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labour of love

>> MARCEL + INSECTS
Marcel Dicke, professor of Entomologie

‘Every insect has its story’
Some people’s hobbies are closely related to their work.
Marcel Dicke collects insects. Not real ones, but pictures and models. His house is full of them, ranging
from door clamps to table mats, from lamps to mugs,
from the domestic to the artistic. Insects in all shapes
and sizes, and sometimes made of surprising materials. ‘This grasshopper was made out of a tin containing
DDT.’ He comes across them on his frequent travels.
‘But I don’t go around combing markets for them. I’m
not that sort of collector.’ RK, photo: Guy Ackermans
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HELLINGPROOF
New cycle club kicks oﬀ
the season.

DRAMA
It is always a diﬃcult message to swallow: we are going to the dogs, there is
hardly anything we can do about it, and it is our own fault. No wonder the ladies
and gentlemen of the IPCC are not everyone’s favourite party guests, and no
wonder we welcome every prophet who contradicts them with open arms. Rik
Leemans, whom you will ﬁnd portrayed in this Resource, knows all about this. He
says climate scientists are cautious in their forecasts, against their better
judgment. Erring on the side of least drama, he calls it.
Is that sensible? Ask Marjolein Helder, who espouses the same ideas from a
diﬀerent discipline, and appealed for green policies in the TEDx in The Hague
last week. She ﬁnished oﬀ with a heartfelt rendering of the ballad ‘It’s not easy
being green’, earning a standing ovation from a hall full of decision makers.
Well-chosen drama might be the best way to get your message across. Climate
scientists, take note.
Rob Goossens

>> ‘Color Run’: running in full colour | p.16
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What exactly is the use of a soil
museum? Jantiene Baartman can
give you an enthusiastic answer to
that question as she became a soil
scientist because of the soil museum. One visit to the ISRIC museum, then at Duivendaal, was all it
took. ‘All those different soils, all
those different colours. WOW!’
Now she is a researcher in the Soil
Physics and Land Management
group.
Baartman was one of the four
speakers last Monday who enlivened the opening of the new World
Soil Museum with their personal
soil stories. The other three were
former professor Salomon Kroonenberg, Netherlands Institute of
Ecology director Louise Vet and researcher Paul Farris (University of
Portsmouth), a frequent visitor to
the museum. The keynote speaker
was John Liu, an American of Chinese origin and a former journalist, ﬁlmmaker and — above all —
environmental activist.
Liu, always dressed in explorer’s
khaki including hat, has built up a
reputation as a campaigner for the
restoration of ecosystems destroy-

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

ð ,65,&RSHQV:RUOG6RLO
0XVHXP
ð 'LJLWDOPDSWDEOHWRSLV
H\HFDWFKLQJHOHPHQW

ed by humans (www.ecosystemreturn.org). The foundation of the
same name is based in Amsterdam.
&52:1,1**/25<
The common message from all the
speakers was clear: no life without
soil. That is also the message the
World Soil Museum wants to get
across. The museum was set up in
1966, the year in which ISRIC was
founded, at Utrecht University. Eleven years later, the museum moved

to Duivendaal in Wageningen,
where it remained until the premises were judged a ﬁre hazard three
years ago. A room in Gaia has recently been functioning as an
emergency museum.
ESG director Kees Slingerland
handed the museum a copy of the
bronze plaque on Winand Staring’s grave in Lochem. Staring is
the founding father of soil science
in the Netherlands.
Soil proﬁles from all over the

world are still a prominent element in the museum. But apart
from that, modern technology dominates, with the digital map table-top as the central eye-catching
element surrounded by stations
explaining topics such as food security, climate and land use. Visitor numbers are proof that this
new approach works: there were as
many visitors in the ﬁrst quarter as
in nine months of the previous
year. RK

6&+(5(6'5$:1,172)5$8'52:
ð )UDXGXOHQWELRORJLVWSRLQWVŊQ
JHUDW:DJHQLQJHQSURIHVVRU
ð 6FKHUHVDZDLWVDGMXGLFDWLRQRI
FRPSODLQWèZLWKFRQŊGHQFHé

The discredited plant biologist
Pankaj Dhonukshe has ﬁled a
complaint against his former
group head Ben Scheres, now
professor of Development Biology
at Wageningen. Articles
coordinated by Scheres contained
errors or manipulations of data,
alleged Dhonukshe in the Dutch

newspaper NRC of 5 April.
Wageningen UR conﬁrms that it
has received a complaint.
Dhonukshe cannot discuss the
details and scope of his complaint
at this point. The question whether
revenge plays a role is an
‘unjustiﬁed insinuation’, he says.
What is at stake in his view is
‘sound scientiﬁc practice’. During
the integrity investigation into his
work, Dhonukshe admitted having
made mistakes but denied have
been guilty of conscious
deception. He also claimed that
those who ﬁled the complaint were

trying to settle an academic
dispute in an underhand way.
Dhonukshe also told the NRC that
he had considered suing Utrecht
University.
*22')$,7+
Utrecht University announced last
month that Dhonukshe had been
guilty of manipulating images in
four articles. The other authors,
including Scheres, were innocent,
according to the university.
Scheres was justiﬁed in assuming
that his colleagues had acted in
good faith, concluded the national

board for research integrity (LOWI)
in its report at the end of March.
Since the manipulations could
only be picked up by ‘a suspicious
eye’, he could not be blamed for
not noticing them.
Scheres says in an email that he
is aware of the complaint but does
not know exactly what it is about.
He awaits the adjudication of the
complaint ‘with every conﬁdence’.
Scheres reported at an earlier stage
that he had ‘acted correctly’. He
prefers to refrain from further
comment ‘until the dust has
settled’. RR
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Scientists should use their
common sense when they cite or
paraphrase themselves. That, in
brief, is the advice of the Royal
Dutch Academy of Science KNAW.
After all the fuss about VU

economist Peter Nijkamp, the
KNAW appointed a ‘citations
committee’ earlier this year. The
celebrated professor had been
accused of ‘self-plagiarism’:
reusing pieces of text and research
results from previous publications
of his own, without acknowledging
his source. He is also said to have
neglected to cite his co-authors in
references to earlier work. The
investigation into the accusations
is still going on.

One thing quickly became
clear: the concept of ‘selfplagiarism’ sowed a lot of
confusion. What is acceptable,
then, and what is not? Whatever
the case, we should drop the term
‘self-plagiarism’, concludes the
committee in its advice. The term
wrongly implies there has been a
case of serious academic
misconduct, whereas you cannot
really plagiarize yourself. Instead,
the committee talks about

‘reusing’ your own material.
The committee gives examples
of acceptable reuse, but ﬂags up a
few grey areas as well. The
committee makes no claim to have
‘cleared up all the problems’. For
the sake of clarity on these
matters, the Dutch code of
conduct on academic practice
needs an update, because says
nothing about the rules for reusing
+23
material.

LQEULHI
ǋǋ/((8:$5'(1

'DLU\&DPSXV
Dairy Campus, the innovation and education centre for dairy farming and production in Leeuwarden, is going to expand.
Four new cowsheds will be built, to
house a total of 555 cows. These dairy
cowsheds, each with its own research
function, will be spread over the 300
hectare terrain. As well as the new cowsheds, there are plans for a reception
building providing space for students
and teachers from Wageningen University, Van Hall Larenstein University of Applied Science, Nordwin College and the
Dutch Training Centre. Research projects
at the Dairy Campus focus on topics including livestock feeds, environmental
and climate research, manure processing, pasturing, shed design and sensor
$6
technology.

ǋǋ/(&785(

-DQH*RRGDOO
The famous chimpanzee researcher Jane

Goodall will give a talk in Wageningen
on Sunday 11 May. Her presentation,
entitled Sowing the seeds of hope,
starts at 2 pm in Orion. The main
subject of the talk will be Goodall’s
current eﬀorts to conserve natural
environments and the earth. Goodall
will also talk about the pioneering ape
research she carried out about 50
years ago in Tanzania. Among
Goodall’s discoveries at that time
were the facts that chimpanzees use
tools and eat meat. Tickets (15 euros,
7.50 for students) can be booked
online at www.wageningenur.nl/
RR
janegoodall.

ǋǋ6(&85,7<

*PDLOV
Wageningen is not considering having
its email system run by Google, says
security manager Raoul Vernede in
response to reports from Groningen.
Following the example of a few other
educational institutions, Groningen
University intends to use Gmail for all
its email communication, much to the
consternation of some academics, who
fear for the distribution of sensitive
information. For this same reason,
Wageningen will continue to manage
its own email, says Vernede. ‘We work
not only with students but also with
DLO, where the importance of
conﬁdentiality and security is even
greater.’ Many students have a Gmail
account anyway, he says, whether
linked to a Wageningen UR one or
RK
not.

KEES9$19(/8:ǉǉ
0RWKHU(DUWK
Just imagine a spring without any birdsong. Silent Spring.
That was the title of a book by Rachel Carson published in
1962. In the book she showed that excessive use of
pesticides made the shells of birds’ eggs so thin they
would break and the young would no longer hatch out.
The life cycle would come to a stop.
Life is full of cycles. Day and night; spring-summerautumn-winter; AID-6 periods- summer vacation; research
–proposal-ﬁnding funding-implementation-evaluationnew proposal; chicken and egg, birth of a calf-lactationmilk dries up-new calf… And so on.
I was aware of cycles as a young lad, but only occasionally
did I act on that awareness. Of course, you separate the
glass, the plastic, the paper and the compost from the rest
of your rubbish, and you compensate for a ﬂight now and
then with a donation to Trees for All. And you think about
it in your research on cycles. But it really came home to
me when I looked at my mother’s life. On her 85th
birthday I took a trip on the Rhine with her. Sitting in the
forecastle of the boat, she read out the story of her life
from birth to the present day, with quotes from children
and grandchildren. I typed it all into the computer and
now it’s in a little book. She died two years ago. Her world
became steadily smaller and she went back to the world of
her childhood. She was not afraid of death. She knew her
life would continue after death and in any case, life went
on in the lives of her children. She died on her side with
her knees drawn up, like a baby. Cradle to cradle. Her
cycle was complete. Now she is lying in the earth. Mother
Earth. .HHVYDQ9HOXZ
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Did Wageningen UR make a big
error in its calculation of the costs
of the deposit system for PET
bottles in 2012? That was the
impression given last week when a
Delft research ﬁrm came down
hard on the researchers. The
Wageningen report was said to
have given much too high an
estimate of the costs, causing
politicians to decide to abolish the
deposit system in 2015 on
incorrect grounds. Their new
calculations show the costs for
recycling PET bottles at just over
half what was estimated in 2012.

Criticisms of Wageningen UR were
rife in the social media. The
Wageningen researchers were said
to be pandering to the
supermarket sector. But was the
report really pro-supermarket and
anti-deposit system. An
examination of the report from
2012 shows it is not that simple.
/26(5
The original report, commissioned
by the supermarket sector,
mentions an amount of 45 million
euros. That was the ‘commercial’
cost estimate based on cost
assumptions given by the
supermarkets. An alternative
‘social’ cost estimate with different
choices and assumptions gave 25
million euros. The Wageningen
scientists did not decide between
the two: the key thing for them was
to have developed a quantitative

model that could calculate the
effects of different choices.
The same model was used by
the Delft research ﬁrm CE Delft
that produced new calculations
last week. The researchers claim
that the Wageningen report gave
far too high an estimate. But they
themselves use assumptions that
are close to the ‘social’ estimate
made then, without mentioning
that this was indeed included as an
option. Another interesting aspect
is that the Delft report was
commissioned by Tomra Systems,
a company that is seen as the
market leader in the production of
collection systems for PET bottles,
i.e. the big loser if the deposit
system is indeed abolished.
3((55(9,(:('
Wageningen UR also thinks it is
important to note that the report

,7é6127($6<%(,1**5((1

was never intended as input for a
public debate. In the text in 2012,
the authors themselves noted that
this was not peer reviewed and
could therefore not be considered
as a scientiﬁc publication. It was
primarily intended as a
quantitative tool. Until one of the
clients who commissioned the
report apparently felt it necessary
to send the entire report to the
Lower House, with the content
immediately taking on a life of its
own.
What happens next? Later this
year, the Lower House will decide
whether the supermarkets have
kept to the agreement to set up a
sustainable alternative to the
deposit system for PET bottles.
Only then will the ﬁnal decision be
taken on whether to abolish the
system. $6

'(725(0$,1,1
7($&+,1*%8,/',1*6
ð 1R0D[+DYHODDUIRUVWXGHQWV

6SHDNHUVDOZD\VOLNHWRVXUSULVHWKHLUDXGLHQFHDQG0DUMROHLQ+HOGHUPDQDJHGWKDWLQVW\OHODVWZHHN$W
WKHHQGRIKHUWDONDWWKH7('[V\PSRVLXPVKHVXUSULVHGHYHU\RQHZLWKTXLWHDQDFFHSWDEOHUHQGLWLRQRI
è,WéVQRWHDV\EHLQJJUHHQé7KDWLVDOHVVRQRQOLIHQRWRQO\IRU.HUPLWWKH)URJEXWDOVRIRU+HOGHU&(2RI
WKH:DJHQLQJHQVSLQRŉ3ODQWHDQGDUHVHDUFKHUDW:DJHQLQJHQ856KHZDQWVWRJHQHUDWHHQHUJ\IURP
OLYLQJSODQWVWKXVGRLQJKHUELWLQWKHWUDQVLWLRQIURPIRVVLOIXHOWRVXVWDLQDEOHHQHUJ\7KHLGHDLVWKDW
SODQWVZLOOKHOSXVEHFRPHJUHHQŊJXUDWLYHO\DWDQ\UDWH RR

Douwe Egberts will continue to supply the
coffee in the Forum, Orion and Leeuwenborch teaching buildings. DE ended up ranked top out of the ﬁve companies bidding
for the contract. DE will supply the machines, and the caterers in the different building will be responsible for the coffee. There
is a choice of coffee ﬂavours within DE’s assortment. The price of the coffee will stay the
same, says Annet de Haas (Facilities and Services), the project manager for the tender.
Students can pay with their e-wallet while
staff get the coffee for free with their WUR
card. DE will be placing machines that make
coffee from beans on the Leeuwenborch
ﬂoors. The new machines are scheduled to
be installed at the end of May/beginning of
June. It had already been announced that
Max Havelaar coffee would be served in Wageningen UR’s other buildings. There, the
current supplier DE lost out to its fair trade
RK
rival in a taste test.
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Twenty-eight hours of studying for
one ECTS point? Students of
economics and law generally
spend less time, according to the
annual Student Monitor.
Almost 20,000 students ﬁlled in
the questionnaire for research
bureau ResearchNed. One of the
questions was about the workload
per ECTS point: how much time
did the students spend on their
courses? At universities, 52
percent could get the work done in
less time that allocated (28 hours
per ECTS). Only 18 percent said
they needed to work harder than
theoretically required.

DINNER
IN THE
CLASSROOM

Students of applied sciences
(HBO) have an even easier time of
it: 57 percent said they needed less
than 28 hours to get one point,
while only 16 percent needed more
time than allotted.
$*5,&8/785(
At universities, students of
agriculture, technical and healthrelated subjects work the hardest.
In these areas one quarter of the
students spend more time per
ECTS point. The ‘easiest’
university subjects are education,
economics, behaviour & society,
and law.
First-year university students do
not have to work as hard as those
in subsequent years: 59 percent of
the ﬁrst-years spend less time than
ofﬁcially allotted per ECTS point,
as opposed to 50 percent of the
students in other years. +23

An unusual location for a restaurant!
‘The kitchen is in the old lecture
theatre C1, which was once one of
the biggest rooms in the university.
Guests have happy memories of it.
At the opening Martin Kropff said
he had taught Biology in here.’

,03529('6,7(5$)$(5,$/3+2726
ð 'HWDLOHGSKRWRVHDVLHUWRŊQG

Wageningen UR’s historic
collection of aerial photos from
World War II has been accessible
online since last summer. But if
you wanted a photo you needed a
lot of patience. The site got stuck
at the drop of a hat and visitors
had to register ﬁrst. That has now
changed, and improvements to the
website have made searching the
collection genuinely user-friendly,
says Joke Webbing of the Forum
library. The more than 94,000
aerial photos taken by the RAF in
the ﬁnal years of the war are now
easy to search through on the map
or by postcode. The black & white
photo you are looking for appears
at the top of the screen exactly
above the matching topographical
map of the Netherlands. Staff at
Alterra have already positioned
more than 94,000 photos like this:

a very ﬁddly job. One obtained, the
photos can be downloaded. In low
resolution (150 dpi), they are free.
For higher resolution downloads
(up to 1200 dpi) there is a charge.
This service is run for the library by
the company Dotka (www.dotka.
com). Staff at Wageningen UR get a
signiﬁcant discount. The
collection of aerial photos covers
much of the country, with the
exception of large areas of Brabant
and the north. The improved site
can be found at: http://library.wur.
[[
nl/WebQuery/geoportal/raf

),*85(,7287

:KR"Anke Brons , MSc
Development Studies
:KDW"One of the
organizers of pop-up
restaurant Happietaria
:K\"Happietaria has
been up and running since
the beginning of April in
the Mathematics building
at De Dreijen

Are any Wageningen celebs
expected?
‘We hope Martin Kropff will come.
But he is so busy. On Thursday we’ll
be getting a group of 35 guests.
Fifteen of them are refugees from
the AZC, sponsored by the charity
Vluchteling Onder Dak. So that is a
big night for us.’ 10/YG1

Illustration Studio Lakmoes

Do people know about you?
‘They certainly do! Sometimes we’ve
had to turn people away. We have
had about 500 guests so far, and
we’ve got another 1100 bookings, so
we are on target. This year we aim to
raise 15,000 euros for charity, which
means getting about 1300 guests
before we close on 17 April. If we
don’t, it won’t be the fault of the
food, because there is a professional
cook in the kitchen every night. The
stuffed mushrooms are the most
popular dish.’

To the ﬁnish line / How fast do Master’s students get their degrees? /
Graduated within 3 years (on 2-year Master’s)
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Plant cells divide in two following
a simple rule: the division is down
the middle, keeping the dividing
cell wall as small as possible. This
insight helps to explain how plants
arrive at their ﬁnal form.
Wageningen researchers and their
international colleagues exposed
this mechanism by creating a three
dimensional model of dividing
cells from countless microscopic
images. They published their
ﬁndings in March in the journal
Developmental Cell.
Interestingly, cells turn out to
break this rule. When they are
exposed to the plant hormone
auxin, they divide unevenly,
creating a small and a large
daughter cell, which sometimes
also divide in another direction.
These daughters are very different
and while one ends up as
epidermis, the other might
become part of the vascular
system. It is precisely this uneven
division that enables plants to
change their form. Regular
division only enables a plant to
grow. ‘An elegant solution,’ says
Dolf Weijers, professor of

7KHWKUHHGLPHQVLRQDOPRGHOLQDFWLRQ7KHVHFRQGDQGWKLUGPRGHOVVKRZFHOOGLYLVLRQZLWKWKHVPDOOHVWSRVVLEOH
GLYLGLQJFHOOZDOO7KHRWKHUFHOOGLYLVLRQVGRQRWNHHSWRWKLVEDVLFUXOH

Biochemistry. ‘There is a standard
programme and extra input leads
to new structures.’
CLEAR
Plant researchers have been
looking for the system behind
plant division for more than a
hundred years, but up to now they
have always used two-dimensional
images. For the ﬁrst time now, the
Wageningen team has shown how
it really works in three dimensions.
To Weijers, the discovery that
auxin is the signal is particularly
exciting. ‘Ten years ago we saw
strange things happen in the
course of the development of

plants that were not sensitive to
auxin,’ he says. ‘At the time we
didn’t understand it at all, but it
has suddenly become clear now.’
In their experiments, Weijers
and his team looked at the divisions of a single-cell plant embryo,
using Arabidopsis, a popular
model plant. To study their
subject, they painted the hard cell
walls with a substance that lights
up when laser light is shone on it.
Using a specialized microscope
you can then take photos in the
cell. By looking deeper and deeper,
Weijers and his team were able to
photograph the dividing cell ‘slice
by slice.’ Then a computer

programme made 3D models of
the images, on which you can see
exactly where the division is made.
The researchers have no idea,
though, how auxin forces the cell
to deviate from the norm for
division. Weijers is especially
interested in how the plant
hormone steers cells speciﬁcally,
alongside all its other functions.
Weijers would also like to ﬁnd out
to what extent the situation in the
embryo reﬂects that in the rest of
Arabidopsis and other plants. ‘It is
not likely to be very different
there,’ he says. ‘I think you will see
the same situation in a new leaf,
ﬂower or lateral root.’ RR
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Vietnamese farmers near Hanoi
would do well to grow melons
rather than rice in summer. This
has been shown by doctoral
research conducted by Pham
Huong. She studied permanent
vegetable cultivation in northern
Vietnam, as an alternative to the

customary rotation of rice and
vegetables.
Farming in northern Vietnam is
still traditional: rice in summer
and vegetables in winter. And most
farmers have less than 0.5 hectares
of land. To grow rice, the land
must be ﬂooded and that
compacts the soil. This diminishes
the likelihood of a good yield in
the next vegetable rotation. This
prompted Pham Huong to study
whether permanent vegetable cultivation would improve farmers’

incomes in the Red River Delta.
Using a cultivation model
known as PermVeg, she was able to
establish how the cultivation of
vegetables could be made
proﬁtable. Assuming local prices,
it was evident that vegetable crops
do not always bring in more
money, but if she worked with the
wholesale prices paid for
vegetables in the city (Hanoi), then
in most cases the permanent
production of vegetables was the
more proﬁtable option. Winter

melons are a particularly lucrative
crop, says Huong. More so than
onions, cabbage or cucumber. To
be sure, the market gardener must
be able to provide sufﬁcient
workers, because vegetables are a
more labour-intensive crop than
rice. Vietnam exports rice but at
certain times of year vegetables are
in short supply. AS
Pham Thi Thu Huong will gain her
PhD on 8 April. Her supervisor is Paul
Struik, Professor of Crop Physiology.
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A bacterium which lives on salmon eggs
protects its host from a harmful species of
mould. This was discovered by ecologists
from Wageningen University and the
NIOO. The discovery should ensure that
fewer eggs die in salmon farming. The
results came out at the end of March in
the ISME Journal.
The target of the study was Saprolegnia,
an ‘oomecyte’ which looks like a mould
but is actually more closely related to
brown algae. It afﬂicts about 10 percent of
salmon eggs, on average, which then have
to be removed from the brood by hand. In
the fast-growing aquaculture sector, there
is a need for a good, sustainable
treatment, especially since the compound
malachite green was banned in the
European Union in the nineteen nineties.
3527(&7,21
In their search, the Wageningen
researchers obtained twelve cargoes of
salmon eggs from a Scottish ﬁsh farm,
some of them healthy, some of them
infested. In the lab, however, it made no
difference where the ecologists looked.
They found pathogens everywhere. So

something was protecting the ‘healthy’
eggs. The difference turned out to be the
bacterial communities living on the eggs.
The bacterium Frondihabitans, which was
over-represented on healthy eggs, proved
in laboratory tests to be responsible for
the difference.
It might seem strange that a bacterium,
of all things, should protect its host. Yet
such ‘good’ bacteria that provide
protection against disease are found in
many places, says Irene de Bruijn, a
postdoc at Phytopathology during the
study: ‘In soils too, there are sometimes
bacteria which produced fungus-resistant
substances with which they protect
plants.’
$17,%,27,&6
The salmon research is far from complete.
Although one good bacterium has now
been identiﬁed, PhD student Yiying Liu
suspects that the true situation is more
complicated: ‘Maybe there are more
protective bacteria or they work together.’
But the crucial open question is how
exactly the bacterium does its protective
work. Tests indicate that it does not
produce antibiotics and possibly does no
more than occupy the spots where the
moulds want to settle. Liu: ‘We really have
no idea yet and we are busy trying to ﬁgure
out the interaction between the microorganisms and the ﬁsh eggs.’ RR

9,6,21ǉǉ
è0LUDFOHéHQIRUFHGZLWKKHDY\KDQG
,WLVH[DFWO\\HDUVDJRWKLVZHHNWKDWWKHJHQRFLGHLQ
5ZDQGDVWDUWHG)RUWKUHHPRQWKVH[WUHPLVW+XWXV
VODXJKWHUHG7XWVLVDQGPRGHUDWH+XWXVNLOOLQJEHWZHHQ
DQGPLOOLRQSHRSOH1RZDGD\VWKHFRXQWU\
DSSHDUVVWDEOHDQGLVRQHRI$IULFDéVPRVWŋRXULVKLQJ
HFRQRPLHV%XWEHKLQGWKHPLUDFOHWKHUHDUHWHQVLRQV
VD\VSURIHVVRURI+XPDQLWDULDQ$LGDQG5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ
7KHD+LOKRUVWZKRGRHVDORWRIUHVHDUFKLQ5ZDQGD
The country appears to have made a good recovery from
that tragic period.
‘Yes, but I do have mixed feelings about it. It is true that
there is little violence between Hutus and Tutsis at the
moment, and economically the country is doing
extremely well. People even talk of the ‘Rwandan
miracle’. The ﬂip side is that the apparent peace and
prosperity is enforced with a heavy hand by president
Kagame and his Tutsi cronies.’
Targeting Hutus?
‘No, targeting a forced cohabitation of both population
groups. In effect, Kagame has abolished ethnic
differences. Hutus and Tutsis are forced to live in
mixed villages, which means former perpetrators
sometimes live next to victims. Talking about ethnicity
is forbidden, as is making your ethnicity visible.
English is the new language of communication.’
But it does work?
‘It is peaceful up to now. But Rwandan society is
incredibly complex. That can make it dangerous if
there is no outlet for dissatisfaction. An added
complicating factor is the growing overpopulation of
the country.’
Is there a danger of renewed unrest?
‘It cannot be ruled out that simmering tensions could
at some point lead to outbursts, but think a genocide
on the scale of 20 years ago is highly unlikely. That was
the result of very speciﬁc circumstances. And another
time, the international community would intervene.
Later analysis has shown that back then the slaughter
could have been stopped a lot earlier. Hopefully, we
haven’t forgotten that lesson. ’ 5*
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‘It is a miracle that not all animals have a
sexual transmitted disease, since they only
know unprotected sex’
+HDOWK\HJJV OHIW DQGLQIHFWHGHJJV

Femke Hoevenaars, who is due to graduate with a PhD on
25 April in Wageningen
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peak year and how that beneﬁts
brent geese and waders.’

ð *RRVHERRNZULWWHQIRUZLGH
SXEOLF
ð è+XQWHUVDQGQDWXUHFRQVHUYD
WLRQLVWVVKDUHWKHVDPHDLPé

For 40 years Bart Ebbinge (Alterra)
has studied brent geese. Here in
the Netherlands, but most extensively on his many expeditions to
Siberia, where the birds breed in
summer. The launch party for The
Brent Goose (written in Dutch) was
held at his publisher’s ofﬁces in
Amsterdam on 7 April. The book
draws on four decades of study.
The book is written in the I form.
Why?
‘That was a deliberate choice on
the part of the publisher. I didn’t
ﬁnd it all that easy; I prefer to stay
in the background. As a scientist
you are trained to be objective and
to maintain your distance. But
scientiﬁc publications are often
unreadable, thanks in part to all
their statistics. With this book, I
am aiming at a wide public. That is
the teacher in me.’
What is so special about the brent
goose?
‘My doctoral research topic was
the ecology of the barnacle goose.

%DUW(EELQJHDWWKHURXQGXSRIEUHQWJHHVHLQ6LEHULD

Afterwards, I joined the RIN [predecessor of Alterra, ed.]. My ﬁrst
assignment was the brent goose,
which farmers on Terschelling
were ﬁnding increasingly troublesome. One thing led to another. So
to some extent I’ve studied the
brent goose by chance. But it is also question of seizing an opportunity when it presents itself.’
What is your greatest contribution
to our knowledge of the brent
goose?

‘In the ﬁrst place that the healthy condition they develop here in
the spring in the Wadden region is
vital to their breeding success 5000
kilometres away in Siberia. Another major discovery is that their
breeding success coincides with
the three-yearly cycle of the lemming. When lemmings are abundant, the brent goose also thrives.
Thanks to my research we now
know how the interaction works
between snowy owls, arctic foxes
and pomarine skuas in a lemming

Geese have become a pest in our
country. Where do you stand on
the issue of hunting geese?
‘I’m no hunter, but neither am I
opposed to hunting. If I’m given a
goose, I’ll enjoy eating it. If there’s
enough of something, I don’t mind
if you harvest it. I ﬁnd that a much
more appealing stance than seeing
geese as a pest that must be
controlled. Hunting is an
important factor in how we
regulate numbers. I’d go even
further and say that the goose has
become so successful here in the
Netherlands because at some time
in the past hunting restrictions
were imposed. There is an
essential difference between
animal conservation and nature
conservation. Animal conservation
is all about the individual, nature
conservation is all about the
population. Many people don’t
appreciate the difference. Hunters
and nature conservationists
actually share the same aim: to
make sure there are lots of geese.
Only for different reasons.’ 5.
De rotgans, paperback, 368 pp.,
ISBN 9789045091600, published by
Atlas Contact.

7:,1'2&725$7(6
'28%/($&+,(9(0(17ò,GHQWLFDOWZLQV5LOOH
DQG-ROHW5XLWHU  UHFHLYHGWKHLU3K'V
WRJHWKHULQ7ZHQWHRQ0DUFK7KHLUWRSLF
ZDVGURSOHWIRUPDWLRQæDJLIWWR'XWFK
KHDGOLQHZULWHUVDVVLEOLQJVZKRORRNDOLNHDUH
GHVFULEHGLQ'XWFKDVèOLNHWZRGURSVRIZDWHUé
7KHVLVWHUVVHHQKHUHRQ79PDJD]LQH'H
:HUHOG'UDDLW'RRUERWKVWXGLHG)RRG
7HFKQRORJ\DW:DJHQLQJHQEHIRUHHPEDUNLQJ
RQWKHLU3K'VWRJHWKHULQ7ZHQWH6KDULQJD
WRSLFRIFRXUVH$VIDUDVZHNQRZWKLVLVWKH
ŊUVWWLPHLGHQWLFDOWZLQVKDYHJRWWKHLU
GRFWRUDWHVLQWKHVDPHGHSDUWPHQWDWWKHVDPH
XQLYHUVLW\DWWKHVDPHWLPH%XWLQ:DJHQLQJHQ
LGHQWLFDOWZLQV8WWDUDDQG5DPDVDP\DUHGXH
WRJHWWKHLUGRFWRUDWHVVRRQWRR3ODQQHG
JUDGXDWLRQGDWH-XQH 5*
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DEAR EDITORS,

Scientists at the University of Groningen don’t want their
email to be managed by Gmail. Rest assured, says IT,
Gmail isn’t coming to Wageningen

I saw the commentary about the MH370 air crash from
Malaysian student, and I feel really bad about what she
was saying about this tragedy. I think the way she judged
the victims’ family was absolutely improper.
We were deeply shocked at this air tragedy, we grieve
with the families of those killed in this air accident. I
believe that no one has the right to judge these victims’
families. You might have heard the news, but you cannot
feel what they were going through these days. Just try to
imagine that they were expecting to greet their loved
relatives and friends, but suddenly they found the plane
was delayed for unknown reason and after 22 terrible
days, the only thing they got from the airline company
was the fact that their beloved ones still missing. Their
feeling are further beyond the words, they just demand
to be given answers.
Anyone who cares about lives and humanity would never
judge the behaviour of these victims’ families. No one
can truly understand their fear, worry, anxiety, frustration
and anger. Nothing can make up for the loss of the
victims or ﬁll the voids they left, but we really hope their
families can at least ﬁnd some comfort in the fact that
justice has been done and how to avoid this event
happening again. We respect every life lost in this
tragedy and we are expecting the truth from Malaysian
government.
Ran Cheng, student

The opposition in Groningen is considerable given that
very many universities of applied science and
universities have already made the switch. But they did
that in the pre-Snowden era. Now suspicions that
Wageningen UR’s email isn’t secure are being expressed
on our website. ‘Why does all incoming and outgoing
mail go via an anti-spam Microsoft server in the US?’ asks
-DQYDQ+DDUVW. It gives the US government the
opportunity to dip into DLO’s conﬁdential business
information. Security manager 5DRXO9HUQHGH reassures
him: ‘Wageningen UR’s email service uses dedicated
Microsoft Exchange servers set up in Wageningen.’
What’s more, all incoming and outgoing mail passes
through a ﬁlter – based in Ireland – designed to catch
spam and phishing mails. Nonetheless, he admits, email
security is all relative. Unless good preventative
measures are taken, mails are relatively easy to
intercept. 9HUQHGH: ‘So never send a password or any
highly valuable research results by internet email
without ﬁrst taking extra measures to secure this
information.’

&+,3.1,3*(767+(&+23

ILLUSTRATION: ESTHER BROUWER

The chipknip system will soon be replaced in
Wageningen by a virtual wallet. This raises some
questions.
The questions asked by Resource columnist -DQ
:LOOHP.RUWOHYHU are mostly practical ones. Is it,
for example, possible to see the balance on your
invisible wallet? Luckily, someone from
Facilities & Services is on hand to explain that
the wallet becomes visible when it is used to
print copies or buy coﬀee. That’s good to know.
But what we really want to know is what (GH
9ULHV means by his cryptic remark that
‘transaction fees [..] are soooo like ploughing in
a circle’. Help us please agrotechnologists. We
didn’t ever take the advanced course in
agricultural metaphors.

Thank you for your email clearly expressing
your objections. Sadly, less subtle and in
some cases even threatening comments were
posted on Facebook. The editors regret that
for some people the free expression of opinion in this academic environment no longer
seems to be subject to normal standards of
decency. Also, the student wishes it to be
known that after going through transcription
and translation, some of the things she said
came across more strongly than she intended.
Her main point was simply that in a situation
like this, Malaysians would express their feelings diﬀerently.
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Wageningen leading lights: Earth system scientist Rik Leemans

Scenarios for unce
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ertainty
He is a bridge-builder: someone who brings diﬀerent disciplines together. So it
is ironic that Rik Leemans ﬁnds himself in the academic ﬁeld that has polarized
opinion more than any other topic since the shape of the earth: climate science.
Himself a highly driven scientist, he has an equally resolute faith in the
individual: ‘That is probably where the change will come from.’
text: Arno van ’t Hoog / photos: Sven Menschel

A

t the kitchen table in his Bennekom home,
professor of Environmental Systems Analysis Rik Leemans opens up a laptop to show
a PowerPoint he used in a lecture this
afternoon. One slide shows the increase in
CO2 emissions predicted in scenarios made
10 to 20 years ago. Leemans: ‘What is striking is that the
scientists have consistently been over-cautious. If, for
example, you take the most extreme scenario made in
1992 for CO2 emissions in 2015, you can see that the reality
is going to be way beyond it. Twenty years ago we were
mainly talking about future, hypothetical increases in
CO2 emissions and climate change, but nowadays we can
observe the changes as they happen. We can now test old
scenarios.’
And yet accusations of doomsday scenarios, pessimism
and alarmism continue to ﬂy. ‘Is the IPCC exaggerating
the effects of climate change?’ asked the Dutch daily
de Volkskrant as soon as the last report by the UN climate
panel was published earlier this month. The report

‘Climate scientists have
become cautious as a result
of the public debates’
contained a series of worrying scenarios. If CO2 emissions
continue at the current rate, world temperatures will have
risen by an average of 4 to 5 degrees by around 2100. Many
ecosystems and farming regions cannot adapt to this,
oceans will acidify and coastal regions will be threatened

by rising sea levels. Leemans worked on the report as a
review editor, supervising the soundness of the content
and integrating commentary by dozens of scientists.
Climate scientists have become cautious as a result of
the public debates, says Leemans. Not even the insight
that old scenarios were too conservative will change that.
‘It is very difﬁcult to present extreme scenarios to the
public because you are dismissed as a prophet of doom.
Sceptics and climate change deniers often attack you
personally too, so scientists err too far on the side of
caution in order to pre-empt criticism. It is sometimes
called erring on the side of least drama.’
This tendency to underestimate means that the reality
consistently changes faster than the scenarios predict.
‘For example, our estimates of the growth of energy
consumption in China were far too low. Ten years ago the
average Chinese person used as much energy as our
fridges. Now the average consumption among the Chinese
is around the world average, but since you are talking
about one billion people, that soon adds up.’
GREAT EDUCATION
No one could have predicted that Leemans’ work would
revolved largely around modelling global processes. ‘My
father was a vet. I often went along with him to look at the
big animals – cows and pigs on farms. I loved nature, but
my father did have a very commercial approach to animals.
At some point I consciously chose a different discipline to
my father’s. I went to Nijmegen to do a degree in Biology,
precisely in order to be able to study ecology and the whole
picture, and to work with plants.’ One of his teachers was
botanist Victor Westhoff. ‘I studied geobotany, aquatic

RIK LEEMANS (1957)
1976 Degree in Biology,
Radboud University
Nijmegen
1989 Thesis: ‘Description
and simulation of stand
structure and dynamics in
some Swedish forests’
Uppsala University, Sweden
1988 – 1990 Researcher
at IASA, Austria
1990 – 2003 Senior
researcher at RIVM,
Bilthoven
2000 – 2003 Professor of
Integrated Land-use
Modelling, Wageningen UR
2003 Professor of
Environmental Systems
Analysis, Wageningen UR
2012 Professor of Earth
System Science, WUR
(acting until 2015)
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ecology and environmental studies. I really had a great
education.’
In the course of his PhD research at Uppsala in Sweden,
he met paleo-ecologist Colin Prentice. ‘Colin looked at
developments in vegetation from the perspective of ice
ages and over periods of thousands of years. And he
modelled everything. Under his supervision I developed a
model for the growth and dynamics of tree species in oldgrowth forest.’
Leemans would later go on to expand his model to
include all coniferous forests in northern regions, and
later to become a global vegetation model. ‘Modelling
vegetation was the start of an entirely new subject area.
The model describes the climate and vegetation zones of
the world. Where does tundra give way to coniferous
forest, where does coniferous forest give way to deciduous
forest, and where, in drier zones, does forest give way to
grasslands or desert?’
He ended up at the Dutch National Institute for Public
Health and the Environment, the RIVM, where he made
an international name for himself by developing scenarios

for climate change and the effects of economic
developments and population growth on land use.
‘Everywhere I looked I saw trees being felled, intensive
farming and cultural landscapes. There is very little
natural vegetation left.’
BUILDING BRIDGES
Stimulating cooperation between disciplines and between
individual researchers in his group is a recurring theme in
Leemans’ work. This is because the creation of models
and scenarios requires input from various different
disciplines, such as ecology, economics, social sciences,
agricultural research and information technology.
Different disciplines speak different academic languages and see things in different ways. ‘At some point I
got strong criticism of my model from the economists. In
that situation you could say you don’t want anything more
to do with economics. I prefer to say: ﬁne, come on board
then, and build economic insights into the model. So not
to go on the defensive, but invite your critics in. In which
case you need to be able to ask the right questions and to
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‘A REAL NETWORKER’
‘I got to know Rik in 1994 when I did my ﬁnal thesis at the RIVM. He was organizing a meeting which brought
ecologists from all around the world together in one room. I was impressed by that. Rik is a real networker, he knows
all the leading lights internationally, and from his many travels and vast knowledge of the literature, he has a broad
view of the world. Busy as he is, he organizes the interaction and collaboration in our group between researchers
working on very diﬀerent topics. He also makes time for breaks and for lunchtime walks. That keeps the lines short.’
Arnold van Vliet, researcher in the Environmental Systems Analysis chair group

MULTITALENTED
‘Rik came to the chair group just as I was ﬁnishing oﬀ my PhD research. I got to know him as an inspiring professor
with a hands-on style of leadership. His door is always open for everybody and he actively helps think through both
scientiﬁc questions and practical issues. It is extraordinary how he manages to lead two groups of more than 60
people, take part in international forums, and still have time to keep up with his subject and carry on publishing.’
Lars Hein, professor of Ecosystem services and environmental change in the Environmental System Analysis chair group

‘The concept of value
has one meaning
to an economist
and quite another
to an ecologist’

be a good listener, so as to understand what others mean.
The concept of value, for example, has one meaning to an
economist and quite another to an ecologist.’
Leemans has used these social skills in setting up
various international research initiatives in the ﬁeld of
global change, as well. ‘If you work on an interdisciplinary
basis, you have to be open to building bridges. I don’t
know if I am particularly good at that, but it is how I do it.
Going on talking and generating ideas until you come up
with a solution to the questions you want to answer
between you. Looking for those creative solutions in
group collaboration is one of my strengths, I think. One
advantage I have is that models are quantitative, mathematical descriptions of reality, with no speciﬁc worldview
behind them. That makes collaboration easier.’
Interdisciplinarity has a big advantage, Leemans notes.
Publications which relates to several different disciplines
are cited more often and have much more impact. This is
true of the journal Current Opinion in Environmental
Sustainability, which Leemans launched six years ago.
‘There were a lot of books and reports coming out on
climate change and global change, but they don’t reach
many people. We ask the best authors to write a review on
a particular theme. That formula has gone down very
well.’
SOLAR PANELS ON THE ROOF
All the scenarios show that if CO2 emissions continue at
their current rate, it is going to be difﬁcult to curb the rise
in global temperatures. Even limiting the rise to a
maximum of two degrees will be a huge challenge. You
can compare it to a bucket that is full, says Leemans.
Before we reach the temperature limit of two degrees, we
can put another 370 gigatons of CO2 into the atmosphere.
Every year we eat into that quota at a rate of about 11
gigatons worldwide, so within 30 years it will be used up.
‘Even if we halve emissions quickly, it will take 70 years.’
‘So if we want to stay within an increase of two degrees,

we need to cut emissions very drastically – by 80 or 90
percent. The longer you wait, the harder it gets, and the
more drastic the measures you will have to take. But it can
be done; it is not impossible, technically. We have to get
away from coal, or start storing CO2 underground. We
have to look at how to save energy, alternative fuels, wind
and solar energy. That is why I’ve got 16 solar panels and a
solar boiler on the roof. In March, 75 percent of our energy
came from them. I live in a big house, but it has a timber
frame. Because there is less stone and cement, it heats up
faster. I do this partly out of idealism, but also to set a good
example.’
Partly as a result of the economic crisis, climate change
seems to have disappeared from the political agenda
across the board. Five years ago, Leemans spent a day in
the lower house of the Dutch parliament at the invitation
of the parliamentary committee on the environment, in
order to answer questions about IPCC reports.
‘Due to the balance in the lower house, with the
conservative VVD and right-wing PVV, half of those invited
were scientists, and the other half were climate sceptics. I
thought it was a farce. I hope operational arguments are
given more weight in policymaking than emotional
arguments. But you also have to realize that policymakers
and politicians have their worldviews just like you do.
Liberals often espouse the idea that the earth is robust
and that the consequences of climate change will resolve
themselves.’
All things considered, is Leemans optimistic or
pessimistic about the future? ‘I am pessimistic about
heads of state and policymakers in most countries. There
is a lot of conservatism and slowness. But if I look at cities,
companies and individuals, I am much more optimistic.
There things can suddenly start moving fast. Rotterdam
wants to be climate-neutral, and San Francisco has got a
long way towards it already. At the local level, there is a lot
going on. That is probably where the big change will come
from.’
10 April 2014 — RESOURCE
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FUN COLOURS
Wageningen couldn’t lag behind of course, when the
whole of hip Holland is running through clouds of
coloured dust in white T-shirts. Ceres took the lead.
Under the banner of United Colours, 200 students ran
5 kilometres around Wageningen on Saturday 5
March. At various points along the route they were
sprayed with coloured dust. The climax was at the
ﬁnish line where two canons were used to paint any
remaining white spots on the participants, with music
provided by residents of Zideris sheltered housing,
the intended recipients of the proceeds from the
RG, foto RG
event. Spring fever.
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Going for Growth
Wageningen University is going through a massive growth in student
numbers. The Growth Committee thinks the institution needs to reinvent
its education programme. ‘Growth is a chance’.
text: Rob Ramaker / photo: Guy Ackermans

T

he university of Wageningen has grown astronomically in recent years. After a lean decade, student numbers doubled from around 4500 in
2006 to an estimated 9000 in 2014. And still
counting: the end to the growth is not in sight.
But it does put the Wageningen philosophy of small-scale,
personal and intensive teaching under pressure. So the
members of the ‘Growth Committee’, led by Biology programme director Marjolijn Coppens, came up with scenarios which could enable the university to cope with its
popularity. The committee offered its own proposal. It felt
the university should embrace growth, or at least only
limit it a little. Innovations such as e-learning should by
now offer enough options for keeping up the quality of the
education. The executive board has now set up two working groups which will use the report as the basis for drawing up concrete policy.
Your committee advises the university to go for growth.
Why is that the best course of action for Wageningen?
‘Growth offers opportunities. For example, you can
develop your education further but you can also employ
new people, perhaps with expertise we don’t yet have inhouse. That expands the possibilities for students too.’

Marjolijn Coppens,
Biology programme
director
2010 - present Programme
director Biology and Aquaculture and Marine
Resource Management
2008 – 2010 Deputy programme director Biology
2006 – 2010 Worked on
project: repositioning Biology
2000 – 2005 Studied Biology at Wageningen University

Do you hope the university will follow this advice?
‘To some extent it makes no difference to me which
scenario is chosen, as long as a choice is made and disseminated throughout the organization. The university
must make choices. What I wouldn’t like is for us to carry
on with business as usual.’
One of the alternative scenarios suggests this is the right
moment to start selecting students on ability. That
means a limited number of places on all Bachelor’s
programmes and only admitting the best high school
graduates. Isn’t this a great opportunity for the WU to
change into a university ﬁll of high achievers?
‘That kind of achievement culture is not at all usual in
Dutch secondary schools. Excellence has only recently
come into the picture for the government, and I haven’t
yet heard anyone say it should be pursued at the expense

of the average student. That wouldn’t ﬁt the Netherlands
or Wageningen. You can opt for it, but it is one of the more
extreme scenarios and therefore has more far-reaching
consequences.
Instead, your committee wants the university to absorb
the growth by using computer-assisted learning, or
e-learning. How would this kind of innovation help?
‘Many elements of our education, such as lectures to
large groups, or preparing for practicals, could be done by
the students at home. Using video clips, for example. Less
efﬁcient teaching methods could be replaced with e-learning. To prepare for a practical, you could get someone to
set up an experiment already, for instance. That way students go into the practicals better prepared, and you need
less time and space. You would continue to do the key
kinds of work, such as difﬁcult assignments which students cannot work on alone, in the usual way.’
Last year there was a nationwide debate about the
question of whether there is still any future in lectures?
Are you quietly announcing the death of the lecture here?
(Laughs) ‘That sounds very extreme but if you take this
to its logical conclusion? Yes, the best thing about lectures is that they are a good way of enthusing students, but
they are not the best way of transmitting information.
Nevertheless, in the end the teacher designs the course. If
there are rooms available and he wants to give a lecture, he
can.’
Is there more of a vision behind this than just the wish to
make the teaching more efﬁcient?
‘This could help improve our education too. You look
for ways of getting students to engage with the material
more actively. I have made e-learning modules myself, so I
know there are loads of ways you can build feedback into
them. Certainly if you are an experienced teacher who
knows what mistakes students tend to make. But you can
also get students working with peers, for instance, so they
help each other. In Nematology there is a trial going on
with thesis circles. Led by a teacher, students present their
plans and their results to each other, and they give each
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Wageningen University has been growing apace. The prognoses are for 20 percent more Bachelor’s students in 2014 and 2015, and an increase of 5 percent in
subsequent years.

other feedback. The teacher supervises a whole group this
way, rather than one individual.’

longer contracts for PhD students and student assistants,
or sharing the teaching jobs over several chair groups.’

These are ambitious plans, but how are the chair groups
going to make this transition to e-learning?
‘That is a lot of work and you have to take time for it.
You can’t just say to teachers: next year your course must
switch totally to e-learning. That won’t work at all. The
ﬁrst steps have already been taken, with a decision to use
the innovation budget mainly for adapting courses for larger groups of students. With this money you can support
teachers, but time will tell whether that is enough. It is a
big operation, so I do think it will be hard work.’

Wageningen University is keen to hang on to its strong
points. Yet your committee thinks the university will
become more formal in the years to come.
‘That is indeed a consequence of growth and that trend
has already started. As courses get bigger, for instance,
they are stricter about admissions. They are quicker to
turn away students who apply too late, since things have
been arranged already and the practicals are full. The
increasingly complicated timetables are making it hard
enough to organize things anyway. We are losing the ﬂexibility we had, so we shall more often think: there are rules
and we shall keep to them. In that sense we shall start to
look more like other universities.’

The report also notes that the current tenure track rules
make it difﬁcult to meet the growing demand for teaching
time. What is the solution to this?
‘The tenure track rules require staff to spend about half
their time on research besides their teaching commitments. So to increase teaching capacity, you also need
more research funding coming in, but that doesn’t always
happen. You therefore need to be able to have some of the
staff concentrating full-time on teaching. Not too many,
because of course we want to maintain the link between
education and research. Our proposal is a maximum of 25
percent. We also discuss other possible solutions such as

‘We want to
remain a
personal
university, with
teachers you
know, who are
accessible’

Aren’t your proposals really a bit of a contradiction in
terms? Wageningen wants to grow but to stay smallscale.
‘At some point it is not really small-scale anymore of
course, but what we do want is to remain a personal university, with teachers you know, who are accessible. That
kind of personal contact is this university’s strong point.
So we need to be smart by using innovative methods to
hold on to that. Whether that is possible, time will tell.’
10 April 2014 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



20 >> features

Imidacloprid or not?
Are bee deaths due to neonicotinoids? There are many who say yes.
They think the neonics are directly responsible for the high mortality
among bees. But not according to Wageningen research. Meanwhile
there are signs of an improvement in bee death rates.
text: Roelof Kleis / photo: Guy Ackermans

T

hree weeks ago, a motion by the Party for the
Animals calling upon the government to ban the
use of all neonicotinoids got support from a
majority of the Dutch Lower House. That was on
a Tuesday. Four days later, bee researcher Sjef
van der Steen presented his study of the exposure of bees
to imidacloprid, the best known of the insect-killing
neonics. His conclusion after a two-year study is that
imidacloprid has an effect on the number of bees, the
brood and the urge to swarm but not on winter mortality.
The timing is remarkable but it was pure chance. Van
der Steen presented his work at the annual symposium on
bee health organized by Wageningen bee researchers in
the Hof van Wageningen. Van der Steen’s study is part of
BIJ 1, a programme set up by the Ministry of Economic
Affairs to research bee deaths and what causes them. The
ofﬁcial report, including press release, has yet to be
published and he is still working on a scientiﬁc paper.

CRITICAL
Even so, Van der Steen’s ﬁrm conclusions have not gone
unnoticed. The Utrecht scientist Jeroen van der Sluijs, a
specialist in new risks within the university’s
Environmental Sciences group, was critical of the
Wageningen study in an article on Kennislink. Van der
Sluijs sees the neonics as the primary cause of bee deaths.
His main criticism concerns the way in which the bees
were exposed to imidacloprid. Van der Steen placed his
poisonous sugared water in the wooden hive. In nature,
bees fetch the nectar contaminated with imidacloprid
elsewhere and then have to ﬂy back to the hive, sometimes
over long distances. Imidacloprid affects bees’ sense of
direction. Van der Sluijs says that effect is much smaller in
the Wageningen experimental design.
Bee researcher Romee van der Zee of the Dutch Centre
for Bee Research (NCB), which monitors bee deaths every
year, also has doubts about what exactly Van der Steen has
demonstrated. ‘If you feed bees with sugared water, you

may be further removed from the situation in practice
than you intended.’ She also wonders how sure he can be
that the control group did not collect any contaminated
nectar or pollen. Van der Steen is aware of the criticisms
but points out that this design was a deliberate choice.
‘This experiment is about the effect of imidacloprid on
the vitality of bee colonies, not on bees’ sense of direction.
It’s true that the foraging factor when bees ﬂy out is not
covered by this design. However, this is the only way to be
sure of what comes into the hive and what the levels of
exposure are. In fact, this gives maximum exposure. It was
clear from the start that we wouldn’t be including the
transport route in this experiment.’
MYSTERIOUS
Quite apart from Van der Steen’s experiment, the winter
deaths remain a mysterious phenomenon. After years of
alarming mortality rates of well over 20 percent, rates
suddenly fell sharply in the winter of 2012-13 to a fairly
normal level of 14 percent. The mortality in the winter that
has just ended is not yet known. ‘We only start collecting
data in April,’ says Van der Zee. ‘We don’t just ask whether
colonies are alive or dead, we also want to know whether
they are weak or strong and if they have problems with the
queens, for instance. You can only answer those questions
by taking a good look at the colony and you need good
weather for that. We never publish the results before 1
July.’
Even so, Van der Zee is prepared to make a prediction:
she expects winter deaths to be low again this year. She
says that is because of the weather. ‘The season was late
starting last year. The winter was cold and long, so the
varroa mites only started reproducing late, with a smaller
population in the summer as a result.’ That made the
efforts to tackle the mite, which Wageningen scientists
see as a key factor in winter deaths, go smoothly. In
addition, the winter just gone was mild without any cold
periods. Van der Zee: ‘So the weak colonies were not put to
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Scientists photograph a bee frame from the Wageningen imidacloprid trial. Experts predict low numbers of be deaths this year.

a real survival test. Based on those two arguments, I expect
winter losses of around 11 percent.’ Van de Zee says that
the weather is the dominant factor in bee deaths anyway.
‘The likelihood of bees dying is closely related to the
weather. If the weather is good so that there’s plenty of
opportunity to fetch nectar and pollen and build up a
strong winter population, the other factors that lead to
bee deaths have less of an effect.’
WINTER MOT
She is not the only person making this prediction.
Spokesman Frank Moens of the Dutch Beekeepers’
Association (NBV) also thinks things are not so bad. He
bases this conclusion on the results of the Winter MOT, a
survey the NBV has carried out for the ﬁrst time this
winter. The survey (of 65 beekeepers with 530 bee colonies)
looks at the relationship between winter deaths and the
occupancy rate of hives just before the onset of winter. In
fact, there is not really such a thing as winter deaths,
explains Moens. ‘Winter deaths are actually autumn
deaths. At the end of the summer, winter bees are created
that survive until the spring. That transition takes place in
September/October. The theory is that a poor population
of winter bees will not survive the winter. And you will be

able to see that already in the autumn by looking at the
occupancy of the hive windows. If more than ﬁve of the ten
windows in a hive are covered with bees, they should
manage to survive the winter. If it’s less than ﬁve, the
colony is too weak. Then the beekeeper has two options:
merge weak colonies or let nature takes its course.’
Going by the results of the Winter MOT, the mortality
rate is less than 7 percent. Incidentally, the Winter MOT
says nothing about why a bee colony is weak. Van der
Steen and his Wageningen colleagues are convinced that
tackling the varroa mite effectively and in good time is

‘Tackling the varroa mite eﬀectively
and in good time is crucial in
keeping colonies strong’
crucial in keeping colonies strong. Research by Van der
Zee last year provided conﬁrmation of this. Now Van der
Steen’s fellow researcher Coby van Dooremalen is studying bees’ foraging behaviour using bees with a chip. She is
zooming in on the effects of exposure to varroa mites,
parasites and imidacloprid.
10 April 2014 — RESOURCE
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CONSULTATIVE BODIES
RIPE FOR OVERHAUL?
The elections for the university’s consultative bodies are coming around
again. But few candidates are standing and voter turnout is expected to be
low. Now the bodies themselves are calling for change, as an inspiration
day at the end of March revealed. What are the problems and their
solutions?
text: Albert Sikkema / illustration: Henk van Ruitenbeek

Klaas Swart
Member of the Plant Sciences Group’s
works council and the WUR Council
‘The consultative process is due for
an overhaul. Take the WUR Council
for example: it could more often
invite people from the work ﬂoor to
give advice on a particular subject.
That way the works council would maintain a small
permanent core team that could provide continuity and
organize ad hoc working groups or meetings. This has the
advantage of involving more people in the consultative
process, which creates a larger pool of expertise and
makes the advice given more representative. Vitally, this
helps build the support base for the works council in the
organization. I think we can achieve more if we increase our
visibility.’

Joost Jongerden
Chair of the Social Sciences Group’s
work council
‘I don’t believe that general, largescale solutions are the way to
improve how the consultative
process works. You have to ﬁnd out
where the problems lie. You need to
agree with management the role of the works council in
the decision-making process. There’s no blueprint for
that. It’s something we agree on a dossier by dossier basis,
and that works well.
It is true that university staff, including PhD candidates,
are under-represented in the works council. And this year
it looks like our department won’t be having any elections
because the candidates don’t outnumber the seats. But

involving staﬀ in the consultative process in an ad-hoc way is
not, I think, the solution. It’s already possible to be a
supplementary member of a works council committee,
which means you are part of the consultative body now
and then, when speciﬁc matters are handled, but few
people do that. Knowledge of speciﬁc dossiers and a grasp
of the big picture are what’s needed to discuss the mission
and strategic vision with management.’

Jeroen Candel
Chair of the Wageningen PhD Council
‘The most important problem at the
moment is that certain groups, such
as PhD candidates, are not properly
represented on the WUR Council. The
active PhD candidates are already
sitting on one of the PhD Councils.
This is where the matters affecting them are discussed
and we can talk to whomever we want; we are much more
ﬂexible. While we think the subjects handled by the WUR
Council are very important, many PhD candidates are
currently unclear about what this consultative body has to
offer them. Here’s our suggestion: reserve two seats on the
WUR Council for PhD candidates.’

Anneloes Reinders
Chair of the Student Council
‘Students are members of the
consultative body for just one year,
which means they experience only
the tip of the iceberg. That’s why it is
difﬁcult to put forward proposals for
improvement. In recent months we
have raised a number of points within the consultative
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body, points that we want to work on during the elections.
For example, we have reserved places for PhD candidates
and via the elections working group we are trying to
publicize our consultative body throughout the university.
Besides this, we are actively drawing attention to the WUR
Council by showing the agenda and meeting times on the
information screens.’

that at an early stage you know all the points the works
council thinks need addressing. A participatory approach
like this, which involves the works council thinking collaboratively during the process, is often more eﬀective than a
purely reactive approach, such as when the works council
only gives advice on a proposed decision.’

Robert van Gorcom

PhD candidate at Livestock Research
‘Personally, I’m not interested in
joining the works council. You are
here for only four years, and then you
are gone, unless you are lucky
enough to get a follow-up job. That
prospect plays a part in the decision.
I think as a rule PhD candidates do have enough time for
the works council; we are no busier than other employees.
The fact that there aren’t any PhD candidates in the works
council has more to do with priorities and interests. I’m
not involved so I can’t express an opinion of how it
functions. Sorry.’

Director of Rikilt
‘I see no reason to make changes to
the consultative process as far as
Rikilt is concerned, because our
works council is great. I think that’s
due to the quality of the works
council members and the attitude of
the chair. I try to involve the works council early on in the
decision-making process. Take 18 months ago, for
example, when we reorganized. Someone from the works
council was in the working group charged with preparing
for the reorganization. This has the advantage of ensuring

Rianne van Binsbergen
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Knowledge Atelier

Real assignments
How do you keep the upkeep of
the forests and dune around Den
Helder aﬀordable? Students of
Forest and Nature Management
were put to work on this question
in a project for the Knowledge
Atelier (Kenniswerkplaats), a
platform for bringing students
and clients together to address
local issues. ‘There is more and
more demand for students’
thinking capacity.’
The taps have been turned off for
funding nature management, and
organizations are feeling the
pinch. One of the places affected is
Den Helder, where the
municipality is wrestling with the
question of how to fund the
upkeep of forest and dune areas in
future. In search of creative, out-ofthe-box solutions, they turned to
the Knowledge Atelier, where
students from Wageningen and
elsewhere are ready to help think
through problems faced in the
ﬁeld.
The atelier has been in
existence for nearly 10 years, but
its portfolio of assignments has
grown particularly fast in the last
couple of years. ‘You should see a
Knowledge Atelier as a platform
which links up local government
bodies, companies and
organizations with students,’
explains Wageningen coordinator
Ilse Markensteijn. There are
several knowledge ateliers in the
Netherlands which work with local
training schools, originally in the
environmental sector but
nowadays broader than that too.
Wageningen University is the only
university represented among all
the ateliers. According to
Markensteijn, local parties make
their way to the ateliers with
increasing frequency. ‘There is
more demand for students’
thinking capacities. Perhaps partly
because current issues in the ﬁeld
of sustainability require new kinds

of solutions.’ The system has big
advantages for students too, thinks
Markensteijn. ‘You can tackle a
real problem, rather than a madeup case. Not only does that feel
useful, it is useful.’
STAKEHOLDERS
In the Den Helder case, it was
second-year BSc students of Forest
and Nature Management who set
to work. First they travelled to the
nature area around Den Helder
and talked to stakeholders. Glen
Potvliet was one of the students
who took part. ‘Our ﬁrst
impression of the area was not very
good; it had not been very well
maintained. But of course that
immediately shows the problems
faced by the area.’ The students
talked to various stakeholders in
the area, including entrepreneurs.
Glenn: ‘By talking to the owner of a
pancake restaurant, we found out
that the entrepreneurs in the area
were prepared to collaborate as
long as they could make some
money as well. That was useful
information for us.’ They then

28 PROJECTS
In the academic year 2012-2013,
278 students from Wageningen
University contributed to 28
Knowledge Atelier projects. As
well as governments, entrepreneurs and NGOs, the students
also worked with research institutes, (semi-) government bodies, business people, vocational and applied science students
and groups of residents.

started work on their own plan for
making the nature areas (de
Donkere Duinen and Mariëndal)
viable.
PARKING FEES
At the end of the week, they and
other groups got the chance to
pitch their ideas to a jury including
staff from Den Helder municipality
and several experts on naturerelated entrepreneurship. Glenn:
‘Our idea was to get visitors to pay
for parking in the nature areas, but
then to give them vouchers to

catering outlets in the area. That
way you make the visitors pay but
you also make them feel they get
something concrete back for their
money. Both the municipality and
the local businesses beneﬁt by it.’
The simplicity and feasibility of
the plans drew a lot of praise from
the jury, and they ended up
pronouncing it the best pitch.
Whether it will actually be
implemented remains to be seen,
but Glenn looks back on the
experience with pleasure anyway.
According to Ilse Markensteijn,
the Den Helder project is a good
example of the value of the
Knowledge Atelier for students.
‘The point was not just a nice
project, but also to look at how to
ﬁnance a plan and which parties
could be involved. That means that
as a nature student you suddenly
ﬁnd yourself sitting at the table
with the owner of a pancake
restaurant. That might not be
what you expected when you
embarked on the degree
programme. But that is how it
works in practice.’ RA and RG

Wageningen students seek a solution to the management problem in Den Helder.
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Nasty bug spoils internship

Marchel Ratering was woken a
month ago by a phone call from a
Wageningen student on an internship in Kalimantan (Indonesia),
who had been bitten by a snake.
Was the snake poisonous, she
wanted to know, and was she in
mortal danger? ‘After a series of
questions it was clear that this was
not a poisonous snake, and what
sort of treatment she should have.’
Until three years ago, Ratering
worked for the university, but now
he is self-employed (www.
vaccinatiecentrum.nl), he still sees
a lot of Wageningen students who
are preparing to leave for a tropical
country. He obtained samples of
faeces from some of the students,
about 600 in total, from before and
after their tropical sojourn. By
analysing these specimens, he
could ﬁnd out whether the
students had brought a parasite
back with them. He published the
results this month together with
ex-student doctor André
Godkewitch and Leiden in The
American Journal of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene.
REFRESHING DIP
The outcome was not too bad, says
Ratering. Nearly 30 of the 600
students returned with nasty
intestinal parasites which cause
diarrhoea, abdominal cramps and
nausea. One had roundworm,
which can lead to kidney
problems. Nine students had
contracted bilharzia, a notorious
parasite which lurks in fresh water
in tropical countries. A refreshing
dip in a tropical lake can lead to
this parasite penetrating the skin

CREDIT FOTOGRAAF

On internships in tropical or subtropical countries, Wageningen
students pick up not just useful
skills but also an array of local
parasites such as the dreaded
bilharzia. Working with
colleagues from Leiden, Marchel
Ratering, former assistant to the
university’s student doctor,
investigated how often this
happens.

Swimming in a tropical lake can lead to the larvae of the bilharzia parasite (inset) penetrating the body and establishing themselves in the bladder or bowel.

and settling into the bladder or
bowel.
Students often do not realize
what they have brought with them
when they get back from the
tropics, says Ratering. Last year,
for example, he had a student who

had swum in Lake Malawi during
her internship period. Because she
had no symptoms, she ignored
Ratering’s advice to have herself
checked for bilharzia. Six months
later she was admitted to a
Nijmegen hospital with high fever

MARCHEL’S TOP FIVE INTERNSHIP DANGERS:
1) Diarrhoea. Many students get diarrhoea on internships from a nasty
parasite or bacterium in the water or food. Nothing to panic about, but
a serious nuisance.
2) Culture shock. In other words: the psychological-emotional diﬃculties on returning from the internship. These are underestimated, says
Ratering. ‘You come back as a diﬀerent person to the one who went
away.’ This can lead to listlessness, lack of concentration and falling
behind with studies.
3) Traﬃc. In the broadest sense of the work, meaning not just car crashes (the road traﬃc is often extremely dangerous) but minor accidents
on the way to or at the internship address which lead to an early return.
4) STDs. Because students are far from home there is sometimes a tendency to be more casual about sexual relations. Whether or not the student has a steady relationship back in the Netherlands.
5) Animals. Animals that do not transmit diseases in the Netherlands
can certainly do so in other countries. Mammals transmit rabies, for
instance, and mosquitoes malaria.
.

and serious abdominal problems –
the parasite had peacefully laid its
eggs undisturbed. All students
who have been in contact with
fresh water in bilharzia countries
should get themselves tested,
advised Ratering.
STUPID THINGS
The specialist on tropical diseases
does not want to scare people or
act like a know-all, he says, but he
does notice that GPs often do not
know enough about ‘internship
illnesses’. And he is not just mean
knowledge about which parasites
are found in which countries, but
also how the students behave on
their internships. ‘They are
adventurous and they often do
stupid things.’ This is why
students run higher risks of
picking up nasty diseases such as
bilharzia, TBC or dengue fever.
Nevertheless dangerous
tropical diseases are not among
Marchel’s top ﬁve internship
dangers. . AS
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STRIPES
Why are zebras stripy? To fend oﬀ
biting ﬂies, say scientists from
Davis California. They correlated
the number of stripes on several
species
of zebra
with the
number
of biting ﬂies
found in their
habitat. The
more stripes, the more ﬂies. The
article appeared in the online
edition of Nature Communications
on 1 April.

CUPBOARD LANDLORD
Renting a room can be a pricy
business. But in Paris they take it
to extremes. A landlord there has
been sued for renting out an
‘apartment’ of 1.6 square metres
for years. He got 330 euros a
month for it. He now has to pay his
tenant 12,000 euros in damages.
The rules say an apartment must be
at least nine square metres. When
the tenant realized this, he took
his landlord to court. Complaints
about Idealis, anyone?

TRUST
Intelligent people are more
trusting, concluded Oxford
scientists in PlosOne. It might be
because they tend to be
surrounded by trustworthy folk and
therefore have more reason to be
trusting. Or it could be that they
are quicker to grasp situations,
therefore not becoming suspicious
as quickly, reasoned the
researchers. Whatever the reason,
it actually sounds as though you
can easily take university people
for a ride.

Sharing fun times by bike
For students who like cycling and
having fun together, there is now
WSWV Hellingproof.
As summertime begins, so does
the cycling season. With an hour’s
extra daylight, it is easy to train in
the evening hours again.
On Wednesday evening a
motley crew of 20 men and women
gathered at the Bongerd sports
centre for the ﬁrst ofﬁcial training
session of the student cycling club
Hellingproof. The new cycling club
managed to persuade rector
Martin Kropff to start their ﬁrst
ride and cycle along with them.
Seven students took the
initiative to start the new club last
year; four of them are on the ﬁrst
board. ‘We felt the lack of a close
group, a kind of hard core like
Tartlétos has, with which you can
not only go cycling but also go out
for a meal or on an outing,’ says
Jora Steennis. Making an
appointment to go cycling through
the Facebook group Wielrenners
in Wageningen or WhatsApp is not
the same. When you get back
everyone goes their own way. Jora:
‘Now we have a set training
evening and afterwards we
sometimes eat together at
someone’s house. We have also

done things like taking part in a
pub quiz a couple of times.’
Simon, a ﬁrst-year student of
Biology, is happy about
Hellingproof. In Apeldoorn he was
a junior member of a team. In
Wageningen he misses the
friendships and the routine of
cycling together that you get in
such a group. ‘Together you cycle
faster and it is more sociable,’ says
Simon.
PUPPIES
On Wednesday evening the team
plunges into the Binnenveld for
bridge-to-bridge round. This is a
familiar circuit for Wageningen
cyclists: crossing the Rhine at
Heteren or Rhenen and racing
along the dyke to the other bridge.
‘We keep to the rules of the road
and warn each other about cars
and obstacles,’ says Casper Helling
– who is honoured that the club
was named after him. Before they
leave he explains how warning
signals such as ‘poles’, ‘oncoming’
and ‘car behind’ should be passed
on within the peloton. No superﬂuous luxury when all you can see
is the back wheel and backside of
the person in front of you.
On the dyke, the peloton
follows Helling’s instructions and

APRIL IS CYCLING MONTH
– WSWV was started in
November 2013.
– On 1 April the club had 23
members.
– There will be several activities
in April: an MTB clinic (7
April), watching Paris-Roubaix
(13 April), a clinic with
professional cyclist Annemiek
van Vleuten (16 April).
– At Easter Hellingproof is going
to Limburg to cycle and to see
the Amstel Gold Race; early in
July there will be a mountain
biking weekend.
– Info: wswv-hellingproof.nl

practises riding in single and in
double diagonal pacelines. The
trick is to keep a good position in
the peloton and to get back in again
when you fall back from the front.
You tend to cycle faster than
you would on your own. Someone
who falls behind is done for, and
rides back alone to the meeting
point, this time on the bridge at
Heteren. Then they ﬂy up the
Keijenbergseweg to Wageningen
like a pack of exuberant puppies.
Like this, cycling together is a
walkover. And isn’t the countryside
lovely. Helling: ‘Next time, hill
training.’ YdH

CUP OF TEA

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

Exams coming up? Drink green tea,
not coﬀee. Researchers at the
University of Basel have
demonstrated that the working
memory works better after a dose
of green tea. At least, this is true of
men. Oddly, all the test subjects in
their trial were men. Not the
biggest green tea fans, surely.

Because the starter pistol did not work, Kropﬀ grabbed a megaphone and used that.
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EPISODE 28 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<
ILLUSTRATIES: KIM PETERSE

The story so far: Vera is no longer the shy ﬁrstyear who applied for a room in the house last
year. She is now an active student and a born
leader when she works with her course-mates.

Group work
‘T

his is a truly epic clip,’ said Frank, turning his laptop round to show the screen.
A cat was trying to crawl into a box that was
much too small for it.
Vera interrupted the hilarity. ‘Come on people.
We really need to get some work done.’ Together with ﬁve other students in her year, she
was upstairs in Forum working on a project.
They were making almost no headway.
Luckily she had some support. ‘Yes, we need to get a move
on,’ agreed another group member. ‘The other groups have
already got really complex models.’ Frank meanwhile was
nonchalantly brushing a few blond locks oﬀ his face.
‘But a model should be simple,’ he started. Vera wanted to
jump in quickly but was too late. Yet again Frank was giving
them one of his boastful sermons. The end was always the
same: his high school years when, as a maths genius, he had
passed every test without doing any revision. Vera looked
imploringly at her team mates but they only stared back helplessly. As usual, it was up to her to provide some leadership.
‘Okay,’ she said ﬁnally, clearing her throat. ‘I’ve already
updated my part at home and that’s really improved the
model. How did you guys get on?’ To Vera’s relief, a discussion got underway and progress was rapid. She smiled
when the German guy reeled oﬀ a list of mistakes in Frank’s
work.
‘He’s such a jerk,’ thought Vera. Frank was now looking
sheepishly at his laptop screen. At about four thirty, when
everyone was getting stale, they decided to call it a day.

Vera promised to put everything into one document so they
could all check it before Friday.
‘Now, we’re cooking with gas, bros,’ said Frank, as they left
Forum. Vera rolled her eyes in disbelief.
Frank’s remark popped into her head on Thursday evening
as she was ﬁnishing the work.
‘I bet he’s propping up a bar somewhere,’ thought Vera,
‘while I’m polishing his work for him.’ Suddenly she had an
idea. She deleted a graph in Frank’s part and pasted in a
photo of Vecino, stretched out on the window sill, asleep.
‘Figure 3,’ she typed beneath it, ‘Frank doing his ﬁnal
check.’ Send.
‘Now we’ll see who’s cooking with gas, bro,’ thought Vera.
When the group met up the next day, Vera wasn’t the only
one who happened to be grinning.
‘And Frank,’ she purred, ‘did you spot any mistakes in the
latest version?’
‘No,’ he replied, leaning back in his chair. ‘I reckon it’s ready to print and submit. It looks great.’ The whole group
burst out laughing.

Resource follows events at Mortierstraat 14B

eWallet replaces chipknip
Two weeks from now the only
way students will be able to pay
for photocopies is with a virtual
wallet. This eWallet is replacing
the chipknip system, which the
whole of the Netherlands is
abandoning as of 1 January 2015.
In practice you will use your WUR
card to pay. The card itself won’t
carry a balance, instead it will be
linked to a virtual wallet. You’ll put
money in your eWallet by

transferring money to it from your
own account using iDeal or Paypal.
Facilities & Services thinks that
a personal eWallet is the best way
to replace the chipknip. ‘Returning
to cash payment, for instance,
wasn’t an option for us,’ says
Annet de Haas, head of Location
Facilities. ‘It leads to vandalism
and means the product dispensers
have to be emptied of cash.’ As for
the new payment systems being
introduced by banks, there’s still

too much uncertainty surrounding
them, believes De Haas.
In two weeks’ time, the new allin-one printer, scanner and copier
machines will be installed – complete with the payment system – in
Forum and Orion. The Leeuwenborch is likely to follow a week
later. According to the current
schedule, the coffee dispensers
will switch in mid to late May.
Students using the new system
will have to make sure they don’t

spend money needlessly on
transaction fees. iDeal charges 60
cents per transfer to the eWallet;
PayPal’s fee is 35 cents plus 3.9 per
cent of the transfer amount. To
compensate for these additional
fees, Facilities & Services is
reducing its printing rates.
The eWallet can be topped up
via the link on MyPortal, or the QR
code generator that will soon be
hanging next to the multifunctional printers. RR
10 April 2014 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



28 >> student

>> PARTIES
The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie. Check
www.wageningenup.nl for all parties.

CERES - WAGGIE, SO INTERNATIONAL!
Thursday 10 April from 23.00 to 04.00
Thursday 10 April is the long-awaited day of the
open party hosted by WSV Ceres. As that week
is ‘One World Week’, Villa Veluvia will be

transformed into a multicultural party venue
with the theme: Waggie, so international!
Various musical styles will be on offer,
including the cheerful jazz of De Ceresband
and the pop/rock sounds of The Falcons. And in
the Grote Kroegzaal you can get down to the
beats of DJ Freek. Entrance fee: 3.50.
Don’t forget your student card and ID!
A staffed cloakroom will be available.
THE DOCTOR - BATTLE OF THE ELEMENTS
Thursday 17 April from 22.00 to 03.00
‘Battle of the elements’ is the highly
appropriate theme of the open party being
organized by Pyrus, the study association for
Soil, Water and Atmosphere. Groups can test
their strength in a ‘meter battle’ that you can

sign up for on the spot. There’s no entrance fee,
so be sure to drop in at the Doctor on 17 April!
DE BUNKER - MEXICAN NIGHT
Tuesday 22 April from 22.00 to 03.00
In the ﬁnal week before the study week it is
time for the last party in the Bunker for period
5. The theme is ‘Mexico’ so for once you can
enjoy a Mexican evening without having to buy
a plane ticket.
Bring your sombrero because we are going
Mexican tonight! Drink specials: tequila,
Corona and margaritas. FREE tortilla chips and
dip!

This feature is provided by the
WageningenUP-team

>> THE WORKS
‘I LOST ELEVEN
KILOS’
Who? Thomas Hassing, MSc Applied
Communication Science
What? Three months internship with Nepal
Foresters’ Association
Where? Kathmandu and Charikot, Nepal
‘I did an internship for Nepal Foresters’ Association, which supports
foresters and forests. My internship involved holding interviews
about the implementation of the FSC hallmark. In Kathmandu I had
supervision, but in Charikot I was left to make the best of it. For
example, a female interpreter had been arranged for me, but her
English was very poor and she was restricted in doing her job because women aren’t allowed to be alone with any man they don’t know.
That was problematic because we were supposed to travel to a number of villages to interview people. For a moment there I’ll admit I
felt pretty desperate. Luckily, I happened to meet a Nepalese student
who was prepared to translate for me.
Charikot was spectacular, set amongst hills with snow-topped peaks in
the background, but also very cold. My bathroom had a hole in the wall
for a window and there was hot water only twice every three weeks. I
tried to take a shower but was so frozen afterwards that I never did it
again. It was also freezing at night, so I slept in all my clothes. I lost 11
kilos, due to diarrhoea, the active lifestyle, the cold and eating rice day
in, day out instead of fats and sugars.
In Nepal I met a guy who came from exactly the same Frisian village as
me. A bizarre coincidence. We spent two weeks hiking together through
the fabulous mountainous landscape of the Himalayas. The last part of

the route we travelled by bus. We crossed a narrow mountain ridge and
with every bump in the road, the overcrowded bus tilted towards the
ravine. I was terriﬁed, but thankfully we survived.
When we drove into Kathmandu it seemed like there had been a
nuclear war. Everything was dirty and bins full of rubbish were burning
everywhere. Children were playing on huge mountains of refuse. After
the beautiful nature we’d seen, the contrast in the suburbs was really
challenging. Despite all their poverty and unemployment, the Nepalese
accept their lot in life. You can get wound up about all sorts of things,
but some things are beyond your control. I have adopted something of
that attitude, and it’s made me a lot more relaxed.’ MvdH
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announcements
Announcements by and for students and staﬀ. Send in a maximum
of 75 words to resource@wur.nl on
the Thursday before publication
(and for the International Edition
include an English version). Subject: Announcements.

MEANWHILE IN... <<
Mega-democracy
In the news: Elections are starting in India, the largest democracy
in the world. This is the biggest democratic operation ever, with
814 million people entitled to vote. The ﬁrst stage of the elections
was on 7 April, with nine more stages to follow. The result is
expected on 16 May.
Commentary by Chandrashekhar Dengale, International Agribusiness
and Trade Bachelor’s student, and Mith Chaudhari, Global Chain
Management Master’s student
Chandrashekhar: ‘The party currently in government, the Congress
Party, has been in power for ten years now. Indians are really angry
with the present government; the widespread corruption is a
particular source of annoyance. Take the scandal surrounding the
building of Ardash, for example. The building was intended for war
heroes but 25 ﬂats were sold off for virtually nothing to politicians
and civil servants. And more than 20 billion euros disappeared in the
2G spectrum scandal, in the sale of frequencies for mobile phones.’
‘Lots of Indians have money hidden away in Switzerland. People
say that if it was all returned to India, we would be the richest
country in the world. I saw on the Internet that it’s about a trillion
euros — that’s a one followed by 12 zeroes.’
Mith: ‘Narendra Modi is expected to become the new prime
minister. The state of Gujarat has developed a lot under his
leadership, with a focus on technology. Polls give him 30 percent
more votes than his rivals. The country really needs to change and
Modi can achieve that.’
‘India has a lot of isolated areas; around two-thirds is farmland. But
there is also Internet everywhere so everyone knows now that there
are elections. That is why a high turnout is expected. People have to
have a voter ID card with their name and photo. They vote
electronically via a computer. It’s very secure, we are not expecting
any problems. You vote on a screen, you can only enter one choice
and no-one else can see what you’re doing. The votes are recorded
immediately.’
‘I am expecting everything to change under Modi. Now a lot of
graduates are unemployed, people with a Master’s degree or even a
PhD. Industry should be developed in every city and big
improvements are needed in the infrastructure too. Metros are
being built, but only in three cities. They must do more than that. It
costs almost as much to study medicine in India as in the United
States. It’s incredible — where does all that money go?’ NM

Theo Meijer
Recently we learned that our
former colleague and lecturer
Theo Meijer passed away on
3 April 2014. Theo worked from
1975 to 1995 at the Irrigation &
Water Engineering group of
Wageningen University. After
teaching sprinkler irrigation, he
later on focused on the design of
irrigation systems. Coming from
Delft, Theo needed time to get
acquainted with the ways of the
Wageningen engineers, because
he often did not get a straight
answer, but an ”it depends”.
Still he managed to connect the
agricultural and the civil
engineering approaches, while
also promoting a bottom-up, next
to a top down approach, in
irrigation system design. His
manual ‘Design of smallholders’
irrigation systems’ dating from
1990 is still used by many of his
former students, because it oﬀers
practical solutions and approximations for complex calculations like
the dimensioning of small canals.
Theo excelled on the piano and
enjoyed playing the accordion. For
many years he was the “house”
composer of the departmental
songs for special occasions. His
witty comments on the traits of
professors in the Nieuwlanden
cabaret shows are still well
remembered.
It is diﬃcult to imagine that Theo
is gone. On behalf of the present
and former staﬀ and students of
the Irrigation group we wish his
wife and children all the strength
to bear with this great loss.
Willem Genet & Bert Bruins

One World Week
The One World Week 2014, from
April 10-16, is to celebrate our
international identity, and open for
all! Grab this chance to interact,
connect, have fun and learn from
each other to become a world wise
citizen. This year’s theme is: Shall
we....? Shall we play bubble ball,
shall we watch a fashion show,
shall we have fun together, shall
we eat and party together.
CHECK THE PROGRAMME WWW.WAGENINGENUR.
NL/ONEWORLDWEEK

UNAOC-EF Summerschool
Be one of 75 youth for positive
social change. Develop skills for
this interconnected world through
lively discussions and interactive
workshops. Selected participants
will be provided with ﬂight,
accommodation, meals and full
event access.
APPLICATION (DEADLINE: 22 APRIL) THROUGH
WWW.UNAOCEFSUMMERSCHOOL.ORG

Crash course Governance, Policy
and Organisation
The course (one evening) addresses
four issues. The ﬁrst one is on
governance and organisation of
WU, the second one on funding of
courses and other ﬁnancial issues,
the third one on main agenda
items of Programme Committees:
the annual Education Modiﬁcation
Cycle), the Education and Examination Regulations and the accreditation of study programmes, including the internal quality assurance
system, the fourth one on tasks,
responsibilities and authorities of
a Programme Committee and its
members. Date: 16 April, venue:
Forum Building, VIP rooms, vime:
19.30 -22.00 hours, free drinks afterwards. Lecturer: Jan Steen, Consultant Quality of Education.
SUBSCRIBE BY SENDING AN EMAIL TO
MARITA.KLEFKEN@WUR.NL

More announcements see page 30
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announcements (cont.)
Vegan Challenge
In April Green Oﬃce supports Vegan Challenge campaign with a series of tasty and inspiring events.
Do you want to try something new
and broaden your taste horizons?
Join Vegan Challenge! Pass-by
WUR canteens to discover fresh vegan meals, join a cooking workshop by Eveline Cooks (10 April),
meet and mingle at potluck dinner
(14 April) or learn surprising facts
about sporting and eating vegan at
the lecture by Karlijn Bertens, Dutch
Olympic team dietician (23 April).
INFO: GREENOFFICEWAGENINGEN.NL

Baltournament
Veste and SWU Thymos are organizing the annual baltournament
again, Tuesday 15 April 19.0023.30 in De Bongerd. During this
tournament you will compete in all
sorts of balldisciplines, like basketball and human table football.
Get a team of 6-8 people together
and subscribe for free at swuthymos.nl.
INFO: SWUTHYMOS.NL

Open softball tournament
This spring, Base and Softball Club
Matchmakers organises an open
softball-tournament. A team consists of 9 members, but you can
also apply individually. Participating teams will play one of the preliminaries, on either the 14th , 21st
or the 28th of May. The winners
will be invited for the ﬁnals on the
4th of June. Softball gear is forthcoming. After every match, there
will be a barbecue and our bar will
be opened.
REGISTRATION: HSCMATCHMAKERS@GMAIL.COM

Seminar Arctic Shipping and Oﬀshore Operations
Wageningen UR, HME, Canatec,
and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign
Aﬀairs organise a seminar to discuss technical, regulatory and environmental aspects of operating
in the Arctic, for both shipping as
well as oﬀshore operations. The
aim is to identify the Arctic essentials and key issues for the coming
years. Experienced experts in the
ﬁeld will address technical, envi-

ronmental and regulatory challenges. The seminar will be held on
Wednesday the 16th of April at the
Ministry of Foreign Aﬀairs, The Hague. The seminar will be chaired
by Prof. dr. Herman J.P. Eijsackers.
Conﬁrmed speakers are amongst
others Robert Blaauw from Shell,
Ed Wiersema from Heerema Marine
Contractors and Johan Adriaanse
from Wagenborg Shipping.
MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: WWW.
WAGENINGENUR.NL/EN/RESEARCH-RESULTS/
PROJECTS-AND-PROGRAMMES/ARCTIC/SHOW/
ARCTIC-SHIPPING-OFFSHORE-OPERATIONS.HTM

Inspringtheater
Thursday evening, 24th of April we
organise a theatre workshop in
‘Gebouw met de Klok’, Generaal
Foulkesweg 37. Inspringtheater
uses interactive theatre to open up
an active dialogue around diﬃcult
themes at e.g. conferences, workshops or events. In this workshop
we will share our experience with
diﬀerent theatre games and techniques and you can learn a new way
of engaging & encouraging an audience. With or without experience, Dutch or English speaking:
join our workshop for free, 19.30 22.00hrs.
TO SUBSCRIBE OR MORE INFO: WWW.BOERENGROEP.NL/INSPRINGTHEATER

Items from WW2 in museum De
Casteelse Poort
Museum De Casteelse Poort exhibits 30 unusual objects from its
own collection, which have to do
with World War 2 in Wageningen.
The mini-expo is a temporary extension of the permanent exhibition Peace of Wageningen 1945,
which shows how the local war history has become a monument of
national importance. The special
collection includes embezzlement
attributes, war soap, amateur cigarettes, an oﬃcer’s saber, signage
from the important WW2-landmark
Hotel De Wereld and more. The mini-exhibition is on display until
May 5th.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.CASTEELSEPOORT.NL.

How to ﬁnd a job in the Netherlands
After graduation from Wageningen
University, you might want to stay
and look for a job in the Netherlands. However, you might be con-

fused with complicated procedures
and less assured of being transferred from a student to a jobseeker.
You might still lack insight of
Dutch culture and the Dutch way of
working. So where and how do you
start looking for the information
about getting a job in the Netherlands? This lecture (in English) will
provide you with accurate guidelines and practical information on
the job-hunting process, cultural
management diﬀerences, work habits & business etiquette. 23 April
19.00-22.00 in Impulse.

Monday 14 April, 18.30

INFO: WWW.KLV.NL

This seventh comedy show is all
English. Thanks to the international comedy festival in Utrecht that
weekend, Adam Fields has managed three world toppers to convince them that they can do in Café
XL. Best ﬁrst action (Probably because we are the best – tricky –
audience). Adam ﬁelds (mc) is the
show master and presents David
Deery (US), Maureen Younger (UK)
and Isak Jansson (SW).

Speed learning & learning
techniques (in Dutch)
Do you need energy & inspiration
for your (next) academic period?
Please come for this training and
be pleasantly surprised by
yourself. This course will help you
going over easily all exams. With
cooperation of training company
Remind Learning. 28 april 14.0017.00 in Leeuwenborch.
INFO: WWW.KLV.NL

MEET AND MINGLE DINNER
Connectivity! Meet and Mingle Dinner for Green-minded Students
Join our dinner evening for some
social interaction among green and
sustainable-minded students.
Bring your own dinner or buy one
from Cormet and meet and mingle!
At Grand Cafe, Forum.
MORE INFO: ‘CONNECTIVITY!’ FACEBOOK EVENT,
GREEN.OFFICE@WUR.NL OR WEP@WUR.NL

Thursday 17 April, 21.15

COMEDYSHOW

Thursday 17 April, 20.15

LIVE STAGE MARNIX PRESENTS

agenda
Thursday 10 April 19.30

FAIR TRADE DISCUSSION
Is Fairtrade really that fair? And
for whom? Kasper Meulesteen (Fair
Trade Management student), Fenny
van Eshuis (Max Havelaar), Bijnse
Dankert (journalist) will give their
opinion. Jan Hoekstra will lead the
discussion afterwards. In Forum.
Saturday 12 April, 20.00

CANTO IN ARBORETUMKERK
The Canto Ostinato from Simeon
ten Holt will be performed by
Zwaan Stam and Erik Langedijk.
They play the quatre-mains version
on one piano. Tickets: at the church
door or via edm.wolf@telfort.nl.

Annabelle Chvostek (Canada), at
Café De Bospoort, Bospoort 1, Ede.
Annabelle Chvostek is a Canadian
singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist who was a member of
the famous folk trio ‘The Wailin’
Jennys’. In 2007 she left the
Jennys and reprised her solo
career. Her 2013 release ‘Rise’ is
nominated for two famous Canadian Awards. Door open: 19:45, start
20:15, admission € 9. Booking in
advance € 8: reservering@livestagemarnix.com (to be paid in cash
at the venue)
INFO: WWW.LIVESTAGEMARNIX.COM

INFO: WWW.ERICENZWAAN.NL

Sunday 13 April, 16.30

JAZZ JAM SESSION
Why not join in the monthly jazz
jam sessions at Cafe de Zaaier?
Every second Sunday in the month,
from four thirty, a large number of
musicians improvise around jazz
standards as well as funk, bossa
nova, etc. bossa, enz.
INFO: LAURENS.GANZEVELD @ WUR.NL
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Opleidingen voor
medewerkers in
Opleidingscatalogus
Wij vinden het binnen Wageningen UR belangrijk dat mensen zich
ontwikkelen. Nu is op één plek een overzicht te vinden van interne
en externe cursussen en trainingen. In de Opleidingscatalogus
staan veel opleidingen van zowel interne als externe aanbieders
die bewezen kwaliteit leveren. De catalogus kan je helpen om een
goede keuze te maken voor een opleiding.

Meer informatie?
www.wageningenUR.nl/opleidingscatalogus

Samen
werken
Samen
sporten
22-25
april

Kom naar Sports Centre de Bongerd tijdens de
Nationale Sportweek van 22 tot en met 25 april.
Tijdens de lunchpauzes kun je als medewerker
van Wageningen UR gratis deelnemen aan
verschillende sportlessen. Schrijf je in voor
een les en maak kans op een jaar lang gratis
sportrechten.
Altijd al willen weten of Zumba iets voor jou is?
Of dat je meer een Yoga-type bent? Misschien
ZLOMHZHOHHQVGH$OSHG¶+XH]RS¿HWVHQRIOLHYHU
de Mont Ventoux? Dat kan allemaal tijdens de
Nationale Sportweek.
Kijk voor het complete aanbod en inschrijving op
wageningenUR.nl/sportscentre.
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ILLUSTRATION: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Child Labour
The Netherlands sometimes reminds me of the good old days on my grandparents’ farm in the
early 20th century. Child labour was still legal in Spain back then.

All joking apart, I am amazed at all the under 18s employed in all kinds of part-time jobs in
supermarkets and on paper rounds in the Netherlands. A habit that is very important for their
personal development, providing them with valuable skills and experience. The work occurs after
school and is not ‘mentally, physically, socially or morally dangerous’, to quote one deﬁnition of
the negative effects of child labour. Working from a young age is a very positive thing, in my
opinion. This practice does not happen much in Spain, where there is no special legislation which
encourages it – or if there is, people and business owners are not aware of it. The supermarkets
are mostly staffed by full-time employees and in the city where my parents live, the paper rounds
are done by older women with strong legs. When I was growing up, none of my friends were
earning money. It was normal that our parents supported our fun activities and trips or whatever
else we wanted to spend money on.
From the parents’ point of view, working hours would replace homework hours, so they were not
much in favour of that. And to be honest, as teenagers, from our point of view working hours
would replace hanging out and playing hours. If the family had enough money to support the
children, not much attention was paid to the potential beneﬁts of a job in terms of the children’s
learning, independence and development. Seeing kids ﬁlling shelves in the stores made me think,
read about and ﬁnally appreciate this practice of encouraging children to work. Jose Rodes Blanco,

In Spain the paper rounds
are done by older women.
In the Netherlands, teenagers
gain skills and experience
from part-time jobs

Erasmus student.

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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