
bedfellows, which is 0.3 less
than the average of 2.5. What is
less surprising is that living at
home is a turnoff: these students only report 0.3 sexual partners.
ENJOY!
We ended our survey by asking
the respondents what advice
they would give incoming ﬁrstyears. The unanimous message
was: enjoy yourself! An experienced ﬁfth-year adds: ‘It will be
over before you know it. And there will be plenty of time later to
take life seriously.’

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

VHL

In many ways the international students (55 respondents)
are no diﬀerent to the Dutch
ones. They make most of their
friends through their degree
programmes (53 percent), just
like their Dutch counterparts.
The amount of time they spend
on sport, jobs and going out is
roughly comparable too. International students do drink signiﬁcantly less than Dutch
ones, though: an average of 4
glasses of alcohol a week compared to 9 for Dutch students.
International students in
Wageningen also have fewer
sexual partners than Dutch
students: an average of 1.3
(1.9 for men, 0.9 for women),

The survey reveals some diﬀerences between Wageningen University students and those at VHL Velp
(51 respondents). The applied sciences students in Velp do less
sport (0.4 versus 2.1 times a
week), drink a lot less (3.3 versus
9 glasses a week), and are less
sexually active (0.9 versus 2.5
partners) than their Wageningen
counterparts. And as many as 53
percent of them are going steady,
compared to 43 percent of the
Wageningen respondents. It is
also noticeable that more of the
VHL students make friends
through the student societies (55
percent) than through their degree
programmes (25 percent): another
big diﬀerence with the university.

compared to 2.5 among the
Dutch students. We cannot
conclude from this that they
are much more celibate,
though, as they tend to have
had more partners before they
came to Wageningen: an
average of 4.5 as opposed to
the Dutch students’ 1.5. More
of the international students
are in a steady relationship:
56 percent (43 percent among
the Dutch). Conclude what you
will, but bear in mind that the
international students are
older on average (the majority
are Master’s students) and
they are not in Wageningen for
as long.
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RELIABLE
What is one of the hardest things in
this life? Tying a tie seems to be
one candidate. Why else would a
group of German students work on
a genuine tie-tying machine? The
ﬁrst prototype is ﬁnished but has

not yet reached the shops. It is still
too expensive. Not only that but it
is ‘not 100 percent reliable’. How
many victims it has claimed we
don’t know.

GOLD
Chocoholics be warned. Chemists
at the University of Warwick have
developed a process for replacing
half the fat in chocolate with small
droplets of orange juice. It looks
like chocolate, it tastes like chocolate and it melts like chocolate. So
it must be chocolate, mustn’t it?
Yet another gold for the Brits!

REPAIR
‘Chuck out? No way!’ That’s the raison d’etre for a Repair Café in a
nutshell. Wageningen jumped on
this nationwide bandwagon some
time ago (Stadsatelier-Ons Huis,
Harnjesweg 84). Mend your broken
stuﬀ with help from others. Ecofriendly. Not intended for broken
hearts, separations or other such
damage. Next meeting Friday 24
August.

COFFEE
Free coﬀee – yes! Lots of people
rushed to sing up for the taste
research at the Restaurant of the
Future. In the course of 65 tests an
average of 64 test subjects tasted
coﬀee or cappuccino from a coﬀee
machine. Freshly brewed or
instant, diﬀerent types and diﬀerent amounts of milk powder. They
got through 7776 cups of coﬀee, or
972 litres. Of the 65 kinds of coffee, 28 were declared tasty
enough. Sadly, they are not going
to tell us which they were.

Almost 50 percent of students have debts
‘At the end of my money I always
have a little bit of month over,’ is
a well-known saying by Loesje, the
creator of countless eye-catching
one-liners. And the same applies
to nearly half of all students,
reveals a study by the National
Institute for Family Finance Information (Nibud). Every month 47
percent have diﬃculty making
ends meet. They need a loan from
DUO, the government agency that
facilitates education, or have to
borrow from their parents.
Students living in the family home
have a monthly income averaging
535 euros and students living elsewhere have 915 euros. Student
grants and loans account for most
of this income. But it costs more

than this to study: students living
at home spend on average 603 euros a month and other students,
1093 euros.
Many students say they can’t
manage if they don’t borrow money from DUO. Almost half of all
students are indebted to DUO.
Each month they borrow an average of 365 euros. A student who borrows that sum consistently for four
years will accumulate a debt, excluding interest, of no less than
17,500 euros. In January 2012, the
average debt of students who ﬁnished their courses in 2009 was
14,450 euros.
Parents often help out ﬁnancially. Six in ten students say they
borrow money from their father or
mother. Often, this involves a set

amount per month: on average 191
euros, but parents are also called
upon to pay speciﬁc costs, chieﬂy
tuition fees, healthcare costs and
study books.
As a rule, students are not familiar with the DUO’s loan conditions, reports Nibud. They do not
know, for example, that the loan
accumulates interest immediately.
Nonetheless, over two-thirds feel
that their own loan habits are very
responsible, and half of students
with a loan are not worried about
whether they will be able to pay
back their debt. What they do say,
however, is that their peers are too
blasé about loans and do not sufﬁciently grasp the long-term ﬁnancial consequences of having student
debt. LvdN

Marlies Bos (the left-wing ﬂuﬀy type) and Jillis Herweijer (the right-wing Hooray Henry type)
rarely see eye to eye on matters of politics, the environment or student life.

FOR AND AGAINST
Proposition: To really enjoy your student years
you have to join a student society
MARLIES: Loads of students enjoy themselves without joining a society. There are also study associations which often run activities, both study-related
and purely social. And, let’s not forget the Christian
clubs, sport clubs and various cultural and social
clubs. And I know from experience you can also become best friends with other students on your
course. In my opinion there are certain disadvantages to joining a large society: it involves a lot more
drinking, it costs time and money, and every year a
lot of people drop out because they don’t feel they
belong. Personally, I’m a member of a Christian
club; it is a cool way to be involved with my faith.
Besides, it offers a great combination of depth and
socializing, and you are accepted just as you are.
JILLIS RESPONDS: You can certainly have an enjoyable time without being a society member. But
there’s no question you can have a whole lot more
fun if you do sign up! Not sure if you ‘ll ﬁt in? Just
come along once you have joined and everything
will be just ﬁne. You have to show your face, of
course, but you don’t have any problem doing that
at the football club, do you?

JILLIS: Hallo ﬁrst years! You’ve just cut those apron
strings, you are standing on your own two feet, and
now you have choices to make. Your ﬁrst choice was
a good one: to study in Wageningen. Now your second choice: which student society are you going to
join? Because you will join one. That’s a given, isn’t
it? Wageningen is a ﬁne little city but it’s no Utrecht,
Groningen or Amsterdam. There’s a good reason
why more than 50 percent of students are society
members, which is unique in the Netherlands, but
logical in little Wageningen. Here you have to take
the ﬁrst step yourself if you want to have a brilliant
time as a student, make lots of friends and have
countless experiences that you’ll recall with pleasure
and nostalgia once you are in the workplace. So, be
sure to check out Ceres, KSV and SSR and ﬁnd out
what suits you best. I strongly recommend you do.
MARLIES RESPONDS: It is true that you have to take
the ﬁrst step yourself if you are going to have a good
time, but I think you making quite an assumption
when you say that a student society guarantees that.
And what has the fact that Wageningen is small got
to do with anything?
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION. Now the festival tent is standing on the ﬁeld between the Forum and Atlas in all its glory, but at the start of this week it
was all hands on deck to set up this enormous structure. The Hype, Handsome Poets and Shantel will perform here at the music festival.
In previous years all the hard preparation work was less visible since the closing party took place at the head oﬃce at Duivendaal. Now that the
Wageningen administration and a number of student organizations have moved from Duivendaal onto the campus, the ‘end of the beginning’ will
be celebrated on campus too. LvdN

‘WE PRACTISED THE PRONUNCIATION’

Who? Elysa Overdijk,
ﬁfth-year Biology
Wat? Soprano with
the Wageningen Student Choir
and Orchestra (WSKOV)
Why? Co-organizer of the WSKOV
concert tour of Scandinavia

A special trip?
‘You bet! We go on tour about once every ﬁve years.
Preparations for this week have been going on for two
years so it’s nice that the time has come at last. About
90 of us are going to Copenhagen, Uppsala and Stockholm, where we’ll spend the day looking around and
doing things with Swedish student societies and in
the evening we’ll give concerts at unusual locations.
In Uppsala we are even going to perform together with
a Swedish student chamber choir.’
Are you going to sing in Swedish too?
‘Yes, we’ll be singing in both Swedish and Danish. We
hope we won’t make fools of ourselves, because none
of us speak those languages. Luckily when people sing

you can’t hear whether their pronunciation is perfect
as easily as you can when they speak. But anyway a
choir member who did an internship in Sweden has
helped us a bit with the pronunciation.’

How did you get the funding together for this tour?
‘Most of the costs of the trip are covered by the members. We also got a subsidy and the university made a
contribution. And we got some donations from an
adoption programme through which family, friends
and acquaintances could sponsor a WSKOV member
going on the tour. We collected something like 2000
euros like that, more than we dared to hope for. We’ll
send them a thank-you card from Sweden.’ LvdN
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>> CULT
What? AID music festival Who? Handsome poets,
The Hype en Shantel & Bucovina Club Orkestar
Where? AID-tent on campus How much? Free for new
students, 10 euros for others (see aid.wur.nl)

Reviving at the end of the AID
First-years are almost on their knees by the last day of the AID. It is a
short week but it is packed with new experiences, faces and information. What is more, your poor brain has to process all this in a fast food
and alcohol-induced state of confusion. Luckily this year’s closing music festival is likely to revive you one last time.
The programme includes bands that are sure to get you jumping
around again as if you could still feel your legs. The evening kicks off
with the Britpop of The Hype and the catchy music of the 3FM hit group
Handsome Poets. And the closing act is the German DJ and musician
Shantel known chieﬂy for his traditional Balkan music. Afterwards the
party will continue at the various societies. Good luck with recovering in
time to start your courses. RR

Last year the closing act De Jeugd van Tegenwoordig (the Youth of Today)
brought the house - or the AID tent - down. Photo: AID

>> THE WORKS
‘I WAS GLAD I WAS
UNATTACHED’
Who? Masha van der Sande, ﬁfth-year biology, Wageningen
University
What? Measuring felled trees at a basic ﬁeld station
Where? La Chonta in Bolivia, a tropical forest where timber is
logged
‘The tropics are a mystery to me; I want to know just how things work
there . Last year I was in Panama, but stationed in a western research
village. This time I was keen to get some real ‘bush experience’. I found
that in La Chonta. It was just me and three local ﬁeld assistants, 75
minutes drive from the nearest hill with telephone reception.
‘Basic’ wasn’t at all bad. Sure, there was no telephone or internet and a
generator provided electricity very infrequently. But I had everything I
needed. I could even take a shower, although I preferred to wash in the
river.
I am studying what determines the speed at which trees grow. It was my
assistant Bruno’s job to cut down selected trees and then we took all
kinds of measurements. I had expected to be lonely at times, but I often
had amusing conversations, especially with Ricardo. He is covered in
scars and is blind in one eye but even so there is a gleam in his one good
eye. I did not really miss anyone back home. My assistants would sometimes tell me about students who would leave the telephone hill in
tears. That made me glad that I’m not that attached to anyone at the

moment. It creates a huge
sense of freedom: I can go wherever I want.
I was continually amazed by how simple life really is – time and again
this would be brought home to me by something my assistants did.
When I forgot the cutlery for lunch, for instance, Bruno fashioned some
spatulas in no time – little things like that. Back in Wageningen I can
still get irritated by the ‘problems’ Dutch people have.
Am I still in touch with my assistants? “We never hear from students”,
Ricardo said when I left. Ah, I did mean to call him, but you know how
it is, I never got round to it. But I’ll be seeing them again next month
because I’m about to start a PhD in the same area.’ SvG
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Future Challenges
Opening Academic Year 2012-2013

EMMA <<
Brown covered books.
There is one moment in student life, where doubt creeps in. Of
course, it comes at the most inappropriate of times. Like when
moving to another country to study.
‘Take me home! I don’t want to go anymore!’ I screamed at my
father.
‘Yes you do, you are just nervous’ he replied calmly.
‘No I am not. I have made a stupid mistake. I can’t live on my
own. I will either die of hunger or some loneliness disease.’
‘Loneliness diseases do not exist.’
‘Of course they do, they are known as No-mates-itus.’

With
– Ellis Rubenstein, President and CEO of New York
Academy of Sciences
– Loek Hermans, Frontman of the Dutch horticultural sector
– Aalt Dijkhuizen, President and Chairman Wageningen UR
– Martin Scholten, Managing Director Animal Sciences
Group Wageningen UR
All are welcome!
3 September 2012, Aula Wageningen UR
Register: www.openingacademischjaar.wur.nl

This argument broke out ﬁve minutes into our 1000 kilometre
journey. He gave up ﬁghting and I succumbed to my emotions.
I didn’t expect leaving home would be so emotional. How can
you feel excited, nervous and sad all at the same time?
Early the next morning, we entered the Forum to pick up the
key. During the drive to Ede, the nerves returned and bounced
around my stomach.

Language Courses
Starting September 17

Language Services

‘Dad, is that a fence?’
‘Well, it is an old military base, it was decommissioned last
year’
‘Last year?!’ slamming the car door a little too enthusiastically.
At the top of the stairs, we entered a long, empty corridor. I began examining the common facilities as my father wandered
off. He reappeared shortly afterwards, a cheeky grin upon his
face.
‘You might want to check your room, soldier’ I rushed down
the corridor, ignoring his joke. Flinging my door open, I found
the only problem with the Ede campus. Yes, the buildings had
been renovated and all the facilities were brand new, but,
someone had decided the coolest colour for student rooms
was dark brown - it looked like the inside of a dung heap!
I didn’t realise at that point how much I would come to love
Ede. As they say, never judge a book by its cover. Emma Holmes

New!
English
 3UDFWLFDO(QJOLVK,,, ,,,
 $FDGHPLF:ULWLQJ,,, ,,,
Dutch
 'XWFKIRUEHJLQQHUVSDUW, ,,
 'XWFK3OXV
French
 )UHQFK,,,
Spanish
 6SDQLVK,,,

&DPEULGJH
(QJOLVKFRXUVHV

Register now!
,QWHUHVWHGLQDQRWKHUODQJXDJH"
ZZZODQJXDJHVHUYLFHVZXUQO
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30 >> service
in memoriam

Huug Boer
On Tuesday 3 July, we received the
sad news that our friend and former colleague Huug Boer lost the
battle against his illness. He passed away at the age of 72 years.
As head of the laboratory, Huug was
a prominent member of the Animal
Nutrition Group for more than 20
years. He started his career at the
Organic Chemistry Group and switched to the Animal Nutrition Group
to start a new laboratory in the
Haagsteeg “villa” in his new ﬁeld
of interest: chemical analyses for
nutritional purposes. He brought
structure into the laboratory activities, and passed on his skills and
knowledge to the staﬀ members
and students with passion, and in
his own remarkable way. Huug had
a central function within the
group; not only in the laboratory
but also with regard to the social
activities. He always participated
in the group’s activities – playback shows, sailing, volleyball with a great deal of enthusiasm,
which he continued to do after his
retirement in 2003.
We will all miss him and our
thoughts are with his wife Leny,

his children and grandchildren. We
wish them and further family and
friends strength in dealing with
this great loss.
Dr. Thomas van der Poel, on behalf
of the Animal Nutrition Group
Geert Montsma
Our ex-colleague Geert Monstma
passed away on 1 August at the
age of 82. Geert was the academic
head of Tropical Livestock from
1966 to 1988, after ﬁrst having
worked at the University of Ghana
and at Wessanen.
Generations of students were guided in their studies by Geert, and
some of them always went on to
work in livestock projects in developing countries. Geert knew how
to get his students interested, with
his enthusiasm and his knowledge
about animals and people in the
south. Two years ago, ex-students
organized a reunion with Geert as
guest of honour. His interests were
broad and he explored other disciplines and cultures. Geerts was
one of the ﬁrst to see that livestock
should be valued as part of the farming system in tropical countries,
that socio-economic systems are at
least as important as technical ones
and that what‘s possible in the west
is by no means always possible or
desirable in developing countries.
Geert was the initiator and driver
of a large number of projects in developing countries, such as the
dwarf goat project in Nigeria. For a
long time, the dwarf goats in the
meadow added a friendly touch to
ZODIAC. We remember Geert as a
good person.
Henk Udo, Animal Production Systems

Wageningen UR zoekt:
Modeling life: exciting PhD positions in Systems Biology
AFSG, Systems and Synthetic Biology, Wageningen
vacaturenummer AFSG-SSB-0012

Assistant Professor in Organic Surface Chemistry (Tenure Track)
AFSG Organische Chemie, Wageningen; vac.nr. AFSG-ORC-0023

4 PhD Organic Chemistry
AFSG Organische Chemie, Wageningen; vacaturenummers
AFSG-ORC-0018, AFSG-ORC-0019, AFSG-ORC-0020, AFSG-ORC-0021

Postdoc Improved Dialysis
AFSG Organische Chemie, Wageningen; vac.nr. AFSG-ORC-0022

Postdoc Sugar crystallisation
AFSG Biobased Commodity Chemicals, Wageningen; vac. AFSG-BCH-0008

Bioinformatics Research Assistant
ASG, Central Veterinary Institute, Lelystad; vac.nr. ASG-CVI-ONDZ-0024

2 PhD Dietary protein
ASG DW, ANU, diervoeding, Wageningen; vacaturenummers
ASG-DW-ANU-0008, ASG-DW-ANU-0009

Senior Onderzoeker ‘Ontwerpen voor Systeeminnovatie’
ASG, Backofﬁce Veehouderij, Wageningen en/of Lelystad;
vacaturenummer ASG-WLR-BO-0038

Assistent controller
ASG Adviesgroep, Lelystad; vac.nr. ASG-STAF-0003

Communicatieadviseur
ASG CVI, CVI onderzoek, Lelystad; vac.nr. ASG-CVI-ONDZ-0023

Business Manager Markt & Acquisitie
ESG Directie Staf, Wageningen; vac.nr. ESG DIR-0009

Technisch (applicatie) beheerder
FB IT Information Systems, Wageningen; vac.nr. FB-0027

Onderzoeker Computer Vision in de glastuinbouw
PSG Glastuinbouw, Wageningen; vac.nr. PSG-GLAS-0019

Postdoc Responses of Solanaceous crops to abiotic stress
PSG Lab. voor Plantenfysiologie, Wageningen; vac.nr. PSG-PPH-0013

Secretarieel/administratief medewerker voor 8 uur per week
PSG Lab. voor Plantenfysiologie, Wageningen; vac.nr. PSG-PPH-0014

PhD-project - From Diagnosis to Design
PSG Plantaardige Productie Systemen, Wageningen; vac.nr. PSG-PPS-0007

Projectleider Radiochemische analyses met frisse ideëen
RIKILT Contaminanten, Wageningen; vac.nr. RIKILT-CT0001

Administratief Medewerker Agrarisch
SSG LEI DATA, Huissen; vac.nr. SSG-LEI-BIN-0006

Docent Wildlife Management
VHL Diermanagement, Leeuwarden; vac.nr. VHL DM0011

Docent Tuin en akkerbouw
VHL Landbouw, Leeuwarden; vac.nr. VHL LB0012

Docent Procestechnologie
VHL Life Sciences & Technology, Leeuwarden; vac.nr. VHL LST0012

Docent Klinische Chemie
VHL Life Sciences & Technology, Leeuwarden; vac.nr. VHL LST0011

Instructeur Praktijkonderwijs Flora en Fauna
VHL Landbouw, Leeuwarden; vac.nr. VHL LB0013

Lecturer Equine Business & Economics
VHL Wageningse opleidingen, Wageningen; vac.nr. VHL WO0009
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service << 31
Hoog op de stuwwal, de natuur aan uw voeten

#FFLEBM3FOLVN
%JDIUCJK8BHFOJOHFO 
WFSSBTTFOEWPPSEFMJH
Op zo’n 3 kilometer ten oosten van
Wageningen verrijst Beekdal Renkum.
Een bijzondere buurt, met royale eengezinswoningen aan rustige straatjes en
intieme, autovrije hofjes.
De wijk is prachtig gelegen boven het
beekdal, dat de Veluwe verbindt met de
uiterwaarden van de Nederrijn.

3JKXPOJOHFO
ŔXPPOPQQFSWMBLDBN2
ŔPQMFWFSJOHJO
ŔQSJK[FOBMWBOBGŚWPO

Bezoek op 8 september (tussen 10-12 uur)
de open dag in de modelwoning of maak
een afspraak met de makelaar.

XXXCFFLEBMSFOLVNOM
0/58*,,&-*/(
&/3&"-*4"5*&

7&3,001&/*/'03."5*&
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komproefwonen.nl

Betaalbaar wonen in Ede
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ILLUSTRATION: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Sir, your time is up!
In one of my classes I had to do a group project. The teacher gave us time to meet him informally
out of class.

We were scheduled to have the meeting from 13.30 until 15.30. Apparently, the teacher was enjoying the discussion and forgot that he had already exceeded the scheduled time. One of my Dutch
friends interrupted him in the middle of his speech. My friend told the teacher to ﬁnish the meeting because she had another appointment at 15.30. The teacher apologized and stopped the meeting.
I thought it was very impolite to ask the teacher to stop the meeting in the middle of his speech. In
my home country, Indonesia, when the teacher exceeds the scheduled time, in class or in an informal meeting, we have to wait until he has ﬁnished his speech.
Being polite to older people is considered an important value in my country. It is impossible for us
to interrupt older people (or teachers) in the middle of a speech. I recognized that my friend’s attitude was a part of the values in Dutch culture : the low power distance in which ‘power’ is not
considered as a burden. Students and teachers communicate at the same level, so that when the
teacher makes mistakes the student can easily remind him. Halida Sukmala Sudarmo (Indonesia),

In Indonesia students
would never interrupt
a teacher in the middle
of his speech

MSc student of Landscape Architecture and Planning

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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