Heritage Seed Library

Ryton-on-Dunsmore, Coventry, UK

Wageningen, 19/11/2014
Neil Munro
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History & Aims

Response to EC Directives 1972
Lawrence Hills, Founder of HDRA began collecting seed

Conserve threatened and disappearing varieties
Collect ‘heirlooms’

Make them available to people

Encourage people to ‘save their own seed’

Lawrence Hills
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Vegetable Varieties
(heritage/heirloom)

Orthodox Seed

Open-pollinated

Provenance
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The Collection

 Vegetables
800 Varieties

36 Genus, 48 Species
 ‘Sowing New Seeds’
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Seed Supply

Heritage Seed Library
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Members Seed Guardians
(6500) (180)

Contract Growers
(3)
30,000 packets each year (approx.)

garden,

organic



Funding

Heritage Seed Library

Membership : 6500 members
£130,000

Donations: £20,000

Trusts: Specific projects
2013/14 = £25,000




Information -Overview

Variety
Characterisation
Photographs
Feedback

Stock
Batches
Provenance

Historical
Catalogues

Papers

Books
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Passport Data

Edit HSL Varieties Book Menu

Var id |?4 Location of collecting site
Vegetable | Cabbage Latitude
Variety |W’ebbs' Kirreer Globe Lengitude
Donor id | [1053] HRI ‘Wellesbourne b Elevation
Packet size |30 Collection date

Packet weight

Genus

Species

Brassica v
oleracea “

Breeders code

Sample status

Other numbers

Species authority

Duplication site

Subtaxa

Storage

Subtaxa authority

Acquisition date

28 w11 w199 v

Availability

Pre acc or aace

Accession b

Country of origin | Characterised || |
County/State/Region || Adopt a veg ['ves |
Seed search
MNotes

Qther information

Seed Guardians: 0

[ Close ] [ Delete ][ Save ] [ Information ]
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Characterisation

HSL Brassica Descriptor Menu
ID [8 |
Var id |[B4] Cabbage Paddy |
Blistering |LDW |

L v

Abzent [glozzy leaves) |
Bloom on leaves
b
Colour of inside of head | Lo |
v
Light G
Colour of Leaf Stalk (Petiole) T areen |
v
G
Colour of seedling leaf | eEn |
v
Intermediat
Head Covering emede |
]
Head Length |221/2 oms. |
Large |
Head Size in relation 5
|Firm,hard |
Head Solidity
L v
Transverse Eliptic |
Head Type
]
Head Width 30 ems. |
Height of mature plant in cms. |33 . |
Orbicul
Leaf BElade Shape | Dt |
L
|Dark Green |

Leaf Colour fully grown

| ]
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Database

Links to: thankg (Contact Database)

HSL Database
[ Guardians ] [ Donors ] [ In Area ] [ In Distance ]

Varietal [ Information ] [ Descriptors [ Catalogue ] [ Label ]

Genus Species

[ Batches Received ] [ Guardian Stock ]

Links to: Batches received
Stock held by: HSL,
Seed Guardians,

Links to: Photo database Contract Growers
Descriptors
Variety Information
Passport Data
Catalogue entries
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Grow-out Area

at Ryton Organic Gardens

Area in 5 acre field
For larger populations
(out-breeders)

1 acre/0.4 hectare

9 tunnels &
3 hobby tunnels

Glasshouse

\’/ggg(gigﬁic



Display Garden

at Ryton Organic Gardens

Display varieties

Show vegetables in flower
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Other Distribution

Seed swaps

Schools

Community Groups
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Sales

 Plants

— Modules and multipacks

e Seeds
-Through wholesalers




Future — Local Affiliated Hubs

(RBGE)

Ordsall Hall

Edible Lancaster



Future - Database
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Thank You

Garden Organic
Ryton Organic Gardens, Wolston Lane
Coventry, CV8 3LG
UK

www.gardenorganic.org.uk/hsl
@HerltageSeedsUK
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