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4 he soenth of TIAJOHTRTT a Bometre thick layer of oldd mone peat

33 develoned on thinner layers of sutrovhic nnd aespironhic »ea
in the northern pard, which lay falrly close behind the old
dunes , oligotronhic peat was practically wanting . ilere a 1
matre *iick layer of eutrophic and mesotrovhic pent had conme in-
to veing , with only locally a thin layer of olipotrophic pest
on top of 1t , )

The peat of HORTI VAILIITR™ was already inhabited in pre-ﬁﬁmx
times ; peopls lived on dend pest , This inhabitation was nmos=-
sible on account of the fact that tha sea probably already got
sonme Influence behind the o0ld dunas , in connsaquence of which
drainage wns inmproved , . '

shortly nefore or a‘mﬁ— éi'f NORTU WATLIDIREN woe flonded by
the nea ; by this a layer of sandy clay was depovited sn the
nent , Juring this same perio! a new mouth nf the SCcheldt pro-
bably originated at the north-east side of ATLHT

Just as in the WIEITIAND the first transgression »7 the sea
acrogs the peat landscape took already place heforTe our ern .,
Also fron “oril Germany an inundstion of the veat landuoape isn
already reconrded in pre-roman times , wWith this first trans»
gresuion the subeatlantic tmnsgmssian pariod corvaences , A
period in which o slow, non-atop rige of tho san=level did not
take place , as was sunvosed formerly , but wilch consisted of
short transgressions separated by short xxmﬁgreamiam Nt 1
regreasions had a8 great influance upon the iminbltableness of
the alluvial lnndacane , hecause the precediny iLrangpreanion
had moatly left behind a good systen of drainape .

In thls manaer the youne sea=0lay landscape of 0l AT e G

becane asnin inhabitable townrdas the @m ol the Diwnt gmny



Just 1ixe e neat landocape of SOV TIATLOTRNY, which had not yet
ban oittaT un . These habitationsn were mndntadined LALL the $hird
cantury .

Towards tha and of Lhe third century the vhoele of TATSIIITN  was
flanded , nanely from the north ,

The wnter sought 1is way through t+he ahd and £lood crecks , formed
alrea;i:{ at the first transgresalen and which wers now considerably
aniarped '. About the sizth century this influence from NORTI WAL-
CITRT! desreansad considerably o After this time the "island” was
nttacked from the west ..

About the ninth century the unembaniked WAICITTERWI wan inhabitad
again , S0 tha transgression , which began in the third century,
ended before the ninth cenbury .

This course of thingzs may be compared with that in "londers and in
the "entland ., To these phencomena we nay therefore attribute a more
than 1loeal siznificance

The inhabiltants of the ninth century and later sebtled down on the
creek-ridges , At that time namely meny craeks lay already ns
hunches in the landecaype , on account of the fact that the sur-
roundilngd new marine solils had sagpmed strongly in consequence of
the proat shrinkage of the peat in the subsell ., I% is truas that in
mnst cnges o Smallexr or larger, lower-lying bed of » sireomlet wna
lef: Wahind in the ridge , Yhese streanegullles very strohply put
thelr stamp on the allotment pisture end the direction of the

wizya nnd woter-ooursaes .,

About the yenr 100 the island vma attacked apain and this $inme
fron 1.6 east , Azalin ebh and flood oreeks came inte existence ,
vhile clay was denosited on the old landsecape , "he creeks of that
time are s3till 1lvingd as valleys in the territory at this monent ,
a revergel of the relief , as far as thesa c¢raeks are consernad,
has nst talwm place any more . The well-known (Y AIIADS are ai=

tunted in thie rejuvenstaed nrea .,



Ba

Probvadly in the Lwelfth century the isiand wms osurrownded by n
dike , in 8o far at that noment it wan not yet nrotented iy
dunas ,

The creeks which were formed during the inuvndntion of WALCTIFNRRIR
near VTR and ¥ FIUSHING , originated in old , nwdineval stresm~
gullles .

Laorge parts of SOUTH WAICHPREY have teen broken up for neatw
digring and salt-making . The peat, impregnated with salt-watar,
was used for salt-making ., In the north the layer of peat vns
too thia and moatly also lay too deep bveneath the clay ; here
veat~digzing was not remunerative ,

As regards the dunes of WALCUEREMN, these lie nearly all on the
young sea=clay landsocape . “n the spot of the "TISTHAYPILE sen=-
dike they .have partly been hlowm acroess the landecaps lying be-

hind them » :
Irirlriaeinieivirin rinieinY ,
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