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BREEDING

Proven and genomic ‘movers and shakers' create interest in new bull lists

Too close to call

Lancashire-based Holstein breeder and former NMR/RABDF

Gold Cup finalist James Tomlinson tells us what's grabbed his

attention in the latest December sire rankings, in both the

daughter-proven and genomic lists.

text Rachael Porter

here are plenty of ‘new entries’ in the

proven and genomic sire rankings
to catch the eye in the latest proof run,
according to Lancashire-based producer
James Tomlinson.
And he says that some including the
new number-one Holstein Kings-Ransom
Erdman, who heads the AHDB Dairy
proven list, are worth a closer look more
than others. James has used Erdman on
his herd: “And he just keeps on improving,
which is why he’s made it to the top,” he
says. “I have cows in calf to this sire — one
of the best daughter-proven bulls of the
breed for transmitting longer lifespan.
And he also excels for daughter fertility,
with an index of +12.4, and reduces cell
counts, with a score of —18.”
Transmitting smaller than average
stature to his daughters, this Planet son
out of a Ramos dam also scores well
for reducing the costs of maintenance
(Maintenance Index —19), all of which
earns him a Profitable Lifetime Index of
£603.
“He’s a good all rounder and I think he’s
a great choice for commercial producers.”
Erdman edges ahead of the former
number one daughter-proven sire, Gen-

Gen-I-Beq Lavaman

James Tomlinson: “There are so many to
choose from — producers can be picky"”

I-Beq Lavaman, whose index continues
to feature an impressive Predicted
Transmitting Ability (PTA) for protein at
23.1kg based on 163 UK daughters
milking. His PLI remains high at £599. De-
Su Ransom retains third position with a
PLI of £591 and is the highest of many
Roylane Socra Robust sons to feature near
the top of the rankings. “But for me
there’s just not enough milk. But he’s still
an excellent sire,” says James.

Co-Op Robust Cabriolet is another son of
Robust and, as a new entrant in fourth
position, he is the highest ranking of five
sires which were offered last proof run

No-Fla Alta Everglade
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with genomic indexes and are making
their debut in the top 10. Features
of Cabriolet’s December index include
outstanding milk solids, with a PTA for
fat of +29.8kg. With a PLI of £573 he
exactly confirms the genomic index he
earned as a young sire. “But, again, for me
this sire falls down on somatic cell count
score — he’s +2 —and [ won’t use any sires
that are plus on SCC. He does have
extremely high milk though, at 547kg.”
Rounding off the top five and climbing
from 10th position is the Massey son, No-
Fla Alta Everglade, who is the highest top
10 daughter fertility improver with a FI of
+14.0. His PLIis £570. “This is a significant
climb and I think it’s because of his
fertility score. But I do have concerns
about his cow family. I've said before that
I won’t use any sires with a dam that is
anything less than VG. It’s important to
me and, in past proof runs, I've flagged up
sires with G and G+ dams and, interesting,
they don’t stay around.”

Genomic graduates

The ones to watch, and that really excited
James this time around, are full brothers
Cashcoin and Cashmoney (Observer x
Goldwyn), rank eighth and ninth with
PLIs of £545 and £543 respectively. Both
have graduated from the genomic young
sire list and both also transmit strong
type, with Type Merit scores released by
Holstein UK today at +2.62 and +2.82.
“Iused them as genomic sires and they’re
both the highest on type — by a mile — in
the top 10.”

Looking to the genomic rankings and
James says that, again, producers will be
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proven sires

Kings-Ransom Erdman ~ Planet Ramos Bullsemen.com 85 +490 +230 +154 +0.04 -0.01 603 -19 -18 07 124 11 | 040 027 036
Gen-I-Beq Lavaman Man-0-Man  Goldwyn Semex 9% +359 +196 +231 +007 +014 | 599 -2 -4 01 138 14 | 113 114 119
De-Su Ransom Robust Ramos TAG UK 81 #1771 +154 4137 +0.11 +40.10 591 9 17 07 109 14 | 246 098 170
Co-Op Robust Cabriolet ~ Robust Planet Bullsemen.com 81 547 +298 +212 4010 +004 | 573 -13 2 05 66 16 | 116 107 113
No-Fla Alta Everglade Massey ~ OMan Alta Genetics 82 316 +257 4191 +0.13 +0.08 50 20 -13 03 140 19 | 138 062 092
Co-Op Rb Obsr Indy Observer ~ Ramos Bullsemen.com 82 4513 +124 +163 -009 +000 | 53 -1 -29 05 123 11 | 115 129 148
United-Pride Erdman Evan  Erdman Wizard Al Services NI 8 4514 217 4177 +002 +0.01 56 -20 -16 05 111 03 |-045 008 022
Famear-Tor-Bh Cashcoin ~ Observer  Goldwyn King Street/Molecare 79 4506 +191 +150 -001 -002 | 545 -12 -15 05 79 17 | 182 242 282
Famear-Tbr-Bh Cashmoney Observer  Goldwyn King Street/WFE 77 +288 +166 +12.1 +0.06 +0.03 53 — -19 05 83 05 | 264 239 28
Prehen Omen 0Man Goldwyn Bullsemen.com 9% +177 +198 +191 +0.16 +0.17 541 6 8 04 79 13 | 08 071 082
genomic sires

Sandy-Valley-l Penmanship Enforcer ~ Numero Uno  Semex 67 4637 +290 +262 +005 +0.07 24 17 17 07 123 04 | 189 159 191
Stantons Checkers Predestine ~ Freddie Semex 67  +129 263 +112 4025 +0.09 683 -2 -16 08 118 16 | 248 18 241
Apina Nadal Rocky Goliath Genus 67 4485 +338 +223 +018 +008 | 682 15 -16 06 93 06 | 195 198 232
No-Fla Junket Balisto Levi Genus 67 +282 +240 +158 +0.16 +008 | 674 8 -28 06 111 18 | 258 161 228
Topcroft Pesky Trix Pesky lota Genus 67 4301 +257 4199 +0.17 +0.12 665 6 -19 04 119 04 | 166 171 214
Peak Alta Firebird Camaro Robust Alta 67 4514 +283 +202 +010 +004 | 660 — -16 07 15 07 | 173 147 184
Ballycaim Darius Racer Brigeen RussellGenus 67 +219 +204 +149 +0.15 +0.10 649 2 -22 05 141 17 | 167 152 194
De-Su 12365 Endeavor ~ Tango Shamrock ~ Genus 67 +533 330 +195 +0.14 +0.03 649 0 -14 06 99 11 | 136 179 202
Comestar Loic Flame Sudan Semex 67 +397 +354 +237 +024 4013 | 649 9 -11 04 91 02 | 078 115 113
Cogent Peak Alex Bettman ~ NumeroUno  Cogent 67 4156 +214 4149 +0.19 +0.12 648 9 26 06 97 09 | 216 212 244

Table 1: Top 10 daughter-proven and top 10 genomic sires available in the UK, ranked on PLI (source: DairyCo breeding+ and Holstein UK)

hard pushed to pick between them. Every
one of the new top 10 sires not only
transmits outstanding health and fertility
but they also offering positive milk
quality.

The bull which does this better than
any other is Sandy-Valley-I Penmanship
(Enforcer x Numero Uno), who retains his
number one position with a PLI of £724.
“As PLIs go, that’s massive and miles
ahead of any other sire,” says James.

Impressive PLI

With high protein production (+26.2kg)
among his many virtues he remains the
only sire to break the £700 barrier.

“I've used a lot of Shottle sires on my herd
already, so unfortunately I can’t use him.

Farnear-Tbr-Bh Cashcoin

“But I am spoilt for choice in the top 20 in
the genomic rankings. There are some
excellent bulls, so I can be picky.”

Also unchanged in second position is
Stantons Checkers (Predestine x Freddie)
whose Lifespan Index of +0.8 is the best of
the breed. But it’s the third-position sire
— Apina Nadal (Rocky x Goliath), who
combines one of the highest PTAs for
weight of fat with solid daughter fitness,
who has caught James’ eye. “I'm definitely
going to take a closer look at him and his
pedigree. And I may add him to my Al
flask,” he says.

The highest British-bred sire Topcroft
Pesky Trix (Pesky x Alta Iota), with a PLI of
£665 and who remains in fifth place, is
another bull that James is watching, not

Peak Alta Firebird

least because he’s already used him on
his herd. “I think it’s important to have
a British-bred bull from a British cow
family.”

The top 10 is rounded off by three sires
that share equal positions. De-Su 11756
Octavian, All Nure Uno Placebo and De-Su
Firewall each have a PLI of £643. Octavian
has the best SCC index of the top 10 sires
(—30); Placebo transmits the highest type
of the top £PLI bulls (Type Merit +2.46);
and Firewall excels for fitness, type and
fertility across the board.

“I've already used Octavian and I'm
looking to buy more. And I'm definitely
enquiring about some Placebo semen too.
They’re both Numero Uno sons and I like
their sire stacks,” says James. |
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