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California Statewide Climate Change 

Emissions Reduction Programs

� AB 1493 (2002) Pavley Bill

� Vehicles sold in California must 
emit 20% fewer GHGs by 2012 and 
30% fewer by 2016

� AB 32 (2006) Global Warming 
Solutions Act

� Reduce GHG emissions at least 20% 
by 2020

� SB 375 (2008) 

� Requires regional plans to address 
GHG emissions from land use and 
transportation











Projected Sea Level Rise

Three Emissions Scenarios:

� A1fi – High

� A2 – Medium High

� B1 - Low

Source: California Climate Action Team Report 2009
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San Francisco 

International 

Airport

Sixteen Inch Sea Level Rise

and

Fifty-five Inch Sea Level Rise



Oakland 

International 

Airport

Sixteen Inch Sea Level Rise

and

Fifty-five Inch Sea Level Rise

Silicon Valley

Sixteen Inch Sea Level Rise

and

Fifty-five Inch Sea Level Rise



Area subject to high 

tide with 16 inches of 

sea level rise

Current 100-year flood 

plain

Today’s Flood is

Tomorrow’s

High Tide



Increased Storm 

Activity

A 30 cm (11.8 inches) increase in sea level rise would 

shift the 100-year storm surge-induced flood event to 
once every 10 years.



















Rising Tides Design Ideas Competition

www.risingtidescompetition.com





Insanity is doing the same thing over and over 

and expecting a different result. 

Benjamin Franklin



The world we have created today, as a result of our

thinking thus far, has problems that cannot be solved

by thinking the way we thought when we created them.

Albert Einstein





For every complex 

problem there is an 
answer that is clear, 

simple, and wrong. 

H.L. Mencken 

GOOD



BAD
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