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Demand and Supply
...what they need to know...

ÁThey =

ƀGI-professionals: specialists, users, managers.
Objective: do their jobs. => Demand side

ƀGI-students: participants in GI teaching at EQF 
levels 4 -8 (voc. - prof. - acad. - PhD). To get a job.

Are their learning needs met by the GI teaching on offer?

ÁGI Teaching : sequence of lessons + exercises, 
designed to develop GI competences. Offered by 
organisations and companies: Supply side



EU objective (Europe 2020 strategy): 

improving skills and access to education and training , 
focusing on market needs

CLGE March 2014
Council of European Geodetic SurveyorsTeaching is about 

acquiring 
competences

ÁGI-Problem: 
finding people 
with the right 
ones



GI-N2K project (2013 -2016)
Geographic I nformation: Need to Know

ÁWp1 : Demand & Supply survey and analysis

ƀState of awareness and use of GI -BoK?

ƀIs there a teaching gap?

ƀWhat is missing in GI -BoK

ÁWp2: contents of GI -BoK next version (started)

ÁWp3: construction of next version (started)

ÁWp4: Test among partners (not yet started)

ÁPartners from 25 European countries; Lead: KU Leuven

http://www.gi -n2k.eu /

http://www.gi-n2k.eu/


GI-N2K Wp1 results

ÁDemand Survey (University Salzburg, Austria)

ƀAwareness and use of GI -BoK

ƀRelevance of GI -BoK / Need for obtaining competences

ƀMissing subjects in GI -BoK

ÁSupply Survey (Wageningen University, Netherlands)

ƀAwareness and use of GI -BoK

ƀExisting and Intended courses

ƀMissing subjects in GI -BoK

ÁAnalysis of Demand vs Supply



ÁConclusion:
Awareness and use of GI -BoK is limited. 
It does not (yet) function as a common reference for GI -
teachers and GI -employers

Demand vs. Supply 

GI-BoK Awareness and use

Awareness and use of GI-BoK at the Supply side 

(N=233)
Awareness and use of GI-BoK among interview partners at the Demand side 

(N=21)



Demand vs. Supply: teaching gap?
Respondents rating 

KA-relevance + Competence Needs

Teaching on offer



Demand vs. Supply: teaching gap?

-> No conclusive evidence for a teaching gap .

Possible causes of the difference: 
Å The questions asked
Å The lacking awareness of GI-BoK as a shared frame of reference
So, the situation might be better than it seems

Conclusion from diagrams:
Competence needs and teaching 
supply seem different . 
Is there a Teaching gap in reality?

But... If organisational aspects (scheduling, fees, language, location) were also taken into 
consideration, the situation might be worse, especially on a multi-country scale.



Demand vs. Supply 

Missing in GI -BoK

SUPPLY side

DEMAND side

Conclusion:

Dozens of possible subjects on various conceptual levels not present in GI -BoK. 

GI -BoK is truly incomplete



GI - N2K Survey responses

Demandside:
Å Valid responses: 435 

out of >1000
Å From 28 countries 

Supplyside:
ÅValid responses: 234 

out of 264
ÅFrom 28 countries 



Regular respondents (465)

Interviews

Å 6 out of 21 interview partners

are aware of GI -BoK

Å Only 3 used it (all academics)

Comments about GI -BoK:

Å [if] �Zit was more practical oriented�[�X�X�X
Å �Zstrongly academic�[��
Å �Zway too theoretical�[
Å private ���}�u�‰���v�]���•���Zrather need an easy-to-use and more 

straightforward tool�[�X��
Å use the BoK for student self-assessment. 

Å use the updated BoK as a foundation for the 

new competence-oriented salary system 

in the German public administration. 

Demand Survey results

Awareness and use of GI - BoK


