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labour of love

>> MARIANNE + PAINTING
Marianne Daniël, secretary at Human Resource Management SSG

‘The peace of mind, creating something’
She does oil painting – ‘Like the old masters.’ Except she
paints buildings by modern architects: her dream houses,
to be precise. For Marianne Daniël, painting is a way to
calm down. ‘A nice paintbrush can make me utterly happy.
You just go on mixing until you get the right colour. And it
RK, photo: Guy Ackermans
smells so lovely too.’

RESOURCE — 24 April 2014

(5(6SLQGG



COVER ILLUSTRATION: PASCAL TIEMAN

CONTENTS
no 17 – 8th Volume

>> 12

>>

EXPLOSIVE GROWTH
The number of Chinese Master’s
students quadrupled in ﬁve years.

WALLFLOWERS?
Chinese students are getting more
conﬁdent. ‘I want to be attractive too.’

14

>>

18

DOING BUSINESS
‘The Chinese are continuously innovating,
because they learn very fast.’

CHINA

AND MORE...
2 Labour of love
painting
4 News and opinion
8 Science
11 Resource.wur.nl
12 China Town
14 Chinese in Wageningen
16 In the picture
Wageningen in China
18 Pioneers in the far east
22 MI
bursting at the seams
24 Student
29 Meanwhile in…
Chile
32 Typical Dutch
King’s day

Funny how we Dutch tend to be condescending when we talk about China. TV
presenter Gordon’s notorious reference to ‘number 39 with rice’ is perhaps the
most obvious case in point. But the more local term ‘Car boot Chinese’, coined to
refer to the mobile takeaway on campus, sounds pretty patronizing if you think
about it. Cute, it implies, but small.
The reality is diﬀerent: China is big. Very big. Big in terms of area, population,
and the dizzying pace of change: industrialization, urbanization and the modernization of agriculture.
When things go wrong in China, they do so big-time too. Air pollution, soil
exhaustion and food scandals, for instance. China is a place where the world’s
future is now being shaped. For better and for worse. The new frontier, if you
like.
Which makes China a perfect partner for Wageningen UR. With our knowledge of
the life sciences, you can make quite a diﬀerence in China. Better quality milk
powder can raise the chances of survival for millions of Chinese babies. Improve
the potato and whole ethnic groups will suﬀer less from hunger. And what we
learn in China we can apply at home as well.
Wageningen UR and China both understand this. We are closely linked. In this
Resource we look behind the scenes at this special relationship. Who are the Chinese students who come here? And what motivates the Wageningers who go to
China? A whistlestop tour of a special relationship, which makes no claim to
completeness. China is way too big for that.
Rob Goossens
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Staff and students reveal their
login details en masse when sent a
phishing email, it turns out from a
test the IT department ran. They
sent a fake phishing message to a
large number of staff and students.
The email looked to the recipients
as if it had come from the ‘Outlook
system administrator’. In bad
Dutch, it said that all users had to
update their email account within
48 hours, otherwise it would be
terminated. A link took the
recipient to an external website
where they could enter their login
details. Incidentally, there was no
sign of the Wageningen UR name
or logo on the site. What is more,

+HWQHSSKLVKLQJEHULFKW

the email was not sent from the
WUR domain and the phishing
had even been announced on the
intranet.
Of the 5000 staff and students
who were sent the message, about

81,7$6/,&(1&(&5,7,&,=('
ð <RXWKFOXEZLOOSUREDEO\KDYH
WRŊQGQHZKRPH

Unitas probably cannot stay in its
current accommodation on the Industrieweg. The licence which makes it possible for a youth club to
be housed in the building turns
out not to be valid.
This was decided by the council
of state on 16 April. The reasons
for condemning the licence were
to do with parking standards and

types of activities. The club has
been in the building, a former party centre, for two years now. Local
residents objected to its presence
from the start.
The town council has 12 weeks
to decide whether they will agree
to the licence and if so, in what
form. If the licence is withdrawn,
Unitas will probably have to leave
the building. If the club cannot
stay on the Industrieweg, there is a
chance it may be able to return to
its former home on the Gen. Foulkesweg. 10

1500 clicked the link and 1000
students and staff then actually
entered their details. If this had
been a real phishing message,
cyber criminals could have stolen
information from their accounts

or used them to send spam from
the university network.
The IT department is shocked
by the results. ‘We expected
perhaps two percent to fall for the
trap,’ says IT security manager
Raoul Vernède, ‘but the numbers
kept on rising.’ He wants to raise
awareness among staff and
students about the dangers of
shady emails. The idea is to hold
information meetings to show
people how to recognize phishing
and explain why it is so dangerous.
Fortunately a lot of WUR people
were alert to what was going on.
For instance, students put up
warnings about the email on
Facebook and the IT department
got hundreds of concerned emails
and phone calls. Some wise guys
even realized it was a test: they
discovered that the domain the
emails came from belonged to the
IT department. RR

$'0,66,2162)&+,1(6(
678'(1760$<%(5(675,&7('
ð 3UHGRPLQDQFHDPRQJ
LQWHUQDWLRQDOVWXGHQWVPLJKW
FDXVHSUREOHPV
ð :RUNLQJJURXSWRH[DPLQH
ZKHWKHUPHDVXUHVDUHQHHGHG

Wageningen UR is considering
restricting admissions of Chinese
students. A working group called
The International Classroom is
looking into the issue.
The immediate impetus for the
study is the large numbers of
Chinese students being recruited
to certain Master’s programmes.
Numbers of Chinese students have
shot up over the last ﬁve years,
especially in Master’s programmes
in the ﬁelds of nutrition and food
safety. One quarter of the
international Master’s students
are from China. There is an
especially large number of Chinese
students on the MSc in Food

Safety: half these students are
from China. This level of
dominance of one nationality can
cause problems. According to
spokesman Simon Vink, the
working group will review the
situation and make
recommendations ‘if necessary’.
The group will produce a report by
the summer.
Until last year Delft was the
Dutch university with the most
Chinese students. This year, for
the ﬁrst time, Wageningen is in
ﬁrst place, with 385 Chinese
Master’s students currently
studying at the university. This
means almost one in ten Master’s
students are Chinese. Delft is not
far behind, followed by Tilburg,
Groningen and Rotterdam. 5.
See also articles on China,
pages 12-21
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A binding study advice (BSA) can
only be introduced in Wageningen
on condition that it is strictly monitored by the representative body,

says the Student Staff Council
(SSC, part of the WUR Council) in a
letter to the executive board. The
students and staff in the SSC had
actually rejected the university’s
proposal back in February,
claiming it was not clear what the
university intended to achieve
exactly with the BSA. The SSC was
afraid that the BSA would be used
to improve degree success rates.
And that could lead to the wrong

people being kicked out, such as
students who need more time to
master the necessary study skills.
However, now the university has
assured the Student Staff Council
that the measure is intended as an
instrument to enable study
advisers to oust recalcitrant and
poor performing students.
Although the Student Staff
Council remains opposed to the
measure, it is prepared to

cooperate provided two
requirements are satisﬁed.
Firstly, a monitoring group
should be set up to give a binding
opinion every time the BSA is
amended, and secondly the SSC
must be closely involved in the
evaluation of the BSA and any
follow-up measures. /YG1

.((69$19(/8:ǉǉ

NRUW
ǋǋ68&&(66)8/678'(176

$SSOLHGXQLYHUVLW\VWXGHQWVGRZHOO
News ﬁgures from the Association of
Universities show that university of
applied sciences (HBO) graduates do
remarkably well on Master’s courses.
Each year, thousands of HBO students
start a transition programme to switch
to an academic university. Many fail as
they turn out not to be suited. But if
they survive the transition programme,
they have an excellent chance of
getting their degree. After ﬁve years, 87
percent have a one-year Master’s
degree, compared with 84 percent of
the other Master’s students. So the HBO
students do better than students with a
Bachelor’s degree from an academic
+23
university.

ǋǋ'/2

&RPSODLQWDERXW3(7ERWWOHVWXG\
The company Tomra, manufacturer of
the collection system for PET bottles,
has submitted a complaint to DLO

about the Wageningen PET bottle
study. The scientiﬁc integrity
committee will investigate the
complaint. Tomra thinks DLO
overestimated the costs of the
recycling system on purpose. But the
Wageningen researchers say they just
created a computational model and
all kinds of outcomes are possible,
depending on the assumptions and
initial parameters. Wageningen UR is
not commenting on Tomra’s
complaint or the committee’s
investigation, which will take at least
$6
three months.

ǋǋ81,9(56,7<2)$067(5'$0

([DPIUDXG
First-year Economics and Business
students at the University of
Amsterdam have been cheating in the
digital exams for the stats module.
The students had to do a weekly
intermediate test. If they performed
well, they could earn a bonus halfpoint for the ﬁnal exam. But
according to university magazine
Folia, they could see the answers by
logging in on two browsers at the
same time. First they did the
exercises in one browser, which then
showed them the correct answers. In
the other browser, the students did
the test again. The board of
examiners has declared all the tests
+23
invalid.

&UDFNLQJDQHJJ
Eggs. You must have eaten some over Easter. Nutritional
superfoods, but more than that too. An egg harbours a
promise: an embryo creature, a symbol of the return of
life. The link with Easter is obvious enough. Fertility in a
chalk wrapping.
As the son of a poultry farmer, I always keep a few
chickens. When I bought some new chickens for ﬁve
euros each, my seven-year-old son said, ‘Papa, that’s
impossible. It’s got a heart, it’s alive, you can cuddle it and
it lays eggs – all that doesn’t ﬁt into 5 euros. That’s much
too little!’ A child often understands the value of life better
than an adult. A child can still be full of wonder about life.
In a liberal market, the price of an egg is determined by
supply and demand, just like the value of a shoe or a car.
For those sorts of dead material things, that’s ﬁne, but for
a live egg? What is the value of the non-material qualities
of an egg? Most eggs destined for consumption are
infertile. You could sit on them for three weeks and they
still wouldn’t hatch. But some farmers put roosters in
with their layer hens, to keep them quieter and for their
welfare. And those eggs are fertile. Some people reckon
that the nutritional value of a fertilized egg is higher than
that of an unfertilized egg. A fertilized egg can pass on life
force, while an unfertilized egg cannot. There are also
people who say that boiling and eating an egg is really a
kind of active abortion. You are taking a potential life. Is
this taking pondering the value of an egg too far?
Too much pointless respect for life? Well, it’s food for
thought the next time you crack an egg. Or is it me that’s
cracked? .HHVYDQ9HOXZ

24 April 2014 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



6 >> news

7,0(2877+(1)8//67($0$+($'
ð $JULFXOWXUDOFROOHJHLQ.DEXO
VORZVGRZQIRUHOHFWLRQV
ð 6XFFHVVIXOSURMHFWéVIXQGLQJ
H[WHQGHGE\PLQLVWHU

This month another 300 students
started on the agricultural teacher
training programme in the Afghan
capital of Kabul. Their numbers
illustrate the success of the
agricultural college, which was set
up by Wageningen UR in 2011.
Hans van Otterloo is project
manager of the National
Agricultural Education College
(NAEC). He is usually stationed in
Kabul but in view of the
unpredictable security situation
around the elections in
Afghanistan, he and his Dutch
team members have returned to
the Netherlands temporarily.
7$/,%$1
The ﬁrst 28 students graduated in
December 2013, says Van Otterloo,
who works for Wageningen UR’s
Centre for Development
Innovation. About half of them will
go on to teach at Agricultural High
Schools in their home provinces.
There are quite a number of these
high schools, explains Van
Otterloo. ‘Many young Afghans are
keen to get an education and seize
every opportunity they can get.
That is why we assume that one
quarter of NAEC students really
will end up teaching.’

7KHUHDUHDIHZJLUOVIURP.DEXODWWKH1$(&QRZEXWWKH\ZLOOQRWEHJRLQJWRWHDFKLQWKHSURYLQFHVODWHU

Afghanistan is still one of the
world’s most dangerous countries.
For years the regime has been
buffeted by repeated attacks by the
Taliban. Up to now, President
Karzai had the support of NAVO
troops but they will be withdrawn
later this year. Karzai is stepping
down himself; having served two
terms he must now make way for a
new president. The elections have
already been held but the results
have not been announced yet. So
far the NAEC not been targeted by

:KHQWKHQHZEXLOGLQJLVUHDG\LQ1RYHPEHUWKHFROOHJHZLOOKDYHVSDFHIRU
VWXGHQWV

the Taliban but tension was
mounting noticeably. Van
Otterloo: ‘Up to now it was doable.
But in the last few months, around
the presidential elections, the
Taliban were carrying out attacks
targeting westerners in general.
There were attacks on a restaurant
and a hotel patronized by many
foreigners, and on an NGO.’ For
Van Otterloo, this was a signal that
it was time to leave the country for
a while.
*,5/6
This brief time out notwithstanding, the teacher training
programme is going very well, says
Van Otterloo. There are now 500
students at the Kabul college.
When the new building is ready in
November, the college will have
space for 800 students. ‘Most of
the students come from the
provinces, which is why the college
provides accommodation as well.’
Meanwhile the CDI is also working
hard on the development of
teaching materials for use in the
provincial high schools.
In future Van Otterloo wants to

study ways of involving women in
agricultural education. ‘We must
look into ways of reaching girls in
the provinces with this education.
Families seldom allow their
daughters to go and study or work
in another town. There are a few
girls from Kabul at the NAEC now,
but they will not be going to teach
in the provinces later.’
The project’s prospects are
good. It was recently announced
that the Dutch ministries of
Foreign Affairs and Economic
Affairs are extending the project
ﬁnancing until the end of 2016.
This brings the total budget since
November to 21.6 million euros.
Wageningen UR has been involved
in the development of Afghan
agricultural education from the
start, and will continue to be
involved, if it is up to Van Otterloo.
The ‘holiday’ has been long
enough for him now. The tension
around the elections seems to be
dying down now so the team
will soon be boarding a plane
again. $OH[DQGUD%UDQGHUKRUVW
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From now on, Wageningen UR’s
secretaries have their own
network: netWURk. The new club
was launched last week on
National Secretaries’ Day in the
presence of a hundred secretaries
and executive board member Tijs
Breukink. Wageningen UR has
around 270 secretaries, from
personal assistants and executive
secretaries to secretaries who serve
an entire department, chair group
or institute.
The aim of the new club is
mainly to enable them to make use
of each other’s expertise and

‘IN FIVE
YEARS
THERE’LL BE
LITTLE SIGN
OF THE FIRE’

:KR"Mart-Jan Schelhaas, DLO researcher
at Vegetation, Forest
and Landscape
Ecology, Alterra
:KDW"A forest ﬁre
destroyed 300
hectares of forest in
the Hoge Veluwe
national park
:K\"The park was
evacuated on Easter
Sunday and the
Kröller-Müller museum
moved all its art to be
on the safe side

experience. An important aid is
therefore the teamsite, a new
website containing all kinds of
useful information for secretaries,
from manuals, meeting rooms and
workshops to announcements,
photos and a diary. The forum is a
key element in the site.
68535,6('
The netWURk is an initiative by
seven secretaries from Facilities
and Services, AFSG and Rikilt.
Spokesperson Anneke Bammens
(F&S) was surprised by the turnout.
She says the new club is more than
just a get-together. ‘We want to act
as a point of contact and to be
consulted, for example when they
are about to buy new software.
We’d like to give our opinion on
the matter.’ 5.

How bad is a ﬁre like that for a nature reserve?
‘In large parks, bigger than the Hoge Veluwe,
ﬁre is not such a problem. In many parts of
Europe and the world, ﬁre is part of the cycle
and big ﬁres break out under natural conditions. Plants and animals have adapted to this.
Certain pine species in the US, for instance,
have cones covered in resin which burst open
in response to ﬁre. They then have a wonderful seedbed, and all the competition is dead.’

$0$=,1**52:7+,1
($5/<5(*,675$7,216
ð 5HJLVWUDWLRQVDUHXSE\PRUH
WKDQSHUFHQW
ð (DUOLHUGHDGOLQHFRPSOLFDWHV
IRUHFDVWVIRUGHJUHH
SURJUDPPHV

It would seem that Wageningen
University can expect a tsunami of
ﬁrst-year students. On 21 April,
55 percent more students had
registered for a place in
Wageningen than around this time
last year. However that is not the
whole story: the numbers are
deceptive as the registration
deadline has been brought
forward.
Prospective students have to
register for a degree by 1 May this
year, for the ﬁrst time. If they
register after that date, the degree

programme can refuse them. The
deadline has been brought forward
because of the so-called study
check, in which the student’s
expectations are assessed in the
light of the degree content to
check that there is a good match.
The idea is that this will reduce the
dropout rate at academic and
applied universities.
The change in the ﬁnal
registration date has led to some
amazing growth ﬁgures.
Economics and Policy, for
instance, is up by 287 percent and
Landscape Architecture by 172
percent. Not all school leavers by a
long way have registered for a
university degree so far. The
national ﬁgure is about 42,000,
whereas last year around 63,000
/YG1
had registered by the end.

),*85(,7287

Why doesn’t the ﬁre brigade let a ﬁre like this
run its course?
‘In the Netherlands, nature areas are fragmented. Fires therefore threaten small populations of vulnerable species. That is why you
want the ﬁre put out.’
How will the heath recover now?
‘Usually quite quickly. We have monitored
that elsewhere on occasion. First specialized
fungi grow on charcoal and charred branches. The pine ﬁre fungus, for instance,
which used to grow in places where forest
workers had made coffee (and is therefore
known in Dutch as the coffee ﬁre fungus). If
the ﬁre was not too ﬁerce, the heather grows
again from the roots, and birch seeds are
blown in. It stays pretty black for the ﬁrst few
months but in ﬁve years there won’t be much
to show for the ﬁre.’ RR

Largest number of patents in Delft / But all specialized universities doing well / Number
of patent families

Illustratie Studio Lakmoes
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Micro-organisms are continually
beset by hostile viruses. They are
therefore armed with various
immune systems, including the
CRISPR-Cas system which is found
in about half of all bacteria. This
system ‘remembers’ viruses it has
encountered before by building
pieces of virus DNA into its
bacterial genome. Then the next
time a bacterium is infected by one
of its old enemies, it recognizes

the DNA fragment and attacks it
straightaway.
It is useful for viruses to be able
to go about their business unnoticed. Spontaneous changes in the
DNA fragments which betray their
presence are therefore positive
traits in their evolution process. A
changed code makes it seem to
bacteria as though they have been
infected by a new virus, prevented
them from responding as fast. At
least, this was the expectation.
A team of Wageningen microbiologists has now demonstrated
that it is not easy for viruses, once
identiﬁed, to operate incognito
again. Even if they change one
third of the over 30 ‘letters’ of the
DNA fragment, a bacterium can

still recognize them, although the
chances of it doing so get steadily
smaller. It turns out that alerted
bacteria adjust their ‘virus
scanners’ by building the changed
DNA fragment into their genome.
That way they still have the evolved
virus on their radar.
9,586'1$
The Wageningen scientists
discovered this by systematically
studying whether bacteria
recognized old enemies. To do
this, they introduced bits of virus
DNA into a large number of microorganisms, with increasing
numbers of letters differing from
the original in their genome. The
researchers then looked to see

whether the piece of DNA they had
introduced had been disposed of.
The microbiologists call their
results a nice step towards a
deeper understanding of the
CRISPR system. ‘We already knew
a lot about bacteria’s short-term
memory,’ says Stan Brouns, assistant professor at Microbiology.
‘But we now see that they also have
a long-term memory which enables
them to recognise viruses which
have changed considerably.’ The
point of all the old DNA fragments
they found in bacteria genomes
becomes clear too. The big question now is how exactly bacteria
update their virus scanners.
The article appears in the
journal PNAS on 7 April. RR

%(('($7+65(0$5.$%/</2:7+,6:,17(5

Dutch beekeepers lost few bee
colonies this past winter. Winter
deaths reached just 9 percent, a
telephone survey of beekeepers
reveals. The survey was carried out
by the Dutch Beekeepers
Association (NBV) and the bee
research group at Wageningen UR.
With over 6000 members, the NBV
is the largest beekeepers’
organization in the Netherlands.
Mortality rates among bee
colonies have been alarmingly high
for years. Some winters 25 percent of
colonies didn’t survive. Last year the
death rate dropped to 13 percent,
which marked the ﬁrst fall in years.
And this decline seems to be
continuing. Bee researcher Bram
Cornelissen, involved in the
research on behalf of Wageningen
UR, calls the result encouraging, but
doesn’t yet see it as a trend.
Cornelissen is cautious when it
comes to explanations for the low

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

ð 1LQHSHUFHQWEHHFRORQLHVGLG
QRWVXUYLYHWKHZLQWHU
ð &DXVHRIORZGHDWKUDWHQRW
\HWNQRZQ

%HHUHVHDUFKLQSURJUHVV

death rate. ‘We only asked about the
mortality rate and not about other
circumstances. But I think in fact
the beekeeper is an important factor
in explaining the low mortality.’
Thanks to all the public attention,
believes Cornelissen, beekeepers are
much more mindful of how they

handle their bees. ‘Some factors you
can’t control, others you can. For
example, how well you take care of
your bees. How alert to diseases you
are and how you treat them, and the
ways you use to ﬁnd out whether
something is amiss.’
The research carried out by

Cornelissen and the NBV is a quick
scan. Every year Van der Zee of the
Dutch Centre for Bee Research
(NCB) studies the winter deaths and
establishes possible causes. These
results will be released in July. RK
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Sex with a Neanderthal? Our ancestors did
don’t seem to have had any qualms about
it. Modern humans and Neanderthals cohabited the earth for about 50,000 years.
About three to seven percent of our genome comes from Neanderthals, researchers
from Wageningen University and their
Edinburgh University colleagues conclude
in the journal Genetics.
Their DNA study puts an end to a longrunning scientiﬁc debate on the explanation for the genetic connection between the
two species. One earlier theory sought the
answer in a common African ancestor.
This scenario seems now to be deﬁnitively
ruled out, although it has been establis-

è,WZDVSUREDEO\DTXHVWLRQRI
SLOODJHDQGUDSHEXWWKHUHPD\
DOVRKDYHEHHQIULHQGO\FRQWDFWé
hed that both humans and Neanderthals
originated from Africa. But Neanderthals
left the African continent about 300,000
years ago, and humans ‘only’100,000 years
ago. ‘We have demonstrated that the genetic similarities between humans and Neanderthals must have come about outside
Africa through sexual contact between
them in Europe and Asia,’ says Laurent

Frantz of the Animal Breeding and Genomics Group at Wageningen University.
There would not have been anything very
romantic about it, he reckons. ‘It was probably a question of pillage and rape, but
there may also have been friendly contact.’
Whatever the case, the ﬁndings do
change our view of human evolution, says
Frantz. ‘Anthropologists used to believe
that modern humans must have quickly
wiped out the more primitive hominids
when they left Africa, because they were
more efﬁcient. But now we know that the
Neanderthal lives on in us.’
3,*
The researchers developed a new method
of analyzing the links between humans
and Neanderthals. They used DNA material from a European, an Asian and a Neanderthal, and divided the genetic code into
a whole series of little blocks, calculating
the ancestry of each block. They then calculated the probability of both ancestry
scenarios. It transpired from this genetic
analysis (the Maximum Likelihood Analysis) that the scenario in which the two species left Africa separately, met later in Eurasia and had sex, was by far the most probable. The method used by Frantz was originally developed for studying genetic variation in Asian pig breeds. Next autumn
he hopes to graduate with a PhD from Wageningen for his research on the evolution
and domestication of the pig. 0DULRQGH
%RR

9,6,21ǉǉ
1DWXUHEDFNRQWKHPDS
'XWFKQDWXUHSROLF\VKRXOGEHŊUPO\URRWHGLQWKHFRP
PXQLW\DQGFRQWULEXWHWRRXUZHOOEHLQJDQGWRWKHHFRQR
P\7KLVSULQFLSOHLVDWWKHKHDUWRINatuurlijk VerderWKH
FDELQHWéVSROLF\GRFXPHQWRQWKHIXWXUHRIQDWXUHLQWKH
1HWKHUODQGV$SRVLWLYHJHVWXUHEXWKDUGWRWHOOZKDWLWV
SUDFWLFDOVLJQLŊFDQFHZLOOEHVD\VJRYHUQDQFHH[SHUW
5REHUW-DQ)RQWHLQRI$OWHUUD
Fontein is pleased with the new vision on nature. ‘This
shows that the ministry wants to work on nature in the
Netherlands again. There is a renewal of positive interest in nature after the dark years under Bleker, when
the government economized on nature and transferred
responsibility for nature policy to the provinces.’ The
Ecological Main Structure, a nationwide network of interconnected nature areas, has been given a new lease
of life and is now called the National Nature Network,
with additional funding allocated to it by the cabinet
last year. Fontein: ‘The government wants nature to be
something people can understand. With that in mind,
it is not just looking ahead but also trying to ﬁt in with
current practice in the provinces.’
What is current practice?
‘All the provinces are working on their provincial nature policy, and are looking for new sources of funding
for nature. Ideas include natural cemeteries, funding
for particular areas, and ﬁnancing through the
‘greening’ of European agricultural policy. New organizational structures and instruments are growing up, so
that citizens are starting to participate in nature policy
and hopefully will also start to help pay for nature development. This vision really ties in with that.’
And what does it mean for the provinces then?
‘I think the provinces still have some questions about
the concrete signiﬁcance of this vision for their policy.
In my view, its main signiﬁcance is symbolic. Central
government is letting us know it is thinking about nature. That is good news, since nature policy was approached negatively under the last cabinet and has been
stagnant for four years because of cuts and an unclear
decentralization process.’ $6

3 52326,7,21
‘Germans would stop complaining about their
health care system if they would familiarize
themselves with that of the Dutch’
1HDQGHUWKDO OHIW DQGKRPRVDSLHQV

Wibke S.U. Roland, who is due to graduate with a PhD
on 25 April in Wageningen
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People eat less of a hamburger in a
crusty roll than in a soft one. Food
that makes us chew hard makes us
feel full faster, it appears. This
insight could help towards
developing food products that help
prevent overeating, and therefore
overweight. Researchers at Human
Nutrition demonstrated this by
getting test subjects to eat hard
and soft meals which were
otherwise identical. They
published their ﬁndings in the
journal Plos ONE at the beginning
of April.
Per lunch, the test subjects
turned out to eat an average of 63
grams, or about 16 percent, less
from a relatively hard meal. In
terms of energy, this means 93
fewer kilocalories. What is more,
the participants did not
compensate for their smaller
lunches by eating more at
dinnertime. The difference may
not seem very big, says Dieuwerke
Bolhuis, a postdoc at Human
Nutrition, but if you can get people
to change their behaviour on a

systematic basis, you make a
difference to levels of overeating.
And this is very welcome in the
battle against overweight, which
affects more than 40 percent of the
Dutch population. It is not so
strange, really, seeing the way the
supermarkets are full of easily
digestible foods that are low on
ﬁbre and high on calories. Lead
researcher Dieuwerke Bolhuis is
therefore disappointed at the lack
of interest in her results in the
food industry. Giant food producer
Nestle did fund her experiment,
but it will not be followed up with

further research. ‘In the long term
there will be interest in satiety,’
thinks Bolhuis. ‘After all, people
are more and more interested in
health issues.’
/81&+
In the course of her experiment,
Bolhuis got groups of 50 students
to lunch for two days on as many
hamburger rolls and as much rice
salad as they wanted. At random,
they were offered a ‘hard’ meal on
one of the days, with crusty rolls
and a salad of al dente rice and raw
vegetables. On the other day, they

were given soft rolls, risotto rice
and cooked vegetables. On both
evenings, the students returned for
a normal meal. Meanwhile, the
researchers kept track of precisely
how much the participants ate,
how many bites they took and how
long the food stayed in their
mouths.
In her PhD thesis, Bolhuis had
already shown that, under
laboratory conditions, people eat
less if they take smaller bites. Now
she showed that the same thing
happens at a realistic lunch.
‘Exactly what we expected.’ RR

($7,1*/(660($7'(/,9(56%,*&/,0$7(%(1(),76
ð 2QHTXDUWHUOHVVODQGQHHGHG
IRUIRRGSURGXFWLRQWRR
ð (XURSHZRXOGEHFRPHDJUDLQ
H[SRUWHU

If the whole population of the European Union were to halve its consumption of meat, dairy produce
and eggs, greenhouse gas emissions
would go down by 25 to 40 percent.
What is more, 23 percent less land
would be needed for food production, say researchers from Alterra
and the Netherlands Environmental
Assessment Agency (PBL).

If Europeans just halved their meat
consumption, this would already
yield great environmental beneﬁts.
It would also signiﬁcantly cut water and air pollution as well as the
incidence of cardiovascular
disease, write the researchers in
the journal Global Environmental
Change. Using biophysical models,
they calculated the consequences
for the climate, the environment
and public health of halving the
consumption of animal products
in the European diet and replacing
them with plant-based alternatives.
Along with Jan Peter Lesschen,
Susanne Wagner and Oene Oenema

of Alterra and ﬁrst author Henk
Westhoek of the PBL, British, Italian and German researchers contributed to the research as well.
62<$
The researchers also concluded
that eating half as much meat
would cut nitrogen emissions by
40 percent. It would also enable
Europe to become an exporter of
grains and to cut soya imports by
75 percent.
The climate beneﬁts gained by
halving meat consumption came
out as bigger than the researchers
had expected, says researcher Jan

Peter Lesschen. He notes that a
drop in meat consumption would
have a bigger impact on the climate that all kinds of technical
and agronomic measures in the
agriculture sector. All these steps
towards sustainable farming methods can probably deliver a 30
percent reduction in greenhouse
gases at the most.
The research was carried out by
a European expert group in the
ﬁeld of nitrogen and food (EPNF),
which aims to inform policymakers and consumers about the impact of food on the environment
and public health. $6
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Not everyone thinks this question relates
only to disinterested students. If many
people prefer to go through their lesson
material on their own, thinks 0DUF, then
lectures are superﬂuous. ‘Instead of
tediously long listen and learn lectures
during which much of the audience is
mindlessly copying down what’s said, he
would prefer personal, small-scale teaching. What 6WXGHQW notices in the

ILLUSTRATION: ESTHER BROUWER

Stupid questions really do exist argues
Resource columnist Jan-Willem Kortlever.
And the most stupid question has to be,
‘Sir, will the answers also be posted on
BlackBoard?’

column is actually a lack of empathy. ‘For
people [with] a learning diﬃculty or a disability or hearing problem...[who need the
back-up BlackBoard provides], it’s just
tough luck then, is it?’ he writes, and he
gets support. ‘Who are you to decide how
others should study?’ writes 3LHWHUGH/DDW.
‘Can’t the student decide that for him or
herself or are people only allowed to study
in Wageningen according to the Jan-Willem
Kortlever method?’ But -DQ:LOOHP is sticking to his story: ‘When people know the
information is also on BlackBoard [...],
attention wanes and people take less notice.’ Still wide awake and got an opinion?
Join this discussion on our site.

SRVW
:$1772$,5<2859,(:6722"Email resource@wur.nl.

I think that the government should quickly provide
clarity about the abolition of the basic grant. Last
year the government decided that the grant for both
Bachelor’s and Master’s programmes would be abolished as of September 2015. But on 26 March ScienceGuide.nl reported that this plan would be dealt with
by the Lower House no earlier than this coming September, and by the Upper House even later, this
coming winter or in spring 2015. This is much too
late. Almost every Wageningen Master’s programme
has an application deadline of 1 August. So if you
decide now to take a gap year before starting your
MSc, you won’t know whether you will be entitled to a
basic grant when you return. That’s inconvenient, and
it might be a real pity.
What’s more, this isn’t the ﬁrst time that the government has reconsidered an education decision. Since
I’ve been studying, this has happened at least ﬁve
times. Take the introduction and abolition of the slow
student ﬁne for example, the tightening up of the
public transport pass, the abolition of the basic grant
and last year the postponement of that abolition. And
now too various parties are tentatively revising their
standpoint, so nothing is certain. Good decisions that
students take now may turn out to be total mistakes
in six months’ time. As a result of your ‘good decision’
you don’t do a board year, you don’t gain experience
by travelling to the other side of the world, while that

may have
been an
option.
Taking the
risk that
the government won’t abolish the grants – which I currently
think is most likely – can cost thousands of euros if
instead those plans go ahead.
With its postponement, the government is holding
generations of students ‘captive’ in uncertainty. I
think it should make a clear choice. Only then can
future generations of students plan their education
properly. And are you going to abolish the basic
grant? Then I’ll come and protest in The Hague and
hopefully I’ll be joined by the rest of the Dutch population that is or has been in higher education.
$QQHORX+RRJHUZHUIWKLUG\HDUVVWXGHQWRI6RLO
:DWHUDQG$LU

PHOTO BERT RIJK

Basic grant

&RQWUDGLFWLRQLQWHUPV
Can a university both grow and stay small-scale? We
wrote about this in Resource 16 and it will be a frequent
topic of discussion in Wageningen this year. For Bert
Rijk, research and educational staﬀ member at Plant
Production Systems, it brought to mind this photograph
that he took in a Singapore metro. Yet again it seems
that Wageningen’s problems are world problems.
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The growth in numbers of Chinese
Master’s students at Wageningen

2008

2009

2010

The top 5 MSc programmes with the
most Chinese students, 2013-2014

2011

2012

2013

1

40

2

71

22

42

58

Food Technology

65
85

Environmental
Sciences

3

20
23
141

14

4

Food Safety

34

Plant Sciences

162
185

10
27

Food Quality
Management

5

China Town, Wageningen
The Chinese dominate in the picture of
international students in Wageningen. The
number of Chinese on campus has increased
by a factor of three in ﬁve years. Almost half
the Master’s students are Chinese in some
programmes. Time for some facts.
You will notice the change at once if you have
not been on campus for a few years. What a lot
of Chinese! That is not just an impression — the
ﬁgures show it really is the case. To get straight
to the point: there are 536 Chinese students in
Wageningen. Or 385 Master’s students, 148 PhD
students and 3 Bachelor’s students, to be
precise. That puts China far ahead of the other
countries of origin for our international
students.

But absolute numbers are not everything. A
much more signiﬁcant factor is the growth,
which was meteoric a couple of years ago and is
about 15 percent a year now. One in every ten
Master’s students is Chinese and they make up
a quarter of all international Master’s students.
The numbers on some Master’s programmes
are rising to somewhat worrying levels. Half the
Food Safety students are Chinese and a third of
the Food Technology and Food Quality
Management students come from China. There
is even concern about the dominance of a single
foreign nationality and a special working group
(The International Classroom) is investigating
whether measures should be taken.
Rien Bor is one of those responsible for the
recruitment of international students. He has a

global network that he built up himself with 25
representatives. These are alumni who promote
Wageningen for a fee after returning to their
country of origin. They give information about
Wageningen, hold talks at education fairs and
act as a point of contact for interested
candidates. Bor’s system is unique in the
Netherlands and has served Wageningen well.
The number of Chinese preliminary
registrations for the next academic year
currently stands at 486 already. ‘I expect to end
up with about 600, of whom about 200 will
eventually study here.’
NUTRITION
The crowds in Wageningen are not an isolated
phenomenon as large numbers of Chinese

24 augustus
April 2014
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The top 5 countries of origin for Master’s students 2013-2014

Number of Chinese students

186
totaal in Nederland 6.910

aan een
Universiteit
2.395
348 in Wageningen

496.003

142.090

totaal in
buitenland
645.003

Elders in
de wereld

China

Greece

57

Germany

37

32

Indonesia

Italy

The top 5 countries for PhD students 2013-2014

148

66

China

Germany

62

Ethiopia

choose to study abroad. According to ﬁgures
from Nufﬁc, a total of 645,000 Chinese were
enrolled at foreign higher education institutions
in 2011, 60 percent more than ﬁve years earlier.
Most Chinese study in the US, or Japan and
Australia, which are relatively close by. There
were about 149,000 Chinese students in Europe
in 2011, most of them in the United Kingdom,
France and Germany.
The Netherlands is a minor player on the
global and European scene. Nufﬁc’s ﬁgures
show that 6910 Chinese studied here last year, of
whom 2395 at an academic university. Delft
attracts the most students, closely followed by
Wageningen, Tilburg and Rotterdam. However,
Wageningen has the highest proportion of
Chinese students.

47

Indonesia

45

Brasil

Total number of Chinese students 31,308,378 (2011)

68

149.000 totaal
in Europa

Many of them choose a degree in nutrition. Bor
says that is not due to a government strategy.
‘Food safety and food security are a big problem
in China,’ says Bor. ‘Students are aware of that
and that explains their preference for nutrition
and the environment. But I don’t think it’s a
speciﬁcally Chinese thing. You see the same
thing in other countries with similar problems.’
Sources:
Internationalisering in beeld, 2013 (Nuﬃc)
Education Monitor 13/14 (Wageningen UR)
Quality & Strategicv Information (Corporate ER&I,
Wageningen UR)

30.663.345

EXPENSIVE
China itself has about 75 agricultural
universities. Five of them operate at the
national level. Wageningen has good
contacts with three Chinese universities:
China Agricultural University (CAU,
Beijing), Nanjing Agricultural University
(NAU) and Northwest A&F University
(Yangling). Most Chinese students in
Wageningen come from the east coast, the
wealthiest part of the country. Chinese who
go abroad for their Master’s have to pay for
their own costs. Two years spent studying in
Wageningen can easily cost 50,000 euros.
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Chinese in Wageningen
Chinese students never go out, spend every evening studying, speak poor English and
only talk to one another. These are just a few of the preconceptions about this large group
of students. But how much of that reputation is based on fact? Resource asked three
Chinese students what their life in Wageningen is really like.
text: Nicolette Meerstadt / photos: Sven Menschel

‘Nice to look at good-looking boys’
Coco Liu, Management and Economics Master’s second year
‘Before I came here, I expected a free life in Wageningen. I was looking forward
to making friends with students from all over the world and to party. The Italians and
Germans are my favourites, but it turns out I don’t really like the parties here,
they are way too noisy. I prefer to sit at the bar and drink a beer with my
close friends.
‘This is my ﬁrst time abroad, and I really wanted to travel. Rome and
Florence are my favourite places. I watched a lot of movies about that
area. Also, the Chinese poet Zhimo Xu wrote beautifully about it. In
Greece I wore a bikini for the ﬁrst time. I saw lots of sexy people with chiselled abs and great tans. I want to be like them, so I started going to the
gym. We have a we-chat group for ﬁtness. We encourage each other,
share experiences and train together. Chinese girls usually don’t like
to develop muscles so much; back home I used to do aerobic exercise,
like badminton and jogging. I really like to watch hot boys in the gym.
‘I did an ACT project with six Dutch students. At ﬁrst I felt very
lonely and hid my emotions. I only listened during the discussions,
but I didn’t like that. During the breaks I started to speak to them. I
was not very conﬁdent with my English, but they were very patient with
me. One girl translated everything for me.
Some Chinese students don’t speak up in groups. It is partly a language
thing, and a lack of conﬁdence. On the other hand, in group work some problems we don’t need to discuss when the answer is so obvious.
‘Chinese people like to show their best aspects to others, to create a perfect image. We like harmony. When I have problems I prefer to write them
down and listen to music. I don’t trouble my friends with my problems
often; I prefer to solve them by myself. It’s not good to build relationships
on your troubles.
‘In my ﬁrst year I was not so open as I am now. But after my ﬁrst summer I realized I can be more independent. Gradually I feel more comfortable living here.’
RESOURCE — 24 April 2014
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‘I carry the pressure around with me in my heart’
Hanbin Qiao, Animal Science Master’s second year
‘I am an example of the serious student. Parties can be fun, but they ruin
the next day, and I have work to do. My family is not rich and I am here on a
scholarship. I was not very well prepared for living abroad and this made the
ﬁrst year difﬁcult. I didn’t speak much, it was difﬁcult to even understand the
teachers. I was afraid of failing exams, because if I get behind I have to pay a
very high tuition fee myself. That is why I don’t have free time like Dutch students do; I work very hard to make sure I pass.
‘Every day I feel stress within me. My family give up their comfort so I can
study here. My mother taught me “you have to work hard, then you can get a
better life”. Every day they struggle for me. And as long as I have success they
are comfortable. I don’t have ways to release that stress, I just keep that pressure in my heart.
‘I live in the Earth house, where we don’t share facilities, and after a year I
still don’t really know who the neighbours are. I have my friends and Chinese
girlfriend, so there is not much motivation to ﬁnd new friends.
‘In my second year I started to notice the difference in systems. In China
your supervisor is like a parent who takes care of you academically, and we are
like children. The Dutch system wants you to be independent, but we want to
follow, we need guidance. Here your supervisor is often a PhD student who is
more like an equal, and the second supervisor is a really busy professor. The
‘power distance’ between me and my superiors is in my heart, so I keep silent
and do what I am told. Meanwhile I am also very afraid to make a wrong move
because I may get a study delay.
‘There are two main kinds
of goals that Chinese students have here. The ﬁrst is
to achieve a high academic
level. The second kind is
the group that wants to
get work experience abroad.
This gives you an advantage if you aim for management jobs back home. I
am in the latter category. I
want to have work experience here, but eventually I
want to go back to China
because I belong to that
land.’

‘Free to come and go as I please’
Ang Li, Environmental Sciences Master’s second year
‘I have been on the board of the Chinese Association for Students and
Scholars in Wageningen (CASSW) for almost two years now. The purpose of
CASSW is to help Chinese students live happily here. We help new students
from before they arrive and we organize events.
‘Just like any other group, Chinese students are different from person to
person. Some like to party, and some are more serious. I am an average student, I am OK with a seven. As long as I graduate, my parents are happy too.
‘When I ﬁrst moved here I did feel lonely sometimes. In China I always
shared a room with at least three other girls. When I got my room in Bornsesteeg, I felt lonely when I was alone in my room. Especially during the summer holiday, there was absolutely nobody. Now I have learned to plan some
trips in those periods. I really like to travel through Europe. In China I need a
visa to travel abroad, here I am free to go where I want.
‘In my free time I like to hang out with friends. As girls we like to eat together and gossip. The boys have drinking games, play poker and Mah-jong and
have serious discussions about research. There are two big events when all
the Chinese students come together to celebrate: the Spring festival and the
Mid-Autumn festival.
‘Like many other Chinese, I will apply for a ‘search year’, a visa for a year to
ﬁnd a job in the Netherlands. I will stay here as long as I can. But eventually I
will go back home. Because of the one-child policy I am the one who has to
take care of my parents.’
24 April 2014 — RESOURCE
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Making their mark in China
A global overview of Wageningen UR’s active projects in China over the past year.
PARTNER IN INNER-MONGOLIA
The Yili Group is one of China’s largest dairy
producers. In 2008, the company ran into problems
after melamine, which is toxic, was found in infant
formula. This prompted Yili to focus more on food
quality, which brought it into contact with Wageningen
UR. The Chinese company has now opened an R&D
department on the Wageningen campus, its ﬁrst site in
Europe.

MEASURING CARBON DIOXIDE
Wouter Peters, associate professor in the Meteorology
and Air Quality group, is using his CarbonTracker to
pick up local variations in CO2 concentrations. Such
ﬂuctuations are signs of undiscovered sources and
drainage sumps releasing carbon dioxide. His
collaboration with scientists in Beijing and Nanjing has
also given him access to Chinese measurement data.

DAIRY UNION
There is a growing demand for dairy products in China
but quality is also under pressure. Last year, the SinoDutch Dairy Development Centre (SDDDC) was set up in
Beijing to tackle these two challenges. Wageningen UR,
FrieslandCampina and the China Agricultural
University work together in this research centre on
dairy products. The intention is for the SDDC to evolve
into a fully ﬂedged science and training centre.

SUSTAINABLE RURAL AREAS
China’s fast economic growth and gradual transition to
a market economy are proving a challenge for rural
areas when it comes to using natural resources in a
sustainable manner. In the SURE (Sustainable Natural
Resource Use in Rural China) study, Wageningen
researchers investigated ways of encouraging such
sustainable use of natural resources.

RESOURCE — 24 April 2014
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HEALTHY SEAS
Human activities are causing increasing quan
nutrients to end up in China’s rivers. Substan
as nitrogen, phosphorus and carbon are carri
ocean and are aﬀecting the biological system
coastal areas. Wageningen scientists have be
commissioned by the Dutch Organization for
Research (NWO) to research this eutrophicati
Models should provide a better picture of the
and consequences.
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NEW POTATOES
Chinese potato farmers lag far behind in terms of
know-how. Together with the Potato Institute, PRI is
now trying to do something about that in Heilongjiang
Province. Farmers are learning how to store their
potatoes more carefully, protect them better from
disease and get better seed potatoes.

FIGURING OUT VEGETABLES
Guusje Bonnema, associate professor in the Plant
Breeding group, has been collaborating with the
Institute of Vegetables and Flowers in Beijing for ten
years now. She works with Chinese scientists in the
Sino-Dutch lab to map the genetic material in crops
such as cabbages and tomatoes. This not just basic
research but is also aimed at enabling more eﬃcient
plant breeding.

GREEN CITY
Design a completely new city district full of
greenhouses, greenery and homes for 60 thousand
people. This was the rather ambitious assignment DLO
was given by Cofco, the Chinese equivalent of Unilever,
and Fangshan, a district of Beijing. The plan now on
paper will be implemented over the next few years.

GREEN ZONES
Alterra is making plans for agro-parks in various places
in China. These are clusters of modern agricultural and
horticultural businesses and their suppliers. Clustering
brings economies of scale, facilitates transport and
enables closed resource cycles. DLO researcher Paul
Smeets has already sold designs to Shanghai, Shandong, Changzhou and Tanchang.

LEARNING ABOUT LILIES
quantities of
bstances such
carried to the
stem in the
ve been
n for Scientiﬁc
hication.
of the causes

The Sino Europe Agricultural Development Center can
be found at Number 1, Wageningen Road Courses are
given on ornamental plants such as lilies and research
is carried out in collaboration with the Wageningen
Plant Breeding group and Dutch companies, strategic
director Jaap van Tuyl explains.
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Pioneers in
the far east
It’s impossible to miss for anyone walking around the campus or reading
the list of Wageningen research projects: Wageningen and China have
a special connection. What is less well known is that this relationship
started with the personal friendships between Wageningen researchers
and their Chinese doctoral candidates. Three of them tell their story.
text: Albert Sikkema

I

n 1997 the Chinese student Yuling Bai sent a letter
to Evert Jacobsen, Professor of Plant Breeding
requesting the opportunity to gain her doctorate
in Wageningen. ‘I knew nothing at all about
Wageningen and actually wanted to go to the
United States,’ says Yuling Bai, who has been
working in Wageningen now for almost 17 years. ‘But in

ETIQUETTE
The Chinese and Dutch are
similar, thinks Arthur Mol.
‘Both are very goaloriented, are keen to solve
problems and are
passionate about making
things happen.’ But it
must be said, the Chinese
are less direct, says Nico
Heerink. ‘I soon learned
that if I ask my Chinese
colleagues something and
the answer is “no
problem”, it will take them
a lot of eﬀort to get it
done. If they answer

“maybe”, it’s absolutely
impossible.’
Another lesson is that as a
foreigner you must never
speak ill of your Chinese
partner in public. ‘You
can’t speak negatively
about someone in public,
because you’ll cause that
person to lose face. But
one-to-one, you can speak
very clearly.’ This rule also
applies to China itself. ‘In
public you must not be
critical of the country. As a
foreigner you mustn’t oﬀer

advice in the form of: you
should do this and that.
No, you work with local
partners and these
partners can exert
inﬂuence on policy.’ As a
rule, these partners are
strongly nationalistic, says
Mol. ‘Among themselves,
they’ll voice criticism of
the government and the
party, but if a foreigner
says the same thing,
they’ll get angry.

the opinion of the scientiﬁc committee awarding the
grant, if you wanted to study horticulture you had to go to
Wageningen. That was “top of the world”.’
And evidently the committee knew what it was talking
about. In the 1990s, the Netherlands, small as it is, was the
world’s second largest exporter of agricultural products.
China could learn a lot from the Dutch example, thought
the communist leaders. And so Chinese delegations came
to the Netherlands to have a look round the glasshouses.
Scouts were sent out too, among other places to
Wageningen.
Researcher Qu Futian was one of them. He found
himself with development economist Nico Heerink.
‘Futian’s superior had told him to keep his eyes peeled,’
relates Heerink. But as it turned out, in time both parties
beneﬁtted, because when Qu later left he invited Heerink,
with whom he had struck up a friendship, to visit him at
Nanjing Agricultural University. Eventually that led to
joint research related to sustainable land use. ‘Qu Futian
opened a great many doors for us,’ says Heerink.
Another scout found himself with Arthur Mol,
Professor of Environmental Policy. ‘In 1995 the Chinese
student Zhang Lei did her thesis study for the MSc in
Environmental Sciences with me. She was an average
student, but a very good networker and even while she was
still a student, she managed to convince me that I should
visit China. And so in 1996 I went there for the ﬁrst time.
Almost nothing but bicycles, cold hotels and hardly

24 augustus
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China looked to the Netherlands for ideas on how to boost food production.

anybody who spoke English, but nonetheless it made a big
impression. During that ﬁrst visit in fact, I made the
contacts on which I’ve built my current network in
China.’
PRESIDENT
Today Arthur Mol is a well-known person in China. He
collaborates with the Chinese Academy of Sciences and
for years now he has been a guest lecturer in Environment
Policy, these days at Tsinghua University, where China’s
upper echelons of management are educated. One of his
doctoral students is now a professor at this prestigious
university and one of his early contacts is the university’s
president. ‘When you are collaborating, that helps. You’ve
got a safety net higher up and it’s easier to arrange things.’
Mol is one of the few Dutch people to have written a
book that has been translated into Chinese. His textbook
about ecological modernisation, a theory in which
development and environmental management go hand in
hand, is compulsory reading for environmental students

in China. He goes to China on average three times a year.
Each and every year Nico Heerink resides in China for
no less than four months. Every summer, from early May
to early September, he can found at Nanjing Agricultural
University or Zhejiang University. As a guest lecturer, the
development economist teaches at both universities, and
he writes articles with his Chinese colleagues.
Over the years they have been visiting China, Heerink
and Mol have seen how the country has slowly changed,

‘China is reticent about employing
foreign knowledge.
Instances are few and far between’
opening up to outside inﬂuences. But large-scale
international research programmes are still quite rare,
knows Mol. ‘The country is reticent about employing
foreign knowledge. Instances are few and far between.’

>>
24 April 2014 — RESOURCE
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Nico Heerink

Arthur Mol

Innovation through irrigation.

>>

Evert Jacobsen

Instead, China’s chosen strategy is to wholeheartedly
support doctoral research by offering generous grants
for a stay at a foreign university. The country is making
convenient use of what is known as the sandwich
fellowship, which involves the recipient spending the ﬁrst
and fourth years in Wageningen and the intervening years
doing research in China. The beneﬁts are twofold: ﬁrstly,
the doctoral candidate learns the Western method of
doing research and the English language, which opens
doors to the international knowledge economy; and
secondly, he or she researches a relevant issue in China.
That gives China immediately useful research and
reduces the likelihood of a brain drain of Chinese research
talent.
Evert Jacobsen, too, is watching China’s scientiﬁc
development. A breeding industry that invests in
knowledge, for example, is still negligible. ‘China’s
agricultural research is about 50 years behind our own,’
says Jacobsen. ‘The state-owned research institutes
develop new varieties while the breeding companies stick
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Erosion control: the restored terraces of the Loess Plateau.

to selling seed.’ But this is changing rapidly, he knows,
due in part to the arrival of foreign breeding companies
and the mergers between Chinese seed ﬁrms and
government institutes.
CHANGE
Arthur Mol is certain that come what may the development
cooperation phase is over. ‘China believes unerringly in
the knowledge economy. More than the Netherlands does.
For us, this makes China an interesting place to work: it is
highly dynamic and developing rapidly. As they are quick
learners, the Chinese are constantly innovating. Moreover,
they do interesting experiments. For example, to reduce
the number of cars they auction off licence plates. And in
an effort to reduce smog, every day 20 per cent of cars
aren’t allowed to drive. I’m curious, will that work? And
for how long?’
As yet, hundreds of doctoral candidates still form a
connection between China and Wageningen, but Heerink
thinks this success formula will soon be a thing of the

past. ‘Most Chinese students are highly focused on the job
market. After their MSc they want to ﬁnd a job, get married
and buy a car and a house. That lends status. A PhD
position, which means spending another four years in
relative poverty, is something they are aspiring to ever
less. This is why it is difﬁcult these days to ﬁnd good
people for a sandwich PhD.’
In any event, the pioneers of yesteryear have found
good positions. Today Qu Futian is the mayor of a Chinese
provincial city of 5.5 million residents. Zhang Lei, the ﬁrst
Chinese student at Environmental Sciences and the
person who invited Arthur Mol to China, gained her PhD
in Wageningen and is now an associate professor at
Renmin University in Beijing. ‘I still collaborate with her a
great deal,’ says Mol. After gaining her PhD, Yuling Bai
remained in Wageningen. She was appointed associate
professor and is now on a tenure track to hold a personal
chair at Plant Breeding. But she still returns every year to
her university in Henan; she regards it as an honour to
teach there.
24 April 2014 — RESOURCE
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IS THE UNIVERSITY
BURSTING AT THE SEAMS?
The university is going through a growth spurt. Student numbers have
been growing fast for several years and they are expected to grow by 50
percent in the coming ﬁve years. How will that many students aﬀect the
quality of education and the atmosphere in student life in Wageningen?
text: Romy Appelman / photo: Rob Goossens

Emilie Scheggetman

Jan Schakel

BSc Biologie
‘The fact that it is growing so fast is
good news for the university, of
course, but they do need to be able to
cope with the growth by offering
adequate facilities. Fortunately they
are building on campus again, and
that will have to continue. We are going to need more
rooms as well. A friend of mine was in endless temporary
rooms before Idealis could offer her a place. And that will
get a lot worse in future. They could also give lectures on
the internet, but I am not convinced that is a good idea.
And of course you can’t do practicals online.’

Lecturer in the Rural Sociology chair
group
‘This week I taught a class about
which forces govern ‘technology’.
We looked at concepts such as
‘instrumentalism’, ‘determinism’
and ‘constructivism’. I know from
long experience that you can teach something like that
better in a small group than to 400 students at a time. On
the other hand, there are all sorts of technologies available
which make it easier – polls, student response systems,
and apps on smartphones. But, in line with our classes
this week, I do wonder whether this is what we want. Or is
this educational technology setting the agenda (distance
learning), whereas that is not actually what we want in
Wageningen? I’m not keen on it myself. At least, not as a
new educational philosophy.

Majed AlMuhanna
MSc Food Safety, from Saudi Arabia
‘Growth is good, because it means
more students can be accepted. But
the classes are already pretty full. To
me, it is important to have a good
relationship with my professor and
my supervisor, and that will soon be
difﬁcult. And it is impossible to maintain the quality you
can now offer 10 students if you have 30 students. Also, we
are now in a small town where everyone knows everyone. I
think if student numbers grow much more some people
will feel out of things. And there will be a housing problem
of course, especially for the Dutch students. They should
not try to cope with that by using poor temporary housing
like those containers on the Haarweg. So my advice is to
grow more slowly, otherwise the quality will go down.’

Maikel Sieben
BSc Biology
‘There are two sides to growth. On
the one hand, we shall soon lose the
village atmosphere. I come from a
village myself, so to some extent I
came here for that. We shall all
become numbers, and it will
probably all become less personal. But there will be more
money, which opens up possibilities for improving the
education. In the end, though, it would be a shame if soon
you walked into a bar and didn’t know anybody. I can’t
imagine that at the moment, actually.’
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Construction on campus: Helix

Simone Ritzer

Suzi Pijnenburg

Member of student council
‘I hope that in spite of the growth,
our university won’t lose its identity
as a small-scale, personal institution.
We see digital education as
supplementary to regular education,
providing scope for extra support or
indeed for an extra challenge for students who are looking
for that. Lectures for large groups could also be followed
online, leaving more time and space for teaching in
smaller groups. But I would see completely replacing
regular education with digital education as a deterioration
of standards.’

BSc Food Technology
‘How can I predict what it will be like
if Wageningen grows? I have never
studied at a large university, so I
don’t know what that is like. Little
Wageningen is nice, but I have heard
that big student cities are fun too. I
do wonder how they are going to arrange all the practicals.
On my programme there are quite a lot of them and I
imagine that must be tricky with a very large group.’

24 April 2014 — RESOURCE
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MULTICULTI FASHION SHOW
The multitude of colours was dazzling during One World Week, the annual festival devoted to Wageningen
University’s international personality. From 10 to 16 April the diversity of cultures at Wageningen University
was celebrated with a range of activities. One of the highpoints was the international fashion show, in which
the models paraded along the catwalk wearing their country’s traditional dress.
LvdN, foto’s Guy Ackermans

CHILE

NEPAL

MALAYSIA

NIGERIA

Daniela Bustos Korts
PhD student at Biometris
China The colourful dress is worn
when the national dance, the cueca, is performed. The cueca resembles the courtship behaviour of
roosters seeking to impress a hen.
The white handkerchief is an
essential element of the dance.
Women would rather dance holding a paper napkin than with empty hands.

Rajesh Joshi
MSc Animal Breeding & Genetics
Dhaka topi The traditional headwear.
Daura-suruwal Nepali men have
worn this combination of trousers
and shirt for centuries, especially
on oﬃcial occasions.
East coat or waistcoat makes the
daura-suruwal more informal.

Sabrina Zaini
MSc Biotechnology
Baju kurung Part of Malaysian
cultural heritage. Almost every
woman has one hanging in her
wardrobe. The more important
the occasion, the more colourful the fabric and the more
ﬂamboyant the design.

Seyi Alalade
MSc Biotechnology
Iro buba Together the iro (skirt) and buba
(blouse) form the outﬁt traditionally worn
by women of the Yoruba tribe. The skirt is
made of traditional Ankara fabric. These
clothes are worn mainly at weddings and
other celebrations, and to church.
Gele The Yoruba were among the ﬁrst to
turn the headscarf into an adornment. The
Gele is made of Aso-oke, a woven textile
invented by the Yoruba.
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Tips for development cooperation

They are usually a nice extra for the
hard-working staff who serve you,
but on 17 May tips will be heading
somewhere else. All the money collected on that day in the participating hotel and catering venues will
go towards development projects.
‘Because,’ says Irene van Rijsewijk,
student of Economics and Consumer Studies and chair of the Wageningen branch of Tipping Night,
‘actually it’s not that logical that
you can study and still be able to
afford a beer in the pub.’
Tipping Night is already a wellknown and successful event in more than ten student cities, but it is
new to Wageningen. Organizers
Irene van Rijsewijk, Emmy Nannes, Sophie Lot, Ileen Wilke and
Floor Dieleman all responded to a
call posted on the intranet. ‘We
didn’t really know each other beforehand, only via via,’ says Irene,
‘but we clicked at once. I think
that’s because we all have the same
attitude: we are doing it from the
heart and we want to make an effort for development cooperation.
That connects us.’
WATER WELLS
The total amount received in tips
on 17 May will be doubled by Im-

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

To build a bridge between night
life and development
cooperation, that’s the aim of
Tipping Night. This student
initiative is being held in
Wageningen for the ﬁrst time this
year. And every euro you give
will be doubled.

From left: Sophie Lot, Emmy Nannes, Irene van Rijsewijk and Floor Dieleman. Ileen Wilke is not in the photo.

pulsis, which supports private initiatives. Then that money will help
fund ﬁve small-scale, sustainable
projects in developing countries.
Every year the various projects are
selected nationally. ‘It’s about sustainable aid projects,’ says Emmy.
‘The idea isn’t that a lot of money
is pumped into a project and then
the aid organization ceases to be
involved and leaves. Take the Mirre
Foundation’s project for example.
Not only have water wells been installed, the local population has
been trained to repair them when
necessary.’
Meanwhile, the ﬁve students
are busy doing promotional work
and launching the initiative. ‘Reac-

tions are already very positive,’ says
Emmy Nannes, who is also studying Economics and Consumer
Studies.
STUDENT BANDS
At present 23 hotel and catering
venues are participating. ‘It is a
simple idea,’ says Irene, ‘but you
can quickly collect a lot of money,
especially as it is a national
initiative.’ There will be activities
and performances all through the
day and night; one of the
performers is the Wageningen
singer/songwriter Marianne
Heinis. ‘Initially I wanted to bring
lots of major performers to
Wageningen, but we don’t have

enough start-up capital for that,’
explains Emmy. ‘But let’s not
forget that the real aim is to give as
much money as possible to
development aid; we are supposed
to be using our start-up capital for
necessary things like permits.’ So
the ladies are sticking to local
student bands and a band from
Pantarijn school. In addition,
many hotel and catering venues
are organizing a performance or
activity of their own. ‘Tipping
Night may be a student initiative,
but it is intended for everyone,’
says Irene. ‘That’s why it is
important that there is something
for everyone to do.’ Milou van der
Horst

Funding for tropical greenhouse
Gelderland province wants to
invest almost 25,000 euros in
student accommodation in the
former tropical greenhouse on
the old Dreijen campus. Thus
saving the greenhouse from
demolition.
A provincial subsidy was an
important condition for realizing

the plan put forward by
Vandenbrink Property in Ermelo.
The company is keen to build 80
apartments for students in and
around the former greenhouse.
Speciﬁcally, 20 homes in the
greenhouse and 60 in two adjacent
buildings that will be connected
with the greenhouse via pedestrian
bridges.

The provincial funding will
come from the Housing Impulse
Plan. The province’s day-to-day
management team is dividing 8
million euros over 18 building
projects that would otherwise be
difﬁcult or impossible to realize.
The greenhouse, which itself dates
from 1983, would seem to be
saved. Early attempts by student

Sander Onsman to give the
premises a new function failed.
The construction project will
cost close to 5 million euros in
total. The province’s contribution
amounts to 238,000 euros.
Construction is due to start in May
2015. A little over a year later, the
ﬁrst students will be able to move
RK
in.
24 April 2014 — RESOURCE
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GONE WILD
Major commotion in the urban
Randstad region. Last week a cow
escaped in the centre of
Amstelveen. According to their
own sources, the local police spent
hours trying to catch the beast.
When an agent was nearly knocked
down and children got close to the
scary animal, patience ran out. The
police shot the cow dead.

Passing on the tools
Every Tuesday evening
volunteers at the Student Bike
Workshop repair bikes for
students free of charge. The ﬂood
of custom has made a success of
the initiative, but at the end of
the summer the group of bicycle
menders looks likely to
disintegrate.
Reaching the foot of the slope leading down to the Forum basement,
you seem to have landed in a pit
stop: a group of students waits patiently in line for six mechanics
dressed in orange overalls, all of
whom are running about in an effort to help everyone. A bike is essential to the Wageningen student
and that makes the services of the
six-strong team invaluable. The repair is free, except for parts.
Unfortunately, the club’s continued existence hangs in the balance because most of the volunteers

will be packing their
bags after the summer.
The Dutch student-mechanic Rob van Olst says
he’s worried about the
future of the repair
team: ‘Many of the bikes
students are riding
around on are in a perilous state, some don’t
even have brakes. The
university is very happy
that we are working to keep students safe in this way.’
But at present customers sometimes have to wait up to two hours,
says another volunteer, Oscar Castellanos from Columbia. ‘That’s
why as of now we are also giving
students the tools they need and
instructions.’ This is improving
the ﬂow and it means that if the
number of volunteers drops, we’ll
be able to cope.’
To give the team some continui-

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

PAINFUL PRICK
An American student let himself be
stung by a bee on his penis.
Voluntarily. And he didn’t
stop there. The young
man wanted to
discover the
most
sensitive
part of
his
body. He
concluded
that
the inside of his nose
is the most painful spot to be
stung. The research was in-depth.
Bees were allowed to get
absolutely everywhere; to examine
some sting sites the student ‘really
needed a mirror’.

ty, it is hoped that a Dutch BSc student will join, partly because knowledge of Dutch bicycles is also wanted. But if international students
are willing to roll up their sleeves,
Rob says they are equally welcome.
‘The most important thing is that
you are prepared to learn; most often it’s a question of something
basic, like a puncture,’ he says.
Anyone who is interested can
come along on a Tuesday from
18.00 to 20.00. Karst Oosterhuis

OLD
Not yet thirty and in the prime of
your life? That’s what you thought.
American research shows that the
turning point is passed at 24 years
of age. After that we think and
react ever more slowly. The
researchers based their ﬁndings on
analysis of game results for StarCraft 2, an intergalactic computer
game. The good news is that ‘old
people’ compensate for this
handicap. In other words, if you’re
not quick, you must be clever.

ONE DEGREE
Got a low grade? Then it was no
doubt too hot or too cold in the
hall. Everyone has their own
optimum temperature when it
comes to performing well,
researchers in Leiden have
demonstrated. On a simple test
that easily makes the diﬀerence of
a whole point. So anyone who
performs best at room temperature
has the advantage. Tip: always
keep a warm sweater to hand or
make sure you can take oﬀ a layer.

EASTER FIRE The area between Atlas and Orion was lit
up for a while on Wednesday 16 April. The student
Christian union NSW (Navigators) lit a bonﬁre 10 m3 in
size in tribute to a regional Easter tradition. Dozens of
students gathered around the ﬁre. The Navigators

organize a ﬁre on campus every year and always attract
enough interest to bring students in contact with each
other, which is the aim. As well as toasting a tasty
LvdN, photo Lennart Verhoeven
marshmallow or two.
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EPISODE 29 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<
ILLUSTRATIONS: KIM PETERSE

The story so far: In a ﬁt of jealousy Willem-Jan
lied to Filippo, telling him that Bianca had an
STD. Then Bianca found out.

Tempeh
‘W

hat’s this supposed to be?’ Willem-Jan
wrinkled his nose and stared at the
heap on his plate.
‘Rice with string beans and tempeh marinated
in sweet soy sauce,’ said Vera proudly as she
slid the next plate towards Filippo.
‘So where’s the meat?’
‘It’s something diﬀerent for a change. Tempeh
is supposed to be a good meat alternative.’
‘No meat? And what exactly is tempeh?’
‘Fermented soya beans. It’s full of protein and
ﬁbre and it’s a natural antibiotic,’ reeled oﬀ Vera.
‘Gross! I’m not eating that!’ Willem-Jan pushed his plate
away. Bianca’s silence was noticeable. She hadn’t said a
word to Willem-Jan in days. Vera followed suit and carried
on serving as if she hadn’t heard Willem-Jan. ‘I’m thinking
of becoming a vegetarian. Meat is so unreliable, unhealthy
and bad for animal welfare and the environment that
I...’
‘You mean we’re going to get this every time you cook?’
interrupted Willem-Jan. ‘I’m not going to sit here and eat
rabbit food!’
Filippo watched the developing row uncomprehendingly.
‘What’s the problem?’
‘We are eating rabbit food,’ growled Willem-Jan.
‘Hmm, tasty, Vera,’ attempted Derk. ‘It’s always good to eat
something healthy. Some people just won’t stick their neck
out and try something new. Don’t take any notice.’
‘You don’t have to be such a dick about it,’ said Bianca

unexpectedly. ‘I don’t like it either.’ She smiled sweetly at
Willem-Jan and taking his plate and her own, she headed for
the kitchen. He seemed relieved to ﬁnd support, and
immediately stopped protesting.
Clinking sounds issued from the kitchen and the smell of
fried meat wafted through the room. A little later Bianca
returned and set down a steaming plate in front of WillemJan. ‘Bon appetite,’ she whispered and he smiled gratefully.
Delightedly, he regarded the goulash sitting next to his
tempeh stew and started at once to eat. No, it wasn’t really
tasty, but he was so glad Bianca had apparently forgiven
him that he would have eaten anything. He even ate a
second portion, albeit with some diﬃculty. Bianca evidently
wasn’t so taken with it; the meat stew lay untouched on her
plate.
‘Aren’t you eating your goulash?’ Willem-Jan asked her a
little while later.
‘Goulash?’ she laughed spitefully. ‘No, that’s cat food.’

Resource follows events at Mortierstraat 14B

Two new parties for student council
This year as many as three
parties will be battling for
students’ votes. Alongside VeSte,
there are two new parties in the
student council elections: a
Christian party and a green international party.
After an absence of seven years,
the Christian Student Party (CSF)
is involved again this year. The party is not a reincarnation of the

Christian party which ﬁzzled out in
2007, but a new initiative, says cofounder Jan-Willem Kortlever. All
the candidates come from the
christian student societies, but the
party does not intend to focus exclusively on the societies. Religious
international students are a major
target group too, as are other uninvolved students. For the CSF the
university is not just a place for intellectual development but also for

personal development. ‘It is important to think about your attitude to life and how that inﬂuences
how you relate to your fellow human beings. In that area there
needs to be space for religion too.’
The second newcomer on the
scene is a green international party
called Sustainability & Internationalisation. S&I has ﬁve candidates
standing for election: four Chinese
and one Greek, who want to focus

on international topics and stimulate sustainable plans at the university.
VeSte, which currently has eight
members on the student council,
has seven candidates standing for
election. The other 23 people on
its list are so-called ‘list-pushers’
who support the party’s standpoints, but do not wish to sit on
the council. The CSF has some listpushers too: nine in total. LvdN
24 April 2014 — RESOURCE
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>> PARTIES
The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie. Check
www.wageningenup.nl for all parties.

SSR-W - TECHNO LOGIC
Thursday 24 April from 22.00 to 05.00
On the last Thursday before the revision and
exam weeks, SSR-W is organizing a futuristic
party. Enjoy a special hour of Techno and see
yourself in special-effect mirrors. And they’ll be

serving a special cocktail at the bar: the Alien
Hemorrhage. Entry two euros, and don’t forget
your student card.
SSR-W – ORANJEBAL
Friday 25 April from 23.00 to 05.00
The famous ‘Orange ball’ is the best-known frat
party in Wageningen. The royalist men-only
fraternity De Toebacksuyghers are throwing a
great party on the eve of the ﬁrst King’s day.
There’ll be no lack of Oranje bitters and great
music, so come along and join the party.
Dress code: orange of course.
WAGENINGEN – BEVRIJDINGSFESTIVAL
Monday 5 May from 13.00 to 24.00
The biggest festival in Wageningen, totally free,
and in your back garden. You cannot miss this!

On Monday 5 May we celebrate our freedom by
enjoying music in the city centre.
There will be 17 podia with acts including Miss
Montreal, Chef’Special, the SOG Band and
Roog&Erick E.
In the afternoon there is a war veterans’ parade
with military vehicles.
There’ll be a variety of artists, with something
to suit every taste. No excuse at all to stay at
home. For more information go to the
liberation festival site www.
bevrijdingsfestivalwageningen.nl
This feature is provided by the
WageningenUP-team

>> THE WORKS
‘WE DROVE TO THE LAB
IN A ROYAL AUTOCADE’
Who? Erwin Fraij, MSc Food Product Design
What? Four months internship with the Royal Chitralade
Projects
Where? The Royal Residence in Bangkok, Thailand
‘The Royal Residence used to be a villa owned by His Majesty
the King. It’s a lovely complex, with plenty of nature and
enclosed by a canal. The site has various small factories that
make food items like juice, milk products and biscuits. In
my research I am trying to make a fruit juice product using
the ma-kiang berry, which grows only in South-east Asia. If I
succeed, it will be produced in one of these factories.
It’s usual for employees to take their children to their
workplace. Sometimes they visit me to practise their
English. They think I’m cool because I’m the only farang (foreigner)
here. Thai people work hard. The working day starts at eight o’clock,
but they do stop at around 4 p.m. If I work too late, a colleague comes
over to my desk and says, ‘No overtime.’ After work I usually play an
hour’s badminton with colleagues, but as it is 40 degrees outdoors, it’s
not long before I have to stop. Thai people are very open; people in my
street invited me to sing karaoke and have a beer. One time I went to
watch Thai boxing with a colleague.
One of my most unusual experiences was when the King of Thailand
visited one of our projects. That was quite remarkable because he
hardly ever appears in public as he is getting on in years. We drove to

the lab in a royal autocade. There were road blocks on all the roads
(including the motorways), and the whole way along the route residents
waved little ﬂags at us. The king looked good, despite his advanced age.
He was very formal but still friendly.
Protests against the government are still being held regularly in
Bangkok, and sometimes the unrest is very close to us. Once the police
broke up a demonstration near our ofﬁce. Army vehicles and police
vans drove along the street and I could heard the demonstrators
shouting. For a couple of days afterwards I couldn’t go into the city
centre because it was too dangerous. Luckily, things are now peaceful
again. SdK
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wanted/on oﬀer
Oﬀers and requests for goods and
voluntary work for students and
staﬀ. Send no more than 75 words
to resource@wur.nl, with ‘Wanted/
On Oﬀer’ as subject, on the Thursday before publication.

MEANWHILE IN... <<
Major ﬁre in Valparaíso, Chile
In het nieuws: A big ﬁre in the port city of Valparaíso in Chile
destroyed almost 3000 houses last week and cost 15 people their
lives.
Commentary by: Francisca Noya and Alexandra Lobos, both Chilean
researchers at Fresh Food and Chains.
Alexandra: ‘My parents live in Valparaíso and they were at home
when the ﬁre broke out. My friends went to a reception centre
straightaway and within an hour they had got things organized so
as to take in people who ﬂed from the mountains to the valley.
Many of them had lost everything they had, and some of them
came running down barefoot holding babies in their arms. The
air was toxic for three days and it rained ash. I was constantly on
the internet to keep in touch with friends and family.’
Francisca: ‘Valparaíso in the cultural heart of Chile. The
beautifully painted little houses and narrow streets in the valley
are a Unesco heritage site. There are 38 hills in the city, each of
which forms its own neighbourhood.’
Alexandra: ‘It said in the newspaper that the ﬁre was started when
a bird got electrocuted by an electricity cable and caught ﬁre. But
nobody believes that. It is more likely that the burning of forest to
clear space to build new houses got out of hand.’
Francisca: ‘Thousands of volunteers set to work immediately to
help, and they formed a chain to clear the rubble. But the city has
been declared a disaster area, which means the army will see to
everything. Areas are being closed off, so clothing and food that
has been collected cannot get to where it is needed.’
Alexandra: ‘That makes people cross; they don’t trust the
government. It turned out there were no big ﬁreﬁghting planes,
for instance, even though there have been ﬁres before. The
government is just not well enough prepared. That is why we are
not waiting for them. Beneﬁt concerts are being organized and
revenues from football matches have been donated. My parents
want to adopt a family so as to help them make a new start.’ NM

Every Hour Nature
May 25, 2014 is the day: Every
Hour Nature. On this day we want
to be out in nature with as much
young people as possible. In the
Kennemerduinen all day long there
will be fun excursions and lectures. You can enjoy the nice weather
and experience the Nederlandse
Jeugdbond voor Natuurstudie
(Dutch Youth Association for Naturestudy).
INFORMATION: WWW.ELKUURUURNATUUR.NL
OR EMAIL TO JANNAFLEUREN@HOTMAIL.COM.

Potluck Hands on Dreams: Platform
of Inspiration
Are you willing to provide us with
some hands to help us realise
dreams? Do you want to inspire or
get inspired? Or just want to share
some really good food with us?
Join our Potluck! Thursday the 8th
of May, 18:30 Building with the
Clock, Generaal Foulkesweg 37.
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/HANDSONDREAMS

Student Bike Workshop
Wageningen
Student Bike Workshop Wageningen (SBWW) volunteers since one
year ago. We need a new group of
volunteers because many of us will
leave Wageningen after the next
summer. We are facing the end of
the volunteers basically we don’t
have new volunteers (only two).
We need your help to maintain this
idea, student helping for free other
students repairing bikes, how? with
a small interview or using part of
your space to promote and encourage new volunteers. We are every
Tuesday in Forum basement from
18:00 to 20:00 repairing bikes.
OSCAR CASTELLANOS GALINDO.

announcements
Announcements by and for students and staﬀ. Send in a maximum
of 75 words to resource@wur.nl on
the Thursday before publication

(and for the International Edition
include an English version). Subject: Announcements.
Student Council election – lists of
candidates
On 24 April 2014 the Student
Council Election Committee will
publish the lists of candidates at
https://ssc.wur.nl/elections/.
From 24 April 2014, students will
know who might represent them in
the Student Council during next
academic year. The lists of candidates will also be available for inspection at the oﬃce of the Secretary of the Student Council, or via
https://ssc.wur.nl/student/ under
Elections (choose ‘Elections’ in the
left menu). Any person concerned
may lodge a notice of objection to
the validity of a published candidate list until 1 May 2014 inclusive,
with the Secretary of the Student
Council, Hermijn Speelman, Droevendaalsesteeg 4 (Room D.107),
PO Box 9101, 6700 HB Wageningen.
HTTPS://SSC.WUR.NL

Movies for students
From April 24 till May 7 arthouse
Movie W screens four ﬁlms. The socially engaged The Selﬁsh Giant is
about two young friends in a poor
British district. In the intellectual
comedy Venus in Fur a stageactress loses herself in her dominant role. In the Fog is about a
railway worker who is suspected of
sabotage in Nazi occupied Russian
territory. Nymphomanic is a psychological drama about the moralising of sex and the desire for love.
READ MORE ON WWW.MOVIE-W.NL.

Food Fight! What is a sustainable
diet of the future?
On Thursday, 24/04 Green Oﬃce
and The Sustainability Committee
of Aktief Slip organize a lecture
and debate about sustainable eating. Is veganism sustainable? Or
is it enough to be a bit more ﬂexitarian? Should we have large scale
sustainable meat production or eat
organic meat at a local scale. Learn
all the ins and outs of diﬀerent eating styles. Time and location:
19.00 in Forum (C217).

More announcements on page 30
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30 >> service
continued from page 29
Expo 250 Years of Copijn in Green
The exhibition covers 250 years of
garden history in garden designs,
books, photos and drawings.
Admission is free. If you’d like to
attend, please reserve a place by
sending an email to speccoll.libary@wur.nl. Location and Opening
Times: Reading Room of Special
Collections, Forum (bldg. 102), 4
April 2014 - 1 Augut 2014, Monday
to Friday, 9 am - 1 pm and afternoons by appointment only.
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REQUESTS FOR
GROUP TOURS, PLEASE CONTACT SPECCOLL.
LIBARY@WUR.NL OR AT TEL.0317-482701

Story Competition: What is your
ambition?
The Women’s network of Wageningen University is celebrating a
quarter century! Therefore, we are
organizing a story competition
about the ambition of women, now
and in the future. Enter our story
competition (max. 750 words) and
win a workshop writing by Marelle
Boersma! The winner will be announced on the 1st of November.
The deadline for submission is the
1st of June, 2014.
WWW.VWI-NETWERK.NL/VWISCHRIJFWEDSTRIJD.

Joel Salatin comes to Wageningen
Joel Salatin, renowned by Time
magazine as world’s most innovative farmer who also features in
Michael Pollan’s book The Omnivore’s Dilemma (2006) and the documentary ﬁlms Food Inc. and Fresh,
and Imke de Boer, professor Animal production systems, Wageningen, talk about Innovators in agriculture and food systems: closing
cycles. The focus on productivity
in the development of agriculture
has been paired with a disruption
of feed and manure cycles with negative consequences to soil fertility and the environment. Farmers
have become more dependent on
input-supplying industries. However numerous initiatives that, in
very innovative ways, seek to localize cycles are emerging. Sometimes with direct connection to
consumers. These cycles beneﬁt
farmers, their soils and the environment and increase the autonomy of farmers. Making farming into
a more robust and attractive profession. Organisations: OtherWise,
Boerengroep, Rode Hoed, CLM,
Ecominds and De Waard Eetbaar
landschap. Date: 9 May, time:
20.00-22.00 (door open 19.00),

place: Orion. Costs: 10 Euro, Students 5 Euro. It is not possibe to
reserve tickets in advance.
INFO: WWW.ST-OTHERWISE.ORG

Counceling for students with RSI
Free counceling for students of Wageningen University about RSI problems or complaints about pain in
arm neck or shoulder (CANS) every
Thursday from 17-18 pm at the Kolkakkerweg 2 at the practice of Karin Vaessen (therapy).
Also when you have questions
about special mouses, keyboards
or how to prevent RSI/CANS problems while working with the computer or in the lab your welcome at
the free counceling.
The entrance of the practice is at
the left side of the building.
MORE INFORMATION: WWW.BETERBEWEGEN.NL

Monday 5 May, 12.30

BEVRIJDINGSFESTIVAL
The biggest festival in
Wageningen, totally free, and in
your back garden. You cannot miss
this! On Monday 5 May we
celebrate our freedom by enjoying
music in the city centre. There will
be 17 podia with acts including
Miss Montreal, Chef’Special, the
SOG Band and Roog&Erick E.
In the afternoon there is a war
veterans’ parade in downtown
Wageningen with a variety of
military vehicles, some from World
War 2.
There’ll be a variety of artists and
other , with something to suit
every taste. No excuse at all to
stay at home.
WWW.BEVRIJDINGSFESTIVALWAGENINGEN.NL/
PROGRAMMA

Sunday 11 May 16.30

agenda

JAZZ JAM SESSION

Sunday 4 May, 14.30

MICHIEL BUURSEN TRIO
Jasper Somsen in concert with
pianist Michiel Buursen and
drummer Wim Kegel in Loburg.
As Michiel Buursen Trio the three
jazzmusici presents their new cd
‘Awakenications’.

Why not join in the monthly jazz
jam sessions at Cafe de Zaaier?
Every second Sunday in the month,
from four thirty, a large number of
musicians improvise around jazz
standards as well as funk, bossa
nova, etc. bossa, enz.
INFO: LAURENS.GANZEVELD @ WUR.NL

Orion Irregular Opening Hours
in April and May 2014
2014

The Building

Bike basement

Restaurant

The Spot

Saturday Kings Day

26 April

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Sunday

27 April

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Monday

28 April

8 am - 6 pm

8 am - 6 pm

11.30 am - 1.30 pm

8 am - 8 pm

Tuesday

29 April

8 am - 6 pm

8 am - 6 pm

11.30 am - 1.30 pm

8 am - 8 pm

Wednesday

30 april

8 am - 6 pm

8 am - 6 pm

11.30 am - 1.30 pm

8 am - 8 pm

Thursday

1 May

8 am - 6 pm

8 am - 6 pm

11.30 am - 1.30 pm

8 am - 8 pm

Friday

2 May

8 am - 6 pm

8 am - 6 pm

11.30 am - 1.30 pm

8 am - 8 pm

Saturday

3 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Sunday

4 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Monday Liberation Day

5 May

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed
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WeDay

Dutch courses
Social Dutch I + II
Social Dutch III
Dutch Plus I + II

You can register from
16 April t/m 26 May

Start 12 May
Register now!

3 June

|

2014

An afternoon full of sports and activities for all employees.
Back on the programme this year: a variety of creative
activities, including making jam at a self-picking orchard,
taking a percussion workshop or getting creative with duct
tape. Visit the We Day intranet page for more information.

www.wageningenUR.nl/into

Forum Irregular Opening Hours
in April and May 2014
2014

The Building

The Library

Student Desk

WURshop

Restaurant

Grand Café

Wageningen
in'to Languages
Closed

Saturday
Kings Day
Sunday

26 April

10 am - 6 pm

10 am - 6 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

27 April

10 am - 6 pm

10 am - 6 pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Monday

28 April

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 11 pm

12 pm - 2 pm

9 am - 4.30 pm

8 am - 5 pm

9 am - 5 pm

Tuesday

29 April

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 11 pm

12 pm - 2 pm

9 am - 4.30 pm

8 am - 5 pm

9 am - 5 pm

Wednesday

30 April

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 11 pm

12 pm - 2 pm

9 am - 4.30 pm

Closed
am - 2 pm
pm - 7 pm
am - 2 pm
pm - 7 pm
am - 2 pm
pm - 7 pm
am - 2 pm
pm - 7 pm
am - 2 pm
Closed
Closed

8 am - 5 pm

9 am - 5 pm

8 am - 5 pm

9 am - 5 pm

8 am - 5 pm
Closed
Closed

Closed
Closed
Closed

Closed

Closed

Thursday

1 May

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 11 pm

12 pm - 2 pm

9 am - 4.30 pm

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2 May
3 May
4 May

8 am - 11 pm
10 am - 6 pm
10 am - 6 pm

8 am - 10 pm
10 am - 6 pm
10 am - 6 pm

12 pm - 2 pm
Closed
Closed

9 am - 2.30 pm
Closed
Closed

Monday
Liberation Day

5 May

8 am - 11 pm

8 am - 11 pm

Closed

9 am - 1 pm

10
5
10
5
10
5
10
5
10

Closed

During working hours, the building is open to the public. After working hours, entrance is only possible with a WUR card.
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ILLUSTRATION: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

King’s Day
This year is the ﬁrst King’s Day in The Netherlands. The name is new, but the tradition stays the
same. Dutch people collect all kinds of crap from their homes and take to the streets, where they
proceed to set up a big, gloriﬁed yard sale.

Last year was my ﬁrst Queen’s Day, when the Dutch celebrated the birthday of their beloved
queen, on the day of the birthday of the queen’s mother. Why? Because the queen’s actual
birthday is in January, and it would be too cold for celebrations. So the Queen stuck to her
mother’s birthday in April. This may be a big surprise: it was still cold. This year, King’s Day falls
on a Sunday, but the Dutch have moved it to the Saturday.
In Portugal we have Feira da Ladra (literally ‘Thieves’ Market’), where people can buy a ‘crapselling permit’ to sell their second-hand stuff. The main difference, however, apart from the clear
excess of orange around here, is how the Dutch get their kids involved. They take their kids
outside, next to their old things, and strap them to a violin or a ﬂute, which they play to amuse
people. And boy, these kids can play some mad tunes! But I guess what’s important is that people
have fun. And if my experience taught me anything, is that this is THE day for the Dutch to have
fun... even if in their own special way.
So this year I’m really excited about King’s Day, and feel free to take my cue and do the same. I will
dress in orange, go out on the streets of Wageningen to take a look at all the nice crap, and maybe
pay some kid to stop playing the violin for two minutes... it sure will be fun! Tiago Miguel, MSc

I will dress in orange,
go out on the streets
and maybe pay some
kid to stop playing the
violin for two minutes

student of Forest and Nature Conservation

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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