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Project Safecoast
knowledge exchange between 5 North Sea countries

• Emerged from active network of coastal defence managers

• DK, DE, NL, BE, UK

• Learning from each other

• Focus: coastal erosion and flooding

• Project € 2.3M, finished 2009, results online

Niels Roode,

RWS Centre for Water 
Management (NL)
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First timer: connected 7 national / 
regional GIS elevation databases
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Hondsbossche sea dike, North-
Holland (NL)
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Hallig Südfall, Schleswig-Holstein (DE)
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Beach nourishment at Knokke-Heist
(BE)

Deltas Conference 2010 6

Houses at cliff edge, Happisburg (UK)
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Nessmersiel sluice, East-Frisia, 
Lower Saxony (DE)
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Rubjerg Knude, North-Jutland (DK)
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Results

• Inventories and maps

• Flood risk assessments

• Scenario and policy analyses

• Information campaigns

• Better understanding of each other
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Flanders case study

Example of flood risk assessment in
Flanders (Belgium)

Lesson: uncertainties related to 
hydraulic loads and strength of flood
defence dominate risk assessment
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Lessons: 
- Management and development of forelands
- Use of secondary dikes (prioritise measures?)

Example of flood risk assessment in
Lower Saxony (Germany)
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2000 2030

Lesson: Case for a risk based approach?

Example of vulnerability assessment
Dike ring South-Holland (NL)
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Messages for research communities

• Continue the international learning process

• Don’t forget the questions of today

• Uncertainties: reduce and make explicit

• Internalize probabilistic risk methods
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www.safecoast.org


