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labour of love

>> GABY + BEES
Gaby Schmelzer, PROTA and secretary of ESG employees’ council

‘Utterly fascinating, the
industry of a population’
Meet Gaby Shmelzer the beekeeper. It
was colleagues who introduced her to
the world of bees six years ago. Now she
is responsible for three populations that
camp out in colleague Marten Scheffer’s
orchard. The latest harvest yielded 40
pots of honey. ‘The way a population
operates as one organism. A world of its
own. Absolutely marvellous how they
RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
achieve it all.’
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WAGENINGEN’S LEADING LIGHTS
Living and learning on an island:
a portrait of Professor Han Lindeboom

OUT WITH THE EDIFICE, IN WITH THE NETWORK
For years Wageningen UR was spoken of in metaphors that suggested an imposing building: an organization with three ‘pillars’: the university, DLO and an
applied sciences institution. Such an ediﬁce is a physical construct with an
owner; it grows (because scale matters) and has entrances and borders. When
Van Hall Larenstein dropped out this image began to crumble.
But metaphors change. Wageningen UR is increasingly seen more in terms of a
network. An organization with partners, participants in something bigger. This
was reﬂected in the formation of the top sectors: Wageningen UR joined forces
with the business world and government to create a ‘golden triangle’. We are
seeing it again now in the new Amsterdam institute for urban solutions. A network, preferable a new combination of people, should always generate innovation. Out with the ediﬁce, in with the network.
Albert Sikkema

>> Winner of photo competition | P.16
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ð *RDOUHVHDUFKDQGHGXFDWLRQ
DURXQGPHWURSROLWDQWKHPHV

Wageningen will be joining forces
with Delft University of Technology
and MIT in Boston to set up a new
scientiﬁc institute working on
solutions for cities. The three were
the convincing winners in a
competition set up by the
municipality of Amsterdam, which
has earmarked 50 million euros
for the new institute. The
Wageningen project coordinator,
Chris Karman, explains what this
means for Wageningen.
Could you summarize the new
institute’s aims in a couple of
sentences?
‘All over the world, urbanization
is increasing fast. This is
presenting us with a variety of new

challenges. The new institute will
work on ﬁnding solutions for these
problems. It will do this partly by
carrying out applied research and
partly by training talented young
people in this area - in other words,
education. The institute will be a
platform, a network organization
involving a lot of companies and
other organizations.’
It’s an unusual combination:
Wageningen, Delft and MIT, the
most important technological
institute in the world.
‘That’s right, but we
complement each other really well.
Delft excels in what we call the
city’s ‘tissue’: the buildings,
streets, infrastructure.
Wageningen knows a lot about the
‘ﬂows’ of energy, food and the
social structure. And MIT’s
SENSEable City Lab specializes in
measuring all of this. Their
strength is “sensing the city”,
which lets you map the physical
features of a metropolis.’

Is there a need for this kind of
research?
‘Deﬁnitely. Major companies
such as Shell and KPN have already
said they will be joining in. Getting
information about how a modern
city develops and functions is
interesting for them too. Both of
these companies are directly
involved as well as key players in
the urban infrastructure. This
offers really interesting research
opportunities.’
How important is this project for
Wageningen?
‘It’s important. As the world
becomes more and more urban,
you see Wageningen’s research
domains shifting as a result. There
is an increasing emphasis on
topics such as the provision of
food and energy in a metropolitan
context. This institute can serve as
a springboard for Wageningen to
enable it to make real progress in
this area.’ 5*

:$*(1,1*(1856(//67+(:25/'

3DUWLFLSDQWVLQWKH%DQN*LUR/RWWHU\FDQQXPEHUWKHPVHOYHVDPRQJWKHVSRQVRUVRI'H:HUHOG+RWHOLQ:DJHQLQJHQ
7KH1DWLRQDO+HULWDJH'H:HUHOG+RWHOIRXQGDWLRQZLOOEHXVLQJORWWHU\IXQGLQJWREX\WKHKRWHOIURP:DJHQLQJHQ85
ZKLFKKDVRZQHGLWVLQFHWKHV)RUPDQ\\HDUVWKHEXLOGLQJKRXVHGWKHVWXGHQWFRXQVHOOLQJVHUYLFHWKHVWXGHQW
GRFWRUéVVXUJHU\6WXGLXP*HQHUDOH+HW+HPHOWMHWKHDWUHDQG0RYLH:%XW:DJHQLQJHQ85éVUROHZLOOQRWEHHQWLUHO\
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RI:RUOG:DU,,DQGWKHFHOHEUDWLRQRISHDFHDQGIUHHGRP 5.SKRWR*X\$FNHUPDQV
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The Disaster Studies science group
is in trouble now that Georg Frerks
has left. The professor resigned on
1 September due to dissatisfaction
with the management culture
within the Social Sciences Group.
He says there is a ‘top-down
culture with one-way messages
issued from on high to lower
ranking staff - “you must do this”.’
What prompted his departure was
a talk with the directors in which
they showed (in his words) ‘little
appreciation’ for his efforts. Frerks
says he is not alone in his
criticism; other scientists also have
complaints about the
management culture. ‘Only I was
in the luxurious position of being
able to resign because I also have a
job in Utrecht.’ Frerks is a parttime professor of Conﬂict
Prevention and Conﬂict
Management at Utrecht University.
Laan van Staalduinen, the
director of the Social Sciences
Group, denies that there is a topdown culture. ‘I fulﬁlled my
responsibility to say what we as a
university expect from him. In
response, Georg decided to go his
own way.’
237,0,67,&
The departure of Frerks has left
the Disaster Studies science group
without anyone in charge. Earlier
this year Thea Hilhorst, a professor
holding an endowed chair,
resigned after a conﬂict within the
science group. Frerks is optimistic
that a successor will soon be found
for his position. ‘Disaster Studies
is a successful subject within the
university and popular with
students.’ Van Staalduinen wants
to continue with the science group
too: ‘We are continuing to develop
the Disaster Studies domain as it
fulﬁls an important role within our
university.’ $6
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The ministry of Economic Affairs
will cut 20 million euros from the
DLO budget next year. Or will it?
No, says Wageningen UR: DLO will
probably receive 14 million euros
less. The government budget for

2014 is not easy to decipher. But it
does state categorically that DLO
will be getting 72.1 million euros
from the ministry of Economic
Affairs for statutory research tasks,
the Knowledge Base and research
assignments. This year the amount
was 91.8 million. The cuts will be
made in the areas of the
Knowledge Base and research
assignments (fundamental
research), whose funding will drop
from 41 to 21 million. But that is

not the full picture, says
Wageningen UR spokesman
Simon Vink. From consultations
with the ministry it transpires that
DLO will receive about 6 million
less next year – as previously
announced. It is also possible that
the ministry will allocate fewer
research assignments, to the tune
of another 8 million euros.
The shortfall might turn out to be
less (perhaps 10 million) if the
ministry does allocate more

research assignments to DLO after
all.
The university’s income for the
next year is known because it is
calculated according to a set system at the ministry of Education,
in which the university gets a ﬁxed
basic sum plus an amount per student. DLO’s income is not ﬁxed at
all, as it depends on the number of
research assignments given by the
ministry. $6
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Ex-Wageninger Bert Tolkamp has
bagged an Ig-Nobel prize for a study on
the whys and wherefores of cows lying
down. Once a cow stands up it is very
hard to predict when it will lie down
again. And the longer a cow lies down,
the more likely it is suddenly to stand
up again. But there is more to this
research than meets the eye, explains
Tolkamp’s ex-colleague Jan Ketelaars of
PRI. ‘It is of immediate practical use. If
you know how long a cow normally lies
down, you know what abnormal
behaviour is.’ Ketelaars has mixed
feelings about the Ig-Nobel Prize
award. ‘The media imply that some
weird scientist or other had nothing
better to do than study when cows
lie down. On the other hand it’s nice
that this draws attention to Bert’s
research.’ RK

The Dutch green party Groenlinks
wants to postpone the introduction of
the social loan system for Master’s
programmes by a year. This will allow
time for negotiations, says party
leader Van Ojik in national
newspaper de Volkskrant. Education
minister Bussemaker is dependent on
Groenlinks and D66 for a majority in
the upper house. Both parties are in
favour of a social loan system in
principle, but want to see
investments in education and
provision for poor students in
exchange for their support. Other
opposition parties such as the PVV
and the CDA have expressed explicit
RR
opposition to the loan system.

ǋǋ$33/,('5(6($5&+

'DLU\FDWWOHIXQG
Dutch agricultural federation LTO
Nederland and Wageningen UR
Livestock Research have set up a
Dairy Cattle fund for applied research
in the dairy sector. The money, almost
10 million euros, comes from the sale
of experimental farms by Wageningen
UR, which decided in 2011 to
concentrate its applied research on
dairy cattle on the Dairy Campus in
Leeuwarden. Not all the farms have
been sold yet, so the precise amount
for the Dairy Cattle Fund is not yet
$6
known.

.LQJ$DOW
King Aalt the ﬁrst abdicates…
Am I happy or sad?
Well, you do wonder whether Wageningen wouldn’t have
developed in the same way under King Martin, King Rudi or
Queen Louise. And what if we had had a King Douwe, a King
Frans, a King Ken or a King Marten? What would
Wageningen UR have looked like then?
I saw today that the entrance to the Atlas building where our
royal court has resided since vacating the palace on the
Costerweg has been much improved. There is now a special
carpark for our CEO’s visitors and separate steps up to the
entrance for them.
Before the palace moved it was a devil of a job to get into
Atlas on foot. I secretly hoped to use these steps too, and
arrived happily on my electric bike, intending to park it
against a pillar that supports the short cut to the king. ‘Royal
shit,’ I thought when it saw the red sign screaming at me:
‘No parking for bicycles’. So you have to go back and park
your bike quite a way away and then conquer that dreadful
slope, turning sharp right before getting to help Atlas bear
the world on his shoulders.
Does King Aalt never come by bike?
I propose that our next incumbent should be a cycling
queen. She is welcome to borrow my electric bike while she
makes up her mind whether to come by bike on a regular
basis. Every morning, on the busiest cycle path in the
Netherlands, with Coldplay’s latest soundtrack I’ll carry your
world playing through her headphones, into the wind on
Europe’s barest campus to the Atlas building. There to
remove the No Parking sign, park her bike, mount the steps
and help Atlas carry the world, and feed it, with an open
attitude. Not like King Aalt, sitting on top of it and calling
the tune. .HHVYDQ9HOXZ
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7KHFUHDWLRQRIWKHFDPSXVLVHQ
WHULQJDQHZSKDVH,QWKHZDNH
RIWKHFRQFHQWUDWLRQRQWKH%RUQ
VLWHFRPHVWKHFRPSOHWLRQSKDVH
RIWKHFDPSXVDVDZRUNLQJDQG
UHVLGHQWLDOFRPPXQLW\$QGWKHUH
LVDSODQIRUWKDWStrategy Wageningen Campus, gateway to smart
food in a green world2UKRZGR
ZHNHHSRXUSODFHDWWKHWRSLQ
WHUQDWLRQDOO\"7LMV%UHXNLQN H[H
FXWLYHERDUG LOOXPLQDWHVWKH
SODQ
The mission statement ‘Gateway
to smart food in a green world’ lays
the emphasis on food. Is food in
ﬁrst place from now on?
‘No, that is not the case. We
wanted to express the fact that we
are about healthy food in a green
world. By that green world we
mean the various facets of the
natural environment and the
biobased economy. Our domain is
and will remain healthy food and
the environment. Food is
mentioned ﬁrst, but that is not a
matter of ranking.’
The plan describes the completion
of the campus, in particular the
plans for the southern construction site, our own Southern Axis.
What buildings are going to be
added?
‘Next to Friesland Campina there is room for the research departments of large, mainly international companies. There is also going
to be a ﬂexible techno-hall with
testing facilities and apparatus for
our own use and that of others. It
will be based on the principle of
joint use. That is a key point in the
continued development of the
campus. Then there will also be an
Incubator, a building for small
start-up companies with lab facilities and all kinds of support services that they can make use of. And
there will be a building for companies that are starting afresh and
those looking for a temporary base
before ﬁnding a permanent home.
These will mainly be foreign companies. And lastly, there will be the
Campus Plaza.’

$UWLVWéVLPSUHVVLRQRIWKHFDPSXV

Impulse Area, the central area
with the Forum, Orion, Capus
Plaza and Impulse, is intended to
form the heart of the campus.
What can we expect?
‘You need the bricks and
mortar of course, but social cohesion is incredibly important in the
living and working community
that we want to be. But that doesn’t just happen by itself. We’ll have to make it happen: drawing in
students, researchers and companies. The liveliness will be concentrated in the Impulse area. There is
quite a bit going on already. For
the time being the extension of
that will consist of the Campus
Plaza where – depending on the
developer – there will be small
shops, catering outlets and childcare provision. We also want a reception centre at the bus stop
where people can be helped to ﬁnd
their way around the campus, and
there will be a helpdesk for companies. We have just appointed a
campus manager: Petra Caessens.
Together with Oost NV and the Foreign Investment Agency at Economic Affairs, she is going to focus
on the acquisition of companies
and livening up the campus. Be-

yond that there is no big organization behind the plans: we are taking the lean and mean approach.
There are already several work
groups working on the setup of the
campus.
Helix is on its way; the strategic
plan involved a thousand fte in
jobs on the southern axis of the
campus. And it is already so busy.
How are we going to cope with the
trafﬁc?
‘The exit is a bottleneck, a serious problem and the previously
announced second exit isn’t going
to happen for the time being. The
province concluded that creating
two roundabouts so close together
is not the right solution to the problem. The fast bus lane will come
but there will not be an exit for
cars. The existing roundabout will
be redesigned, there will be trafﬁc
lights and the exit will be improved
so that more cars can go in and
out. There will also be more lanes
on the part of the road where it
narrows at the moment. That is the
short-term solution.’

than that. In my view it is as clear
as day that a second exit from the
campus will have to come eventually. There are three options: to the
north via the Binnenveld to the
Mansholtlaan, to the west via the
Mondriaanlaan to the Nijenoordallee, or here at Friesland Campina.
The northern option branches off
from the Mansholtlaan too, but
further away. You could catch the
trafﬁc from the motorway with it
and avoid the pressure on this area
here.’
Your appointment has just been
extended by four years. How many
of these plans can be realized in
four years?
‘Campus Plaza will be realized
by then. Helix will be built, the fast
bus will be operating and the exit
will be improved. I hope the Incubator will be a reality and that we
will have signed a contract with a
big company that will move in here. But I also hope we shall all be
able to say: this campus is a great
place to be. It’s dynamic. Yes, it really has become a lively community.’ 5RHORI.OHLV

And for the long term?
‘I argue that it should go further
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Food4You is not thriving. Since
2008 this annual event aims to
pass on knowledge about food to a
broad general audience. Shortage
of funding is making it more and
more difﬁcult to fulﬁll this task.
Last year town councils and sponsors began to withdraw due to
shortage of funds and the festival
was cut down from 15 to 5 days.
This year it is going to be even harder.
‘There just isn’t any money,’
says organizer Elisa Salentijn. For
example, this year Food4You
qualiﬁed for very little funding
from the province of Gelderland,
which contributed 200,000 euros
last year. Another major sponsor,

‘I DID WASH
MYSELF
VERY OFTEN’

health insurance company VGZ,
dropped out too. ‘It has become
more difﬁcult to ﬁnd sponsors in
the last couple of years anyway,’
says Salentijn. ‘It is to do with the
recession, and the fact that the
festival stayed too regional, too
local. That just doesn’t interest big
sponsors.’
1(:$3352$&+
So Food4You will have to make do
with a ‘minimal’ version this year,
without the symposium or the public day. The Food Professional Day,
organized by the RijnIJssel vocational college, will still be held (30 October), as will the Children’s University. This cuts the festival down
to just one day. The university’s
contribution is negligible.
The organization is pondering a
new approach for the future.
Salentijn: ‘We noticed last year
that the current concept for the
public day, for instance, doesn’t

Green Man, who are you?
‘I am the green superhero who sets out to
show why Wageningen is the most sustainable university in the Netherlands. I
do this in a humorous way.’
And what have you discovered?
‘For example, all the rubbish during the
AID was separated. There were containers for plastic, for green waste and for
the rest of the garbage. The best part is
that 86 percent of the new students have
indicated that they still separate their
garbage after the introduction days.’

:KR"The Green Man
:KDW"This funny little man
made a short ﬁlm during the
introduction days (AID). In
it, he went around to all
the sustainable initiatives.
:K\"It worked; the AID
won a sustainability prize
for the most eﬀective
sustainability introduction
stunt

Didn’t your green suit get really dirty?
‘I did wash myself very often that week.
That was necessary because I was there
throughout the AID. During the party, I
got beer all over me; people lifted me and
wanted to take photos with me. And I
worked ﬂat out during the sports day.’
What will your next foray be?
‘I am now making a ﬁlm about sustainability in the university. I’ve just been to
Lelystad to ﬁlm the windmills. The premier will be shown on 10 October at the
Sustainability Festival. You’ll get to meet
me there too.’ 10

PHOTO GUY ACKERMANS

ð 6SRQVRUVDQGŊQDQFHUV
ZLWKGUDZ
ð 2UJDQL]DWLRQORRNLQJIRUQHZ
DSSURDFK

)RRG<RXéV3XEOLF'D\KHOGIRUVHYHUDO\HDUVUHPDLQHGDORFDOHYHQW

work anymore.’ She would
therefore like to work with the
World Food Centre (WFC), which
is supposedly going up in Ede.
However, a feasibility study on the
WFC is still in progress. So
although this year’s mini-version

may just be a one-off, if the WFC is
scrapped, that could spell the end
for Food4You. But it’s too early to
speculate on that, says Salentijn.
‘We don’t know yet.’ RR

Q827(
‘Bike jam this morning 08.45 traﬃc light Rooseveltweg-Nijenoord Allee #Wageningen starting to look like
the one at Bornsesteeg. Something must be done.’
The campaign to get students to change their route to the campus seems
to be working, judging by this tweet by Jan Dijkstra, 18 September

),*85(,7287ǉǉ
*RYHUQPHQWIXQGLQJIRU:DJHQLQJHQ8QLYHUVLW\
7RWDOPLOOLRQHXURV
&RPSRQHQWV
6WXGHQWV [ĒSHUVWXGHQW 
PLOOLRQ
%6FGHJUHHV [Ē
PLOOLRQ
06FGHJUHHV [Ē 
PLOOLRQ
'RFWRUDWHV [Ē 
PLOOLRQ
)L[HGFRPSRQHQWV
PLOOLRQ
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)2&86('($7(5/,67(16%(77(572%2'<
ð 0LQGIXOQHVVOHDGVWREHWWHU
GRVLQJRIIRRG
ð 6HOIDZDUHQHVVPD\ZRUN
EHWWHUIRURYHUHDWHUVWKDQ
DGDSWLQJWKHLUHQYLURQPHQW

We all know the scenario. As you
watch television you repeatedly dip
into a bag of crisps and suddenly
it’s empty. Surely you haven’t just
single-handedly consumed 150
grams of crisps? ’Fraid so. Time
and again nutrition researchers
have shown that we eat more when
we are distracted, whether by computer games, television, or even
company. Nutrition scientist Brian
Wansink even wrote a book on the
subject: Mindless Eating.
For her PhD research, Evelien
van de Veer investigated whether
this phenomenon works the other
way round as well. She looked at
whether focused peopled listen
better to sensations of hunger or
satiety. In doing so she made use
of the concept of mindfulness,
which means something like

‘being aware without judging’.
This term originated in Buddhism
and has become popular among
psychologists over the past few decades. They use relaxation exercises to help their patients concentrate on their bodies. This kind of
therapy is used to alleviate chronic
pain and depression, for example.
&203(16$725<%(+$9,285
In six experiments, Van de Veer
found evidence that mindfulness
caused test subjects to listen better
to their bodies. In one experiment,
for example, students were given a
fatty and a light milkshake, of
which they were free to consume
as much as they liked a little later.
A questionnaire revealed how focused the test subjects were by inclination. ‘Focused’ students appeared to compensate after drinking a fatty milkshake by snacking
less. They did not compensate for
a light milkshake. The students
who were distracted more easily
displayed no compensation behaviour and snacked to the same extent after both milkshakes.

:+$7,60($17%<
0,1')8/1(66"
It is not always easy to work
with an undeﬁnable concept
such as mindfulness. ‘Mindfulness does not objectively exist
as such of course,’ responds
Anne Speckens, professor of Psychiatry at the Radboud University Nijmeegen, by email. ‘Everyone practices it and interprets it
in their own way.’ Van de Veer
saw mindfulness as a character
trait. In some tests she stimulated it with a four-minute exercise. Other psychologists see
mindfulness as the skill of maintaining focus. This has to be learned in an intensive course followed by regular practice.

But self-awareness can lead
someone to compensate precisely
by eating more. In one experiment
the test subject listened to a
recording. What some of them
heard was a body-focused

mindfulness exercise while the
others heard an informative
narrative. Afterwards half the
participants ate a large granola bar
and the other half a small one. The
students then participated in a
fake tasting test in which they were
free to eat as many cookies as they
liked. The researchers secretly
monitored how many cookies
everyone ate. The focused test
subjects turned out to compensate
for the small granola bar by eating
more cookies. Once again, the
other participants did not join in
this compensatory behaviour.
7(037$7,21
Van de Veer’s conclusions do not
seem to lend themselves to instant
practical applications. But the
results do underline the usefulness of support for overeaters.
‘Now efforts often concentrate on
changing the environment,’ says
Van de Veer. ‘But people will
always ﬁnd themselves facing
temptations.’ A focused eater can
probably maintain a stable weight
over a longer period of time. RR

6&$11,1*7:(17<ɺ7:27+286$1'3/$176$:((.
7KHUHZDVDWLPHZKHQDŊQHWLSSHGSHQZDVXVHGWR
GUDZWKHSODQWVLQDKHUEDULXPIRUSXEOLFDWLRQ)RU
WXQDWHO\WKHVHVXSHUVFDQQHUVFDQGRWKHMREPXFK
TXLFNHUEXWGLJLWL]LQJWKH:DJHQLQJHQKHUEDULXP
VWLOOLVDPHJDWDVN$ERXWSODQWVæPDQ\
RULJLQDWLQJIURP$IULFDæKDYHWREHVFDQQHGEHIRUH
WKHHQWLUHFROOHFWLRQFDQEHSK\VLFDOO\PRYHGWRWKH
1DWXUDOLV0XVHXPLQ/HLGHQ
7KHVFDQQLQJWHDPFRPSULVLQJQHZO\JUDGXDWHG
ELRORJLVWVDQGVWXGHQWVRIIRUHVWDQGQDWXUHPDQDJH
PHQWæKDQGOHDERXWSODQWVDZHHNDUDWH
ZKLFKFRXOGVHHWKHPFRPSOHWLQJWKHWDVNMXVW
EHIRUH'HFHPEHUZKHQWKHSURMHFWZLOOHQG
%HVLGHVVFDQQLQJWKHSODQWVWKHVWXGHQWVDOVRNH\LQ
WKHH[SODQDWRU\GDWD/HGE\ELRORJLVWVIURPWKH
SDVWWKH\VHHPWRWUDYHOEDFNLQWLPHDVWKH\
GHFLSKHUQRWHVZULWWHQLQROGIDVKLRQHGKDQGZULWWHQ
VFUDZORU*RWKLFOHWWHUV$QRWKHUSUREOHPFRQFHUQV
WKHJHRJUDSKLFDORULJLQ:KRVWLOONQRZVZKHUH
1RUWKHUQ5KRGHVLDRU$E\VVLQLDZHUHORFDWHG"
7KDQNVWRWKLVSURMHFWHYHQDIWHULWVGHSDUWXUHWKH
FROOHFWLRQZLOOUHPDLQDFFHVVLEOHRQOLQHWR:DJH
QLQJHQDQGWRWKHUHVWRIWKHZRUOG 55SKRWR*$
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1DWXUHVRXQGPDQ+HQN0HHXZVHQUHFRUGHGWKHVRXQGVIRU7KH1HZ:LOGHUQHVV
KLVŊUVWŊOP+HZURWHDERRNThe Fart and other stories from The New Wilderness
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You have actually always wanted to be a
writer.
‘No, that’s not true. It actually started
with me writing short accompanying texts
to a CD of bird noises. I really enjoyed
that. And then this project came my way.
When I submitted my third piece for the
ﬁlm’s website, the producer said “Let’s
turn this into a book”.’
A soundman is not just an odd bird, he has
to be an early bird too.
‘Yes, but that’s getting less and less so.
In the olden days, I would set up my
equipment, then sit 20 metres away and
wait. But after a while I ﬁgured I could also
just go home. Of course that’s not as
romantic but on the other hand the
animals and their sounds come much
closer because you’re not around. What
drives me is the beauty of the sound and
getting a perfect recording. I’m happy to
give up some romance for that.’
You’ve recorded all the sounds there are at

least once by now.
‘Oh no, I haven’t got them all by a
long way. Bird-watchers talk about
‘embarrassing species’: birds you ought
to have spotted long ago but have never
seen. For example, I don’t yet have a
decent recording of a goldﬁnch. It’s not a
rare bird, but I just don’t have it. In a
completely different category is the great
northern diver. In Europe, this bird is only
found in Iceland. It makes such a
wonderful sound you can feel it in your
stomach, as if you are drowning in the
eyes of a beautiful woman. Of course
that’s one I want.’
If you had to choose between writing and
sound recording, then ...
‘That’s a tricky one. If I could earn a
tidy sum from my writing, I might be
tempted to hang up my sound-recording
hat. That’s a nice metaphor as it was
hanging up my sound-recording
equipment in the bushes that got me into
writing in the ﬁrst place!’ 5.

9,6,21ǉǉ
5DGDUFDQSURWHFW$PD]RQ
(YHU\\HDUSHUFHQWOHVVUDLQIRUHVWLVFXWGRZQWKDQ
\HDUVDJRLWZDVUHSRUWHGUHFHQWO\E\VHYHUDO
PHGLD7KLVLVSDUWO\WKDQNVWRWKHHVSLRQDJHRIPDQ\
VDWHOOLWHVNQRZQDVUHPRWHVHQVLQJ,QRUGHUWRUHGXFH
GHIRUHVWDWLRQHYHQPRUHVDWHOOLWHVVKRXOGNHHSDQ
HYHQFORVHUH\HRQWKHIRUHVWVD\V'LUN+RHNPDQDVVR
FLDWHSURIHVVRUDW(DUWK6\VWHP6FLHQFH
How is Brazil managing to tackle deforestation so
effectively?
‘The government has a good remote sensing
programme which is directly linked to legislation.
Offenders are tackled quickly, put on a blacklist and
not allowed to sell their products.’
Deforestation has now been signiﬁcantly reduced in
Brazil. Is this a battle we are winning?
‘I don’t think so. There is still a lot of deforestation
going on, some of it in the Amazon too. If we carry on
like this – with 2 percent lost every year – there will be
very little forest left in 50 to 80 years’ time. Also,
fragmentation, splitting the forest up into small
section, speeds up drying out and the loss of
biodiversity.
As far as deforestation is concerned, it is very important
that we get to zero. If we cut down as much in the next
20 years as we did in the last 20, we’ve got a problem.’
What means do we still have for achieving that goal?
‘At the moment the Brazilians are still using optical
remote sensing, photos. But in the northern Amazon it
is very cloudy. By using satellites with radar you can see
through the clouds. That means you can monitor a lot
of areas more often, or even for the ﬁrst time. Radar
also makes it possible to research the quantity of
biomass. Another point is that researchers in Brazil
still analyse the data manually. By digitalizing that
process you can work faster and more precisely. You
can include small cleared areas too, for instance. And
you can identify areas which may not have been cleared
but where trees are disappearing.’ RR

3 52326,7,21
‘Although the European Union has politically
united Eastern and Western Europe, in
research the division still remains.’
+HQN0HHXZVHQè2KQR,KDYHQéWJRWWKHPDOOE\DORQJZD\é

Christoph Albert Bücherl, promoveerde op 11 september
in Wageningen
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Burning wood rather than fossil
fuels is climate-neutral. A good
idea then? Well, no, not entirely, it
turns out from a study by Alterra
and the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency. It
seems so straightforward. Wood is
biomass, or captured CO2. When
wood is burned that CO2 is
released. But if you plant new
trees, more CO2 is captured.
Overall it is therefore an emissionneutral and therefore a climateneutral process. But it is not as
simple as that, explains Eric Arets
of Alterra. There are two complicating factors.
The ﬁrst is the time factor.
Quite some time passes before a
newly planted young tree can
capture as much CO2 as an adult
tree that has been felled for fuel.
‘Initially, then, you get a big dip in
the absorption rate of CO2,’ says
Arets. Moreover, burning wood
generates more CO2 per unit of
energy than burning fossil fuels.
This is because of differences in
the efﬁciency of the burning
process, which can be
considerable. Gas, for example,
produces 70 percent fewer
emissions than wood.’
‘So you can’t just assume that
burning wood is climate-neutral,’
says Arets. Scientists call these (to
some extent temporary) extra
emissions the carbon debt. A debt

'HDGZRRGO\LQJ
LQWKHIRUHVWKDV
DQLPSRUWDQWHFRORJLFDO
IXQFWLRQRILWVRZQ
that you can pay off: young trees
will eventually grow to full size,
after all. How long that takes
depends on many factors: which
species of tree you use, whether

:RRGIXHOLQSRZHUVWDWLRQVFRXQWVDVFOLPDWHQHXWUDOELRPDVV

you burn waste wood or primary
wood, how the forest is managed
and when the trees are felled. And
this makes the whole question
pretty complicated.
60$5786(
Arets and his colleagues calculated
the carbon debt. The range is
massive: paying off the carbon
debt can take anything from a
couple of years to more than a
century. The latter is the case when
tracts of forest are felled or
thinned exclusively for fuel. So
might it be better not to burn wood
at all? Arets: ‘I couldn’t say that. It
depends so much on the
circumstances. On what the
forested land would otherwise be
used for. It is very difﬁcult to

capture that in simple indicators.’
You certainly shouldn’t burn
primary wood, though: Arets is
clear about that. ‘It’s better to use
waste wood. But there are some
catches to that as well. Dead wood
lying in the forest has an
important ecological function of
its own. There are other aspects
involved besides the CO2 issue.’
The best advice Arets can offer is to
use wood smartly. ‘First as valuable
building material and for other
purposes, and only in the last place
as fuel. The government could
stimulate the use of wood in
construction, for instance.’ 5.

Pigs with more diversions in their
pens have better-functioning
working memories because their
brain activity is stimulated. This
conclusion was outlined this
month by adaptation physiologist
Liesbeth Bolhuis in the journal
Animal Cognition.
Bolhuis used a test to measure
the effect of their accommodation
on the cognitive capacities of pigs.
She tested the memories of 32 pigs
during a test in which 4 out of 16
buckets contained pigfeed. Half of
the pigs came from standard pens
with little in the way of diversions,
while the other half came from
‘enriched pens’ which feature
more space, sawdust and
branches. The test showed that all
the pigs were capable of learning
which buckets they needed to
choose in order to get the food. But
the pigs from the enriched
environment learned faster than
their peers from standard pens.
Their working memories
functioned better, Bolhuis
discovered.
STRESS
She concluded that pigs’ cognitive
development is inhibited in
standard pigpens. Pigs ﬁnd it
stressful to live in an environment
without much entertainment, and
in the long term stress has a
negative effect on the memory. So
an enriched environment can
enhance pigs’ welfare, says the
animal scientist. Her research is
part of a study on optimizing the
conditions under which pigs are
reared in the interests of their
development, health and
welfare. AS
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American plant scientist Chris van Kessel regularly
collaborates with Wageningen colleagues. On his latest
visit he saw a burgeoning campus culture, but feels the
university could be more open and welcoming.

$/,1*8,67,&48,%%/(
There’s a Dutch proverb that says ‘Trust arrives on foot
and leaves on horseback’. Journalists know this better
than anyone. Make one embarrassing spelling mistake
and no one reads your story. Turns out our correspondents online come down hard on each other too.
It all starts under a news bulletin about cuts in higher
education. ‘The Netherlands as Knowledge Land – I
don’t think so!’ says :-. He reports having heard that
all the money the government saves
through the social loan system will be
used to raise primary school teachers’
stagnating salaries. He goes on to
wonder how much this saving will
really aﬀect the university. Poor WJ: no
one takes any interest in debating the
issue with him. He made two little
spelling mistakes and the only
response comes from the spelling
police. 7DDOSXULVW [language purist, ed.]
splutters: ‘You can already notice the
cuts. “Hoeveel betekend”?’ Shame on
you, WJ.
WJ, we feel for you.

ILLUSTRATIE: ESTHER BROUWER

‘I recently visited the University of Wageningen and
enjoyed the architectural variety in the new teaching
and research buildings. Wageningen University is
looking more and more like a campus university of the
kind you see in Anglo-Saxon countries.
There were two things, however, which I felt were
counterintuitive and even damaging to the campus
culture. To start with, I wanted to call on the WU
researchers I have got to know over the years. Sadly,
this was practically impossible: you need a pass to get
into the buildings. I have visited many laboratories
and very many campuses in my time, but nowhere did
I need an access pass. And there is a good reason for
this: if you want to stimulate a free exchange of ideas,
then researchers, students and stakeholders need to
be able to drop in to each other’s oﬃces or bump into
each other in the corridors. This may sound a trivial
point to anyone not acquainted with the
idea of a university campus, but in my
experience it is essential.
A second problem came up when it
came to paying for my lunch. I was part
of a ﬁve-person delegation from
California. We all had cash on us, but
cash was not accepted. So we tried
credit cards, but they were not
accepted either. It turned out you could
only pay using a pin code or the
obscure chipknip system. Given that the
pin code system is not (yet) established
in the US, and given that the chipknip
system exists nowhere but the

Netherlands, I wonder how foreign visitors pay for
their lunch at Wageningen University. Do they just
walk oﬀ in frustration?
I wonder whether people realize how strange these
things look from the point of view of an international
visitor. They need changing if the university wants to
come across as a real, user-friendly campus.’
Chris van Kessel
Professor and Chair Department of Plant Sciences
University of California-Davis, USA
cvankessel@ucdavis.edu
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Survey: students’ accounts books

Debt? No thanks
Wageningen students are thrifty, ﬁnancially cautious and prefer to
borrow as little as possible. They also get quite a bit of ﬁnancial support
from their parents. At least, the girls do. The boys have to manage on
much smaller allowances, it appears from a survey by Resource.
text: Rob Goossens, Rob Ramaker

S

tudent life is no gravy train, suggest the results
of the survey we conducted among 178
established Dutch students. The average
student living away from home has 767 euros to
spend per month, which is comparable to social
security payments in the Netherlands. Of that money,
however, they need to spend about 180 euros on their

Per month
Income
Grant
student loan
job
allowance
from parents
miscellaneous
TOTAL

Expenditure:
263
131
130
2 23
21
767,–

Rent
294
groceries
113
health insurance 35
going out
48
telephone
22
40
clothes
Set aside:
tuition fees
course books
holiday
TOTAL

Account book of the average Wageningen student living away from home

148
23
43
767,–

studies, in the form of tuition fees and course books. Of
the remaining 600 euros, half goes to pay the rent. About
113 euros is spent on groceries, less than 4 euros per day.
This suggests that many students eat together and get
fattened up by their parents at weekends. They spend
almost 50 euros a month on going out and clothes, and
the smartphone consumes more than 20 euros. And then
the tight budget is spent.
GENEROUS PARENTS
Where does the students’ money come from? Some of it
comes from the student funding body DUO, of course, in
the form of a grant. You can also obtain a supplementary
loan from DUO, but remarkably few students take
advantage of that: only 37 percent. On average, students
living out borrow 125 euros a month. This amount can
stay so low thanks to their generous parents, who invest as
much as 222 euros a month in their offspring. They do this
partly by paying the tuition fees and for books, but also
often in the form of a ﬁxed monthly allowance. This
means the parents provide considerably more income
than the earnings from part-time jobs, which do not come
to more than 122 euros a month. A Wageningen student
works for barely four hours a week for an hourly wage of 10
euros. The most popular employers are catering outlets
and supermarkets. But some students have jobs that are
related to their studies, in the green sector for instance, or
in dietary advisory services.
PRINCESS SYNDROME
One remarkable outcome of the survey is that women
students receive considerably more money from their
parents than the men. Whereas the lads get an average of
165 euros a month, the girls get 233 euros: 40 percent

26 augustus
September
2013
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FEAR OF LOANS WILL HAVE TO GO
If education minister
Bussemaker goes through
with her current plans, it
is going to be diﬃcult for
students to avoid getting
into debt because their
basis grant (currently
awarded to every Dutch
student) will be scrapped.
Assuming they study for
a period of ﬁve years,
students who live out
need 16,400 euros per
year and those living at
home need 5900 euros.
The supplementary grant

for less well-oﬀ students
will be kept, but the free
public transport pass may
be replaced with a singlejourney pass or a discount
card. The latter would
aﬀect students living far
from their university. But
the plan to scrap free
transport for students is
particularly unpopular
and the ﬁrst proposal
failed to win a majority
in the upper house of
parliament. So we’ll have
to wait and see.

more. There is no obvious explanation for this, although
the suspicion does arise that the parents are prone to a
‘princess syndrome’: the feeling that girls need more
protection and support than boys.
The difference in parental allowance is not reﬂected in
lower spending levels among male students. Instead, they
look for alternative income sources. Boys work 20 percent
more (20 hours a month on average; girls work 16) and
they borrow more from DUO (142 per month, girls 124).
That way they can still have a good time, and this mainly
takes the form of going out. Boys spend an average of 68
euros a month on going out (girls 37 euros). Girls prefer to
spend their money on clothes, to the tune of 45 euros a
month (boys spend 32 euros).
IN THE RED
Wageningen students are averse to debts: that is
something the survey makes crystal clear. Apart from their
student loan, if they have one, they incur hardly any debts.
A very small percentage are in the red with their parents,
friends or at the bank, but this is usually a matter of about
20 euros. And what if the ATM shows a negative balance at
the end of the month? Then most of them (57 percent)
draw on their savings - which they apparently do have as
well. A small proportion (15 percent) phone their parents
– there we go again – but 41 percent have no idea what they
would do. It simply never happens.

Clariﬁcation – This survey was held among students in the
Forum, Orion and the Leeuwenborch. 241 completed forms
were returned. However, the ﬁrst-year students turned out to
have so little idea yet about their ﬁnances that they were
taken out of the data pool. That left 178 respondents.

RUUD PETERS JR.
MSc student of biology
‘I would do the same for my children’
‘My parents fund my higher education and that of my sister. But we are not the only
ones. My neighbours get a contribution from their parents too. Perhaps that’s why
I’ve never really thought about it. I do appreciate it very much because it’s quite an
investment. I would do the same for my children: it is great to be able to start out on
my career without a debt. I think it’s good that it is possible to get a loan at a fair
rate. If I didn’t get anything from my parents I would make use of that facility.
Because I would deﬁnitely study, debt or not.’

RUUD PETERS SR.
‘Maybe it’s the Dutch ethic’
‘One argument for funding his higher education is that I don’t want him to
accumulate a debt. If I make sure he can start out on his career without a debt, he
gets oﬀ to a better start. And another argument is: because I can aﬀord it. There are
plenty of people who can’t and for them the loan system is an excellent solution. My
parents funded my studies too. Perhaps there is a Dutch ethic somewhere in the
background. My parents were certainly raised on the message: ﬁrst save and then
spend. And don’t buy on the never-never. In this regard I am not impressed by the
government’s plans: it’s going to be that bit harder for the next generation.’ JB
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Life after death
Dead wood is bursting with life. Decomposition sets in slowly but surely as
soon as a tree is felled. Dust to carbon. But what determines the speed of
decomposition? And how much does dead wood contribute to the carbon
cycle? Two special graveyards for trees should provide answers to these
questions.
text: Roelof Kleis / photo: Guy Ackermans

I

t is Thursday morning in the ﬁrst really autumnal
week of the season. A group of students of Forest
and Nature Management are on a ﬁeld trip to the
Schovenhorst estate in Garderen on the Veluwe.
The ground is still wet after a heavy rain shower;
there is a tang in the air. On a tree stump a bright orange,
antler-shaped toadstool peeks out from a bed of pine
needles. ‘The yellow stagshorn,’ says teacher Ute SassKlaassen (Forest Ecology and Forest Management). The
atmosphere is serene. As you would expect of a solemn

PARADISE
The tree graveyard is the
perfect spot for fungi. These
organisms are real grave
robbers, feeding on death.
Juul Limpens (Nature
Management and Plant
Ecology) and her fungus
team are keeping a close
record of which fungi are
present, in what
combinations, numbers and
in what order they set in.
The graveyard is a paradise
for them. ‘The interesting
thing is that while some of
the trees are in their native
environment, others are on
each others’ soil. So there is
a very clear contrast in the

spores present. You can see
it as a kind of ongoing war.
Which spores will win and
which will lose?’ The ﬁrst
inspection, a year ago,
revealed about 30 diﬀerent
species of fungus after only
one year in the ground.
There will be a lot more
than that in due course, the
researchers expect. ‘The
diversity is greatest after
two to three years. First you
get the species whose
spores are already present
in the living wood, as a kind
of pathogen,’ explains
Limpens. ‘Under the bark, in
little holes and old veins in

the wood. They do nothing
until the tree weakens or is
felled. Then they attack. At a
later stage you get the really
pure wood-eaters that get
blown in or come out of the
soil.’ Limpens expects to see
clear diﬀerences between
deciduous trees and
conifers. Each tree trunk
carries its own unique cargo
of spores. ‘The turkey tail is
typical of deciduous trees,
for instance, and silver leaf
of conifers. But because
these tree trunks are close
together you get crossover
too. Which is interesting.’

procession – because that is pretty much what this is.
Today, Sass-Klaassen is leading the second-year students
to a graveyard.
All at once, there we are. On a fenced plot of about 10 by
15 metres. A few dozen saplings one metre long and 20 to
25 centimetres in diameter lie neatly arranged in the
forest soil. As if laid to rest, they wait exposed to wind and
weather for the inevitable decline, the unstoppable
decomposition process. Because that is what Loglife, as
this research project is ofﬁcially called, is all about. ‘The
tree graveyard is a long-term study of the breakdown of
wood at different locations,’ explains Sass-Klaassen.
‘Wood behaves differently in different environments. So
we have two graveyards: one here on the Veluwe moorland
and one in the Flevo polder.’
DURATION FIFTEEN YEARS
Loglife is a joint project of the universities of Amsterdam
(UvA), Utrecht and Wageningen, the NIOO and SHR Wood
Research. Between them, thinks Sass-Klaassen, these
organizations offer an ‘armada of different disciplines’ all
directed at one goal: identifying what happens when wood
disintegrates and what effect it has on the soil and the
environment. An area in which there is much to be
discovered. ‘Most of what we know about the breakdown
of wood comes from wood technology. There are standard
tests for the breakdown of sawn and dried wood: one
example is placing wood-destroying fungi on sterile
blocks of wood. But the rotting process in wet tree trunks
in the forest is a dynamic process; these are ecological
questions, not technological ones.’
The graveyard was established two years ago. It was a
massive task, recalls Sass-Klaassen. Eighteen tons of
wood was felled, sawn and transported. There is a reason
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Exposed to wind and weather, the tree trunks wait for the inevitable end.

the tree trunks here are no more than one metre in length:
even they weigh at least 30 kilos. A total of 600 tree trunks
of 10 different species were divided over the graveyards on
the Veluwe and in the polder and left to rot away. Some of
the trees are on ‘foreign’ soil: Veluwe trees in the polder
and vice versa. What effect that has remains to be seen
over the next 15 years.
Loglife is an unusual project, not least because it is
primarily a labour of love. ‘There is not a cent in funding,’
says Sass-Klaassen. ‘The whole project was born of
curiosity. We did the ﬁeld work ourselves with the help of
many students and staff at Unifarm. You can’t get funding
for these sorts of projects very easily. They are just too
long-term. Longlife goes on for 15 years, whereas PhD
students have four years. So it is difﬁcult to involve them
from the start.’
SCANNER
After two years in the ground most of the logs still look
relatively unscathed. The bark is working loose on some of
them and some are overgrown with moss. Discoloration
of the top ends betrays the activity of fungi. ‘Fungi
penetrate the wood grain at the ends of the trunks,’
explains Sass-Klaassen. ‘The speed at which they penetrate
varies per species. Once the bark drops off, the process
speeds up because the fungi can they get in through the

sides.’ This process is monitored by sawing out a block of
wood lengthways from the trunk at set intervals and
putting it under a scanner. The ﬁrst time this was done
last year, it cost almost 120 tree trunks. ‘So we won’t be
harvesting every year because if we do we’ll get through
the wood in no time.’
The whole trial is a compromise between what is ideal
and what is feasible. But that does not matter, says SassKlaassen: ‘The point is the relative changes: all the wood

‘There is not a cent in funding.
The whole project
was born of curiosity’
of different species is laid out under the same conditions.
The experiment’s strength lies in comparison. How do
different species rot under the same climatic conditions?
We think you can deduce a lot from that. You can ﬁnd
links between wood density, as an indicator of speed of
decay, and the processes that inﬂuence it. The results that
will produce are of importance to climate change research,
among other things, for improving models of the carbon
cycle. There are still many gaps on the knowledge of these
kinds of process.’
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW
A Bengal Eagle Owl perched on the head of our
Sower. He must have taken a wrong turn
somewhere. Theo Jacobs (Isric) took the snap
and won second prize from the public jury in a
photo competition called ‘Dutch Fauna’ run by
Young ESG. How did the creature get here?
Photoshop? No, says Jacobs. ‘I took the photo
in June last year at the opening party for the
ESG extension. A falconer was giving
demonstrations. The bird ﬂew round and
round and picked a high vantage point to
RK, photo Theo Jacobs
perch on: the Sower.’
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Wageningen’s leading lights: Marine Ecologist Han Lindeboom

‘I am a pragmatist,
not an idealist’
With his strongly held views he can be relied on to keep on igniting
the debate on the management of our seas. At the same time, to his
friends Han Lindeboom is a very aﬀable person. A portrait of a man
who is much bigger than the island where he lives and works.
text: Gaby van Caulil / photos: Edo Kooiman

B

iologists sometimes accuse him of being
unscientiﬁc, animal rights activist Lenie ’t
Hart was cross with him, ﬁshers wanted to
dump a load of sharks in his garden and the
minister wanted to sack him. You could be
forgiven for assuming that Han Lindeboom,
professor of Marine Ecologist, must be a pretty tough nut.
As a matter of fact it was just his fate as spokesman for
applied research in the North and the Wadden Seas,

‘The minister ordered
my superiors to transfer me
to another job’
stationed on the island of Texel, to ﬁnd himself in the
middle of a vipers’ nest of conﬂicting interests. At the
personal level quite another picture emerges. His

colleagues are full of praise for his accessible and inclusive style of leadership. Lindeboom can explain things
patiently and has his own clear opinions.
But it cannot be denied that as a scientist he is out for a
debate, whether in the media, in parliament of during
Fisheries Day in the ﬁshing village of Urk. And he is not
afraid to take a controversial stand now and then. In his
view, for instance, the seal sanctuary in Pieterburen, a
Dutch institution with a high cuddly factor, can be closed
down. And he puts ﬁshers’ hackles up with his wish to ban
their trawlers from one quarter of the North Sea. What
about the controversial wind turbine parks at sea?
Acceptable, he says, because marine life will beneﬁt from
them.
GARDEN FULL OF SHARKS
These kinds of views don’t always win you friends. But that
is nothing new to Lindeboom. In 1990, agriculture
minister Braks even wanted to get rid of him, recalls

26 September 2013 — RESOURCE
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Han Lindeboom: ‘I am a pragmatist. I propose keeping 75 percent open for ﬁshing’

Han Lindeboom
(Borne, 1952)
1979 Delta institute,
Yerseke
1984 director at Noordzee
Rijkswaterstaat
1986 marine institute
NIOZ
1990 Proposes closing one
quarter of the North
Sea to ﬁsheries
2000 Alterra Texel
2006 As vice-chair of Pole
Year he gets Prince
Willem-Alexander,
Princess Maxima and
minister Plasterk to the
South Pole
2006 director at Imares
2008 professor of Marine
Ecology (WU)
2011 medal of honour for
Arts and Sciences from
HRH Beatrix

Lindeboom. ‘Research by the NIOZ, where I was working
at the time, showed that the impact of ﬁsheries on the
ecosystem was disastrous. So we advised the government
to close large areas of the North Sea to ﬁsheries. I ﬁrst
talked about this on the television programme Vroege
Vogels but a mistake was made in the press release. It said
I was at the RIVO rather than the NIOZ - and the RIVO is
the ministry’s own ﬁsheries institute. So the headlines
read, ‘RIVO wants to close quarter of North Sea for ﬁshing’.
The minister of agriculture was furious and ordered my
superiors to transfer me to another job. But my boss didn’t
budge an inch: “A researcher at the NIOZ has the right to
make these kinds of statement.” The minister of Science,
which the NIOZ comes under, calmed things down and I
could keep by job.’
In the same period, ﬁshers wanted to tip a load of
sharks into his garden, because Lindeboom has said that
the few remaining rays and sharks should be protected.
‘Then I threw them a challenge: you can ﬁll my garden
with sharks on condition you catch them within 30
kilometres of Texel. Fisheries spokesman Ben Daalder
said, “Of course that’s impossible, Han. You know we’ll
get them from the English side.” But I later heard that the
Texel ﬁshers saved my day. They thought it would be bad
publicity for them if they ﬁlled someone’s garden with
sharks.’
So his garden was spared and Lindeboom was none the

worse for the spat either. ‘To start with you get worked up
about something like that, but nowadays strong criticism
is water off a duck’s back for me. And I am convinced that
we must create protected areas, so I just keep on pushing
for them.’
PHD ON PENGUIN POO
His ﬁrm belief in conserving wilderness is Lindeboom’s
leitmotiv. This characteristic developed during his PhD
research, he says. He did his research on Marion Island,
an uninhabited island between South Africa and
Antarctica, where he studied the nitrogen cycle (‘meaning
that I got my PhD for a study of penguin poo’). ‘That was a
formative period for me. There were 16 researchers
stationed there among a couple of million penguins. A
boat only came by twice a year.’ After six month he was due
to go back but he did not have all his data so he had to stay
over the winter too. ‘That was a blow. My relationship with
my girlfriend ended. In the end I spent one and a half
years in the wilderness. The ultimate experience.’
Lindeboom also saw on the island how even small
human interventions can change a landscape entirely. ‘In
1949 ﬁve cats were released to get rid of the mice on
Marion Island. By 1975 there were 3500 wild cats. There
used to be a population of nocturnal birds on the island
with the unusual habit of digging small burrows in the
ground. The cats almost entirely wiped out those birds.
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Ben Daalder, ﬁsheries representative for 30 years
On the neighbouring Prince Edward Island the vegetation
is completely different and the soil is still full of holes and
burrows. You can see that introducing ﬁve cats radically
changes the ecosystem.’
Lindeboom realizes as well as anyone how much
human being are changing this planet. He likes to quote
the Dutch Nobel Prize winner Paul Crutzen: ‘We are living
in the Anthropocene.’ ‘I was there when he said that in
Mexico. I knew what he meant immediately. Humanity
has taken over the earth. There is hardly anywhere left on
earth where you can’t see our inﬂuence. The future
depends on choices made by humanity. I don’t have a
problem with that in itself, but it does create
responsibilities. In some places you have to conserve the
original nature. I want my descendants to be able to
experience tracts of wilderness too.’
MARINE PROTECTED AREAS
With two of his descendants Lindeboom had an
experience in 2010 which confronted him anew with the
fact that even modest human actions can have big
consequences for nature. He went diving with his son and
daughter off Great Keppel Island, which is part of the
Great Barrier Reef in Australia. Angling is allowed there, in
contrast to the ‘no take zone’ around Middle Keppel
Island, eight kilometres away. ‘Around Great Keppel we
saw hardly any large ﬁsh. At Middle Keppel we saw a lot
more large rays and other big ﬁsh. So you can see that even
angling can make an enormous difference!’ A scientiﬁc
study conﬁrmed this observation. ‘A couple of years ago I
would still have said that we should allow selective ﬁshing
such as angling in the reserves in the North Sea. Not now.’
According to Lindeboom, the Netherlands should
follow the example of Australia, where Lindeboom was on
sabbatical this year. ‘For 30 years they just protected the
coral reefs and there was no real improvement in the
situation. At some point they started all over again and
now they have closed 33 percent of the entire area and 20
percent of all the habitat types, including boring looking
sandy areas, to all types of ﬁshing. And that seems to
work.’
In Lindeboom’s opinion one quarter of the North Sea
should be designated a marine protected area. It is not
hard to defend such a decision on scientiﬁc grounds, he is
sure. ‘Greenpeace talks of 40 percent, Australia is going
for one third. I think one quarter is enough. And it also
means you keep 75 percent of the sea open to ﬁsheries. I
am a pragmatist, not an idealist.’

Lack of recognition drove
Lindeboom into the arms of
Wageningen UR
Currently the Netherlands has registered four areas
with the EU. This amounts to 17 percent of the North Sea,
of which 30 percent is going to be protected. ‘So I don’t
think that is enough, but what is far worse is that it has

‘OOh, what heated discussion we had about the future of the North Sea, which we have
totally opposite ideas about. Han is a very passionate man, a nice guy, but so incredibly
stubborn. He takes a very narrow view of things; he is absolutely in favour of closed areas.
So we fall out. But we could go for a beer together afterwards. He is a lovable person. I am
a hothead. He never gets cross; that is a blessing.’

Pam Lindeboom, wife
‘Han is very proud of his relationship with the Queen. She knows who he is and what he
does and she recognized him by giving him a medal of honour. He is a good communicator,
including to people who are not scientists. He can’t stand people who refuse to listen,
and only want to go in one direction with no deviations. That annoys him a lot, whether
they are biologists or ﬁshers. He won’t let it show; he is too professional for that. But you
notice it at home of course.’

Martin Scholten, director of Imares
‘Han is a colourful man, a great guy: honest and straight about what he does. He is smart,
knows a lot about the sea, and he is creative, he is constantly looking for connections and
solutions. He sometimes gets seen as the spokesman for either NGOs or biologists. That
irritates him. He doesn’t see it like that; he looks for solutions.’

Marlies Baart, secretary:
‘Han is accessible He is on the board and he is a professor, but you can easily pop in to his
room. He can get annoyed about silly rules and administrative red tape. He gets
enthusiastic about good ideas and people who think outside the box and look for
solutions. And he loves pickled herrings and his granddaughter very much indeed.’

been cut up after ﬁshers and NGOs negotiated about the
areas. We didn’t go about it the right way ourselves,
though: the areas were proposed at the time by researchers
and the government without consulting ﬁshers or NGOs.’
CENTRALIST WAGENINGEN
There is no doubt that the marine reserves are there now
largely thanks to Lindeboom. Yet a lack of recognition
sent Lindeboom into the arms of Wageningen UR. ‘At the
NIOZ I was criticized at the end of the nineteen nineties
because I had not published enough in peer-reviewed
journals. The Impact II report on the effects of ﬁshing on
the North and Irish Seas generated a massive discussion
and important decisions by the EU about protected areas.
That wasn’t counted at all in the review procedure. I was
fed up with the way fundamental research was assessed.’
So in 2000 Lindeboom moved to Alterra and became
head of the Texel branch. In 2006 he became scientiﬁc
director at the new institute Imares. He feels a bit out on a
limb within Wageningen UR. ‘You notice that it is further
from Wageningen to Texel than the other way round. The
board’s thinking is fairly centralist. We had to be called
Wageningen Imares. If I’m in the news and only the word
Imares is used, I get it in the neck from Aalt. Wageningen
can afford to be a bit prouder of its brands, such as Alterra
and Imares.’
In short: he is still quite idiosyncratic. Manager or not,
Han Lindeboom wears sandals and a sweater and eats a
packed lunch. The photographer arrives just in time for a
rain shower. Without hesitation, Lindeboom poses for 15
minutes in the pouring rain. After a whole winter on
Marion Island a Dutch rain shower is no big deal.
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ORION:
A DREAM BUILDING?
The new teaching building Orion is being used to the hilt, with students and
lecturers engaged in classes, group work and practicals. For other staﬀ members
Orion has become their daily workplace. So how are people liking it?
tezt: Alexandra Branderhorst / photo: John Wiltink

Iris van Damme
First-year BSc student of Nutrition
and Health
‘It is lovely and spacious, with lots of
windows and light, and high ceilings,
so you don’t feel closed in. Upstairs
it’s a bit grey and bare, perhaps
because it is still so new. The lift in
Orion is very good, much faster than the one in the Forum.
The room divider in the big lecture theatre doesn’t open
completely, which is a bit of a shame. When someone asks
a question you can’t see them from the other half of the
room, which makes it feel impersonal. And teachers
aren’t sure where to look because of that wall in the
middle. There is a very long lecture theatre too (the North
hall, ed.). That one is nicer.’

Paul Sheldon
OSP Catering staﬀ, barman in The Spot
‘At midday the café and the two side
rooms are full up. People like the
catering and they think it’s good
value for money. We hear that a lot.
We did a survey about the coffee on
The Spot’s Facebook page. We serve
Australian organic. Most people think our coﬀee’s nicer
than the coﬀee in the Forum.’

Truus Willemse
Receptionist in Orion
‘I used to work in Radix, where you
have a beautiful spacious view. Here
you look out on the lifts. The building
is ﬁne but there are a few teething
troubles. At the start there were
problems with the temperature and
the dry air. Then the teachers often have trouble with the

audiovisual equipment, with things like connecting and
disconnecting systems in linked rooms. Often it’s a
question of unfamiliarity. Another novelty is the lift, which
took some getting used to for a lot of people. Students
often ask, too, if there is a little corner somewhere where
they can work. It is not always easy to ﬁnd a place for
them.’

Amilcar Guzmán
MSc student of Environmental
Sciences, from Chile
‘It is really functional architecture
and I like it very much. There are lots
of places where you can relax, such as
The Spot cafe on the ground ﬂoor. We
can get together there for group work
or consultations, without it being too formal.
On the other ﬂoors there are just corridors with
classrooms. The smaller work spaces and the lecture
rooms are ﬁne, with lots of technology. Not all the teachers
are used to it; we are still in the adaptation phase.’

Irene Gosselink
Second-year BSc student of
Biotechnology
‘This is a big improvement on the
Dreijen. Orion is more modern and
the big windows are beautiful. It
is usually very cold though, the
temperature regulation could be
improved on. And we had an emergency drill practice
recently, which showed that the evacuation plan doesn’t
work at all. The staircase was packed. And we were not
outside yet when we were told we could go back inside.
At the start I sometimes had to queue for the revolving
doors, which was pretty irritating. Luckily they leave the
doors open these days.’
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Joan Wellink
Associate professor of Molecular
Biology
‘It is a bit barer and more minimalist
that the Forum. It is a plus that you
can easily walk out into the garden
here downstairs, with the outdoor
terrace. We also give lectures in a
large computer room on the fourth ﬂoor. It’s two connected rooms so halfway down people are sitting with
their backs to each other. That’s not very practical. My
colleague solves it by walking up and down. There are two
beamers but we haven’t managed to synchronize them yet.’

Ynte van Dam
Associate professor of Marketing and
Consumer Behaviour
‘What kind of idiot designs a
building in which you can’t see the
reception when you come in, and the
receptionist can’t see who or what is
coming in? The building certainly

wasn’t designed by people with any idea about education. I
have taught four times in the lecture theatre with the room
divider down the middle (the split ‘big fan’ room, ed.).
There are more than 100 people sitting on the left and
more than 100 on the right, and they can’t see each other.
There is no way you can be in contact with the whole
group. It is hard to decide where to focus and before you
know it you are talking to the wall in the middle. I
appreciate the Forum a lot more now that I teach in Orion.’

Madina Imaralieva
MSc student of Environmental
Sciences, from Kirgiztan
‘It is a beautiful building with plenty
of light. The construction is very
creative and unique. I like the lecture
rooms: big, with comfortable chairs
and big screens. You can relax and
listen to the lecture. And it is not as busy as the Forum. I
prefer to come here to study downstairs before the lecture
starts.’

26 September 2013 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



24 >> student
How speeches go down on Twitter

THE KING’S SPEECH

‘WE ALL PLAY AT BEING
JOURNALISTS NOW’
Why does one speech set tongues
wagging on Twitter while
another comes nowhere near
making the trending topics list?
Marieke Ploegmakers knows. For
her minor in Strategic Communication this student of Animal
Sciences analysed thousands of
tweets about four speeches in
order to ﬁnd out which factors
cause a speech to be picked up
on in the social media.

PHOTO: GUY ACKERMANS

Marieke’s research has become
quite a media hit itself. On the eve
of the new Dutch king’s ﬁrst

Budget Day speech, dozens of
media consulted Marieke on the
factors of successful
speechmaking. She gave interviews
on the subject to media including
national newspaper De Volkskrant,
regional newspaper De
Gelderlander, and on the radio.
‘Research has been done in the
Netherlands on the persuasiveness
of speeches, but never before on
how they are received on Twitter,’
explains the MSc student. ‘With
the advent of the social media, we
all play at being journalists now.
Speeches are evaluated at

Marieke
Ploegmakers
analysed
26,000
tweets.

lightning speed on various
network sites. As a speaker or
speech writer, the art is to make
the writing so appealing that bits
of the speech get shared on social
media.’
FIGURE OF SPEECH
The speeches Marieke analysed
were recent and had come in for a
lot of attention: Queen Beatrix’s
last Christmas speech and her
abdication speech in January, King
Willem-Alexander’s installation
speech and the 4 May
Remembrance Day speech by exair force commander General
Peter van Uhm.
Marieke spent her summer
analysing more than 26,000 tweets,
about 7000 of which were of use to
her: they addressed the content or
evaluated the text. All four
speeches went down well, but
Peter van Uhm’s speech stood out;
99 percent of the tweets about it
were positive. That is partly down
to circumstances, says Marieke.
‘People already have a lot of
sympathy for Peter van Uhm
because his son was killed in
Afghanistan. The fact that he
spoke on 4 May ensured that a lot
of people were impressed by his
speech.’
But it was also the stylistic
features of Van Uhm’s speech that
made it stick in people’s minds.
Marieke: ‘He used a lot of
repetition of words: ‘I’, ‘we’, ‘they’.
Often in threes, with a summary in
three sections. That creates a
certain rhythm, making people
more likely to retain it. This was
reﬂected in the tweets as well.’
Other ﬁgures of speech that
Marieke encountered were the
contrast and the oneliner. ‘His
parting shot, “Because good
things come not from me- and
them-thinking but from usthinking”, was totally tweetable. A

‘King Willem-Alexander’s clear
language use is striking. It was
obvious from the tweets that a
lot of people thought Queen
Beatrix used words that were
too diﬃcult. Willem-Alexander
seems to want to avoid that. He
illustrated some of his statements with concrete examples.
For example, he clariﬁed the
‘reform of long-term health care’
with reference to insurance
coverage for a stair lift or a taxi.
Another noticeable thing was
that there were quite a few sets
of three words or phrases, and a
fair number of contrasts. The
sentence from the speech that
was tweeted most often had a
contrast in it too: ‘This,
combined with the need to
reduce the budget deﬁcit, means
that the classical welfare state is
slowly but surely evolving into a
participation society.’ The
phrase ‘participation society’ is
repeated three times in the
speech. And that works:
Buzzcapture analysed 48,286
tweets about the speech, and
found that the main topic we are
talking about online is the
#participation society.’

readymade tweet in fact.’
Previous research at the
University of Amsterdam proved
that ﬁgures of speech such as
anecdotes and metaphors
contribute to persuasiveness as
well. This was not reﬂected much
in the tweets she analysed,
however. ‘Anecdotes are not
relayed as such on Twitter. They
are stories and too long to ﬁt into a
tweet. But they do contribute to
people’s approval of a speech.
Beatrix’s personal note about
Claus in her farewell speech, for
instance. People thought that was
lovely.’ Linda van der Nat
Marieke’s research was an
assignment for copywriting bureau
Kroes in Wageningen, and was
supervised by professor of Strategic
Communication Noelle Aarts. .
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EATING OUT OF THE BIN

What are you going to serve us?
‘Lunches prepared with fresh
ingredients, mainly from local farmers. For example, we picked up
potatoes from a nearby organic
farm. They are perfectly edible potatoes but they are too small to be
sold in the shops. Just before the
event we will go to another farm to
get broccoli and pumpkins. They
don’t look nice enough for customers, but they taste excellent.’

PHOTO: SVEN MENSCHEL

What exactly is going to happen at
this event?
‘It is a ‘food waste event’, modeled along the lines of Tristram
Stuarts ‘Feeding the 5000’, where
meals are prepared from food that
would otherwise have been thrown
out. The aim is to raise awareness
of how much food gets wasted – one
third of the food produced around
the world is thrown out. If it was all
eaten, nobody would go hungry.’

CREDIT FOTOGRAAF

The global food problem can be
solved by wasting less food, says
British visionary Tristram Stuart,
who will be giving a lecture in
Wageningen on 1 October. In the
run-up to his arrival students are
organizing a free lunch for 500
diners in Orion on Sunday 29
September. The meal will be
prepared using food that usually
ends up in the waste bin. We met
one of the organizers: Timo
Eckhardt.

The organizers use potatoes that are too small for normal retail.

Why in Wageningen?
‘Because Wageningen has such
a diverse international community, we see this as an opportunity to
spread our message to other parts
of the world as well. And of course
the university has a strong focus
on food; we can channel that energy towards our goal.’
How will you make clear to the
guests what your aim is?
‘Apart from giving away meals,

we are running an information
fair at which we will show how you
can combat food waste. For
example, carrots stay good much
longer if you store them vertically
in a crate full of sand as if they
were still in the ground.
We have also asked students to
come up with their own ideas and
tips – perhaps particular customs
from their home countries. They
are still welcome to send those to
us.’

Can we do something to stop all
that waste ourselves?
‘Certainly. More than half of the
food waste is thrown out in the
home. So you really can do
something about it yourself.
One of the main weapons against
food waste is planning. Check
what you have in the fridge and
think what you can make with it
over the next few days. Make sure
you don’t buy too much food at one
JB
go.’

Dust down your old coursebooks
Sustainable, environmentally
friendly, economical - these are
all values that go down well in
Wageningen. Maybe that’s why
the national website for sharing
course books is such a success
here. Even though the Wageningen branch has only been up and
running for four months.
Through Studieboekendelen.nl, students can rent and rent out used

course books for 15 to 20 euros per
month. A worthwhile saving for
those who need the books and a nice little earner for those renting
them out. Plus: the participants are
helping to save the environment by
reusing books. Tim Steijaert, MSc
student of Management, Economics and Consumer Studies, is responsible for Studieboekendelen in
Wageningen. It is clear from the
interest it has attracted that the

concept appeals to students: ‘We
started just before the AID, but it
caught on immediately. More than
350 people expressed interest at
the info market.’
In fact, it is going better in Wageningen than in the nine other
student towns in which the organization is active. More than 300 Wageningen books are on offer on the
site. The number is expected to
double by the next period. ‘The

main demand for course books is
among ﬁrst years, especially now
that students have less money.
Their network for borrowing books
is not very big yet. So there is a lot
of demand for books, especially in
the general courses such as maths,
decision science and statistics,
which are taught in every period.’
But according to Steijaert there is a
rental market for books for more
specialist courses too. MvdH
26 September 2013 — RESOURCE

(5(6SLQGG



26 >> student
ON THE FLY
A human second is an eternity to
a ﬂy. That is because their brains
work so fast, researchers at
Trinity College Dublin have
discovered. A ﬂy lives at a much
faster pace than we do, that’s all
there is to it. Flies might not be
profound thinkers but they are
certainly faster than we are. Now
you know why it is so hard to
ﬂatten one. Slowcoach!

A BEER PLEASE!
How do you order a
drink in a full
and noisy
bar? Not by
waving or
calling.
Standard ordering
behaviour is to
stand in front of
the bar with your
whole body facing
the booze. Nine out
of ten people do this, researchers
from the University of Bieleveld
have established. That’s how they
taught robot-barman James to
take orders. The stuﬀ of an
Ig-Nobel prize? What d’you bet?

Argo boat in near collision on Rhine
A group of aspiring rowers at
Argo rowing club narrowly
escaped a collision with Rhine
barge recently. Nobody was hurt
but everyone in the boat got
soaked.
The crew was made up of four
women novices who were still in
training. The cox was an
experienced member of Argo, but
his vision was impaired by the low
sun. He had therefore steered the
boat towards the middle of the
Rhine to avoid breakwaters, and
noticed too late that the rowing
boat was in the course of an
oncoming Rhine barge. The
Argonauts missed the metal bow
of the barge by a hair’s breadth,
but the rowing boat did capsize in
the larger vessel’s wake. All the
crew ended up in the water. An
Argo coach’s boat that was nearby

An Argo ladies’
four. The people
in the photo
were not
involved in the
Rhine barge
accident.

picked up the unfortunate ﬁve and
the boat was rescued from the river
undamaged.
‘Really bad luck,’ says Argo
chair Mylene van Doorn. Such
incidents are extremely rare, she
says. ‘All our new rowers get a
compulsory safety course in which
they learn that they have to watch
out on the Rhine. This was

nobody’s fault really.’
As a gesture of concern, the four
novices and their cox were offered
lunch on Friday the 13th by the
committee in charge of the
training of novices. ‘It did give
them quite a shock but they have
said it wasn’t going to put them off
LvdN
going out on the river.’

TARTLÉTOS DREAMTEAM BEST
STUDENTS IN VELUWELOOP

FRAUD
Academic fraud is hot. The trend
is so strong that it has even
caught on in Miss World circles.
The gorgeous Miss Uzbekistan,
who has entered the Miss World
contest, went to university and is
musical. The only hitch is that
there’s never been a Miss
Uzbekistan contest. The
university she ‘attended’ doesn’t
have any record of her either.
Oops.

NAP
Forget all those funny nutrition
tests: sleep for science! NASA is
looking for test subjects who will
stay in bed for 70 days. You’ll be
paid 13,000 euros for it, but you
do have to stay in bed all the time
with your head lower than your
body. You have to lie still as much
as possible but you are allowed
to read, watch TV and do video
games. Sounds like the perfect
student job.

The Dreamteam from the
Wageningen athletics club
Tartlétos won the 33rd
Veluweloop race on Saturday
15 September in the students’
class. They came second
overall, after the Aeolus
Running Team from Enschede.
The Veluweloop is a relay race
with twelve laps, which starts
and ends at the Bongerd. In
recent years the event has
suﬀered a decline in
participant numbers, reaching
a low in 2012 when only 68
teams showed up on the
starting line.
A recruitment drive among
students bore fruit this year:
the number of student teams
rose from 7 to 17. A total of 90
teams took part, including the
Anne van den Ban Fund team
with rector magniﬁcus Martin
Kropﬀ and his wife among its
runners. LvdN
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EPISODE 16 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<

Derk

Elise

Vera

Willem-Jan

The story so far: Second-year Vera is the youngest resident
at the Mortierstraat house. Luckily, the ambitious Elise and
the eternal student Jan-Willem can advise her on exactly
how to deal with coursework emergencies.

ILLUSTRATIONS: MEREL DE GRAAF

Bianca

Pill
‘I

am so dumb,’ cried Vera, storming into the living
room, throwing her bag onto a chair and collapsing on the soda. With the exception of Willem-Jan,
whose gaze never left the TV screen, her housemates
looked at her in astonishment.
‘What is it?’ asked Elise.
‘I forgot to write one of my reports and now I won’t
be allowed to take the exam.’ Willem-Jan rolled his
eyes theatrically.
‘Tough luck, better luck next year.’
Vera was already rattling on.
‘The teacher’s explanation was so unclear and then to be so
strict about it – it really is stupid. I’ll never get it ﬁnished,
it’s loads of work and the deadline is tomorrow.’
‘So you are not even too late yet, actually?’ Now Willem-Jan
looked up. ‘Just work through the night, get a ﬁve and a half
and you’re done.’ Vera looked stunned; there was a
moment’s silence.
‘Have you ever done that?’
Everyone except Willem-Jan laughed. No one could ever
have accused him of normal sleeping habits.
‘But how do you go about it then?’ Vera pursued the subject. Even Willem-Jan grinned now.
‘Very simple. You get a pack of red bull, sit at your desk,
unplug the internet cable and only stop when the job is
done. Bingo.’ A blushing Vera retreated to her room. Was it
really a good idea to listen to Willem-Jan? In no time there
was a knock at the door and in came Elise.
‘I don’t want to interfere,’ she said, ‘but I can’t get through
a whole night without help and I always use this.’ She dis-

played two white pills on the palm of her hand. ‘Modaﬁnil
helps you concentrate fantastically and sometimes you feel
really happy too.’ Vera was speechless now, and she lowered her eyes. ‘I’ll just put them down here,’ said Elise. ‘Two
pills will deﬁnitely get you through the night. It’s up to you
whether you use them’
Covered in confusion, Vera sat down at her desk. She hated
feeling like such a naïve little girl. She thought she had said
goodbye to that Vera when she left her village. She hesitated for ten minutes, then she swallowed the ﬁrst pill before
she could have time for second thoughts. And she set to
work on her report. Elise’s claims had been no exaggeration. She felt cheerful and did not get in the least bit tired.
Around four thirty she took the second pill and at around
quarter to seven she was done. Wow, she thought as she
scrolled down through her report. It was all done and dusted. Half an hour later Elise knocked again.
‘Thanks for your help,’ said Vera. ‘Those pills work really well.’
‘Sure, you can do more than you think you can,’ said Elise
deadpan, putting a bottle of vitamin pills on the table. ‘As
long as you keep taking your vitamins.’

Resource follows events at Mortierstraat 14B

First introweek for parents
Parents of ﬁrst-year students can
come for a weekend to get to
know Wageningen and its
university. The oﬀer has been
taken up by 150 people who have
signed up for the ﬁrst edition.
Your child goes off to university in
a new city, setting out on a new
life. But parents are not completely
out of the picture. On the contrary,
the university, the city council and
local businesses are seeking to

involve Mum and Dad in their
child’s new life by offering an
introduction weekend especially
for them. There is enough interest
from the parents, but why does the
university want to do this?
‘One of the important points is
for parents to understand that
their role in relation to their child
is changing,’ explains Hermien
Miltenburg. ‘They have to let their
children go, but they are still their
most important advisors.’

Miltenburg is organizing the
meeting on Saturday at which the
parents will learn about ECTS
points, elective courses and resits.
This knowledge will equip them
for supporting their son or
daughter. But the parents’
weekend includes some more
recreational elements as well, such
as a walk through the town and the
water meadows by the Rhine, a
visit to the cinema and dinner in a
restaurant.

Older students might see this
kind of weekend as rather
meddlesome. Where is the line?
To what extent should you carry on
involving parents in their
children’s affairs? According to
Miltenburg, the ﬁrst-year students
themselves think it’s a very good
idea. ‘I didn’t contact parents
directly; the students invited them
themselves. It’s up to them to
decide what they want.’ NM
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>> PARTIES
The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie. Check
www.wageningenup.nl for all parties.

POPUPCLUB - LA CANTINA LATINAS
Bevrijdingsstraat 38, 22.00 Friday 27 September
to 04.00
PopUpClub is Wageningen’s new place to be.
Its initiators hope that this alternative club will
ﬁll a gap in Wageningen’s nightlife. So let’s
hope that they can really provide that little bit
extra now lacking in Wageningen. It will be a
meeting place for locals out for a good time, as

well as for students. This ﬁrst weekend party
should show whether this ambitious project
can hit the right note in Wageningen. At
weekends the PopUpClub aims to attract a
more international crowd. It will give its
Wageningen nightlife competitor the
International Club a run for its money. The
entry fee of ﬁve euros is a little on the high side
for Wageningen, but if PopUpClub can provide
what it aims to, then it’s certainly worth that
much.
POP ROUND IN WAGENINGEN
Pubs in the town centre, from 20.00 on Thursday 3
October to 02.00.
‘Popronde’ is a phenomenon known all over the
Netherlands. Wageningen’s version features
up-and-coming bands performing in 15
different pubs. Hop from one pub to another
and judge them yourself. The popularity of this
event continues to grow and as a result, the

number of venues has increased this year and
more bands will be featured than last year. With
musical talent, the charm of Wageningen’s
town centre and plenty of good cheer, it
promises to be yet another enjoyable evening,
which you certainly don’t want to miss. No
entrance fee at all, so no reason whatsoever to
stay at home.
The line-up is being ﬁnalized, so keep an eye on
the (social) media.
AID REUNION PARTY
Het Gat, 22.00 Tuesday 8 October to 04.00.
Bring your AID gadget along and gather your
AID team together. To look wistfully back once
more at the AID, and party again with your AID
brothers and sisters. To ﬁnd out how you are all
doing in the ﬁrst period and of course, to bring
the last week of this period to a good close.
Afterwards, you will have to start mugging up in
your ﬁrst self-study week. WageningenUP-team

>> THE WORKS
‘NUTRITION ADVICE
IN GHANA’
Who? Kim van der Molen, MSc student of Nutrition and
Health
What? Internship at a nutrition centre
Where? Gushegu in northern Ghana
‘I did an internship at a nutrition centre that works to ﬁght
undernutrition among Ghanaian children. Child undernutrition is a problem in northern Ghana, but not because there is not
enough food. It has more to do with the local eating habits and the
ignorance of many young mothers. It is commonly believed, for
example, that eggs are not good for children, whereas they contain proteins which are exactly what children need.
The nutrition centre invited mothers of undernourished children to
stay a couple of weeks. The children then received healthy food while
the mothers were taught about a healthy diet and hygiene. My task was
to evaluate the work of the nutrition centre. To do that I also needed to
make home visits. They found it difﬁcult to put what they had learned
into practice at home. Because they could not get hold of the same cleaning materials, for instance, or because someone else (a mother or a
mother-in-law) was in charge.
Ghanaians are extremely nice, helpful people, but as a white person you
are always something of a spectacle. Whenever I cycled past a primary
school in the morning, the kids always sang the same song in the only
English they know: “Siliminga (which means white person), how are
you, I’m ﬁne thank you!” I had about 30 marriage proposals too, sometimes from total strangers who just addressed me on the street. There

weren’t any really good marriage candidates among them (mainly
because they were all 40 or 50 years old) so I just thanked them politely.
One special event during my stay was my namegiving ceremony. This is
a festive occasion at which a newborn child is given its religious name
at the church or the mosque. I was actively involved in the local church,
which was why a ceremony was organized for me as well. The women at
the nutrition centre thought of a Ghanaian name for me: Maltiti.
Which means ‘she who comes to help.’ RA
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in memoriam

announcements
Announcements for and by students and staﬀ. Send no more than
75 words to resource@wur.nl, with
‘Announcement’ as subject, on the
Thursday before publication.

MEANWHILE IN... <<
Meanwhile in Kenya
In the news: During an attack on a Nairobi shopping centre last
weekend, 72 people were killed and many more injured. There
are thought to be more victims still under the rubble of the
collapsed building. Responsibility for the attack has been
claimed by Al-Shabaab, a militant Muslim group from Somalia,
who say they acted in revenge for Kenyan military intervention in
their country.
Commentary by: Susan Moenga, Kenyan MSc student of Plant
Biotechnology and board member at ISOW
‘I came home from church on Saturday and found all sorts of
worried messages from friends on my telephone. Of course I
wondered what they were talking about. That’s how I found out
there had been an attack. There doesn’t seem to be anyone I
know among the victims. My boyfriend’s father was at the bank to
withdraw money at the time of the attack. He had been brought
there by car by a colleague of my boyfriend’s, who stayed down in
the basement waiting for my father-in-law by the car. My fatherin-law was lucky: the attackers couldn’t get into the bank. He
called the chauffeur to say he shouldn’t come up. In the evening
my father-in-law was rescued by the army. They found my
boyfriend’s colleague in the basement later. Shot dead.
It is good to see how the country responds to the attack, because
it really brings people closer together. They donate blood or try to
help in all kinds of ways. We are a multi-ethnic and -religious
society but we always respect each other. Al-Shabaab use their
religion as an excuse but this had nothing to do with religion. The
terrorists of Al Shabaab have lost a lot of power thanks to the
actions of the Kenyan army. This is an act of despair motivated by
revenge.
It’s very difﬁcult for me that something like this happens when I
am far from home and my family. Normally this kind of thing
happens somewhere far away but this is different: I know this
shopping centre, I have been there. Friends of mine are still
worried about their family. I feel helpless about it. I keep track of
the news all the time of course; tonight I couldn’t sleep because
of it. I have been very surprised by the support I get in
Wageningen, because people are very concerned. A lot of friends
ask if my family is OK, and that is very nice.’ Karst Oosterhuis

Rein Alink
Rein Alink, project controller at the
Environmental Science Group (ESG),
passed away on Monday 2 September at only 62 years of age.
Rein started working at the then
Agricultural College on 16 June 1975
and was due to celebrate his 40th
anniversary in service on 1 March
2014. He was looking forward to
that, and to his retirement soon
afterwards. Sadly, this was not to be.
Rein held a number of diﬀerent posts
in the area of ﬁnancial
administration, project
administration and project control.
For the past 10 years he was project
controller for research projects at
DOW and since 2007 for Alterra
projects too. Rein was a person who
was always willing to help out. He
passed on his knowledge and
experience, especially regarding the
university side of his work, to new
ﬁnance colleagues and Unit
Management staﬀ, with whom he
worked closely. Rein was a sincere
and sociable person who worked
systematically. He was a real
socializer and a bit of a bon viveur,
and always in for a joke or a quip.
Last year we heard that Rein had
been diagnosed with a lifethreatening brain tumour. The Alink
family was in great distress, as was
our department. His son and
daughter-in-law had just emigrated
to Australia where his son had a job,
but they returned to the Netherlands
and Rein was able to experience the
birth of his granddaughter and
brieﬂy enjoy being a grandpa. We
oﬀer our sincere condolences to
Rein’s wife, son, daughter-in-law and
other members of the family.

Discover learning style, study tips
and note taking strategies
Do you procrastinate a lot? Do you
have trouble ﬁnding the purpose of
studying? Are you wondering how
you can save time while studying?
Then you should attend this Young
KLV training. After this workshop
you will know why, how and what
you should study. Learning styles,
study tips and note-taking strategies: these 3 elements together
will enable you to make your study
challenging, satisfying and fun.
Free for KLV-members. Date: 26
September, 19.00 hrs. Venue: Impulse, campus.
INFO: WWW.KLV.NL

Workshop Negotiating skills
Maximize the outcome of your negotiations! Negotiating is a skill
for life. Creating your life, your
career, your position in all sorts of
(social/study/work) groups with an
aim for a win-win for all parties
participating in your life. Find out
what makes it a skill for you, in a
fun and creative way, so you can
use it in all diﬀerent contexts and
perspectives. Leeuwenborch room
C63, 8 October, 19.00 - 22.00.
INFO: WWW.KLV.NL/EVENTS

Networking & personal branding
Young, excited and fully loaded
with talents, competences and ambition you are looking for an internship or a job. Are you related
to the right people? Can you tell
them what you are looking for, what
you oﬀer and why they should
choose you? During this workshop
the best networking-tricks are presented. You will know how to impress people and make them remember you. Or even better: get
them to help you reaching the
goals that you’re aiming at. Impulse, 10 October, 19.00 - 22.00.
INFO: WWW.KLV.NL/EVENTS

Jan Lammers, Team leader Planning
and Control ESG

Agenda on page 30
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agenda
Thursday 26 September, 20.00

HOW BEAUTIFUL AND UGLY
CHANGE OVER TIME
An evening of discussion in the public library about the Wageningen
townscape with reference to about
100 photos taken by Camera Club
Wageningen. These photos are on
display in the library during September. Klaas de Vries will host the
evening with the public and a panel comprising architect Pieter
Roza, Rita van Biesbergen – audiovisual producer, Tanja Ledoux – art
historian, Twan de Vos – artist,
and two students of 6 VWO at Pantarijn, Mareen Bastiaans and Merel
van ’t Leven.
INFO: WWW.BBLTHK.NL

a practical introduction to Tristram
Stuart’s visit to WUR on 1 October.
Organized by WUR’s Centre of
Sustainable Development and Food
Security. Location: Orion building
(location to be conﬁrmed).
FOR INFORMATION: LJILJANA.RODIC@WUR.NL.

Tuesday 1 October, 12.30-13.15

LECTURE BY TRISTRAM STUART
Tristram is the author of the book
‘Waste: Uncovering the Global
Food Scandal’ and founder of
‘Feeding the 5000’. Presenting
startling data on food wastage but
also what can we do about it.
Come and change your views on
food (waste) for good. Organized
by WUR’s Centre of Sustainable
Development and Food Security.
Location: Orion building (location
to be conﬁrmed)

the university created a visible
cultural and administrative elite.
This seems less true today. Which
groups are there now and how do
they live side by side? Writer and
journalist Leo Klep will kick oﬀ the
evening with a column he’s
written. A panel and the public will
then share their thoughts on the
topic, whilst also looking ahead.
The panel: former councillor Henk
Blankestijn, social worker
Jannneke de Jong, former student
pastor and now judicial chaplin
Marianne Schulte Kemna, Monique
Delno – head of a primary school,
and a student at Wageningen
university. Eric Wijnacker,
journalist, will host the evening.
INFO: WWW.BBLTHK.NL

Thursday 10 October

FOR INFORMATION: LJILJANA.RODIC@WUR.NL.

SUSTAINABILITY DAY

TURNING FOOD FOR BINS –
INTO FOOD FOR KINGS!

Thursday 3 October, 20.00

Free lunches made out of
ingredients that would otherwise
be wasted; informative stands and
games. Run by WUR volunteers, as

Sustainability Day: in honor of this
day Greenoﬃce Wageningen will
organise the Sustainibility

An evening of discussion in the
public library about contradictions
in Wageningen. In days gone by

Sunday 29 September, 12.30-16.00

WAGENINGEN DIVIDED TOWN

Festival. The Sustainability
Festival is about celebrating the
diversity of the sustainability
initiatives that are taking place in
Wageningen and around the world.
We want to shine the spotlight
several people and organisations
who are trying to make this world
more sustain¬able. On this day
three buildings - Orion, forum and
Impulse - will host numerous
activities, all focused around the
theme of sustainability. These
activities will include a
Green¬stormin seminar and a Book
& clothing SWAP. Come and bring
your clothes and books and
participate in the swap or go to the
Seminar about the claim by David
W. Orr (Oberlin College) that: ‘The
people with the biggest
ecolo¬gical footprint are the
people with higher education’.
Register here for the seminar and
get a free lunch.
WWW.GREENOFFICEWAGENINGEN.NL

KNUFFELBOER OF KANTOORBOER,
BEWUSTE BURGER OF KILOKNALLER CONSUMENT?
Hoe doorbreken we de burger-consument impasse?

Dialoog-avond
Toegang gratis
3 oktober - 19:30

Café The Spot,
Orion,
WUR Campus

Veel burgers hebben een uitgesproken mening over landbouw en voedsel, maar
zijn als consument niet consequent bij het doen van inkopen. Hoe kunnen we dit
stramien doorbreken?
Programma
De rol van de supermarkt. Prof. Gerrit Antonides (Economie van Consumenten &
Huishoudens, WUR)
Een voorbeeld uit de praktijk. Annamarie Visser, melkveehouder die de impasse
doorbreekt.
Het Bijmengprincipe - dé oplossing voor het doorbreken van de impasse? Marc van
der Schee (Nationale DenkTank 2012)
‘Keukentafelgesprekken’: boeren en burgers leren elkaar kennen.

WWW.HETEETCAFE.EU > EETCAFÉ LIVE

/HETEETCAFE

@HETEETCAFE
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Ready for a language
course that will make
a difference?
18 languages e.g. (Academic) English – German
Chinese – Spanish – Dutch

Start 7 October
www.wageningenUR.nl/into

TURNING FOOD FOR BINS

INTO FOOD FOR KINGS
SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER, 12.30-16.00
ORION | EVENT ON FOOD WASTE AND

FREE LUNCH
made with food that would normally be wasted

TUESDAY 01 OCTOBER, 12.30-13.15
ORION | PUBLIC LECTURE BY

TRISTRAM STUART
Founder of ‘Feeding the 5000’ and author of
“Waste: Uncovering the Global Food Scandal”

Centre for Sustainable
Development & Food Security

The Malnutrition
Puzzle: embedding
nutrition in a
post-2015 research

More information: www.wageningenur.nl/csdfs

Programme
Welcome by Dr. Inge Brouwer, Wageningen University
Three 5-minute pitches by PhD students of Wageningen University:
Ø Elise F. Talsma, Netherlands, Human Nutrition
Ø Godfrey Taulya, Uganda, Plant Production Systems
Ø Prossy Ntakyo, Uganda, Development Economics
Prof. Lawrence Haddad, IDS, Sussex (UK) ‘An enabling environment
for agriculture to affect nutrition: What would it take?’.

framework

Participation in this event is free of charge.
The Dr. Judith Zwartz Foundation enables
the Division of Human Nutrition to organise
each year a public lecture and a science
lecture. This first science lecture has as
focus one of the Division’s common
research themes; ‘international nutrition’.

10 October 2013
Orion building, Wageningen
Campus. Start 16.00 hrs.
Get together from 15.30 hrs, drinks afterwards.
Questions: human.nutrition@wur.nl

Division of Human Nutrition
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ILLUSTRATION: HENK VAN RUITENBEEK

>>TYPICAL DUTCH

The Naked Truth
I come from the east where modesty is appreciated and public nudity is frowned upon. In fact it is
considered a shameful act and even a crime.

Since I embarked on my journey here in the Netherlands, I have come to understand that the
Dutch are the most conﬁdent people I have ever seen. There are no stereotypes of having to look a
certain way and everybody is conﬁdent and comfortable in their own skin. However, little did I
know that it goes further and that the Dutch don’t mind being naked in front of a stranger. It
shocked me when an old man ﬂashed his entire body while changing into swimming trunks in
front of me. I felt guilty for looking and for just being there.
I was in disbelief that this had just happened to me. Then I noticed that it was a communal
changing room so there weren’t any real cubicles to give you a private changing space. My wife has
told me the same story about when she was done working out at the gym. The showers there don’t
even have a curtain so you just shower there naked with the others, who are also naked. Then you
simply put on your underwear and act like everything is normal. From then on, I have noticed
similar incidences in different settings, like at the beach and at a spa. I know now how openness
is conceived around here. It encompasses both physical and mental openness. Although I’m not a
fan of it, changes of scenery are always welcome! Naim Mohamad, Malaysian PhD student at the

The Dutch don’t mind
being naked
in front of a stranger

Laboratory of Microbiology,

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it brieﬂy. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn ﬁfty euro and Dutch candy.
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