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labour of love

>> CLEMENTINE + RECYCLE ART
Clementine Sluijsmans, secretary to the WUR council

‘Art gives my life meaning’
She works during the day. You’ve got to bring home the
bacon, after all. But Clementine Sluijsmans really lives
for and through her art. It is Recycle art. She gives all
sorts of things a new lease of life in her artworks. From
bits of Resource (‘you have lovely colours’) to rusty sardine
tins. Layered collages based on the theme of ‘home’.
Colourful and full of letters and symbols. ‘Text adds
something.’ You can see more of Clementine’s art at:
www.aliasclem.blogspot.com. RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
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When you’ve been working or studying in the same place for a long time you can
get a bit stale and lose your fresh perspective on what’s going on around you.
Although I’m sure I won’t be able to avoid this entirely, I do remind myself of it
daily in the hope of staying fresh. What I saw all around me in Wageningen UR
last week was passion. It was my first Dies Natalis. An afternoon led by a rector
who was doing this for the 10th time. What drive, what enthusiasm, what passion. For his subject, for nature, and for his university. Then Ruben Smit took the
stage. A man who followed his heart and looks at the world through the lens of
his camera. He can tell endless stories and is very eager to share his love of
nature. Then this morning I read our interview with Marten Scheffer (page 20).
Extraordinary. Someone who dares to be different in order to reach the great
heights. Intuition, enthusiasm, tuning in to feelings, and space can lead to great
things. From popular MOOCs to prizewinning films and countless tipping points.
I hope I will go on seeing it for a long time.
Edwin van Laar

>> What happened to the crooked green bean? | p.12
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CAMPUS TO GET MEDIA PRODUCTION COMPANY

Ruben Smit, the director of the nature film The New Wilderness, announced on Wageningen’s Foundation Day that his new media production company Natural History Unit
Nederland would be located on Wageningen Campus, and would probably be moving in within weeks.
The company is already collaborating closely with Wageningen scientists on new films and documentaries. ‘I’d been toying with the idea of
setting up shop on campus for some
time, says Smit, a Wageningen UR
alumnus and former employee.

‘When the rector invited me to give a
speech on Foundation Day, that confirmed me in my decision to put this
plan into practice.’
He is following the example of the
BBC’s documentary makers, who
made a deliberate choice to be
based near Bristol University rather
than in London. ‘It’s to prevent us
getting bogged down in the Dutch
media scene in Hilversum and to get
inspiration from my professional
colleagues, because that’s how I see
Wageningen’s scientists,’ explains
the ecologist, who studied in Wageningen and got his doctorate there.
Smit’s fellow workers in the Natural
History Unit Nederland are Philippe
Tammes and Melchert Meijer zu
Schlochtern.
Smit makes films that focus on the
relationship between individual ani-

mals while still presenting the bigger story of how ecosystems affect
one another. Smit: ‘That holistic story is what I want to get across as an
ecologist. Collaborating with Wageningen scientists lets us give a proper, substantiated explanation of the
interactions between animals.’
The Natural History Unit Nederland
is already working intensively with
Wageningen scientists on its next
big production, which is about life
in and around the Wadden Sea.
‘This film will only be released in
2018 but nature films require a lot of
preparation.’ The film makers discuss what unusual processes are
found in nature, for example, with
experts such as marine biologist
Han Lindeboom, and when would
be the best time to record these processes. Both the film makers them-

A MOMENT TO YOURSELF

PHOTO: BART DE GOUW

It would have been easy to overlook
Lourens Poorter’s daughter at the
university’s birthday party. Her father gave a presentation at the Dies
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Natalis on the dynamics between
species in tropical rain forests. First
Franka had to sit still for two hours
on a chair in the theatre and then

everyone had to exchange the latest
gossip at the drinks party. How boring can it get? Luckily she had a
Donald Duck comic with her. AS

selves and Wageningen UR’s directors expect that being based on campus will facilitate access to the latest
knowledge and insights. KG

PHOTO: MARTE HOFSTEENGE

• Following the example
of the BBC.
• Already collaborating in
latest project.

THE SPOT WANTS
TO BE MORE OF A
LIVING ROOM
As of 16 March, The Spot will be
staying open longer. Orion’s cafe
will be closing at ten p.m. instead of
eight p.m. Lots of activities are
planned for the first week of longer
opening hours. It was the university
that decided on this change. Annemarie de Vries, Orion’s location
manager, says The Spot’s main
function is to serve as a ‘living room’
where students can chill out. She
noticed there was a need, especially
among international students, for
somewhere at the university to go to
in the evening after lectures. Xboxes, table-tennis tables and board
games have been put in The Spot to
create a living room feel. The student committee is now looking at
further possible changes that could
give the place even more of a homely, welcoming atmosphere. RA

news << 5

WAGENINGEN UR’S REPUTATION STRONGER
• No explanation for improved
ranking.

Wageningen UR’s global reputation improved last year, it appears
from the World Reputation Rankings in the Times Higher Education
(THE) journal.
Each year, the British journal asks

leading researchers around the
world which they consider to be the
top ten universities in their field of
research. The THE received almost
10,000 replies, 16 percent of which
came from the United States, 11
percent from China, 7 percent
from Japan and 5.5 percent from
the UK and Russia. As always, Harvard heads the list.
Wageningen UR is comfortably

back in the reputation rankings’
top 100, in the shared rank of 6170. Last year, the university didn’t
make the top 100, but it had a
shared 91-100th position in the two
previous years (2012 and 2013). Information specialist Wouter Gerritsma doesn’t have an explanation
for the sudden improvement,
which is based on researchers’ subjective opinions.

©OLUMN|STIJN

in brief
>> IMMUNE SYSTEM

>> INFLUENCE

Microbiologist Daan Swarts has won the
triennial research prize. During the Dies
Natalis celebration on Monday 9 March,
the PhD researcher received a small statue and a cheque from rector Martin Kropff. Swarts won the prize for his discovery
of a defence mechanism in bacteria that
is entirely new to science. This mechanism recognizes hereditary material
from an enemy virus and de-activates it.
He published his findings in September
2014 in Nature. The new systems could
be useful in the future for a targeted adaptation of DNA in both bacteria and human cells. Three years ago the prize was
won by a microbiologist too – Stan
Brouns. RR

Job Cohen, chairman of Wageningen UR’s
Supervisory Board, thinks the current arrangements giving students a say in Wageningen university’s policy are fine.
‘Students are represented in all the relevant positions within Wageningen UR in
a manner that is seen as positive and
satisfactory, as far as I can tell,’ says Cohen. That means that there is no need to
have a student on the Executive Board,
according to Cohen. The Executive Board
itself also announced earlier through its
spokesperson that it saw no need to add
a student director to Wageningen’s senior management body. AS

Research prize for microbiologist

There are five Dutch universities in
the top 100: the University of Amsterdam, Delft (both ranked 51-60),
Leiden (61-70) and Utrecht (71-80)
plus Wageningen. The reputation
ranking was presented on 11
March but the data were included
in the overall THE ranking for
2015, which was published last October. Wageningen is ranked 73rd
in this list. AS

Cohen: students have enough of a
say

>> SNAKE LECTURE

Waiting list for cobra
Never before has a lecture been signed
up for so fast. Within six hours an
evening talk on snakes was fully booked.
No wonder: the guest of honour is a king
cobra, the longest poisonous snake in
the world. On Wednesday 18 March,
study associations from Animal Sciences, Biology and Forest and Nature Management are hosting an evening on
snakes. The lecture will be given by Experimental Zoology lecturer Arie Terlouw
and Forest and Nature Management student Sterrin Smalbrugge, but the star of
the evening will be Lottie, the four-metre-long king cobra. The venue is the Forum’s largest lecture theatre, where all
225 seats were taken within six hours of
announcing it. There are 100 people on
the waiting list.
LvdN

Conflict of interests
Don’t worry, I haven’t got a scandal up my sleeve. It’s
worse than that. I’ve read an article in Down to Earth magazine (published by Friends of the Earth Netherlands)
called ‘Proud of conflict of interests’.
I don’t see any new facts in the article. It really just states
exactly what Wageningen UR aims to be: a knowledge institution which does relevant research in collaboration
with business. Just substitute another word for ‘conflict’
and it could go straight into our brochures. The ministry
would surely read it and describe it a trailblazing. And yet
the journalist manages to paint a negative picture. Ow!
To me the fact that our core identity can be framed in terms
of a conflict of interests is more worrying that the discovery
of a real scandal would b. Incidents can be solved, but you
can’t change your soul. The article describes a fundamental
problem: almost 40 percent of our budget consists of contract research and every euro’s worth of dependence increases the chances of bias. So much is undeniable.
None of the advantages of collaboration (greater capacity,
larger network, faster application) can change that. In fact,
focusing on the advantages only feeds the scepticism. I never
believe people who assure me their lives are ‘fantastic’ either.
Let’s just start being more honest about the difficulties surrounding our work. I have in mind an advertisement like this:
‘We are under tremendous pressure to publish and our
clients (including government and foundations) constantly demand concrete recommendations. Yet our results only demonstrate how complex everything is. In the middle
of this hornets’ nest, we do our level best to
stay reasonably objective and deliver relevant knowledge. That is how Wageningen
UR works on quality of life.’
I wonder who would dare extract a hint of
conflict of interests out of this message.
Stijn van Gils (27) is doing doctoral
research on ecosystem services in
agriculture. Every month he describes his
struggles with the scientific system.
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HOLLAND GETS GARDENING

Is Francisca Wubben, information
specialist at the library, the best
kitchen gardener in Holland? She is
taking part in a TV programme
called From Dutch Soil (from the
EO broadcasting company). First installment: this evening.
Francisca Wubben from Swifterbant and her partner IJsbrand form
one of the eight couples who will be
doing battle for the title of ‘Holland’s best gardener’. The programme is a Dutch remake of the
BBC production The Big Allotment
Challenge. In six installments, in
each of which one team bites the
dust, it will become apparent who
has the greenest fingers – and is a
good cook into the bargain.
The programme was filmed last
year between April and September
in the garden of Amerongen castle.
Each team was given a vegetable
plot and a greenhouse. Francisca:
‘We were at work in Amerongen two
days a week: one weekend day and
one weekday, when I left work at
three o’clock. Until August it was
just the two of us gardening together. Then the jury came along.’
Two vegetables are focused on in

PHOTO: EVANGELISCHE OMROEP

• Information specialist in new
TV programme.
• Knockout competition in
garden of Amerongen castle.

each installment. The participants
have to show their product and talk
about how they went about growing
it. And they have to cook a tasty dish
with it. ‘But you were only told
which vegetables just before the
start. If it was strawberries, say, and
yours were not looking too good at
that point, it was just your bad luck.
Then you had to think up something to do with two half-green
strawberries.’

Francisca and IJsbrand were put
forward for the programme by an
acquaintance who had seen the advert – ‘and thought of us. We are
both fanatical gardeners. We come
from Westland, from market gardening families. I was already working at the former research station,
now Applied Plant Research, at the
age of 16.’
The production company Tuvalu
then selected the couple to partici-

pate after an interview and a
screentest. How far they got is still a
secret, betraying which would incur
a fine of 20,000 euros. ‘One couple
is sent away at the end of each installment. That will look pretty dramatic on TV. But in reality we stayed
in touch outside of the filming,’ she
says. ‘We haven’t seen any of it ourselves yet. We’ll be watching the premiere tonight together with all the
teams.’ RK

STUDY TO PROVE WHETHER SHEEP WAS WOLF’S VICTIM
• DNA to provide answer.
• Clear role for Alterra.

A sheep from Nieuw-Amsterdam
in Drenthe which may have been
killed by a wolf is now in the
freezer at Alterra. DNA research
is to prove whether the animal
was killed by a wolf.
The sheep was found by its owner on Saturday morning. Shortly
afterwards he saw on television
RESOURCE — 12 March 2015

that a wolf had been sighted in
the area. It was an obvious conclusion that the wolf could have
attacked his sheep, a Texel Elite.
He contacted the Fauna Fund,
which came straightaway to take
samples.
Both the sheep and the samples
were delivered to Alterra on Sunday. Hugh Jansman and Dennis
Lammertsma have been studying
the sheep. DNA analysis will deliver a verdict on the culprit – a
wolf or a dog – at the end of this

week at the earliest, says spokesperson Bert Jansen.
If the sheep was killed by a wolf,
further research will be needed
to determine which pack the animal comes from. As well as evidence from the dead sheep, Alterra will also analyse DNA samples taken from a possible second victim. This is a sheep from
a different flock which was attacked too, says Jansen, but survived.
This research has come to Alterra

on account of the institute’s Wolf
Plan. This document, drawn up
by Alterra at the behest of the former ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation,
offers a precise plan for coping
with the possible arrival of the
wolf in the Netherlands. In it, Alterra proposes Alterra establishing a Wolf Office. No such bureau
has been established to date.
However, all parties agreed on
the role of Alterra in the forensic
research, says Jansen. RR

news << 7

PETITION TO KEEP GENDER MINOR
• Attention to gender important.
• Continuation reconsidered every five
years.

The minor on Gender aspects of sustainable
food systems and two related courses are under threat. At the beginning of March a Master’s student launched a petition to prevent
their disappearance.
The petition has already been signed by more
than a hundred people from Wageningen UR
and elsewhere. Initiator Yélica Rudolffi, a student of International land and water management, is very pleased with the support: ‘If we
don’t do anything, there will soon be fewer
gender courses and you will then see them all
disappearing.’ She herself experienced the importance of the threatened courses. ‘Rural gender studies opened my eyes and taught me to
really understand how food production works.’
According to Rudolffi, other courses only touch
on ‘gender’ superficially.
Rudolffi does not understand why a university

STRANDED IN
NEPAL

would want to scrap gender courses when it
works with many developing countries where
gender studies are particularly important.
´This does nothing to contribute to what the
university tells others it aims to do: improve
the quality of life for both men and women.’
The petition is addressed to Tiny van Boekel,
director of the Educational Institute (OWI). He
explains why the minor is under threat: ‘Minors are intended as instruments of innovation
in education. They are not directly linked to a
degree programme, are funded from outside
the programme, and are initially guaranteed
for five years.’ After this trial period there is an
evaluation, looking at how many students a minor attracts. Minors which attract a lot of interest are integrated into existing programmes.
Others disappear again. ‘We cannot avoid seeing now that the minor in question has attracted very few students,’ says Van Boekel. No
more than a handful of students signed up for
the entire minor each year, and the two threatened courses tended to attract 15-20 students.
Van Boekel understands Rudolffi’s concern
that all gender courses will disappear. ‘The

What happened?
‘A Turkish Airlines flight from Istanbul tried
to land twice, but visibility was too poor,
partly because of all the brick kilns in the valley belching out soot. At the third attempt to
land, the plane slid off the runway. It pulled
all the electricity cables out of the ground,
switching off the runway lighting.’

OWI management realizes that attention to
gender is important in the programmes. It is
just that we are not managing to put this into
practice yet.’
According to Van Boekel, things were not made
any easier by the retirement in 2013 of Anke
Niehof as professor of the Sociology of consumers and households. She felt responsible
for the gender aspect in the degree programmes. ‘The discussion on how we get out of
this is inconclusive as yet.’ YdH

More news every day at
resource-online.nl

FIGUREITOUT

So?
‘The airport only has one runway, and there
were no guidelines for dealing with a calamity and no trained staff. In the end the plane
left again on Sunday and the electricity cables were mended. But by then the number
of stranded passengers had risen to 45,000.
On Monday I suddenly got the chance to take
a flight to Abu Dhabi.’
Who? Herbert Prins,
professor of Resource
Ecology
What? Got stuck with
45,000 fellow passengers at
Kathmandu airport in Nepal
after a plane slid off the
runway.
When? From Wednesday 4 to
Monday 9 March. ‘Luckily I
am now back in South Africa,
where I am on sabbatical.’

Was it difficult to cater for so many passengers?
‘Most of the stranded passengers were migrant labourers in the gulf states, where
megalomaniac football stadiums have to be
built. Nothing was arranged for these labourers, apart from riot police to keep them under control. The airlines set up no helplines,
no accommodation was arranged, and most
international tourists had to arrange their
own hotels.’ AS

Where do Holland’s 3 billion imported roses come from? Clockwise: Kenya (1,860m), Ethiopia,
rest of Africa, Uganda, Europe, America, Rest of world

Illustration Studio Lakmoes
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RIKILT TRACKS DOWN THE
TOXIN THAT KILLS HORSES
• Eating sycamore maples
can be fatal for horses.
• Rikilt studied where the
danger lies in the Netherlands.

One day in autumn 2013, one of the
four ponies owned by horse enthusiast Annelies Graham from Klarenbeek, developed difficulty walking. From the way that August, a
gelding, was sweating and shaking,
Graham knew right away that the
problem was serious. August
turned out to be suffering from
atypical myopathy, a serious muscle disease. In quick succession,
another two of Graham’s ponies
fell sick. ‘When at night I saw their
heads drooping, I feared the worst,’
says Graham. In desperation, she
took her animals to a specialist and
pricey equine veterinary clinic.
Every year some ten to sixty
horses in the Netherlands contract
atypical or pasture myopathy. The
numbers are a rough estimate
since these cases are not recorded
centrally, says Cornélie Westermann of the University Clinic for
Horses in Utrecht. Pasture myopathy damages the animal’s muscles.
Horses have difficulty walking, they

start to sweat and have muscle
tremors, and their urine becomes
coffee-coloured. Ultimately, about
three-quarters of cases die of this
disease.
For a couple of years now, it has
been clear that these horses have
become ill from eating sycamore
maple leaves and seeds. Researchers chiefly suspect the substance
hypoglycin A as being the culprit.
Following an extensive wave of cases in 2013, among them August,
the research institute Rikilt was the
first to study where the danger
lurks in the Netherlands. This involved using plant material taken
from the Wageningen arboretum,
as well as sycamore maple leaves,
seeds and seedlings sent in by private individuals.
Of the three species of maple
found in the Netherlands, only the
common sycamore maple turned
out to contain hypoglycin A. The
Norway maple and the field maple
turned out to be ‘clean’. ‘The levels
of toxins differ considerably,’ says
Hans Mol, group leader with the
Natural Toxins and Pesticides cluster at Rikilt. The poison was found
to be present mainly in seeds and
seedling and to a lesser extent in
leaves. Strikingly enough, the re-

searchers found substantial differences from tree to tree. Diversity
was even observed between seeds
from the same tree.
This research, which has yet to
be published, leaves Mol with a
number of unanswered questions.
Why do sycamore maples cause
problems at one site but not at another? Might this be related to the
preferences of horses or to the accumulation of toxin in the tree, or
perhaps there are as yet unknown
causes that determine whether or
not horses get sick. In expectation
of further research, Mol is not keen
to make any definite pronouncements.

For the time being, Westermann
advises horse owners to give their
horses sufficient extra feed in the
autumn. It is also wise to remove
leaves and seeds and to uproot
seedlings. She feels that felling
trees is too rigorous a step. Eighteen months ago, Graham didn’t
have the patience to wait for definitive assurance. Unlike August, her
other horses did recover. For some
time she adopted the practice of removing all the seeds and leaves on
her farm, but eventually she opted
for a drastic method. She had all
the sycamore maples on her farm
cut down. ‘But I’m replacing them
with oak trees.’ RR

ELECTIONS BOOST DEFORESTATION IN THE AMAZON REGION
• Peak tree-felling periods
come at election time.
• Change of government means
less monitoring.

At election time in Brazil, more
trees are felled in the Amazon region. This has been established
by LEI researcher Rene Verburg
and his Brazilian colleagues. The
increase occurs because control
over deforestation is lost during a
change of government.
Research shows that in the
RESOURCE — 12 March 2015

years 1995, 2003 and 2004 more
trees were felled in the Amazon
region than in the intervening
years. These peaks in the felling
of the rainforest cannot be explained, the researchers believe,
by looking only at the most common drivers of deforestation,
such as high prices for timber,
soya or meat, favourable exchange rates, new infrastructure
projects and population migration. The peak figures in the
clearing of forest coincide with
Brazil’s presidential elections,
followed by the installation of

new administrators.
During these periods of instability in public administration,
supervision of deforestation in
Brazil is less good, due to which
more trees are felled, assert the
researchers in the February issue
of Land Use Policy. Once the new
government has been in office for
a while, enforcement of the policy
to combat deforestation improves. A word of advice to the
Brazilian government: be aware
that changes of government can
wreak havoc with nature protection. AS

science << 9

NEW TECHNIQUE FOR
UNDERSTANDING SAND
• Gel beads as model for sand
• Laser reveals play of forces

What forces are at work in a sand heap? A
simple question, perhaps, but a difficult
one to answer. Joshua Dijksman and his
colleagues have succeeded in figuring out
the forces at work and describing them.
With precision and to the level of a grain
of sand. Literally seeing inside a sand
heap is difficult. But it is not necessary.
Dijksman and colleagues from Duke University in Durham (US) used a model for
sand: a see-through barrel full of soft
transparent gel beads. The gel beads are
in a solution with the same density and
refractive capacity. A dye is added to the
beads so they light up fluorescently if
they are touched by laser light.
A moving layer of laser light then does
the trick. The layer of light repeatedly
shines on a cross-section of the barrel of
beads. The fluorescent light so created is
caught on camera. All the cross-sections
added together - a bit like an MRI scan –
create a detailed picture of the behaviour
of the beads. Actually it is powerful computers that convert the information into
a three-dimensional image. Little pictures that show, for example, how densely packed the beads are, how much con-

tact there is between them, and how
beads that touch each other change
shape.
But it goes beyond pictures. Even the
size of the forces at work between the
beads can be measured this way. What
happens, for instance, if pressure is exerted on the beads? In other words, if you
walk on sand. For the first time, says Dijksman, such microscopic forces can be
measured and related to the externally
applied force. And the result is surprising. The beads do not change shape as
much as you might expect on the basis of
the external force applied. Dijksman:
‘You expect a linear correlation between
the local distortion and the global compression. But that is not the case.’
The question is of course, why not?
But that is hard to say, says Dijksman.
‘The mechanics of these chaotic particle
systems are not yet well understood. That
is one of the reasons for doing this kind
of research.’ As well as generating fundamental insight into physical processes,
the new technique also provides better
models for studying the behaviour of
these kinds of granular systems. And that
has applications beyond understanding
sand. It can also contribute to a better
understanding of phenomena such as
earthquakes, avalanches and soil settling. RK

VISION <<

‘Find a new approach to water
board elections’

Dutch water board elections are a lukewarm affair, with a
traditionally low turnout. We get to vote again next
Wednesday, but the prospect leaves the electorate cold. Get
rid of the boards? No, says professor of Public Administration Katrien Termeer.
The decisions taken by water boards are far too important,
says Termeer, to be left to technocrats. ‘So democratic
checks and balances are a must. But the problem is that
hardly anyone knows what water boards do. People have
no idea what the election issues are.’
So what is the point of elections then?
‘I am not so fatalistic as to say: just get rid of them. Somehow or another they need to be firmly embedded in the democracy. But clearly elections are not working as the instrument for that embedding. However appealing the
election slogan ‘swim or vote’, it’s not going to lead to
more meaningful elections.’
Could the solution lie in bringing the water boards
under the provincial councils?
‘I don’t know whether that’s such a good idea. The water
boards are functioning well. Why would you change something that is working well and merge it into something
else? Perhaps we should turn it around and bring the provincial councils under the water boards. My experience is
that water board directors are very well connected in the
region. If you get rid of them, how are you going to create
that connection?
Is there a single water board issue that interests the
average person on the street?
‘Coping with climate change. It leads to both drought and
floods. For both of which, water boards are crucial. How
are you going to share the burden of a water shortage or
surplus? And do you prioritize farming or nature? It’s all
about how you go about balancing those interests. So
don’t scrap them, but come up with alternatives to elections that don’t mean anything to anyone. That’s the way
to go to find the solution.’ RK

PROPOSITION

‘It takes more courage to change direction
than to continue on the wrong path’,

A schematic presentation of the experiment (left) and the final computerized image.
The colour and thickness of the lines reflect the scale of the contact forces.

Pascalle Pelgrom, who graduated with a PhD in
Wageningen on 6 March
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WANTED: THE ARCHETYPAL HEALTHY EATER
• Women’s diets are healthier.
• No focus on risks.

Wageningen scientists have made
a first attempt at profiling the archetypal healthy eater. They are
trawling this ‘angel’s’ lifestyle for
strategies to help us all eat more
healthily.
In an article published in the
journal Appetite, PhD candidates
Emily Swan and Laura Bouwman,
assistant professor at Health and
Society, show that there are five
characteristics possessed by
healthy eaters with striking regularity. For example, on average
women eat more healthily, as do
people who cohabit. The sense of
living a meaningful and orderly
life also has a positive effect. As
does the idea that you are independently capable of eating
healthily. Finally, maintaining a
balance in your diet is an important factor.
The experiment used data collected from 703 participants in a
health panel. They completed reg-

ular questionnaires about their dietary behaviour and health, and
were weighed. The researchers
had test subjects fill in other questionnaires about their behaviour
and personality traits. This gave
them the opportunity to see
whether some traits were more
prevalent among healthy eaters.
The identified characteristics
are too broad to translate directly
into practical health tips. And so
for Bouwman the study is only the
first step. In a subsequent experiment, participants will be interviewed in detail. ‘Healthy eaters
will be asked to record their life
story,’ she says. ‘Which moments
in their life history caused them to
eat so healthily now?’ When Bouwman has a better grasp of how
healthy behaviour develops over a
lifetime, she wants to get to work
with communication experts.
‘How can we use our findings to
bring about more effective communication on healthy eating?’
Zooming in on positive exceptions and how they have arisen is
part of Bouwman’s specialist field,
salutogenesis. Scientists using

this approach don’t search for risk
factors; things that have made
people fat and unhealthy. ‘By looking only at risks, you miss part of
the picture,’ says Bouwman. ‘Looking at factors that stimulate
healthy eating completes the picture.’
The findings do not mean, how-

ever, that the government should
stop getting healthy food into supermarkets and should leave the
entire matter to individual citizens. Bouwman is keen to point
this out. ‘I believe that a healthy
environment is a precondition for
a healthy life,’ she says. ‘It’s just
not enough, that’s all.’ RR

RESISTANT ORGANIC POTATO VARIETIES ON SHOW
• Six new resistant potato
varieties.
• Good news for organic
farmers.

Six new organic potato varieties
have been presented which are resistant to phytophthora. The presentation took place last week in
the Wageningen health food store
Lazuur. Good news for organic
crop farmers who don’t use chemical pesticides against this potato disease.
Edith Lammerts van Bueren,
professor by special appointment
in Organic Plant Breeding at the
university and the Louis Bolk In-
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stitute explains that this is the
first set of potato varieties with resistance to the disease. There is
an organic option using copper
spraying, but that has been banned in the EU for some years now.
So several plant breeding companies have been working on developing resistant organic varieties.
The first generation of varieties
now being presented, including
the Bionica, only have single resistance, based on a single gene.
This kind of resistance is vulnerable, admits Lammerts van Bueren, because phytophthora continually mutates and has proven
quite capable of overcoming resistance in potatoes. ‘So breeders
must be very alert. As soon as po-

tato plants are infected because
their resistance has been broken,
they must be burned immediately
to prevent that variant from spreading.’
But she expects there will be
potato varieties with two or three
resistant genes within the next
five years. This kind of multiple
resistance is much harder to overcome for the fungus-like pathogen. ‘We are now working with 10
easy-to-crossbreed wild varieties,
all of which have resistance genes. We are going to crossbreed
them with standard varieties.
Using molecular markers we will
then find out which of their descendants have multiple resistance
genes.’ It takes around 20 years to

develop a new organic potato variety which is both tasty and resistant. AS
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At the University of Amsterdam the momentum has
become unstoppable. In the wake of a couple of occupations, dissatisfaction with current policy has spread
to every department. Researchers and students are
demanding less of a fixation on the graduation rate
and more say. Are similar grievances simmering in
Wageningen?

REACTIONS ON...

RESOURCE-ONLINE.NL
Resource asked the three Wageningen student parties to comment. Are they happy with the level of
democracy at the university? Does concern with the
graduation rate dominate? And is the institution
transparent enough?

VeSte

‘WE ARE MODERATELY POSITIVE
ABOUT HOW THINGS ARE DONE
HERE’
‘In the past few days I’ve often been asked for my
opinion about the scenes that have taken place in
the UvA’s Bungehuis and Maagdenhuis buildings. In
some respects we certainly sympathize with the
activists, but the problems outlined there aren’t
present here in the same way, shape and form. While
we are moderately positive about how things are
done here, we do recognize that Wageningen University has some points in need of improvement: in particular students having a say in university finance.
Our greatest complaint is with the policy being pursued by the ministries. For example, for years now
VeSte has been strongly opposed to the artificial
measures intended solely to boost the graduation
rate.’

In general, there is an open dialogue in which no
subjects are off limits. Given this, the call for a greater say isn’t really needed in Wageningen. In addition, it is highly debatable whether as students we
have enough knowledge to participate in decision-making about, say, the institution’s finances.
The advisory and approval rights held by students
concern the broader picture; the implementation is
done by the university’s administration. This
requires that students and the Executive Board have
a good relationship. Unfortunately, this is lacking at
many universities.’

COMMUNICATION IS THE KEY

lack of adequate communication between the Executive Boards and the students. This miscommunication is causing a lack of transparency and the feeling
that there is no democracy, which ultimately leads to
justified fears of the path universities are taking. At
first we wondered how far this can be applied to
Wageningen University. However, as yet we are happy to say that our communication with the Executive
Board has been both frequent constructive. We have
always been updated on various measures in good
time, and we would describe our relationship as
cooperative. Nevertheless, we believe that there is
always room for improvement; an idea we think is
shared by the university’s executives. As a result we
consider this as our duty: to explore all kinds of possibilities that would enhance the dialogue between
students and the university’s authorities.’

‘We understand that the underlying theme in the initial protest, as well as the ones that followed, is the

For a wide range of reactions,
visit Resource-online.nl.

Sustainability and Internationalisation (S&I)

Christian Student Party (CSF)

MORE SAY IS NOT THE SOLUTION
‘The close cooperation with the market is jeopardizing the freedom of research at Wageningen University. In addition, not enough is being done to enhance
student education. At Wageningen University the
WUR council, the university’s participation council,
maintains good relations with the Executive Board.
12 March 2015 — RESOURCE
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FOOD WASTE

What happens to
A major international agriculture conference took place in Abu
Dhabi earlier this week. At the conference a large delegation from
Wageningen UR presented its method of reducing food waste around
the world. Research in the food chain is needed to expose the hot
spots. For example: what happens to crooked beans?
text: Albert Sikkema

1

,300,000,000,000,000 kilos. That is how much
food was wasted worldwide this year, according to World Food Organization FAO. These 1.3
gigatonnes of food consist of grains, vegetables and meat. In developed countries it is
mainly the supermarkets and consumers that
waste food: the latter group alone throw out 30 to 40 percent of the food they buy. In developing countries most of
the food waste occurs through postharvest losses and
difficulties related to transport, infrastructure and
food-processing. This is not just bad for global food security, says Hilke Bos-Brouwers, but also for the environment, because with all that food you are also effectively
throwing out huge quantities of artificial fertilizer, fuel,
seed and fresh water. The 1.3 gigatonnes of discarded
food goes to the dump or incinerator, gets composted or
– in the best-case scenario – generates bio-energy.
Bos-Brouwers is doing research on sustainable food
chains and food waste at Food & Biobased Research
(FBR). She also helped set up the Food Waste Monitor in
the Netherlands. This became necessary in 2009 when
agriculture minister Gerda Verburg launched a campaign
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to reduce food waste in the Netherlands by 20 percent by
2015. ‘If you want to achieve that, you have to start measuring the wastage,’ says Bos-Brouwers. ‘But how do you
do that? We got the job of figuring that out.’ It took the
researchers a full year and a half to come to an agreement
with the businesses involved on how food waste could be
made measurable.
Measuring food waste turned out to be far from
straightforward: many data are simply not available. Only
food waste by consumers has been documented twice.
This was done by the Nutrition Centre. In order to get the
measure of the wasteful Dutch consumer, the Nutrition
Centre had the contents of 200 garbage containers in the
Netherlands assessed in 2010 and 2013. Apart from that,
the researchers relied mainly on waste flow and
waste-processing data, which cannot usually be related to
the sector the waste comes from. ‘What is more, not all
garbage is food waste,’ says Bos-Brouwers. And it proved
difficult to trace that waste, because companies in the
chain, including supermarkets, caterers and grocers,
were reluctant to publicize how much food they throw
out. ‘They see it as sensitive information, because competitors will get an insight into their business operations.
What is more, it is bad publicity,’ explains Bos-Brouwers.
Thanks to these limitations, the Food Waste Monitor
has a margin of error, and Bos-Brouwers cannot say with
certainty whether food waste has gone down in the Netherlands over the past few years. ‘Our figures suggest that
food waste went up a bit until 2011, and then went down
a bit. Up to now the number of kilos of wasted food
appears to have stayed stable, whereas there is more food
on the market now than there was in 2010. So that means
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crooked beans?
a small drop, but certainly not a drop of 20 percent.’
Meanwhile, she wants to get a more precise idea of
waste in the food chain though a chain analysis. A nice
example of this is her search for the crooked green bean.
‘You only get straight beans in the supermarket, whereas
any amateur gardener knows that a lot of green beans are
crooked. So what happens to all the crooked beans? If
they come from the Netherlands, the food industry cuts
them up for tinned beans and ready meals. That
approach minimizes waste. But if the green beans come
from Egypt, the crooked ones are not used. And if the
local market has no use for crooked beans either, there
are big losses there.’
So food waste occurs in different ways in different
cases, concludes Bos-Brouwers, and you need to identify
the hot spots for wastage per production group, in order
then to look for solutions. Dutch supermarkets, for example, could jointly decide to sell crooked green beans
again, or to buy the crooked ones from Egypt along with
the straight ones. But that will only happen if the supermarkets stand to gain economically. Bos-Brouwers: ‘For
companies, the biggest incentive for tackling wastage is
efficiency and cost-cutting.’ One possible solution is to
process fresh produce so that it will keep. ‘Take the surplus of apples and pears in the Netherlands caused by the
Russian boycott. By making apple and pear sauce, you
can preserve that surplus of fruit and sell it later.’
The aim is to create efficient food chains, in which all
the links in the chain – farm production, the necessary
inputs, storage, transport and packaging – create as much
added value as possible for the product. Bos-Brouwers’
colleague Toine Timmermans has worked out that
approach for developing countries, where more than half
of all produce often gets lost between harvest and consumption. Through a Postharvest Network of Excellence,
companies in the food chain can fine-tune their production better so that less food is wasted.
A good survey can lead to surprising insights. Six years
ago, for instance, Wageningen animal researcher Bastiaan Meerburg discovered that rodents devour 5 to 15
percent of stored food in Asia and Africa. In so doing, rats
and mice take the food out of the mouths of about 280
million people in developing countries, calculated Meerburg and his overseas colleagues. A thorough campaign
to combat rodents would vastly improve food security in
many countries.

But developing countries can also make much more
use of waste flows in the food chain, as research by Christiaan Bolck of Food & Biobased Research has shown. Cassava peelings, for instance, can be processed into livestock feed, and you can make pallets out of banana stalks,
packaging out of tomato leaves and construction materials out of coconut waste. This kind of sustainable use of
natural resources is consistently central to the Wageningen approach to reducing waste in the food chain.

ABU DHABI
About 2000 researchers and policymakers, including
50 ministers, got together in Abu Dhabi on 9, 10 and
11 March for the Global Forum for Innovations in
Agriculture (GFIA). This international conference on
innovations in the agriculture sector was partly
organized by Wageningen UR. Besides policymakers,
mainly from Europe, the Middle East and Africa,
representatives of the World Bank and the Gates
Foundation were present at the conference.
Wageningen UR was represented by Louise Fresco
and 10 researchers, who gave presentations on three
themes: food waste, climate-smart agriculture (sustainable
agriculture) and edible cities (urban farming).
For more information see:
www.innovationsinagriculture.com

Do you want to
respond to this
report?
Go to
resource-online.nl.
You’ll find this article
under the ‘features’ tab.
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Three-course meal
from the bin

FOOD WASTE

Every year the average Dutch person throws almost 50 kilos of food in the bin.
Researchers are now getting Wageningen residents to compete
with each other to reduce their food waste as much as possible.
The Food Battle commences on Monday 16 March.
text: Paul Thung and Rob Ramaker / photo: Sven Menschel

The week’s harvest from
the bin, and a session of
analysing the waste in
a student household.
- A tropical fruit and a
kiwi that were not to
someone’s taste.
- Too many pears, bought
because of a special
offer at the
supermarket.
- A litre of milk that is
within its use-by date.
‘Smelled a bit sour’.
- A chicken burger with a
patch of mould and a
surplus egg.
- A fresh half of an onion
and three bits of carrot.
- Six mandarins
showing no signs of
deterioration.
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A

bout 1.6 million kilos of food is thrown out
every year in Wageningen municipality.
Bruised fruit, leftovers, and stale bread. Not
only is this bad for the environment; it is
also expensive. People do not seem to be
aware that the costs of all these little bits
mount up to about 150 euros per resident per year. Hilke
Bos-Brouwers, DLO research at Food & Biobased
Research, is studying how food waste can be reduced.
Between 16 March and 5 April, Bos-Brouwers is organizing a Food Battle. Wageningen residents and students
and staff of Wageningen UR will do battle to see who can
cut down their food waste the most. They will keep a diary
to record precisely how much they throw out. Meanwhile
they will report in an email on how they score compared
with other participants and with the national average.
Those who waste the least or achieve the biggest improvement have a chance of winning a dinner or a cookbook.
The aim of the battle is obviously to reduce food waste.
Participants will be offered tips on being more frugal and
smarter in the way they deal with food. Previous battles
have resulted in people cutting their food waste by 20 to
30 percent. Bos-Brouwers also hopes to learn a bit about
consumer behaviour. In what ways do different groups of
consumers behave differently when it comes to throwing
out food? To study this she asked people to fill in questionnaires about themselves and their habits. It is widely
assumed that students waste more food than other citizens. This battle should make clear whether that is really
true.
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THE BIN TEST
Resource went through the bin of a ‘student
corridor’ at the Haarweg. On nine plates
you can see how much the six residents
chucked out in just under a week.
‘I am not very conscious of food waste,’
says Marten de Groot, who lives on the
corridor, ‘but I did grow up with a
frugal attitude. Wednesday was
leftovers day at home with his parents.
And his grandmother set a good
example. She hated wasting food so
much that she scraped the butter dish
empty with a crust of bread.
So when a lot of food comes out of
the bin, De Groot gets an unpleasant
surprise. He only threw out a few
pears. He had bought too many
because of a tempting special offer
at the supermarket. ‘Sometimes I
buy too much.’ And then a load of
bread went stale faster than
expected. We also find some
mandarin oranges in the bin, some
currant buns, some edible carrots
and an onion. De Groot is amazed:
‘A litre of milk and a perfectly
good egg. Who would throw that
out?’

‘Sometimes I b

uy too much.’

A housemate just coming in sheds some light
on that. The milk may not have been past its
use-by date but he thought it ‘smelt a bit
sour’. The egg was left over after making
pancakes. ‘And I can’t do anything with one
egg.’ The egg will be rescued now, but
the rest goes straight back into the
bin.
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LUCKY SHOT
Two young long-eared owls find security snuggling
up together. They have yet to exchange their down
for adult feathers. With this photo – taken in the
morning in the Wageningen water meadows –
photographer Martijn Visser won the photo
competition in honour of Wageningen University’s
Dies Natalis on 9 March. The jury singled out his
composition and the beautiful light for special
praise. It was by chance that he happened upon
such a lovely scene, says the Master’s student of
Forest and Nature Conservation. But photographers
create lucky chances by being out and about a lot
and exercising patience. Just like these owls, Visser
has his whole life as a photographer before him.
Who knows what we may expect.
RR / Photography: Martijn Visser
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No crisis in
Wageningen
If you sympathize with the student occupation of the Maagdenhuis in Amsterdam, what are you
sympathizing with? And which Amsterdam lessons apply in Wageningen too? An analysis.
text: Albert Sikkema

W

hat started as a protest
against university budget
cuts to small language
degree programmes has
grown into a national debate
on democratic participation,
depth and market forces in Dutch universities.
Relevant issues for Wageningen University as
well, but in what ways? There are real differences between the educational philosophies
and consultation systems at Amsterdam and
Wageningen universities. An analysis.

shooting yourself in the foot. Because the
Wageningen executive board wants more government funding to help pay for the growth in
student numbers and classes. This ambition
clashes with a ministry of Economic Affairs rule
– the so-called 2 percent rule – which limits the
role of student numbers in funding allocation.
Although the quality of Wageningen degree
programmes is beyond doubt – they have been
judged the best in the Netherlands for years –
the Amsterdam demands would not necessarily
work out well for Wageningen’s education.
The universities’ association, VSNU, which
issued a statement in response to the protests,
aims to have its cake and eat it. On the one
hand, the VSNU says, ‘Make the funding system
less dependent on criteria based on numbers’.
And on the other hand, they say, ‘The government should acknowledge the drop in funding
per student and act on it.’ In other words: with

PHOTO: DANIËL ROMMENS (FOLIA)

1. EDUCATIONAL FUNDING
The student protests at the University of
Amsterdam (UvA) started in the humanities,
where many degree programmes have seen
their student numbers drop below the viable
minimum in the past few years. The Amsterdam faculties sought a solution in merging

small degree programmes such as modern
Greek (25 students), Hebrew (11) and Latin (10).
‘Everyone knows that programmes which only
attract a handful of students every year are too
expensive,’ declared daily newspaper Trouw in
November last year. ‘But the UvA is the only
place you can study languages such as modern
Greek, Czech and Serbo-Croatian.’
Wageningen students won’t encounter this
problem because Wageningen’s programmes
have only gone on growing in recent years, with
the rising student numbers. Because education
funding is largely based on the number of students registered, you could even say that the
government has been investing in popular
Wageningen programmes at the expense of
minority choice Amsterdam programmes. If
you feel that funding should be based less on
student numbers and more on criteria such as
quality, you could, as a Wageningen student, be
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2. EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
The Amsterdam demonstrators think the
essence of academic education, which is to
form critical citizens, is being thrown away.
Their call for ‘Bildung’ – a German word for allround personal growth and education – echoes
Louise Fresco’s criticism of the Amsterdam
‘education factory’ when she was still professor
there, expressed in her book Kruisbestuiving
[Cross-Pollination]. The demonstrators compare
the Bildung university with the market-driven
university which assesses programmes and staff
on their market value.
This Bildung ideal looks like a last-ditch
defence by the older generation. The Amsterdam students will not have experienced much
of this educational approach, while those in
Wageningen never cease to praise the smallscale Wageningen model with its many electives
and contact hours. According to Fresco, who is
in a position to compare Amsterdam and Wageningen education, the Wageningen model
makes it possible to run a wide range of courses
taught by inspiring teachers. When you look at
Wageningen you see no sign of a crisis in educational philosophy.
But it could still come, of course. If Bildung is
a last-ditch battle, the digitalization of education could well be the advance guard attack in
the educational debate. New teaching formulae
such as MOOCs break up material into bit-size
chunks of information and the question
becomes: who connects this knowledge, how is
the student challenged to find relationships
between ever more complex issues, and what
kinds of assignments and structure will the

future digital courses offer?
And then there is the important question of
where these issues will be debated. The Amsterdam students want to see decision-making in
higher education decentralized to faculty
boards. Given that our university only has one
faculty, this idea wouldn’t do much for Wageningen. But perhaps students shouldn’t look for
more say in their degree programmes through
the consultation structure as such, but pay more
attention to the management style, with which
programmes and chair groups are managed
top-down like biscuit factories. And they could
cite philosopher Ad Verbrugge’s critique of the
Dutch management culture and educational
policy.
3. MARKET-DRIVEN UNIVERSITY
The Maagdenhuis demonstrators see a democratic university as the opposite of a market-driven institution. This is where their criticisms are most relevant to Wageningen
University. Coca-Cola, Unilever and Friesland
Campina may not provide degree courses in
Wageningen, but the possibility of conflicts of
interest is never far away in Wageningen. And
this image is not just created by campaigning
groups such as animal rights organization
Wakker Dier, but also by the previous executive
board, which placed a strong emphasis on the
importance of the ‘golden triangle’: close cooperation between knowledge institutions, the
business world and government. The top sector,
in which businesses have a big say in universities’ research agenda, is a Wageningen invention, introduced by minister Maxime Verhagen.
Something to be proud of, but the suspicion persists that Wageningen UR only does research on
topics that are important to big companies and

underestimates or ignores the world’s real problems.
There is growing criticism of the top sectors
in the Netherlands, and they appear to have had
their day. Wageningen students argue for less
dependence on research funding from business.
Because they do not know the extent of that
funding and of the links between researchers
and companies, they demand more transparency. The VSNU refrains from passing judgement on the top sectors, but does tell the government: acknowledge the importance of
independent research.
But don’t expect any motions in the WUR
Council in which student parties call for a ban on
research funding by companies. Wageningen
students who worry about the market-driven university are in a minority which is not represented
on the student council. This council has more to
say about a second sports hall than about the
seed sector or water rights in Peru. The ideologically committed students in Wageningen are in
the Boerengroep [farmers group] or Jongeren
Milieu Actief [Young Friends of the Earth], or
they are involved in organizing the Food Otherwise conference. They are not looking to influence the university to change; they are creating a
world of their own. The departure of Pablo
Titonell, who presents an alternative vision of
agriculture to that of intensive farming, caused
more commotion among students than the latest approval of research project by the AgriFood
top sector. The substantial debates about agriculture, sustainability and the biobased economy
will go on. And as long as students can go on
choosing from a satisfactory range of different
points of view put forward by inspiring teacher,
they will make their way to this university and
will be happy with it.

PHOTO: AART-JAN VAN DE GLIND

more money for the universities we can stay
friends with everybody.
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The art and
science of chilling
Scientific training is entirely based on rationality. But that is not
how science works, says Professor Marten Scheffer. Intuition,
gut feelings and creativity are indispensable to a serious
breakthrough. A plea for relaxation, art and a bit more anarchy.
text: Roelof Kleis / photo: Guy Ackermans

Y

ou might have seen him flash by on his
homemade recumbent bike. Professor
of Aquatic Ecology Marten Scheffer
loves cycling. It frees the spirit – for new
thoughts, ideas and insights. For that
possible eureka moment in the life of a
scientist. ‘Everyone knows that the Aha moment
doesn’t happen when you are seated at your desk. It
happens as you are cycling home, having a shower or
doing something else. It is good to create space for
it.’
‘Science is always associated with reason. Reason
is science’s strong suit. But you hardly ever get a new
idea through rational thought; it always works
through intuition and gut feeling,’ adds Scheffer. ‘All
famous scientists know this, make use of it and cultivate it in one way or another. One famous example is
Darwin’s walks. But strangely enough we never talk
about this.’ Scheffer calls it the hidden half of scientific thinking. The half that is hardly ever mentioned
in science classes. Which is wrong, in his view.
‘Surely you want to open students’ eyes to the full
range of ways of thinking and searching for questions about how the world works?’
So make space for dual thinking, argues Scheffer
in an article published last week in Ecology and Society. Intuition and creativity are at least as important
to a scientist as thinking and reasoning. One of the
sources Scheffer bases his argument on is Thinking
Fast and Slow, by Nobel Prize winner Daniel Kahneman. Fast and slow refer here to the two ways our
brains work, according to Kahneman. Slow, conscious and effortful reasoning as opposed to fast,
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unconscious and effortless associative thinking.
‘One of the extraordinary features of the two thought
systems is that they cannot both function at the
same time,’ adds Scheffer. ‘Reasoning suppresses
intuition. But you need them both. You must of
course use reasoning to check out new ideas and see
whether they make sense.’
But how do you do this dual thinking? How do you
create space for intuition and facilitate your own
eureka moment? Relaxation is important, thinks
Scheffer. ‘To some extent the best science comes out
of some kind of lazing around. When I run a workshop I try to leave half of the time unstructured. So
you go for a bike ride or a walk together. That may
seem like a waste of taxpayers’ money, but in the end
you are often much more productive that way.’ A second key ingredient is constantly making new contacts. Associative thinking is nice, but you do have to
have elements to associate, says Scheffer. And preferably, elements that come from beyond the familiar
circles. ‘If you look too close to home, you won’t
often find anything very surprising. The big surprise
comes precisely from linking your study with something completely different. Read things you wouldn’t
normally read. Talk to people you wouldn’t normally
talk to.’
Impulse, the meeting place on the campus, was
created on Scheffer’s recommendation. Oh sure, it is
all very beautiful, he says. But Impulse was not what
he had in mind. It is all far too tidy and organized.
‘My ideas were much wilder. I think the best contacts
are random ones which come about through relaxed
get-togethers. My proposal was for a kind of sympo-
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sium along the lines of the ancient Greeks. A pub,
basically: a place to get a good meal and a drink. An
accessible, informal place in the middle of the campus. With hammocks and crates to sit on. Where you
are allowed to write on the tables and windows,
where there is always something going on at lunchtime: speed-talks, films, short theatrical shows. A
place where everyone wants to be because there’s
always something happening. And during working
hours, because meeting people is our work. Impulse
doesn’t have that edge, or the informality I had in
mind. There is a place for something wilder than
Impulse, something more anarchistic.’
And while he is at it, Scheffer has a go at the whole
structure of the university. ‘It might be a good idea to
scrap the whole system of chair groups. Or at least of
chair holders. I think chair groups are little kingdoms that are too inward-looking. There are so many
fantastic opportunities for cross-fertilization in
Wageningen. Actually, any kind of structure you
think up for that, whether a science group or a chair
group, is a limitation. A looser structure, so that people can shift between groups, would be better. The
hierarchical structure that we have at the moment is
not good. A professor has too much power in relation
to his staff and PhD candidates. Why not have people
take it in turns to be group leader for a few years? I
would be in favour of that.’

But above all, says Scheffer, the sciences should
learn from the arts. ‘The sciences and the arts are the
two giants of the mind. At first glance they seem
completely different, but they actually have a lot in
common. Scientists and artists are both working on
capturing the essence of things. But where scientists
focus on reason, artists are explicitly working with
intuition, originality and inventiveness.’ We can
learn from that, says Scheffer. ‘At art schools, this is
explicitly covered. The way they teach their students
to find an interesting subject. How do you find your
own approach? How do you pose an interesting
question? Asking the right question is one of the
most important things in the sciences. And it is far
from easy.’
Actually, says Scheffer, there should be a compulsory course in scientific thinking. A course that
teaches how science works. ‘How do big breakthroughs come about? What is needed for them
besides all kinds of techniques, statistics and experiments? Quite a lot is known about it. And I notice
that students are also very keen to hear and talk
about it. Is originality something you can learn, and
which creative thinking techniques are suitable for
that? We only teach our students one side of science.
The other side, the exploratory and the playful, is
something we never talk about. Why do we keep that
a secret?

IS YOUR IDEA
‘JUST THE TICKET’?
Marten Scheffer is both a scientist and an
artist. He will be performing as a musician
this month in guitarist Harry Sacksioni’s
jubilee tour. Scheffer plays the mandolin, the
violin, the guitar and percussion. A ‘home
match’ is scheduled for Thursday 2 April in
the Junushof. Resource has a free ticket
going. At Scheffer’s request, the ticket will go
to the person with the best idea for training
students in creative and original thinking.
Email your idea to roelof.kleis@wur.nl
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THE UNIVERSITY IS
NOT A BUSINESS
The direction universities are being taken in is a hot topic in public debate,
thanks to national student demonstrations. One target of criticism is the
fixation on the graduation rate. Here, Wageningen students and staff respond
to the proposition: the university is not a business.
text: Koen Guiking / illustration: Henk van Ruitenbeek

Susan de Jong

Sixth-year Spatial Planning
I disagree with the proposition. In
everything it does, the university exudes a corporate culture. That’s
something you notice as a student.
You only have to look at the way in
which the WUR profiles itself: as an
institute that everyone is keen to do business with. Research and knowledge are the products. The WUR does
this more so than other universities. This isn’t necessarily
negative. I like that my university has a strong image. But
measures such as the ‘hard cut-off rule’ and BSA are also a
consequence of the commercial mentality and I’m less
happy with that aspect.

Moira de Klijn

Chairperson of Critical Students
Wageningen
Doubts about the university’s independence are often expressed in the
media, with reference being made to
a conflict of interests. That funding
comes from industry is a logical step,
but it does require transparency about the industrial connections involved. Moreover, there also needs to be funding for fundamental research that is not driven by commercial interests, but which benefits society. The same
applies to the education provided: are we solely preparing
people for trade and industry or is there also space ‘to open
your mind’ and to learn to look critically at society? In my
view, safeguarding both would seem vitally important to
the university, the students, society and trade and industry.
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Oberon Berlage

Fourth-year Food Technology
The university is a factory that houses
the ‘education’ machine, with lecturers and students at the controls. Together with the machine, they make
the products knowledge, expertise
and personal development. As a student you pay roughly 9 euros a day in tuition fees and you
are allowed to take the product home with you. While the
value of that product cannot be expressed in euros, it will
certainly generate profit. The management team must ensure optimal production: a lot gained with little input.
And that’s being achieved pretty well in Wageningen.

Tiny van Boekel

Education Institute director
We work with tax-payers’ money and
society requires that we use it well.
Both the students and the university
benefit from ‘studiable’ programmes
that provide the opportunity to derive as much as possible in a limited
amount of time. This can be achieved by amending the
timetabling of courses students find difficult so that the
lesson sequence is more logical or by reviewing the teaching methods. You can also make the course material less
difficult, but that isn’t an option we’d consider. Sometimes
difficult choices must be made, like ceasing to offer a smallscale programme to make more money available for programmes that are in demand. Evidently, in Amsterdam the
choice was not made in good consultation with staff and
students. In Wageningen, by contrast, participation is
well-organized. For example, discussion about the future
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of the communication programme is still ongoing. If this
were a company, the programme would have already been
halted, whereas we prefer to keep on trying to make a go of
it.

Karel Brasser

VeSte party member
If the university can work more efficiently by becoming more businesslike, that’s a good thing, provided it
doesn’t compromise the quality of
education and research. For example,
you shouldn’t lower the level of the
exams so that more students can graduate quickly. In any
event, the focus must not be graduating as quickly as possible, but on graduating as well as possible. Quality comes
first. The job of universities is to educate people well, not
only so that they have job opportunities in the short-term,

but also so they can play a constructive role in society over
the long term.

Romy Appelman

Former Student Council member
Wageningen University is the Netherlands’ most successful education
business. Nowhere do students stick to
the rules as much as they do here. The
quality of the education is good and
the understanding between the Executive Board and the Student Council is also good. No Amsterdam-style problems here then. But this efficiency does
have a flip side. If the highest aim is that students gain their
degree within five years, is any room left for a student council, student union or university magazine with a critical attitude towards the university’s policy? And to what extent can
students develop in the breadth during those five years?

Do you want to
respond to this
report?
Go to
resource-online.nl.
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THE PROVINCE CLOSE TO HOME
What does the Provincial Council do mean to you? A remote body full of people
mainly concerned with lining their own pockets through dubious expense claims, or a
democratic organ which has an impact on your area? Resource asked four Gelderland
candidates who work or study at Wageningen UR why they are standing for election,
what they will do on the council and what they hope to achieve.
text: Yvonne de Hilster / photo: Guy Ackermans

WHY?
I major in planning in my degree course and that is part of the province’s remit. The provincial government deals with spatial planning, agriculture, nature and environment: exactly where my interests lie. You
can have an influence because the Provincial Council plays an intermediary role between the local councils, the region and national policy.
And it has funding – in Gelderland the Nuon funds.

AIM?
If in four years’ time there is an alternative in Gelderland for farmers
who want to expand on the regional market, and do so through quality
rather than quantity, I’ll be very satisfied. I am keen to link Gelderland
farmers with the regional market. That can be done if the provincial
council is the link between farmers, environmental organizations and retailers, if necessary supported by a fund.

WHAT?
GroenLinks has four seats now, so we should manage to get onto the
Provincial Council. We still have to agree on the division of tasks, but I
will probably be on the committee on Mobility, Innovation and Economic Affairs (MIE).

FOR WAGENINGEN?
I will fight the ringroad and support the people who have proposed buying up land for nature in the Binnenveld, so they get a chance. And I
want the night train, which partly thanks to us now stops at Ede-Wageningen, to be followed by a night bus to Wageningen.

WHY?
I gave up my local council position four
years ago when I was elected to the Provincial Council. Double membership is
not allowed in the VVD and I opted for
spatial planning issues over the proverbial loose paving stone. I would like another term. We as the VVD have taken
big steps towards promoting economic
growth in Gelderland, and I would like
to continue on that course. And people
with relevant knowledge are important
to the party.
WHAT?
Recently I have been spokesperson on
agriculture and nature. In view of my
Wageningen background I was the logical candidate for that in the party. I was
also vice party chair.
AIM?
I will do my best to keep the provincial
council’s focus on mobility and accessibility, which are important for the goals
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of Food Valley and the economic development of the province. On my website
(bastiaanmeerburg.nl) you can see what
I have achieved in the last few years. I
am keen to show that you can mean
something concrete to people, and I
hope that will be good for the image of
politics.
FOR WAGENINGEN?
In 2012 I got an amendment through
that meant the Liberation Day parade
still gets a Gelderland subsidy. I got the
accessibility of the Wageningen campus
onto the provincial agenda and I opposed the wind turbines on the Rhine.
But I am not on the council just for Wageningen; I also paid attention to the
limitations on business in Natura 2000
areas, to fairer compensation for goose
damage, and to issues such as the Biljoen estate, which got a subsidy and is
now paying it back.

student << 25

WHY?
The Provincial Council interests me more
than the Municipal Council because it deals
with more spatial planning issues. The
province has a lot of say in agriculture and
you can make a difference through decisions on licences and on regulations regarding businesses in nature areas, for example, or your neighbour expanding his pig
farm.

AIM?
I want to stand up for innovative agriculture,
with the aim of making Gelderland a pioneer in
the field of agricultural innovation. There are
limits to growth. In order to keep up their incomes, some farmers work on upscaling and
others introduce innovations to create added
value and higher yields. People with new ideas
need as few rules as possible getting in the
way, and they need loans.

WHAT?
I’m a farmer’s son: I grew up on a dairy
farm. That’s why I like to work on agriculture. If I am not elected – and I’ve got the
most uncertain place, according to the polls
– I would like to sit on a committee. Then
you are allowed to be party spokesperson
on a committee.

FOR WAGENINGEN?
My candidacy shows that students want to
make a contribution to society as well. It can
make a difference that I know what is going on
here, and that the line to the Provincial Council
is getting shorter. But the main thing is that
Wageningen and WUR should carry on their efforts to develop good, innovative ideas.

WHY?
I used to think provincial politics wasn’t
sexy, and was very technical, but as a party member in the municipal council I saw
how much influence the Provincial Council’s had in issues such as the planned
crossroads at the Bornsesteeg or the campus ringroad. And those were the issues
that concerned residents. Politics is all
about balancing interests. The province
has an awful lot of influence and can steer
things by persuasion and by looking for
appealing solutions that a local council will agree to.
YOUR TASK?
That is not clear yet. What I
notice is a need for more contact between the Provincial
Council and the parties in
Ede and Wageningen, and I
would like to play a role in
that. I would also like to
work on Food Valley.
AIM?
To create the 10,000 jobs
which are in our plan in the
next four years, and to do a
lot towards sustainability.
We drop too many stitches in
that area. Why isn’t it warm
sweater day every day, with
the thermostat set at 18 degrees, and why don’t we do
more to get students living
more sustainably? I also
hope to get students more
interested in politics.

FOR WAGENINGEN?
I can show that the town, the residents
and the WUR can benefit from each other.
But of course I’ll be working for the whole
province. For example, we want to persuade people to insulate their houses, by
offering a subsidy. That will reduce energy
bills and create jobs at the same time.
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HOORAY FOR DADS
A winner seems to have been found
in the battle of the sexes.
Researchers at the University of
North Carolina have discovered
that children are genetically more
like their dads than their mums.
Dad’s genes are expressed more
than mum’s genes. Might this be
another reason why women fall for
handsome, healthy men?

FIT
Fancy a quick stint on the treadmill? You do a fitness test and
measure your maximum heart rate
and energy consumption. Then you
fill in your age and sex and let the
formula do the rest. What comes
out? In the next ten years 38 out of
100 people with the same result as
you will die. Just one example, but
true. American researchers at
Johns Hopkins have developed just
such a test. Nice, eh, a little bit of
exercise?

POPLARS

Wageningen’s first debating tournament
Wageningen Debating will be
organizing its first official
debating tournament — Wageningen Open — this summer. On
Saturday 6 June, 44 teams from
the Netherlands and various
other European and African countries will join verbal battle.
Until one and a half years ago, Wageningen was the only Dutch student town without a debating society. Wageningen Debating founder
Lara Minnaard says the new arrival
has had an enthusiastic welcome
in the debating world, as she saw
during tournaments in other
towns. Last December, Minnaard
was awarded the first Cicero annual prize by ‘the Dutch Debating
Club’.
The organizers hope that this
tournament will establish the
young society as a fixture on the
scene. ‘As a debating society, we

want to present our town and university in the best possible light,’
says Shahin Kassabian, one of the
organizers. ‘So we will be keeping
to a strict schedule, putting on
good food and arranging an afterparty in town. The idea is also to
get people with little or no experience to participate. For debating is
a useful exercise in our modern
knowledge society where a lot depends on how well you communicate your ideas and present yourself.’ Minnaard agrees: ‘The tournament is just the right place to
develop these skills because you
learn by doing and you get feedback after each round.’ Wageningen Debating is offering introductory lessons in the spring for people who are new to debating.
A major theme for Minnaard is
to boost proficiency in argumentation, so she is inviting lecturers to
take part in the jury and attend the

final. ‘If we can convince lecturers
of the importance of being skilled
in reasoning and presentation,
they will pass on that message to
their students.’
The debating setup is that of
the British Parliament. Four
teams of two people each come together to debate various motions.
Each team has to convince the jury of the importance of its own arguments and the ridiculousness
of the other teams’ arguments. After three preliminary rounds in
the Forum, the final, which is
open to the public, will be held in
the town centre. The organizers
prefer not to say where exactly as
yet. PT

dent became Wageningen student
chess champion. Twelve students,
including one woman, competed
for the title. Last year’s winner,

Bram de Vries, came second. The
chess tournament was organized by
Wageningen Chess Association and
Thymos sports association. LvdN

Go to
www.wageningendebating.com
for more information and to register.

Chess king
Arnoud van Ginkel (on the right in
the photo) managed to checkmate
his opponents six times in a row.
And so the Plant Sciences MSc stu-

Dutch poet Hendrik Marsman
(1899-1940) waxed lyrical about
rows of poplars like huge plumes on
the horizon. Enjoy them while you
can because they’ll soon be gone.
In total 900 poplars in the Binnenveld are going to be cut down. The
iconic poplars are old and so may
be hazardous. A branch could be
blown down. All that will remain:
a low sky, and the sun smothering
slowly in mists…
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PHOTO: SVEN MENSCHEL

AALTJE
Remember Aaltje, Aalt Dijkhuizen’s
adorable calf? Well, he has now
reached his reproductive years.
Check out his latest tweet: ‘New
experience in my life, I’ve been
inseminated. Snowfever is the
bull’s name. He scores highly on
better life efficiency and health.’
Want to follow? @Aaltje DairyCamp.

student << 27

EPISODE 46 - MORTIERSTRAAT 14B<<
ILLUSTRATIONS: KIM PETERSE

The story so far: For some time now Vera has
been dating an alternative type of guy who
lives at Droevendaal. They recently started
getting it together and the rest of the household can’t help but notice.

Occupied
F

or ten minutes already Willem-Jan had
been waiting outside an occupied bathroom. Finally, the door opened and, to his
horror, he saw Vera’s boyfriend come out. As
always he was decked out in a butt-ugly shower cap that kept his dreadlocks dry.
‘Oh, I thought lianas needed water,’ said Willem-Jan, mumbling somewhat. He was never
hostile to Robby, but today politeness seemed
like too much to ask.
Because everyone except Derk had been to the nocturnal animals
party or the ball, they all gathered a while later at the dining
table for a hung-over brunch. Bianca and Filippo, their faces
puffy, drank cups of coffee in quick succession. Willem-Jan tried
to ignore his throbbing head while spreading slices of bread. As
if the hangover wasn’t bad enough, he was irritated beyond
belief by the cooing couple.
‘Sweetie, you must give me that last bite,’ said Robby, still in his
bathrobe, a thatch of chest hair visible.
‘Here pumpkin, this is for you,’ said Vera as she fed him a triangle of bread covered in chocolate sprinkles. Behind their backs,
Bianca mimed retching, causing Willem-Jan to choke on his coffee. That Robby and Vera were inseparable was an understatement. In recent weeks it had seemed like they had gained an
extra housemate.
‘Say, Robbert,’ said Willem-Jan, who without fail acted like he
couldn’t remember the name of Vera’s boyfriend. ‘Have you
made plans to occupy Forum? Given what’s happening in Amsterdam, you must be itching to do something.’ A serious expression

settled on Robby’s face.
‘Well, of course I sympathize with the occupiers, but their dispute is about minority languages. It’s not really a Wageningen
issue.’ Willem-Jan decided to leave it there, even though he usually enjoyed discussions like this. Too strong a headache. Fortunately, the love-birds were soon preoccupied with one another
again.
‘By the way, Vera honey, are we going to my place tonight or
staying here?’ Willem-Jan saw the faces across the table brighten
with hope.
‘Meh,’ said Vera, ‘let’s stay here. It’s much more sociable.’ The
faces fell. When the couple had left for Vera’s room, everyone
exchanged glances.
‘I don’t know how much longer I can put up with this,’ said Bianca. ‘When they’re together they are unbearable.’ Derk shifted
uncomfortably on his chair. ‘Er,’ he said, ‘Vera said yesterday
that she’s never been so in love. She wants to be with him forever.’ They all sighed.
‘People,’ said Willem-Jan, pausing for dramatic effect. ‘We are
the victims of the first Wageningen occupation.’
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Prize for thesis on crickets
Slovenian student Uroš
Cerkvenik wrote the best Wageningen thesis in 2014. The
student of Biology received the
Thesis Prize during the Dies
Natalis (Founders Day) on 9
March for his study on the
hearing of crickets.
Every year the Wageningen University Fund and alumni association
KLV reward the best final theses in
each of Wageningen’s main fields

with 500 euros and a bronze statue. The stories of the four winners
can be read on Resource-online.
nl. The overall best thesis is
picked out at Founders Day.
And that was Uroš, who had
studied how the vibrations of the
cricket’s eardrum change when
the direction or pitch of the sound
changes. According to the jury he
had done an ‘excellent’ job. Their
report praises the complex and innovative experiments carried out

by the biology student (including
soundproof rooms for his test subjects). The thesis, said the jury, also has important implications for
the development of small acoustic
sensors and is a good example of
new insights from evolutionary biology.
Cerkvenik was not the only
prizewinner at Founders Day. Microbiologist Daan Swarts received
the triennial Research Award for
his publication on the spectacular

discovery of an immune system in
micro-organisms. His research
opens up entire new routes towards targeted adaptation of
DNA, from that of bacteria and
fungi to that of plant and human
cells.
The jury called his research a
‘breakthrough’. It could create
new opportunities to cure hereditary human diseases. Swarts received a trophy, a sculpture and a
cheque for 2500 euros. LN
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>> PARTIES
The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie. Check
www.wageningenup.nl for all parties.

JUNUSHOFF - PHD PARTY
Friday 13 March from 22.00 to 04.00
Now the winter is coming to an end, it’s time
for the annual PhD party. This party is only
open to Wageningen PhD candidates who have
registered in advance. It promises to be a great
evening with a somewhat older crowd than at
the usual student parties.

JUNUSHOFF - POPCULTUUR: BIRDLAND
Tuesday 17 March from 20.30 to 01.00
Birdland means dancing to live music in
different styles. The line-up for 17 March is
EuroCinema (funk) and L’Enfant (disco). Both
bands create such groovy dance music that you
just can’t stop yourself dancing.
KSV - TICKET TO MARS
Thursday 19 March from 22.30 to 05.00
Make sure that you get there early for KSV’s
open party because it’s sure to be packed. And
hot. So leave your warm space suit at home for
this unmissable party where stellar DJs will be
putting on a cosmic performance. Dress code:
white and shiny. That will give a spacey feel to
the evening in combination with the black
lights and blacklight paint.

HET GAT - ATLANTIS ROTC PARTY
Friday 20 March from 22.00 to 03.00
The Race of the Classics is a sailing race for
student teams from all over the Netherlands.
Four of the teams are putting on a bash in Het
Gat before they begin preparations for the race,
which is due to start in the port of Rotterdam
on 30 March. So this may be your chance to
finally hook up with some cute sailor or
captain.

This feature is provided by Wageningen-UP.

>> THE WORKS
‘EASTER GOES ON
FOR FIVE DAYS THERE’
Who: Sandra van Hulsen, MSc Forest and Nature
Conservation
What: five weeks of fieldwork for her Master’s thesis
Where: Santa Cruz, Bolivia
‘I did research on a community forestry organization in the Santa
Cruz region. The organization consists of a village with 12 families who
have been doing commercial forestry in the lowland forest of the Amazon for 30 years. That enabled them to demand users’ rights to the land
and the forest. Otherwise the government gives the concessions to big
commercial companies and the village loses control over its own surroundings.
My research was about the collaboration between the community and
timber companies. During certain periods they hire a company in to
harvest the wood. The men from the village do not always have time to
do that. Some go away to study and others have to till the land. Felling
trees is not a priority. They live in a remote area and grow their own food,
mainly maize. I came during harvest and sowing time, so I had to conduct interviews early in the morning or late at night.
There was no restaurant or hotel in the village. I did have a tent and a
sleeping bag with me, but luckily I could sleep in the church hall. I was
invited to eat with a family three times a day. They ate with their hands
from the same pot. I served myself a plateful first. As a westerner I am not
used to all the bacteria and it is better to be safe than sorry.
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Besides working hard, the villagers were good at partying. The Catholic
holidays and all the saints’ days are celebrated extensively. Easter lasts
not two days but five. And every family throws a party after the rest of the
village has helped them prepare their land for sowing. A party means chica, a kind of rice beer. When I started to say no after seven chicas, it was
considered very impolite. By dancing enthusiastically I managed to avoid
the drink.’ PT
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MEANWHILE IN... <<
Meanwhile in ... China

In the news: critical documentaries are usually censored in China.
But not Under the Dome. Filmmaker (and mother) Chai Jing shows
how Chinese daily life is affected by massive amounts of smog. The
Chinese government even welcomes this critical documentary as a
contribution to the battle with polluting industries.

vormgeving, tekst, fotografie

Commentary by Yang Li, MSc Animal Nutrition, and Qiaona Zhang,
MSc Molecular Life Sciences

Wageningen | T 0317 425 880 | info@gaw.nl | www.gaw.nl

Yang: ‘The pollution is driving people to emigrate. There are also
pregnant women who go to Europe or the US to give birth somewhere with clean air. For the sake of their baby’s health.’ Qiaona:
‘In the city where I grew up, the pollution is not so bad, but where I
studied, in Jinan, I used to check the air quality online. You could
see every day whether the weather conditions were good for jogging, for example.’
Qiaona: ‘A few years ago the government would not have allowed
this video to be shown, because it could be bad for China’s image.
The national government has been trying to combat pollution for
as long as I can remember, but in vain. Yang: ‘The national government makes policy and laws, but companies and local governments focus on economic growth and not on the environment. The
minister of Environmental Affairs is happy with the documentary
because now at last the topic is high on the agenda.’ KG
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‘The Chinese have been talking about air pollution for a long time,
but thanks to this film the whole country is talking about it now,’
says Yang. ‘The filmmaker is a famous former newsreader who has
now made a film of her own,’ adds Qiaona. Yang: And it is a touching story because her own little girl has lung cancer. It is not certain
that the tumour was caused by air pollution, but nobody would be
surprised if it was. There are places in China that are known as
‘cancer villages’ because the incidence of cancer is so high. There
is a lot of smog in those places, but the pollution of the water supply in villages is perhaps an even bigger problem. That is mainly
the fault of the chemical industry, but the livestock industry is partly responsible too.’

CreaTief, Professioneel en beTaalbaar

Rubensstraat 215A | 6717 VE Ede
T. 0318 - 452 222 | E. consumenten@essensor.nl

WAAR
Rubensstraat 215A, tegenover CineMec
in Ede, nabij de A12.
Direct na afloop ontvang je een ruime
vergoeding in de vorm van een VVV-bon.
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in memoriam
René Brookman
The news that
René Brookman
has passed
away came as a
shock at the
end of last
week. René had
had heard a
few days earlier that he was terminally ill, but no one expected the
end to come so fast.
René had worked at the university
since September 1982. He started in
the department of livestock feeds,
but soon ended up in the international office, where he worked for 15
years. He then moved on to the student affairs department and the student service centre.
René held a number of different
posts over the years. He helped hundreds of foreign students to come to
Wageningen to study. Newly arrived

students often dropped in at the department to meet the Mr. Brookman
who had been so helpful in their
preparations for coming to our university. At the reception desk he advised thousands of students on all
kinds of administrative problems.
As graduation officer, he was not
only there for students but was also
a key resource person for many
members of staff.
René was a very familiar figure at
the university, not just through all
the interactions over work but also
because of his personality. He was a
pleasure-lover who enjoyed the
good things in life and was not
afraid to show it. His joviality and
generosity came through in his relationships with colleagues too. We
had a lot of laughs with him and enjoyed the juicy anecdotes he served
up. He was also very approachable
and helpful to both colleagues and
students. Rarely did anyone appeal
to him for help in vain. Occasionally
you heard him grumbling about peo-

ple who do not stick to the agreed
rules and therefore cause all kinds
of administrative problems. But he
soon changed tack and started helping solve the problem.

dent at the WU is invited to apply
for the position of student representative to the ISS organized by
the Tokyo University of Agriculture
(TUA) in Tokyo, October 1-2, 2015.
All costs of participation will be
covered by TUA. The theme of the
summit is: ‘Students taking actions
in innovative approaches to build
local resilience and promote
awareness to global challenges’. If
you’re interested, send your application letter including the abstract
of your intended paper (maximum
400 words) to: wim.heijman@wur.
nl. Deadline: April 15.

Because the end came so suddenly,
it is very hard to get used to the
idea that René is gone. We are very
sad: we have lost a dear colleague.
Our thoughts and sympathies are
with Arie and all René’s family and
friends. We wish them strength in
dealing with their great loss.
Jos van Kroonenburg
Head of Student Services Centre

2nd WPC PhD Symposium
Are you a PhD candidate interested in learning and collaborating
with your colleagues from across
Wageningen departments? If so,
you are invited to attend the Wageningen PhD Council (WPC) PhD
Symposium on May 6th! This year’s
theme is ‘Connecting Ideas, Combining Forces’, with Louise Fresco
as the keynote speaker. Sessions

For those wishing to write a personal
tribute, there is a memorial book in
the hall of the Forum, near the reception.

Classified
International Students Summit
(ISS)
Every MSc- and 3rd year BSc-stu-
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will include presentations, and
pitch-and-panel discussions. Registration is now open for attendees
and presenters alike.
INFO: WWW.WAGENINGENUR.NL/EN/EDUCATION-PROGRAMMES/PHD-PROGRAMME/SERVICES/WAGENINGEN-PHD-COUNCIL.HTM

agenda
Thursday 12 March to Wednesday
25 March

FILMS FOR STUDENTS
Filmhouse Move W is showing five
films. Il Capitale Umamo is a stylish
whodunit in which an accident links
two families. Around the World in
50 Concerts follows the Concertgebouw Orchestra on its anniversary tour. Of Horses and Men is a
piece of Icelandic absurdism about
parallels between horses and people. Timbuctoo tell the story of desert life after the arrival of the Islamic fundamentalists. In Order of
Disappearance is a crime comedy
set in the Norwegian snows.
WWW.MOVIE-W.NL

Thursday 12 March

LUNCH DEBATE ON THE
PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS 2015,
12.30-13.15
Provincial elections take place on 18
March. Do you know how you will
vote yet? The Farmers Group has invited several of the parties standing
for election to talk about their programme, with special reference to
agriculture and nature. Come, listen
and fire off your questions to the socialist SP and the animal-friendly
Partij voor de Dieren (both subject to
confirmation).
Location: Forum C103
Wednesday 18 March, 19.30

LECTURE: ‘COWS EAT GRASS!’
More and more cows never see fresh
grass these days. It has been replaced by soya, grains and maize.
Cows do still get silage. The emphasis at this lecture will be on the positive qualities of grass. Is it possible
to feed cows exclusively on grass,
hay and silage without disastrous financial consequences? With: Frens

Schuring (Advisor on low external input farming), Imke de Boer (Animal
Production Systems/ WUR) and Peter
Takens (Pure Graze).
Location: Forum, C213
Friday 20 and Saturday 21 March

ODD JOBS FOR 33RD
LEEFFESTIVAL DURING NLDOET
Help with the preparations for the
annual street theatre festival (LEEFfestival). You can pollard trees, prune
spreading blackberry bushes, clean
street paving, make witches’ broomsticks, or prepare for the big letter
games to be played in collaboration
with the Wageningen writers’ collective.
Time: Friday 10-17.00; Saturday 1117.00 Location: Decorators’ workshop Lawickse Alee 73, Wageningen
SIGN UP ON WWW.NLDOET.NL (SEARCH TERM ‘LEEFFESTIVAL’)

Saturday 21 March, 8.30-17.00

FEED&FARM EXCURSION
This time we are going to Coppens
Animal Feeds in the south of the Netherlands, where feed is made for pigs
and chickens. The excursion will include a guided tour of the factory and
a discussion. This will be followed by
a visit to a Volwaard broiler chicken
factory (where chickens are reared a
bit more slowly and humanely) and a
standard factory where the chickens
are reared fast. Want to come? Apply
fast, because full = full! Price: €5.
Sign up at st.boerengroep@wur.nl

Deadline for submissions: one
week before publication date
(max. 75 words)
Email: resource@wur.nl

PHD party?
All- inclusive lunch arrangement for € 11,00 per
person (minimum 20 persons):
• Indian curry soup (v)
• Mexican quesadilla’s (v)
• Various sandwiches
• Couscous salad with roasted vegetables and feta
cheese (v)
• Coffee/tea/milk/juices
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>>TYPICAL DUTCH

The honest Dutch
Before my trip back home in October 2013, when I was in Wageningen as an exchange student, I
decided to buy some tulip bulbs as a present for my parents, so I went shopping at the Oude Tol
garden centre.

After shopping successfully, I returned home happy. Suddenly, I realised I had left my wallet at the
garden centre. I cycled like the wind, and searched all along the route I had taken through the
centre. I was horrified because inside the wallet I had a lot of money (900 euros) that I was saving
for a laptop, as well as my bankcards. I nearly lost all hope when I came to the cash desk, as it was
closed. Finally, I got to the information point. The lady behind the desk started asking me
questions, as if it was a quiz: the colour of my wallet, how much money was in it and so on. I
thought they’d contact me if they found it. But it turned out the lady was identifying whether I
really was the owner of the wallet. She asked for my name and surname and she looked at me and
the photo on my WUR card for a long time. She said I was not the man in the photo as I had long
hair when it was taken, but with a smile she took my wallet from their lost & found safe. I was very
happy and asked her how I could show my appreciation. However, she refused any token of
thanks. Unfortunately, if you lose your wallet in Uzbekistan, you probably won’t see it again. At
best you might find your wallet but without any money in it. What I want to say is that Dutch
people are very kind and honest. Olimkhuja Askarov, MSc Integrated Water Management, from Uzbekistan
Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it briefly. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn fifty euro and Dutch candy.

‘If you lose your wallet in
Uzbekistan, you probably
won’t see it again.’ A nice
surprise in Wageningen

