The redefinition and reshaping of the Dutch countryside in
the twentieth century - the rise and decline of a farmer’s
world
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" Is there a Dutch countryside?
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NUTS 2: OECD class 150 inhabitants per km?
B Predominantly urban
* Intermediate rural
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Figure 1.1. Population share in predominantly urban regions
in 2003 (TL3-level)
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Source: OECD (2007a), Regions at a Glance, OECD, Paris.




" The LEI has no problem finding it
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] stedelijke gemeenten
B plattelandsgemeenten

Kaart 2.1 Afbakening Platteland (1998)
Bron: CBS, LISA, bewerking LEI




Different definitions of the rural and their
consequences

M proportion rural population m proportion rural area
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Outline

" A paradox: how the Dutch countryside came to be seen
as backward

" 1912: Dutch agriculture had become ‘modern’
" The small family farm: a blessing or a curse

" 1950, 1960s, 1970s: the high point of simple modernity
— Fordist agriculture

® 1950s, 1960s, 1970s: the high point of simple modernity
regional development.

® 1980s, 1990s, 2000s: reflexive modernity - beyond the
urban-rural dichotomy
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A paradox: how the Dutch countryside
came to be seen as backward

" Metropolitan area

" Beyond Malthus

" health, literacy

" In the midst of early industrializing areas
" Small and open economy

" Strong civil society
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The development of illiteracy in the Netherlands, 1820-1890, men
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The development of illiteracy in the Netherlands, 1820-1890, women
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Huwelijksjaar

Noot: De curves zijn afgevlakt met behulp van een ‘cubic spline’ algoritme (SM20, Zie:
Sas INsTITUTE, SAS/GRAPH Software, 1, 1990, p.416). Bron: VAN DER WOUDE, niet gepubli-
ceerd.




" The growing difference between town and countryside at
the turn of the 19t century
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1912 Dutch agriculture has become
‘modern’
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Growth (rural) population in the Netherland in the 19t and 20t centuries
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Portions of the agricultural sectors in total

broduction

80 Livestock farming
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Agricultural cooperatives in the
Netherlands, 1877-1937
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Membership National Agricultural
Associations

NLC/KNLC NBB/KNBTB CBTB




The small family farm: a blessing or a
curse?
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Number of farms, 1888-1947
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Number of farms, 1888-1948 according to
size

e 1-5 ha

e 5-10 ha
e 10-20 ha

e ) 0-50 ha

== 50-100 ha

= ] 00 ha and more

1888 1898 1904 1910 1921 1930 1947

WAGENINGEN UNIVERSITY
EEEEEEEEEE




Rural municipalities. Occupation of aldermen in municipalities e

percentages

1917 ‘19
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[] without profession/unknown 1 ! Rural labourers )

] non-agrarian professions 3 ! Farmers

gralischeverzorging
Piet Holleman 1988

agrarian professions other




1950s, 1960s, 19/0s

Two changes
from simple modernity to reflexive modernity
from agricultural development to regional development
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1950, 1960s, 1970s: the high point of
simple modernity — Fordist agriculture




Share agriculturein GDP, 1938-1980
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Share agriculture in total imports and
exports, 1934-1977
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Mechanisation - tractors
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Figure 2. Pupils in agricultural and horticultural education in the Netherlands




Map 37. Distribution of agricultural schools, 1954

0 Secondary agricultural schools o Agricultural vocational schools
@ Winter agricultural schools e Elementary agricultural schools
Source: C.B.S. Statistiek van het land- en tuinbouwonderwijs, 1954




1950s, 1960s, 1970s: the high point of
simple modernity — regional development




proportion people living in specific
municipalities
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1908s, 1990s, 2000s: reflexive modernity
- beyond the urban-rural dichotomy
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Figuur 2.m
Growth of the economy in rural areas 1996-2009
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. 2009
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Percentage of small schools in total of
schools

2005 2009 2012
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Figure 1.10. Variations in the number of hospital beds per 1 000 population
on TL2-level (2004)
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Note: The horizontal axis indicates the number of hospital beds in the different TL2-regions per
country, where 100 represents the national average.

Source: OECD 20073, Regions at a Glance, OECD, Paris.




Land use in the Netherlands
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The redefinition and reshaping of the Dutch countryside in
the twentieth century - the rise and decline of a farmer’s
world



Thank you

Mondriaan — Victory Boogie Woogie
Gift of the Dutch Central Bank to the Dutch people
At the occasion (1999) of transferring monetary
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