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Market introduction of lesser used timber species

Timber processing facilities of the FSC-certiﬁed
companies have been visited (photo: Mark van
Benthem, Probos)

Natural tropical forests are very species rich. In Suriname only a few of the hundreds species are harvested commercially. This has an impact on the availability of
the commercial species on the long term, but also means a loss of biodiversity, less
revenues and a decreasing economic value of the forest. To really be able to speak
about sustainable forest management it therefore is crucial that a wider range of
timber species is used. Therefore recently a project is started to introduce some
lesser used Surinamese FSC-certiﬁed species on the European market. A ﬁrst
selection of ten species is made on the basis of the potential of these species and
their occurrence in the FSC-certiﬁed concessions. Within the project laboratory
research will be conducted and practical experiences gathered through pilot
projects. The project is an initiative of the FSC-certiﬁed companies in Suriname,
Tropenbos Suriname, Probos and ETTF. The project is supported by the STTC, which
aims to make sustainably sourced tropical timber the norm in Europe, remove
bottlenecks in the market and with this encourage sustainable forest management.
Importers interested in the project can join the consortium. See
www.probos.nl/projecten and www.europeansttc.com.
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Plenty of FSC timber in
Suriname; but the market
must adapt to the forest
Recently, with the support of the Guiana Shield Tropical Timber Program
of the Dutch Sustainable Trade Initiative (IDH), more than 400,000
hectares of tropical forest have been FSC-certiﬁed. The Surinamese FSCcertiﬁed companies are eager to connect with buyers of sustainably
sourced timber. This is consistent with the wishes of the European
Sustainable Tropical Timber Coalition (STTC) to increase the demand for
sustainably sourced timber. Therefore, the European Timber Trade
Federation (ETTF) together with Environmental Services & Support (ESS)
in Suriname and Probos initiated a FSC trade mission to Suriname. With
the support of the STTC 17 timber importers from six European countries
travelled to Suriname mid-November. And everyone is enthusiastic. The
ﬁrst orders have been placed.

Plenty of FSC timber in Suriname; but the market

During the trade mission, the importers –
from forest management, timber harvesting and processing – were able to
evaluate the potential of these companies.
Moreover, they were informed about the
preconditions for successful trading, such

must adapt to the forest
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At various components FSC makes an

FSC-certiﬁed companies in Suriname

important difference; for the position of

Dennebos Suriname NV, http://dennebossuriname.com
Greenheart Suriname NV, http://www.greenheartgroup.com/en_op_ko01.html
Soekhoe & Sons SA, http://www.soekhoezonen.sr
Troluco Holding NV (Tropical Wood Company & Caribbean Parquet Flooring) http://cpfnv.com/web
All companies have their own forest and wood processing facilities. For more information about their
products visit their own websites or http://info.fsc.org/.
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Natural tropical forests are very species rich. In Suriname only a few of the hundreds species are harvested commercially. This has an impact on the availability of
the commercial species on the long term, but also means a loss of biodiversity, less
revenues and a decreasing economic value of the forest. To really be able to speak
about sustainable forest management it therefore is crucial that a wider range of
timber species is used. Therefore recently a project is started to introduce some
lesser used Surinamese FSC-certiﬁed species on the European market. A ﬁrst
selection of ten species is made on the basis of the potential of these species and
their occurrence in the FSC-certiﬁed concessions. Within the project laboratory
research will be conducted and practical experiences gathered through pilot
projects. The project is an initiative of the FSC-certiﬁed companies in Suriname,
Tropenbos Suriname, Probos and ETTF. The project is supported by the STTC, which
aims to make sustainably sourced tropical timber the norm in Europe, remove
bottlenecks in the market and with this encourage sustainable forest management.
Importers interested in the project can join the consortium. See
www.probos.nl/projecten and www.europeansttc.com.

For sustainable forest management it is

prior to the actual timber harvesting it is

With their visit to Suriname, the partici-

thus crucial that the market is open to

found that certain species are not or only

pants of the trade mission got to know the

species with which they are - currently -

very limited present in the cutting block

importance, but also the opportunities

less familiar (see text box Market intro-

for that year. For continuity of supply and

and challenges of using the diversity a

duction).

stimulating sustainable forest manage-

tropical forest has to offer. They are

ment, this is another reason why it is

excited about the trade mission and the

For sustainable forest management and

important that the timber trade is open to

potential of forest sector in Suriname. The

the continuity of supply of timber, it is

alternative wood species. If there is

same applies for the Surinamese FSC-

crucial that speciﬁers and architects do

sufﬁcient knowledge about these alterna-

certiﬁed companies by whom they were

not specify timber species, but properties

tive wood species available (see text box

invited. Such a mission is worth repeating

to which the species should adhere or the

Market introduction) importers should be

and the Surinamese companies and

proposed use or appearance. Timber

willing to purchase these species, even if

organizations very willing to cooperate.

experts then can bring the right wood to

there is not (yet) a direct market. This may

the right place. In general, this is also

result in the need for importers to (again)

Mark van Benthem, Probos

(more) cost efﬁcient. This, however, might

have or increase stock. But if we really are

Sietze van Dijk, Environmental Services &

require an investment of the timber trade,

talking about sustainable forest manage-

Support (ESS)

e.g. in expertise.

ment, the forest determines the supply,

Another challenge also linked to the

not the market.

species diversity of Surinamese (Amazon)
forests is that, partly as a result of

When we make sure that at every level in

sustainable forest management, the

the chain this awareness increases (the

availability of species in the required

forest determines what the market can

volumes cannot be guaranteed. On the

offer), then the forest management in

basis of a 1% inventory, optimal logistics

Suriname is heading in the right direction.

and a cutting cycle of 25 years, concessi-

In fact, not only in Suriname. Every

ons are divided into 25 cutting blocks. It

tropical forest is characterized by its huge

may be that during the 100% inventory

diversity.

Photo cover: participants of the trade mission
(Mark van Benthem, Probos)

Plenty of FSC timber in
Suriname; but the market
must adapt to the forest
Recently, with the support of the Guiana Shield Tropical Timber Program
of the Dutch Sustainable Trade Initiative (IDH), more than 400,000
hectares of tropical forest have been FSC-certiﬁed. The Surinamese FSCcertiﬁed companies are eager to connect with buyers of sustainably
sourced timber. This is consistent with the wishes of the European
Sustainable Tropical Timber Coalition (STTC) to increase the demand for
sustainably sourced timber. Therefore, the European Timber Trade
Federation (ETTF) together with Environmental Services & Support (ESS)
in Suriname and Probos initiated a FSC trade mission to Suriname. With
the support of the STTC 17 timber importers from six European countries
travelled to Suriname mid-November. And everyone is enthusiastic. The
ﬁrst orders have been placed.

