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Background
Socially ascribed roles and responsibilities of women, more directly
dependent on natural resources and hence disproportionately vulnerable
Where incomes and adaptive capacities are relatively high—certain
groups of people can be particularly vulnerable (poor, women, children
the elderly)
Economic disadvantage, limited access to resources, dependency on
male family members, and lack of power in decision making – factors
contribute to women’s vulnerability
Where women and girls have less access to and control over resources,
have fewer capabilities than men, these impediments undermine their
capacity to adapt to existing and predicted impacts of climate change
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Methodology
Rural semi-arid regions of Sangamner block of Ahmednagar
district of Maharashtra, India

Source: WOTR
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Tools
Application
of
Community
based
vulnerability assessment tool (CoDRiVE
PD) , based on DFIDs Sustainable
Livelihoods Framework and the DriverPressure-State-Impact-Response (DPSIR)

Broadly, CoDriVE-PD does the following:
Reviews past history (20-30 years) and the
current scenario for all climate sensitive
livelihood sectors and non-farm livelihoods;
Examines climate and non-climatic risks that
influence decisions, create change and
vulnerabilities in communities;
Records the perceptions of climate risk by
different stakeholders and actors, its impacts
and their coping and adaptation responses
Generate 5-digit vulnerability code
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Results
Agriculture: Roles and Responsibilities
Past

Present

•

Women contributed to tasks like •
weeding,
harvesting
and
post
harvesting activities

•

Decision on selection of crops,
preparation of agricultural fields were
taken collectively

•

Information regarding credits and •
subsidies were not available to both
men and women

Only men have information and knowledge
regarding credit facilities, loans, subsidies,
government programs

•

Migration for sugarcane cutting during •
winter

Daily migration for agri based and off farm
works during winter

•

Even after mechanization and
commercialization of agriculture, women
contribution remain limited to weeding and
transplanting
Men occupy a dominant space in the
decision making due to changing cropping
patterns (credit, seeds, fertilizers and
pescticides, packaging and selling the
produce)
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Results and Discussions
Livestock: Roles and Responsibilities
•

•

Past
Restricted to cleaning the shelters and •
sometimes
preparing
traditional
medicines
No role in decision making

•
•

Present

With the ban on grazing, collection of crop
residues for feed, fetching water for
animals, cleaning their shelters
No decision making in breed selection,
number of animals reared etc
Complete care of poultry

Household: Roles and Responsibilities
•

Past
Cooking, cleaning, collection of fuel •
wood, fetching water
•

Present
Cooking, cleaning, collection of fuel wood,
fetching water
With the nuclear families the burden of
household chores has now increased
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Climatic and non climatic risks
Climate risks experienced in the region
Erratic rainfall
Increased Dryspells
Late Onset of monsoon
Reduction in total monsoon precipitation

Warmer winters

Non climatic risks
Commercialization of agriculture

Changing cropping
patterns
Changing practices

Lack of access to means of communication
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Impacts of the climate risks
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Status of capitals
Landholding Natural
Categories

Physical

Large
Farmers

No land
and
livestock
ownership
Have
better
water
availability

•

•

Access to
markets is
negligible

No land
and
livestock
ownership
Water
availability
is poor

•

Own jewelry •
but decision
to sell or
but is taken
collectively

Medium
farmers

Small and
Marginal
Farmers

•

•

•

•
Landless

Do not own
any
productive
assets

Financial

•

Human

Do not
need to
depend
on wage
labour

•

Limited
skills

•

Limited
knowledge
on
weather
variations

Go out
for wage
labour

•

More
eager to
learn

Social

•

Actively
involved in
SHGs and
decision
making at
household
levels

•

Do not have
much say in
SHGs
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Status of 5- livelihood capitals
Grading the capitals in the range of 1 to 5 where,

1 Nil Resilience

3 Low Resilience

2 Very Low Resilience

4 Medium Resilience

5 High Resilience
Landholding
categories

Natural

Physical

Financial

Social

Human

Large

3

2

2

3

1

Medium

3

2

2

3

1

Small and
marginal

1

1

1

1

2

Landless

1

1

1

1

2
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Adaptive capacities of women belonging to
small and marginals
Mental stress due to
crop loss

Do not own wells
Climate risks like droughts

Agriculture

Water scarcity
Household

Child care, household
chores

Daily migration for wage
labour
fetch water from further
away for drinking of
humans and animals

Drying up of vegetation,
travel further in search for
fuel wood.
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Conclusion
Adaptive capacities of women is low due to the low status of the five
livelihood capitals
Since water availability is one of the major issues in the region, small
and marginal households are severely affected during climate risks

At the time of drought or drought like situations the impacts aggravate
affecting women’s health
Sometimes women spend whole day fetching water for domestic needs
as well as for livestock as the natural water streams go dry
To ensure household income, women go out for agriculture or unskilled
wage labour works for the whole day sometimes with additional
responsibilities of child care and household responsibilities
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Opportunities
Women seem to be more eager to learn, opportunities to enhance their
skills will enhance the adaptive capacities of communities
Resources needs to be focused upon building the capacities of women
Women are the key stakeholders in resource development,
incorporating their perspectives while designing and implementing the
adaptation plans is crucial
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Thank You!!
Supported by

www.wotr.org
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