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Theoretical Foundations: 
Perspectives and 
Ideologies 

ÅGlobal: academic/statist 
discourses 

ÅIndigenous perspectives: 

Differentiated by 
Ethnic/caste groups 

ÅGender 

ÅClass 

ÅAge/generation  

ÅEducation 

ÅAspirations 

 

ÅPeople as part of ecosystem, not 
external to it. 

ÅLand/forest/water not just óresourceô 

Forest types: 
Jangala  

Vana 

Land types: Dongar, 
Bhattabeda (midland)  

Community/village 
habitat 

Khalbeda (lowland) 

Household 

Individual 
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Making meaning on the ground: 
A. Forests and Land 

      Forest/land as a óresourceô   

  

 property rights   

   

instrument of social and 
gender control 

vs 

People as a part of the 
óforest-/land-scapeô 

Indigenous conservation 
mechanisms: 

1. Sanctification 

Village boundaries 
marked by deities 

Inside the Sacred Grove 
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B. Water as part of life 
and landscape 

Water Use 

ÅWater use reflected in 
alternate modes of 
óextractionô vs óharvestingô 

 

   

 Non-exhaustible vs 
 exhaustible 

 maintenance and 
 control gendered 
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C. Food: The metaphor  

and the material 

A reflection of livelihoods 
and subsistence: status and 
cultural boundaries 

Balanced diet: Cereals 
grown on a particular type 
of land supplemented by 
foods from other land types 

 

Vegetable  

gardening 
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Changing diets: 

Impacts of Marketisation 

 

Household Dietary diversity by caste:  
Koraput 

Caste Sub caste n 

Low 

Dietary 

Diversity  

Moderate 

Dietary 

Diversity  

High 

Dietary 

Diversity  

OBC  

GOUDA, KAMARA & PAIKO 57 35.1 36.8  28.1 

MALI  101 19.8    30.7    49.5    

RANA 148 34.5    32.4    33.1    

Total 306 29.7    32.7    37.6    

Others  

KARAN, BRAHMIN & 

BENAYAT ODIA 
13 23.1    23.1    53.8    

Total 13 23.1    23.1    53.8    

SC 
DOMBO & BARIK  54 53.7    29.6    16.7    

Total 54 53.7    29.6    16.7    

ST 

BHUMIA 134 29.1    38.8    32.1    

GADABA 52 46.2    34.6    19.2    

PAROJA  76 38.2    38.2    23.7    

PENTIA 1 0.0    0.0    100.0    

Total 263 35.0    37.6    27.4    
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D. Labour: Stereotypes  

and labels: 

Physical ïheavy/light 

 

Divisions of Work 

 
Land Kharif  Crops Rabi  Crops Menôs 

Work 

Womenôs 

Work 

Upland 

(Dongar) 

Finger millet,  

Little millet,  

Black gram, red 

gram, horse gram, 

maize 

Nil  Land preparation: 

Transportation of 

harvested crop 

Clearing bushes, 

preparing seed mixtures, 

manuring weeding, 

harvesting, threshing 

and storage.  

Mid land 

(Bhatta 

Beda) 

Rice 

(short/medium 

duration) 

Vegetables if 

irrigated; pulses if 

residual moisture.  

  

Land & nursery 

preparation, water 

management, ploughing, 

application of 

fertilizer/pesticides, 

harvesting, threshing, 

transportation, packing for 

storage/sale.  

Uprooting seedlings, 

transplanting, weeding, 

harvesting, cleaning of 

threshing yard, cleaning 

of seed, sun drying and 

storage, marketing (for 

vegetables).   

Low land 

(Khal 

Beda) 

Rice 

(medium/long 

duration) 

Vegetables and 

pulses (as above).  

  

Same as medium land 

  

Same as medium land 
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Threats: Commercialisation of 
cropping patterns 

 

 

How can adaptation and 
resilience be sustainable? 

Consider the village ecosystem as a holistic ecological 
space with multiple species, people and cultures. 

ÅFood security closed tied to water and soil security 

Not glorifying the past, aware of inequalities, so has to be 
done within a framework of equity and justice that 
promote CPRs and treat knowledge as a CPR for equity 
and not power. 

ÅGender and social inequalities; 

ÅInter-generational inequalities 


