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Urban Resilience Approaches;
Resilience and Recovery following
Typhoon Haiyan
Resilience
The ability of a system,
community, or society exposed
to hazards to resist, absorb,
accommodate, and recover from
the effects of hazards in a timely
and efficient manner, including
through the preservation and
restoration of its essential basic
structures and functions.
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Guiuan Municipality
Province

Eastern Samar

Level of
2nd Class Municipality (decentralized)
Government
Area:

175km2

Population

48,222 (2013)

Land Use

- Being a fishing community and the only
municipality with the most number of island
barangays, the municipality is rich in fishery
and aquatic resources
- 38% of the land is allocated to agriculture
including; Coconut, Root Crops, Banana

Utilities

Guiuan Water District, 5 pump wells serving
2,700 connections
Eastern Samar Electric Cooperative

Social
Welfare

2 Government, 2 Private Hospitals, 2 Health
Centers, 10 Barangay Health Stations, 1
Birthing clinic; 14 trained medical staff

1

11/05/2016

Philippines High Climate Hazard Index

Typhoon Haiyan made landfall
in Guiuan on November 8th 2013
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Typhoon Haiyan Impact in Guiuan

National Government
policies

Politics

Non-integration of programs of
different government departments

Limited
resources

Risk Assessment
Risk Analysis

Development Planning
Comprehensive Land Use Plan Comprehensive Development Plan
Local Shelter Plan

Local Climate Change Action Plan

Disaster Risk Reduction Management Plan
PHOTO CREDIT http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/typhoon-haiyan-anniversary-40-powerful-photos-storm-that-devastated-philippines-1473294
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Framework for a Resilient and Sustainable
Guiuan

Recovery, planning for Resilience
- Based on local context & capacity
- Planning for uncertainty
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Detailed Hazard Mapping
prepared throughout the
municipality as a basis of
planning
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Working with other actors on Resilience

Communities, People’s
Organizations, Civil Society
Organizations and other
stakeholders take part in planning
for a better and safer future.

Post-Haiyan Programs and Projects
• Rehabilitation of the coastal resources and
agriculture
• Livelihood enhancement for fisherfolks and
farmers
• Providing relocation sites to internally displaced
families including informal settler families
• Review and reformulation of the different
development plans and ensure the integration of
DRR and CCA principles and practice
• Networking and access to project financing.
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Challenges in Achieving Resilience
• The National Government has to realize that
achieving resilience is not a one-size-fits all affair.
• Local governments must be given the authority to
address issues such as land acquisition and land
tenure for safe relocation sites.
• Disaster Risk Reduction Management Plans
(DRRMP) at the local level must give more
emphasis to the realities on the ground.
• Recovery may be achieved faster but a much
higher time investment is required to achieve
resilience.

Lessons Learnt
1: Increase Resilience by Reducing Risks
whilst building upon local capacities
- There are no completely safe or unsafe
areas only places of varying risks.
- Build better with less risk but taking into
account and building upon local context,
capacities and resources
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Lessons Learnt
2: Sustainably securing our future
- Planning development without
sacrificing the needs of future
generations.

Lessons Learnt
3: Inclusive redevelopment
NO ONE gets left behind.
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• End of Presentation…

Issues for Debate
• Investing in resilience takes more time and
resources, who pays?
• Community must be a part of planning. But
who is responsible for making sure the
community is part of new projects?
• Is it an illusion to be able to have all
stakeholders to work together because it just
costs to much in terms of process? There is
just not financing available for this
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