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Outline  

Å Introduction : Adaptation/Resilience - The new face of neoliberal 

urbanism 

 

ÅTheoretical framework : Climate resilienceé An oxymoron?  

 

ÅData: Socio-spatial implications in Surat, Jakarta, and Medellin 

 

ÅConclusion : Three broad trends 
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The Urban Politics of Climate Adaptation  

Å Climate impacts are currently being experienced at the local level  

Å Cities are addressing risks and impacts in their infrastructure and public services 

Å Many ñearly adaptorsò are motivated by experience of impacts, internal mandates, 

institutional champions, policy opportunities, and other drivers   

 

Å Variations in planning approaches affects equity, financing, and 

institutionalization of adaptation outcomes  

Å Most cities operate in an ñinstitutional voidò on top of existing capacity and financial 

constraints 

Å External agents have stepped in to provide support 

Å Planning processes characterized by experimentation and innovation 
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How are rapidly urbanizing cities in the global South addressing the 

compound needs of infrastructure development and climate change 

adaptation? What are the implications of such approaches for 

vulnerability reduction and urban social justice?  

Theoretical backdrop  

 

Å Socio-spatial justice 

 

Å Governance restructuring 

 

Å Infrastructure power and regimes 
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Methodology  

Å Building on emerging critical scholarship on climate adaptation, spatial 

planning, and urban justice  

 

Å Empirical evidence from across the global South 

 

Å Selecting Surat, Jakarta, and Medellin as emblematic examples  

 

Å Rapid urbanization, economic centricity, high proportion of low-income 

residents, complex governance terrain 

 

Å Qualitative, in -depth case studies  

 

Å Asking specifically about planning processes, actors and institutions in 

urban governance, resource and capacity flows, infrastructure designs 

and plans, and civil society responses. 
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Surat  

Å Economically important secondary city 

 

ÅPilot city for Rockefeller Foundationôs ACCCRN program  

 

Å Long history of disaster risks, focusing on flooding and health 

 

Å Surat Climate Change Trust established in 2013 
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ñOur objective is to understand the economic  impacts  

of  climate  risks . We need to make a business  case  

for motivating greater  public  and private  investment  

in adaptationé Building urban  competitiveness  and 

urban resilience involves mitigating climate risks and 

integrating adaptation concerns within the cityôs 

development priorities.ò  

- Member of Surat Climate Change Trust, November 2013  
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Jakarta  

Jakarta Metropolitan Region, 1976, 1989, 2004 (NASA) 

Å Capital city experiencing high urbanization rates 

 

Å Long history of land subsidence and urban inundation 

 

Å City increasingly vulnerable to sea level rise 

 

Å Capital region plan published in 2014 
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Jokowi on the banks of the Ciliwung, Dec 2012 (Yosef Riadi for NPR)  
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Jakartaôs National Capital Integrated Development Plan  
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Medellin  

Novel approach to urban resilience through ñsocial urbanismò:  

ÅInvestment in public infrastructure (libraries and parks); 

ÅInstitution building; 

ÅImproved infrastructure (public transport through the gondola 

cable car system) for the cityôs most vulnerable areas. 
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