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labour of love

>> BERTUS + THE BLUES
Bertus Blankestijn, documents delivery coordinator, Forum library

‘Blues comes from really deep down’
You have to feel the blues, says Bertus Blankestijn.
He felt the Livin’ Blues as a lad of 16 and was sold.
‘And the older you get, the more blues you feel.’ At
58 he is the youngest member of Sinner’s Prayer.
The repertoire includes hits from the nineteen sixties and seventies. Livin’ Blues of course: Cuby and
Clapton. Last Tuesday on WeDay. In two weeks’
time at Woetstok Wageningen. Sneak preview?
RK, photo: Guy Ackermans
www.sinnersprayer.nl
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BACK TO AFGHANISTAN
Student Zia Karimi built a puriﬁcation
plant for a slum in Kabul.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
So they have ﬁnally bitten the bullet in The Hague. The end is nigh for the basic
grant for Dutch students. It was introduced in 1986 to provide students with
independent funding. An end to divisiveness and an inclusive gesture towards
students from low-income families. Now everyone still has access to higher education, but they have to borrow the money. It’s taken the free-marketers in the
government a while to come up with a suitable name. They started with a social
loan system, with the emphasis on social. After all, the labour party was going to
need to explain it too. Now they’ve gone one stage further in The Hague, and
they are talking about an advance. Makes it seem as though you are getting
something, but you will pay for it in the end. Lending money costs money. A bit
like stamps at the supermarket or the hairdresser. So one of the world’s richest
countries, which wants to be seen as a knowledge economy, chooses to pull the
ﬁnancial rug from under its higher education. Welcome to 1986!
Edwin van Laar

>> ‘We are not a radical campaign group’ | p.24
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ð 2QO\RQHLQIRXUHOHFWRUDO
JURXSVKROGHOHFWLRQVIRU
HPSOR\HHVéFRXQFLO
ð 9HU\IHZFDQGLGDWHVZLWKLQ
XQLYHUVLW\LQSDUWLFXODU

Many employees will not be able to
cast a vote for the employees’
council this year. Only ﬁve of the
nineteen electoral groups have
more candidates than seats and
will therefore hold an election.
People in these ﬁve groups are able
to vote between 2 and 10 June. The
new members will start work from
1 September.
The employees’ representative
bodies are disappointed at the lack
of interest. ‘We think it’s a pity
there are so few elections,’ says
Nico Lenis, the WUR council

secretary. He hopes there will be
more ‘spirit and willingness’ to
take part in future. In the past few
months, there had been insistent
calls to employees to stand as
candidate, but there are actually
fewer candidates than in the
previous elections three years ago.
Then, nine of the nineteen
electoral groups got to vote.
%$77/,1*)256($76
Particularly within the university,
few employees have decided to
stand for the council. There are no
elections in any of the university
departments, just as in 2011. Some
of the councils will even have
empty seats from 1 September. For
instance, Plant Sciences has three
vacancies and Agro Technology
and Food Sciences actually has
four empty seats. They can

however be ﬁlled in the course of
the next employees’ council term.
Lenis suspects academic staff put
their career ﬁrst, at the expense of
a spell in the employees’ council.
The compensation for council
members is also less than at DLO.
DLO is rather more successful
at getting candidates. Nearly all
departments are able to ﬁll the
available seats and there are even a
number of elections. Employees at
Alterra, Rikilt, PRI/PPO and Imares
Den Helder will be able to vote.
Alterra has as many as eleven
candidates battling for six seats.
The only one of the general
services to hold an election is
Facilities and Services. It is not yet
clear whether the corporate staff
will be able to ﬁll all its seats. RR

051(7+(5/$1'6,6$:$*(1,1*(1678'(17
:KHQ\RXWKLQNRI0LVV:RUOG\RXWKLQNRI
SUHWW\ZRPHQLQELNLQLVDQGèZRUOGSHDFHé%XW
GLG\RXNQRZVKHKDVDPDOHFRXQWHUSDUW"0U
1HWKHUODQGVLV:DJHQLQJHQVWXGHQW'HPLDQ
2YHUGXLMQDQGRQ-XQHKHKRSHVWREHFRPH
0U:RUOG
7KHIRXUWK\HDUVWXGHQWRI%LRORJ\JRWWKH
SKRQHFDOODFRXSOHRIZHHNVDJRKHZDV
WKURXJKWRWKHODVWWKUHHè2IZKDW"éKHDVNHG
+HKDGEHHQVFRXWHGIRUWKHFRPSHWLWLRQ
WKURXJK)DFHERRNDQGKDGEHHQDQQRXQFHG
0U1HWKHUODQGVEHIRUHWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQKDG
HYHQPHWKLPLQWKHŋHVK2Q0D\KHOHIW
IRU(QJODQGWRWDNHSDUWLQWKH0U:RUOG
HOHFWLRQZKLFKJRHVRQIRUWZRZHHNV
$VZHOODVVWXG\LQJWKH\HDUROG:DJH
QLQJHQPDQZRUNVDVDPRGHODQGWHDFKHV
KLSKRS+HSHUIRUPHGDVDGDQFHURQWKH;
)DFWRUDQGLVDSDVVLRQDWHDQLPDOORYHU7KH
FRPSHWLWLRQLVQRWYHU\ELJLQWKH1HWKHUODQGV
EXWLWFHUWDLQO\EULQJVDEXQFKRIRSSRUWXQLWLHV
'HPLDQéVZD\,QWKHSDVWZHHNKHKDVEHHQRQ
ShownieuwsLQWKHTelegraafQHZVSDSHUDQG
RQWKHKoen & Sandershow0RGHODJHQFLHVDUH
TXHXLQJXSIRUKLPDQGIRUWKHQH[W\HDUKH
ZLOOEHVXSSOLHGZLWKEUDQGQDPHFORWKLQJDQG
DFFHVVRULHV,IKHZLQVKHJHWVWRWUDYHODURXQG
WKHZRUOGIRUD\HDUZLWK0LVV:RUOG 10
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The campus is a suitable
investment project for pension
funds and insurance companies.
De Born Campus is down for 330
million on the investment list of
the embryo Dutch Investment
Institute NII. This is apparent from
an advisory memo from NII
architect Jan van Rutte to minister
Kamp. Insurers and pension funds
will collaborate within the NII to
invest in infrastructure, education,
health care, housing, small and
medium enterprises and
sustainable energy. The cabinet
hopes that this will pump an extra
10 billion euros into the economy.
Former Fortis executive Van
Rutte put together a list of 178
possible projects to be considered
for investment by the NII. The sum
that Wageningen was put down for
is intended, says the report, for the
development of the Incubator
building, and for R&D, sports and
catering facilities. The amount was
taken from the strategic plan for
the campus, says campus
development manager Petra
Caessens. ‘In the runup to this
report, several round table
discussions were organized by the
ministry of Economic Affairs, to
amass suggestions for
investments. Innovation campuses
form one of EZ’s spearheads,
which is why we were included.’
According to Caessens, a joint
proposal will be issued by all the
‘fully-ﬂedged campuses’ in the
country. RK
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Wageningen university has done
well again this year in the National
Student Survey. Students were
asked about 17 topics, such as the
quality of their lecturers, study

facilities and group size. Once
again, Wageningen university’s
scores are above the national
average almost across the board.
Yet there are one or two
differences compared with last
year. For example, satisfaction with
the canteens has improved slightly
and there are higher scores too for
accommodation and study
facilities. A result at odds with this
is the fall in the score for the sports

facilities (though it is still above
average). This is probably due to the
congestion at the Bongerd, which
means students often have to train
at inconvenient times or get put on
waiting lists, or sports clubs have to
make use of different locations. A
feasibility study for a second sport
centre is currently being carried
out.
The satisfaction with
Wageningen as a town is also below

average. Accessibility, bars and
restaurants and the cultural scene
get relatively poor scores.
This year, the survey was ﬁlled in
by 2894 students. In total, more
than 73 thousand university
students completed the survey. The
results from the national student
survey are also used in the Study
Guide and Elsevier magazine’s
special student issue. . RR

LQEULHI
ǋǋ85%$1$*5,&8/785(

-RXUQDO
Urban agriculture now has its own
scientiﬁc journal: Sitopolis. Professor
Han Wiskerke (Rural Sociology) is the
editor in chief of this new, open-access
journal. The ﬁrst articles will be
published after the summer. The word
Sitopolis is derived from the Greek sitos
(food) and polis (city, citizenship).
Wiskerke was approached for the job by
the RUAF foundation, an international
organization for urban agriculture and
food security. Wiskerke says it is high
time the new ﬁeld of urban agriculture
RK
had its own journal.

had to present a science topic in three
minutes, without using PowerPoint. The
Horticultural Supply Chains PhD student
talked about photosynthesis in NEMO
museum. He will be able to compete for
the highest honour with this talk at the
Cheltenham Science Festival in June.
This is the ﬁrst time there has been a
Benelux edition of FameLab. One of the
three preliminary rounds took place at
the end of March in Impulse in
Wageningen. About 25 young scientists
took part, mostly from Wageningen UR.

ǋǋ)$0(/$%

ǋǋ19$2

:LQQHU

0DQGDWRU\RSSRVLWLRQ

On 22 May, Pádraic Flood won the ﬁrst
edition of FameLab Benelux. Participants

When accrediting institutions, the
Accreditation Organization of the
Netherlands and Flanders (NVAO) should
take into account how universities deal
with participatory bodies and other
forms of ‘opposition’. A motion to that
eﬀect was passed this week by the Lower
House. The minister, Jet Bussemaker,
thought it unnecessary but the only
parties to vote against it were the VVD
and PVV. The motion was submitted by
Paul van Meenen, a D66 MP. He is
waiting to see how Bussemaker will
implement the motion. ‘I don’t care
whether she makes the NVAO monitor
employee and student participation
more closely or leaves it to the Education
Inspectorate. As long as one of the two
does it. The NVAO can decide not to
accredit an organization and the
Inspectorate can advise the minister to
+23
stop the funding.’

RR

KEES9$19(/8:ǉǉ
+XPDQXUH
Midas Dekkers’ latest book De kleine verlossing of de lust
van ontlasten [Relief, or the urge to excrete] is all about a big
taboo: poo! He describes in frank and lurid detail exactly
what happens to all our poo and piss.
Now human excrement must surely be an interesting
subject for a former agricultural university. Yet for all the
attention we pay to what we put into our digestive systems
at the top end, we do not take much interest in what
comes out the other end. Whereas it is a highly valuable
substance. We know all there is to know about animal
manure. Animal rights should help ensure we do not
drown in animal excrement in the future. But when it
comes to human manure, we know remarkably little. We
dump it straight into the sewer. No cycle, no ‘human
rights’ in this regard. Nothing at all in fact – it’s just not
done to talk about it. As a student I once calculated that at
least 10 percent of all the nitrogen that gets into the
environment comes out of human backsides. So why
shouldn’t we divert a little attention from further
increasing meat and grain production to recycling our
excrement?
Farm shops are at an advantage here: they could institute
a barter system. A dump for the farmer and a cauliﬂower
for the customer. Or a bottle of milk for every bottle of
piss. But what if you don’t do your shopping at the farm?
No problem. What could be ﬁner that squatting over your
compost heap every morning (coffee and newspaper to
hand) to do your business. In your own back garden or
perhaps in a communal toilet in the park? Listening to the
sounds of spring and doing your bit for global
sustainability. Rural Africa has been doing it for centuries:
it is called ‘night soil’ there. We would call it ‘sustainable
innovation’. .HHVYDQ9HOXZ
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Although the social loan system
still needs to be approved by the
Lower and Upper Houses, the new
measure looks deﬁnite. From
2015, new students will be starting
their degrees without a basic grant.
The new law will lead to a substantial rise in the average student
debt, but the abolition of the basic
grant is also having unintended
consequences that have not yet
attracted much attention. For
example, it may cause problems
for the ﬁnancial support scheme
that assists active or disadvantaged
students in Wageningen.
The scheme offers one

additional year of the basic grant
for students on a committee or
who get behind in their studies
because of illness. The size of
these incentive grants is linked by
law to the student ﬁnancing
system. ‘We are really worried,’
says Xanthe van Dierendonck, a
VeSte student council member. ‘If
the ﬁnancial support scheme were
to go, that would have a huge
impact, especially on active
students.’
The university recognizes the
importance of the support
scheme, says rector Martin Kropff.
But he does not want to act before
the new legislation is in place. ‘We
want to keep giving students support within the statutory limits.’
So Van Dierendonck decided to
take matters into her own hands.
When she was a guest on the
Knevel en Van den Brink talk show
on 28 May, just after the student

loan deal, she put her question to
the minister, Jet Bussemaker. She
did not get a clear answer in the
programme, but afterwards
Bussemaker admitted this would
be an unwanted side-effect, says
Van Dierendonck. She will be
submitting her question to the
minister again via the Dutch
National Students’ Association.
The ﬁnancial support scheme is
causing concern for other reasons
too. The combination of strong
growth in student numbers and an
unchanged amount available for
support means the ﬁnancial
assistance is becoming
increasingly diluted, the council
argued recently in a meeting with
Kropff. But he said there was no
scope for an increase in the
available funds. He also countered
that no cuts were made in the
amount when student numbers
were falling. RR

6(/(&7('"

7KLV+LJK6FKRROVWXGHQWKRSHVWRVWDUWDGHJUHHLQ1XWULWLRQDQG+HDOWKLQ6HSWHPEHUEXWVKHLVLQWKHŊUVWFRKRUW
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OLPLWHGWKHLQWDNHWKLV\HDUWKHŊUVWWLPHWKLVKDVEHHQGRQHLQ:DJHQLQJHQVLQFH7KLVPHDQVWKHUHLVRQO\
VSDFHIRURIWKHVWXGHQWVZKRFDPHWRWKHLQIRUPDWLRQDQGVHOHFWLRQGD\RQ0D\LQ2ULRQ7KHYLVLWRUV
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WUDQVSDUHQWé

The Dutch funding system for
science works ﬁne, concluded a
working group of civil servants
from several different ministries.
But they think more could be
achieved with the amount of
money involved. For example, they
think it is high time the PhD bonus
was reconsidered. Currently the
universities get a ﬁxed sum, about
9000 euros, per PhD graduate
produced. With more and more
people getting PhDs, the PhD
bonus is costing more and putting
the rest of the science budget
under pressure. The working
group therefore proposes a
maximum amount to be
distributed in the form of PhD
bonuses.
*29(510(17)81',1*
Wageningen is in an unusual
position in this regard, as the only
university to get its funding from
the ministry of Economic Affairs
rather than the ministry of
Education. So Wageningen’s
increased PhD bonus does not
deprive other universities of
funding but comes out of the
ministerial budget. If the PhD
bonus is trimmed, Wageningen
University can expect to be
included, thinks Frank Bakema,
director of Education, Research &
Innovation. Independently of this
issue, he wonders how long the
ministry will go on funding the
growing numbers of PhD and
other students. ‘There must be a
ceiling somewhere.’
The civil servants also see room
for improvement in government
funding of universities. This is still
largely based on an institution’s
historical status, and could be
made smarter and more
transparent. RR
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Harnessing ecological data in userfriendly applications: this was the
aim of the ﬂora and fauna
hackathon held last week in Orion.
An unlikely coalition of hackers,
scientists, civil servants and
business people put their heads
together to spend 32 hours
developing websites and apps.
The aim is to generate solutions
to ecological challenges.
‘Innovation by the usual route goes
too slowly,’ declare co-organizers
Rob Knapen and Casper Koomen.
‘People’s thinking is too bound by
the rules of their organization. We
bring strangers together in a
pressure cooker situation. This

‘A BURST
OF MEDIA
ATTENTION’

leads to cross-fertilization.’
They also hope to demonstrate
the potential of ‘open data’: ‘The
scientiﬁc world sometimes
functions like an ivory tower.’
Wageningen is one such closed
system of research data, in their
view. ‘Thanks to the internet and
smartphones, there is a huge
opportunity for the general public
to be able to use these data in
creative ways. Our apps give them a
chance to do their bit.’
During the hackathon, groups
worked on a range of projects such
as a map of the country on which
you can see what local farmers
have to offer. And an interactive
game that lures young people out
into the countryside. And a
platform for helping people to
manage their shared gardens.
75((),(
Impressive and highly promising,
is the jury’s verdict. The ﬁrst prize

How busy have you been with the decoy sheep?
‘It was very hectic that Thursday trying to
respond to everyone. I had two phones ringing
non-stop and dozens of media organizations
wanting to come along. It was a real burst of
media attention. I got calls from TV news
programmes, Radio 1 and lots of local media. I
never got round to my normal work.’

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

+$&.$7+21)$67ɺ75$&.62/87,216

+DFNHUVGHVLJQHUVDQGVFLHQWLVWVZRUNLQJLQJURXSVRQDUDQJHRISURMHFWV

of 2500 euros goes to a project
called Treeﬁe. Haarlem municipal
council wants to introduce
children to the world of trees. Put a
QR sticker on all trees of historical
interest, suggest the hackers. If
you scan it, you get onto the tree’s
web page, where you ﬁnd
information and interactive
options such as making a ‘treeﬁe’:

a selﬁe with a tree.
The concept of the hackathon
seems to be a runaway success.
There is plenty of enthusiasm
among companies and municipalities. Rob is satisﬁed too. ‘What we
do as hackers is mainly kick
against the system and see if we
can get it moving.’ 3DXO7KXQJ

) ,*85(ITOUT

And that was deﬁnitely not planned.
‘It was completely unexpected, a sort of attack.
I’d just come back from four weeks abroad.
Some preparations had been made for the
project before then, but there were no ﬁnalized
plans. Then a message about the experiment
ended up on a website in Drenthe, the media
picked up on it and then everyone knew about it
:KR"Sip van Wieren, in no time. The emails were soon pouring in.’

associate professor
in the Resource
Ecology group
:KDW"Wants to use
sheep as bait to lure
ticks away from
nature areas
(See too page 10)
:K\"Was inundated
with calls from the
media before he had
captured a single tick

Do you get strange questions when you do
research using sheep as bait?
‘There were media who wondered whether this
was a joke. But the strangest responses came from
the general public. Someone asked whether it
would be a good idea to drag a sheepskin round
the garden before the grandchildren came to
visit because they have a big problem with ticks.
Others were angry that we biologists were
apparently pumping stuff into sheep. I haven’t
got round to answering all the emails yet.’ RR

PhD students take their time / and 28 percent never graduate
Source: Rathenau instituut, 2004-2011

Illustratie Studio Lakmoes
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SUSTAINABILITY BEGINS AT SCHOOL
The route to a more sustainable
society goes through new forms
of learning and approaches to
education, says Professor Arjen
Wals in Science. He argues for
more integration of the natural
sciences such as biology, physics
and chemistry with education on
nature, the environment and
sustainability. This is the only
way, he believes, to bridge the
gulf between sustainable theory
and sustainable practice.
Education and learning, according
to Wals ‘are a somewhat neglected
piece of the puzzle in addressing
the sustainability challenge.’ The
traditional natural sciences in our
education system look at the how
and the why of a phenomenon.
The emphasis lies on knowledge
and on deconstructing reality. But
no matter how good we are at
dividing the world up into
disciplines, categories and sectors
– smaller and smaller units – we
are not good, says Wals, at seeing
relationships, links and the whole
picture.
For an all-round understanding,
you need several disciplines and
angles, and above all new skills or
competencies. Wals: ‘Competencies such as changing perspectives,
the ability to switch between past,
present and future, between here
and there, and between different
cultures. But we also need the
ability to cope with uncertainty,
complexity, relations, cycles, and
interdisciplinary thinking.’

Urban farming in Amsterdam.

PUSH TO SUSTAIN
Education should develop these
new competencies. But, says Wals,
this does not mean we should
throw our traditional subjects
overboard. Wals: ‘No, I don’t
believe that. The point is that we
should organize learning
differently: starting with everyday
challenges, looking for local
solutions from a global
perspective. Traditional subjects

THINKING AHEAD
Plastic was a sustainable discovery once, says Professor Arjen Wals.
Now it turns out to lead to the plastic soup which is polluting our seas
and oceans. It is a similar story with asbestos: from solution to
problem. Insights change and we discover more and more new things.
‘The question is of course whether you can foresee these things,’ says
Wals. ‘Can you strengthen the capacity to see things from a diﬀerent
perspective, to think in terms of relations and coherence, and do you
then get a society which is better at making sustainable choices?’ Part
of such changes of perspective and anticipatory learning is the ability
to see things from the point of view of other cultures. ‘What we
consider sustainable might not be so sustainable at all for someone
from Kampala.’

will still be important, but will no
longer be the point of departure.
And that does not have to be
complicated. Wals: ‘There are
more and more examples of
schools, neighbourhoods and
suburbs which work on such
issues through concrete projects.
Take for example climate-neutral
schools, sustainable
neighbourhoods, roof gardens and
edible school yards. ‘Sometimes
they are working on those new
competencies without realizing it.’
Education, says Wals, is now
largely focused on increasing our
competitive advantage and
strengthening our economy. ‘The
push to consume is far bigger than
the push to sustain. That must
change.’
OLD MOBILE PHONE
Wals gets students in his classes to
take old mobile phones apart. ‘To
ﬁnd out what material they are
made of, where it comes from,
under what conditions the raw

materials are mined. I get them to
look at ethical questions such as
what a mobile phone like that does
to our lives and our relationships.
The whole world is in that mobile.
And can we use it to make the
world a better place? For example,
by developing apps for monitoring
air quality.’
Social media and ‘citizen
science’ are important
instruments, in Wals’s view, for
bridging the gap between scientiﬁc
education and environmental
education. ‘As long as it is more
than just a cheap way of collecting
data, because it should be
meaningful and capable of leading
to local solutions for global
problems.’ RK
Wals wrote the article in Science
after the publication of Research on
Environmental Education, a hefty
tome on the state of the art in
sustainability education. The
Wageningen professor was one of the
editors of this standard work.
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‘PLANT-BASED VIAGRA’
SOMETIMES CONTAINS… VIAGRA
ð 5HDOGUXJVIRXQGLQSODQWEDVHG
supplements.
ð 0RUHUHJXODWLRQFDOOHGIRU

Plant-based supplements can be
contaminated with drugs without any
mention of them on the packaging.
Consumers seeking to boost their libidos,
for example, could experience
problematic side-effects.
Noortje Reeuwijk demonstrates this in
the thesis she defended on 23 May. For her
research she analysed 71tablets, capsules
and potions which claim to boost the sex
drive. Approximately one in three turned
out to contain active ingredients from
drugs. The test was not intended to be a
representative sample, however.
Reeuwijk’s client, the Netherlands Food
and Consumer Product Safety Authority,
actively sought out the most suspect
products.
VIAGRA
In the course of her analyses, Reeuwijk
found signiﬁcant concentrations of the
anti-impotence drug Viagra, among other
substances. A contaminated supplement
them can cause the same side-effects as
the ofﬁcial drug. People with low blood
pressure, for example, are advised against

taking Viagra.
But the biggest concern for Ivonne
Rietjens, professor of Toxicology and
Reeuwijk’s supervisor, is the ‘sister
substances’ of drugs such as Viagra. These
substances differ slightly from the
original, possibly thanks to
manufacturing errors or a deliberately
different production process. Little is
known about the strength or safety of
these substances. ‘What is more,’ says
Rietjens, ‘it is a funny business if apparent
by-products of drug development turn up
in plant-based supplements.’
CONTAMINATED PRODUCTION LINES
The big question is, of course, how these
drugs end up in supplements. An obvious
assumption would be that producers
deliberately add the substances. But, the
researchers cautiously suggest: using
contaminated production lines could
explain these results as well. The NVWA
has now acted against the sellers of the
contaminated supplements, says
Reeuwijk. But she indicates that it is
difﬁcult to control the business. ‘Suppliers
come up fast through the internet, and
then disappear fast as well.’ The market
for plant-based supplements in Europe is
hardly regulated at all. They are not
covered by the regulations for medicinal
plants, foods and medicines. RR

VISION <<
Government should compensate mink farmers’
A court in The Hague has overturned a new law that would
ban the farming of animals for fur in the Netherlands from
2024. Mink farmers will be ﬁnancially aﬀected by the new
law and should have been oﬀered ﬁnancial compensation,
ruled the judge. ‘I am not surprised by the verdict,’ says
animal welfare researcher Hans Hopster. ‘You cannot just
snatch away someone’s source of income; that goes against
my sense of justice, however deeply I care about animal
welfare too.’
The mink farmers make a good living. Should they be
compensated for damages?
‘That is a strange argument. You don’t say to parliamentarians or ministers after their term that they needn’t expect any redundancy pay because they have had good incomes, do you? With the mink farmers, we are talking
about family ﬁrms which want to build up a promising
enterprise for the children, for instance. Of course you
can take the political decision to ban fur farming, but I
am happy that the lawyers look beyond those political
considerations alone.’
So the political reasons for banning mink farming are
not in question?
‘No, the court just thinks the farmers should get compensation. My colleague Willy Baltussen at the LEI (Agricultural Economics Institute) has calculated the amounts
concerned. In 2012 the Dutch mink farming sector consisted of about one million mother minks. A ban would
mean about 5000 million euros in compensation for lost
income, plus tens of millions in compensation for lost
capital and demolition costs. The question the government must answer now is: Is it OK for our ethical decision to ban fur farming to cost millions of euros?’
But the ban was motivated by poor animal welfare,
wasn’t it?
‘Originally, yes, but that could be questioned now.
Long ago the mink farmers agreed with the government
on a plan for improving the welfare of the minks, but
that improvement has never been evaluated. The ban is
based on ethical grounds, or: do you accept intensive
farming for the production for fur? I think it’s strange
that the welfare of minks no longer seems to play a role
in it.’ AS

PROPOSITION
‘Real friends do not hold you back, unless
you are heading in the wrong direction’
Agata Banaszewska, who received her PhD on 22 May in
Wageningen
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IRON TABLETS DO NOT INCREASE RISK OF MALARIA
ﬁts. ‘This really is a big and relevant
difference,’ says Hans Verhoef, a
researcher at Cell Biology and
Immunology, and Mwangi’s
supervisor, ‘because birth weight
is a predictor of the baby’s chances
of survival, especially in the ﬁrst
month after birth.’

ð 5HVHDUFKGLVPLVVHVFRQFHUQV
ð è*RYHUQPHQWVVKRXOGPDNH
iron supplements widely
available.’

Pregnant women who are taking
iron tablets do not run an extra
risk of contracting malaria, but
have healthier babies. This result
does away with recent doubts
about the safety and usefulness of
iron supplements, claims Martin
Mwangi in the thesis he defended
on 26 May. There have been
disputes between scientists in
recent years as to whether iron
supplements increase the risk of
contracting malaria.
IRON TABLETS
A few studies suggested that
raised blood iron levels pave the
way for the Plasmodium parasite
which causes malaria. This new
trial dismisses all the objections,
says Mwangi, who thinks it is high
time governments and donors
made iron supplements widely
available. ‘There was already a
policy on this, and iron

$QDQWHQDWDOFKHFNXSLQ1LJHULD

supplements are relatively cheap.’
In the trial, two groups of
around 235 pregnant women in
Kenya were monitored: one group
were on iron tablets and the other
on placebos. The women were
monitored for the incidence of
iron deﬁciency as well as the birth
weight and iron levels of their
babies. The researchers could see
in retrospect whether the women
had suffered from malaria during
the pregnancy from the placenta,
where parasites like to settle.

Neither the supervisors nor the
women knew which group they
were in.
It turned out that malaria
occurred with the same frequency
in the two groups. Giving iron
tablets did, however, have a positive
effect on the health of the baby. In
the ‘iron group’, the babies came
into the world on average 143
grams heavier than those in the
control group. The mothers who
were anaemic before the study
began enjoyed the biggest bene-

LAKE VICTORIA
Worldwide, about 1.6 billion
people suffer from anaemia,
mainly in developing countries. In
children this can slow
development and cause death.
Since 1959, the WHO’s advice has
been that pregnant women should
take iron supplements.
Mwangi did his research to the
north of Lake Victoria: a large and
poor region with only two health
centres. In spite of thorough
preparations he often found
himself having to improvise. On
one occasion he helped to bring a
child into the world on the
backseat of his car after getting
stuck in the mud on a dirt road.
Par for the course, says Verhoef.
‘This is pretty much the most
difﬁcult PhD research you can
imagine.’ RR

SHEEP AS BAIT FOR TICKS IN FOREST
ð 6KHHSPD\EHDEOHWRèFOHDQé
hiking paths.
ð 3RVVLEOHQHZLQFRPHVRXUFH
for dwindling ﬂocks.

Wageningen researcher Sip van
Wieren wants to conduct an experiment in which he will use sheep
as bait to catch ticks in nature reserves. Ticks fall onto any warmblooded animal that walks beneath them, making a ﬂock of
sheep a nice meal for the insect.
However, the decoy sheep are covered beforehand in an insecticide
which kills off the ticks, but before
the sheep can suffer any ill effects.
Van Wieren expects the sheep
to capture a large proportion of the
ticks in a forest, although by no

means all of them. For a lasting
impact on the number of ticks, the
carriers of Lyme’s disease, the
ﬂock would have to roam through
the forest four times a year, estimates the researcher. Unlike humans, sheep cannot get Lyme’s
disease.
NEW INCOME SOURCE
Van Wieren has discussed the experiment with several forest managers in various municipalities, including the Drenthe municipality
of Gieten. Previous Wageningen
research has shown that the Zwanemeer forest near Gieten is infested with ticks – about 20 to 30 ticks
per hundred linear metres. The forest is a recreation area, and has a
nature campsite. Van Wieren
wants to lead a ﬂock of sheep

A ﬂock of sheep are attractive bait for a tick.

through the forest and see how
many ticks the sheep carry off.
Van Wieren hopes his experiment will be a success. Catching
ticks could be a nice new income
source for dwindling Dutch sheep

ﬂocks. Nature managers or recreation entrepreneurs would hire a
shepherd with his ﬂock to do a
‘clean sweep’ along hiking paths,
for instance. AS
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>> RESOURCE.WAGENINGENUR.NL
Online werd veel over universiteitspolitiek
gedebatteerd de afgelopen weken. Zo wekte de
campagne voor de studentenraadsverkiezing
irritatie en werd er getwist over het bindend
studieadvies. Komende week staat de 25YHUNLH]LQJ
op het programma, kom dus meediscussiëren.
Got something to say too? (PDLO\RXUYLHZVWRUHVRXUFH#ZXUQO

SUCKING UP FOR VOTES
Wageningen recently elected a new student council. A
mini-poll by Resource was followed by a lot of online
comment on the campaign.
è,WKLQN9H6WHLVIDUWRRREVHVVHGZLWKJHWWLQJYRWHVé
writes Vriend. ‘They are handing out all kinds of free
sweets/ice cream/ candyﬂoss and asking whether
you’ve already voted.’ Others feel you should punish
such fawning at once. ‘When I was working in Forum
RQ)ULGD\D9H6WHVWXGHQWRŉHUHGPHIUXLWéZULWHV
Vijand. ‘So I immediately logged in and voted for the
international party.’ Not all commentators appear to
be so embittered about politics at such a tender age.
Suikerspin understands perfectly well why parties
take this approach: ‘While I was waiting for this deliFLRXVFDQG\ŋRVV9H6WHKDGDJUHDWRSSRUWXQLW\WR
explain what they stand for.’ Suikerspin thinks this is
killing three birds with one stone: someone gets a tasW\WUHDWDYRWHUJHWVLQIRUPDWLRQDQG9H6WHJHWVD
vote. Kees does understand the irritation but his pragmatic response is: ‘You have to do something to make
SHRSOHDZDUHWKHUHDUHHOHFWLRQVLQWKHŊUVWSODFHé
Are you listening in Brussels?

BINDING ADVICE

,//8675$7,21(67+(5%528:(5

The binding study advice (BSA) has been a thorny
problem in Wageningen over the past academic
year. After mediation by supervisory board
member Job Cohen, the Student Staﬀ Council
eventually agreed to its implementation.
Before that happened, the comments on our
site showed people are not opposed to a BSA
in principle but students do worry that the
criteria will surreptitiously become tougher.
‘A BSA with a reasonable credits threshold is
ŊQHéZULWHVLeonie, ‘but you don’t need to raise
it every year. That is the risk if the council
agrees to this now.’ She points out that this is
what has happened at various universities. The
mood becomes more pessimistic when the
council does agree to the implementation. The
guarantee the council had extorted that it would
be informed about any intended changes is seen by
commentators as not worth the paper it’s written

RQè/HWéVVHHKRZUHOLDEOHWKHH[HFXWLYHERDUGWXUQV
out to be in three or four years’ time,’ says Edgar Vos.
Someone else says it is ‘a random agreement that noone can ever keep.’ After all, in a few years’ time all
the people involved will have been replaced by new
people who know nothing about this informal agreement. ‘This is just fobbing them oﬀ with fair promises,’ responds JH in conclusion. ‘Ridiculous that the
JM [ed.: joint meeting] agreed to it. Just as well Job
was there to pour a nice cup of tea!’

CONTROVERSIAL BUSINESS
The previous Resource included an interview with Ruud
Huirne, professor by special appointment. He thinks it
is high time Wageningen students learnt more about
entrepreneurship.
Patrick JansenLVQRWKDSS\ZLWKWKDWVXJJHVWLRQ+H
WKLQNVHQWUHSUHQHXUVKLSLVGHŊQLWHO\QRWRQHRIDXQL
versity’s core tasks so a course on the subject, especially an entire Master’s programme, would be inappropriate. Jansen writes: ‘Just because lots of our
graduates end up working in companies doesn’t seem
to me any reason for turning entrepreneurship into a
university degree. And that businesses have to
give graduates some introductory training is
even less of a reason!’ Jansen remains businesslike but Bezorgd’s response is highly
sarcastic. As far as he is concerned, the
research internship can be abolished because you often just do research in a company
rather than working alongside the rest.
‘Strange,’ writes Bezorgd, ‘because this way
you cultivate students who have no experience at all in “the real world of business”.
All they have done in their BSc and MSC is
some courses and research studies.’
Bezorgd, why not be enterprising and do
something about it?
CORRECTION
An error got into the photo caption on page
21 in Resource #18. The people in the photo
are Wageningen UR alumni who live in Chile,
not just employees of Wageningen UR Chile.
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The anatomy lesson
If all went to plan, you didn’t notice a thing, but it
really has happened. The brain of the campus has
been transplanted. It has moved from De Dreijen
to De Born. The campus data centre’s new home is
in Hyperion, a striking building behind Actio.
text: Roelof Kleis / photo: Guy Ackermans

A

ctually, that is not entirely
accurate. Part of the brain was
already on campus in Theia,
Hyperion’s little sister on the
Bornsesteeg. With a little imagination
you could see Hyperion and Theia as the
two cerebral hemispheres of our
computer brain. Titans in the daily battle
to keep the data ﬂow on track.
The comparison with a brain does
make sense, though. In an emergency the
two ‘halves’ can take over each other’s
functions to a considerable extent,
explains IT consultant Ron Lukassen of
Facilities and Services. But it should be

noted: the servers are active on both
sides. One is not just a backup for the
other. Lukassen: ‘Data are saved at both
locations. A case of spreading the risks.’
The move to the campus is part of the
move from the Computechnion to De
Born. The ICT department of Facilities
and Services (FB) will follow this summer. The ICT staff will move in with the
rest of FB, in the old ‘wing’ of the current
Actio. Right next to the brain. The equipment was moved physically in the last
couple of weeks, and the move will be
completed this summer. Resource was
allowed a peek inside the grey matter.

MEMORY

COOL (1)

The core of Hyperion is the machinery: the
servers, hard discs and switch boxes. In
Theia and Hyperion between them, there
are more than 300 servers, adding up to 2
petabytes of memory. That is a 1 with 15
zeros, or 10005 bytes. By way of comparison: that is as much memory as 17,000 laptops of 120 GB. But if you think that sounds
a lot: according to Wikipedia, the NSA collects 2 petabytes of data per hour.

A brain generates heat. In energetic terms, says Ron Lukassen, a
data centre is actually an expensive way of producing heat. Hyperion, uses a maximum of 180kW, as much electricity as 3000 oldfashioned 60W light bulbs. That energy is all converted into heat,
making cooling essential. So FB looked for an ingenious three-stage
system. The ﬁrst stage is air-cooling. A stream of air enters the two
glass houses through ventilators in the ﬂoor, and is led along the
racks holding the machinery, and guided up to the roof, where there
are three gigantic heat exchangers which cool the hot air (of up to
380 C) to 250 C before it is brought back inside.

5 June
2014 2009
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COOL (2)
If it is 220 C or warmer, stage two goes into
action: adiabatic cooling. In other words:
water. Fresh air is ﬁrst sprayed with water.
Evaporation takes the heat out of the air, so
it cools down and is suited to cooling the air
indoors too. When the air outside reaches
270 C it is also cooled mechanically, just like
in a refrigerator. According to project
manager Nico Bijl (FB), this is the most
energy-eﬃcient way to provide cooling. ‘For
cooling you only need 7 percent extra energy.
That puts us at the limit of what is feasible.’

POWER CUT

TRAFFIC
Our brains ﬁlter information. If they did
not do so, all the impressions we absorb
would drive us crazy. Hyperion and
Theia do the same thing. An average of
60 million emails come in every month.
Only 1 million (2.5 percent) are allowed
through. The rest is spam, is corrupted
or is on the blacklist for some other reason. In any case, email only accounts for
1 percent of the total internet traﬃc. The
total volume of internet traﬃc is 450
petabytes per month. Hyperion and
Theia exchange 750 petabytes every
month.

An electricity failure does not
bother Hyperion. The brain is
made to cope with it. The ﬁrst
line of defence is a gigantic
battery, comparable to 500 car
batteries, which takes over the
whole thing for a maximum of
ﬁve minutes. Long enough to
start up the emergency generator: a Volvo truck engine which
runs on diesel and replaces the
grid supply within 10 seconds.

SKULL
Our brain is safely housed inside a skull.
Hyperion is a bunker. A concrete hulk
with thick walls, steel doors and no windows. An ordinary mortal has no business here. And yet the building is attractive on the outside. With its unusual
gable, the building was the brainchild of
Taco Remijnse of Wageningen SW Architects. The gable suggests a network. The
local worldwide web – or something of
the sort. With Hyperion as the spider in
the middle of the web.
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‘Publication pressure
is uneven’
Hans Clever can be seen as both the ambassador and the
conscience of the Dutch scientiﬁc community. On 12 June
the president of the Royal Dutch Academy of the Sciences
(KNAW) will give a lecture in Orion, at the invitation of the
Wageningen Young Academy. Resource met him in advance at
the KNAW headquarters in Amsterdam.
text and photo: Rob Goossens

T

hese are turbulent times for the sciences.
Publication pressure and the Diederik Stapel
fraud case are two of the topics which stir up a
lot of discussion. The dissident researchers of
Science in Transition go so far as to call
contemporary science a ‘PhD factory’. So the ﬁrst question
is obvious.

LECTURE
On 12 June Hans Clevers
will give a lecture in the
large lecture theatre in
Orion. The title of the lecture is ‘The Future of
Science.’ It will be followed
by a panel discussion in
which Hans Clevers will be
joined by professors
Marten Scheﬀer and Esther
Turnhout, and PhD student
Jeroen Candel. Students,
staﬀ and alumni are
welcome to listen and
contribute. The lecture
starts at 16.00 hours and
will be in English. There is
room for 750 people.

Is science in crisis?
‘Not at all. Of course the critics have a point sometimes.
Science in Transition, for instance, hits the nail on the
head with its warning that scientists churn out much too
much paper. When it comes to publications, there should
be less emphasis on quantity and more on quality. But on
other points I am less convinced by the critics. The idea
that the universities produce too many PhD graduates, for
example. We need to get away from the idea that PhD
students are destined for a research career. See a PhD
trajectory as a four-year extension of your higher education
which will bring a wide range of jobs in reach. But that
broad view of things may often be lacking within the
programmes, so that the PhD students themselves get the
idea they are involved in a game of musical chairs.’
Anyone hoping to make it in academia has to cope with
the suffocating restrictions of tenure track (a career path
towards a professorship). Have we gone too far in that?
‘I myself am positive about tenure track. It has provided
much-needed transparency in the career policy of
universities. Now it is clear to everybody why someone

gets to a particular position, whereas people sometimes
used to get the impression there was a lot of wheeling and
dealing behind the scenes.’
But does such pressure to publish have to be part of it?
‘Is that really so? The pressure on academics to perform
is not as high in the Netherlands as in other countries.
Take the US, where you still have to bring in funding to be
sure of your salary, even when you are nearly retiring. Or
China, with its bonus system. The main problem is that
the publication pressure is uneven here. Young
researchers are 100 percent dependent on their success in
publication, but once you are inside the bastion of the
university, you are paid out of the lump sum ﬁnancing and
it is very difﬁcult to get rid of you again. That could be
spread better. And someone like Diederik Stapel has a
nerve to give the pressure to publish as an excuse. As a
dean, he had been home and dry for a long time. There
were clearly criminal factors at work in his case – or
psychiatric ones.
Is Stapel a sign, too, of a decline in ethical standards
among scientists?
‘The so-called deteriorating integrity among Dutch
scientists is largely a preoccupation of Dutch scientists
themselves. For the public, science is still seen as
trustworthy, and this theme is much less of an issue in
other countries too. In the Netherlands we have
established perfectly good procedures regarding integrity,
partly through the KNAW. But that does mean there can be
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disproportional attention to what are actually minor
incidents. An added factor in the social sciences is that it
is a young discipline which, when it comes to publications,
is still in the phase of “the more the merrier”. That is
bound to change.’
The Netherlands is not doing very well when it comes to
the amount the country spends on fundamental research.
Is that a problem?
‘A big problem. We are doing badly on that count. We
now spend 0.78 percent of the GNP, but under this cabinet
that will go down to 0.65 percent – a drop of 20 percent.
The government is counting a tax rebate for innovative
companies as R&D funding, but there is no indication at
all that it really goes into innovation. Compare us with
Finland, which invests 1.5 to 2 percent of its GNP on
science, and you cannot avoid the conclusion that the
whole ediﬁce is going to come crashing down here at
some point.’
The strange thing is that we still score well on the
rankings for science and innovations.
‘That is thanks to socio-cultural factors – call it the
national character. That is incredibly well-suited to
scientiﬁc purposes. For example, we have little respect for
hierarchy and therefore a big capacity for independent,
original thinking. Then we are ambitious, communicative
and good at sharing our experiences with others, both
successes and failures. In many other countries, one or
more of these factors are missing. In the US, for instance,
researchers are certainly ambitious, but they prefer to
keep their ﬁndings to themselves because of the extremely
competitive climate. Only England and the Scandinavian
countries are similar to the Netherlands. So we are superefﬁcient, but the ﬂip side is that this hides a systemic
problem, a lack of funding, for a long time. The danger is
that we shall therefore soon reach a tipping point, and it
will then be difﬁcult to undo the damage done.’
Isn’t it up to the KNAW to change that?
‘We are working very hard on that. Last year I talked to
all the party chairs and some interesting ﬁndings came
out of that: according to the calculation methodology of
current economic models, investing in science is totally
unproﬁtable because the results are so uncertain. So if as
a party you allocate funding to science, the calculations on
your programme by the Netherlands Bureau for Economic
Policy Analysis (CPB) make it disappear into a black hole.
This makes it very unattractive politically. There is the
same problem with reinforcing the dykes. Everyone knows
things will go wrong if you don’t do it, but the models
cannot depict that. We have tried to solve that problem
through our own economists, and we seem to be having
some success in that now. They have found a method of at
least quantifying the absorption capacity of a society, the

Hans Clevers: ‘If you want to keep up the quality of graduates you will have to intensify the
education’.

degree to which you can process new global developments.
The VSNU is enthusiastic and the EU has shown some
interest. We hope to be able to convince the CPB as well.’
It must please you that more and more young people are
opting for an academic degree. Could we end up with too
many graduates?
‘No, but you do need to realize the consequences.
Recruiting more students means the average level of
talent will go down. If you want to keep up the quality of
graduates you will have to intensify the education. But the
opposite is happening: we are seeing large groups and
e-learning concepts are gaining ground. But I am not in
favour of restricting entry. It is every individual’s
prerogative to get as high an education as possible. And
this has advantages for society as well: democracy is more
robust when the population is highly educated and the
quality of many professions goes up. Imagine if soon all
teachers of upper secondary classes have had a university
education. Everyone beneﬁts from good scientiﬁc
education.’

HANS CLEVERS
– Born on 27 March 1957
in Eindhoven
– Studied medicine and
biology. PhD at Utrecht,
Postdoc at Harvard
– 1991: Professor of
Immunology, 2002
professor of Molecular
Genetics
– 2010-2012 Director of
the KNAW’s Hubrecht
Institute for
Development Biology
and Stem Cell Research
– 2012: President of the
KNAW
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The World Cup in a nutshell
Many of the 32 nationalities at the soccer World Cup in Brazil are represented in the
student population in Wageningen. We asked them about their countries’ chances and
their secret trump cards.
tekst en foto’s: Nicolette Meerstadt

Group A
Brazil, Croatia, Mexico, Cameroon
Leonardo de Aro Galera – Brazil – exchange student of Agronomy
‘We are hosting the World Cup so I am pretty sure Brazil will win!
The home crowd will really support the team. Our hopes are ﬁxed
on Neymar; he scores the most often. The country is not as well
prepared as we would have liked. The stadiums are ﬁne, but the
trains and metros that were promised will not be there. The
promised legacy of the tournament for the country won’t
materialize either.’
Alejandro Bustamante – Mexico – PhD Plant Sciences
‘Mexico often makes it as far as the fourth round and it stops
there. Unfortunately we had four diﬀerent coaches last year, and
each of them made a diﬀerent selection, so the team is not
exactly stable. But keep an eye of Oribe Peralta, one of the
Olympic champions. His nickname is ‘Orible’ (horrible) because
he is quite ugly. But since he started scoring goals they’ve been
calling him ‘beautiful’.

Group B
Spain, Netherlands, Chile, Australia
Daniela Potocnjak Rivas – Chile – MSc Organic Agriculture
‘We are in a very diﬃcult group. Our team’s play is a bit
inconsistent but Chilean fans are very loyal to the team. I heard
there will even be a cycling trip to Brazil. My top player is the
goalkeeper Claudio Bracco. He’s not very famous, but he is rock
solid. We have a lot of players who have played in Europe too, so
we certainly stand a chance.’
Twan van der Slikke – Netherlands – Business and Consumer
Science
‘I always enjoy the World Cup, with everyone dressing up in orange
and barbecuing with friends or all going down the pub together.
But I don’t have very high expectations. We are second in the pool
behind Spain, which means we’ll probably have to play against
Brazil. You won’t beat them when they are playing at home. My
favourite player is De Guzman. I hope he plays his best. And
Huntelaar should be ﬁelded; he’s a real striker.’
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Group C
Colombia, Greece, Ivory Coast, Japan
Melissa Cuevas – Colombia – MSc Environmental Sciences
‘It would be super if we got through to the second round. The
Colombians in Wageningen have been planning for weeks to
watch together. That is typical of us: the whole country goes
mad for every match. Football is more important to us than
politics. What I think is great about my team is the mix of
colours and backgrounds. That reﬂects the diversity of my
country.’
Iraklis Vekiaris – Greece – MSc Environmental Sciences
‘We were already European Champions once, so miracles do
happen. But seriously, I do have high expectations. I would be
happy enough with some good performances in which the
players take the initiative and play with passion. The coach has
added a bit of magic by selecting an amateur as the 24th man:
Manon Sergios. I hope the team doesn’t see it as a holiday in
Brazil. Pame Elladara! (Go Greece!)

Group D
Uruguay, Costa Rica, England, Italy
Margarita Monge Morera – Costa Rica – MSc Food Technology
‘It is a massive achievement that we have got to the ﬁnal
tournament. We are in a diﬃcult group, though, with Uruguay (ﬁrst
world champions), Italy (the smartest men in the world) and
England (who invented football). My favourite players are Bryan
Ruiz, who plays for PSV, and Keylor Navas, the best goalie in
Spain.’
Luca Malaguti – Italy – Management Studies
‘The coach is almost done with the selection. The problem is the
strikers. We have several good forwards but no brilliant ones like
Messi or Ronaldo. That is part of the Italian football tradition: a
very strong defence and then trying to get your goals through
defensive football. It’s just a pity that you don’t create great
forwards that way. But that didn’t stop us becoming the champions
in 2006 and it would be fantastic to experience that emotion
again.’
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Group E
Switzerland, Ecuador, France, Honduras
Mattias Kohler – Switzerland – Erasmus student of Plant Sciences
‘After the ﬁrst round it will be over for Switzerland, even though we are the ﬁrst in the group. We have
a lot of young players like Drmic, Shakiri and Rodríguez in the group. Your can hear from their names
that many of our players are immigrants. That is a nice reﬂection of our society. A funny fact about
Switzerland: in 2009 they won the World Cup under 17s, so some people think this group are going to
win the cup now.’
Zinnia Guittin – France – BSc Equine Leisure and Sports
‘In this World Cup, France will actually be happy if the players just behave professionally. We were
deeply ashamed of the incredibly childish behaviour of the players during the last World Cup, when
the team even got sent home. That should never be allowed to happen again. In sporting terms, expectations are low. According to my father we can count ourselves lucky if we reach the quarterﬁnals.
Personally I only start watching the matches if we are winning – like a lot of French people in fact.’
Andrea Oyuela Ochoa – Honduras – MSc Urban Environmental Management
‘This is only our third World Cup, and we have never yet won a match. But we were there four years
ago too, so this is the most experienced team we have ever had. We know we are not one of the great
teams, but to win one match would be fantastic. Our most reliable player is Noel Valladares, who has
many years of experience.’

Group F
Argentina, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iran, Nigeria
Raana Roohanitazani – Iran
– PhD Plant Breeding
‘My team is called Proud of
Persia. Iran is the highest
placed Asian team, but we are
in a diﬃcult group. The ﬁrst
match against Nigeria is
crucial. If we win that, we are
sure to go through. We
perform better in diﬃcult
matches, so we really do
stand a chance. Mainly thanks
to our supercoach Carlos
Queiroz, who worked for Real
Madrid and Manchester
United.’
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Abdulmalik Matti – Nigeria
– MSc Organic Agriculture
‘Our team, The Flying
Eagles, has never yet got
beyond the ﬁrst round. But
now that we are African
champions, there is a lot
of pressure. I am a
Chelsea fan, so my
favourite players are Obi
Michel and Victor Moses.
And take a look at our
fans; they are the most
high-spirited in the world.
There are more than 500
languages in Nigeria, but
football is one language
everyone understands.’

Group G
Germany, Portugal, Ghana, US
Rico Meyn – Germany – BSc Communication Sciences
‘I hope we can at least get to the semiﬁnals. After that,
anything is possible. We are in the same group as Portugal, so
we will have to beat Christiano Ronaldo. A lot of our players
have injuries, which is a worry. And our training facilities in
Brazil were still not ready two weeks before the tournament.
My dream ﬁnal would be to beat Brazil on their home territory.
If we win the cup, I will go to Hamburg or Berlin and party like
mad.’
Mike Misra – US – research assistant at the CDI
‘We are going for the last four this year, at least. Our national
coach Jürgen Klinsmann is an ex-player and was the German
national coach. We have won a record number of matches
under him. Ghana is a tough opponent, but we can handle
Germany, thanks to Klinsmann. We’ll wipe the ﬂoor with
Portugal, 3-1. Captain Clint Dempsey is my best player. Take a
look at his rap video on Youtube. It’ll make you laugh.’

Group H
Belgium, Algeria, Russia, South Korea
Farkhad Rakhmatov – Russia – BSc
International Agribusiness
‘Pelle once said, “Russia will win the
World Cup when Brazil wins the ice
hockey World Cup.” In other words, it
would be an achievement for us to
reach the quarterﬁnals. We play very
inconsistently. Sometimes we lose to
weak teams, and then we play well
against a strong opponent. Kokorin is
a young forward, a real patriot who
hasn’t been spoiled by money. The
sanctions that are now being imposed
on Russia give us an extra impetus to
want to win. That way we can show
character and it’s good for our
country’s image.’
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Packing list for Kabul: four
shirts and a membrane ﬁlter
Student Zia Karimi has been using his Wageningen
knowledge to build a water puriﬁcation plant for a slum
in Kabul. After years of preparation the project is nearing
completion: his ticket is ready.
text: Amarens ten Bruggencate / photo: Jacob van Essen / Hoge Noorden

W

ith a suitcase full of switches, metres,
cables and pressure pumps, Zia Karimi
will take the plane to Afghanistan at the
end of May. In Kabul his partner organization will be waiting for him, says Karimi.
They have the papers with which to convince the customs
ofﬁcers of this traveller’s good intentions, in spite of the
dubious contents of his luggage. ‘All those spare parts…’,
smiles Karimi. ‘Imagine it was an attack.’

WATER4TOMORROW
But what Karimi has in mind is far from destructive. The
material he is taking with him to the land of his birth is for

Residents of this poor neighbourhood of Kabul have to walk kilometres to ﬁnd clean drinking water.

putting together a membrane ﬁlter system. With it,
Karimi (29), an Environmental Sciences graduate from
Wageningen University, wants to provide slum dwellers in
Kabul with clean drinking water. In 2012 he completed
the ﬁrst phase of his project Water4Tomorrow: he had a
well drilled in Khaje Bughra. This was sorely needed
because the majority of the 10,000 residents of this poor
neighbourhood of Kabul have to walk kilometres to ﬁnd
clean drinking water. Every year hundreds of children in
Khaje Bughra die of diseases related to insufﬁcient or
poor quality water. The daily trek to a distant water supply,
often a task for children, claims its victims too, because of
the dangerous Afghan roads.
Karimi’s well now provides about 1000 people with
water for washing and bathing. But it is not drinkable yet,
as it contains too many minerals that make it unﬁt for
consumption.
Karimi is returning to Afghanistan this spring to make
the water drinkable. With all the parts he needs to build
his puriﬁcation plant – the size of an IKEA kitchen – under
his arm. Those pipes? ‘They could go in a tube perhaps.’
And the cost of taking extra baggage? ‘I am taking fewer
clothes. About four T-shirts.’
TALIBAN ERA
Karimi was born and brought up in Kabul. ‘I went to
school there and experienced the difﬁculties of the
Taliban era. Some of my family still live there. When he
was 18, he emigrated to the Netherlands with his mother,
younger brother and sisters. His father had already been
working in Leeuwarden for a few years. ‘Once I was in the
Netherlands I could concentrate on my education. The
result is not bad,’ says Karimi. ‘I want to help people who
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REVERSE OSMOSIS
The groundwater in Kabul
contains too much calcium
carbonate, sulfate and
ﬂuoride. To make it
drinkable, Karimi uses
reverse osmosis (RO)
membrane ﬁltration. This
pushes the water under
pressure through a sieve
with miniscule holes in it.

The holes are so small that
only water molecules go
through them. An
antiscalant is used to
prevent chalk deposits
from building up on the
membrane. Pre-ﬁlters are
also used to protect the RO
ﬁlter from rough particles.

do not have so much. I feel more Dutch than Afghan, but
my knowledge of the Afghan language and culture was
useful in this project.’
With the help of the Mawlana Foundation, Karimi’s
partner organization in Kabul, the project leader was able
to win the conﬁdence of the authorities and the slum
dwellers. ‘If you don’t have a big name such as UNICEF,
you are not immediately welcomed with open arms,’ says
Karimi. ‘It was quite a job to get in contact with the right
people.’ Working through a local organization made it
easier. In the end he was even assisted by the Afghan
ministry of Water and Energy Supplies.
In Kabul he stayed behind the scenes as much as
possible. ‘I want this project to be seen as something
which the people had set up themselves. So that other
people will get the feeling they could do something for
others, instead of always depending on others.’ The slum
dwellers themselves succeeded in applying to the
government for the electricity cable needed for the water
supply. Karimi, beaming: ‘I have seen people praying out
of gratitude. And I have seen them getting up and going
into action. That’s a good feeling.’
HOMEMADE
This month Karimi leaves for Kabul with his equipment.
The technical design is based on a puriﬁcation system set
up in Haiti by Leo Groendijk, a former teacher of Karimi’s
at VHL University of Applied Sciences in Leeuwarden.
Under Groendijk’s supervision, Karimo drew up his
project plan a couple of years ago. With the help of the

‘If you don’t have a big name such
as UNICEF, you are not immediately
welcomed with open arms’
Farda Foundation, he found enough funding in Kabul to
drill the well. But he did not have the 20,000 euros needed
for the next step, the puriﬁcation plant. By now, Karimi
can install the plant for one quarter of that sum. He does
not have to buy the equipment at a high price from a
company, but can build it himself using the knowledge he

Zia Karimi: ‘I want to help people who do not have so much’.

acquired at the department of Environmental Technology
(ETE) at Wageningen UR. Once Karimi has put together
his ﬁltration system in Kabul, three people will be trained
to maintain the plant.
If the Wageningen student has his way, 13 of these
systems will be established in Kabul to provide clean
water for about 30,000 people. Eventually he would also
like to establish a water school in Kabul, and he is hoping
for the support of Wageningen UR in this. ‘I am working
on an outline of how I picture it. As a student I am not in a
strong negotiation positon how, but I shall do my best.’
Karimi also still has to write his thesis and complete an
internship. Is there still time for that? Laughing: ‘When I
get back from Kabul, the priority is graduating. First get
that degree, and the rest will come later.’

ORGANIZATIONS
INVOLVED
Water4Tomorrow is
funded by Cordaid, Aqua
for All, Wetsus, the Fardá
foundation and the Water
for Everyone foundation.
Organizations providing
backstopping are the
Mawlana Foundation and
Wageningen UR.
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Who will save our
applied research?
Wageningen UR’s applied research is going through a sticky
patch. Funding for the applied research stations for agriculture
and horticulture is uncertain now the product boards have been
abolished. Will new organizations come forward to invest in applied
research and innovation in agriculture and horticulture?
text: Albert Sikkema / illustration: Henk van Ruitenbeek

S
Wageningen UR
applied research
centres
Sterksel – pig farming
Dairy Campus Leeuwarden
– dairy farming
Hengelo – environmental
research in dairy farming
Lelystad – crop farming,
ﬁeld production of vegetables, and green space
Bleiswijk – greenhouse
horticulture
Lisse – ﬂower bulbs and
trees
Randwijk – fruit and trees
Westmaas – crop farming
(on clay soils)
Vredepeel – crop farming
and ﬁeld production of
vegetables ( on sandy
soils)
Valthermond – crop farming (on peaty soils)

ecretary of State Sharon Dijksma was a guest at
Wageningen UR’s pig farming innovation
centre at Sterksel on 12 May. She was presented
with a vision for the future of the pork sector
and talked about the innovation agenda for pig
farming with farmer organizations, the meat-processing
industry and animal feed manufacturers. Nothing very
exciting about this for applied researchers, usually. But
this time it was different because the people Dijksma was
talking to had just set up the Association of Pig Farmers
and the Chain Platform for Pig Farming. And these clubs
will play a role in determining the fate of applied research.
NEW IDEAS
The future of applied research has been uncertain since
the lower house of the Dutch parliament decided a few
years ago to scrap the product boards. The MPs thought it
outdated that farmers and market gardeners had to pay a
compulsory levy to these public institutions which
represented the production chains for dairy, meat, arable
farming and horticulture. The product boards spent that
compulsory levy on food safety and promotion, as well as
on applied research. Now the product boards and the
money they raise will be gone at the end of this year,
Wageningen UR’s applied researchers have a problem.
Who is going to fund their research? Already this year, the
Plant Sciences Groups announced a reorganization of its
applied plant research, with about 50 jobs under threat.
Yet new ideas are springing up on all sides in agriculture
and horticulture. Dairy farmers and companies, for
example, are setting up ZuivelNL op, a chain organization
which will invest in knowledge and innovation, among
other things. The potato sector, too, is forming a new club
intended to pursue innovation. And then there are the
initiatives from pig farmers represented at Sterksel. These

organizations can step into the shoes of the product
boards and ﬁnance research carried out by the
Wageningen applied research centres.
INDIVIDUALISTIC
Now that farmers and horticulturalists are having to
reinvent the wheel to strengthen the innovative capacity
and competitive edge of Dutch agriculture and
horticulture, the DNA of the various sectors is being
exposed. Individualistic horticulturalists, for instance,
don’t want to hear anything about collectivism. The
Horticulture product board always ﬁnanced applied
research in Lisse and Blieswijk to the tune of about 10
million euros, but many horticulturalists turned against
the compulsory fee. So Nico van Ruiten, chair of LTO
Glaskracht, does not think all horticulturalists will
support a successor to the product board. ‘I think what
we’ll get is business collectives that fund research on
tomatoes, paprika and chrysanthemums on a voluntary
basis. But it is going to be a lot harder to organize research
that covers several different crops, such as research on
plant health or water and energy consumption. That more
strategic research will not get off the ground with a
voluntary contribution from the horticulturalists.’
Dutch dairy and crop farmers, on the other hand, are
keen on cooperation. Crop farmers want to set up a branch
organization through which all companies make a
compulsory contribution to research and innovation –
just like the product boards. This possibility exists, says
Mathé Elema of the Crop Farming product board. ‘EU
legislation offers scope for setting up a branch
organization on a compulsory basis, so that not just the
members have to pay a contribution but also other crop
farmers who are not members. This is a complicated route
to take, however, and requires a good support base among
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the crop farmers. A majority of them would need to join
the branch organization. Then it would have to be
recognized by the ministry of Economic Affairs (EZ). ‘We
are now waiting for a letter from the ministry of EZ,’ says
Elema. ‘That should set out the framework for the
recognition of an association like this, and for which
issues the association is allowed to have a say in. The
expectation is that research and innovation are on that
list. I also think the ministry will ask for an assessment of
the support base in the business sector.’
LESS MONEY
The rules of the game need to become clear soon as the
funding from the product boards will dry up at the end of
this year. Around that time the successors to the product
boards need to be in the starting blocks. ‘The big worry for
applied research is: how do we get through 2015?’ says
Geert van der Peet, theme leader for Sustainable Livestock
at Livestock Research. This year there was already less
funding for applied research from the product boards,
which were actually using up their savings. Next year the
portfolio of assignments for the applied research centres
will collapse if new ﬁnanciers do no show up fast.
Whatever happens, the applied researcher will have to
get even closer to the market, says Nico van Ruiten. ‘All the
applied research will be not just demand-driven but also
cost-efﬁcient, because the growers’ groups will be giving
assignments and then keeping a close eye on the research,’
expects Van Ruiten. In the crop farming sector as well,

there will be less money for applied research in the coming
years than there used to be, expects Elema. And he too
thinks the research questions will come out of the ﬁeld
more and be formulated by the entrepreneurs themselves.
At Livestock Research, van der Peet is already anticipating the new funding of applied research at Sterksel.
Small and medium entrepreneurs such as shed
constructors, abattoirs, suppliers and clients of the pig
farmers can become partners of Sterksel for 500 euros per
year. What they get in exchange is a series of network
meetings where they can learn from each other. Van der
Peet: ‘Because innovations in the pig sector no longer
come only from research; a lot of them come from small
and medium enterprises. Companies learn from each
other when they cut down on antibiotic use, use new kinds
of sheds or set up a chain network for sustainable pork.’
By linking them up, Van der Peet can also help them
submit joint research projects. And that is where
Wageningen applied researchers come into the picture
again. Because there will always be a need for risky
research into complex problems which pig farmers are
not going to experiment with on their own farms. For
example, a study of tailbiting is now going on at Sterksel.
‘We are doing that with innovation managers from
Sterksel, as well as with researchers from the university,
DLO and Den Bosch University of Applied Sciences.
Tailbiting is a tricky business. In experiments it can easily
go wrong, so you can’t just start experimenting on a pig
farm. For that they need VIC Sterksel.’

‘There will
always be a
need for risky
research into
complex
problems which
pig farmers are
not going to
experiment with
on their own
farms’
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‘WE ARE NOT A RADICAL
LEFTWING ACTIVIST GROUP’
They ﬁlled lecture theatres with
their ﬁrst debates about the
future of agriculture and GM
crops. Now the pioneers of the
Critical Students Wageningen
association (CSW) are ready to
expand. ‘If you are going into the
summer vacation seriously
overtired and totally broke, you
know you need more people.’

‘AALT FAALT’
It all started with a moment of
intense anger back in 2012. Moira:
‘I had graduated and had just got
back from holiday. I came home,
read the paper… And there was
that article by Aalt Dijkhuizen in
De Trouw [in which the then CEO
of Wageningen UR argued for
intensive agriculture, ed.]. I
thought: ‘What?!’ Patricia laughs:
‘She really was very angry.’ Moira
had to go into action. ‘In opinion I

PHOTO: SVEN MENSCHEL

‘What a long time it takes!’ CSW
initiators Moira de Klyn (27) and
Patricia Lemmens (25) had hoped
for faster service in the Forum. But
Moira still joins the queue at the
Grand Café, shaking her head.
‘Organizing debates is great fun
and very educational. But it does
take a lot of time and energy.’

Moira de Klyn (left) and Patricia Lemmens.

am the total opposite of Aalt. I am
quite rebellious.’
The demonstration she organized – ‘Aalt Faalt’, or Aalt fails –
drew about 40 protesters. Moira:
‘We were not so much

CSW summer debates
A discussion will be held in OIrion on 5 June between Jan Steijn, a
researcher at FrieslandCampina, and CLM director Wouter van der
Weijden. The subject of discussion will be the future of global food
distribution and nutrient ﬂows. This event will be followed on 22 June
by a debate on the potato market with speakers including Jan van
Hoogen, general director of Agrico, and Michiel van Geelen,
Greenpeace campaign leader for agriculture and food. This discussion
will be held at BioRomeo, an organic farmers’ association, in Ens.
Moira: ‘Nice, in the north-east polder.’ Patricia: ‘Then you have an
outing as well.’
Curious about CSW’s activities? Go to https://www.facebook.com/
criticalstudentswageningen

demonstrating because we didn’t
agree with Dijkhuizen, but to show
that other opinions than his do
exists within our university.’
In response to ‘Aalt Faalt’, Dijkhuizen invited the demonstrators
to engage in discussion with him.
Moira took on the preparation for
this together with a friend, Nout
van der Vaart. ‘The Wageningen
Debate on the Future of Food
Production’, with experts such as
Imke de Boer and Lijbert Brussard,
was a success. ‘C222 in the Forum
was packed out and the media
were there,’ says Moira. ‘That gave
me the motivation to carry on. I
thought: ‘Now I have caused a
commotion. I must do something
else to keep this alive.’
PLURIFORM
At the next debate Moira

organized, on genetically modiﬁed
organisms, she was helped by
Patricia. ‘She was totally focused
on GMOs in her thesis,’ says Moira.
‘We really needed each other.’
Patricia: ‘The discussion about
GMOs drew a packed house, too.
Afterwards we heard from science
students that social issues are
hardly ever brought into their
courses. They know all about
cutting and pasting with DNA. But
when it comes to the various
points of view and sensitivities that
go with it among the general
public, it seems that not everybody
is aware of them.’
Patricia and Moira decided to
continue organizing debates
together under the name Critical
Students Wageningen. The aim: to
introduce students to a range of
points of view on the life sciences
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The turnout was more than 10 percent higher than that of 2013

VESTE WINS STUDENT
COUNCIL ELECTIONS
and to fuel discussion on them. A
central recurring theme is the food
problem, on which CSW organizes
debates under the title ‘Dealing
with Food’. All their meetings are
aimed at promoting an image of
Wageningen UR as pluriform.
PREJUDICES
According to Moira, for instance,
there are still prejudices about
certain degree subjects. When
asked which Master’s she wants to
do, Moira says: ‘Just write
Agroecology. The thing is…’ The
ex-Droevendaal resident leans
forward. ‘Patricia and I are doing
the kinds of degree programmes…
She is doing International
Development Studies, which
sounds so slanted. And if I add that
I am studying Organic Production,
they think: there they go again,
those Droef hippies. But we are not
a radical leftwing activist group.

‘We want to show that
other opinions do exist
within our university’
Critical Students Wageningen is
an inclusive movement which
aims precisely at creating space for
divergent views.’
Patricia: ‘It can sometimes be
difﬁcult to ﬁnd participants for our
debates. We want speakers from
the top of the business world, the
sciences or the government, who
really have something to say. But
perhaps they think: ‘Will I ﬁnd
myself becoming a target?’
Moira: ‘But we are not out to
point the ﬁnger of blame. We want
to conduct an open, honest
discussion.’ Moira says she herself
is ‘much less radical’ thank she
used to be. She wants that reﬂected
in the photo that accompanies this
article: ‘We must just confer about
our dresscode, Patricia.’ Moira
takes off her panther tooth neckAtB
lace for the occasion.

VeSte won the student council
elections for 2014 with a clear
majority of eight seats. Newcomers S&I and CSF each gained
two seats.
‘We stood there beaming when the
results were announced,’ says
VeSte leader Soline de Jong. ‘We
had been conservative in our
forecasts: ﬁve, maybe six seats. We
didn’t expect this.’ Besides De
Jong, VeSte will be represented on
the council by Rogier Eldering,
Tjerna Ellenbroek, Karel Brasser,
Robin van der Bles, Jelske de
Kraker, Sander Schalkx and Kim
Duintjer. Duintjer was on the VeSte
list to boost the campaign, without
intending to sit on the council.
With 1862 votes, VeSte ended up
with enough support for an eighth
seat, but Duijntjer will stand down
for another candidate.
Si Zhou and Charles El-Zeind
will represent the newly formed
Sustainability & Internationaliza-

tion (S&I) party on the council. Party
leader Zhou has ‘mixed feelings’
about the results. ‘On the one
hand, I am happy that we managed
to get two seats. On the other
hand, I think it’s a pity that the
other candidates will not be on the
council.’ S&I got a total of 597
votes.

The emergence of two new
parties seemed to attract new
voters, because the turnout of 35.4
percent was more than 10 percent
higher than that of 2013. By way of
comparison: the turnout at the
University of Amsterdam this year
was only 20 percent. Around the
middle of June, it will be made

TURNOUT
The Christian Student party (CSF)
is pleased with the results. Leader
Jordi van Kleeff is happy with the
380 votes they got, and, thanks to
an unassigned seat, will join JanWillem Kortlever on the council.
‘Apparently there is enough
support for a Christian voice
within our university,’ says Van
Kleef. ‘I m very curious how the
collaboration with the other
parties will go.’ VeSte is positive
about the prospect of collaborating with CSF and S&I: ‘That way
you prevent the formation of a monopoly,’ says party leader De Jong.

‘Student numbers will
go up considerably next
year. This will mean more
responsibility for the
student council’
known who will chair the student
council. According to rector magniﬁcus Martin Kropff, the council
is heading for a challenging year.
‘Student numbers will go up
considerably next year. This will
mean more responsibility for the
student council,’ he says. ‘And
besides, the new strategic plan has
to be evaluated this year.’ AtB

Rector Magniﬁcus Martin Kropﬀ announces the results.
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SMART

Fruit ﬂies think about what they
are doing, say oxford neurologists.
They take longer over a choice if it
is diﬃcult to distinguish between
the substances on oﬀer. The
beginnings of intelligence,
according to brain scientists.
Now learn to keep oﬀ my fruit,
please!

SMARTER
Walking makes you creative.
Wageningen’s Marten Scheﬀer has
been saying so for years, but now
American researchers at Santa
Clara University have proven it.
They got students to do creativity
tests either sitting down or
walking.
The walkers won hands down. We’ll
do all exams in the sports hall from
now on. Could you leave the
outside lane free for a walk
between questions?

Wageningen to have binding study advice
The Student-Staﬀ Council (the
consultative body of Wageningen
University) has after all agreed
to the introduction of a ‘binding
study advice’ (BSA) which will
make obtaining 36 ECTS credits a
condition for progressing to the
next academic year. Mediation
eﬀorts by the supervisory board
brought the conﬂicting parties to
an agreement.
Mid-May, the Student-Staff
Council had rejected the BSA,
mainly because it was afraid that
after introducing the BSA, the
university would gradually raise
the threshold of 36 ECTS credits.
For this reason, the Student-Staff
Council demanded permanent
advisory rights on potential
changes. The executive council did
not want to grant these rights,
however, and launched a formal

arbitration process. This legal
process is seen as a last resort and
is seldom used. The process
entails bringing the issue before a
national arbitration committee,
but only after an attempt at
mediation has been made by the
supervisory council. This took
place on Monday 26 May, chaired
by Job Cohen and in the presence
of supervisory board member Bert
Bruggeman. After both the executive board and the student-staff
council had expressed their points
of view, Cohen saw scope for a
compromise, says student member Jaap Löwenthal. ‘The studentstaff council was above all afraid of
a sudden raising of the bar without
our being able to respond to it.
That is why we wanted statutory
advisory rights for longer than the
three years that had been decided.’
The university was not prepared to

do this, but rector Martin Kropff
did promise that the consultative
body would get advance warning of
any changes. ‘That way we can give
unsolicited advice, in effect
achieving the same as we would if

‘The arbitration
procedure is a
last resort which
is seldom used’
we had statutory rights,’ says
Löwenthal.
In the end this satisﬁed the
student-staff council, as was clear
two days later during new
consultations with the rector. This
cleared the way for the
introduction of a binding study
advice in Wageningen, which will
be in place from next academic
RG
year.

STRAWBERRIES
In Belgium, a former associate
professor will soon be starting
work as… a strawberry picker. In
2008, he wrote a hard-hitting
opinion piece and got the sack for
it. He has been out of work ever
since and is now past the stage
where he only has to accept work
that matches his qualiﬁcations. So
he has been oﬀered a job picking
strawberries. Here’s to a fruitful
career change.

SPELLING
What is the diﬀerence between a
smart brunette and a (you said it)
blonde? Just one letter, Stanford
scientists have discovered. Just
one nucleotide, an A that’s a G.
An improbably small diﬀerence in
the immeasurably vast genetic
code.
No more than a spelling mistake,
you might say. But one that
dictates the rest of your life. You
can always dye your hair, I
suppose.

INTENSE PARTY Same old parties, same old music, same
old faces. Students Dennis Amos-Sam, Remco Wezepoel
and Vincent Peters wanted to break the mould of student
society parties and dreamt up Intense 1317. A regular
party for all Wageningers with cool music and great

drinks. The ﬁrst edition was on 29 May in Het Gat. A nice
mix of students and a lively evening. If you want to join
the fun next time, be sure to like Intense 0317 on
NM, photo Guy Ackermans
Facebook.
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EPISODE 31 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<
ILLUSTRATIONS: KIM PETERSE

The story so far: Bianca is not terribly sporty
and would rather go down the pub. Derk, however, is a fanatical and disciplined sportsman.

Bata
T

here was an excited atmosphere at the
start of the Batavieren Race. All around the
Nijmegen sports centre students were standing chatting with beers in their hands. Bianca
beamed as she looked around and waved to
people from her sorority in the crowd. When
the race started at around midnight, she attached herself to the fastest group right away.
This will be a pushover, thought Bianca with
satisfaction. Only when her teammate Derk
came alongside her beyond the initial stretch, was she jolted out of her trance.
‘You look terribly red in the face,’ he said. Bianca spluttered
a bit, but had to admit that her legs were rapidly turning to
lead. Once she was out of the crowd, she started to notice
how dark and chilly it was, too. By now she had lost the leaders and others were overtaking her fast.
‘You started out too fast, didn’t you?’ asked Derk. He had
prepared very well and was hoping to achieve a good group
time. Bianca was still slowing down and now Derk was
cycling so slowly he could hardly stay upright.
‘Jesus, Bianca. Did you train for this at all?’
‘It really is fucking hard,’ she growled, without answering
his question. They were now out of sight of the start. There
was saliva around the corners of Bianca’s mouth, and she
was thrusting her legs forward in an uncoordinated fashion.
Her thoughts drifted to the evenings when she had boasted
in the pub: ‘Four kilometres, what is that? I really don’t
need to train for that.’ Her friends would laugh if they could
see her struggling now.

‘I can’t see anymore,’ she said and as she braked, one of
her legs knocked against the other. She fell clumsily onto
the asphalt and burst into tears.
‘Oh no,’ says Derk, sounding more irritated than concerned.
He hastily pulled Bianca up onto her feet and she got on
behind him, sobbing. There were hardly any supporters in
sight when they suddenly turned left.
‘I lived in Nijmegen for 12 years, so I know this area like the
back of my hand,’ he growled determinedly. Peddling fast,
Derk wound his way through deserted streets. When the
route came in sight again, Bianca got oﬀ. Just at that
moment the leading cyclists came past and she slipped into
their wake.
‘You are nearly there,’ said Derk. ‘Just grit your teeth now.’
With the changeover point in sight now, Bianca felt hugely
relieved. She dried oﬀ her face a little with her sleeve, gave
a forced grin and launched into a painful ﬁnal sprint.
‘Bianca, our hero,’ screamed her sorority friends. She grinned. A nice story for in the pub after all.

Resource follows events at Mortierstraat 14B

Unitas looking for new home
Youth Association Unitas will be leaving it current home on the Industrieweg
for good, it was decided at a members’ meeting after continuous problems
with the license. Since it moved to the Nude in 2011, the youth club has
rarely thrown open parties in its own clubhouse. Right from the start, local
residents objected on the grounds of inconvenience that could potentially be
caused by the youth club, even though its premises were on an industrial
estate. At the end of April the city council permanently withdrew the license,
so there is no future for the club at the former party centre. ‘Realistically, we
don’t see any chance of getting an appropriate license for this location,’ says
chairperson Saskia Bosman.
The board will now go in search of another location in Wageningen,
concentrating on smaller premises with an appropriate license. Until that
time, Unitas wants to stay at the Industrieweg. NM
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>> PARTIES
k

The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie. Check
www.wageningenup.nl for all parties.

KSV - 7SINS: FOAMTASTIC
Thursday 5 June from 22.30 to 02.00
KSV’s 7Sins parties are an institution by now,
and they are a bit different every time. This time
the theme is foamtastic – foam everywhere! The
bar upstairs will be full to brim of the stuff, so

put on your swimsuit and leave your valuables
at home.
If you would rather stay dry you can stay downstairs, where there is a Blacklight party with special Blacklight drinks.
BUNKER - MILLIONAIRE MADNESS:
POOL PARTY EDITION
Tuesday 10 June from 22.00 to 03.00
Did you miss the Ceres pool party during the
AID? Then don’t miss this one at the Bunker
on 10 June. There will be a big swimming pool
full of bubbles and led lights in the middle of
the room. Experience an evening as a
millionaire, put on all your bling and your
hippest swimsuit.
Gold and silver strike are on offer. The Bunker
will organize a special storage system for

everything you don’t want to get wet, but if you
want to be sure, leave it all at home except your
(literally) hard cash.
UNITAS: PARTY LIKE IT’S 1949
Thursday 19 June from 23.00 to 04.00
Want to go back in time? To 1949, to be precise? Then don’t miss this party. Boogie on down
to the best electroswing of all time and to the
big hits of today. Ask your grandparents for something to wear and let your hair down in Het
Gat café (which is now open again after some
minor renovations).

This feature is provided by the
WageningenUp team.

>> THE WORKS

‘THE WORLD DOESN’T
NEED TO BE ANY BIGGER THAN HONG KONG’
Who? Savanne Holster, MSc Biotechnology
What? Six months on an internship at the Chinese University of
Hong Kong
Where? Hong Kong
‘The Chinese University of Hong Kong is doing a project on dyslexia
together with Wageningen University. I did an internship with the
group that is studying the functionality of the gene which causes
dyslexia. I had been working on this project during my Bachelor’s, so
I was really pleased to get the chance to go to Hong Kong now.
I was relatively unprepared so culture shock hit me quite fast. The lab
was much smaller, which makes you realize suddenly how luxurious
everything is in Wageningen. And relations with my Chinese fellow
students and my supervisor were very difﬁcult at times. In you come as
an exuberant, spontaneous Dutch person, and that is not appreciated
there at all. As a student you are at the bottom of the ladder and are
expected to be timid and do as you are told. They kept very different
hours to what I was used to, as well. They arrived at about 10 in the
morning but worked on until 10 or 11 in the evening. Luckily I got the
hang of this after two months and then things went better.
Hong Kong is a really great city. It is extremely westernized, but you do

see the Chinese traditions there too. Honestly, the world doesn’t need
to be any bigger than Hong Kong. From my house you could be at the
beach in an hour, or in the mountains, where you can go hiking. And
an hour in the other direction takes you right into the city centre, where
of course there is lots to do. At ﬁrst you feel really energized by the
bustle and the crowds of people, but after a while it gets exhausting.
A friend of mine was talking recently about how hectic life is here in
the Netherlands. Well, I keep thinking how lovely and peaceful it is
here. RA
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announcements
Announcements by and for students
and staﬀ. Send in a maximum of 75
words to resource@wur.nl on the
Thursday before publication (and
for the International Edition
include an English version).
Subject: Announcements.

MEANWHILE IN... <<
King Juan Carlos abdicates
In the news: King Juan Carlos of Spain is abdicating after 40
years on the throne. In the 1970s he openly supported the
dictatorship of Franco, who named the then prince as his
successor. But after Franco’s death the new king led democratic
reforms. Now he is abdicating, he will be succeeded by his son
Felipe.
Commentary by Maria Jose Rodes, Erasmus student of Economics
and Finance, from Madrid.
‘A monarchy is an old-fashioned system that has no place on a
democratic society. The idea of people having these kinds of
privileges on the basis of their family is out of date. Not everyone
will think this way, but I do, and so do many of my friends.
Before this king came to the throne, we had a dictatorship. The
story goes that he changed the system, and if that is the case we
should be eternally grateful to him. But there are a lot of other
stories in circulation as well, and it is not at all clear whether he
supported those reforms.
In 1978, a referendum was held on the question of who should
be the head of state. The people who voted then are now all over
52. Juan Carlos’s abdication is an obvious opportunity to put
that question to the people once again. To me, the role of the
king is not clear. He has a symbolic role and gets state funding.
But an elected person could fulﬁll his tasks just as well. The love
for the royal family that you see here in the Netherlands, on
King’s Day and the like, is unknown in Spain.
I recently ﬁlled in a questionnaire by the online newspaper El
Diario. Of the 9000 respondents, 98 percent were in favour of a
referendum. Of course, El Diario is a ‘leftwing’ medium, but it is
still a lot. But I don’t think there will be a referendum, because
the government is conservative. Pity, because it is time for
change in Spain. Everything is going wrong because of the crisis:
there are cuts in education, health care and research; people are
being kicked out of their homes, and people with a higher
education are leaving the country en masse. These are the sorts
of problems that concern us. In the big cities, people take to the
streets to protest against the monarchy. My friends are among
them, and if I were in Spain I would be standing there too.’ NM

Prof. dr. B.H. (Bert) Bijsterbosch
On 3 May Professor Bert Bijsterbosch passed away at nearly 80
years of age. He worked at Wageningen University for nearly 32
years (from 1963 to 1995). Bert
studied physical chemistry at
Utrecht University and accepted
the oﬀer to come to Wageningen
while still working on his doctoral
research. At Wageningen he played
an important role in building up
the Laboratory for Physical and
Colloid Chemistry. In 1972 he became a reader and later professor
(‘a chance promotion’, in his own
view) of Physical and Colloid Chemistry. Not only did he make his
contribution as a researcher, supervisor and teacher, but he also
gave his utmost to help develop
our university as a whole, by taking on a number of diﬀerent executive tasks. In 1970 he was involved in the birth of the Molecular
Sciences degree programme (now
Molecular Life Sciences), from
1976 he did a long stint on the faculty council, and for many years
he chaired the Permanent Committee on Education. Meanwhile, he
taught on almost all the courses in
our department.
Bert’s way of working, in his research, his teaching and his executive work, was characterized by a
sense of responsibility, thoroughness and integrity. In more recent
years he struggled with the chronic
condition which eventually caused
his death. All his colleagues, PhD
students and friends treasure
warm memories of a conscientious
scientist and a modest and committed person.
On behalf of the Laboratory for
Physical Chemistry and Colloid
Science: Hans Lyklema, Gerard
Fleer, Martien Cohen Stuart

World Environment Day
Thursday 5th June is the World Environmental Day.
On this day Meditation on
Location, Green Oﬃce, FossilFree
and Critical Students Wageningen
raise awareness to take positive
action to protect nature on our
planet. Come to the Forum stage
during the lunch break (12.3013.15) and let us surprise you with
an unconventional way to
celebrate this day. In the evening
you can join a debate ‘Renovate or
Reconstruct Food Systems’ in
Orion (from 19.30).
MORE INFO: GREENOFFICEWAGENINGEN.NL

Movies for students
From June 5 to June 18 your
ﬁlmheart beats four times faster in
arthouse Movie W. Ida is a
masterful roadmovie in black-andwhite about a dark family secret in
Poland 1962. Sexy Money is a
musical portrait of Nigerian exprostitutes. Tall as the Boabab Tree
is about two girls who go to school
in a small village in Senegal.
Supernova is a surrealistic ﬁlm
about a daydreaming girl.
READ MORE ON WWW.MOVIE-W.NL

Young KLV Training Speed reading
In today’s information-based
society, it’s no wonder many
people feel overwhelmed by the
amount of info they have to
process every day. Imagine
improving your reading speed and
getting more out of your time
spent reading. Using the awardwinning method, you can be on the
fast track to improve your reading
speed, comprehension & recall.
These reading techniques are
guaranteed to work for you too.
Tuesday 10 June 19.00hrs in
Impulse.
INFO: WWW.KLV.NL

continues on page 30
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Chess simultaneous exhibition
On Tuesday June 10, a chess
simultaneous exhibition will be
held at Impulse (Futurum, building
115, Stippeneng 2) by one or two
strong chess players from Chess
Club Wageningen. It starts at 4 pm
and ends around 6 pm.
You can join this exhibition for free
and you can subscribe by email to
robinvanleerdam@live.nl to be
sure of a place. When still places
are available, people can join last
minute. The maximum number of
participants is 30.
With good weather, the exhibition
will be outside, around the big
chess game in front of the Futurum
building. Normally chess is an
individual sport, but at this big
chess board, people may discuss
the moves and try to beat the
chess master together.
When it rains, the exhibition will
be inside.
SUBSCRIBE AT ROBINVANLEERDAM@LIVE.NL

ate
e
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60 seconds to success
On 11th June, Green Oﬃce
Wageningen organises an event for
students with an idea for starting a
sustainable company/project. In a
pitch of only one minute, the
students can present their ideas to
a jury.
The jury will give advice on how to
the idea into success. The art of
making a pitch will be explained at
workshops on the 7th and 8th May
(Forum, 218).
TO PARTICIPATE, MAIL: GREENOFFICE@WUR.NL
(NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS LIMITED).

Flexi-potluck at the Market Square
Become a ﬂexitarian for lunch!
Discover the variety of vegetarian
and vegan ﬂavours at the FlexiPotluck at the Market Square and
reduce your climate impact! Bring
a vegetarian or vegan (enough for
2-3 people), share it with your
neighbour at the common table
and enjoy other home-made
dishes. Don’t forget to take a plate,
a glass and a fork with you!
15th June, 13.00-15.00, Market
square (in front of City Hall)
WWW.GREENOFFICEWAGENINGEN.NL /
WWW.STICHTINGRUW.NL

Exhibition: The Great War, in
Wageningen and beyond
In 1914 - 100 years ago - our country had to face the consequences
of a big war: World War I. These
major consequences were fully felt
in towns and cities all over the
country. In the new temporary exhibition ‘Achter ons roﬀelt de oorlogstrom’ the museum De Casteelse Poort focuses on the eﬀects of
mobilization and distribution
during the war years at the local
level . The exhibition also shows
the impact of World War 1 at our
neighboring country Belgium, exhibits a portrait gallery of the main
leaders of this war and explains
the relationship between WW I and
WW II. The impact of the war was
also felt in Wageningen. After the
invasion of German troops in Belgium the city had to deal with an
inﬂux of Belgian refugees, as was
the case all over the country. Because of war circumstances the Netherlands had to mobilize its army.
This raised little enthusiasm
among soldiers and reservists. A
soldier from Wageningen, Arie Pietersen, had to mobilize as well. Visitors of the exhibition are introduced to this reservist Pietersen
through the accompanying exhibition booklet (in Dutch).
Museum De Casteelse Poort, 24th
of May - 16th of November
FOR MORE INFO: WWW.CASTEELSEPOORT.NL.

Sportsnight
On the 19th of June SWU Thymos
will organize the annual Sportsnight! During this evening there
will be all kinds of crazy sports
inside, outside and in the
swimmingpool! So subscribe quick
with a group of friends, because
the subscriptions are ﬁlled up
quickly! Teams may consist out of
6-8 persons, subscription is free.
SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.SWUTHYMOS.NL

Wereldlezing over grondpolitiek
Veel van onze economische activiteiten hebben te maken met grondgebruik en de interventies van de
overheid zijn daarbij cruciaal en
riskant – zoals veel gemeentes inmiddels tot hun schade en schande
hebben ervaren. Welke lijnen
naar de toekomst tekenen zich af
uitgaande van de zeer tegengestel-

de belangen van gebruikers? Sprekers op deze wereldlezing, met debatmogelijkheid en diner, op 19
juni in Hotel De Wereld, zijn Peter
Overwater en Friso de Zeeuw.
Voorzitter is Diana Frikkee.

www.shoutwageningen.nl. Iedereen is van harte welkom op 7 juni
in de Wilde Wereld (Burgtstraat 1
te Wageningen).

INFO EN AANMELDEN: WWW.KLV.NL

Zaterdag 7 juni 23.00 uur

Let’s get Spanish Concert student
orchestra De Ontzetting
On Friday, June 20th come and join
student orchestra De Ontzetting on
our concert. With the theme ‘Let’s
get Spanish’, the concert will take
you into a Spanish atmosphere.
This theme is also heard in the
music with pieces like The
Valencian Widow and La Forza del
Destino. Also the soundtrack of the
movie How to train you Dragon will
be played. The concert will give a
nice preview to the upcoming tour
to Barcelona the orchestra will
make this summer. The concert
starts at 20.15 in Theatre De
Junushoﬀ in Wageningen. Tickets
cost €7,50 (students €5,-),
reservation via ontzetting@wur.nl
INFO: WWW.ONTZETTING.WUR.NL

agenda
Zaterdag 7 juni 16.15 - 22.00 uur

WAGENINGSE WIELERMUUR
De dertigste Wageningse Muur
start en ﬁnisht op de Hesseling van
Suchtelenweg en gaat via Gen.
Foulkesweg, Wilhelminaweg, Veerweg en Westbergweg. Er zijn tijdritten, dikkebandenraces en criteriums voor amateurs en, om half
acht, voor elite en beloften.
INFO: WWW.WAGENINGSEMUUR.NL

Zaterdag 7 juni 22.00 uur

HOMO TOP 50 BIJ SHOUT
Het is weer tijd voor het feest der
feesten van SHOUT, de enige echte
Homo top 50! Ben je grote fan van
Lady Gaga of hoor je toch liever
Euphoria van Loreen? Of misschien
een heel ander liedje? Je kunt je
stem uitbrengen via internet op

MEER INFO: WWW.SHOUTWAGENINGEN.NL

CONCERT TRAUMAHELIKOPTER
& THE BLACK CULT
Stichting Popcultuur Wageningen
en LoburgLive hebben de handen
ineen geslagen en halen traumahelikopter en The Black Cult naar Wageningen. Op 7 juni zullen beide
uit Groningen afkomstige bands
naar Wageningen afreizen om in
Loburglive te spelen
Zondag 15 juni 12.00-18.00 uur

LEEFFESTIVAL STUNT MET
GEVONDEN VOORWERPEN
Het LEEFfestival, een jaarlijks terugkerende straattheaterfestival
wordt steeds in juni gehouden in
de binnenstad van Wageningen.
Het thema van dit jaar is “gevonden voorwerpen”. Iedereen is
daarom welkom om van dit gratis
toegankelijke festival te genieten.
Er is muziek, zang, dans, theater,
beeldende kunst en alle mengvormen hiervan. Een extra bijzonderheid dit jaar is dat het op de dag
van het festival zowel vaderdag als
koopzondag is. Parkeren is gratis.
MEER INFORMATIE: WWW.LEEFFESTIVAL.NL.

(ADVERTENTIES)

Master of Arts in
Latin American Studies
Ź Multi-disciplinary study of
15 months including three
months fieldwork in
Latin America
Ź Apply before 1 July 2014
Centre for Latin American
Research and Documentation
Roetersstraat 33
1018 WB Amsterdam

www.cedla.uva.nl

Te huur diverse PhD
appartementen op Lombardi,
Hoevestein en Nobelweg
Kijk voor meer informatie op

www.idealis.nl

RESOURCE — 5 June 2014

(5(6SVHUYLFHLQGG



service << 31

Kamers per direct te huur
€ 280,00 tot € 350,00 p/m incl.
Kijk voor meer informatie op

www.idealis.nl

CONGRES
Help: ik studeer!
Begeleiden van
studenten met
men
psychische proble
Wanneer:
ber
Woensdag 8 okto
inschrijven:
Programma en wijs.nl/help
er
nd
www.medilexo

Subscription?
Would you like to continue reading Resource
after graduating, retiring or leaving your job at
Wageningen UR? For 58 euros you can have 22
issues per year delivered to your door.
See resource.wageningenur.nl/en/colophon.htm
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>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Supermarket or minimarket?
On my second day in the Netherlands, I really needed to ﬁnd a supermarket if I wanted to eat
something other than stale bread. I wandered through the town in quest of a supermarket.

After a few hours I asked a passerby where the nearest supermarket was. ‘Oh, right over there, two
minutes’ walk’. Right over there? I had already passed that place ten times, so I should have seen
it. I walked back but again I still couldn’t ﬁnd a supermarket. I asked again and again, every time
coming a bit closer but unable to see it. Finally someone said: ‘Just behind you’. I felt silly, but
what I saw did not look at all like my idea of a supermarket. I entered and was astonished; where
were all the sections? There was only food. Welcome to a Dutch supermarket!
‘The Cactus’ is the supermarket chain in Luxemburg, and it’s huge. There are several sections,
each one comparable to a normal shop and often bigger: the food section, the alcohol section, the
soap and cleaning section, the toy section, the clothes section, the electronic device section, the
music and video game section, the garden section, the house section, the stationery section and
so on. You can imagine that it is every child’s nightmare to get lost in the Cactus.
Well, it was hard at ﬁrst to go biking from shop to shop before closing time, but now I love it.
Smaller shops are more casual and I am sure my childhood nightmare will not come true. When I
go shopping in a Dutch supermarket, my friends are always in sight. Anna Luijten, MSc student of

You may not ﬁnd everything you
need in a Dutch supermarket, but
at least you can’t get lost in it

Forest and Nature Conservation from Luxembourg.

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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