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National monitoring, reporting and evaluation
of climate change adaptation in Europe

EEA networking with member countries (Eionet)
•

33 member and six collaborating
countries (ministries and
environment agencies)

•

Main target audience:
policymakers at European and
national levels

•

Supporting and informing policy
development and implementation
by data, indicators and
assessments

•

Networking: annual Eionet
workshop, expert meetings

•

Supported by European Topic
Centres, e.g. on adaptation see:
http://cca.eionet.europa.eu/
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The EU CC adaptation strategy (2013)
Priority 1: Promoting action by Member States
Action 1.

Encourage MS to adopt Adaptation Strategies and
action plans

Action 2.

LIFE funding, including adaptation priority areas

Action 3.

Promoting adaptation action by cities along the
Covenant of Mayors initiative

Priority 2: Better informed decision-making
Action 4.

Knowledge-gap strategy

Action 5.

Climate-ADAPT

Priority 3: Key vulnerable sectors
Action 6.

Climate proofing the Common Agricultural Policy,
Cohesion Policy, and the Common Fisheries Policy

Action 7.

Making infrastructure more resilient

Action 8.

Promote products & services by insurance and
finance markets

Climate
Action

Key observed and projected impacts from climate change in Europe

Source: EEA (2012), Climate change, impacts and vulnerability in Europe 2012. An indicator-based report, EEA Report No 12/2012, European Environment Agency.

New updated report due end 2016, with collaboration of ETCs, JRC, WHO, ECDC, EU research
projects, many other organisations
.
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Climate change, impacts and vulnerability in Europe: main messages

• Climate change (increases in temperature, changes in precipitation
and decreases in ice and snow) is occurring and projected to
continue
• A wide range of impacts on environmental systems and
society is taking place; further climate change impacts are
projected for the future.
• Climate change impacts are projected to differ strongly across
Europe, depending on climatic, environmental, socio-economic,
cultural, political and other conditions.
• Climate change can increase existing vulnerabilities and
deepen socio-economic imbalances in Europe.
• Projected future impacts and damage costs from climate change
can be reduced significantly by mitigation and adaptation
actions.
• Knowledge has increased, helped by EU research and although
there are uncertainties action can be taken

All indicators are on the EEA web site, many were updated after
publication of IPCC AR5 reports in 2013/14
New updated EEA report due end 2016

Pathways how climate impacts outside Europe can affect Europe

Source: EEA (2016)
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Sources of national adaptation information - A diversity of channels and tools
2014

2014

2015

2015

- European legislations and mainstreaming:
MMR (2015), Water Framework Directive
(2015), Floods Directive (2015)
- Voluntary reporting and sharing of
information, e.g. in EEA reports or on the
European Climate Adaptation platform
- National Communications
All supported by a European Topic Centre, see:
http://cca.eionet.europa.eu/

European Climate Adaptation Platform (Climate-ADAPT)
Scope:
•

Launched 2012, supports
developing and implementing
adaptation strategies, policies and
actions

•

Complementary to national, other
platforms

Intended Users:
•

Experts and decision makers on
EU, transnational, national, subnational levels, research institutes

Maintenance:
•

Funded and carried out by EEA
with DG CLIMA, supported by
ETC/CCA

Dissemination and sharing:
•

Bimonthly newsletter

•

Webinars

•

Conferences, workshops

http://climateadapt.eea.europa.eu
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National adaptation policy processes in Europe (EEA report, 2014)
• Self-assessment of 44 questions; 30 EEA
member countries responded
• Mid 2013-mid 2014; two consultation processes of
countries
• Key findings clustered around 8 Key Topics :
•

Public and policy awareness of the need for
adaptation

•

Knowledge generation and use

•

Planning adaptation

•

Coordination of adaptation

•

Stakeholders involvement

•

Implementation of adaptation

•

Transnational cooperation

•

Monitoring, reporting and evaluation

Overview of national and sectoral adaptation strategies and plans
in Europe
•

23* countries have a
national adaptation
strategy and 12* also
have action plans
(national and/or
multi-sectoral)

•

14 countries report
they are in the
implementation or
monitoring and
evaluation stage

•

Providing information
and mainstreaming
in sectors are the
most reported
policies

* Numbers are updated after
publication in 2014
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Main reasons for developing adaptation policies

Priority sectors for national adaptation in Europe

Source: EEA Report No 4/2014
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National monitoring, reporting and evaluation climate change adaptation
in Europe (EEA Report, Dec 2015)
Key findings:
•

14 countries have systems for monitoring, reporting and/or evaluation of adaptation in place or
under development.

•

As implementation progress, there is a growing recognition that MRE can inform policy making
and facilitate shared learning on national level approaches across member countries.

•

Most countries focused on monitoring and reporting activities. The evaluation of adaptation
policies is at an early stage often because the implementation of adaptation has only just begun.

Key messages (1)
•

Drivers
– National Adaptation Strategies and Plans, along with European and international processes

•

Purposes
– Tracking and reporting the progress and effectiveness of adaptation policy implementation
– Enhancing the knowledge base - awareness
– Accountability
– Learning to improve policies, policy-making and practice

•

Governance and participation
– Overall responsibility for MRE of adaptation often lies with ministries or government agencies
coordinating adaptation policy
– Horizontal and vertical coordination of MRE activities is often organised through committees
involving multiple administrative levels and sectors
– In some countries, the requirement for monitoring, reporting and/or evaluation is formalised
in legislation, while in other cases it is voluntary
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Key messages (2)
•

Methodological approach
– A mixed-methods approach to MRE, which combines multiple sources of information,
provides a strong basis for assessing adaptation progress and performance.
– Qualitative methods (reviews by independent bodies; self-assessment by sectors)
complement quantitative approaches and reveal critical contextual information that can help
to explain the narrative behind the numbers.
– Indicators play a key role in national MRE systems. In a number of countries, they have been
created through an iterative and interactive process involving experts and other stakeholders.
– It is not necessarily the value of an individual indicator that needs to be considered, but
whether or not the set of indicators provides a coherent and robust picture of adaptation
progress.

Key messages (3)
•

•

Informing adaptation policy and practice
–

Experience of applying MRE results to improve adaptation policy and practice is limited, as only a few
countries have MRE systems in place, and these have only been established recently.

–

Some evidence is available that monitoring and evaluation results inform the revisions of adaptation
strategies and plans. However, little is known about the influence of these results on adaptation practice.

–

Countries have started to use various methods to communicate monitoring and evaluation results.
Communicating results to the intended target groups is largely focused on publishing reports.

Looking ahead
–

There is a need to:
• further coordinate the development of adaptation policies and MRE systems
• better understand how MRE results can or do influence policymaking
• better use the variety of existing data sources to help develop adaptation indicators, avoid additional
burden/duplication, ensure coherence and evaluate policies

–

From ‘have we done what we planned to do?’ (i.e. have we done things right?) to ‘have we done the right
things?’
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Conclusions – Lessons learned
•

A diversity of channel provide information about adaptation actions and MRE at national level
in Europe. Still consolidating the knowledge base.

•

Diversity of monitoring and reporting systems across Europe (drivers, purposes,
governance, methods). Communication and use of results limited so far.

•

Main focus on monitoring and reporting. Evaluation / Effectiveness / Adequacy of
adaptation assessments are at an early stage due to lack of data (e.g. for process, output
and outcome indicators) and methodological challenges (e.g. long timeframe, attribution, lack
of objectives).

•

National-level MRE systems benefit from being flexible and pragmatic, using methods that
are appropriate to the national context (including needs, priorities, resources and data
availability).

•

Sharing experiences, good practices, case studies and learning about the use of
monitoring and evaluation results will further guide and improve adaptation policy and
practice in countries with established approaches as well as those just beginning to consider
MRE of adaptation.

•

Evaluation of climate change adaptation at national level can learn from other policy
domains that face similar challenges (e.g. health) to inform adaptation policy and practice.

Thank you for your attention
Please do not hesitate to ask the
European Environment Agency for
information
http://www.eea.europa.eu
http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate
http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu
andre.jol@eea.europa.eu
Sign up at
http://eea-subscriptions.eu/subscribe
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