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Learning together to manage urban flood risks 
in Dordrecht (NL) and Saint Louis (SN)

J. Bax, J. Rijke, F. van der Meulen, A. Seck, M. Gaye, H. Waals, E. Kelder, C. Zevenbergen
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Two deltas in Africa and Europe

Urban islands, cities of water
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Conclusion

Although every city needs its own custom 
made solutions to manage (changing) flood 
risks

the way of working and tools are applicable 
in both developed and developing cities.
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Rapid versus slow urban growth

Population trends in Dordrecht and Saint Louis
Source: OnderzoekscQentrum Drechtsteden, Masterplan Saint Louis Horizon 2025
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Monumental historic city centres

Living with water in the city
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Wetlands near the cities

Under
standing 
flood 
risks 
in 
Dordrecht
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Under
standing 
flood 
risks 
in 
Saint Louis

Changing flood risks:
How will cities adapt, 
how much can they adapt?
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How can they become less 
vulnerable?

http://www.saintlouisdusenegal.com/

Will they find new 
economic opportunities?
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Can they create 
adaptive and attractive urban 
spaces?

Learning together


