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• .Ä ;-inóu,eio;i heforo öaï era the area of the present .Inland of 

r-j 'v.^-l Canned 'T\Tt '.-.' the Dutch-^leaaish peat landscape » 

A, jtrj 30'»t:i of 'fALdd'HT! a » a s t r e th ick layer of old mosa psat 

j,d developed on th inner l ayers of eutrophie and »esotrôphic pea 

-in t he northern p a r t , nhich lay f a i r l y c lose behind the old 

dunes ,. o l igotrophic peat was p r a c t i c a l l y wanting . Here a 1 

metre +h.tek l ayer of eutrophic and lesotrophic peat had some i n ­

to "being , with only l o ca l l y a t h in l ayer of o l igotrophic peat 

on tot) of i t • 
X 

The peat of TlOIîTîl r/AUCTÜflCïiï m s already inhabited in pre-yoman 

times ; people l ived on dead peat * This inhabi ta t ion v/as pos­

s i b l e on account of the fact t ha t t he sea probably already got 

9one influence behind the old dunes , in consequence of -which 

drainage was improved • 
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Shortly before or about (our era WRTH v/Ai/;irï5îT3H was flooded by 

the sea ; by t h i s a l ayer of sandy c lay 'mo depouited on the 

peat , During t h i s aarae period, a new mouth of the Scheldt pro« 

bably or iginated a t the nor th-east s ide of vjAI£inil$H • 

Jus t as In t he W153TLAHD the f i r s t t ransgreoaion of the oea 

across the peat landscape took already place before our era , 

Also from ""-forth Germany an inundation of the peat landscape in 

already recorded in pre-roaan times , with t h i s f i r s t t r a n s -

gresnion the sub-a t l an t ic t ransgress ion period commences » A 

period in «sjîilch a olow, non-stop r i s e of the sea- level did not 

g take place , as m s supposed formerly , but teilen consis ted of 
r e 

short t ransgress ions separated by abort fcouwgress ions • d'he* 

regressions had a great influence upon the iriha'bita'blenesë of 

the a l l uv i a l landscape , because the preceding transgrenuior? 

had mostly l e f t behind a good system of drainage • 

In t h i s wander the young sea-olay landscape or 'TOUvd '/.vr/jutf1^ 

became again inhabitable towards the end of the f-lvot ee i ' n 3 r 
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j u s t l i k e the ^eat landscape of .'ï0^r:i lAl^ïTIïN » which had not yet 

'imnu niXta-' up » thoso hnhitat lono v/ere naint-lined t i l l the t h i r d 

century , 

'?<r>!ar4a the end of the t h i r d century the väiole of TîAItfJHSTCT)* ma 

flooded , namely from the north • 

The water A ought i t s nay through t he e¥b and flood c ree ls » formed 

already at the f i r s t t ransgress ion and *hloh were now eonuideraoly 

enlarged • Ahout t he s ix th century t h i s influence froia NORTH WAX-

OviTTTT decreased considerably • After t h i s time the "island** was 

at tacked fron the west • 

About the n in th century the unembankad v,/AJiClt8n&T naa inhabited 

again , So the t ransgress ion , -which began in the t h i r d century, 

ended "before the n inth century . 

'fhis coursa of things niay he oonpared -with t ha t in Flanders and in 

the "estland , To t hese phenomena we rmy therefore a t t r i b u t e a more 

than local s ignif icance • 

The inhabitants of the n in th century and I n t e r s e t t l ed down on the 

creek-ridges • At t ha t time namely riany creeks l ay already as 

hunches in the landscape , on account of the fact tha t t he su r -

roundin(54 new marine s o i l s had sagged s t rongly in consequence of 

the groat shrinkage of the peat in the subsoil « I t i s t r u e tha t in 

most cases a smaller or l a r ge r , lover- ly ing "bed of a s treamlet ma 

lof h 'behind in the r idge • ^heoe s t r ean -gu l l l e s very s trongly put 

t h e i r stamp on the allotment p ic ture and the d i rec t ion of the 

ways and water-courses » 

About the year 1000 the Is land mis a t tacked again and t h i s time 

from the east » Again ebb and 'flood creek» came in to existence » 

while clay was deposited on the old landscape » The creeks of t ha t 

time are s t i l l lying^ &fl val leys in the t e r r i t o r y a t t h i s nwaent , 

a reversa l of the r e l i e f , as f a r as these creeks are concerned, 

has not tn?"*)n place any more . The well-known ;iAY'-*Aiï!Aïu>s are s i ­

tuated in t h i s rejuvenated area • 
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Probably in the twelf th century the i s land was surrounded by a 

dike , in ao f a r a t t ha t moment i t TOO not yet protected by 

dunes , 

The creeks iräiich were formed during t he inundation of mïi'îlMHîI 

near V73U3 and % PLUSHING » or iginated In old , mediaeval stream-

ßu l l i ea , 

Large par ts of SOUTH WU£H3R3N have been broken up for pea t -

digging and salt-staking , The pea t , impregnated with s a l t -wa te r , 

was used for sa l t -aaking , In the north the l ayer of peat ims 

too thi : i and mostly a l so l ay too deep beneath the c lay ; here 

peat-digging was not remunerative # 

As regards t he dunes of Y/ALCIIEBM» these l i e near ly a l l on the 

young sea-clay landscape • On the spet of the '.vjjgilCAPPBDUî sea-

dike they have p a r t l y been blown across the landscape lying be­

hind them , 
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