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WP5. Normative Principles for Adaptation
Overview
.
WP 5 investigates the normative principles that underlie
Dutch governance of adaptation to climate change. These
principles are recently under discussion, implicitly or
explicitly, as we are seeking for new ways of governance
and new policy instruments, while these new forms are
reflecting different ideas of the public interest. At the same
time we are making policies in close co-operation with other
European countries both in cross border settings and
regarding European Directives. What are the ruling principles
in these practices of co-operation and to what extent are
European Directives providing guiding principles, relevant for
climate adaptation? And how are these principles of
importance regarding the legitimacy, effectiveness and
resilience of governance of adaptation?
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This project analyzes the diversity of the different
approaches of public interest and the role normative
principles play when adapting to climate change.
Researching several case studies (concerning flood safety,
creating resilient ecosystems and fresh water supply) should
give more clarity on the questions which normative principles
play a role and which shifts in normative principles are
reflected. Relevant principles that will be part of the research
project are human dignity, property rights, equal treatment,
the right to be compensated, the non-shift principle, the
proportionality principle, the user and polluter pays principle,
the precautionary principle, the subsidiarity principle and the
concept of decentralization.
Comparative research with other EC Member States is
necessary, because adaptation to climate change is part of
EU policy and often asks for transboundary cooperation.

Since the Netherlands is a delta area and its major rivers
(the Meuse, Scheldt, Rhine and Ems) are all transboundary
in nature and connect different European countries, and
since Europe works together on the ecological framework, it
is no more than obvious to consider climate adaptation in its
transboundary and European context. This project focuses
on how specific (normative) governance principles influence
the practices of climate adaptation. Principles of solidarity,
proportionality, subsidiarity, non-shift, river basin
management or good neighbourliness are to be found in
general European policies. How do these principles
influence transboundary practices related to climate
adaptation, how does this effect Dutch governance of
climate change more generally?

