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National adaptation
policies and strategies
– Areal land use: one sector among many
– Treated on different levels depending on
country (examples from EU-27)
• Federal/national or regional
• Part of national strategies, or development of
forest-specific strategies
• Often relatively general and in varying stage of
development
– Existing, planned, proposed/potential
– Not broken down for different forestry
stakeholders (public, large private, small
private owners)
– Local actions may be partly independent
(Keskitalo 2011)
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Context
”We have on percent of the worlds forest area, but two
percent of the standing volume. Although that we live
high up in the north, we have managed our forests twice
as good in relation to the rest of the world in regards to
volume and we supply ten percent of the world market on
forest industrial products”

Other
8%

Context
•

60% of total land area is
productive forest land

•

42 % Norway spruce, 39 % is
Scots pine & 12 % birch

•

Forestry and forest industry is
important for the economy and
employment

•

Active forest management with
clear-cutting and re-plantation

•

Forest governance relies on social
norms and guidance

State
17%
Private
50%
Company
25%

Forest ownership
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Theoretical framework
•

Governmentality
- Technologies of government
- Logics, mentalities and rationalities
- Risk perception and management

•

What’s the problem
representation
- The construction of the “problem”

Method
Semi-structured interviews with
representatives of forestry organisations
Total 15 interviews
1. Large companies with their own forest and
industries (4)
2. Forest industries dependent on timber purchase (6)
3. Forest Owners Associations (4)
4. Forest managing companies with no industry (1)
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Risk perception & mangament
• Uncertainty
•

Facilitate actions – intensification

•

Negotiation of meaning

•

Professional navigation

• Big events (attention driven)
“Research should be a thing that is properly tried in field
and in reality before one can trust it. At the company,
it’s a little bit like that, research findings here and there,
but one needs concrete facts and evidence”
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“Broad-leaf forests have less damage, that is true, but
risk is also about that you get a much lower growth with
a broad-leaf forest. If it blows down than you take care
of it - that’s sort of the strategy. It's tough being hit by
these storms, but the situation has been manageable”

Rationalities
• Risk perception & management
• Adaptation logic & rationalities

“We might not be the best partner when it comes done
to target scenarios and sustainability since if there is a
cubic meter to purchase we gladly does that”
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“I think that many experience that we have to adapt
forestry to climate change as fuzzy due to that we
haven’t seen any larger effects of any possible climate
changes in Sweden yet. At this moment, I think you
make it hard on yourself to implement any new forest
management methods and blame it on climate change.
If we take the example of broad-leaf involvement, then
its possible to say that its positive for the biodiversity,
but its will also give more storm-secure forests. Then
you get that as an extra. I don’t think that you should
state that as the main purpose. Then you won’t get far at
this moment.”
”Internally we have a greater acceptance of these issue if we
don’t talk about them in terms of climate change adaptations,
but instead talk about them as good forest manage measures.”

Adaptation logic of
Swedish forestry
• Geographical variations
•

Limited existing & planned adaptation

• Industry & supply (market dependent)
• Big events (Awareness-raising driven)
• Rationalities
•

Economic: Focus on modification of
natural systems & maximizing production

•

Cultural: Tradition oriented

•

Managerial: Mainstreaming & coping

(cf. Keskitalo et al. 2013)

6

2016-05-12

Thank you for your attention!
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