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Dr. Linda Anne Stevenson 

Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN) 

 

  

 

20 Years of Research and Scientific 

Capacity Development in  

Asia Pacific Region:  
Integrating Climate Change Adaptation, 

Disaster Risk Reduction, and Loss and 

Damage 

What is APN 
An inter-governmental network of 22 countries in the Asia-

Pacific fostering Global Change and Sustainability Research  

ÅEstablished 1996 as a US-

Japan Initiative based on 

the 1992 US-Japan Global 

Partnership Agreement 

 

ÅSecretariat in Kobe, Japan 

since 1999 

 

ÅFinancial contribution from: 

Japan, Republic of Korea 

and New Zealand 

 

ÅFinancial Resources: US$ 

4.4 Million (2015/16) 

* Pacific Island Countries , Singapore , Myanmar  and 

Maldives  are approved countries whose scientists are eligible 

to receive funding under APN awards. 
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1999-2004 First 
Strategic Plan  

2005-2010 
Second 

Strategic Plan  

2010-2015 
Third Strategic 

Plan 

2015-2020 
Fourth 

Strategic Plan  

Projects 

422 

Projects 

422 

APN Funded Projects  
Updated: May 2016 

20-year milestone                                  

422 projects                  

28 million $US 

Projects 

127 
adaptation 

Projects 

127 
adaptation 
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  ÅResearch Agenda  

ïClimate Change  

ïBiodiversity and 

Ecosystems;  

ïChanges in the Atmospheric, 

Terrestrial and Marine 

Domains; 

ïResources Utilisation and 

Pathways for Sustainable 

Development; and 

ïRisk Reduction and 

Resilience. 

ÅCapacity Development 

Agenda 

ÅScienceȤPolicy Agenda 
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L&D Brief 
These focused activities tackle the links between climate 

change adaptation (CCA) and disaster risk reduction 

(DRR) in the context of loss and damage (L&D). 

 

1) Assessing and Reducing Climate Change Risks 

across Sectors and Timescales;  

2) Developing Tools for Assessing Economic and Non-

economic L&D; and  

3) Integrating CCA, DRR and L&D Reduction into Policy 

Development. 
http://www.apn-

gcr.org/resources/items/show

/1971  

Integrating Climate Change Adaptation, Disaster Risk 

Reduction, Loss and Damage across disciplines:  

Private Sector, People, Research & Academia, 

 and Decision-Making bodies. 

Å Enhancing the understanding of:  

ïThe risk of slow onset events, and approaches to address them; 

ïNon-economic losses and damages; 

ïImpacts on most vulnerable and approaches to address these 

ïIdentify and develop appropriate approaches to address slow 

onset events and extreme weather events, including through risk 

reduction, risk sharing and risk transfer tools; 

ïApproaches to address impacts to be integrated into climate-

resilient development processes and adopt transdisciplinary 

approaches to do so; 

ïHow impacts of climate change are affecting patterns of 

mitigation, displacement and human mobility;  

10 

http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1971
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1971
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1971
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1971
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ü Integrated flood modelling and Pre-Disaster Loss Estimation in Asian countries 

 

ü Climate change risk assessment and adaptation for loss and damage of urban 

transportation infrastructure (UTI) in Southeast Asia (SEA)  

ü Enhancing Capacity of policymakers and practitioners in India, Sri Lanka and 

Nepal on Loss and Damage related to slow onset events in the region 

ü Capacity Building for National, Provincial Stakeholders and Local Communities 

on Loss and Damage related to DRR and CCA 

ü Building capacity for reducing loss and damage resulting from slow and rapid 

onset climatic extremes through risk reduction and proactive adaptation within 

the broader context of sustainable development  

ü Can traditional livelihoods and mining co-exist in a changing climate: 

strengthening public-private partnerships in Mongolia to reduce risk and 

address Loss and Damage 

ü Capacity Building for Resilience Planning in Fiji: Bridging the science-policy-

practice interface in CCA, DRR and L&D 

 

ü Methods toolbox for assessing loss and damage at local level 

 CCA-DRR-L&D 
 

ü Developing Climate Inclusive Potential Loss and Damage Assessment 

Methodology for Flood Hazards  

ü Developing and promoting a people-centred approach to assess and 

address impacts of climate change induced loss and damage 

ü Integrating CCA, DRR and L+D to address emerging challenges due 

to slow onset processes  

ü An analysis of longer-term (5-10 years) recovery following major 

disasters in the Asia Pacific Region: Lessons for resilient 

development 

ü Assessing the linkages between climate change adaptation, disaster 

risk reduction , and Loss and Damage: Case studies in the 

floodplains of Cambodia, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand and 

Vietnam 

ü Addressing non-economic losses and damages associated with 

climate change: Learning from the recent past extreme climatic 

events for future planning 

CCA-DRR-L&D 
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for  

'Live long and prosper'  
is an abbreviated version of a traditional 

Jewish religious blessing. It came to a wider 

public in the Star Trek TV series. It was used 

there by the character Mr. Spock (himself 

Jewish) as the greeting of the Vulcan people. 

Successfully addressing  adaptation in Asia-Pacific 

— Understanding: regional and cultural diversities that exist in the region;  

traditional knowledge is powerful  

— Educating: providing better opportunities for young (early career) 

scientists through training; engaging youth especially in social 

networkingé 

— Creating: opportunities for  informal dialogues with stakeholders at sub-

regional levels and grass roots levels (addressing common issues, builds 

trust sense of ownership and less intimidating)é 

— Engaging: in activities that involve all stakeholders and engaging in and 

listening to those who are most at riské 

— Sharing and communicating: the most important factor across the 

region is the human factor: sharing information, data, transferring 

knowledge, experiences and best practicesé 

People-Planet-Prosperity 
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Highlights of Best Practices   

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT 

Climate change and variability 

implications on biodiversity youth 

scenario simulations and adaptation in 

Pacific 

a) Improved skills of youth and community on climate 

change risk assessment and adaptation planning 

 

b) Identified coastal and marine rehabilitation and 

protection, waste management and food security 

and agriculture as highlighted areas where 

adaptation measures for climate change and 

sustainability of biodiversity are needed 

 

c) Effectively reached communities through an 

innovative way that involved cultural drama. 

More information:    

http://www.apn-

gcr.org/resources/items/sho

w/1633 

Highlights of Best Practices   
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT 

Enhancing the climate change 

adaptation capacity of local 

government units and scientists in the 

Philippines 

a) High level of local policy makers participation led to 

enhanced capacity on vulnerability assessment and 

climate change adaptation planning 

 

b) Effectively disseminated project outcomes at science, 

policy and community levels 

 

c) Influenced local level policy makers (Local 

Government Units) to integrate climate risk 

management and climate change adaptation plans 

into annual investment and land-use plans for 

municipalities  

 

d) Built partnerships among local institutions 

More information: 

http://www.apn-

gcr.org/resources/ite

ms/show/1646 

http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1633
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1633
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1633
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1633
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1646
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1646
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1646
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1646
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3 Key Questions (140 characters) 

1. What was the challenge that we 

discussed in our session? 

2. How has our session helped to address 

the challenge? 

3. What next steps are needed and by 

whom? 

As Twitter King in the Adaptation world:  

I will be asking Saleemul Huq to provide 

his perspective  

 

 

APN Website: News, announcements and global change community updates 

http://www.apn-gcr.org/  

 

 

 

APN E-Lib: Archive of publications, completed/ongoing project metadata and 

outputs www.apn-gcr.org/resources 

 

 

 

Become an  APN Friend: http://friends.apn-gcr.org/  

 

 

 

Contact us: 

APN Secretariat , East Building, 4F 

1-5-2 Wakinohama Kaigan Dori, Chuo-ku,   

Kobe 651-0073, Japan 

Tel: +81-78-230-8017/ Fax: +81-78-230-8018 

info@apn-gcr.org  
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