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Rotterdam Adaptation Strategy (RAS)

“Rotterdam is climate proof in 2025”

This means:

• Climate change is incorporated in spatial planning 

tools in order to continuously take into account the 

effects of climate change while developing Rotterdam

• Measures have been taken to suffer the least and 

profit the most from climate change in the next 

decades.
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Several instruments

• Roadmap (1 for each track)

- ambition 2025 (backcasting)

- key decisions (forecasting)

• Climate toolbox

- longlist � shortlist adaptation measures

- sustainability of measures

- links between measures

- contribution to overall project goals



Adaptation strategies matrix: 
examples of potential measures

Minimising 

probability

Minimising 

effect

Stimulating

recovery

Improve safety level 
surge barrierRegion

City

Quarter / 
street

Building

Flood risk maps
Evacuation plan

Raising surface level
Water resistant buildings

Greening roofs / facades

(Re-)define priorities

Water resistant utilities

Create safe havens
Green walking routes

Dry-/ wet proof building
Change behaviour

Back up systems
Flood damage insurance 
fund

Install pumps

Greening the city
Innovative water storage

Install pumps
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LEARNING BY DOING !


