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Outline
• Introduction: Adaptation/Resilience - The new face of neoliberal
urbanism
• Theoretical framework: Climate resilience… An oxymoron?
• Data: Socio-spatial implications in Surat, Jakarta, and Medellin
• Conclusion: Three broad trends
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The Urban Politics of Climate Adaptation
•

Climate impacts are currently being experienced at the local level
•

Cities are addressing risks and impacts in their infrastructure and public services

•

Many “early adaptors” are motivated by experience of impacts, internal mandates,
institutional champions, policy opportunities, and other drivers

•

Variations in planning approaches affects equity, financing, and
institutionalization of adaptation outcomes
•

Most cities operate in an “institutional void” on top of existing capacity and financial
constraints

•

External agents have stepped in to provide support

•

Planning processes characterized by experimentation and innovation
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How are rapidly urbanizing cities in the global South addressing the
compound needs of infrastructure development and climate change
adaptation? What are the implications of such approaches for
vulnerability reduction and urban social justice?

Theoretical backdrop
• Socio-spatial justice
• Governance restructuring
• Infrastructure power and regimes
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Methodology
• Building on emerging critical scholarship on climate adaptation, spatial
planning, and urban justice
• Empirical evidence from across the global South
• Selecting Surat, Jakarta, and Medellin as emblematic examples
• Rapid urbanization, economic centricity, high proportion of low-income
residents, complex governance terrain
• Qualitative, in-depth case studies
• Asking specifically about planning processes, actors and institutions in
urban governance, resource and capacity flows, infrastructure designs
and plans, and civil society responses.
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• Economically important secondary city

Surat

• Pilot city for Rockefeller Foundation’s ACCCRN program
• Long history of disaster risks, focusing on flooding and health
• Surat Climate Change Trust established in 2013
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“Our objective is to understand the economic impacts
of climate risks. We need to make a business case
for motivating greater public and private investment
in adaptation… Building urban competitiveness and
urban resilience involves mitigating climate risks and
integrating

adaptation

concerns

within

the

city’s

development priorities.”
- Member of Surat Climate Change Trust, November 2013
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• Capital city experiencing high urbanization rates

Jakarta

• Long history of land subsidence and urban inundation
• City increasingly vulnerable to sea level rise
• Capital region plan published in 2014

Jakarta Metropolitan Region, 1976, 1989, 2004 (NASA)
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Jokowi on the banks of the Ciliwung, Dec 2012 (Yosef Riadi for NPR)
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Jakarta’s National Capital Integrated Development Plan
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Novel approach to urban resilience through “social urbanism”:
•Investment in public infrastructure (libraries and parks);

Medellin

•Institution building;
•Improved infrastructure (public transport through the gondola
cable car system) for the city’s most vulnerable areas.
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“We are fighting united for the defense and security
of our rights. We are not occupying these slopes
because we want to, but because the conflict forced us
to move there. We don't need a green belt, nor a
encircling garden, we want the right to live in a
dignified way in our territories.”

- Resident of Comuna 8, March 2013
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Summary
Surat’s plans are an outcome of local public-private partnerships advocating for
economic resilience objectives that are supported by external investments and
reinforced by further governance decentralization mandates.
Jakarta’s plans are an outcome of private interests embedding themselves in the
urban agenda, which is further justified by Indonesia’s powerful “modernization”
project and a dependence on transnational techno-engineering practices.
Medellin’s plans are an outcome of progressive urban green and sustainability
objectives, but which are contributing to ecological gentrification due to rising
property prices and displacement.
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Three Reflections
• Opportunities
• Political awareness and economic incentives
• Readily available institutional resource support mechanism
• Constraints
• Climate change is complex, so inclusive participation is difficult to achieve
• Economic considerations often dominate the agenda – old forms of
dependency resurfacing.
• Implications
• Infrastructure as sites of contestation – questions around adaptation,
resilience, and justice.
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A poster in New Orleans (www.opendemocracy.net)
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