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labour of love

>> ELIKE + GARDEN DESIGN
Elike Wijnheijmer, Integral Facility Management/ Park manager Wageningen Campus

‘I paint with ﬂowers’
You could call it painting. Or composing.
Composing a garden symphony. Preferably one that
is exuberant, colourful and romantic. That is what
really does it for park manager Elike Wijnheijmer.
Doing her thing with ﬂowers, with their endless
variety of colour, shapes, sizes and ﬂowering
seasons. ‘Coming to an agreement with the client on
RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
something we both like.’
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Perhaps not everyone has noticed, but Wageningen UR has been functioning for
months without a captain at the helm. Aalt Dijkhuizen left in February while Louise Fresco is only due to start in July. Resource knows how it feels: our editor-inchief left to take up another job at the end of last year and we don’t have a new
one yet.
So how is that? Utter chaos? While the cat’s away the mice will play? Fortunately
not. Staﬀ at a high-level academic institution know what they should be doing
without needing daily supervision. A temporary reallocation of tasks, someone
capable of acting head, and the ship sails on. So do we actually need them, those
guys at the top? Yes we do. Because you notice that there is little time in
between the day-to-day work for the reﬂection needed for long-term strategies.
Why was it, again, that we do things the way we do? A good leader is not there to
drive people on so much as to get them to stand still now and then and have a
rethink about what they are doing. And we all need to do that now and then.
Our new editor-in-chief, Edwin van Laar, is coming on Monday. Welcome. And
Louise Fresco was in Wageningen again this week for discussions about Wageningen UR’s new strategic plan. She is looking forward to starting, so I’ve heard.
Just six more weeks and we’ll be up to full strength.
Rob Goossens

>> ’The government is not doing enough against Boko Haram’ | p.29
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Wageningen professor of
Development Economics Erwin
Bulte is the best economist in the
Netherlands, suggest new rankings
in De Economist designed by
economists from Tilburg and
Amsterdam. The new rankings
compare the economists at Dutch
universities on the basis of their 15
best articles between 2008 and
2012. Until now the standard
rankings in the world of
economics was that of economic
policy platform, the ESB, which is
based on all articles published by
the economists. Bulte was in 14th
place on that list.

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

ð 1HZUDQNLQJVDVVHVVTXDOLW\
RISXEOLFDWLRQV
ð :DJHQLQJHQGHYHORSPHQW
HFRQRPLVWèQRWSUROLŊFé

(UZLQ%XOWH

CORRUPT
Bulte does a lot of research on the
link between economic development and the quality of local

governance in Africa. Using economic experiments in different
villages, he investigates how
corrupt local leaders are, for
example, and how much conﬁdence villagers have in their
leaders. He also works on research
methods for evaluating the effect
of development aid.
The Wageningen economist is not
one of those proliﬁc writers who
produce a stream of commentaries
and reviews as well as articles. But
he does publish largely in journals
with a high impact factor. For this
reason he was not surprised to be
placed in the top ten of these
rankings. ‘I have three good
publications every year. I was at
Tilburg for 10 years, and the
importance of quality publications
was made very clear to me there.’
He notes, however, that the
differences between the top 10 in

the rankings are small. ‘Next year I
might be in eighth place. That’s
ﬁne too.’
TOP ECONOMISTS
The creators of the new rankings
claim that their assessment
method is a better reﬂection of
international standards for good
economists. In order to prove
their point, they submitted six top
American economics who have
won the prestigious John Bates
Clarke Medal in recent years to
the criteria of both the standard
ESB list and the new ‘qualitative’
list. In the ESB list, the top
American economist ranks 21st,
while half the six top Americans do
not even make the rankings.
In the new rankings they are all in
the top eight. So Bulte is in good
company. AS

$5*2%2$71$0('$)7(5'(&($6('&200,77((0(0%(56
,WZDVDQHPRWLRQDO
ERDWFKULVWHQLQJ
FHUHPRQ\RQ0D\
DW$UJR7KHVWXGHQW
URZLQJFOXEéVQHZHVW
ERDWKDVEHHQJLYHQ
WKHQDPH0HODQLRQ
YDQ.ROFKLV7KHLQLWLDOVUHIHUWRWZRRI
WKHFOXEéVIRUPHU
FRPPLWWHHPHPEHUV
ZKRGLHGUHFHQWO\
0HHXZHV.RRSVDQG
0DFKWHOG.ORN
0DFKWHOGDQG0HHXZHVZHUHERWK
PHPEHUVRIWKH
/DPSHUWFRPPLWWHH
LQ
0DFKWHOGSDVVHG
DZD\LQ
0HHXZHVLQ
ERWKGXHWRWUDŌF
DFFLGHQWVè7KHERDW
KDVEHHQQDPHGLQWKHLUPHPRU\éVD\VWKHFRPSHWLWLRQRŌFHU(OLQHYDQGHQ
%HUJè7KLVERDWZLOOODVWDJRRG\HDUVVRWKH\ZLOOUHPDLQSDUWRIRXUFOXEé
7KH/DPSHUWFRPPLWWHHUHYHDOHGWKHERDWéVQDPH0DFKWHOGDQG0HHXZHVé
IDPLOLHVKDGDOVREHHQLQYLWHGWRDWWHQGDORQJZLWKWKHLUIRUPHUWHDPPDWHV
7KHURZLQJFOXEKDVDWUDGLWLRQRIQDPLQJLWVERDWVDIWHUFKDUDFWHUVLQWKH

VDJDRI-DVRQDQGWKH$UJRQDXWVVXFKDV0HODQLRQRI&ROFKLV$IWHUDQH[WUDFW
ZDVUHDGIURPWKHVDJDDQGWKHQDPHUHYHDOHGWKHIRXUZRPHQZKRURZLQ
WKDWERDWORZHUHGLWLQWRWKHZDWHUIRUWKHŊUVWWLPH7KHFR[HGOLJKWZHLJKW
IRXUKDGDQH[FHOOHQWŊUVWRXWLQJ 10SKRWR6YHQ0HQVFKHO
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QDWLRQDODYHUDJH
ð (QUROPHQWVPD\ULVHIXUWKHU

On the deadline of 1 May, more
prospective students had enrolled
at Wageningen University than last
year on 1 September, show the university’s statistics. Wageningen degree programmes stand to grow by

10 percent. Until last year, prospective students could enrol up to
the last minute, when the academic year was about to start. Now
students enrolling after 1 May can
be turned down if the department
of their choice does not think
them suited to the programme.
The department bases its decision
on the ‘degree subject check’,
which consists of a questionnaire
and compulsory attendance at an

open day of some kind.
Wageningen’s most popular
degree programmes are Business
and Consumer Sciences and
Biology. These programmes
topped the list last year too. The
biggest increases have been seen
in Tourism and Plant Sciences.
The growth percentages may increase further, as even students
who register after 1 May stand a
good chance of being admitted.

For years Wageningen’s dropout
rate has been low compared with
other universities. So it seems the
decision to study at Wageningen is
often well thought through.
But Wageningen is not the only
university to have more enrolments now than in September last
year. Dutch universities have seen
an average of 5 percent more enrolments. The technical universities
are doing especially well. +23/YG1

LQEULHI
>> RESOURCE

1HZHGLWRULQFKLHI
As of 19 May, Resource will have a new
editor-in-chief in the person of Edwin
van Laar (42). Van Laar has held various
editorial positions with several radio
stations and their websites, including
NPS, the World Service and Veronica
News. In recent years Van Laar has worked as a freelance communication professional, producing internet video material, among other things. Marc Lamers,
director of Communication at Wageningen UR, explains the appointment: ‘At a
time when information and opinion-making are circulating faster and faster, it is
important to be both fast and thorough.
In this context Resource should continue
to be an important source of information.’ With his expertise in the new media,

Van Laar is the right candidate to pursue
Resource’s ambitions for the future. RG

>>IMARES

6KLSSLQJVFKRRO
The three branches of Imares in Den Helder and on the island of Texel may come
together in the former maritime college
in Den Helder. The directors of ASG are
holding talks about this with the Housing
Association, which owns the building.
Plans for a new building on the Harssens
peninsula near the jetty for the boat to
Texel are therefore on the back burner
for now, conﬁrms ASG head of operations
Menno van Manen. Imares has been working towards a new building on Harssens
for years, but it does not seem to be fea5.
sible in the short term.

>>PRIZE

,QVHFWFRRNERRN
The Insect Cookbook has been
chosen as ‘best cookbook’ in the
Green Book Festival. This prize
will be awarded on 17 May in San
Francisco. The book is a translation of the Dutch insect cookbook
published last year by Wageningen entomologists Arnold van
Huis and Marcel Dicke together
with cook Henk van Gurp. Their
aim is to promote the consumption of insects, or entomophagy. As
well as recipes, the book contains
interviews with Koﬁ Annan, Herman Wijﬀels and top chef René
Redzepi. The entomologists are also organizing an international conference on entomophagy from 14 to
RR
17 May.

.((6VAN9(/8:ǉǉ
%ULGJH
Last week two men came to Wageningen who have both at
some point been declared the most innovative people of
the year by Times Magazine.
The ﬁrst was Monkombu Swaminathan (88), the father of
the Green Revolution in India. He presented his research of
the past 65 years to an audience of 200. ‘The Green
revolution has been turned into the Evergreen Revolution,’
he said. I am afraid I saw little difference. After his
presentation I asked him: ‘Is Vandana Shiva’s story true,
that hundreds of thousands of farmers have committed
suicide because they cannot escape the vicious circle of
disappointing harvests and rising debts, precisely in those
Evergreen Revolution regions?’ He said, ‘Yes, it’s true. That
is why my wife has started a campaign to support the
widows.’ I don’t see anything ‘evergreen’ about that.
The other Time Magazine man was farmer Joël Salatin from
the US. To an audience of 500 people in Orion, he told a
story about pasturing chickens after cows, about pasturebased livestock farming based on synergy, the way it often
works naturally in the wild. The farmers’ group asked:
‘What should we do as students?’ Joël’s answer was: ‘Start a
revolution, because the scientists of today are not helping
to take sustainability forward.’
The overlap in the audience at the two lectures consisted of
20 people at the most. A real pity, if you ask me. For real
sustainability we need more overlap.
More meetings of minds. Farmer Jan Huijgen of the
Eemlandhoeve farm has a good plan for that: ‘Besides
creating mental and moral and space, we need to create
‘liturgical’ space. Silence, listening, openness towards each
other. A space in which to ﬁnd together a new ethics for
science with new norms and new kinds of farming.’
The new ethics is already there for other parts of society,
but agricultural science is lagging behind. Who will invite
Farmer Jan for a liturgical session? .HHVYDQ9HOXZ
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The introduction course for the
Honours Programme managed to
make about two-thirds of the
participants enthusiastic enough
to go for the ‘real thing’. 34 of the
49 talented ﬁrst-years who did the
course have applied for the ﬁrst
Wageningen Honours Programme,
which will start at the end of
August.
The students started in March
on the orientation module that
could be seen as a taster for the

actual Honours Programme. It
dealt with all aspects of the
programme at breakneck speed.
The aim was for students to form
their own opinion on a dilemma of
their choosing based on the
literature, ﬁlm clips, training
courses and master classes.
Programme coordinator Ingrid
Hijman: ‘The response to the
course was very positive. Working
towards personal objectives rather
than a ﬁnal exam took a bit of
getting used to, though. They were
also unaccustomed to having so
much freedom and having to take
personal responsibility.’
),1$/6(/(&7,21
Seven students dropped out of the
course quite early on, says

Hijmans. ‘They were unable to
combine the work with their other
commitments after all.’ Now 34 of
the 42 students who completed the
introduction have applied for the
programme. ‘The ones who didn’t
mostly said they found the course
fascinating but they would still
prefer to spend their time on
something else, such as
competitive rowing, courses on
their own subject or social
activities.’
The programme committee will
spend the next while going
through the applications and
making a ﬁnal selection. The idea
is that 25 students will be admitted
to the programme. The aim is for
this to grow to 50 students over the
/YG1
next four years.

7+528*+:,1'$1':($7+(5

,IWKH\GLGQéWZLQLWZDVQéWKLVIDXOW&RHQ6PLHUVRIWKH:DJHQLQJHQ8QLYHUVLW\WHDPZDVVHFRQGIDVWHVWLQWKHODVW
ODSRIWKH%DWDYLHUHQUDFH+HGLGMXVWPLQXWHVRYHUWKHODVWNLORPHWUHVDQGZLWKKLVDYHUDJHRINLORPHWUHV
SHUKRXUKHZDVWKHIDVWHVWUXQQHURQKLVWHDP1HYHUWKHOHVVRQWKLVUDLQ\HGLWLRQRIWKHHYHQW:DJHQLQJHQRQO\
FDPHVHYHQWKRIWKHHOHYHQSDUWLFLSDWLQJXQLYHUVLWLHV$ORWORZHUWKDWODVW\HDUéVWKLUGSODFHDQGWKHSUHYLRXV\HDUéV
YLFWRU\%XWWKLVHGLWLRQRIWKH%DWDYHULHQUDFHGLGVHWDUHFRUGZLWKSDUWLFLSDQWV 553KRWR%DWDYLHUHQUDFH

ǃǆ0,//,21
(8526)520
EUROPE
ð :DJHQLQJHQJHWVPRVW
(XURSHDQUHVHDUFKIXQGLQJ
ð SHUFHQWRIWXUQRYHUQRZ
FRPHVIURP(XURSH

Once again last year, Wageningen
UR received more research
funding from the European Union
than in previous years. With 46.7
million euros in EU assignments,
Wageningen UR is the Dutch
institution which attracts the most
EU funding.
Universities and DLO received
about 36 million euros in research
funding last year from the EU’s
Seventh Framework Programme
for Research (FP7), as well as
another 10.8 million from other
funds. In 2012, Wageningen
obtained 44.1 million and in 2011,
38.4 million, says spokesperson
Simon Vink. He cannot provide
further details on the ﬁgures.
Ǉƿ%,//,21
At the end of last year, Wageningen
UR had 442 EU research projects
on the go. One year previously
there were 380 EU projects. These
assignments constitute 13 percent
of Wageningen UR’s turnover. Last
year Peter Jongebloed of
Wageningen International
reported that in 2012 the university
and DLO had attracted 35 million
in EU funding between then, but
this only covered research funding
from FP2. That programme has
now been replaced by Horizon
2020, the EU programme for
science and innovation which has
a total of 80 billion euros to spend
over the next seven years.
With its 442 research projects,
Wageningen UR gained far and
away the most EU projects last year
of any Dutch research body. It is
followed by research organization
TNO with 280 projects, the
Technical University of Delft (254
projects) and Utrecht University
(190). AS
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3ULPDWRORJLVWDQGQDWXUHDFWLYLVW-DQH*RRGDOOVSRNHWRDVROGRXWDXGLWRULXP
LQ2ULRQRQ0D\6KHWDONHGDERXWFKLPSDQ]HHVWKUHDWVWRWKHHDUWKDQG
KRSHIRUWKHIXWXUH6KHSDLQWHGDQDODUPLQJSLFWXUHRIWKHVWDWHRIWKHHDUWK
&OLPDWHFKDQJHODUJHVFDOHKXQWLQJRIFKLPSDQ]HHVIRUEXVKPHDWPLQLQJ
DQGRLOFRPSDQLHVEXLOGLQJURDGVWKURXJKWKHUDLQIRUHVWDQGWKHHQGRI
DQWLELRWLFV*RRGDOOWKLQNVKXPDQEHLQJVDUHSDUDGR[LFDO2QWKHRQHKDQG
WKHKXPDQLVWKHPRVWLQWHOOLJHQWVSHFLHVRIDQLPDODQGRQWKHRWKHUKDQGZH
DUHGHVWUR\LQJRXURZQKDELWDW7KHDXGLHQFHZDVPDLQO\LQWHUHVWHGLQ
*RRGDOODVDSHUVRQè<RXUHDOO\JRWDSHUVRQDOVWRU\QRWDOHFWXUHéVD\V1LQD
9HUJRRVVHQŊIWK\HDU$QLPDO6FLHQFHVè,ZDVHQWKUDOOHGIURPVWDUWWRŊQLVK
/RQJDIWHUWKHWDONWKHUHZDVDQLPSUHVVLYHOLQHRISHRSOHTXHXLQJXSIRUD
VLJQDWXUH 55IRWR*X\$FNHUPDQV
Read the interview with Jane Goodall on page 18 too.

SIFTING
FACT FROM
FICTION

:KR"Ellen Kampman
and Merel van Veen,
personal professor
and PhD student of
Nutrition and Cancer
:KDW"On 6 May they
launched the website
voedingenkankerinfo.
nl, in collaboration
with the Integral
Cancer Centre Netherlands and the national work group for
Dieticians in Oncology
:K\"It is hard for the
public to ﬁnd reliable
information about
diet and cancer

Where did your idea for this website come from?
(.: I get a lot of emails from patients and their
relatives. They could keep me busy for days.
What is more, there is a lot of nonsense about
diet and cancer in circulation, often sold by
people with something to gain commercially.
We sift fact from ﬁction and provide only information based on scientiﬁc evidence.’

From the end of next week, artworks by the celebrated Dutch artist Herman de Vries will be on display in ISRIC’s new soil museum
on campus. De Vries is the ﬁrst artist to have an exhibition in the
museum. This venerable artist
(born in 1931) was chosen for a
good reason, as he has Wageningen roots. In the 1950s, De Vries
worked for the Plant Protection
Service and later for Itbon (institute for biological research into nature). In 1968 he became a fulltime artist and settled in Eschenau
in southern Germany. De Vries is
an exponent of the ZERO movement based in Dusseldorf. He was
a founding member of the Nul
group along with Armando. Since
1979, he has regularly used soil

+HUPDQGH9ULHV

materials in his work. The ISRIC
exhibition will include his ‘earth
rubbings’ — paintings with soil.
De Vries is considered to be one of
the most important living Dutch
artists. The exhibition will be opened at 16.00 on Friday 23 May. Afterwards, it will be on view on Wednesday afternoons and by appointment. 5.

),*85(ITOUT

How much interest is there so far?
MVV: ‘In the six days since Tuesday we have had
about 6500 visitors. They stay on the site for an
average of ﬁve minutes, which is quite a long
time. We have already had 40 new questions as
well. And they really vary a lot.’
(.: ‘They range from ‘I have such and such a type
of tumour; what should I eat?’ (consult a dietician) to ‘Should I take supplements to prevent
cancer and does cranberry juice help prevent cancer of the bladder?’ (in very few cases, and no).’
Was there much media interest?
(.: That was a bit disappointing. De Persdienst,
a press ofﬁce which represents several regional
newspapers, came along. Metro is calling in a
minute and I will probably be on BNR news radio
in three weeks. But the level of public interest
in nutrition and cancer is still amazing.
Recently I was at the Sunday Academy in a full
Wageningen library. People even had to be
turned away.’ RR

Cracks in Glasshouse horticulture / Serious competition is putting pressure on Dutch
horticultural companies. The survivors are getting bigger / Graph from top to bottom:
total surface (ha), number of companies, average surface (ha) per company
Source: LEI/CBS
Illustration Studio Lakmoes

15 May 2014 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



>> science

è35,'(67,08/$7(66867$,1$%/(&+2,&(6é
ð (PRWLRQVLQŋXHQFHRXU
VKRSSLQJEHKDYLRXU
ð $QWLFLSDWHGHPRWLRQVDUHPRUH
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HPRWLRQV

Playing on feelings of pride or guilt
motivates people to adopt sustainable behaviour, shows Marleen
Onwezen in the thesis she defended on Friday 2 May.
How do pride and guilt feelings
inﬂuence our behaviour?
‘We know that many people have a positive attitude to the environment. Nevertheless, they do not
always make environmentally
friendly choices when they have to
decide between a standard and an
ecofriendly product. Convenience
and price play a role too. So there
is a gap between our norms and

6FLHQFH&DIH

our intentions. We
have now shown
that emotions, especially pride but guilt
feelings as well, help us
to convert our norms into intentions. When you
throw a piece of paper onto the street, for instance,
you evaluate the action according to
your environmental norms.
This can make
you feel guilty
and inﬂuence
your future
decisions.’
In your
experiments,
behaviour even
seems to change when
people only expect to feel
guilty or pride later.

‘Anticipated emotions have even more
inﬂuence on intentions than experienced
emotions. We think this
is because people overestimate their emotions.
They expect to be prouder
when they do something
good than they are in
practice. Beforehand people focus strongly on
possible
events, but
they forget
how distracted you often
are as you make
day-to-day
decisions.’
How can you apply all
this knowledge in practice?
‘That is not exactly what we did

research on, but let us speculate.
Instead of interventions aiming to
transmit knowledge, we could
focus on emotions. For example,
by placing a reminder near the
shelf which makes people ask
themselves: does this meet my
standards? Of you could give
people a sense of pride by
introducing an element of
competition. Showing people from
particular streets how they are
doing in environmental terms
compared with people from other
streets, cities or countries.’
Of course you will never convince
someone who doesn’t care about
sustainability.
‘No, you could certainly see it as
going for easy targets. It is a way of
actually spurring on people who
are already positive about the
environment.’ RR

75($70(17686,1*,17(67,1$/%$&7(5,$

ð (YHULQFUHDVLQJFODULW\DERXW
KRZEDFWHULDLQŋXHQFHRXU
KHDOWK
ð )DHFDOWUDQVSODQWRQ
SUHVFULSWLRQ"

Our intestinal bacteria play a
major role in determining our
health. In a couple of years’ time,
fat people may well be losing
weight with a prescribed diet and a
faecal transplant. Microbiologist
Willem de Vos and the Amsterdam-based gastroenterologist
Cyriel Ponsioen will be explaining
more at the next Science Cafe.
Everyone has a unique
composition of innumerable
quantities of intestinal bacteria.
This composition is inﬂuenced by
what we eat and in turn it
inﬂuences our health. Together
with Finnish colleagues, the
Wageningen professor Willem de
Vos has just published a study of

14 obese men who followed three
different diets. The researchers
studied the composition of the
intestinal bacteria and concluded
that the diet had a considerable
effect on the variety of bacteria
species present. Last month in the
ISME Journal, the researchers
presented the conclusion that you
can easily test obese people and
identify - on the basis of their gut
bacteria - whether a particular diet
will help them lose weight.
$87,60
In recent years more and more
functions and interactions have
been attributed to our microbiome, another name for the
microorganisms that inhabit our
gut. Obesity, chronic intestinal
infections and even autism are
being associated with it. This is
giving rise to diagnoses and treatments that use ‘good’ intestinal
bacteria to improve health.
Some microorganisms, for

0LFUR
ELRORJLVW
:LOOHP
GH9RV
ZLOOVSHDN
DWWKH
6FLHQFH
&DIH

example, help us digest our food,
others cause inﬂammation. A wide
variety of microorganisms is
usually good news. If you place the
intestinal bacteria of a slim person
in an obese patient, weight loss is
very likely to ensue. And De Vos
and Ponsioen will no doubt be
talking about their joint research
at the Academic Medical

Center(AMC) in Amsterdam, in
which patients with severe
diarrhoea received a faecal
transplant, and this led to their
quick recovery. $6
Microbiome: health care by your
inner bugs. Science Cafe, Wednesday
21 May, 19.45, in Café Loburg,
Wageningen.

RESOURCE — 15 May 2014

(5(6SLQGG



science << 9

,0$5(66((.6726,08/$7(
2,/',6$67(5$71257+32/(
ð 5HVHDUFKRQWKHULVNVRIRLOGULOOLQJ
LQWKH1RUWK3ROHUHJLRQ
ð 6WDQGDUGXVHRIGLVSHUVDQWKDUPV
VHDEHG

Earlier this month, Greenpeace tried to
prevent the unloading in Rotterdam of oil
from the Russian Pechora Sea. The
Oeljanov was not the ﬁrst oil tanker to
deliver oil from the North Pole region to
Rotterdam harbour. Oil has been
extracted in the frozen north and
delivered to Europe’s largest port since
2008. But the Oeljanov was bringing the
ﬁrst cargos of oil from the Russian oil rig
Prirazlomnaya, where a Greenpeace
campaign made the news last year with
action that led to the arrest of a number of
activists.
Meanwhile Wageningen is doing a lot
of research on the environmental risks of
oil-drilling around the North Pole,
explains Bas Bolman, who leads the Arctic
Programme within TripleP@Sea.
One of the studies is on new methods
of cleaning up oil pollution under arctic
conditions. The standard method of
dealing with an oil spill is to dissolve the
oil using a dispersing agent. Research by
professor Tinka Murk in the Gulf of

Mexico showed, however, that the
dispersant leaves a thick layer of sludge on
the seabed. As a consequence, hardly any
ﬁsh larvae grow at the spot.
0(62&260
Wageningen URr is currently studying an
alternative cleaning technique with which
oil in water is fast absorbed by ecotech
foam. This foam is said to be able to
absorb oil pollution in cold water and on
ice. ‘We want to simulate an oil disaster on
a small scale under cold conditions, so
that we can test the effectiveness of the
materials under arctic conditions in
mesocosms. These are simulated
ecosystems under controlled conditions.
Only they are very expensive,’ says Bolman.
He is therefore looking for ﬁnanciers for
this research.
There have not yet been any large-scale
oil disasters in the North Pole region. But
the chances of an oil spill in the course of
extraction and transportation of the oil are
larger in the polar region than on the
North Sea, says Bolman. Mist, snow,
extreme cold, storms and long hours of
darkness complicate the oil extraction
process. What is more, clearing up oil
pollution is more difﬁcult because the oil
is sticker. And to add to the complications,
there is the polar ice. $6

9,6,21ǉǉ
è&RQVXPHUVVKRXOGNQRZDERXWWKHPHWKRGRIVODXJKWHUé
7KH(XURSHDQ8QLRQKDVSURSRVHGPDNLQJLWFRPSXOVRU\WR
VSHFLI\WKHPHWKRGRIVODXJKWHURQWKHSDFNDJLQJRIPHDW
SURGXFWVthe GuardianUHSRUWV-HZLVKDQG,VODPLFRUJDQL
]DWLRQVDUHLQIDYRXURIWKHPHDVXUHZKLFKZRXOGPDNHLW
HDV\WRLGHQWLI\KDODOPHDW%ULWLVKYHWHULQDU\GRFWRUVDUH
LQIDYRXUWRREHFDXVHLQWHUPVRIZHOIDUH\RXZRXOGNQRZ
ZKHQDQLPDOVKDGEHHQVODXJKWHUHGZLWKRXWVWXQQLQJWKHP
ŊUVW7KH%ULWLVKJRYHUQPHQWDQGVXSHUPDUNHWVDUHDJDLQVW
‘The consumer has the right to information, so that includes information about the slaughter method,’ says
Hans van Trijp, professor of Marketing and Consumer
Behaviour. ‘From a religious point of view, you need to be
able to distinguish between halal and impure meat. And
from an animal welfare point of view, some consumers
want to know whether the animal was stunned before slaughter. Our research shows that 39 percent of consumers see sufﬁcient space for the animal as crucial to animal welfare, while 15 percent see the method of slaughter
as crucial. Those people have the right to information.’
Should it be prominent on the packaging?
‘I would not be in favour of that. This is a small proportion of all consumers. I would not make too big an issue of
the method of slaughter, because there will be no end to
it. Perhaps you should state on the packaging how much
space the animal had, and how many toys to play with.
No, you can just put it with all the other small print, on
the back of the packaging for instance.’
Surely we already know where we can buy halal meat?
‘That’s true. There are halal butchers, so in that case the
sales outlet is what tells you that you are buying halal
meat. And you have speciﬁc meat brands which serve
this group. I think that the packaging rule mainly serves
a purpose for supermarkets and the food service industry.
Can’t you leave this to the market?
‘If you think the consumer has a right to this information, you should legislate for a basic level of information.
That does not detract from the fact that there are market
developments which meet the demand for information.
On many products you can already scan the barcode. You
could include the method of slaughter there too.’ $6

3 52326,7,21
‘Propositions that accompany a PhD thesis
have become like the tailbone in humans,
merely a reminder of what once was
essential’
7KH3ULUD]ORPQD\DSODWIRUP

Erika Speelman, who received his PhD on 14 May in Wageningen
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The Netherlands is a land of streams. Many
tens of them wind across the sandy ground
of the south and east of the country. Many
of these streams were straightened in the
ﬁrst half of the twentieth century because
water needed to run off farmland as fast as
possible. But much of ecological value disappeared with the bend of the streams.
So in recent decades many streams have
been partially restored to their original states.
An expensive job. And not certain of success,
as our understanding of the morphological
processes in lowland streams is still limited.
Joris Eekhout’s PhD research on the dynamics of meanders should change that.
The meandering of streams is a complex
process, it appears from a nice ﬁeld test done by Eekhout. The Aa and Maas waterways
board and Wageningen University straightened out 600 metres of the Hooge Raam
stream in Brabant and then let nature take
its course for three years. Within eight
months there was a regularly alternating
bank pattern. But that disappeared just as
fast when the bed slope decreased so that
the water ﬂowed more slowly. It takes more

than that to get permanent meanders. Local
disturbances such as spring water, for instance, which soften the bank and make it
vulnerable to erosion. Eekhout draws this
conclusion from a study of the GeldersNiers canal in Limburg, where a spring
caused meandering.
675($05(6725$7,21
So there is a lot more to stream restoration
than just studying the historical course of
the stream on an old map. That became
clear during the restoration of part of the
Lunterse stream on the Veluwe. Within
three months, the stream had straightened
out a carefully laid meander. In retrospect
that could be explained by interventions
(damming and the deposition of sediment)
elsewhere along the stream. ‘For a stable
stream you need to make a good local analysis,’ says Eekhout. ‘You need to ﬁnd out
where the weak spots are in the vicinity.’ A
section of meandering stream cannot be understood in isolation from its surroundings.
In fact, Eekhout thinks, you should only
restore a stream if you have access to its full
course. ‘But I can understand that waterways boards often can’t manage that. I do
wonder, though, whether restoring one kilometer of stream has much effect on the ecology of the whole stream. You can only restore
a stream successfully if you tackle the runoff
dynamics at the catchment scale.’ 5.

PHOTO: JORIS EEKHOUT
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The Netherlands has a confusing
patchwork of nature areas. It
would be much clear if it was divided into national, provincial and
municipal nature monuments in
much the same way as historic
buildings are categorized, write
Pieter van Vollenhoven, Professor
Joop Schaminée and ex-professor
Andre van de Zande in Monuments:
a source of inspiration for nature?
The report was written at the behest of state secretary Sharon
Dijksma. Schaminée explains.

The division you propose is based
on administrative boundaries:
municipality, province, central
government. Nature does not
observe these boundaries. Won’t
you just create a new patchwork?
‘It’s about the layers of national,
provincial and local, the importance given to it at each level and
the related responsibilities. It
would make quite clear to people
who is responsible and answerable. That clarity and transparency
are important for increasing
public support for nature.’
Existing areas would be declared
national nature monuments or
provincial nature monuments. But
what is a municipal nature
monument?

‘There aren’t any yet. That may
prove the biggest challenge, to
bring nature closer to people
locally. It is about bits of nature
that you join forces to look after.
Schools and companies which
jointly have their own area of a
village, for example. That is great,
isn’t it – working together on a bit
of nature that is nearby and being
proud of it? Stimulating people to
get involved in nature: that is what
it is all about.’
A striking part of your plan: letting
private individuals borrow money
at friendly rates for developing
and conserving nature. How do
you pay off those loans?
‘A lot more money could be
earned from nature than happens

now. Ecosystem services such as
recreation, clean water and water
storage are worth money. New
possibilities are also created by
making people co-owners of
nature. Involving them ﬁnancially,
for example, through shares.
Remember: the Naardermeer was
bought that way.’
This is a ﬁrst salvo. What’s the
next step?
‘This is a discussion paper. We
want to start up the discussion.
There are also three pilots for
national nature monuments in
progress: the Biesbosch, the
Maasduinen and part of the
Veluwe.’ 5.
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Resource columnist Romy Appelman recently wrote a
cutting column about the new e-wallet that is due to
replace the chipknip. Every now and then, a discussion
ﬂares up underneath the article.
‘Wow, what a bitter piece,’ writes =RHWH/LHYH*HUULWMH.
He approves of Romy critically examining the
procedures and the university, but in his opinion
Wageningen UR has more than compensated for the
increased transaction charges. 6LPRQHæ6WXGHQWHQ
UDDG is even sharper in her comments. She thinks it is
a cheap jibe to complain you don’t always get your
money back if you lose your WUR card. If you lose
your chipknip, you’ve lost the money on it for good.
‘So it’s an improvement [...] that you can now get
anything back at all.’ She admits that the Student
Council was not involved in the tender, but she says
the council did have input on the implementation and
communication. So it is ridiculous to say the Student
Council was sidelined. Fortunately there was also
room for some old-fashioned oﬃce grumpiness. ‘Why
do you now have to pay 50 cents for the rubbish from
the vending machine that goes under the name of
coﬀee?’ asks +DUROG. He has a good suggestion: let’s
introduce a scheme where you get a discount for
using your own mug. Harold, the Student Council
is reading this.

CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS

CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS
Taiwan on the map
An error crept into the overview of Wage
-ningen projects in China on pages 16
and 17 of the previous issue. Although
it is suggested that the map on this
page only shows China, in fact Taiwan is
shown too. The editors regret any
misunderstandings that may have caused.

,//8675$7,21(67+(5%528:(5

&KLQHVHVWXGHQWVLQIRRG0DVWHUéVSURJUDPPHV
In Resource 17, on pages 12-13, an error got
into the article about the numbers of
Chinese students. The calculation of the
SHUFHQWDJHVRIŊUVW\HDUVWXGHQWVIURP
China in the various Master’s
programmes failed to include the Dutch
students who had completed their
Bachelor’s. The numbers should be smaller
but the general picture remains the same. In

fact, the new top three Master’s programmes with the
PRVW&KLQHVHŊUVW\HDUV DVDW2FWREHU DOO
concern Food:
1. Food Safetyt
41% (20 of the 49)
2. Food Qualityt
29% (10 of the 34)
3. Food Technology 23% (40 of the 172)
And the upward trend is continuing, according to Ralf
Hartemink, Food programmes director. ‘138 students
have already been admitted for the coming academic
year. Usually about 60 percent end up actually
studying here.’ One third of all non-EU students do
Food degrees. Hartemink says there are 54
nationalities in total, so it is not just Chinese people
doing Food studies. A working group (The
International Classroom) is investigating the possible
implications of this internationalization. Hartemink
has talked to the group. There are no problems as yet.
‘But if we start getting close to 50 percent Chinese, it
will become a problem. They could perhaps scale
down the marketing in China,’ says Hartemink,
cautiously expressing his concern. There is a danger
of students clustering in groups. ‘But that has nothing
to do with the Chinese. The Dutch may have an even
worse reputation in that regard. If you have a group
with several Dutch people, everything is in Dutch. So
we try to have mixed groups wherever possible
for group work. There are no real worries as
long as the group is mixed. But if not, you get
problems whatever the nationality.’
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For the ﬁrst time in years, three parties are taking
part in the student council elections. So you would
think Wageningen’s students have some choice. But do
they really? Resource put ﬁve propositions to the top
candidate of each of the parties.
text: Linda van der Nat / photo: Guy Ackermans

The university is already doing more than enough
regarding sustainability.
Cathy Wageningen University is all about sustainability.
It’s in the mission statement. As far as I’m concerned, it’s vital
that the student council includes a party that focuses on this
issue. Last year a few Independent Members have been keen
advocates but their voice was not strong enough.
Jordi Do you think the other parties don’t consider
sustainability to be important?
Cathy I think that the other parties consider sustainability
one important topic among many, but it has no priority. A
‘green party’ would advise the Executive Board more actively
to change its sustainability policy. The university is making a
difference by setting up a sustainability panel and achieving
100 percent sustainable purchasing in 2011. I think there are
even more campaigns they can support on the policy level.
The Fossil Free Campaign is a really great initiative. But they
get only vague answers from the university, not fundamental
support.
Soline The way I see it, the problem is predominantly that
students don’t know exactly what the university is doing about
sustainability. As it happens, the university is really doing a
great deal, because it’s part of its mission. Waste is separated,
there are lots of courses on sustainable developments. Some
30 percent of Wageningen’s energy supply comes from a wind
farm in Flevoland. The university could do a better job of
publicizing that.
Jordi The danger is that at some point instead of a lot of
hard work actually being done to achieve sustainability, it
becomes a symbolic gesture. Where sustainability is involved,
the university is a global pioneer, but I’d like to see them
being more cautious about promoting sustainability, because
you also have to deliver.

In recent years VeSte has been much too
accommodating towards the Executive Board.

SOLINE DE JONG – VESTE
For the involved student

Soline If you compare VeSte with student councils in other
cities, VeSte has good relations with the Executive Board. They
really listen to us and accept our advice. Apparently that’s
pretty unusual.
Jordi I think that VeSte has done its job well. They haven’t

Soline is studying Communication Science. In recent
years she has been actively involved in IxESN, the
student association for international students. First
on the Wageningen board and later also on the
national. She is a member of KSV Franciscus.
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been too nice; to reach a resolution you have to compromise. But I do think that having several parties ensures a
more balanced view of certain topics. We could all be
more critical.
Soline VeSte always tries to reach an agreement, but we
certainly don’t say ‘Yes, ﬁne, go ahead’ to everything. We
really stand up for students, like we did with the BSA
(binding study agreement). The student council had some
heated discussion with the Executive Board to ensure that
students wouldn’t be hit too hard. Our aim is to achieve a
workable compromise.
Cathy The most important thing about a student
council is that it forms a bridge between students and the
Executive Board. It’s good for VeSte if more parties are on
the council. It is better for VeSte’s image if it gets more
challenging opposition.
Jordi I’m not scared of confronting the Executive Board
head on during the coming year. Sometimes, you need to
be prepared to play hardball.

What has the student
council achieved
over the past year?
BINDING STUDY ADVICE (BSA)
The Student Staﬀ Council (SSC),
which members of the student
council are on as well, registered
strong objections to a BSA. On the
insistence of the SSC, a monitoring
group is going to be set up to be
closely involved in policy on the BSA.
The university will also give the SSG
the right to advise on policy changes.
The SSC still has to agree to the deal.
MINOR POLICY
The student council refused to ratify
changes to the minor policy. The
university was bent on restricting the
scope for a free minor. According to
the student council, the range of
minors currently on oﬀer does not
meet the needs of students. The
Education Institute is now going to
study the policy.

A Christian party doesn’t belong on a student
council.

AVAILABLE PC APP
The student council was involved in
the development of an app for your
telephone on which you can see in
which buildings and rooms there are
computers free. This app has already
been downloaded more than 2000
times.
SILENT ROOMS
Thanks to the student council, the
number of rooms in which you can
study in peace during revision and
exam weeks has been expanded
considerably.
NEW PAYING SYSTEM AT CHINESE
At the Chinese caterer in the Forum
you can only pay with coins obtained
from the checkout.
AUTOMATIC LOGOUT SYSTEM
So that students do not hang on to
computers they are not using.
A GLASS BIN AT THE FORUM

LvdN

JORDI VAN KLEEFF – CSF
For the religious student
Jordi is studying International Land and
Water Management. Together with two
friends he gave the former Christian student
council party CSF a new lease of life this
year. Jordi is a member of Wageningen’s Dei
Gratia student association, which is
aﬃliated to the national Christian student
association C.S.F.R. Dei Gratia.

Jordi They may or may not be members of an
association, but there are a lot of Christian students in
Wageningen. And there are a lot of Christian international
students. It is good to be united within a group sitting on
the student council. We do have a different take on what’s
going on within the university. Our Christian values underpin our actions: responsibility, honesty, transparency.
Soline So how is that manifested on the student
council? Those values are also important to VeSte.
Jordi We could have joined VeSte; I think that we’ll
often share the same viewpoints because we both think
the quality of education is very important. But then we’d
all have been together in one party, wouldn’t we? It’s a
good thing if voters have a choice. And our focus will
certainly be different from theirs. For example, we’d like
to see more ﬂexibility in how students are treated when
they have objections to certain practicals or excursions
due to their religious principles. Not that they should be
allowed to skip these elements, but they should ﬁnd a
sympathetic ear.
Cathy It is good to look at the various subjects from
different perspectives, such as an international or
Christian one. In my experience, Christian people are very
nice and it seems like a good move to have a breath of
fresh air on the student council. I understand that their
voice was not always heard.
Soline On the one hand I think it’s good that a Christian
party is joining the student council. If these students have
the feeling that their voice isn’t being heard by VeSte, it’s
good for them to have their own group on the student
council. On the other hand, I wonder whether religion
should play a role in education policy. We are here to do
science and that doesn’t sit well with the Christian faith.
Jordi We aren’t trying to make the education offered
here more Christian, but I do think that we better
understand religious students. The discussion is made
easier by the fact that we are better able to give them a
voice.

RESOURCE — 15 May 2014

(5(6SLQGG



features << 15

INDEPENDENT
MEMBERS

The student council should do something about
the problems with international group work.
Soline Group work and practicals are very important
because you can’t learn everything from books. Besides,
later on students at Wageningen often end up in an
international environment and then it’s a bonus to have
already gained experience of working with other cultures.
But sometimes problems do arise. Group work doesn’t suit
everyone, certainly if a wide range of nationalities is
involved. International students sometimes lack conﬁdence
in their English and Dutch students can be incredibly
direct. That frustrates progress.
Jordi I often hear Dutch students complaining about
group work. Dutch students are much more familiar with
group work than international students, so perhaps it’s a
good idea to give international students some training, so
they are better prepared.
Soline It’s not only the fault of international students.
Sometimes it’s the Dutch students who aren’t prepared for
the cultural differences. So I think it would be a good idea if
the university paid more attention to intercultural
communication.
Cathy There’s also a job here for the student council. We
can exert inﬂuence on policy and on education programmes.
What’s more, we are in close contact with students, so we
have a pretty good impression of prevailing opinions and
what could be improved.

There were four independent candidates on the
student council last
academic year. They
joined forces as Independent Members for one
year, combining their lists
but not forming a single
party with viewpoints.
That caused some
confusion at ﬁrst: it was
not clear who had the right
to a seat after the student
council elections. In the
end one of the candidates
withdrew and everything
was solved amicably.
Nevertheless, there are no
new independent
candidates in the coming
elections. Precisely
because they did not form
a party, it was diﬃcult to
ﬁnd successors, explains
Daniel Huang, one of the
IMs of last year. He too
missed the support of a
party, for example in the
preparations for the
coming elections.
‘We have realized that it is
not possible to put across
clearly what we stand for,’
explains Daniel.
When the IMs could not
ﬁnd successors they
decided to launch a new
party: Sustainability &
Internationalization. NM

A student council should concern itself with education policy. Everything else (accommodation,
traﬃc safety) is a matter for student lobby clubs.
Soline When there was still a student union, the student
council concerned itself mainly with education. I think the
council members really liked it when they needed to deal
with issues of student life and not only with policy. In fact,
it’s an area in which they’ve achieved a great deal, like the
trafﬁc situation at Bornsesteeg.
Jordi Education policy is an issue that gets handled much
more in the background and it often involves long-term
work. If you change something in the area of student
facilities, students see it immediately and that increases
the popularity of the student council.
Cathy The student council is there to represent student
interests and students are interested in more than just
education programmes. They also see problems with
accommodation or facilities and bring them to the student
council. We have the power to make some kind of change
and can do that much more quickly than a lobby group.
Soline If all kinds of little lobby groups were to start
busying themselves with different subjects, the big picture
would be lost. The student council has good relations with
the university, the municipality and Idealis and that makes
it better placed than any lobby group to tackle these
subjects. This good contact is also likely to be lost when
there’s a smaller group of student representatives. As a
student councillor, it seems to me that’s it’s more fun to get
involved in all sorts of different topics. Just policy, policy,
policy, wouldn’t that be well, not boring, but certainly
monotonous?

ZHOU SI (CATHY) – S&I
For the international /
environmentally aware student
Cathy comes from Hubei Province in China and is studying
Environmental Sciences. She lives in Dijkgraaf. Cathy
initially wanted to participate in the elections as an
Independent Member, but saw that the new S&I party
shared her convictions.
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FLY ON THE WALL
Could it be any more idyllic? Chilling out on your rooftop terrace in
the warm spring sunshine while
looking out over the cheerful
crowds at Wageningen’s Liberation
Day festival.
Student Stefan Sand and his mates
certainly had it sussed on 5 May,
especially once someone hit on the
idea of fetching the barbecue. It
was all recorded by Stefan’s DJI
Phantom 2, a drone with an HD
camera. For the whole ﬁlm go to the
RG
Resource website.

15 May 2014 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



18 >> features

Jane Goodall’s
abiding passion
The world-famous chimpanzee researcher became an activist when she
saw how fast ‘her’ ape’s habitat was disappearing. Now she travels the
world ﬁghting for nature conservation.
text: Rob Ramaker / photo: Guy Ackermans

A

s a child Jane Goodall loved the animals and
nature around her family home in England. A
book about Tarzan aroused her interest in
Africa. Later a combination of determination
and good luck brought Goodall to the Gombe
Stream National Park in Tanzania, where she embarked
on the chimpanzee research which would make her
famous. She discovered that these primates use tools,
hunt smaller apes and even wage war of a kind.
In her own words, Goodall lived in paradise in Gombe.
That is, until she realized how fast the chimpanzee’s
habitat was disappearing. At that point she decided to put
her research project behind her and dedicate herself to
the battle to save ecosystems and biodiversity. To this end
she travels the world 300 days a year. In an effort to impress
upon people the important of this battle, she takes the
readers of her most recent book Seeds of Hope on a journey
through the plant kingdom. Resource talked to Goodall a
few days before her lecture to a packed audience in Orion.
With the Jane Goodall Institute you ﬁght the
disappearance of nature reserves, especially in Africa.
How did this start?
‘Our programme started when I ﬂew over the Gombe
National Park in 1991. I knew of course that deforestation
was going on outside the park, but I was not prepared to
see bare hills where it was once all forest. In places which
had been chimp habitat, I now saw exhausted farmland
with more people living on it than the land could support.’
Did you connect the destruction of habitats with poverty
at the time?
‘I certainly did. Combatting poverty and education are
the key to solving this problem. I realized at the time that
we could not save the chimpanzees in the rain forest if the

people around them were ﬁnding it so difﬁcult to survive.
So we work with villagers to protect the rainforest. In
consultation with them we introduced changes there,
such as microcredits and the idea of keeping girls at
school longer. In the end this paid off. The locals learned
to trust us and they left land alone around the park to
allow it to regenerate.’
Besides poverty you indicate other systematic problems
which aggravate the destruction of nature.
‘At present, indeed, we are seeing three big problems.
The ﬁrst of these is extreme poverty, which causes people
to cut down the last tree to make sure there is food and
fuel for themselves and their families. The second – and
much more difﬁcult – problem is the greed and selﬁshness
of people who possess more than they need. Lastly, there
is population growth, a subject which many nature
conservation organizations don’t want to talk about
because it is politically sensitive. But we do talk about it in
African villages, and we never meet resistance there. It is
truly terrifying to see how many children they have. People
always say then, ‘it is their culture to have so many
children’. But cultures change and at a time like this, they
need to, too.’
In your book Seeds of Hope you strongly oppose the use of
GMOs. Louise Fresco, soon to be chair of Wageningen UR,
argued cautiously in favour of limited admission of
GMOs in Science last year. She said higher agricultural
yields per hectare will help relieve the pressure on
natural ecosystems. Why is Fresco wrong, in your view?
‘I don’t say she is wrong. In the book I am only talking
about the science of actually changing plants: the way in
which the gene is inserted into them and the long-term
effects that has on the environment and possibly on
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Jane Goodall in Wageningen in front of an audience full of ‘green’ students.

human health. I call for careful thought to be given to
these long-term effects.’
And yet at a recent debate in Wageningen both supporters and critics agreed that there is now no evidence
that GMOs are dangerous to humans and animals.
‘They can’t say that. There is so much evidence for it
and I lined it all up. You can see those effects on all the
animals that have been tested, certainly over a longer
period of time. These are facts and because this is not my
subject I got these facts checked by experts in this ﬁeld.’
In Seeds of Hope you describe how your childhood out in
the fresh air and among animals gave you a lasting love
of nature. Do you think this kind of childhood is more
unusual now that children are continuously exposed to
the internet, games computers and smartphones?
‘A childhood like mine is already more unusual and
that is very worrying. If you have never had the chance to
relate to nature and know nothing about it, you won’t care
about it either. One of the aims of our youth organization
Roots and Shoots is to get children out of doors. And if that
is not possible, because they live in an inner city for
instance, we want to bring nature into the classroom.’

In Wageningen you will be talking to an audience full of
‘green’ students. What is your most important advice to
those who want to contribute to a better world?
‘That depends on the individual student, and what
their passion is. In any case, make sure you get involved in
something you care about, not something you have been
told to care about. One piece of advice for everybody would
be to spend a bit of time thinking about the consequences
of small everyday choices: what we buy, what we wear, and
how it is made. We should ask ourselves whether a product

‘Spend a bit of time thinking
about the consequences of small
everyday choices: what we buy,
what we wear, and how it is made’
harms the environment, whether animals have suffered to
produce it, and what effect it has on our health. As one
individual such a choice may not seem to make a
difference. But we are not just one person, but one of
billions. If we get billions of people making ethical choices
we start moving in the right direction.’
15 May 2014 — RESOURCE
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Pioneering in Chile
Wageningen UR’s biggest overseas branch is not in China or in
Brazil, but in Chile. What is our link with that country and how did
we end up getting involved there? ‘Chileans are serious people and
they take the world seriously.’
text: Nicolette Meerstadt / photo: Wageningen UR Chile

T

he unremarkable ofﬁce building in a quiet
suburb of Santiago bears no comparison with
the architectural showpieces on the
Wageningen campus. But behind the concrete
façade on the Santa Beatriz there is more
going on than meets the eye. In the last two
years ‘Wageningen UR Chile’ has grown into Wageningen
UR’s largest overseas branch. There are 24 people working
at the ofﬁce and another 65 project staff linked with the
organization. And Chilean researchers make regular visits
to Wageningen as well.
Where many overseas initiatives get no further than
good intentions, the Chilean adventure has been a
textbook example of successful collaboration. It began
ﬁve years ago with a visit to Wageningen by president
Michelle Bachelet, explains Marian Geluk, director of the
Chilean ofﬁce. Chile is prosperous, thanks to the proﬁts
from the copper mines, but Chileans are well aware that
this wealth will not last for ever. For sustainable prosperity,
they will need to make the transition to an efﬁcient
knowledge economy. The government has therefore set
up a network of expertise centres called ‘centres of
excellence’, where work is done in collaboration with
foreign partners in ﬁelds such as biotechnology or
mining. For the centre of excellence on food, president
Bachelet sought Wageningen’s partnership, and got it.
With funding from the Chilean government, ‘Wageningen UR Chile’ opened its doors in 2012. In no time,
the centre had successfully put itself on the map.
Last year it got one million euros’ worth of
projects, and is expected to double that this year.
And the centre of expertise is respected in Chile,
says Marian Geluk. ‘We are in a thinktank with

President Bachelet, and we are regularly consulted by the
ministry of Agriculture.’
It is not so surprising that Wageningen feels at home in
Chile. Spread out over 6000 kilometers, the country has all
kinds of climates and soil types, high altitudes and a
coastline with the cold Humboldt current. The country is
the biggest exporter of fruit in the southern hemisphere.
Salmon, avocado, grapes, blueberries and quinoa: Chile
has them all. Moreover, in contrast to many other South
American countries, Chile can be considered democratic
and politically stable, and its economy has been growing
by about 5 percent per year for a decade.
NATURAL BARRIERS
One of the Chilean researchers who comes to Wageningen
to learn new things is Sebastián Rivera. He works on the
production chain for grapes, among other things. ‘In
Chile, the grape harvest accounts for 70 percent of the
production costs,’ he says. ‘That could be improved
enormously by using robots, for instance.’ Which is
something he can learn about in Wageningen.
According to Rivera, his country has vast untapped
potential. ‘Our seasons are the opposite to those in Europe
and the US, which offers huge opportunities for export.
And because of natural barriers such as the Andes, the
country has been isolated from pathogens for a long time.’
But Rivera sees what can be improved, too. The use of
pesticides needs cutting, for example, because the European market demands that. The quality of fruit needs to
be consistent. And where fruit production is already up to
export standards, that is not yet the case for vegetables.
‘Vegetables are mainly grown for local consumption, so
the standard is much lower.’ There is also social change
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Right: The staﬀ of
Wageningen UR Chile
welcome rector
Martin Kropﬀ.
Below: traditional
and modern farming
in Chile.

going on which could inﬂuence the production chain,
says Rivera. Such as the strikes for better labour conditions
in Chilean ports this year.
ERUDITE
Where possible, Marian Geluk tries to involve Wageningen
specialists in the projects in Chile as well. Frank Wijnands,
a researcher at PPO, works for Chile for one and a half days
a week. Wijnands works on food safety and hygiene with
400 small-scale vegetable growers around the capital,
Santiago. ‘With this project we get the government and
businesses around the table to work towards that shared
target. This kind of public-private collaboration is really
new for them.’ Chileans are open and eager to learn new
things, he notices. So he foresees a lot of future opportunities for drawing on and expanding existing expertise.
‘We are building a network and conducting strategic talks
with all kinds of partners in the chain. ‘Having a base in a
country makes a huge difference,’ says Wijnands. ‘That’s
what it should be like everywhere.’ He expects more
demand for small-scale vegetable cultivation. ‘Now 90
percent of what is eaten in Santiago comes from the
immediate surroundings. What will happen when the city
grows? We are in dialogue about that with the government.’
Wijnands is very impressed by the Chileans themselves.
‘They are serious people and they take the world seriously.
They are highly educated, erudite and concerned about
society.’
SCIENCE
So Wageningen UR Chile is rapidly building up a solid

portfolio with Chilean partners. Projects with the PSG, the
ASG and the CDI are already up and running, and there are
more in the pipeline. Talks are going on about setting up a
plant diseases service, for instance, for which Rikilt can
provide expertise. But there is more to the collaboration
than assignments, says Geluk. There is a central role, too,
for scientiﬁc exchange between Wageningen and Chile. ‘A
lot is going on in that area,’ says Geluk. Chilean scientists
visit Wageningen and vice versa. Six Wageningen
graduates have already done research at Wageningen UR
Chile, and 10 Chileans have been to Wageningen. At the
beginning of May, all the Food Process Engineering PhD
students had a study tour to Chile, where they made
grateful use of Wageningen UR’s local network.
In the coming years, Chile will focus not just on fresh
food for export but also on high-value processed products.
Neighbouring countries such as Brazil and Argentina go
for bulk production, but Chile wants to develop its food
industry with further innovation. Nestlé and Mars have
established themselves in the country and Wageningen
UR wants to tap into this trend. So there is enough to do in
the years ahead.

‘Chile wants
high-value
processed
products’
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EUROPA?
OF COURSE!
The elections for the European parliament are just around the corner.
What are we to think about Europe? We asked a few of our international
students. How European are you and what does Europe really mean to
you?
text: Roelof Kleis en Albert Sikkema

Angela Bravo
Erasmus student of Food Technology,
from Spain
‘I feel positive about the European
Union, because it makes it easier for
us to exchange products and knowledge and therefore makes it possible
for European countries to grow. I’m
quite positive about Europe and I will vote in the European
elections, but I have not decided what party. I hope we will
have more integration in Europe and that our politicians
will look at our common interests, instead of the interests
of each separate country. I’m here in Wageningen because
of Europe. I now know how other people live in Europe and
that experience helps me to grow as a person.’

Evangelos Theoﬁlou
MSc student of Food Quality
Management, from Greece
‘The
European
Union
is
advantageous to me. I can come to
Wageningen and pay less in tuition
fees because Greece is part of the EU.
That is the bright side of the moon.
What about the dark side? Europe is in a critical condition!
Europe needs a vision, needs to be strong and united, and
needs to be stable. It should be able to handle the crisis,
unemployment, immigrants, and other crucial issues. But
I am not sure if I will vote for the upcoming European
elections. To be perfectly honest, I am not well informed
about the voting procedure here. Also, I am disappointed
about the political situation, both in Greece and in Europe. I

miss politicians who are trustworthy, politicians with a
long-term vision about EU. We should ensure that
democracy, human rights, freedom, and the development
of all member countries will always be the cornerstone
behind a strong and united Europe.’

Aleksander Banasik
PhD student of Operations Research
and Logistics, from Poland
‘To me, being a European citizen
means being tolerant of other
religions and cultures. The part I like
most is the Schengen agreement
allowing me to move freely across EU
countries. But being an EU citizen brings some
responsibilities with it as well. One of them is voting in
European Parliament elections. So of course I am going to
vote. It makes me sad that ﬁve years ago the number of
voters in Poland reached only 24 percent. That’s ridiculously
low. Polish people tend to complain about the parliament,
whether Polish or European, but how can you complain
about the European Parliament if you don’t vote?

Amelia Palacios
Erasmus student of Food & Biobased
Research, from Spain
‘I feel European, and I think Spanish
people should be represented in the
European parliament. But at present
Spanish politicians are not the best
choice. They are not solving the
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problems; they don’t care about society. Many people in
Spain are looking for a job but, even if they ﬁnd one, their
quality of life does not improve much. Not even graduates
will ﬁnd jobs in Spain in the next few years. So after I get my
degree I would like to work abroad for some years. Europe
made it much easier for me to come to Wageningen; I can
come and go as I please within the EU.’

Marius Cârdei
MSc student of Food Safety, from
Romania
‘I think I’ll vote, even if that means
that I have to go to The Hague for it.
Democracy means that you have the
right to choose, so it’s your duty to
vote. For us Romanians, becoming
part of the European community was a big opportunity. As
of last January Romanians can work in Europe without a
permit. But there are also drawbacks. Changing to the euro
will be a serious problem. Actually it has just been
postponed because we weren’t ready for it. Foreign
investors have bought thousands of hectares of
agricultural land and our government doesn’t do anything
to stop this. Although I’m positive about Europe it is still

difﬁcult for me to express what it means to be a European.
I know how it is to be in Europe because I travel a lot and I
am studying abroad. For older people it is different. I
think it will take a couple of generations before we feel
truly European.’

Brend Kemperman
MSc student of Plant Biotechnology,
from the Netherlands
‘Being a member of the European
Union has many advantages. Not
just material ones, but also the
amount we learn from each other. I
live at Droevendaal, where a lot of
people from southern Europe are living too. They are
much more relaxed about life and consider different
things important. They are very good cooks, for instance,
and spend a lot of time and attention on that. There is a lot
of criticism of Europe but I think more things go right than go
wrong. We should carry on negotiating and see how to
solve problems together. If that means having to pump
more money into Europe, so be it. We can learn so much
more from each other.’
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‘Students don’t know enough
about the business world’
Next academic year Wageningen University will be launching a new Master’s track:
Entrepreneurship. Students who are more interested in a career in the business
world than in science will follow a package of courses about strategy, marketing and
risk management. High time too, says Rabobank top man and professor by special
appointment Ruud Huirne, who will be teaching one of the courses.
text: Linda van der Nat / photos: Sven Menschel

H

uirne works for the
university one day a week,
and the rest of the week as
Food&Agri director at the
Rabobank. He made the move
from the university to the banking
world two years ago and since then
has been trying to get support in
Wageningen for a Master’s track
for students who want to do
something business-related. He
says the business world is crying
out for young professionals who
not only have technical and
scientiﬁc strengths but also know
how to write a decent business
plan. In January he managed at
last to get approval from the Education Institute and his ‘serious
tryout’ for the course Business
Cases Agri-Food Entrepreneurship
will start in period six.
Is there a place for an
Entrepreneurship track at a life
sciences university?
‘Wageningen is par excellence a
university of entrepreneurship.
Whether you are talking about
animals, plants, food or the
natural environment, you soon
end up dealing with farmers,
market gardeners, animal feed
companies, dairy companies and
so on and so forth. Many students
in Wageningen hope to work for
such companies, but their
knowledge and competencies fall
short. They have 80 percent of the
right proﬁle, but their knowledge

pretty basic training. They know
little about such topics as strategy,
ﬁnances, marketing,
internationalization and analysing
the competition. There really is
room for improvement there. The
students are now being outdone by
students from other universities.’

Professor by special appointment Ruud
Huirne.

of the business side of things
needs a lot of sharpening up.’
But surely, with their speciﬁc
knowledge, Wageningen students
are particularly popular with
these kinds of companies?
‘In the old days Wageningen
students were known for their
‘hands-on mentality’. They were
independent, had a broad set of
skills, and knew exactly how
businesses worked. But
Wageningen lost that position
some time ago. What I have
noticed is that Wageningen
students know all about the
technical side, but in terms of
business skills they still need

The university already pays quite a
lot of attention to
entrepreneurship. Various courses
are on offer on the subject, for
instance. Isn’t that enough?
‘The courses currently on offer
are all separate courses that do not
form a coherent whole. Sometimes
there is an overlap between
courses offered by different
departments simply because they
don’t know of each other’s
existence. If you want to become a
researcher, there is a great track
you can take on your Master’s: the
Research Master’s. I would like to
see the same for students who
want to go into business.’
Is the track also intended for
students who aim to set up a
company of their own?
‘The track targets three groups
of students. The common
denominator is that they want to
be able to ‘do something in
business’ with their degree. This
could be a council or government
job in which a lot of business is
done with agrifood companies, or
it could be in an agrifood company

itself. But student entrepreneurs
can learn a lot from this Master’s
track too. They can consult
organizations such as Startlife on a
lot of points, but the set of courses
at the university is nicely
complementary. The visits to
companies provide them with a
chance to look behind the scenes
at other, larger companies, and
they can use their own companies
as case studies.’
And what about the pilot course
that is starting in mid-May?
‘The track was approved in
January, which means that it can
start in the academic year 20142015. For my course that would
mean that students can only take it
next year in period 5. I thought it
was a shame to wait a whole year,
so we decided to run a serious
tryout this year. The course is now
being run as a special topic option
offering an introduction to
entrepreneurship with a bit of
theory and some cases to which
the theory is applied. Seven
students from various disciplines
have applied, so it is a nice broad
group. The students are highly
motivated; they know they are
guinea pigs and that they will have
to work hard. In that sense, it really
is a course for student
entrepreneurs with the right
proactive attitude. In any case, we
know we’ve got students of the
right calibre.’
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Senvi Consulting
(www.senviconsulting.com)
What? A consultancy bureau that
helps ﬁnd sustainable business
solutions
How much time? An average of ﬁve
hours per person per week
At the Ceres bar towards the end of
2012, Arnold Looijen and three
fellow fraternity members agreed
it was a pity students did so little
with their speciﬁc knowledge
alongside their degree programmes.
After all, what do you learn from a
job waiting tables? So Xander,
Coen, Bert and Arnold dreamt up
Senvi Consulting, a consultancy
bureau that could help companies
take real steps towards sustainability. And the gentlemen have
booked their ﬁrst success: they
have done research for a large fruit
and vegetable company in Westland
on such topics as the feasibility of
solar energy, waste management
and technologies for LED culti-

vation. ‘We had to work out for
ourselves what was involved in
setting up a company,’ says
Arnold, a Master’s students of

Management, Economics and
Consumer Studies. ‘That made it
extremely educational but diﬃcult
too.’ Paying more attention to

entrepreneurship in the curriculum
would not be a bad idea, as far as
Arnold is concerned.

small loan to fund their idea from
Startlife. Thomas thinks it is ‘great’
that there is more and more

attention to entrepreneurship at
the university. ‘It is in tune with
the times. The students of today

are creative and want to work oﬀ
their own bat.’

BoxBites
What? Healthy snacks delivered to
your door
How much time? Twenty hours per
person per week
Thomas van den Boezem and Mark
Schönhage are still in the startup
phase now but by the end of May
they hope to launch Boxbites: a
boxful of healthy (and aﬀordable)
snacks from home and abroad,
delivered to your door on a
subscription basis. Thomas (BSc
Health and Society) got the idea
when he was studying in America
and learned what large food
producers get up to with snacks.
He decided that could be changed.
‘Because I knew I couldn’t manage
it on my own, I asked Mark to
come on board. He studies
Communication Sciences, has
experience with running a small
business, and has done several
courses on entrepreneurship.’ They
were able to get advice, tips and a
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GIVE ME FIVE!
A simple handshake soon gives
away your age, say American
researchers at Stony Brook
University. A handshake turns out
to be a better indicator of

biological age than your actual age
in years. If you are honest, that is.
Just squeeze a bit harder and you
get a couple of years younger.

OBESE
An international team of physicists
has made a new element in the
German city of Darmstadt. This is
element 117 in the periodic table
of elements. The new element is
40 percent heavier than lead. The
couple of atoms that made up the
element are already gone,
however: broken down by
radioactivity to lighter, more
normal proportions.

Argo’s ﬁrst-year rowers bag trophy
Argo rowers have achieved their
ﬁrst victory in ten years. ‘More
great performances lie ahead,’
believes Argo’s competition
secretary.
‘Their blades are nicely clear of the
water, these men know their stuff,’
was broadcast over the public
address system last weekend at the
Damen rowing regatta in Zevenhuizen. The admiring remarks
referred to eight ﬁrst-years rowing
for Argo who had just won a huge
victory in the ﬁnal of the lightweight seniors coxed eights. At the
starting line, the remarks had been
rather more cynical, ‘Wageningen,
we haven’t heard anything of them
for a really, really, really long time’.
Not so strange considering the last
time an Argo lightweight men’s
crew was victorious was a good ten
years ago. But last week they pulled

it off. In the ﬁnal Argo pulled
ahead of Leiden’s Skadi club and a
combination team of Njord, Euros,
Thêta and Triton. Our men
completed the two kilometres in
seven minutes and seven onehundredths of a second.
ASHAMED
Argo’s competition secretary Eline
van den Berg is overjoyed with the
result. ‘The opposition’s coaches
were shouting that they’d be
deeply ashamed if our light eight
were to beat them.’ But the
Argonauts were untouchable right
from the start. ‘These guys are a
really well-coordinated crew
because they train together every
day,’ explains Eline. In the ﬁrst two
competitions, the crew achieved
disappointing results, she feels.
‘Now the pressure is off, the way is
clear for many more great

The cox was thrown in the water.

performances.’ The entire season
consists of nine of these
competitions. With their ﬁrst ‘pot’,
the guys win promotion from the
novice class.
Straight after the race, the eight
was allowed to row to the awards
dock. The cox was thrown in the
water because this was her ﬁrst
victory too. Then she swapped
places with the rower at stroke
position and brought the crew
safely back to the river bank. NM

EDUCATIONAL
A porn ﬁlm was made secretly in an
Australian university library. On
the ﬁlm, a porn star carries out ‘a
series of sexual acts’ in the library
during opening hours. The
university has responded with
shock and astonishment. It would
never have given permission for
such a ﬁlm. It is obviously not very
educational.

CAULIFLOWER
World records are there to be
broken. Like the one for the largest
cauliﬂower in the world, for
example. An Englishman recently
grew one that weighed 27.5 kilos.
What his secret was, the grower
did not say. But he did mention the
mild autumn as a factor. His wife is
now working on the world record
for white sauce.

SEEDS OF REVOLUTION Secretly planting ﬂowers in
parts of the city where there is little vegetation. The
phenomenon of Guerrilla Gardening is taking over the
world and of course Wageningen couldn’t let itself get
left behind. In the early evening of 1 may, 15 rebels met
in a café in the town centre. Their revered leader
handed out sunﬂower seeds and after a brief

consultation they fanned out over the city centre to
sow their seeds. Within a few weeks we should be
seeing cheery sunﬂowers coming up along the city wall
on the Kapelstraat. Keep an eye on the ﬁeld next to the
former LA13, too, because the ﬂowers there will form a
NM, foto Lennart Verhoeven
special pattern.
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EPISODE 30 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<
ILLUSTRATIES: KIM PETERSE

The story so far: Ever since Willem-Jan
announced that Bianca had an SOA, a
certain hostility between the two
housemates had been palpable.

Liberation Day
‘Y

up. This ought to be enough beer for
today.’ The fridge door swung closed
as Willem-Jan gave it a thump. He smiled
triumphantly at Vera and Bianca, standing
on the balcony with their home-made
mojitos. The music from diﬀerent stages
reverberated through their bodies as they
watched the hordes of party-goers
crammed into the street below.
‘Listen ladies,’ started Willem-Jan
commandingly. With expressions of
boredom, the pair looked up at him. ‘You’re not allowed to
have any of my beer. I’ll be back soon with my friends to
drink it. So hands oﬀ.’ Giggling, the girls mimicked WillemJan as he left the house. This was clearly not their ﬁrst drink
of the day.
A mojito later, Filippo swanned downstairs, all tight-ﬁtting
shirt and glossy hair, ready to go into town. ‘Ciao ragazze,’
he greeted them ﬂirtatiously. ‘Wow, that is a lot of beer!’ he
exclaimed when he opened the fridge looking for something
to drink. ‘Please, take one’, slurred Bianca. ‘I am sure
Willem-Jan won’t mind.’ Filippo opened a bottle of beer and
greedily took a mouthful. Suddenly they heard a lot of noise
coming from downstairs and soon the living room was full
of Filippo’s Italian friends. One of them was talking
nineteen to the dozen and like his friends he had a face as
black as thunder.
Bianca’s curiosity got the better of her. ‘What’s up?’ she

asked Filippo. He explained that his friends had tried to
smuggle beer into the city centre. At Emma Park they had
hung bags full of beer cans in the canal before going
through the security check. But when they ﬁshed out the
bags on the other side, they were ripped and all the cans
were gone. ‘Now they want to know where they can buy
cheap beer,’ concluded Filippo. ‘Well, we have a refrigerator
full of beer,’ said Bianca slyly. ‘If you leave some money on
the table, I’m sure Willem-Jan will be okay with it.’ The
faces of Filippo’s friends brightened. They charged towards
the fridge with empty backpacks and when they’d ﬁnished it
looked like a plague of locusts had passed through. The
guys left some money on the table for Willem-Jan and were
getting ready to leave. ‘You want to come party with us? We
have beer,’ one of Filippo’s friends asked Vera and Bianca.
It wasn’t a diﬃcult decision. ‘I think it’s smart to go where
the beer is,’ said Bianca with a grin.

Resource follows events at Mortierstraat 14B

From VeSte to ISO
This coming year he’ll be working
hard to promote the interests of
Dutch students and stave oﬀ the
student loan system. In early May,
Aart Claassens, a newly graduated
Wageningen biologist, was elected
to the board of the Interstedelijk
Studentenoverleg (ISO), the
national student organization.

‘This gives me the chance to
spend another year working for the
good of education. This time at a
national level and with even more
themes. So it’s a step up. I think of
it as my ﬁrst job. It’s hard work,
more than 40 hours a week, but the
subject matter is interesting, so
I’m looking forward to it.’

You’ve already spent a year with
VeSte. Now you’ve graduated why
are you choosing to do a second
board year?

We know of the National Student
Union (LSVb) mainly thanks to its
campaigns against cuts and slum
landlords. ISO has always been

involved with student councils and
unions. How is your approach
different?
‘ISO talks to the people with
responsibility for the plans that
affect education, such as MPs and
the Association of Universities in
the Netherlands (VSNU). We try to
persuade them to share our vision.
Working in this way we managed
to get the slow student ﬁne
abolished. We also raise matters of
wrongdoing. Some students, for
example, were having to pay extra

costs in addition to statutory
tuition fees, while that’s not
allowed.’
What will be the controversial
issues in your board year?
‘The most important theme is
the student loan system (sociale
leenstelsel), the plan to convert the
entire grant to a loan. Will a system
like this get the go-ahead and what
will it involve? These are important
decisions and we are keen to join
the discussion on them.’ PT
15 May 2014 — RESOURCE
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>> PARTIES
The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie. Check
www.wageningenup.nl for all parties.

CERES - STUPÉFÊTE: THE PREMIÈRE
Thursday 15 May from 22.00 to 05.00
Ceres has stayed much the same for years now,
but it seems like that is about to change. The
organization has promised a totally different

party to the kind you are used to at Ceres, with
décor never seen before in Wageningen. Rooms
that normally stay hermetically sealed will now
be open. Each with their own atmosphere and
music, ranging from deephouse through
techno to top 40. Dress code: celebrity.
For more info see www.stupefete.nl.
KSV & IXESN: GRAN FIESTA
Friday 16 May from 23.00 to 04.00
Student societies KSV and IxESN are throwing a
joint international party with a Mexican theme.
A nice way to start the new period. Somberos, a
mix of international students and tequila shots
for just one token. All the ingredients you need
for a Gran Fiesta. So take along all your
(Mexican) friends and let your hair down!

IPSO FACTO: PARTY 4 EDUCATION
Tuesday 20 May from 23.00 to 05.00
Study association Ipso Facto is running a
charity week from 19 to 23 May. It will be a week
full of activities, and the proceeds will go to
charity. This year, that is Malota School
Community Project in Zambia, which will use
the money to build new classrooms. This party
at KSV is part of the charity week. Not just fun,
but good for your karma too.
You can read more about the project at www.
malota.nl.

This feature is provided by the
WageningenUP-team

>> THE WORKS
‘HOW THE WORLD
IS STRUCTURED IS
SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL’
Who? Dina El Filali, BSc International Land- and Water
Management
What? Internship with CEBAS-CSIC, an institute that researches erosion, sedimentation and ecosysWhere? Murcia, Spain

tems

‘As a child I was fascinated by patterns, like the ones on traditional
Moroccan ceilings. The stone masons clearly knew these patterns by
heart. In nature you can ﬁnd similarly complex patterns, which we call
fractals. Fractals have a pattern that repeats on an ever diminishing
scale. Just consider the structure of blood vessels, or how the branches
of a tree divide to form new branches.
In Murcia I am studying whether fractals can be used to simulate gullies, which are eroded channels. For the research institute where I work,
I’m studying the catchment area of the River Carcabo. I recently measured a gully and now I am using that data to try to determine its fractal
characteristics. With the software that’s available, it’s quite a bit harder
than we thought it would be to actually simulate gullies. Once I’ve identiﬁed the fractal pattern, I can demonstrate the extent to which we can
simulate it.
I think the way the world is structured is simply beautiful. Sometimes I
think it’s like the universe follows a certain pattern and that this recurs
on every conceivable level. The way in which we build cities, for

example, evidently resembles the way neurons branch out in our
brain. It’s hard to describe this scientiﬁcally whereas literature provides all the scope you need to capture it. That’s why I like to write stories, as a way of expressing something of that beauty.
Here in Spain everything is wonderfully late, and that suits me. I was
greeted with “Welcome to Africa!”, and sometimes it almost feels like
that. The streets are always buzzing with life and late at night the children are even still running about. With local friends I sometimes visit
the surrounding Moorish villages; one girl is an archaeologist and she’s
a walking encyclopedia. She can tell you something about just about
everything.’ Karst Oosterhuis
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Dutch courses
Social Dutch I + II
Social Dutch III
Dutch Plus I + II

Start 12 May
Register now!

MEANWHILE IN... <<
Kidnapping in Nigeria
In the news: In northern Nigeria more than 300 schoolgirls have
been kidnapped in recent weeks. Responsibility has been
claimed by Islamic terrorist organization Boko Haram. The
organization says it will release the girls in exchange for
imprisoned gang members.
Commentary by Jide Owolodun, a PhD student of Veterinary
Epidemiology from Nigeria.
‘This is not good for my country’s reputation, of course. I
continually hear bad news from friends and family; I am in daily
contact with them. Last week there was even a bomb attack in the
capital, with many victims as a result. If they are capable of this,
what else can we expect? Most kidnappings take place in the
north of the country. In the south people are generally better
educated and there are fewer religious conﬂicts.
The terrorist organization behind this disaster is extremely
dangerous. They call themselves Boko Haram, which literally
means “western education is bad”. This group’s main objective is
the islamization of the country. Everyone who is against that is
seen as the enemy. The kidnapped teenage girls could be both
Christians and Muslims. Dreadful to think what these men
might do with the girls, probably including rape. I myself am a
Christian but less than 20 kilometres from my birthplace is an
area with a lot of Muslims. There is a prolonged conﬂict going on
between the two groups and no one has any idea when it will end.
In Jos, the main town in my region, more than 20 churches have
been attacked in the last few years, with many deaths. In order to
go to church safely on a Sunday we depend on road blocks and
soldiers.
I don’t think the government is doing enough against Boko
Haram. When the group grew up a few years ago, the government
should have knocked it on the head straightaway. Now it already
has too much power. The girls were kidnapped three weeks ago
now and they haven’t been found yet. The army or police should
take action. Fortunately the French and American government
have promised to help.’ KO

www.wageningenUR.nl/into

in memoriam

Wim de Jong
After an illness lasting several
months, our deeply appreciated
colleague Wim de Jong passed
away on 1 May. Wim led PPO Bulb,
Tree and Fruit’s research stations
in Lisse and Randwijk for many
years, and was actively involved in
teaching and in regional projects.
In the early nineteen eighties, Wim
moved from teaching to a job as
nursery manager at the former research station in Boskoop. He celebrated his fortieth anniversary last

year. Wim was closely involved in
the building of new facilities at the
Boskoop, Randwijk and Lisse locations. He brought a pragmatism to
this work, always staying the
course and not afraid of tackling
diﬃcult jobs and working on them
himself.
Generating ideas, talking and actively aiming for a sense of community were at the heart of Wim’s approach. He put the goals and the
collaboration ﬁrst, and never himself.
When he found out that he would
not recover, Wim rounded oﬀ and
handed over his work in an most
impressive manner. He spoke very
openly about his illness and was
committed to his work and to his
colleagues to the last. We shall
certainly take a number of his initiatives further.
We wish Wim’s wife Marja, his
children and grandchildren
strength in these diﬃcult times.
On behalf of colleagues at PPO BBF
Bert Pinxterhuis

15 May 2014 — RESOURCE
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announcements
Announcements by and for students and staﬀ. Send in a maximum
of 75 words to resource@wur.nl on
the Thursday before publication
(and for the International Edition
include an English version). Subject: Announcements.
Movies for students
From May 15 till June 4 arthouse
Movie W sharpens the intellect ﬁve
times. Ne me quitte Pas is a
tragicomic tribute to failure, Only
Lovers left Alive tells the bizarre
love story of two vampires, Soul
Kitchen is a smart comedy about a
restaurant in trouble, Ain’t them
Bodies Saints is about crime and
romance in mythical proportions,
and La Jaula de Oro is an
adventurous roadmovie.
READ MORE ON WWW.MOVIE-W.NL

Stick tournament
At Wednesday 21 May SWU Thymos
organizes an new tournament: a
Stick Tournament. During this
night all kinds of stick (related)
sports will be played like unihoc-

key, lacrosse, knotsball, croquet
and hockey. You can participate in
the tournament with a team of 6-8
players. Participation is free.
SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.SWUTHYMOS.NL

Suicide among farmers
Cultural anthropologist Lizzy van
Leeuwen recently published a
study on ‘suicide in the countryside’, called ‘De hanenbalken’. In
this lecture she builds the case
that Dutch farmers commit suicide
more often than other Dutch
citizens. She gives possible
explanations of this phenomenon,
and of the reasons why it is not
systematically studied.
When: Tuesday May 20, 20h.
Where: Impulse building.
If farming becomes surviving
Ton Duﬀhues, Specialist Agriculture and Society at farmers
organization ZLTO will give an
overview of the social and
economic diﬃculties for contemporary farmers and their families and
of their diﬀerent coping strategies.
When: Wednesday June 4, 20h.
Where: Impulse building.

agenda

RESOURCE

Friday 16 May, 20.15

OPERA TOSCA

Resource seeks editor

Concertant performance by Het
Wagenings Symfonie Orkest and
Het Andere Koor in Junushoﬀ.
TICKETS (22,50): WWW.HWSOHAK.NL

Weekend 16, 17 en 18 May, 21.oo

LOCATIONTHEATER LENS
“all important things with a capital”, performance by six women
about hanker, in Decoratelier Lens,
Lawickse Allee 72, Wageningen.
TICKETS/ROUTE: WWW.STICHTINGLENS.NL

Sunday 25 May 10.30-18.00

FESTIVAL LOCAL BEAUTY
Podium for green, social, creative,
local initiatives and companies, in
the park near Junushoﬀ.
MORE INFO: WWW.LOKALESCHOONHEID.NL

proefschriften.nl
Aandacht voor uw
proefschrift.

A report on a great party, an interview with the teacher of the year,
a news item about the shortage of
thesis places, a column… for these
sorts of articles Resource likes to
rely on students.
We meet with our students every
month to decide on topics. Then
you set to work independently to
write your article. You get regular
feedback on your progress. Like
the sound of that?
If you want to learn to write well,
you are a student in Wageningen
and you know a lot of people, you
could be the right person. If your
English is excellent, you are extra
welcome. As a freelancer with
Resource, you decide how much
you write, and you earn a bit from
it too.
Interested? Send an email to rob.
goossens@wur.nl. Tell him a bit
about yourself and any writing
experience you have.

Forum Irregular Opening Hours
in May and June 2014
2014

The Building

The Library

Student
Desk

WURshop

Restaurant

Grand Café

Wageningen
in'to Languages

Thursday
Ascension Day

29 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Friday

30 May

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 10 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

11.30 am - 1.30 pm

Closed

Saturday

31 May

10 am - 6 pm

10 am - 6 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Sunday

1 June

10 am - 6 pm

10 am - 6 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Friday

6 June

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 10 pm

8 am - 5 pm

Closed

Saturday

7 June

10 am - 6 pm

10 am - 6 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Whit Sunday

8 June

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Whit Monday

9 June

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

9 am - 1 pm 9 am - 2.30 pm 10 am - 2 pm

During working hours, the building is open to the public. After working hours, entrance is only possible with a WUR card.
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Vacancies student members Board OWI (Education Institute)

6SLFHXS\RXU
%XVLQHVV(QJOLVK

The Board of the Education Institute manages the BSc and MSc programmes of WU:
- programmes and budgets, courses, schedules
- quality assurance
- study advising
Student Vacancies
The Board consists in total of 8 members: 4 professors, 4 students.
Two student places are vacant per September 2014. The OWI board composition
is a mirror image of the WU community with regard to the domains of the study
programmes and gender composition of the student population. Therefore we
prefer female students from the domains environmental sciences (BBN/MFN,
BBW/MEE, BIL/MIL, BLP/MLP, BMW/MES/MUE) and technology and nutrition
(BAT/MAB, BBT/MBT, BLT/MFT/MFS/MFQ, BML/MML, BVG/MNH).

7HOHSKRQLQJLQ(QJOLVK )URQW'HVN,QWHUDFWLRQ
(PDLOLQJLQ(QJOLVK
,QWHUFXOWXUDO ,QWHUGHSDUWPHQWDO&RPPXQLFDWLRQ
6SHDNLQJVNLOOV
(DFKPRGXOHFRQVLVWVRI
IRXUKRXUPHHWLQJV
3ULFHSHUPRGXOH¼

Starts from 26 May
Register now!

Duration and investment
Appointment is for one year, with the possibility of 2 re-appointments. The OWI
Board activities require approximately one day a week.
What can you expect from a one-year board membership?
You represent students from WU in a high level governmental body of WU. You will
work on a varied range of subjects, related to the WU education system. Your
voice counts on various subjects like new study programmes, increasing student
numbers, quality and internationalization. You will have the opportunity to take an
exhaustive look at the management of your university. Your resume will be
enriched with education management experience.
Students are compensated with three months FOS (ﬁnancial compensation for
board activities).
More information:
Prof. dr. ir. Tiny van Boekel, Director OWI, 0317-484281, tiny.vanboekel@wur.nl, or
ir. Petra Naber, secretary OWI Board, 0317-485075/3348 petra.naber@wur.nl.
See for more information about the OWI Board: www.owi.wur.nl

www.wageningenUR.nl/into

Send your resume and letter of motivation, preferably by e-mail, before June 1 to
Petra Naber or Tiny van Boekel. The selection procedure will take place between
June 1 and July 1, 2014.
Ex-student members of programme committees and Student Council are
especially invited to respond.

Orion Irregular Opening Hours
in May and June 2014
2014

The Building

Bike basement

Restaurant

The Spot

Thursday Ascension Day

29 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Friday

30 May

8 am - 6 pm

8 am - 6 pm

Closed

8 am - 4 pm

Saturday

31 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Sunday

1 June

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Friday

6 June

8 am - 6 pm

8 am - 6 pm

Closed

8 am - 4 pm

Saturday

7 June

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Whit Sunday

8 June

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Whit Monday

9 June

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed
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ILLUSTRATION: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Tulips
Last week I went to the bulb district or ‘bollenstreek’ in the west of the Netherlands to visit the
famous tulip ﬁelds at the Keukenhof. As a plant sciences student from Thailand, tulips were one of
my reasons to come to the Netherlands. I really like all kinds of bulbous ﬂowers, so I have looked
forward to spring since my arrival.

The garden itself is quite famous in my country and it attracts many tourists from Thailand and
from all over the world. The tulip ﬁelds were spectacular and the beauty of the Keukenhof is
breathtaking. However, I am surprised to learn that none of my Dutch classmates that I have
talked with have been to the Keukenhof. Many told me that it is boring and that it is only for old
people. And I found out they are right because there were many elderly people there, and most of
the young visitors were foreign tourists. But although I am not old yet, I like the Keukenhof very
much and I am looking forward to visiting it again next year.
In Thailand, people of all ages really fall in love with the charm of the tulip because it is colourful
and exotic. Many gardens in the north of Thailand try to have tulips in winter to attract tourists
and the ﬂower lovers alike. My Dutch friend told me that my feeling when I saw a tulip for the ﬁrst
time might be comparable to his feeling when he saw a real banana plant for the ﬁrst time, as the
banana is an exotic fruit in the Netherlands. Maybe it would be spectacular for him to see a
banana plantation in my country. Surachet Chamontri, Thai MSc student of Plant Sciences

I was as excited about
seeing tulips as my Dutch
friend was when he saw
his ﬁrst banana plant

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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