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labour of love

>> FOKKE + NL HELPS YAZIDIS
Fokke de Jong, communication manager for climate and water projects at Alterra

‘People who bring things in
have their own stories to tell’
Fokke de Jong is collecting goods that can help the Yazidi
community to get through the winter. He became a charity
worker quite by chance. He sent Wahhab, a Yasidi living in
Arnhem, a tweet after watching a documentary on TV. The
19-year-old asked him straightaway if he would like to help.
So now De Jong is collecting blankets, shoes, warm clothes,
pots and pans for a refugee camp in northern Iraq. ‘The
winters can be very cold there.’ Got something useful to
RK / Foto: Guy Ackermans
spare? Fokke.dejong@wur.nl.
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We came across such a nice story this week. Two colleagues at CVI volunteered
to go to Sierra Leone to set up a mobile lab for use in the battle against ebola.
That is a remarkable story in itself. It became even more so when we heard that
they haven’t taken unpaid leave but that their colleagues have donated days off
so they can be sponsored. What amiability, what humanity, what love. We wanted to do our bit and use our magazine to call on everyone to donate days off to
this good cause. There are already six colleagues queuing up to contribute. But
at the last minute we heard that it is not possible. Days off can only be donated
within a science school and not across One Wageningen. Can’t be helped. The
system rules, and it doesn’t allow this. There goes the love, there goes One
Wageningen. Couldn’t we use one system to beat another one then? There will
continue to be disasters and a need for humanitarian aid in the coming years. I
would like an extra option in my Optare system: ‘donate days off to a charity’.
Edwin van Laar

>> Waste incinerators are safe for surrounding areas | p.9
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UNIVERSITY SHOULD SELECT PHD CANDIDATES BETTER
• International committee tests
PhD programme

The university should do a better
job of selecting its PhD candidates.
In addition, PhD candidates
should be better supervised, and
the evaluation system at the end of
the PhD trajectory is not transparent and can be done away with.
This was the advice given to Wageningen University by an international visiting committee on 16 January.
The four-member committee
headed by the Swiss Jacques Lanarès evaluated the university’s
PhD programme. The members,
from Switzerland, Ireland, Germa-

ny and Denmark, agreed that the
programme was good. But they were also asked to suggest improvements.
The committee said that, for
example, the university has no uniform recruitment strategy or admission criteria for PhD candidates. These students are often
evaluated at the levels of the research school and the chair
groups. They have their own
standards. The committee advised
regulating this centrally. Johan van
Arendonk, dean of sciences, understood that suggestion. ‘It’s increasingly difficult to find good
PhD candidates abroad and hard
to make a choice based on a list of
marks. I could imagine, for
example, conducting admission

‘GREEN’ ALTERNATIVES
FOR HARMFUL SUBSTANCE
IN RECEIPT

interviews with foreign candidates
in their own countries.’
The visiting committee also
found that the quality of PhD supervision was not consistent. PhD
candidates are sometimes given a
supervisor whose work doesn’t fully match their own research, which
is undesirable. Van Arendonk acknowledged the criticism. ‘The
growth in the number of students
and PhD candidates has led to numerous problems, and consequently the supervision in some of
the groups can suffer. It’s fine that
the committee noticed this in their
conversations here.’
The committee also wants uniform regulations at the university
with regard to co-authorship. But
Van Arendonk claimed that the re-

gulations already exist. ‘Co-authors have to make a substantial
contribution, but this is viewed
differently per research area. I
think we need to have a good discussion about this on the work
floor.’
Finally, the committee wants
Wageningen to abandon its rule
on only 3 percent of the PhD work
being eligible to qualify as ‘cum
laude’. Don’t be a slave to percentages,’ the committee chair Lanarès stated, ‘but decide per research area which studies are excellent. At a good university like
Wagneningen, more PhD candidates can certainly qualify for a
cum laude designation.’ The external committee will have completed its report in six weeks. AS

FERTILIZER

• ‘Hormone imitator easily replaceable’

A harmful substance used in making receipts can
be replaced by ‘green’ alternatives. This was the
conclusion drawn by Food & Biobased Research in a
literature study commissioned by RIVM [National
Institute for Public Health and the Environment].
Many receipts consist of heat-sensitive paper
containing bisphenol-A. This compound works as a
‘developer’, causing the ink to become visible when
the paper is heated. In our body, however, bisphenol-A has the same effect as the female sex hormone estradiol, which can adversely affect hormonal balance. And this can interfere with embryos in
particular.
However, the green economy can provide alternatives. According to Daan van Es, DLO researcher
at Food & Biobased Research, biomass contains
chemicals such as gallic acid, which can replace bisphenol-A. But first the economic and practical feasibility has to be investigated.
Van Es is negative about many of the substitutes
that have been proposed up to now. They resemble
bisphenol-A and would probably have the same adverse effects. ‘That’s putting the cart before the
horse,’ Van Es said. ‘I think the only feasible solution is to use completely different materials.’ RR
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Two hundred employees of the Chinese company
Stanley Fertilizer visited Wageningen UR on 20
January. They came to brush up their knowledge
about fertilizer.
The Chinese delegation, made up largely of sales
managers heard how the Dutch agriculture sector
deals with fertilizer. From advice on fertilizer to
its application. Delegation leader Jihua Zhang,
director of product strategy at Stanley Fertilizer,

was very satisfied. ‘The idea of the visit was
to open doors, and that has been successful.’
Stanley is one of the big fertilizer producers in
China, with a strong focus on innovation and
growth. Zhang would very much like to make
use of Wageningen knowledge on two technical
subjects, partly through courses for R&D staff.
This will be discussed shortly.
IdH/EvL / Photo: Marcel van den Bergh
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NOELLE AARTS TEACHER OF THE YEAR 2015
• Professor of Strategic
Communication is
Wageningen’s best teacher.
• Her ‘dynamic lectures’ are
appreciated.

For the first time in the history of
the Teacher of the Year Award, a
female teacher has won the prize.
At the New Year’s reception,

Noëlle Aarts, recently appointed
as professor at the Strategic Communication Group, was chosen by
the student council as the best
teacher at Wageningen University.
The choice came as a surprise
to Aarts. ‘I was so honoured to
have been nominated; I’d never
expected to win.’ The student jury
praised Aarts for her critical approach, her openness to her students, her dynamic lectures and

her focus on collaborating with
them rather than simply transferring knowledge. ‘Students who attend Noëlle Aarts’s lectures are
treated as equals and encouraged
to ask questions or to drop by her
office,’ the jury stated. ‘She’s open
to their ideas and challenges them
to be creative.’ Aarts’s own research is often inspired by the input from her students, the jury
added.

When asked what she was going to do with the award of 2500
euros, Aarts was quick to answer.
‘I think it would be wonderful to
use the award money to invite another good speaker to address
even more students.’
The other nominees for
Teacher of the Year were Huub
Savelkoul, Arie Terlouw, Arie Nieuwenhuizen and Maria Forlenza.
LvdN/CN

©OLUMN|KEES

in brief
>> UNITAS

>> FINANCE

No more poison

Unitas youth club wants to go back to
old home on the Generaal Foulkesweg.
Problem is, the building is too big, So
the club is looking for other tenants to
share it with. Unitas rented this building
until 2009. Now it is desperately seeking a new home after its period in a former party centre on the Industrieweg in
the Nude came to a sad end. Residents
opposed the presence of the youth club
from the start and raised objections to
the license. The license was refused both
in court (2013) and by the Council of
State (last year). So in May Unitas decided to look for another roof over its head.
The old location is not necessarily ‘the
best or the only’ solution, says Unitas
chair Diks. ‘But it is a realistic option
which we would like to look into. It
would also be nice to be able to help out
other ‘homeless’ clubs. EvL

The average success rate of research proposals submitted to the European research and innovation programme Horizon 2020 is considerably lower than for
the previous European programme FP7.
So far Wageningen UR and partners have
submitted more than 150 proposals to
Horizon 2020. Of these, 33 have been accepted, a little over 20 percent. In previous years an average of three or four out
of ten proposals were successful. Peter
Jongebloed, who supports researchers at
Wageningen UR in submitting research
proposals, has an explanation for the lower success rate. ‘It is a much more competitive programme. All over Europe people are investing in writing strong proposals, because everyone is looking to
Brussels for funding now that national research funding is under pressure.’ KG

In spite of my Dutch Reformed upbringing, I formed the conviction that people are capable of all good. It is not always easy
to hold on to such a conviction, though. And I cannot in all honesty say that the rational-economic thinking at Wageningen
UR supports our better nature. Because people who follow it
often throw rational scientific advice overboard.
At the Bio fair, the annual event in the organic sector, I heard
two fantastic stories about farmers who chose to do good.
A potato farmer was spraying his crops to get rid of foliage before harvesting his potatoes. After a couple of days he saw that
it wasn’t enough and decided to spray again. He was riding
around on his tractor spraying poison when he saw a
pheasant sitting brooding on a nest full of eggs. The creature
was a sad sight in the middle of a blighted crop. Totally unprotected. She looked up at the tractor anxiously. That touched
him; something broke inside him at the sight of her expression. It was a decisive moment: ‘I am never going to spray
again!’
Another visitor at the Bio fair had an even more intense story
about his neighbour. ‘He was an ordinary dairy farmer until
his son was run over by the tractor and died at the farm. Life
lost its meaning. The farm limped on. He went into a deep depression until one day a homeopathic doctor said to him:
switch to organic. A new direction, free of poison. Walking
over your land pulling out thistles with your hands and leaving
your pain and grief in the hole they make. You
can’t do any of that if you are sitting up on a
tractor spraying poison at the thistles. The
contact with the earth has brought him
peace. He is a farmer with all his heart
and soul again.’

Back ‘home’

Less European funding

>> DLO

Negotiations stranded
Negotiations over the new labour agreement (CAO) for DLO staff are at an impasse. The unions rejected Wageningen
UR’s latest proposal in December. The
main bone of contention is the proposed
salary raise of 1.9 percent – too low in
the unions’ view. According to Wageningen UR, this is the most that can be afforded and ‘the ball is now in the unions’ court’. The unions are considering
action with the aim of forcing DLO to
come up with a better offer. There are
currently no talks planned between the
negotiators. To ensure that DLO has a
CAO, the current agreement is being extended until 1 July 2015. The unions are
investigating the legality of this. RR

Kees van Veluw (57) teaches Permaculture
and is active in organic agriculture networks.
His vision stems from his work with African
farmers, his networks with Dutch farmers,
his family life with his wife, three sons, dog
and chickens – as well as his work on the
board on an organic consumer association.
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SHOWCASING WAGENINGEN
SOIL EXPERTISE
well. On the research side, the
high point will be the second Wageningen Soil Conference in August. The last one was held in 2011
and the second edition was deliberately planned for this year, says
Gerben Mol of Alterra, Chair of the
Wageningen Soil Network working
group. ‘A four-day scientific conference at which we expect about
300 scientists.’
Another new initiative is the
Wageningen Soil Experience,

• Network concentrates soil
expertise.
• Soil Experience outing on
campus.

PHOTO: MARJET VAN VEELEN

All the Wageningen soil expertise
under one flag: that is the idea behind the Wageningen Soil Network
(WSN) which was launched this
week. The network, which includes the NIOO as well as Wageningen UR, was launched with a
spadeful of sand. The sand was
dug out of the campus soil and will
be analysed in several Wageningen
labs.
This gesture is symbolic of what
the WSN stands for: pooling
knowledge. Not just in order to improve internal collaboration, but
also to make Wageningen’s soil expertise more visible to the outside
world. The sand samples were taken from around the Walk of Fame
between Atlas and Orion. A display
board will be placed next to the
path to mark the launch of the soil
network.
The occasion for the establishment of the network is the international year of the soil. From now
on, all soil-related activities will be
publicized through the WSN. Several new initiatives are planned as

which offers an outing on the campus that draws attention to the soil
research going on there. Mol has
two versions in mind: one for the
general public and one for visiting
scientists. According to spokesperson Simon de Ridder, the idea is to
tell ‘the Wageningen soil story’. He
is referring to the reason the agricultural college that grew into Wageningen University was located
here in the first place: the diverse
soil types that meet here. RK

Louise Vet (director of the NIOO and professor of Evolutionary Ecology WU),
Gerard Korthals (PSG researcher and secretary of WSN) and - wearing the hat
- John Liu (filmmaker and ecologist, fellow of the NIOO) take a soil sample.

PRI AND PPO
BRANDS TO GO
• ‘Wageningen UR is a stronger
brand.’
The Plant Sciences Group is abandoning the brand names PRI (Plant
Research International) and PPO
(Applied Plant Research). From
now on the DLO researchers at
Plant will use only the name Wageningen UR in their external communication.
This has been decided by the
Plant Sciences Group (PSG). The
step fits the current branding policy, says policy director of Communications Marc Lammers. This is
something the executive board will
be paying attention to in the next
strategic plan.
The change in branding was
prompted by a study of external relations carried out by the PSG, explains Erik Toussant, the science
group’s head of Communication.
‘Our external associates didn’t have
much idea what the brands PRI and
PPO stood for, whereas Wageningen UR was clearly a strong brand
in their minds.’ The business unit
managers at Plant found it difficult
to work with the various brands in
practice, says Toussant. From now
on, DLO employees in the PSG will
simply describe themselves as
working for Wageningen UR. In legal texts they will still mention their
official employer, the DLO foundation. AS

POSSIBLE HONOURS PROGRAMME FOR MASTER’S STUDENTS
• Students want follow-up for
excellence programme

Excellent Master’s students may
soon be able to follow an Honours
Programme. Honours students are
currently discussing suggestions for
a Master’s programme for honours
students in addition to the present
programme for Bachelor’s students
only.
‘These students wonder what we
can offer them after this,’ said Ellis
RESOURCE — 29 January 2015

Hoffland, programme director of the
Honours Programme. ‘They themselves are studying the possibilities,
trying to determine if there’s enough
support, lobbying for their ideas and
writing policy.’ The results cannot be
predicted. ‘This doesn’t mean that a
Master’s programme will be created;
the university currently has no opinion on the matter. A further trajectory
could be attractive, but there are also
good arguments against it.’ The students will present their results when
they complete their Bachelor’s.
The first class of honours stu-

dents has been working on this issue
for more than six months. Students,
tutors and teachers are very enthusiastic, said Hoffland. She hopes that
the experiences will trickle through
to the mainstream courses in the
form of new lesson material or teaching methods. The programme director admits that there were some initial problems. ‘It was especially difficult to define what makes an assignment deeper and broader. Moreover,
a student may come to us with an attractive activity that we eventually
have to reject because it isn’t worthy

of the Honours Programme. That’s
discouraging for the students, but
it’s part of the process. We’re building an aeroplane while we’re already
up and flying.’
Those interested can find information at www.wageningenuniversity.nl/honours or can attend an information session in Forum 030 on 3
and 5 February between 12.00 and
14.00. LvdN
Honours students Marijke, Merijn and
Anouk talk about their experiences on
page 24.
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FROM STATION TO CAMPUS WITHOUT A DRIVER
• Minibus will carry up to six
passengers.
• Driverless car is not public
transport.

At the end of this year the first driverless car will shuttle between
Ede-Wageningen station and the
campus. The vehicle to be used for
this six-month trial is a minibus
that can carry six passengers. The
province of Gelderland decided
this week to invest in the project,
which can therefore go ahead.
Gelderland has been working on
setting up a trial for self-driving
cars in ‘Food Valley’ for some time.
This is going on in collaboration
with Wageningen UR, the technical
University of Delft, TNO and the innovation platform Connekt. The
idea is that a driverless minibus will
shuttle between Ede-Wageningen
station and the campus.

EYES IN THE
BACK OF
YOUR HEAD

The precise route the car will
take is not yet clear, says spokesperson Ad van der Have (Facilities and
Services). There will be no timetable: the minibus will only go when
booked and will not form a part of
the public transport system. The
minibus will probably go a couple
of times a day outside the rush
hour. Most of the passengers will be
guests of Wageningen UR and the
province, says Van der Have. ‘And
possibly others at a later stage in
the experiment.’ The trial will last
six months.
PIONEERING ROLE
Last Friday the cabinet approved
the testing of ‘autonomous’ cars
on public roads. This paves the
way for applications for waivers
from the road licensing body RDW.
The cabinets wants the Netherlands to play a pioneering role in
the development of self-driving vehicles and systems in which cars

How was it to work on this popular
scientific programme?
‘Nice, but a bit nerve-racking too. I was
a bit afraid of what BNN would turn it
into. Because it has to be entertaining
above all, and that can be at the story’s
expense. But they did it very nicely.’

form ‘trains’. This will make better
use of space on the roads and may
be safer.
In July last year a self-driving car
rode around the campus briefly.
The idea came from the Gelderland
broadcasting company, which was

doing a feature on the testing of
self-driving vehicles. The car used
on that occasion was a Renault
Twizy. The make of the minibus is
still a secret for now. According to
Van der Have, it is a French company but not a major car manufacturer. RK

This test model was riding around the campus in 2014.

FIGUREITOUT

How did they come to ask you?
‘The lads were looking for an answer to
the question: How is it to have eyes in
other parts of your head than at the
front? During my time at Utrecht
University I did research on visual
systems. I think the research editors at
BNN found me because of that. Because
here in Wageningen I’ve been working
on a different subject for a few years
now: swimming movements in fish.’

Who? Martin Lankheet
What? Associate Professor
of Experimental Zoology
Why? Appeared on the TV
show Proefkonijnen

Have you had responses to your
appearance on the show?
‘Yes. Straightaway, during the
programme, messages came in from
people I knew. Some knew that I was
going to be on TV but of course there
were also people who unexpectedly saw
me on TV, like the neighbours. Their
reactions were very nice too.’ RG

Netherlands: agricultural giant / Imports and exports of cheese, meat, vegetables and
fruit / red line = exports, white line = imports
Illustratie Studio Lakmoes
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GREEN MONITOR GETS OFF THE GROUND
• Mouse plague leads to
monitor breakthrough.
• Satellite even sees grass
growing.

Farmers in Friesland were not
managing to get their mouse
plague onto the political agenda.
Not until Gerbert Roerink brought
in the images from his green monitor. Suddenly, mice are hot.
Roerink receives the latest satellite images from the Disaster Monitoring Constellation four times a
week. These images, with a resolution of 25x25 metres, show the
Netherlands at plot level. Roerink
processes the images into pictures
for the green monitor. And of
course he always has a quick look
for signs of anything unusual.
Mid-December he saw some. ‘Hey,
the vegetation in Friesland is dying. How can that be?’ A colleague
at Livestock Research knew the answer straightaway. ‘That is mouse
damage. It’s a big problem there.
The farmers are very keen to get it
on the agenda, but they are not
succeeding.’
Roerink did. Pretty much to his

own amazement. He sketched the
scale of the problem, looked for a
detailed satellite image and sent a
message to De Boerderij magazine
and the Frisian daily, Het Friesch
Dagblad. That was on Friday 9 January. When the Dutch press bureau ANP got hold of it the next
Monday it became ‘world news’ in
the Netherlands.
PREDICTING MILK YIELD
The mouse plague is a nice example of what can be done with the
green monitor. The monitor liter-

18 September 2014

ally reveals the greenness of the
landscape. The technique has existed for some time. But only recently on a weekly basis and with a
plot-level resolution.
With the green monitor Roerink can literally see grass growing.
‘You can quantify the length of
grass with the green index up to
about 20 centimetres. Above that,
the signal is saturated so you don’t
see differences anymore.’
A company like FrieslandCampina uses this information to
improve the models with which

the supply of milk is forecast. Does
more grass mean more milk? That
question is even more interesting,
says Roerink, now that the milk
quota are being scrapped. Everyone can see the green monitor at
www.groenmonitor.nl. Now accurately to the nearest 25 metres, but
soon perhaps with a resolution of
five metres. Back garden level, in
other words. Roerink: ‘That appeals to the imagination even
more. We are working on it. But
the satellite only passes by once a
month.’ RK

25 December 2014

NEW TEST DETECTS RADIOACTIVE FOOD FAST
• Rikilt will soon be able to
detect radioactive pollution
much faster.
• New technique for fast
detection after radiation
incident.

It was a small news bulletin that
came out around Christmas: There
was no wild boar on the shelves at
Albert Heijn this year because the
meat was suspected of being
radioactive. The boar, from
German forests, had eaten wild
mushrooms containing traces of
radioactivity going back to the
Chernobyl disaster in 1986.
RESOURCE — 29 January 2015

This is unusual news, says Puck
Brandhoff, a researcher at Rikilt.
Radioactivity in food is very rare in
the Netherlands. Nevertheless, it is
important to be prepared for
radiation accidents. By way of
illustration: in 1986, the Soviet
Union only admitted that an
accident had taken place when the
Geiger counters broke down
thousands of kilometres away in
Sweden.
With the technique now in
standard use it takes about three
days to take a measurement. In the
January edition of the Journal of
Environmental Radioactivity Rikilt
published three much faster
methods of testing whether food is

contaminated. These methods
take roughly half a day (between
1.5 and 7 hours) to test the food.
The new methods are less sensitive
and are mainly intended for use
straight after a radiation accident,
so that in an emergency situation
it is soon clear which food is safe
and which is not.
BETA RAYS
Even when there is no known risk,
Rikilt tests samples of Dutch milk,
vegetables and other food for
radiation. About 45 food processing
factories have measuring
equipment which checks for
gamma rays. This is the least
harmful but most far-reaching type

of radioactivity. In the lab on the
Wageningen campus, researchers
also test samples for alpha and beta
rays.
These sources of radiation do
more damage as soon as someone
swallows them. Outside the body
they are less dangerous, but are
more difficult to detect. Samples in
the laboratory are therefore
carefully prepared in a timeconsuming process in which the
food is dried, heated to 550 degrees
Celsius and crumbled to ash. Only
after that can the level of radiation
be measured using a ‘scintillation
counter’. It is precisely in these
preparatory stages that the new
methods save time. RR
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INCINERATING WASTE DOES NOT
AFFECT PLANTS IN THE VICINITY
• Long-term biomonitoring delivers
the evidence.
• Spinach and kale used as test plants.

Isn’t the white smoke coming out of waste
incineration plants bad for crops in the vicinity? No, says Chris van Dijk (PRI) with
confidence after 10 years of study. Plants
growing in the vicinity are of the same
quality as those far from any such installations. Modern incineration plants such as
those near Alkmaar, Wijster and Harlingen have to conform to strict emissions
norms. In principle, they are not allowed
to release any harmful substances such as
cadmium, mercury and PAKs, or organic
substances such as the carcinogenic dioxin. But how do you convince local residents of this? ‘After all, people see a
plume of smoke going into the air 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. What does that
mean for our vegetables and crops, they
wonder,’ says Van Dijk.
Together with consultancy form Royal
Haskoning, PRI came up with a way of reassuring people: biomonitoring. Grow a
couple of sensitive test plants and keep
your finger on the pulse. ‘Biomonitoring is
a convincing way of proving whether cer-

tain substances are present,’ explains Van
Dijk. ‘You can measure anything you like
in the smoke, but it is better still to measure what’s in the plants themselves. If the
norms for the indicator crops are not exceeded, you can assume that the arable
crops are safe too.’
TOO MUCH FLUORIDE
Van Dijk and his colleagues chose spinach
and kale as suitable indicators. It is known
that both plants absorb cadmium, mercury
and PAKs in their leaves. Spinach grows in
the spring and summer, kale in the autumn and winter. The plants were growing
in containers filled with clean soil and
placed where the most smoke reaches the
ground.
The results are as dull as they are clear
and reassuring. The levels of heavy metals
and PAKs found are no higher than background levels. Waste incineration has no
influence on the quality of the vegetables
and crops in the area. What is more, milk
tested that came from cows that had grazed
mainly under the smoke from the waste
plant was free of dioxins. Only the grass at
two of the three plants sometimes contained too much fluoride in the winter. Van
Dijk: ‘But in terms of risks to the livestock
that doesn’t play any role at all.’ RK

VISION <<
Oil prices are dangerously low
Oil prices have gone down dramatically in recent months.
Not good news, says LEI economist Arie van Duijn. At
present there is a surplus of oil on the market thanks to
increasing production of oil from unconventional sources
such as tar sands in Canada and shale fields in the US.
Meanwhile, demand for oil is going down, not up,
because of previously high oil prices and low economic
growth. Worldwide it takes more and more effort to maintain the steadily declining oil production from conventional sources such as the oil fields in Saudi Arabia. With
oil prices at less than 50 dollars, the oil companies have
much less money for investing in oil extraction.’
Is it cheaper then to extract oil from tar sands and
shale?
‘With the current oil prices, production of shale oil in
the US is running at a loss too. In fact, the producers
have run up a debt of 200 billion dollars. At the current
low prices it is getting harder and harder for these companies to pay off their debts. That’s the route to a debt
crisis, just like in 2008. To secure oil production you
need a much higher price.’
But that high oil price has its disadvantages too,
doesn’t it?
‘Exactly. I see a fundamental problem. Governments
and the business world want a lot of cheap oil because
that is necessary to get economic growth. But in that
case, the oil companies cannot keep up the production.
So the oil price has to go up, but then our economy cannot cope with such high oil prices and you get mounting debts that get harder and harder to pay off. That oil
economy is going to go wrong one way or another.’
What can we do?
‘Wageningen UR should carry on investing in knowledge aiming at reducing our dependence on fossil fuels. Besides the biobased economy, what we need is alternatives to oil-dependent food production. Concretely, you could consider high value food systems and regional production, so you require less transport.’ AS

PROPOSITION

‘Discovering the topic of interest is a
milestone of one’s success.’
Agata Paulina Walczak, who graduated with a PhD
on 5 January in Wageningen

Waste incineration plant at Alkmaar
29 January 2015 — RESOURCE
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BAN ON GMOS HAS A HIGH PRICE
The refusal by the Indian government to import rice that has been
enriched with vitamin A has
already cost 1.4 million life
years. That is the position taken
by professor of economics Justus
Wesseler. His calculations cast
new light on the GMO discussion.
‘Golden Rice’ is the name of a yellow variety of rice that was developed ten years ago. After genetic
modification, this rice contains a
large amount of vitamin A and is
thus a strong weapon against
death and blindness caused by
malnutrition. Many developing
countries, however, are reluctant
to introduce GM products. India,
for example, is keeping its borders
tightly shut against Golden Rice.
Professor of Economics Justus
Wesseler studied the consequences of this policy and presented his
results at his inauguration as a
professor on 22 January. Using his
Real Option Model, Wesseler calculated the damage of not introducing the GM rice in India: 1.4
million life years in the past 10
years, most of the victims being
children.
1.4 million life years represent so
much human suffering. Who is
responsible for this?
‘The government weighs the
pros and cons: what are the advantages of introducing GMO rice and
what are the risks? The WHO and
the World Bank support the introduction because it saves children’s
lives, that much is certain. But
Greenpeace and an influential activist like Vandana Shiva are firmly
opposed. And if 10 to 20 percent of the population is also
against GMOs, then the government runs the risk of losing the next election. So up to
now, the Indian government has decided
that the risks of
Golden Rice are
bigger than the
advantages. By
calculating
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the advantages, we now know the
cost of the anti-GMO lobby in India. That amounts to at least 200
million dollars a year.’
Opponents of GMOs claim that we
can’t exclude the health and
environmental risks of GMOs.
‘From a scientific perspective,
there aren’t any health or environmental risks in GMOs. They’re as
safe as traditional crops. We don’t
have 100 percent certainty, but no
one can claim a safety level of 100
percent. That just doesn’t exist.
And it’s nonsense to talk about
‘unknown risks’ as the opponents
do. You can’t study unknown risks;
moreover, there might also be
unknown advantages. As
scientists, we have to
think consistently. We
can only investigate
risks if we have a theory
that explains which
aspect of
GMOs can
present a
danger.’

You calculate the lost life years to
be an economic loss of 200 million
dollars annually. How did you
reach that amount?
‘In the model the value of a life
year in India is set at 500 dollars.
That’s not my own ethical standpoint, but rather an amount relating to labour productivity. The
poorer a country is, the less economic value is attached to a life
year. In the US and Europe, a life
year is worth more because labour
productivity is higher. But what I
find more important is that children die unnecessarily in India.’
The EU is also concerned about GM
crops. Have you studied the loss
there?
‘In 2007 I calculated that not accepting the GM maize MON810
costs the EU more than 130 million euros a year. And in 2004 I
studied what the cost to the EU
was of refusing to introduce GM
sugar beets. That was 100 to 160
million euros a year. The ban on
GMOs doesn’t cost human lives in
Europe, but it does lead to lower
yields per hectare, a higher use of

pesticides and the emission of
more greenhouse gasses. The environmental advantages of GMOs
are evident.’
The anti-GMO lobby will claim
that you’re being paid by industry.
Who financed your study?
‘I did my study of Golden Rice
in India myself without any external financing. I also study the socioeconomic effects of GMOs at the
request of and paid by the European Union. I’m not paid by industry.
I believe that we should think
about whether the opposition to
GMO technology is ethically justifiable if it leads to more dead children in India and in numerous
other developing countries.’ AS
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Access to science was the main theme over the last
couple of weeks. Is it a shame, for instance, that
interested members of the public are turned away
from lectures? Or that they cannot access all scientific
articles? Join in the online discussion.

REACTIES OP...

RESOURCE-ONLINE.NL
THE FALL OF THE PAYMENT WALL

FULL HOUSES

COMMUNICATION PROBLEMS

Universities and publishers are currently
negotiating about embracing ‘open’ publishing, or Open Access (OA). Entomologist
Marcel Dicke explained in an interview why
enthusiasm for OA has cooled.

Once again this year, the Sunday University is
being hosted by the Wageningen municipal
library. Immunologist kicked off the series
with a lecture to a full house.

The BSc in Communication Sciences is
coming up with a plan for improvements. The
aim is to attract more students to this ill-starred programme for next September.

On the first Sunday, there was so much interest
that people had to be turned away at the door.
A pity, thinks Herco van Gelder. Of course it’s
nice to hear scientists outside the walls of academia, but if not everyone can get in, it defeats
the object. Why not shift to ‘the nicest lecture
hall at Wageningen University, the Waaierzaal
in Orion?’ A lot of events in Orion are public,
anyway, volunteers another correspondent.
Stijn van Gils sings the praises of a debate
about the need for pesticides. ‘Okay, it wasn’t
in the Waaierzaal,’ says Van Gils, ‘but even in
smaller classrooms ‘non-students and non-staff
are certainly welcome.’

The news has drawn some embittered responses
online. ‘The course does not belong here,’ is
what De Ingénieur throws at the communication
scientists. Below the belt, especially coming
from someone who has time during lecture hours
to put angry messages on our site. But Piet cannot resist taking up the cudgels. ‘If you are a scientist you probably haven’t studied communication at all, so you are in no position to judge.’
Sadly, that’s all we heard from the Communication Scientists. No sign yet of the plans for improvement. Perhaps they are too busy with the
course.

Dicke is afraid for incentives that will have a
negative effect. It will become attractive for
journals to publish as much as possible, regardless of quality. And at present anyone can still
get published, as it is the reader who pays.
Once authors have to pay, poor researchers will
no longer be able to distribute their results.
‘Very good reasoning,’ writes Stefan Hermans.
‘Pity that more scientists don’t think through
the limitations and possible down sides of open
access for science and for access to pursuing
science.’ An ex-student does come up with a
very creative solution to the rising subscription
costs of university libraries. ‘Why not offer the
general public the chance to become members?’ Members of the public can then read as
many scientific articles as they like for a fixed
sum. ‘Would there be any practical difficulties
with that?’ Millions would probably…
[To read the rest of this premium article, take out
a subscription on Resource. For 50 euros a year
you get access to all our content. Subscribe via
resource@wur.nl ]
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Fuelling
controversy
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Following the publication of a controversial policy paper by the KNAW,
the supporters and opponents of biofuels were at each other’s throats.
The rift runs right through the Wageningen research community. But are
the different standpoints really so far apart?
text: Koen Guiking en Rob Ramaker

‘R

‘Research at infant school level’, an ‘unacceptable political pamphlet’ and a ‘piece of
selecting shopping around in the scientific
literature’. Rarely do such hard words fly
around when professors enter into discussion. But Groningen professor of Energy System Analysis André Faaij blew a fuse during an interview
with the daily paper De Volkskrant on 14 January. The
cause of his fury was a vision paper by the Dutch Royal
Academy of Sciences (KNAW) about biofuels and bio
energy.
The paper argues that the Netherlands should stop
using biomass as fuel or a source of energy. According to
the authors, Wageningen scientists Louise Vet and Rudy
Rabbinge and Amsterdam emeritus professor Martijn
Katan, biofuels and electricity hardly reduce CO2 emissions at all. Whereas biomass can be put to much better
use to produce plastics or chemicals, products which are
currently made from fossil-based resources.
There has been criticism from Wageningen too. Most
scientists who are working on sustainable alternatives to
products made out of fossil fuels – a biobased economy
– reject the view of Vet, Rabbinge and Katan, albeit in
milder terms than Professor Faaij. The authors may
admittedly flag up a burning issue, says Wolter Elbersen
DLO researcher at Food&Biobased Research, but they
miss the mark, partly because they pay too little attention
to recent research. ‘This is just throwing away the baby
with the bathwater.’
Elbersen thinks it is naïve to think that a ‘green’ economy can be created at the drop of a hat. A number of
interim stages are required which are only possible if biomass is temporarily used as fuel, he claims. Companies
get involved in this market because the production of
biofuels is already viable. Their investments make it possible to produce commodities: standard products traded
in many parts of the world, such as verge grass of standard quality or pellets of compressed wood. Such commodities are needed as the basis for a fully-fledged
biobased economy.

STOP THE TRAIN
But Louise Vet, one of the authors of the vision paper, is
not at all convinced by this argument. Vet, herself the
director of NIOO-KNAW and extraordinary professor of
Ecology, thinks the main effect of setting up a heavily
subsidized industry for biofuels is to create stiff competition for biomass. This limits the scope, she believes, for
high-value processing of biomass such as biorefinery.
‘And we must make a real transition,’ says Vet. ‘It is an
illusion that you first build up a certain system only to
abandon it later.’
Vet is not surprised, though, that the KNAW vision is
attracting so much opposition. In a column in the daily
paper Trouw she wrote: ‘We are on a train that is rushing
in the wrong direction and we, as independent researchers, have stepped on the brakes. Painful for those who
have invested a lot in this, financially or scientifically.’ In
her view, researchers should be focusing on much more
exciting innovations such as artificial photosynthesis or
other processes for optimizing the use of energy from
sunlight. Biomass should be used first and foremost for
food and animal feeds, and then for ‘green’ goods and
materials. ‘And if there is some left over and enough
nutrients are being put back into the soil, then we can
burn the rest of that biomass as fuel,’ says Vet.
This categorization on the basis of value is called cascading – a concept Wageningen biobased experts
embraced years ago. ‘All the big research projects working on the replacement of fossil fuels by plant-based fuels
pay a lot of attention to cascading and to making optimal
use of biomass,’ says Harriëtte Bos, DLO researcher at
Food & Biobased Research. Such projects do not just look
at which applications will be most profitable economically, they also analyse the environmental impact thoroughly.
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
Elbersen’s main objection to the KNAW is that it is very
dated. ‘Apart from a couple of comments, the article
could have been written five years ago.’ According to
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Elbersen, many of the criticisms mentioned in the document have already been addressed. For example, the
authors mention that growing crops for (subsidized) biofuels can lead to competition with food crops and nature.
But, says Elbersen, it is already clear that it is perfectly
possible to grow a combination of food and fuel crops. As
evidence he points to an opinion piece by José Graziano
da Silva, secretary general of the World Agriculture
Organization FAO, arguing for the varying the amounts of
fuel crops grown depending on food prices. This would
have a positive, stabilizing effect on food prizes. Da Silva
also points out the biofuels can provide a boost for local
economies. High fossil fuel prices hold back rural development in developing countries. If farmers can supply
biofuels at such times, there will be more local trade,
extra income and thus money for investment. This
pushes up the price per hectare so that more food crops
can be harvested as well.
Louise Vet goes along with this reasoning to a great
extent. ‘A lot is possible on a small scale. Not carting biomass around but closing the cycles locally. African farmers boosting their harvests with biomass? Great. But we
mustn’t plant crops on a large scale that have to be used
as biofuels.’
The vision report also notes that co-firing wood in
power stations harms forests in America and Canada.
Not true, says Gert-Jan Nabuurs, extraordinary professor
of European Forest Resources. In his view, forests do not
disappear on a large scale because of the demand for biomass. ‘In recent decades a lot of progress has been made,
in fact, with improving forest management and labeling
‘good’ wood, with FSC and PEFC certification for
instance. So most of the wood that is used is waste from
sawmills or poor quality wood.’ Nabuurs admits that, as
the KNAW suggests, wood pellets are imported from
North America for burning in Europe. But not at the
expense of forests, he says. ‘In the south-east of the US
there is intensive forestry in a productive area. Certification safeguards the survival of the forests.’ He does see
that the demand for pellets is growing, but says it is compensated for by the declining demand for wood in other
industries.
The pressure on forests in Europe is limited too, says
Nabuurs. ‘Overall, the volume of wood in Europe is growing faster than the rate of harvesting. Without any negative side-effects you can provide 3 to 5 percent of Europe’s
energy from waste and byproducts of wood.’ The aim is to
get 20 percent of Europe’s energy from renewable
resources by 2020. Biomass can provide part of the solution without any problems.
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DON’T PROMOTE UNCRITICALLY
The only part of the vision paper that is broadly supported is its criticism of subsidies for bio-energy. Experts
are worried about the negative impact of subsidies and
‘dumb’ incentives on the ‘green’ economy. ‘It is not good
to stimulate the production of biofuels and energy from
biomass one-sidedly with rules about mixing fuel types
and subsidies,’ says Erik van Seventer, business unit
manager for Biobased Products and Food&Biobased
Research. He is referring to the legal requirement to mix
a percentage of biofuel into fossil fuels, as well as to subsidy regulations which make unprofitable co-firing of biomass profitable. These measures undermine the level
playing field, because there is no subsidy for making bioplastics, for example, whereas that application is much
more sustainable. Van Seventer: ‘So it’s okay that the
writers of the vision document criticize that.’
Van Seventer does not think it sensible to dismiss the
development of bio-energy and biofuels out of hand. The
same goes for uncritically promoting them: ‘We need to
continuously ask ourselves whether we are on the right
path.’ The debate can only contribute to this, in his view.
Vet too is happy that discussion is now going on. Not a
bad result for an article ‘at infant school level’.
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KNAW IN THE PUBLIC DEBATE

PARLIAMENT

This was the first time the KNAW has come out with a vision document – two
pages of straight talking with eight pages of footnotes. With this new approach (its advisory papers were always longer), the organization wants to
make sure its voice is heard. The criticism of the document was no surprise,
said Hans Clevers, KNAW president. ‘We agonized over it; I’ll be honest with
you about that.’ But, thought Clevers, the risk of controversy was not a good
reason to hold back. ‘If we don’t do it, who will? We owe it to our reputation
to speak out. We could have written this advice in 30 years’ time, but it is
too late then.’ This is not the end of the debate. The KNAW will be running a
mini-symposium about biofuels.

The KNAW vision was not only noticed by colleagues and
the press. The document was deliberately published one
day before the debate about the Energy Agreement in the
lower house of the Dutch parliament. During that debate,
the Socialist Party, the Christian Union, and the animal
welfare party (PvdD) asked critical questions about bioenergy explicitly citing the KNAW. Animal welfare party MP
Esther Ouwehand even tabled a motion, still to be voted
on, to stop subsidizing the co-firing of wood in power stations.

How is the
development of a
‘green’ economy
in the Netherlands
going?
Read on
Resource-online.nl
how the top sectors
are frustrating
biobased research.
Click on the Achtergrond
tab for our article (in Dutch)
‘Groene economie op de
handrem’.
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JOIN THE QUEUE
The Wageningen rush hour – or quarter of an hour.
It has always been busy in peak hours at the traffic
lights on the Bornsesteeg. But now between 8.15
and 8.30 in the morning it is crazy. This is because
the cycle path past Rikilt is closed while the bus
lane is under construction. Solutions for the
congestion on the Bornsesteeg are on the drawing
board (see the Campus Ringroad story elsewhere in
this number). For now the only answer is: get up
five minutes earlier. RK, photo Guy Ackermans
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Surrounded by ebola
Two Wageningen UR staff members have gone to the ebolastricken region of Sierra Leone as volunteers. The aim: to set
up a mobile lab for identifying the virus quickly. They are
confronted with the effects of the deadly disease on a daily
basis. ‘One day after the test the patient was dead.’
text: Albert Sikkema / photo: Bart Kooi

S

ince March 2014, West Africa has been
plagued by an outbreak of the ebola virus.
There have been 9000 registered deaths
already in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea,
but the true number of victims is thought to
be much higher. The virus can be transmitted through saliva and sweat. A handshake or a sneeze
can be enough to spread this deadly disease.

Combatting the virus is complicated by the fact that
the initial symptoms are the same as those of malaria or
flu. Local hospitals lack the technology to identify the
virus in blood, so patients are only quarantined when it is
too late. To solve the problem the Netherlands recently
shipped three mobile ebola labs to Sierra Leone and
Liberia.
One of the labs is being run by Bart Kooi and Heleen
Klos, who work at the Central Veterinary Institute in
Lelystad, a Wageningen UR institute which works on
combatting and prevention animal diseases. They volunteered for the job. Together with an ex-CVI worker and a
doctor from the Erasmus Medical Centre, they set up and
started using the first lab container or ‘hospitainer’ at the
beginning of January. Bart Kooi answered our questions
from Sierra Leone by email.
Can you describe where you are now?
‘We are now in Koidu City, the capital of the most eastern
province of Sierra Leone. Koidu is the country’s diamond
centre and was one of the flashpoints of the civil war in
this country. Our workplace is on the compound of a
local clinic, the Wellbody Alliance. Here we set up our
hospitainer ¬– a large shipping container equipped as an
analysis lab.’
Is the project going to plan?
‘From the moment we arrived in December we have been
working 12 hours a day. Everything here had to be set up
and organized. Our hospitainer turned out to be too
small for all the things we need. So we had a fence built
around the lab to create an outdoor space where we could
take samples safely.
On 10 January a big truck arrived, full of lab material
from the Netherlands. That enabled us to equip our lab
and carry out all sorts of tests to see whether the apparatus and procedures worked well. We did the first full
round of tests on our own blood. Fortunately that went
well. The vice president of Sierra Leone officially opened
the Dutch ebola lab on 16 January.’
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Are you already doing ebola tests?
‘Yes, we tested the first real blood samples on 13 January.
A Red Cross ambulance brought us the first samples.
Heleen got to open them. Six hours later the first PCR test
results were ready and we saw on our screen that there
were positive samples. We really felt extremely sad –
alongside the excitement of having completed the first
test successfully. The next day we heard that one of the
patients we had tested was dead. That really brings you
right down to earth: ebola is for real. People are still dying
now.’
What is it like to live in an ebola area?
‘At first sight there is not much to show for it. You don’t
see sick people on the streets, where it seems like business as usual. There are an awful lot of checkpoints along
the road, and billboards warning about ebola. Here and
there, there are buckets of chlorinated water for disinfecting your hands. And at official places such as District
Ebola Response Centres your temperature is taken when
you go in.’
How do you deal with it?
‘There is a ‘no contact’ regime in force here, so you don’t
shake hands or touch anyone. And then you have to be
very careful. In and around the lab we wear protective
clothing of course, although not as heavy-duty as what
nurses wear in the hospitals. Today I popped into town
with a colleague to get a few things at the supermarket.
You can do that as usual, but there too you avoid physical
contact with people.’

Where are you staying?
‘We are staying at the Diamond Lodge Hotel Koidu, also
known as the Russian Palace because it is owned by the
Sierra Leonean ambassador to Russia. Superficially it
looks very luxurious, with spacious apartments, lots of
marble and glossy Chinese imported goods. But nothing
is finished. And I’ve been having cold showers for over a
week for lack of hot water.’
What strikes you most about the country?
‘The life on the streets, the dust, the bad roads and the
open air slaughterhouse complete with vultures. But
what has touched me most is people’s enthusiasm, their
friendliness and the positive attitude, even after years of
civil war and now this ebola epidemic. I find that really
incredible and humbling.’

VOLUNTARY WORK
Bart Kooi and Heleen Klos have been sent out for four to six weeks by Netherlands
Enterprise Agency RVO, and are working in Sierra Leone with Partners in Health.
They have taken unpaid leave but Wageningen UR will make sure they continue to
receive their pay while they are in Sierra Leone. This is possible because of all the
days off donated by colleagues. Want to join in? You can contribute a day (8 hours)
or part of one by sending an email to rieske.troost@wur.nl. Mention the ebola campaign and your department in the subject line, and explain which sort of day off and
how many hours you are donating. Besides Bart and Heleen, six other CVI workers
have volunteered to staff the ebola lab. They will probably be sent out in the coming months.
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No way around a
Campus ringroad?
eg
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Does Wageningen UR need a new ringroad
around the campus? Strictly speaking, no,
say traffic studies by the Province. Yet the
ringroad remains an attractive option.
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T

here is one thing even sworn enemies can agree on: when it comes
to the traffic to and from the campus, it can’t go on like this. You
don’t have to be a traffic expert to
see that. Every day the morning and
evening rush hours create long queues on the
Mansholtlaan and the Nijenoord Allee. It has
been like this for years and will not change
unless drastic steps are taken, show studies
published by the Province of Gelderland at the
end of last year.
To give an impression of the prognosis: in
2030 in the morning rush hour, 700 cars will
want to get onto campus at Atlas every hour.
That is 300 more than now. This is based on
current projections of the development of campus. It will take three times as long to get from
the motorway to the campus in the morning.
And to get off the campus in the evening will
take twice as long as it does now. The roundabout near Atlas will not be able to cope with
this traffic and the morning queues from the
motorway will be up to one and a half kilometres long. In the evenings traffic on the campus will even be at a standstill on the Droevendaalsesteeg and Bronland.
CAMPUS RINGROAD
The pressure on the Mansholtlaan could be
solved relatively easily by upgrading the current shortcut via the Bornsesteeg to make it a
real entry point to the campus. This is already
planned for this year as a temporary measure.
This new northern junction will take the pressure off the Mansholtlaan, say traffic experts
from Haskoning/DHV. But it doesn’t solve
everything. There will still be tailbacks on the
campus itself, especially during the evening
rush hour. And it makes no difference at all to
the traffic on the Nijenoord Allee. It will take
more than this to solve the problem there. A
great many alternatives have been considered,
ranging from a major ringroad around the
Noordwest and Kortenoord neighbourhoods to
a road cutting right across the campus. And
from a smaller ringroad just around the campus to widening existing roads.
Most of these options have been dismissed
as unrealistic, but the campus ringroad option
and the widening of existing roads have been
elaborated on. Both alternatives solve the traffic problems but they have far-reaching consequences. Especially for Wageningen UR and its
neighbours in Noordwest.

Widening the Mansholtlaan and the Nijenoord Allee seems the most straightforward

option at first sight. Both roads would be widened to two lanes each way, and the Atlas
roundabout would be replaced with traffic
lights (and a tunnel for cyclists) or with a split
level roundabout with a tunnel for traffic continuing down the Mansholtlaan. There would
then be no entrance to the campus via the
Bornsesteeg.
Better traffic flow on the Mansholtlaan
would mean additional traffic on the Nijenoord Allee. In that case the junction at the
Bornsesteeg, where thousands of cyclists cross
the road on their way to the campus (see box)
would require drastic improvement. The province proposes a similar split level roundabout
here to the one proposed for the Mansholtlaan.
OPPOSITION FROM RESIDENTS
The biggest advantage of these changes is that
they do not entail building new roads, only new
lanes on existing roads. Nor is any nature or
landscape sacrificed. On the other hand, Wageningen is still only accessible from the north by
one route. In that respect, the campus ringroad
scenario offers better prospects. A campus ringroad would ensure that the traffic is divided
over two routes. In this plan, the campus actually gains three entrances: the current one at
Atlas, a northern one at the Bornsesteeg and a
western one at Rikilt. There would be no lanes
added to the Mansholtlaan or the Nijenoord
Allee and the existing Atlas roundabout would
remain. The problem of cyclists on the Bornsesteeg can be solved with a split-level roundabout, but that would not be strictly necessary
as there would be much less traffic on the Nijenoord Allee.
The campus ringroad is definitely the best
option for Wageningen UR. Not only does it
make the campus accessible from all directions without making a detour, but it can also
be built on Wageningen UR’s own land, if necessary at a good distance from the Noordwest
neighbourhood. What is more, estimates so far
suggest that a campus ringroad is by far the
cheapest option. However, it is by no means a
foregone conclusion. Some Noordwest residents fiercely oppose the idea of a new road in
the Binnenveld. The local council is wary of
new roads, too, if there is any other option. The
executive board of Wageningen UR is (wisely)
biding its time and does not wish to make its
position known at present.

CROSSING THE ROAD

Crossing the main road at the Bornsesteeg
is a nightmare. It was calculated in
September last year that during the busiest
15 minutes of the rush hour (08.15-08.30),
467 cyclists crossed the road there from the
Churchillweg. And that does not count the
cyclists crossing from the other side of the
road. One in eight cyclists ignored a red
light. Six thousand cyclists cross the road
here every day, making the Bornsesteeg one
of the busiest cycle paths in the country.
The crossing points to the campus to the
west and east are pretty busy too: 4000
cyclists at the Rooseveltweg and 2000 at
the Droevendaalsesteeg. For cyclists, a splitlevel roundabout (cyclists above ground and
cars on the Nijenoord Allee underground) is
the best and safest option. If the campus
ringroad is created, a simple widening of
the cycle paths at the crossroads would
suffice, as the volume of traffic would be
halved.

BIKES

Could the traffic problem be solved by
getting more staff on their bikes? Probably
not. Six out of ten staff already cycle to
work, a study two years ago showed. That is
twice the national average. Two out of three
staff live less than 15 kilometres from
their workplace. Forty percent
live less than seven and a half
kilometres away. There have
been several campaigns in
the last two years to
promote cycling. These
pilots showed that most
can be gained from
promoting the e-bike
and e-scooter.
Several charging
points have been
established. A fast bus
service will start
crossing the campus
this year.

The public had until the end of December to respond to
the studies by the Province. The results will be presented shortly at an information evening. Then the
plans will be thrown into the political arena.
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CLIMATE CAMPAIGN:

WARM RECEPTION
OR COLD SHOWER?

For a whole week, the thermostat was turned down in most Wageningen
UR buildings. The organizers of this ‘Warm Sweater Week’ hope to do
their bit towards a green world. From 19 to 23 January, students and
staff had to wear an extra woolly. Is there much point to a campaign like
this? Or are the chilly buildings just a big source of irritation?
text: Rob Goossens

Zephyr (Vietnam)

Student of International Horticulture
‘No, I didn’t dress any differently – I
wear this hat because I like it. I did
see that it was Warm Sweater Week
but luckily it’s not very cold at the
moment. It is good to pay attention
to the climate, because the weather
is changing a lot. I understand that it’s getting warmer
here in the Netherlands. But in Vietnam, where I come
from, it’s getting colder. In the north there is even snow at
certain altitudes. Either way, there are climate changes
going on that deserves our attention. But I don’t know
whether this is the right approach. Turning down the heating might help a little, but all those sweaters have to be manufactured and transported too. I can’t see any statistical basis for the impact of this kind of campaign. But perhaps it
is enough to raise awareness around the climate theme.’

Jeffrey van Houten

Student of Forest and Nature
Management
‘That I am warmly dressed has less to
do with Warm Sweater Week than
with the fact that I’ve just got back
from Ethiopia. I don’t seem to be able
to cope with the cold as well, it’s terrible. Hopefully it will change soon. I think the Warm Sweater Week is a good initiative, given that the effects of climate change are gradually becoming visible. In Ethiopia I
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saw how the habitat for pelicans is getting smaller and
smaller. But in the end you can only change anything if
everyone makes choices for themselves. Personally, I eat
hardly any meat, partly on account of climate considerations.’

Nina van der Linden

Student of Nutrition & Health
‘I feel the cold anyway, so when I
heard about this campaign I put on
some extra layers. You can notice
that the temperature in the Forum is
lower than usual. But I understand
the reasoning of course. Climate
change is a problem, but to be honest I don’t do much
about it myself. A campaign like this does make you think
about it, so it helps with awareness raising. And prompted
by the Warm Sweater Week, I had a heated discussion with a
housemate who thinks the campaign is totally ridiculous. So
it has put the topic on the agenda.’

Henk Veyen

Works on the IT Helpdesk in the
Forum
‘I found out it was Warm Sweater
Week on Monday morning. It was
cold in my office in the Actio building. You should give plenty of publicity to this kind of campaign, and
there wasn’t enough this time. Apart from that, I think
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there are better ways of reducing CO2 emissions, like banning all those petrol-guzzling old-timers. Or switching off
the lights at unused work stations. That works better than
bothering people with measures that make the workplace
uncomfortable. Not that I don’t care about the environment, because I do. I cycle to work almost every day, 13 kilometres there and back. And I’ve gradually upgraded the
insulation of my house. To me those kinds of measures
are better than this. You shouldn’t make your life a misery.’

Eva Bookelaar

Student of Biology
‘I read about it but I didn’t notice any
change in the temperature. But then
I don’t feel the cold easily, and I keep
the heating on low at home. I approve of the campaign; after all our
planet needs to last a bit longer. So
you should give some thought to maintenance. Although
you do hear different stories about the impact of climate

change. I find that difficult sometimes. But I am in favour
of playing it safe and just making more sparing use of everything that can save on fossil fuels.’

Thomas Blondeau

Student of Food Technology
‘I know about the Warm Sweater
Week. You can feel that it’s a bit cooler, but it isn’t a big difference. A campaign of this sort is largely symbolic,
with the aim of reminding you about
the climate. Although I don’t think
that is really necessary for most Wageningen students.
They tend to be well aware of the problem: last year global
temperatures went up by 0.7 degrees. But it is not easy to
come up with a solution. CO2 is not easily absorbed and
going back to a pre-industrial society is not really realistic,
I think. People will have to change their behaviour and a
sweater campaign like this might help. Because let’s face
it: it is ridiculous to be going around in a T shirt indoors
when it is freezing outside.’
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PLAYING WITH
IDEAS IN
YOUR GROUP
MERIJN KERSTENS

Marijke, Merijn and Anouk
are three of the 31 students
in the first cohort of honours
students. Resource asked them
about their experiences on the
introductory course back in
June. How are they getting on
now?

ANOUK MULDER

MARIJKE ZONNENBERG

SECOND YEAR BIOLOGY

SECOND YEAR INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

SECOND YEAR FOOD TECHNOLOGY

In June he said: ‘We didn’t get the clear
assignment we’d expected and were left to
our own devices a lot. It is your own
responsibility to do something. You may
assume all the participants are nerds or
outstanding students, but they’re not. It was
really chill and I hadn’t expected that at all.’

In June she said: ‘I really like the
introduction course but it wasn’t terribly
challenging. You didn’t have to do much for
it, just attend a lecture on Monday evenings
and read a book, and that was it. I hope that
we will get all sorts of other opportunities,
like some experience in the business world
and the chance to go to summer schools.’

In June she said: ‘Even though Food
Technology was a conscious choice, my
interests are much broader. I don’t really
have expectations for next year. I’ll see how
it goes and everything I learn is a nice extra.
I don’t have a sense of being privileged
because everyone could apply. The selection
process was really good so there will be a
good reason if you weren’t picked in the
end.’

‘We are now in a really great phase of the
programme. We can do anything we like. We
organize activities for each other, trying things
out in our groups and getting in-depth
assignments from teachers. That freedom took
some getting used to at first. There were a lot of
new ideas and we didn’t know where we stood.
But you grow into it. Now we have even more
freedom, but that is very nice. For instance, I
am helping a professor with a
project a student abandoned. It’s
rather fun that a second-year
BSc student like me is
working on a Master’s
thesis. I am nice and busy,
but not only with the
Honours Programme. It
doesn’t take up much time –
an afternoon or a day a week. I
have enough time for other
things. I get to party as well.’

‘It is terribly busy at times. There are evenings
when I think: could I please have an evening to
myself? But then there you are in an abattoir on
Monday morning at nine thirty seeing how
5000 pigs are slaughtered. I would never have
seen that otherwise. I spend an average of four
hours a week on the Honours Programme.
They say it should cost 10 hours a week but I
haven’t noticed that yet. Maybe it will be busier
later when you round off the
project.
I am still actively
involved in my study
association Nicolas
Appert. Starting at the
end of February I am
going to do a year on the
board. I think I can do
that as well. If you
manage your time well,
there is no problem. And
that evening to myself I
get on Saturday evenings
at my parents’. There’s
just so much I want to
do.’ LvdN

PHOTOS: GUY ACKERMANS
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‘The great thing about the Honours
Programme, for me, is that it is sociable. Our
group is very nice and everyone is relaxed.
There is no question of internal competition.
We are simply motivated students who like
doing extra-curricular activities. My wish to
look for some experience in the business world
has come true. We will soon be going to the
Microsoft office in Amsterdam. Doors open
more easily for honours students. To be honest
I haven’t done much towards my assignments
yet. It is up to you when you do them and
because you really are allowed to do anything,
you quickly lose your focus. I can see that in my
fellow students too. That openness is a
stumbling block, but it
does teach you to be
assertive. I’m not
worried about my
tendency to
procrastinate.
When I have to get
something done, I
do. So it will be
alright.’
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PORING OVER
REGURGITATED BONES
Wednesday evening at 18.30. Lectures ended some time ago.
About 30 biology students have gathered on the top floor of the Forum.
Their aim: to spend a jolly evening taking apart owl pellets.
Owls have some pretty extraordinary eating
habits. The predators swallow their prey,
mostly mice, whole. The indigestible parts
are not excreted but stay in the stomach, explains Daan Drukker of the BOA (Biology
Outdoor Association), which organized this
event. ‘Eventually the owl pukes up a slimy
ball of hairs, feathers and bones. And voilà,
an owl pellet. We take the bones out of the
dried up pellet and we can see exactly what
the owl has eaten.’
SKULL
For this evening the delightful little lumps
are laid out on plastic plates waiting to be
sifted through. The atmosphere is relaxed.
Biology students come to this event out of
interest, mainly. But taking owl pellets apart
is not as easy as you might think. The bones
are fragile, so it takes a steady hand and concentration to extract them from the tangle
of hairs and feathers. But the reward is great
when a complete skull emerges from the
ball. All the bones that are found may be
taken home. Then the patient student faces
a new challenge. Reconstructing a whole
skeleton from the bones.
IDENTIFYING MICE
‘But that is not the only reason we do this,’
says Rens de Boer, who is involved in the organization as well. ‘We record the animal
species we find on waarnemingen.nl [a site
for recording nature observations, ed.]. We
also record where today’s owl pellets came
from. That provides valuable information.
Not so much about the owl itself as about
the distribution of mouse species in Wageningen and other parts of the country. Because it is hard for people to spot mice in
the wild. Luckily for us, it’s not so hard for
the owl.’ CN
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EYES SHUT
Eye witnesses at a crime scene
remember more details if they
close their eyes, found a study by
the University of Surrey. Witnesses
who closed their eyes answered
one quarter more questions accurately. So don’t hesitate to close
your eyes now and then during an
exam. ‘I’m thinking!’ Won’t do
much for you if you haven’t
revised, of course.

IN VITRO MEAT
American researchers (at Duke University) have succeeded in growing
human muscle tissue from stem
cells. A big step for medical science. And for the in vitro meat
industry. The first human burger
could just be a matter of time. And
taste of course.

FORGOTTEN
Want to discover some new species? Visit a museum. Bruno Massa
from Italy discovered four new
species of cricket in European natural history museums. One had
been waiting to be discovered for
100 years. Captured, stored and
forgotten. According to Massa
there is much more biodiversity
waiting to be dusted off and identified.

SUCCESS
Mountaineers from hierarchical
societies reach the top more often.
On the other hand, they meet their
deaths more often too. These findings have come out of an analysis
of Everest expeditions. Mountaineers with a great respect for
authority are more likely to follow
their leader blindly without questioning his or her decisions. Obedient to the last. Or to the top.

Fund-raising for minor
in the Caribbean
Using crowd-funding to fund part
of your studies. It could become
a trend now that Dutch students
will no longer be getting the
basis grant. Richella Parker and
Jaimy Coster are blazing the trail.
The second-year students of International Development Studies
want to do a minor at the University of Curacao. The tuition fees
alone come to nearly 1800 euros
apiece. ‘We really can’t raise that
through our part-time jobs, so we
have started a campaign,’ says Coster. ‘We’ll pay all the costs of our
flight and accommodation ourselves,’ adds Parker.
The pair got to know each other
on their course. They are best
friends and do voluntary work together at the Ronald McDonald
House in Arnhem. In the coming
months they are going to do their
best to draw attention to their fundraising campaign. ‘We are going
to sell food, run cooking workshops and stand at markets to tell
people about our plans and the
possibility of sponsoring us,’ says
Coster. ‘Richella is a good cook
and has experience of running
workshops,’ adds Parker. ‘Only after 14 February will we actively
start recruiting sponsors, because
until then we are very busy with exams and resits.’ But the two keen
students do post news of their
sponsorship activities almost every
day on facebook.com/jointhejourney.
Richella (l) and Jaimy

CURACAO ROOTS
After getting their degrees, Coster
and Parker want to do development work in Central or South
America. As well as taking courses
in the law faculty at the university,
they will also visit several development projects on the Caribbean island. Coster explains: ‘I was on Bonaire in November. It struck me
how much there is still to be done
in relation to children’s rights.
RESOURCE — 29 January 2015

Corporal punishment, for instance, is still very normal in
schools. Coster, who has roots in
Curacao, knew at once: I want to
do something about this. And preferably on the island her father
comes from. Her friend Parker,
who came to the Netherlands from
Suriname two year ago to study,
had previously decided to do a minor in Suriname. Parker: ‘But we

thought: if we both want to go to
that region, let’s go to the same
place.’ They chose Curacao for
practical reasons: unlike Suriname, the semesters in Curacao
run parallel to the teaching periods at Wageningen, so they will
not fall behind in their programme. KG
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The story so far: Willem-Jan and Filippo get on pretty
well these days – give or take the odd explosion. Not
long ago, Willem-Jan even gave Filippo his cast-off
games computer.

Fyra
O

n the TV screen a little circle had been rotating
aimlessly for minutes. Filippo pushed his hair out
of his eyes and got out of bed. Now this. He’d had his
Playstation for three weeks and now it wasn’t recognizing games. Cursing, he took out the disc and
pushed it back several times. No joy. On consulting
Youtube it was soon clear what the problem was – a
dirty laser lens. Which you could clean yourself. Bang
went the lazy Sunday he was planning on. Grumpily, he
unplugged his games computer and went downstairs. In his
own room he would only lose the screws amidst the piles of
paper, clothes and junk.
‘What are you doing?’ asked Vera, coming in an hour later.
Filippo had now unscrewed the cover and was watching a
film to see what to do next.
‘Cleaning my Playstation.’
‘Wow, you are going to open it up yourself. That’s daring of
you.’ Vera made tea and watched with interest over her
breakfast. The glass in front of Filippo filled up with screws
until the workings of the machine were visible.
‘This is the hard part. I mustn’t break any of these small
cables’. At that very moment Willem-Jan emerged from his
room. He stretched and wandered, yawning, into the living
room. Vera saw Filippo frown. ‘Filippo is repairing your old
Playstation himself,’ she said. ‘Cool, eh?’Willem-Jan came
over to the sofa.
‘You mean someone from the country that produced the
Fyra is opening up my old Playstation? Su-per-cool, yes!’ He
shuffled into the kitchen to make coffee. Filippo didn’t take

the bait but slowed down noticeably.
Everyone watched over their breakfasts as he cleaned the
lens with a bit of alcohol on a cotton bud. Then he carefully
put the whole thing back together again. By early afternoon
he had the casing back on.
‘That went well, I guess.’ By the time he came back from
putting away the screwdriver, Willen-Jan had quickly printed out the Fyra logo and stuck it on the Playstation.
‘Ha ha,’ said Filippo sarcastically. But he broke out into a
sweat. What if it didn’t work? Full of curiosity, his housemates followed him upstairs. Filippo quickly connected up
the computer and pressed Play. Nothing.
‘Fuuuuck.’
‘You have to plug it into the socket, Dumbo,’ said Vera. A
red-faced Filippo switched on the current. It felt as though
the computer deliberately started up as slowly as it possibly could. Carefully, he inserted a DVD. The disc began to
turn. Carried on turning. And it was off.
‘Yes!’ yelled Filippo. ‘Ladies and gentlemen, the Fyra will
arrive shortly at Wageningen Central Station.’

Resource follows events at Mortierstraat 14B

Competition puts student interests back on the agenda
For two years now, Wageningen
has lacked a students’ union to
stand up for students’ interests.
But ex-board members of the
former WSO are still hoping for a
new initiative. They are offering
up to 1000 euros for the best idea
for giving new impetus to support
for students’ interests.
Nico Claassens was once an active
member of WSO and is now on the

board of the Arion Foundation,
which is responsible for the student
union’s legacy. ‘So much is going on
at the moment. Student grants are
being abolished and everyone in
Wageningen is just sitting back and
watching it happen. Who is going to
keep an overview of the developments here?’ In 2012 the Wageningen Student Organization (WSO)
went under. The organization had
been limping along for some years

already. But there was a time when
you couldn’t avoid WSO. Nico: ‘In
WSO’s golden years, everyone in
Wageningen was a member.’
Yet the initiators of the competition are not necessarily looking for a
new union. Nico: ‘The WSO was oldfashioned and many students no
longer felt at home in it. Now we are
keen to stimulate a new form of student activism. We don’t know
ourselves exactly what that will look

like, so we have deliberately left the
question as open as possible. Do
you have an idea for standing up for
students? Let us know; we are very
curious.’
The Students4Students Award
2015 offers a prize of up to €1000
for the best idea in areas such as
quality of education, sustainability
or academic training. Any student
can have a go. The deadline is 21 February. RA
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>> PARTIES
The best parties according to
Wageningen Uitgaans Promotie. See
www.wageningenup.nl for all parties.

CAFÉ DANIELS – POPCULTUUR: LIVE BANDS
Friday 30 January from 22.00 to 04.00
After a few singer-songwriters, Popcultuur
Wageningen now offers two more boisterous
bands. The one man band Dead Cat Stimpy and
the sweaty, raw and psychedelic The Naked
Sweat Drips will be performing in Café Daniels.
And it’s Jack Friday in Café Daniels: order a Jack
Daniels and get a free coke.
ANNIE’S KROEG – ROCK ’N ROLL
Thursday 5 February from 20.00 to 04.00
There aren’t many rock parties in Wageningen.
So if you are a rock fan, seize your chance and
get down to Annie’s. On 5 February all the rock
fans will gather here to listen to the sturdy
sounds of some of the better rock bands.
Annie’s Kroeg is on the ground floor of the
Asserpark block of student flats.

SSR-W – OPEN PARTY ‘DATING IN THE DARK’
Thursday 12 February from 22.00 to 05.00
The theme of the Blacklight Valentine’s Party at
SSR-W is ‘dating in the dark’. Put on your best
white outfit and who knows, you might meet
your Valentine here. No problem for the Winter
AID participants, because they get in free.
Others have to pay 3 euros entrance.

This feature is provided by the
Wageningen-UP team.

>> THE WORKS
KEPT AWAKE BY
MATING FOSSAS
Who: Lisa Broekhuizen
What: Course on International Conservation at the
Tropical Biology Association
Where: Madagascar, Kirindy Forest
‘It is not luxurious of course. In Madagascar we slept in tiny wooden
huts with just a little water for washing yourself – two buckets per person per day. You took showers in a little hut without light. When we ate,
insects often flew or crawled onto the food. A lot of insects in Madagascar haven’t been named yet, so it was quite possible that an unidentified species was sitting on your rice. Fossas played the leading role
during my stay. They are feline predators which are only found on
Madagascar, and are rare there. My teacher, who was doing research on
fossas, had only seen them from a distance. But this time they came
very nearby. One fossa came right into our dining room to drink water.
Another female specimen decided to pick my hut for her amorous escapades. I could hear her mating under the floor, right beneath my bed.
Night after night. The problem is that mating fossas sound like a cross
between copulating humans and fighting cats, only 100 times louder. If
you went into the hut during the day you sometimes woke up the fossas
and they just went at it again.
During the day I carried out forest inventories. On one day we might
have to inventorize 25 square metres of forest. That doesn’t sound a lot,
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but if you think about the fact that there are often 25 bamboo plants
per square metre, it was quite a job. We had lectures after dark, because
it was too light during the day to see the projection from the beamer.
I went to Antanarivo, the capital, as well. As Madagascar is one of the
poorest countries in the world, we had to take good care of our belongings. But you can make mistakes about that too. One time we were followed by a group of street children, which automatically made me extra
alert about my stuff. But they had other ideas entirely, as we realized
when they started posing. They stood smiling for a photo and then
most of them ran away before they could see the result. Next time I will
take a polaroid camera along so I can give them a photo.’ AJ
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APPZ
Apps come in all varieties.
Useful, innovative, exciting,
amusing and completely pointless.
Hundreds of new ones come out
every week. Resource picked
out a few that stand out, and
of course we are open to
suggestions. Email your find
to tip.resource@wur.nl

MEANWHILE IN... <<
Meanwhile in… Indonesia

In the news: In Indonesia on Sunday 18 January six prisoners
found guilty of trading drugs were executed by a firing squad.
One of them was Ang Kiem Soei, the first Dutch person to be
executed in Indonesia since independence.
Commentary by Widya Putra, an MSc student of Food Quality
Management from Indonesia.
‘At secondary school we received stern warnings about the
dangers of drugs. In 2011, 15,000 Indonesians died as a result
of drug abuse, most of them young people. I know as well that
it is not difficult to get hold of drugs, even if you are under 18.
The government is extra alert to drug abuse because it
hampers the country’s development. Many of my
acquaintances support that vision and they see the death
sentence as something that is just part of our legal system.
Indonesia is still a developing country, goes the reasoning, so
it has to crack down on its social problems.
I do think the death sentence is an effective deterrent for the
drugs trade. Foreigners coming to Indonesia should be aware
of the drugs policy. If they start trading, apparently they are
willing to take the risk. But personally I am against the death
sentence because of my religious beliefs. In Buddhism you are
never allowed to kill someone. Even if someone has done
something terribly wrong we prefer to forgive them so that
they get the chance to become a better person.
Indonesia has a special relationship with the Netherlands
because of our shared history. Relations have steadily
improved in recent years. Before the elections last year a group
of Dutch ministers and businessmen came on a visit to explore
the possibilities for collaboration and investments. It said on
the news that our governments were now standing together on
an equal footing. I can’t say whether the execution of a Dutch
person will change that. Of course it is not a good sign that the
Dutch ambassador has been called back.’ PT

POCKET!
Seen something interesting on the internet but no
time to read it now, and you don’t want 1000 open
tabs? Store articles, websites, recipes and films in
this app so you can look at them later on any gadget
(and offline too) on the sofa over a cup of tea.
FREE

EASYBIB
A quick and easy way to keep your bibliography up
to date. Scan the barcode of the book you are
referring too and when you are done you get a nice
overview which you can email to yourself or stick at
the end of your paper.
FREE

WORRYBOX
Stop worrying about your internship, your thesis,
your money troubles or your beer belly. With
Worrybox you can get some perspective on your
problems by keeping a kind of diary. The app helps
you to think more constructively by asking specific questions. It also
gives tips on how to relax.
€0.89

Laan der Verenigde Naties 150
www.cinemec.nl / 0900 - 321 0 321
Film

Metropolitan Opera,
live from New York

sun
1 feb

THURSDAY € 3,–
STUDENT DISCOUNT

Les Contes
d’Hoffmann

English Theatre,
from The Old Vic

wed
4 feb

The Crucible

TO THE OPERA OR ENGLISH THEATRE
FOR A REDUCED PRICE (€ 12,50)

CineMec Advertentie voor Resource 150129 UK.indd 1

23-01-15 13:16
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Deadline for submissions (max. 75
words): one week before publication
date. Mail: resource@wur.nl

Classified
Farmers’ Foundation seeks coordinator from 1 May (part-time, 18
hours p/w)
Organize activities which stimulate
critical attitudes among students, the
general public, farmers and policymakers, and put healthy, equitable
farming on the map. The Farmers’
Foundation builds bridges between
agricultural practice and theory, and
organizes excursions, discussions,
lectures and courses.
Letter of motivation with CV by 1
March to: st.boerengroep@wur.nl
Join the exchange project to Romania: Supermarket vs local producer
= social development?
A farmers organization from Romania
organizes a youth activity entitled
‘Supermarket vs local producer = so-

resource-unii 150126.indd 1
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cial development’. 35 Young participants from 5 EU countries will analyse and find solutions to growing
problems related to unsustainable
food consumption trends in our societies and social issues connected
with food consumption in the EU.
Seven students from Wageningen are
welcome to join! Date: March 23-31.
Price: € 50 (including transport, food
and accommodation)
Venue: Cristuru Secuiesc (Romania)
Registration: email st.boerengroep@
wur.nl before 13th of February.
INFO: WWW.BOERENGROEP.NL

Beekeeping for beginners
Always wanted to learn how to keep
bees? This is your chance! The Wageningen bee team and the Farmers’
Foundation are organizing a course
on beekeeping for beginners. The
course consists of four theory classes
and six practical classes.
Apply by 15 February by email to
roosgeit@hotmail.com
Info: www.boerengroep.nl

Biomimicry Global Design Challenge
on Food Systems and Food Security
Biomimicry , or ‘the art of asking nature for advice’ is a new sciencebased way of thinking about the big
challenges of our time so as to tackle
them in innovative, integral and sustainable ways. Biomimicry is linked
to longer established technological
bio-related disciplines such as Biomimetica and Bionica, but its approach
is more transdisciplinary. The Wageningen approach is especially highpotential for this field. Students and
professionals are invited to take part
in the Biomimicry Global Design
Challenge on the theme: Food systems – Food security.
REGISTRATION AND INFO:
HTTP://CHALLENGE.BIOMIMICRY.ORG/

IVN Ede organizes training as
school guide for primary schoolchildren
As a volunteer with this project you
go into the countryside with children
from Ede primary schools. The excur-

sions focus on topics such as pollarding willows, the toad migration, the
forest in spring, water creatures and
the forest in autumn. On Wednesday
18 February there is an information
morning about the course, which
trains you as a school guide (from
March to November.
REGISTRATION AND INFO: INEKE JANSONIUS 0317413 884 / SPELONKNATUURBELEVEN@GMAIL.COM /
WWW.IVN-EDE.NL

agenda
Thursday 29 January to Wednesday
11 February

FILMS FOR STUDENTS
Filmhouse Movie W is screening a lot
of films. Under the Skin is a hypnotizing SF thriller in which an alien woman seduces men in a Scottish landscape. Whiplash, an exciting drama
involving a student drummer and a
tyrannical teacher, is about musical
inspiration. Sunset Boulevard is a tragi-cynical classic about a faded silent
movie start trying to make a come-
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back. Mommy is a grim story about a
widow struggling to bring up her unruly son, with incredible teamwork
from the actors.

BREGT (GEO-INFORMATION
SCIENCE) ON HOW SPATIAL
THINKING BROADENS OUR
PERSPECTIVE.

INFO:WWW.MOVIE-W.NL

Does using a Satnav lead to less spatial awareness? Can women read
maps better than men? How come we
can find our way in some cities but
get lost in others? And what do
graphic artist Escher and multifaceted Greek philosopher Eratosthenes
have in common?

Thursday 29 january 18.00

UPCYCLING WORKSHOP. DON’T
WANT TO WASTE THE WASTE?
UPCYCLE IT!
Convert your waste into something
new! Turn tin cans into lanterns, magazines into butterflies, beer lids into
jewellery and much more... Need distraction in the exam week, looking for
a new hobby or want to make a creative present? Come to the Upcycling
Workshop and learn about the art of
giving waste new life!
Grab a bite to eat after class/studying
and join us for free! See you there.
Venue: Forum C314.
LIMITED AMOUNT OF SPACE SO SUBSCRIBE BY
EMAIL TO GREENOFFICE@WUR.NL

Sunday 1 February 15.00

SUNDAY UNIVERSITY AT THE
TOWN LIBRARY: PROF. ARNOLD

VENUE: BBLTHK, STATIONSTRAAT 2, WAGENINGEN

Tuesday 3 February 15.30-17.45
Seminar & Debate: World without
pesticides: Paradise / Hunger
A world without pesticides sounds
beautiful. Suddenly, no worries about
toxic compounds in the environment.
How realistic is such a dream? Is it
feasible to feed the world with realistic alternatives? Are agrochemicals
really so harmful to the environment?
Two experts with a completely different background will discuss these issues with you: Joris Tielen (Bayer
CropScience) & Prof. Ingolf Steffan-

Dewenter (University of Würzburg).
SIAS (Sustainable Intensification of
Agricultural Systems) is a bimonthly
seminar at Wageningen University organized by PhD students working on
topics related to agriculture.
Venue: Orion C2005
SUBSCRIPTION VIA: WWW.WSIAS.NL

Tuesday 3 February 19.45

LECTURE: PERMAFROST SEED
STORAGE
Bert Visser, director of the Centre for
Genetic Resources, will talk in this
lecture for the Wageningen Natural
Sciences Association about the importance of conserving biodiversity
and storing seeds at Spitsbergen.
Without diversity, no breeding and
without breeding, no food security.
And: why do we invest in 17th century city centres but not in 19th century
fruit and vegetables?
Venue: Forum C222
INFO: WWW.NGWWAGENINGEN.NL

Thursday 19 February 12.30 – 13-15

LUNCHTIME DISCUSSION OF
THE BOOK ‘THIS CHANGES
EVERYTHING’ BY NAOMI KLEIN
According to Klein, climate change is
caused by the philosophy of human
beings and that is hard to change.
The Farmers’ Foundation is organizing a lunch hour meeting at which
three people will share their views
with the audience.
Venue: Forum
INFO: WWW.BOERENGROEP.NL

Thursday 19 February 19.45

IN THE GRASSROOT SCIENCES
SERIES: A DEBATE ON ‘THE
FUTURE OF THE FARMER AND HIS
PRODUCE’
The food market is changing fast.
When we look at supermarkets we
see a shift towards low-price shops
on the one hand and pricier quality
shops on the other. While traditional
farms, the supermarkets’ main suppliers, can no longer find anyone to
take over, entrepreneurs (often university educated) work on food production and seek direct consumer relations. Who is going to produce our
food in future? Come and hear three
speakers from the field led by Felix
Rottenberg.
Venue: Forum C222
INFO:WWW.BOERENGROEP.NL
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>>TYPICAL DUTCH

Obsessed with the weather.com
The day I arrived in Wageningen it was lovely weather. I fulfilled all the formalities, met my new
colleagues and was trying to settle down when I was informed by our Secretary that I was a lucky
girl. I didn’t know what she meant. I assumed she meant the fact that I had managed to get a PhD
place at Wageningen University. But no, that was not the reason. According to her, the weekend
was going to be sunny.

Coming from India, it was difficult for me to understand the correlation between being lucky and
having sunny weather. Now of course I completely agree with her as having sunny weather in The
Netherlands is worth quite a lot. I also understand why the Dutch use the weather forecast when
planning personal activities. In India we hardly have the practice of checking the weather forecast
to plan our activities in daily life.
Now I do check the weather forecast before I go out or plan something. This gives me the
opportunity to get prepared to face the showers or enjoy the sun. I have also developed the habit of
planning my outdoor activities according to weather predictions. This seems so systematic and
organized. Again, the predictions are so accurate that you are hardly ever disappointed. I wish I
could do the same when I am back in my country. Archana Patnaik, PhD student in the Rural Sociology
Group, from India.

Do you have a nice anecdote about your experience of going Dutch? Send it in! Describe an encounter
with Dutch culture in detail and comment on it briefly. 300 words max. Send it to resource@wur.nl
and earn fifty euro and Dutch candy.

Coming from India, it
was difficult for me to
understand that it was
lucky to have sunny
weather

